This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


WYlillR  DIP  (CAmSWjElLIL, 


■.•?£..«*  'fF^^Mnrnvwrnasm 


/ 


/' 


HISTORY  -    • 

OF  / 

A  BERDEEN;^ 

CONTAINING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF, THE 

RISE,  PROGRESS,  AND  EXTENSION  OF  THE  CITY, 

FROM  Ji.  RSMOTS  PSBiOD  TO    TOS   F^BSSNT  DAY  t 
INCLUDING  ITS 

MANUFACTURES,  TRADE,  AND  COMMERCE; 

AN  ACeoVNT  OF 

The  S^  qf  Aberdeen,  and  the  two  UmversiHes; 

WITH 

BlOGBArBTCAXi  SKETCBES  OF  SMINENT  MEN  CONNECTED 

iriTR  TBS  BISBOFRICK  AND  COLItEGES. 


By  WALTER  THOM,  --^ 

AUTHOR  OF  BVBTCBBS  ON  POLITICAL  SCONOMT, 
£fc.  5^c  ^c. 


IN  TWO  rotvma./ 
VOL.  I.^ 


ABERDEEN: 

FOR  AI<SX.  STEVENSON,  BOOKSELLER,  C18TL£«-SfTR££t, 
ASrO  SOLD  BT  HIM,  AN D  A LL  TBE;bT9CR  • .'  "''■ 
BOOKSELLERS.  '''-- 

181). 


4  »1lKPAClL 

will  not  be  accaied  lof  fiatttning^  great  men,  Ht  has 
CTcr  considered  rank  and  fortune  as  only  temporary 
distinctions^  which  must  sink 'in  the  scale  of  merit, 
t^hen  compared  with  that  true  glory  which  arises 
from  talents  and  virtue. 

In  iltustrating  the  insulated  facts  relative  to  the 
early  history  of  Aberdeen,  it  was  found  expedient;  in 
order  to  render  them  generally  intelligible,  to  inter- 
weave theni'witb  our  national  history :  and  therefore, 
a  great  part  of  the  first  volume  is  occupied  with  those 
important  transactions  which  constitute  the  annals  of 
our  country.  It  is  presumed,  that  this  method  of 
connecting  local  events  with  general  history,  will  not 
be  unacceptable  tp  the  reader,  as  it  will  relieve  him 
from  the  prolixity  of  what  otherwise  must  have  been 
a  dry,  and,  in  some  cases,  an.  uninteresting  detail. 

The  author  feels  it  incumbent  upon  bim  to  roien- 
i'lon  his  obligations  to  several  gentlemen,  whose  kind 
communications  have  greatly  assisted  him  in  the  exe* 
cutibn  of  this  work  ^  and  also,  to  return  his  warmest 
thanks  to  those  who  have  furnished  him  with  informa* 
tion  connected  with  his  subject. — The  proprietor  of 
the  work  has  contributed  all  the  assistance  in  his 
power ;  biit  he  is  in  no  respect  accountable  either  for 
the  facts  or  the  sentiments  it  contains :  and  the  auihor 
alone  is  responsible  for  whatever  may  be  thought  ob- 
jectionable in  these  volumes. 
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XtHE  OniGlW  OP  CTTIES— INDUCEMEJrrS  to  .IBTttE  AT 
ABERDEEN  —  PROGRESS  OF  THE  ROM ANS —TACITUS-— 
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*    *    *    ^f 


JLO  some  local  advantage,  connected  with  the  sub-' 
sistence  or  safety  of  the  people,  we  may  fairly  ascriba 
the  origin  df  towns  or  cities.  In  all  countries,  and  in. 
every  stage  of  their  progress  from  barbarism  to  refine^ 
nient,  mankind  pursue  the  same  objects  when  subjected 
to  similar  wants,  or  impelled'  by  similar  desii*es.  The 
savage  who  disputes  the  dominion  of  the  earth  with  the 
beast  of  the  forest,  must  direct  his  exertions  to  the 
acquirement  of  t^ie  first  necessaries  of  life,  and  in  this 
state  of  his  existence,  he  is  destitute  and  forlorn.  But 
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in  society  he  finds  an  asylum,  and  learns  from  expe- 
rience, that,  by  union,  men  derive  an  aggregate 
strength  that  produces  individual  safety.  His  interest 
therefore,  as  well  as  that  social  principle  which  per* 
vades  the  human  heart,  leads  him  to  associate  with  his 
fellow  men.  Pamilies,  thus,  coalesce  into  tribes ;  and 
their  union  is  a  step  towards  the  amelioration  of  their 
condition :  but  the  dawn  of  improvement  suggests  the 
expediency  of  a  fixed  settlement ;  and  some  favou- 
rite spot,  where  they  can  procure  subsistence  and  find 
protection,  is  selected,  as  the  permanent  station  of  the 
society.  A  defensible  position,  contiguity  to  the  sea- 
coast,  the  banks  of  a  river,  or  a  productive  soil,  are 
generally  the  inducements  which  have  weighed  with  ^ 
the  founders  of  cities  to  give  a  preference  to  one  situ- 
ation over  another.  And  when  we  inspect  the  map 
©f  Europe,  we  find  Rome  on  the  Tyber,  Constanti- 
nople on  the  Bosphorus,  Marseilles  on  the  ocean, 
Paris  on  the  Seine,  and  London  on  the  Thames,  sur- 
rounded by  fertile  districts,  imd  protected  by  strong 
military  positions. 

When  we  apply  this  principle  to  the  original 
settlers  of  Aberdeen,  which  is  situated  in  57,  8.  59. 
north  latitude,  and  2.  8.  0.  west  longitude,*  we  can 
discover  sufficient  motives  for  establishing  themselves 
on  the.  sea- coast,  where  two  considerable  rivers,  near- 
ly united,  discharge  their  waters  into  the  ocean.  An 
abundant  supply  of  various  kinds  of  fish,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  commanding  eminencesj  to  which  the  inha- 

bi- 
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*  The  enct  pontion  of  the  Ohiervatory  of  Aber4ceo,  accor- 
^g  to  Dr.  Mackay. 
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bitanU  could  resort  in  the  m6inc*nt  of  danger,  were 
peculiar  advantages  that  could  not  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  most  ignorant  people.  Accordingly 
it  has  been  said>  that  Aberdeen  was  the  capital  city 
of  the  Taixali/  who  inhabited  that  district  of  Caledo- 
donia,  extending  from  the  Deva  or  Dee  to  the  river 
TuEsis  or  Spey  ;  but  we  are  certain,  that  it  was  early 
Iwnown  to  the  Romans  under  the  name  of  Thoana.* 

Our  native  historians  are  so  full  of  fable  and  con- 
tradiction, that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  their  re- 
lations. But  the  Roman  and  Gre^k  writers  hare 
thrown  some  light  on  the  early  state  of  our  country  ; 
and  their  testimony  is  confirmed  by  those  stupendous 
works  of  ancient  greatness  and  gi*andeur,  which  are 
still  evident  in  the  mutilated  remains  of  Roman  walls* 
military  roads,  stations,  and  towns.  When  historic  nar- 
ration is  thus  supported  by  lasting  and  indelible  mo- 
numents, we  cannot  refuse  our  assent  to  its  fidelity^ 
nor  question  facts  that  are  established  by  such  indu- 
bitable proofs.  The  progress  of  the  Romans,  from 
Bodotria  or  the  Forth,  to  Piaroton  or  the  Burghead,  oa 
the  Moray  Firth,  is  distinctly  exhibited  by  Ptolo- 
mey's  Geographical  Tables,  and  the  Itineraries  of  An- 
toninus, and  Richard  of  Cirencester.  But  the  disco- 
veries of  modern  times  have  illustrated  the  records  of 
antiquity ;  and  we  can  trace  their  i&tations  from  the 
B  2  one 

-  *  Ocmoi  Uttvi  vltrt  homm  fiiet,  ac^oWbant  Taixali*  hit  nr- 
biom  prioccpi  Dmaa,  ftuviravtem  Deva  et  Ituna.  Pari  Gram- 
pii  montis,  qus»iitproniootorittin,  lata  te  io  oceanum,  quau  in 
GennaDisocconuin^stendic,  ab  iUit  nomep  mttt9atur.-<-[Ricardi 
Carinentia  de  lito  Britaimis,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  vl  $  46»  Ibid,  iz.] 
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one  extremity  of  their  progress  to  the  other,  with  cor- 
rectness and  accuracy.  To  imagine,  however,  that 
they  confined  themselves  merely  to  the  line  of  their 
roads,  or  to  the  ramparts  of  their  fortified  camps,  is 
nnnatural.  And  with  justice  we  may  suppose,  that 
they  explored  the  greater  part  of  the  country,  through 
the  means  of  their  parties,  their  detachments,  and 
military  establishments. 

TacituS;  the  elegant  historian  of  Agricola's  cam- 
paigns, details  the  operations  of  that  celebrated  Com- 
niapder  with  tolerable  accuracy.  But  it  is  to  a  later 
period  we  must  assign  the  knowledge  of  the  Romans 
with  the  north  of  Caledonia ;  and  Ptolomy  of  Alexan- 
dria, who  flourished  about  (he  middle  of  the  second 
century,  is  the  first  who  mentions  Deva,  Devana,  and 
the  country  of  the  Taixali. — **  Deinde  qui  magis  ori- 
entales.sunt  Taixali.  Et  urbs.Devana,*'  which  he 
"places  in  58**  45'"'  Although  his  map  is  reversed 
with  respect  to  east  and  west,  and  he  makes  the 
coast  tend  more  to  the  east  than  it  actually  does ;  yet 
Ills  relative  situations  of  places  are  more  nearly  cor- 
rect than  might  have  been  expected,  from  an  Egyp- 
tian geographer,  so  distant  as  he  was  from  the  coun- 
try he  describes,"  and  informed  only  by  tlie  reports 
of  others.  But  it  shows  the  intimate  acquaintance  of 
the  Romans  with  the  wilds  of  Caledonia;  and  how 
much  we  are  indebted  to  them  for  the  first  glimmer- 
ings of  our  history  ;  which  certainly  chides  our  natio- 
nal vanity,  and  proclaims  that  our  ancestors  were 
then  a  subjugated  people. 

In  the  "  Itinerarmm  Arjtonini"  Devana  and  the  ri- 
ver 
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vex  Deva  are  noticed.  This  work  appears  to  have 
been  written  about  270  years  after  Ptolomy's  geogra- 
phy ;  bat  historians  are  unwilling  to  identify  the  an-* 
thor  with  any  of  the  Imperial  Antonines/  and  to  his 
labours  alone  we  must  bestow  the  tribute  of  respect    ' 

Bicardus  Corinensisi,  or  Richard  of  Cirencester,  a 
monkof  the  lith  century,  compiled  an  itinerary  of 
the  Romansji  in  which  he  mentions  Devana  and 
X)eva :  "  Oceani  littus  ultra  horum  fines  aocokbant 
Taixali.  His  urbiuia  princeps  Devana,  &c"  Richard, 
it  is  said,  travelled  into  Italy  ;  and  having  consulted 
Caesar,  Strabo;,  Tacitus,  Ptolomy,  and  other  authentic 
authorities,  compiled  an  itinerary  of  the  Roman  ar* 
mies  in  Britain,  so  accurate  and  distinct*  a9  to  form  a 
guide  to  the  researches  of  antiquarians*  who  by  its 
means  have  disclosed  the  sites  of  camps  and  stations 
after  a  concealment  of  sixteen  centuries. 

In  Richard's  itinera  the  progress  of  the  Romans  is 
marked  by  stages,  and  the  distances  between  them 
measured  by  miles. ,  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  pur-* 
pose  to  pursue  the  whole  of  Richard's  itinerary  from 
Carlisle  to  the  Moray  Firth.  But  it  may  be  proper 
to  observe,  that  he  makes  the  distance  to  be  thirty- one 
miles,  from  the  Esica  or  £sk,  to  Devana  on  the  Dee,, 
which  nearly  corresponds  with  the  exact  breadth  of 
the  county  of  Kincardine,  which  is  bounded  by  these 
rivers.  It  would  be  too. fastidious  indeed  to  apply  the 
nicety  of  a  modern  engineer  to  ^he  mensuration  of 
ancient  geographers.  If  they  approach  the  truth,  so 
far  as  to  mark  the  particular  objects  of  ou(  inquiry*  it 
is  all  we  can  expect  or  obtain* 

B^  Tba 
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That  such  a  place  as  Devana  existed,  and  was  sita< 
ated  somewhere  on  the  banks  oif  the  Dee,  and  ^vel 
known  to  the  Romans,  is  beyond  all  doubt.  But  th( 
love  of  theory,  and  the  discordant  opinions  of  anti 
quarie^  in  general,  have  often  perpTexed  or  obscured 
and;  not  seldom,  tortured,  the  plain  meaning  of  thi 
ancients.  It  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  that  th< 
exact  site  of  Devana  should  still  be  a  matter  of  contro 
versy — General  Roy  having  placed  it  in  Old  Aber 
deen,  and  the  laborious  author  of  **  Caledonia,"  some 
where  in  the  parish  of  Peter  Culter. 

On  the  maps  of^Ptolomy  and  Richard,  Devan 
is  set  down,  apparently  at  the  distance  of  about  si; 
miles  from  the  sea.  In  hundreds  of  our  modern  maps 
we  shall  find  simi Jar  errors,  when  we  apply  the  com 
pass  to  the  rule.  The  hand  of  the  engraver  i 
.sometimes  arbitrary,  and  assumes  a  latitude  that  dc 
fcals  the  accuracy  of  the  most  skilful  engineer, 
such  be  the  case  in  this  age  of  arts  and  science,  wit 
jiow  little  reason  do  we  expect  extreme  correctness  i 
the  geographical  delineations  of  the  ancients,  wli 
were  destitute  of  those  ingenious  instruments  which  i 
much-  facilitate  our  astronomical  observations,  ar 
enable  us  so  easily  to  fix  the  precise  situation ' 
places. 

Mr.  Chalmers,  the  author  of  "  Cakdonia"  minut 
ly  traces  the  progress  of  the  Roman  arm4es,  from  tl 
Tay  to  the  Dee.  The  accuracy  of  his  statemen 
However,  depends  upon  properly  fixing  the  differe 
intermediate  stations  to  which  Richard  alludes  in  1 
itinerary :  with  the  aid  of  a  few  settled  points,   a; 

mu 
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ipuch  ingenuity,  he  leads  them  directly  to  Norman 
Dikes,  in  the  parish  of  Peter  C alter,  where  he  places 
the  city  of  Devana.* 

It  is  generally  believed,  that  the  llomans  advanced 
along  the  base  of  the  Grampian  mountains,  keeping 
these  natural  ramparts  on  their  Irft,  and  the  open 
country,  with  the  German  Ocean,  on  their  right.  It 
is  certain,  that  Agricola  followed  this  line  of  march^ 
hy  which  he  confined  the  hostile  inhabitants  to  the 
tops  of  the  mountains,  and  reserved  to  the  army,  the 
means  of  a  safe  retreat  to  his  shipping  in  the  -^vent 
of  disaster.  In  this  route,  we  can  still  find  the  re- 
mains of  several  Roman  fortifications,  which  sufficient- 
ly indicate  the  progress  of  the  armies;  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  ttrchurd,  we  can  have  little  difficulty  in 
following  them  from  the  Tay  to  the  Bee.  But  as  the 
distances  between  the  stages  do  not  exactly  corres- 
pond with  our  measurements,  we  have  nothing  to  di- 
rect us  to  the  precise  situation  of  the  city  Bevana^  but 
only  know,  that  it  was  thirty -one  miles  from  the  £sk, 
Sind  situated  on  the  Beva.  This  circumstance  has 
given  occasion  to  Mr.  Chalmers  to  fix  it  at  Norman 
Bikes,  whi^h  are  e?idently  the  remains  of  a  Roman 
fortification. 

The  camps  at  Keithoc,  Fordun,  Arduthy,  Rae  Bikes^ 
and  Norman  Bikes,  are  certainly, in  the  line  of  the  Ro- 
man progress  to  the  Moray  Firth  ;  and  from  the  na-> 
ture  of  the  ground  they  must  have  been  strong  milita- 
ry positions.  They  would,  therefore,  be  regularly 
fort^ed^  and  permanently  gamsoned ;  but  we  havo 

no 
f  Caledooxft,  vol.  !•- 
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no  reason  to  believe  that  such  was  the  case.  For  Hich* 
ard  mentioDB  no  station  from  thelBsk  to  the  Dee«  but 
''  Tina,"  which  is  eight  miles  from  the  former ;  aD4 
besidesy  the  camp  of  Rae  Dikes  \»  generally  allowed 
to  be  that  of  Ckdgacus,  when  he  opposed  Agricola^ 
and  mast  therefore  be  assigned  to  a  period  long  pre* 
Tious  to  the  time  of  the  Itinerary,  which  alludes  to  the 
progress  of  the  Romans  when  their  empire  amoi^g  u« 
^'was  in  its  greatest  glory^  and  at  its  farthest  ex* 
tent/^ 

That  Bae  Dikes  was  not  a  Roman  fortification,  an4 
the  camp  at  Ardutby  not  a  permanent  statiob,  is  pret* 
ty  evident.-  To  the  age  of  Agricola  we  must  refer 
these  camps ;  the  one  being  that  of  the  Caledonian, 
and  the  other  that  of  the  Roman  army. 

Notwithstanding  Mr  Chalmers  positively  assert^ 
that  Agricola  never  penetrated  so  far  north  as  Rae 
Dikes,  and  that  the  battle  of  the  Grampians  was  fought 
at  Ardoch  in  Perthshire ;  yet  ther^  is  a  balance  of 
evidence  in  contradiction,  that  outweighs  his  argu- 
ments, and  in  no  small  degree,  authenticates  tb^  ^ 
relations  of  our  native  historians. 

In  Agricola's  eighth  campaign  the  Caledonians  were 
pressed  to  an  extremity  —  they  were  confined  to  their 
mountains.  The  Romans  occupied  the  low,  and  we 
Bsay  presume,  the  only  fertile  districts  of  the  country. 
No  considerable  battle  had  been  fought  during  that 
campaign ;  and  the  whole  strength  of  the  Caledonian 
nations  was  collected  to  repel  the  invaders.  They 
waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  consequently 
had  it  in  their  power  to  choose  their  own  ground.    It 
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is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose,  that  they  would 
select  the  sitaation  best  adapted  for  defence;  and  be- 
sides, the  position  at  Rae  Dykes  is  the  last  strong  hold 
that  the  Grampians  present.  It  is  situated  on  the  top 
of  Ganiiohill,*  which  gradaally  rises  to  a  height 
equal  to  that  of  the  other  Grampians,  and  is  separated 
from  them,  by  a  valley  not  more  than  a  mile  in 
breadth.  The  fortification,  is  certainly  constructed 
somewhat  after  the  Roman  manner — of  nearly  a  rec- 
tangular form,  with  lofty  ramparts,  and  an  immense 
fosse  ;  it  fronts  the  south,  and  on  that  side,  is  carefully 
guarded  by  redoubts,  and  an-  advanced  pott.  It  is 
evidently  the  camp  of  an  army  expecting  an  enemy 
from  the  south. 

But  within  these  few  years,  the  remains  of 
another  camp  were  discernible  at  Ardu^ty;  which 
there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  was  Agricola's ;  and 
it  closely  corresponds  with  Tacitus*  description  of 
the  position  of  the  Romans^  before  they  engaged 
the  Caledonian  army.  It  is  situated  on  an  eminence, 
with  a  precipice  to  the  norM,  about  three  miles  direct* 
ly  south  from  Raedykes,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
sea.  That  the  Romans  were  the  assa^ilants  in  the 
battle  of  the  Grampians  is  not  questioned  ;  and  it  ap- 
pears, that  they  turned  the  left  of  the  Caledonian  camp» 
by  marching  north-eastward  to  KenipstonehUl,  where 
the  sanguinary  contest  undoubtedly  took  place :  and 
on  which,  are  still  to  be  seen  many  tumuli,  and  other 
indications  of  hostile  contention.  Although  it  is  ge- 
ne- 

*  Transattions  of  the  Society  of  Antiquarians,  Ediaburgh,  voK  X. 
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nerally  believed  that  after  that  battle,  Agricola 
treirted  to  Fife^  the  country  of  the  H€>reftti,  yet  he  n 
Imve  seiit  a  detachment  to  Pevanaj  from  which  he  ^ 
OBly  ten  miles  distant. 

Bat,  as  we  have  no  positive  authority  for  suppoi 
that  the  Romans  advanced  so  iar  north  as  Devan: 
the  time  of  Agricola,  w^'most  ascribe  to  LdIUus  U 
cus  Uieir  first  progress  to  the  country  of  the  TaL 
and  perhaps  to  the  Varar, 

The  camp  of  Norman  Dikes,  which  is  certa 
Roman,  unequivocally  points  out  the  line  of  m; 
to  Jtuna,  or  the  Ythan.  But  from  this  circumst; 
alone,  it  is  not  a  justifiable  inference  to  assert, 
Devana  was  situated  at  that  fortification.  The 
istence  of  a  camp  is  no  proof  of  the  locality 
city }  the  one  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  cc 
quence  of  the  other.  Indeed,  we  find  Roman  cs 
in  situations  the  least  adapted  for  the  stations  of  to 
The  art  of  war  is  different  from  the  pursuits  of  pe 
and  the  military  system  of  nations  has  been  nearl] 
same  in  all  ages.  Positions  favourable  either  fo 
fence  or  attack,  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  e 
rienccd  soldier,  and  a  commanding  eminence,  or  s 
ficult  pass,  is  the  object  of  his  peculiar  solicitude. 

In  traversing  a  hostile  country,  where  the  inl 
tants  were  brave,  and  not  unskilful  in  the  militar 
the  Roipans,  it  is  to  be  presumed)  would  intrencl 
fortify  themselves  in  the  strongest  and  most  comn 
ing  positions ;  but  when  they  defeated  the  nati% 
mies,  they  would  naturally  scour  the  open  cou 
and  push  their  parties  to  take  possession  of  the  t 
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and  t4llag«8»  MHwithstaAdtfig  the  camp  of  Norman 
Djrkes  might  have  been  the  permanent  station  of  the 
Bomsii  army,  yet  it  i*  probable^  that  parties  would  be 
detached  to  I^rana,  as  well  as  to  eyery  other  place  of 
sirtn^h  in^the  country  of  the  Taixali. 

Whim  th«  Bdbjafgsiion  tjff  the  people  rendered  th^ 
precttinien  and  waccfaltilnessof  war  no  longer  necosta* 
ry ;  and  when  oonfidence  was  ftefly  restored  between 
the  cenqtierors  and  the  vanquished^  the  intercoursft 
that  suheiflted  in  the  Roman  provinces^  would  natural* 
ly  pass  by  ^e  shortest  road«  In  that  case,  the  dis- 
tance from  the  £sk  to  Devami,  is  correctly  enough  ex« 
pressed  by  thirty-one  miles,  although  it  had  been  si- 
tuated at  the  mouth  of  the  Deva. 

But  Mr.  Chalmers  in  aware  of  the  difficulty^  and  c«i* 
not  reconcile  Richard's  distance  with  true  measure* 
ment,  without  supposing  Esiea  to  be  Brechin — Tina, 
some  placfe  ewo  and  a  half  ^^  fi^>^  *^  North  Etk*^ 
Rae  Dikes  a  Roman  station^-and  Norman  Dikes,  De* 
rana;  but  these  assumptions  are  hypothetical,  for 
Richard  merely  says,  md  Esicean  23  miles-^o^  TmohI 
8  miles — ad  JDeoamm  23  miles»  The  nu  of  Tina  ii 
unknown,  a^  it  is  uncertain  whether  Richard  alludes 
to  the  smth  or  the  north  £sk  by  his  ad  Esicanu  The 
intermediate  camps  of  Fordoun,  Arduthtft  or,  according 
to  Mr.  Chalmers,  Bm  i)ike$,  which  are  indispensible 
links  in  his  chain  of  stations,  are  not  mentioned  by 
Richard;  but  Mr.  Chalmers,  removes  this  (Ejection 
by  stating,  that  the  ninth  Itinerary  had  been  compiled 
previous  to  the  formation   of  these  fortificatioitt.* 

It 
*  Richard's  Ninik  Iter  comprehends  the  progress  of  the  Ro- 
mans from  Carlisle  to  Burghead,  on  the  Moray  Firth. 
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It  is  pretty  evident,  however,  that  the  camps  of  Ar 
duthy  and  Bae  Dikes  existed  long  before  the  period  c 
Richard's  Itineraries,  the  earliest  of  which  is  assigne 
by.Whitaker.to  about  the  middle  of  the  second  centu 
ry,  or  about  seventy  years  after  Agricola's  campaign 
As  these  fortifications  were  never  permanent  sU 
tlons,  but  only  known  to  the  Romans  as  the  tempers 
ry  camps  of  the  army  in  Agricola's  expedition,  Ricl 
ard  could  not  $nark  them  as  fixed  settlements  in  tl 
progress,  and  therefore  determines  the  distance  to  I 
23  miles  between  the  two  points,  Tina  and  Devan 
which  had  been  well  known  stations  at  that  time. 

Although  there  are  several  reasons  for  discreditii 
Mr.  Chalmers'  opinion,  that  Devana  was  at  Normt 
Dikes,  yet  there  is  no  evidence  that  can  be  reli 
upon,  to  identify  it  with  Aberdeen.  Without  any  b( 
ter  authority  than  what  we  possess  at  the  present  da 
the  learned  Cambden  says,  "  Devana  urbs  per-antiq 
a  Ptolomeo,  nunc  vero  Aberdonia,  id  est,  Devae  ostii 
Britannica  dictione  ab  ipsis  Scotis  appellatur/'  T 
same  assertion  has  been  re-echoed  through  di0] 
ent  authors  without  the  slightest  inquiry  or  investi^ 
tion,  and  in  fact,  we  have  no  means  of  determining  ( 
question  but  such  as  arise  from  probability  or  conj< 
ture. 

Devana  (scilicet  urbs)  signifies  the  city  situated 
the  J)ee,  from  which  the  Latin  Deva  is  borrowed^  vn 
very  little  alteration  in  the  pronunciation;  but 
Gaelic  name  is  Deahkadh,  pronounced  Deoatf,  which  ; 
plies  speed  or  swiftness,  and  is  expressive  of  the  vi 
city  or  rapidity  of  the  river, 
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Unl^  n^e  believe  t&at  l^vana  was  erected  lijr  tlie 
Rbttiahs  for  their  orwn  conyeDiency  and  accommoda- 
tidri^  we  niust  adinit,  t&at  it  preyiously  existed',  and' 
Tik\&t  &aVe  Been  known,  By  a  name  of  Celtic  origin^ 
tKe'Caefic  at'tEat  time  being  Ae  prevailing  language 
of  ttter  country.  But  it'  is  no  where  said,  that  it  was  . 
Mtt'By  tfie  Rbnisftis;  and  we  may  therefore  ccmclude, 
t&t'  (Aef  oiSly  gave  it  a  naixie  Which  was  applicablo 
tXi'itk  local  situation  ott'  Hie  river.  lUis  supposition  is 
t%  m<Sr6' ^tobkl^le,  as  it' corresponds  with  the  practice 
ofth^t  proiid  pdo^fe;  who  despised  the  latiguage,  the 
riUtfin^rs^  ah^  titistdilU  of  aM  nations,  and  arBittarily 
iihpo'sed  liaunes  on  the  inhaBitants  and  th^r  towns^ 
\fhetevet'tHey  peheltatedt 

l%at  Digvsuia  existed' under  a  (raelic  name,  previous 
to'th^tiifie  of  tKe  Kbmftis,  is  extremely  proBaBIe;. 
and' as  we'  have  no  tradition,  or  authority  for  suppos* 
ihg,  tl^at'  any  city  of  town  was  ever  knowii  ou  the 
baiiks  of  the 'Dee,  situated'  Betv<reen  Nbrmaii  Dykes 
and*  the  mouth  of  the  river,  hut  Aberdeen,  we  have» 
tIfefttfoi*e,  sdme  r€as6n'  to'  preiftuine,  that^  it'  was  the 
I^V'an^'  of  the'  ancients.  And  this  supposition  is  sup« 
ported  By  inference  from  the  words  of  Ptblomy  and'  ^ 
HScfiard;  wh<J  Cajrit  the  cKitfdiyoftne  TaixaE,  which  ' 
ira  tuxs&e  of  e^r^di^ibti  inat>pricaB1e  to  a  new'or  Rb-  ' 
mm'  er'^cticin ;  and'  plainly  merits,  that  the  trihe 
l^i^dil  )i3L6'&  ff^mipat  dlt/  which  the  Romans  deno« 
mhx^Ctt^d'Ifcfyana;  as  a'  name  appropriate  to  its  situa« 
tioti  on  the'Bev&y  or  D^va;  for  if  the  Bbmans  had 
ibtmd'ed  aMd  feitrM  tM^vaha,  it  would  not  hive  Been 
called  by  their  writefr,  the"  cfty  of  the  Talxali,  but  a 
cxtf^n  the  comity  inhabited  by  that  people* 

c  ft 
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It  may  be  stated  as  an  objection  to  this  opinion, 
that  if  Aberdeen  had  been  Devana,  our  native  histo- 
rians would  have  retained  the  nanae,  and  not  latinized 
it  by  Aberdonia,  as  Hector  Boece,  and  others  of  oui 
early  writers  have  done.  But  the  Celts  had  an  invin- 
cible antipathy  to  every  innovation  in  their  language 
and  would  not  have  adopted  a  foreign  name;  and  i 
must  be  remembered,  that  after  the  Romans  retire! 
from  Britain,  their  language  and  their  arts  were  lost 
From  the  period  of  their  retrjeat,  to  the  revival  of  let 
ters,  a  long  night  of  darkness  intervened.  The  ut 
most  ignorance  and  most  gross  barbarity  evQry  whex 
prevailed  j  and  it  was  from  the  east  that  the  westex 
^nations  again  obtained  the  first  glimpse  of  literatu] 
and  science.  The  Roman  authors  were  read,  studie 
and  admired ;  and  their  language  became  that  of  tl 
learned  throughout  Europe.  Our  early  historiai 
therefore,  recorded  their  facts,  and  conveyed  th< 
isentiments  in  the  elegant  language  of  ancient  Rom 
but  the  Roman  names  of  places  in  Caledonia  had  be 
long  sunk  in  oblivion ;  and  of  necessity,  they  la 
nized  the  original  or  Celtic  nances,  with  which  th 
readers  were  familiar. 

That  Aberdeei^  is  the  Devana  of  the  ancients 
Jiighly  probable ;  and  if  we  haye  no  direct  proof  fr 
fact,  we  haye,  still,  strong  presumptive  eyidence  fi 
circumstances.  That  it  has  been  generally  suppq 
to  be  so,  may  have. some  weight.  Its  loc^l  situal 
which  is  so  well  adapted  for  tl^e  site  of  a  tov 
the  anti<][uity  of  its  name  which  is  purely  Cell 
and  the  considerations  above  mentioned,  are»    in 
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^r  HEjaka  9»  'Vncz'S'  ▼to.  ^te  vfiniry    inr  i 
mwcB^^mt  i^m^  ^^s  ^ae  3^?3  17  si  ^7Tiu<HiCTa£ 
sbTtb  ^^aic     iiiBiiiiiiiir  *vai^  JjEm^znL 

"ty  Cciis  »  Txn'^'caaily  amiuir^^    "Z"!!*-^  shbsi  irma. 
«K  terain  IT  ■-«  ILrtJus-  5ci-  ant  f  — '^uRat  ^rsiii^ 

1 13  ti*:  vf  Se.  i'-!naT  cETTHrtmi:^  wir  J9BK 

la  lae  3&-a!:^ioB:  jrcacisans  t^^^nnoB:  txr'iyicSBHB 

ri^e  kn?  aLp*-  iitln^^vt  -Hk  O'jig.  aa£ 

•  gi^iiZj-  "psfr/f^  zntrc  lift  ii';:x*tc Cnaaaac  i£ 
^Jj  p^WTOjfz^  ii  tie 

c  »'  «•    :. 
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Jrjfb^  4n  Ireland  J  the  Wt^U^  arComUh  in  Eogland; 
^}^J^it4i^  in  Bre^gue.jQir  BrisUaany,  in  Fr^jace;  aad 
the  ^mm'^  ^n  the  .^a^<:o9^  P^  Fl3a(I«rs ;  but  tbe 
(^wp.ki»t(9M^  nearly  extinct  Tbe  :G^lic  vvd»  ^wfix- 
sally  spoken  in  ibis  conotry  until  91  late  period ;  ant 
eonfie9.veQt1y,  the  nanves  /^f  plac€;s  are  g^?ri^]l(^  o 
QftkiciOrjgin. 

Xhe  nm^  ^r4ficn  ia  a  conipoimd  of  4he  GiieU^ 
^-£ar  and  JE>vii>  (wjb^cb  ^gpifies-^Jfiff  in  tie  Mfu^^.'^ 
Th^  wpiid  Aber  or  J^ar  b^  Jb^n  diSeronitJy  jat^^pi^e 
.  i^  4>y  jElyAiqlPgists ;  but  is  ^geiieiaJUy  miwi^derstOfK 
Pii^^rlonsa^  itJA^beij^erman  U^v  (bejpnd^)  <^ 
*'  mcfm  ^if9>fy  aum^bqfo^  <a  ripfsr  ;'*hvijt  it  i»  not  ^ai 
10  conc^iice  bpsv  a  lifiwj^  jC9»  Jbe  rbe^o^d  a  rjver  to  i\ 
pfic^li?  M'^P  liy^  op  tbe  ^ame  ^de  mtfx  i,t.  ^e  dedi 
€^  it^^Pot^ origin  fivm  the  Act;,  tb^^  xxmiy  towi 
ij^fyf/f^^y  JUgiye  Abi^  pr.Ebeir  pttfyffii,  m  the  &^ 
lo,9^ieiii^  ^  rtb«|ir  -najneA.  T4ie  .Celt?^  kome^^,  we, 
tbe  pD«qu«$oi^  of  tbe  Go|bs,  who  intnKJUng  upon  the 
a^.$t  \?i^  p^iod,  boi^rowed  mup^  of  tbeir  Isingua^ 
di^d  (jjujopj^  onaoy  of  iheir  names  of  places.  The  Qe 
ifji^  jtZ/it^*^  AiX  Ober,  i$  tjl^refoce,  merely  ^  ^orrupti 
9f  #)#  GeWc  4h^r.  J^,  Borlase^  in  his  Corniab  V 
Cjrtmte''y>  »fo«n»  W  rt^at  Aba-  iwpU^  '^  a  ford, 
•*  faH  jqjf  i^^r^  ft  jnpw*^  ^  ^  "Vjer,  ^  maeiing  pf  ti 
"  livfygiy  and  the  eut^rjpf  *'cCaledom^,"«ajrs,  ** 
**  ^^pffy^  «  co^flqeape  of  ivater,  ^be  juiiction  of 
**  VAts,  the  fall  of  a  lesser  liv^r  into  a  greater. 

The  variety  of  meanings  thus  attached  to  M 
make  it  applicable  to  many  situations  ;  biU  nae  find 
used  where  there  is  no  river,  which  sb^w$,  that  it   1 
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been  misonderstood  by  those  who  have  pretended  (<» 
explain  it.  Indeed,  itr  has  been  generally  confound^. 
ed  with  In;D€t\  which  is  a  very  difierent  word,  and  has 
a  Tery  difierent  impori;  yet  Aher  and  Inoer  have 
been  made  synonimous  by  those  who  are  ignorant  oiF 
the  tme  origin  and  meaning  of  the  former. 

hwer  (lon-mhar,  Gaelic,  that  is>  ann  (a'a)  mhuir, 
into  the  sea)  signifies  situated  near  the  mouth  of  a  ji-« 
rer  running  into  the  sea ;  but  it  is  sometimes  applw 
cable  to  a  situation  near  the  confluence  of  two  streams^ 
as  lonmharrLochaidh,  or  Inver-Lochy,  (Fort  William) , 
situated  between  the  NeviB  and  Lochy,  on  the  spot 
where  these  rivers  discharge  themselves  into  the  sea* 
The  explanations  of  Aber,  by  Pinkerton,  Chalmers^ 
and  others,  apply .  to  Inver,  which  is  well  understood 
m  the  Gaelic,  and  in  the  dialects  of  Lochaber  and 
Argyle,  is  generally  used  to  express  a  situation  near 
the  conflux  of  two  rivers. 

Aber,  speJt  Abar  in  Gaelic,  is  a  compound  of  two 
words— -4tt,  water,  and  Bar,  an  obstacle.  .Hence  it 
signifies  dLnuiPsh;  for  whatever  obstructs*  the  course 
of  water  causes  stagnation,  and  generates. a  marsh* 
This  term,  as  a  proper  name,  is  well  known  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  is  6ften  employed  as  an 
appellative  to  denote  slime,  or  sedifMcni  (kposited  in 
the  bottom  of  marshes,  bogs,  or  stagnant  waters  qf  any 
kind  ;  hence,  figuratively,  a  marsk,  It  was  in  this  sense^ 
the  aboriginal  Celts  used  it,  and  in  this  sense  it  is 
still  used  by  the  Gael,  who. are  the  descendants  of 
<^e  Celt8s,and  to  this  day  speak  a  dialect  ofibeir 
tanguage. . 

c  a  Wheal 


Wbm^Ae  mtmmgiofMir  w^ no  cpmpM^lf  hh9« 
nndfiiBtiMdl  by  ^tfmolt^gmtg,  aa  tp  b^  flvbstttutod  fes 
tiiat^/mwr,  it  is  iw  vondATitbit  they  icmH  ^  i«- 
concile  its  ap|>lic«tMa  to  pJacM  ak  a  dutsoce  fioorqi 
the  flea,  o)  fsoB  mrert.  Bui,  whimsxftiT  Aher  hw  b^n 
applied,  it  will  be  fiiuMi,  oo  anqtliry',  Umt  it  k  tJ9«" 
criptive  of  ^he  aatjure  «ad  iaUtAtk>n  nt  the  pUpe.  The 
language  of  the  i^elu  iaetraog,  pomiriiiU  and  dbierimi- 
natjqg  $  copiouaand  &llof  i^ataphor,  it  enabkd  th^a 
to  impose  figuvattre,  but  aignificasV  naoAftS  an  al^  tin 
pcoinineiitxkbjeicts  of  aatiifa  iniheiir  Ci^imU'y*  ftiveri 
aii4  lakes,  Jbills  and  xmmAm^  towas  and  Tillages,  re 
reived  appellatioiis  descriptiye  of  tbeir  peculiar  qua 
lities  or  situations.  These  names  hav^,  in  jg^enera) 
vemained  in  Caledonia  to  tjiis  time ;  although  in  vq^ 
ny  cases  corni(Hed,  and  with  more  or  less  akeratiQi 
in  the  orthography.  But  Ater-deen  has  upd^gon 
little  change  either  in  sound  or  orthography,  fpr  4'hi 
is  still  pronounced  Aber ;  and  JSkm,  J)ot$i^t  Doon,  ( 
jPeen,  are  only  proTiBcial  alterations  ^f  th.a  G^el 
Jhuh  which  signifies  a  Fort,  9mi  k^mi?^  qielapboi 
caily,  a  hiU;  as  forts  were  fonaerly  jaowb^re  erect< 
liut  on  hills.. 

In  no  instanee  is  liie  propriety  of  Cehic  appel] 
ii^es  nu>re  forcibly  evinced,  than  in  the  nvaa^ 
iV^rdeen;  for  we  can  establish,  from  indubital 
evidence,  that  the  whole  a^ea  of  the  town  waa 
marshy  with  the  exceptioD  of  the  Cwtk  or  Foii-h 
which  is  gcarei,  and  Si.  CatAerioe's  Hill,  which 
Band,  and  has  evidently  been  deposited  by  the  « 
.That  this  country  was  formerly  covered  with  wo 


vat  ^\M  1rf'(«(lfira«M^J  k  un^^vMk,  m  w^  k9»e  tbe 
t«tiaioiiy  fof  Socpaii  wWlkm  tp  lJk»t  ^o^.  But  oitfr 
dftiljr  «icpfwimpe  p^nfimi^itba  f#a>  a^  w^e  «very  where 
fM  ifc^r  ireiMiiNii  o/  im»  in  unr  «pciiliing  ««ir»)^.  Vm 
•rigin  of  ni0ifi«ai»  soi  nm^ismA-  hi^  admiMi^d  of  squmi 
4a»bt:^  Mid  ^SS»^^  rpQffi  for  dispwsHyi.    Bat  wb^* 

nm,  bsr  sUigofMiog  itbe  .irftU»*$;  i^,^  #priiag8  mm) 
fiUfl  Ihiy^  cwxmA  Ai^  ^nXrw^^i^^  of  th«  {or««t«  by 

tk«  roK^  of  ^lie  trpei*  hy  "whkk  tbey  would  bfvponie 
Wsy>l^  ta  i^kh^i^oid  ibi^  ¥iolieoc«  of  the  \A^i,  «s  e:K* 
U^ttQidjr  uocertdis.  W?  ^§«  ho«reyer>  c^rt^iiiu  ibal 
mofi^  ^MT^  «r.lie»^  19  th«  fHTpductioa  of  dec9,yed  ve* 
g»ft»bU»  ^d  AtagiifuM;  4v»t(^ ;  and  ^hal  jibe  growth  of 
tbiv^  T^gl^tebi^  fr(Hli  wjiicb  ^os#  is  fors^edi  is  pro^ 
iMted  by  a^P^ph^fk:  flir>  -luid  the  decom[>osition  of 
W«^r^  Tlif  fowB«tio»pfmofls^,  is  uniformly  to  be 
t^9^^  ip  tb^  sswip  ^aqsQ^  the  i^cramul^tipn  of  dead 
Wd  palely  dectfr^d  vegei^Wftt,  ^sss^d  by  bumidiiy. 
B«(  tb^fltttiou  %»diu}u%liQ  plaota  will  only  grow  in 
wet  situations ;  and  where  tber^  is  no.wa^r  there  will 
be  iu»e  0(  tb»t  dftss  of  \^et^Ies.  Winter  is  indis* 
pmis»ble  to  the  fonuAtion  of  pe^t  or  moss  learth ;  and 
is  the  priaiary  cause  pf  its  eKistence.*  W«  »re  there* 
ibre  i^eirtain  tha^  wbprey^r  we  find  peat^  the  mi 
mvAt  have  been  fa^verod  with  slisgnant  water^  or  ia 
oilier  words,  thai  it  hsis  be^n  in  th«  state  of  »  marstt 
I^t  tb«  area  mi  wbich  the  -city  of  AberdeisaA  is 

si^ 
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situated  has  been  formerly  a  swamp  or  morass,  with 
the  exception  of  the  hills  already  mentioned,  is  es- 
tablished by  indisputable  evidence^  Strata  of  peat 
have  been  found  at  yarions  depths,  along  tke  range 
of  Broad-Street,  and  all  the  north-east  quaster  of  the 
town ;  also,  in  the  south  end  of  Castle-Street,  the 
Shiprow,  the  Shore- Brae,  the  Nethorkirkgate,  and 
along  the  south-west  quarter.  In  these  beds  of  pea' 
and  moss  earth,  timber  has  been  found  in  yarioui 
stages  of  decay,  and  some  of  it  with  the  appearanc 
of  having  been  in  a  state  of  ignition.  The  peat  stra 
ta  are  no  doubt  frequently  internipted  by  beds  c 
sand  and  gravel ;  but  siieh  breaches  of  continuity  ar 
common  to  all  mosses,  and  arise  from  a  natural  cause. 
If  a  marsh  were  level  in  the  surface,  and  the  wat« 
uniformly  extended  over  it,  the  strata  would  be  regt 
hir  and  unbroken  ;  but  the  sprface  of  marshes  is  se 
dom  level,  and  consequently  the  obstacles  to  the  w; 
ter  are  partial.  One  part  is  therefore  dry,  whi 
another  is  covered;  and  on  such  parts  only  whe 
there  is  abundant  moisture  will  moss  plants  veg^itai 
or  moss  earth  be  produced. 

In  digging  foundations  for  houses,  in  seyei 
places  in  Aberdeen,  beds  of  peat  have  been  four 
not  less  than  six  of  eight  feet  in  thickness*  As  t 
growth  of  moss  is  extremely  slow,  it  must  have  \ 
quired  ages  to  produce  such  a  quantity.  But  wfa 
the  people  who  established  themselves  around  1 
Castlehiil,  or  their  descendants,  first  turned  their. 

t< 
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i4ti<»ip«  ^y  yifmH  mx^m}]y  i>y^  to  dmg  4ir 
ground  by  catting  tracks  or  ditches  to  let  offtJhn^w^ 
i«r.  ^  .4ms  rmstfifi/^  they  movM  gradually  vj^pWim 
li^  1m#  ;  '^  fsoBi^  4be  xlegckncy  ^  BMiUtiii^  .tb^ 

3cvQ9Vie  «of  ip^t  #(H^  4v«>uld  <9«ase.  4p  <a;pq^gnmkui 
'  tlU^  Jund  tbt^  >iifQuld  {pi^eed,  iUAiU  ijhe  .whole 
fff  itb^  oMSt  ,€de^9Md  ^iffiOBiids  jntre  4ra»ed,  mid 
ijBoder^  >&^  ioF  .th^  ^Mf^  of  hemivb  tor  Ahe  pmtiio* 

ps^vwiMt-ivs  iai^y*  Xb^  :iHn>|pess  lof  'mi^kittj^  ki  the 
%m^fiitii9»  ^f  tjifir  -i3<#MiQa  ip  ipoftdii^  aiitd  the 
|V^^  j^f  4i^^  TS^i^^  4be  inwory  (pf  the  |Hreio»t 
gfSMHiilkVb  iha^  .quarAw  ^  the  itMrn  »i(«»fktQd  fwest  ^ 
$k»  <##IlMi!3B^t^»>e»ll«^}th9  l^Uimi9»  en  whioh^auMV 
and  streets  are  now  erected,  was  completely  a-siarahs^ 
Amk  «At-rei|r  Awy  yisivs  ag«>  -«#  ^uedoct  n^s^  car- 
yM'from  ithMt  s{>ac)ft>  aloo^  Siwdgale  in  l^be  .sitie  tf 
the  b^uws  urbifch  ikm«^  ^19  th«  west  :t;i0e  pf  ^at 
street. 

As  H 13  ^u}  4iiidM|iibed  ff^ot*  ^hat  p^at  er  moss  earth 
is  ^Bvety  wh«re  foyiid  U>>  )be  libe  subsoil  of  the  land  9m 
wiiioh  Atevd^ea  is  ^b«iMt«  mth  the  ^^xo^tipns  before 
ttentioniMli  it  is  peffecUy  dear  tha4^  Ihe  surfaoe  mu«tt 
httne  ilw3A<coyeiKd  wjth  ^jbagnant  water,  oiv  in  oiher 
ymsxi%  that  it  wasatoarsh^  For  pptbing  is  ware  <:er« 
taio»  than  that  whace  there  is  aaoss  or  peat  there  muat 
have  iieea  water,  as  the  eiect  inlallihly  discovers  the 
cause,  ▲khoogh  it  does  jiot  fdlom^  thai  where  there 
b  water  th^re  opost  he  jnots  «arth»  yet  ii  admits  af 

no 
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no  question^  that  where  there  is  peat  there  must  hai 
been  water,  as  it  is  an  indispensable  requisite  to  tl 
formation  of  moss>  and  the  agent  that  induces  its  g 
Iteration. 

As  it  is  evident  that  the  town  of  Aberdeen  is  sit 
ated  on  ground  that  was  formerly  a  f/iarsh,  the  pr 
priety  of  the  Celtic  name  Aber-deen,  don,  doune, 
dun  is  apparent.  For  the  descriptive  appellati 
"Hill  in  the  Marsh/'  not  only  corresponds  wi 
the  situation  of  the  place  at  that  early  period,  but 
afibrds  a  strong  instance  of  the  expressive  and  appi 
priate  language  of  the  Ceuts.  The  labours  of  t 
antiquary  are  thus  facilitated  by  the  researches  of  i 
etymologist ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  historic  recoi 
a  ray  of  light  illumines  our  path,  and  enables  us 
trace  something  certain  as  to  the  early  state  of  < 
country. 

The  limits  of  Aberdeen,,  until  a  comparatively  n 
dern  period,  were  confined  within  natural  and  distil 
bounds.  The  Castlehill>  extending  from  its  east< 
extremity  to  St,  Catharine's,  which  must  also 
included,  and  the  elevated  ground  on  which 
streets  of  Broadgate  and  Gallowgate  are  erect 
comprehended  the  whole  extent  of  the  ancient  toi 
and  its  limits  were  particularly  defined  by  its  Pop 
The  river  Don  swept  the  base  of  the  Broadhill,  8 
by  a  torn  southward  nearly  approached  to  the  £) 
The  sea  washed  the  southern  base  of  the  Castlcl 
and  the  Dee  overflowed  the  Grem.  We  have  no  r 
son,  therefore,  to  believe,  that  the  low  ground  lyi 
between  the  two  rivecs  was  early  occupied ;  part  o 
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indeed  wslb  only  lately  reclaimed.  The  Don^  by  ac- 
cident turned  more  to  the  east^  and  the  Dee  was 
restrained  by  art:  but  within  these  three  centuries 
the  German  Ocean  -has  greatly  receded  along  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland,  and  left  unequivocal  in- 
dications of  its  former  bed.  In  this  district  we  in- 
clude the  Green,  Virgma-Street,  and  the  whole 
space  extending  from  the  Denbuin  Bridge  to  the 
Canal,  and  from  thence  eastward  to  the  former  ef* 
flux  of  the  Don.  But  the  walls  of  the  town  were  lat- 
terly its  boundaries,  and  they  can  still  be  traced 
by  the  ports,  which  were  standing  within  the  re- 
collecti(m  of  the  oldest  inhabitants.  The  city  was  ac- 
cessible by  fire  gates  or  ports.  One  was  placed  at  the 
north-east  comer  of  Castle-Street,  called  Justice  Port, 
from  its  being  the  way  to  the  hill  where  justice  was 
administered  and  enforced.  The  oth^r,  Footdee  Port« 
at  the  east  extremity  of  Castle-Street— a  third  and 
fourth  called  the  Nether  and  Upper-kirkgate  Ports, 
because,  by  these  gates  the  people  passed  to  St.  Ni- 
cholas*  Chapel,  and  the  fifth  Port  was  situated  at  the 
head  of  the  Gallowgate.  Part  of  the  wall  betweea 
the  Nether  and.Upper-kirkgate  is  still  standing,  and 
within  the  area  described  by  the  five  Ports  the  city 
was  confined  till  of  late  years.  But  manufactures^ 
commerce^  and  industry,  haye  expanded  the  t6wQ  on 
all  sides,  oyer  an  irregular  and  diyersified  surface ; 
.  and  it  now  occupies  more  than  ten  times  its  former 
extent. 
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ft    «    «    « 

"W'HEN  the  Bomans  penetrated  into  Caledonia,^ 
they  found  it  inhabited  by  a  people  in  every  respect 
the  same  as  the  South  Britons.  In  manners  and  in 
language  the  resemblance  was  striking ;  and  the  na<* 
tiYes  of  both  countries  were  evidently  of  Celtic  origin* 
During  two  ages  the  inhabitants  were  denominated 
Caledonians  by  the  Romans ;  but  in  the  third  century, 
ur  rather  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth^  they  receive 
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«d  the  additional  name  of  PktSy  and  were  distiii 
guished  by  the  appellatives  Caledonii  and  PicH,  £u 
nienius  in  his  panegyrical  oration*  to  Constantius  i 
the  first  who  mentions  the  Picts ;  and  he  seems  t 
consider  them  the  saiaie  people  as  the  Caledonians 
for  he  speaks  of  "  the  woods  and  marshes  qf  the  Cak 
*'  donians  and  other  Picis."i 

This  distinction  of  nameis  haB^gf ven  rise  to  endlei 
discussions^  and  it  is  yet  an  unsettled  point  among 
antiquaries,  whether  thjB  Picts  were  a  new  race  wl 
had  invaded  and  esti^blished  themselves  in  this  cpu] 
try,  or  only  the  aboriginal  Caledonians  under  a  di 
ferent  appellation.  While  the  opinions  of  leami 
tind  wtiinent  tnen  are  so  coAtradfictory,  it  is  diffici 
to  ascertain  the  truths  but  it  is  our  duty  to  adc 
that  side  of  the  question  on  which  the  strongest  pi 
Wlifility  rests,  and  the  gf^test  weight  of  eviden 
prcpondierates. 

The  classic  authors  of  the  fourth  century  adLno 
le^ige,  thit  the  Picts,  wlio  wene  fir^t  notiecid  at  tl 
time,  were  the  same  people  as  the  Caledoai^s.  I 
chanan  and  Cambden  «gree  with  the  Roman  writei 
and  the  former  judiciously  remarks,  that  before  1 
•ariival  6f  the  Sitxons,  thtedifleitent  peopfe  of  firit 
«<yttld  totov€fi*e  toget^ter  witttoitt  thie  atehftdttde  "oif 
Iferp*et6rs ;  l4i*t  rto  trskr^s  Of  ti  Ibrei^  !«ingtltige 
Wiftittfed  fei  the  lioutotry  tif  the  Picts ;  aiiii  thut  ' 
^afti€^  t&if  distrfcte,  of  eowm,  '<jf  villages,  ttxbtmta 

♦  rhh  crrttidh,  'iVft  A^W,  w«s  lifelli^ea  th  ^aft!h,  910. 

^des,  »ed,  &c."— See  Pinkcrton's  Enquiry  into  the  Histor 
Scotland}  vol.  1.  p.  lis. 


kk^^A  cwd  rlvei^^  ^t0  q$  CeWc  origia,  Mmh^ 
lk}xyi^>  V  b\m^t  9^  mandf  other  ^^iduous  mquiiem^ 
ar#  4A6ii4ed]y  of  opiaiw,  that  tbe.  Picta  9nd  Cate4om«* 
mm  Yf^^  d)«  s4ipe  p«Qple>  aB4  oi  tke  9am«  stock  «» 
tliQ  SoQth  $ritc»n$«  who  are  u^iyer^aUy  ftUowod  to  be 
^  4f|ice]i4sM»  (^  t^ci  Celtic  Gaulii. 

S^  and  b^  Sdlowesfib  howevoi:,  with  StilKngfleot, 
Siftlserloib  4aflMs<ni4.aiMi  o^bera^  tM&k>  tbal  tbo  Picts 
n^Wt  (6Mf«  wbo.  bvidaintgrated  frooi  tbo  nortii  of 
SiHFop%  and  cooAsquootly  a  dislAD€l  saco  fiwipi  Ibflf 

IriHl  qfii«9lio«  sowkft  to  r«^  more  01^  oircoDuteitlsA 
than  m  iiMtoi^le  osidoii^^  PiiikerU)!^  ««bxiowledges 
tbil  tbfi  CU^tdosiai^  ood  Kct%  vrore  tbo  some  people, 
Wto  difl^n*  nomiM  $  bu^  bo  asoribos  loboth  9  Gol^ 
ip  magiau  ond  si^q^^ow.  tboy  oome  from  3coiidbBO?}ilr 
^iemk  Iwa  osAttuioa  belbre  tbo  €bri»tiaa  «ra«  w>«a 
tb69&oi^ltedldie^Cainbro-ib:itoiisfroiQCo](^^  Bi« 
pmlmbility  aska^not  audi  a  soppositio*^  and  biis^ry 
IB  aMeot  as.  to  suck  a  augtatias. «  It  wplifit  a  kawiwt 
ledgo  ofiainp.build{iigt  and  somo  acquointaaoe  witbn^-* 
Tigation,  to  say  that  a  borbaroos  Da^tion  crossed  a 
boifitovons  sea ;  bat  the  alupid  Goth^  aJt  thai  remote 
petiod*  w^  igoorant  of  almost  every  art.  Thoso  wbot 
deny  tbaJb  die  Pielis  wore  the  descendants  of  tbo  Cam**. 
b«o*Britisb>  8iippo»e  tbem  to  have  been  Gotbio  in?a-^ 

d2  dfil^: 

♦  «»  Hi<l{W7  oC  d»*  Picti.'*        t  "  Arch^lologla.'* 

^  «  Gf  icical  Efisay.*'  « 

$  Vide'Dr.  lamiewn'b  lotrodaction  to  the  Dictionary  of  tfae^ 
6(0ttbb  Uogoagt* 
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clers^  whoarriyed  in  this  coantry  during  the  third  cen* 
tnry.  Bat  we  can  no  where^  trace  an  invasion  pre- 
Tioas  to  the  fifth  century,  when  the  Anglo-Saxons  ap- 
peared on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed.  If  Caledonia  had 
been  invaded  by  a  new  people  at  that  time,  the  Ro- 
man writers,  of  the  third  and  succeeding  century^ 
would  not  have  failed  to  record  such  kn  event.— 
But,  from  the  reign  of  Vespasian  to  the  time  of  Gra 
lian  and  Yalentinian,  including  a  period  of  three  hun 
dred  years,  there  is  no  Roman  author  who  mention 
such  a  circumstance ;» and  in  vain  should  we  searcl 
for  any  evidence  of  such  an  event  in  the  pages  c 
Tacitus,  Ptolemy,  Dion,  Herodian,or,£umeniu8. 

As  there  is  no  historic,  testimony  in  favour  of  th 
opinion  that  the  Picts  were  Goths,  who  had  invadti 
this  country,  either  before  or  after  the  Christian  aera 
or  that  they  were  a  race  in  any  reject  differing  froi 
ihe  Caledonians,  in  the  time  of  Agricola ;  we  mua 
therefore,  appeal  to  circumstantial  evidence  for  a  » 
lotion  of  the  question,  and  deduce  the  truth  from  su< 
topographical  illustrations  and  probabilities  as  the  n 
ture  of  the  subject  will  admit. 

To  the  north  of  the  Forth,  Scotland  is  natural 
divided  into  two  great  districts.  The  Gram  pie 
reaeh  to  the  Dee,  at  the  confluence  of  which  w 
the  German  Ocean,  at  Aberdeen,  they  termina 
and,  from  that  river,  a  range  of  lofty  mounta 
runs  northward  to  the  extremity  of  the  island.  1 
people  assigned;  appi'opriate  names  to  these  c 
tricts.  The  higher,  they  denominated  Celyda 
and  the  lower,    Peithu^      In    the  language    of 
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Bad,  tfaft  ittmw  imaolm  the  BMmnMiaoQs^  anfi  the 
btler,  t(he  ftit  or  pMn  ceutry.  Ckfi  c«t  «r  coid  are 
pare  €«liio  words/  ani  «gmfy  a  toAMf ;  avd  4c»  im^ 
j^ics  a  A«ft  hence  Ct^ddm,  ivaoded  M&»  or  the  ibqk»d« 
tainoDs  liistrkt.  Tbe  mhabitaats  therefore  4islia^ 
geished  themselvee  aecerdii^  tip  their  rtspectiv^ 
beondfl,  by  the  vanes  of  Qs^ddani  and  JMAi»  which 
the  Romans  latinked  by  Ckdedaui  and  P«c<i^  '  Belt 
as  the  Roman  amies  were  fint  opfMsed  by  the  people 
ef  the  Celydden  dirtriot,  they  denoBiiiiated  the  white 
mfaabtta«ts  OalBdoniaBg,  aiul  their  coantry  Caledeoie*- 
This  distioctioe^  winch  had  been  always  observed  by 
the  natives  theinselves>  and  which  arose  from  the  aa* 
tural  diviaaoB  of  Isheir  cimetry,  was  not  att^ded  to  by 
the  Roman,  and  Gieek  w/iters,  during  the  thre^  first 
eenturies  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  beginning  oi  the 
fourth  that  the  inhahitants  were^  particularised  by  the 
specific  aptpeUatiens  of  G^edouii  and  Ficti,  wliich 
oertainly  meant  the  Highland  and  Lotvhmi  North  Brl*^^ 


Throughout  Scotland,  ^lye  ancient  names  of  nioun^ 
tains,  rivers,  and  places,  are -Celtic,  and  express  t 
sense  declarative  of  their  nature  or  situation.  This 
tiacumstance,  alone,  affords  a  strong  presumption  in  fa- 
teur  of  the  opinion,  that  tha 'C&ledonii  and  Picti  were 
the  same  peo)^e,  and  of  the  same  descent.  If  the 
Picts  had  been  a  race  difi^rent  from  the  Aborigines,. 
••d  had  invaded  this  country  at  a  period  subsequent 
to  the  age  of  Agricola,  we  couki  certainly  have  traced, 
»ome  Fcuoains  of  their  language  in  the  topograpbicel 
D  3  history 

f  Chalmers'  Caledonia,  p.  65, 201. 
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history  of  North  Britain.  But  we  eTery^h€refin< 
Gaelic  name^,  and  in  these  names  the  genius  of  tbi 
Celtic  language  to  predominate.  In  the  lowlands  o 
Scotland,  however^  we  discover  Teutonic  names ;  bu 
tbese  were  imposed  by  the  Anglo-Saxons,  and  £ng 
lish,  at  a  time  comparatively  modem ; ,  and  are  there 
Ibre^  no  criteriim  by  which  we  could  ascertain  tip 
language  of  five  previous  centuries^ 

The  Anglo-Saxon  language^  which  is  a  dialect  < 
%he  Gothic,  is  remarkable  for  its  poverty  and  ba 
venness;  and  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  thebeaul 
$al  and  eopious  diction  of  the  Ceks.  The  Goths  01 
finally  adopted  many  of  the  Celtic  names  in  Gc 
many  and  in  the  north  of  Europe ;  and  from  the  sar 
cause,  their  descendants,  the  Anglo-Saxons,  borrow 
much  from  the  Celtic  and  Scoto-Irish  languages,  wi 
which  the  Scoto- Saxon  is  enriched  to  this  day.  T 
difference  of  the  language  of  the  Celts  from  that 
the  Gothic  colonists  shows  a  difference  of  origin  in  1 
people  ;  but  in  manners,  in  customs,  and  in  religi 
^ere  is  also  a  marked  distinction.  If  it^  be  admitt 
however;  that  the  Picts  and  Caledonians  were 
jsame  people,  it  follows  of  course,  that  the  Picts  w 
neither  Gothic  colonists  nor  of  Gothic  ex:traction» 
the  Caledonians  were  evidently  of  Celtic  origin.  J 
on  the  whole  we  may  conclude,  that  the  descend: 
of  the  same  people  who  fought  Agricola  at*  the  ' 
of  the  Grampians  finally  repulsed  the  Roman  leg 
at  the  distance  of  more  than  three  centuries.  In  ! 
goage  and  in  manners  a  striking  uniformity  car 
distinctly  traced  in  the  Caledonian  nations^  from 
age  of  Agricola  to  the  reign  of  Honorius  ^   and    1 
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Celtic  stock  therefore,  we  may  safely  ascribe  the  in- 
habitants  of  this  comitry,  until  their  intermixture,  at 
a  later  period,  with  Gothic  Saxons,  and  other  nations. 

About  the  year  360,  the  ScoHcas  gentc9  are  first 
mentioned  in  the  pages  of  Roman  history,  as  acting 
in  conjunction  with  the  Picts,  and  making  fierce  at- 
tacks on  the  provincials  of  South  Britain^  It  is  gene- 
rally imagined,  that  they  were  emigrants  from  the 
shores  of  Ireland,  who  settled  in  the  west  of  Scot- 
land, and  incorporared  with  the  Picts  and  Caledoni* 
'ans.  The  Scoto-Irish  spoke  the  same  language  as 
the  Picts,  which  indicates  that  they  proceeded  from 
the  same  stock,  and  were  descended  from  the  Gael. 
A  simiiarity  of  manners,  and  the  identity  of  language, 
at  that  time,  in  South  and  North  Britain,  and  in  Ire* 
land,  sufficiently  evince  the  common  prigin  of  the  peo« 
pie ;  and  tl^  Gaelic  tongue  is  certain  proof  of  a  Cel- 
tic descent. 

From  the  time  of  Agricola  to  the  final  retreat  of 
the  Romans,  a  period  of  350  years  is  included.  Al- 
though the  Romans  maintained  military  stations  and 
settlements  for  about  two  centuries  throughout  Scot? 
land;  it  isjfi  melancholy,  fact,  that  the  people  made 
no  progrefift>  in  acts  and  civilization ;  for  we  must 
consign  the  polished  age  of  Fingal  to  the  imagina* 
tion  of  the  bards,  and  consider  the  poems  of  Os»an  as- 
the  fabulous  history  of  a  subsequent  period.  The 
weakness  of  the  Roman  empire,  which  had  been  as* 
sailed  on  all  sides  by  furious  barbarians,  prevented 
the  Emperors  from  sending  assistance  to  the  provin- 
cials of  South.  Britaipi  who  were  unable  to  wUh3tan4 

the 
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the  atteckt  of  ^^ir  sK>re  vatli^  ttei^falwv.  The 
Scots  and  Pids  carried  Iuiyoc  lad  dii«astatiia  iajt« 
ike  keart  of  Soafeh  BriUin ;  and  to  fcpel  iUfm^  th^ 
Sritonft  inpnidestly  calUd  in  ^e  asiistaiict  of  th( 
l^xons,  who  wevK  follow«d  by  the  Jutea  and  Angles 
Tliey  turned  U^iv  arafts  against  the  BeiteiiSy  aad  afitci 
a  bloody  and  destracUve  oonlesi,  finflfy  subdues 
ihrnn,  and  establitbed  a  G<^Hic  dynaMy.  But  tli 
first  appearance  of  tlie  Saxons  in  Caledonia  was  ii 
449,  and  soon  aUfcer,  a  body  of  that  people  dd»arkei 
en  the  ^res  of  the  Forth^  where,  it  is  said^  the! 
formed  settlenKents* 

The  Northombrianincmarehy  was  established  in  th 
year  ^47 ;  and  the  Scoto-Irish  and  ^ctisb  territorii 
on  the  sooth  and  west,  wei«  protected  and  bound€ 
by  Ihe  Forth  and  the  Clyde.  For  one  iiundred  ar 
thtrty-eight  years  the  descendants  of  the  Goths  ar 
Celts  carried  on  alnK>st  incessant  warfare,  but  in  6fi 
the  Saxons  received  a  signal  defeat  at  DunAichen 
Angus,  where  the  Northumbrians  lost  their  Kin^ 
and  for  a  few  years,  the  Scots  and  Ficts  enjoyed  t1 
security  of  peace. 

T^e  restl^s  nature  of  barbarous  nations,  bowev< 
precludes  thei  continuance  of  tranquiility,  and  the  Pic 
renewed  the  war,  by  a  wasteful  incursion  into  t 
country  of  the  Northumbrians;  but  they  were  p 
Rished  for  their  temerity  by  a  complete  overthn 
tippn  the  bank^  of  the  Tyne.  After  the  defeat  of  t 
Kets  in  710,  the  Saxcxis  in  Lothian  remained  unnn 
ieeted',  and  gradually  extended  their  'settlements 
Ae  west.    From  the  F<«th  to  the  Tweed,  the  -Got] 
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Dames  of  places  indubitably  show  the  conquests,  the 
settlements,  and  language  of  the  Saxons;  and  that 
they  had  remained  for  many  years  in  possession  of 
the  southern  districts  of  Scotland. 

The  kingdom  of  Pictayia  had  been  much  weak*  . 
ened  by  contests  with  the  Saxons,  and  wa^  still  far«' 
ther  reduced  by  a  series  of  destructive  wars  with 
the  Scots,  who  had  assumed  the  tone  and  character 
of  conquerors.  But  by  intermarriages  between  the 
royal  families  of  the  two  kingdoms,  both  nations  were 
united  under  one  sovereign^  and,  in  the  year  843, 
KfiNNBTH  M'Alpinb  became  the  heir  and  represen- 
tative of  the  regal  line.  The  name  and  characteris- 
tic distinctions  of  the  Pictish  nation  were  now  Jost ; 
hut>n  manners  and  in  language  they  had  differed  little 
from  th6  Scots..  By  mutual  conquests,  intercourse, 
and  settlements,  they  had  so  intimately  mingled  with 
the  Anglo-Saxons,  that  the  language  and  policy  of 
the  latter  had  come  to  predominate  over  the  great- 
er part  of  Pictavia ;  and  the  united  nation  was  a  mix- 
ture of  Picts  or  ancient  Caledonians,  Scoto-Irish  or- 
Balriads,  and  Goths  or  Anglo-Saxons. 

The  reign  of  Kenneth  was  disturbed  by  the  inva- 
sions of  the  Banes  and  Norwegians,  who  first  poured 
.  upon  the  coasts'  of  France,  and  then  upon  England 
and  Scotland.  Kenneth  opposed  the  ravagers,  and  in 
860  left  a  kingdom  strong  and  united,  to  his  brother 
and  successor  I>onald.  It  is  represented,  that  the  an<« 
cient  laws  of  the  Scots  were  revised  by  Donald,  who 
quelled  an  insurrection  among  his  Pictish  subjects, 

and. 
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md  dM  after  ^  9kori<  r^ign  of  ft^ur  years.*    He 
tttcce^dtd  ia  the  aov^teignty  by  Coantamtiiie  the 
q£  Kennelb*    Tbe  Panes  having  renewed  the^r  de] 
dations,  Constahtine  fought  ihem  oa  the  h^nks  of 
l4l¥e«  i*  Fife,  wkere  he  wa^  aucqes«ful  in  the 
oflMft;  but  vasiUy  leading  bis  forces  to  assault  tl 
gMp,  which  was  strongly  fbrtified>  he  was  disc< 
Hlfld*     The  Panea  j^asaed  inta  Stratb  Clyde, 
thepoe  over  to  Ireland ;  but  alliMred  by  p]iuidei 
uevenge,  they  agaia  returned  ta  Scotland,  defe^ 
the  Scot4»  and  ravaged  their  tenritoriey*    Amidst  th 
diwAere  C«ii$tantine  died  in  932^^  and  -vaff  spcceei 
by  his  bii^tbef  £(],(  who  was  slaiii  by  £pchpid  i 
Gwig. 

£oQbpi4  seen^s  to  havo  be^  a  neoai^l  SoToreig 
s^  it  id  s^ifl,  that  Qfeig  enjoyed  &e  whole  power 
fjmm  thi<  Qfeig  oi;  Gregory^  the  mvqicipal  origin 
tb^  town  of  ABfiaviPBN  is  deduped.  In  th^  Statisti 
AncowU,  and  in  dififerent  printed  works,  id  i^  grav< 
aqpH^rted,  <Aa4  oU  bii^^km^  Qgme  in  s(^mg  fhat  Gxeg 
gfpamA  a  QhiiHer  io  tbp  %wn  ^  JieMeti^  m^^  3i 
893,  which  was  can9eqnen%  erected  into  a  ro; 
biMFgh, 

In  the  short  sketch  we  have  gi^en  of  the  9iate 
Scotland  from  the  invasion  of  the  Ron^ans  tp  the  ti 
of  Gregory,  it  may  b«  &een»  how  little  progress  \ 
been  made  in  civilisation  by  the  inhabitant^  of  Ca 
donia»  end  how  little  reliance  may  be  placed  on  a 
thing  that  is  said  relajiive  to  them.      Paring  tl 

glooi 
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•  Heroni  vol.  1.  page  43. 


glMI&y  'p^IoB;  ^tit),  imteed,,  fbr  sevetttl  «ge!i  alien 
the  ^t»^o^te  w«re  In  &  statte  t^f  ttlmosN;  imv^ge  'iiatttre.^**^ 
Cc»is«&dtl;f  )3ttiBrbitefd  in  trarftiire^  fAtey  bftd  nathflt 
leiisnre  n^t  inequation  to  '^fdbecQte  the  usefttl  urtft, 
1^  lefM^tt^  1f^  trnknoiiifi,  or'tmly  studied  wifAiii^ 
€ke  <(^$  ttf  d^  moiftls.  Use  G^^it  wtf»  the  enly^ 
language  of  the  country  during  the  S<!«fliih)»etMI^ 
t^^thei^iMii^nO  ^«n  doffifeienttlj  leatvfed  to  cc^oknit 
itfo  ^^iKllg,  mA  it  k  dofublful  t^  GTregoiy  eorid  ft%ft 
liiinaai»e.* 

The  ^Mngy  of1^)«ralv<&slte  9<»«ti^f  h&tirhh^  in  tMl 
i^e.  f%e  ^olflvAtion  ^f  tlfe  huta^ii  in\M  is  Uie  ^Di% 
of  le^OU^  o^^sdtHifitjr,  "and  <^  peace.  But  this  sacred 
YetreatTw€te'ft^qttei4tly*Tiolated  by  bftrbarous  ihy^^*#, 
who  re^t'^ci^^^^^^i*  ^^  fiianctity  of  hs  tv^ls  nor^«|^ 
psrrfe  Ii¥es  df  its  sclmlatts.  'Ifithe  sp»ce  of  eight  y<e$at^, 
imm  797  ttor  805,  it  was  iHttte  bunied  by  the  '©atitti, 
&HdHtsit)h«^tafite  mui^^red.  At  an  ^fler 'period  it 
^mA  twice  y^k^mft^,  tAnd  its  Afsbtrf^  smd  diseifAeft 
4tM^99U!fiSd  ^y  !Nq^gf^i% '^tf^ti^s ;  iahd  k  Avas  ench 
iMttlMed  'by  (accident,  in  mpid  fiuceesyion  ihe  ikbhfM 
Q^  idiia'folk>#bd  e^ch  d^t  |b  lli^  gfai^ ;  Md  this 
ce}^irated  ^^ck)!  gradually  oKsappe^rred.  Amidift 
iMK^e^mlbl  €h^»ges,  likt  vatet  of  >leamiiYg  wsto  ottf;^ 
hMiii  »«a  <he  j^tiores  of  loua.    -^t  ft  %^  'too  fetebife 

.  *  The  English  laagilge  #A  Uttt  4ittfMfbM-^t4>(8c«(dUt4 
'by  th«  Daab-SASMM,  hetweenthe  Sth  ftnd  llch  «c&t«ritti  l^nt 
it  did  not  become  general  in  the  caaxittft  until  After  the  %onf 
quest  of  Edirard  I.  towards  the  close  of  the  13th  century.  And 
in  the  Gaelic,  which  was  the  prevailing  language  of  the  country i 
tlitte  is  not  a  single  work  in  existence. 
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to  reach  the  boisterous  scenes  of  Scotish  turbulenc 
and  the  school  of  Kenneth,  established  at  the  capi 
of  the  Pictish  kingdom,  was  only  a  faint  and  meh 
imitation  of  that  of  lona.  This  age,  and  for  lo 
after,  was  the  period  of  w^r  and  of  bloodshed.  T 
minds  of  men  were  sunk  in.  ignorance  and  debas 
by  barbarous,  manners. 

In  such  circumstances,  have  we  any  reason  to  si 
pose,  that  municipal  regulations  were  attended  t 
or  that  the  formality  of  a  charter  could  constitute 
right,  when  the  sword  was  the  only  arbiter  of  1 
and  of  justice  ?  Indeed  it  is  generally  believed  that 
charters  existed  previous  to  the  time  of  Edgar, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  Uth  century,  or  fu 
two  hundred  years  after  the  death  of  Gregory.  1 
history  of  the  life  of  Gregory  is,  besides,  involi 
in  such  obscurity  and  contradiction  that  we  can 
certain  nothing  concerning  him  that  can  be  rel 
upon.  One  class  of  historians  ascribe  to  his  men 
ry  gfc^^  ^^d  glorious  deeds^  while  another  repres 
him  as  an  usurper  and  a  robber.  The  credul 
Abercrombie  devotes  a  whole  chapter  to  celebrate 
martial  achievements,  illustrating  his  character  b 
lengthened  view  of  his  disinterestedness  and  mode 
tion,  piety. and  worth.  But  so  vague  and  indefii 
are  our  accounts  of  the  transactions  of  those  tin 
that  we  are  uncertain  of  the  duration  of  his  reign, 
time,  place,  or  manner  of  his  death.  . 

When  the  early  history  of  our  country  is  dives 
of  its  fabulous  interpolations,  the  lives  of  such  hei 
are  generally  resolved  into  a  few  inconsiderable  fa 
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Accordingly,  oar  late  writers  deny  to  Gregory  his 
glory  and  his  conquests ;  and  consider  them  merely 
as  the  fictions  of  the  clergy,  who  blazoned  his  name, 
and  consecrated  his  character,  in  return  for  largesses 
and  benefactions.  As  far  as  prayers  and  protesta* 
tions  could  go,  the  followers  of  the  church,  in  all  ages, 
and  in  all  countries,  have  been  ever  grateful  to  those 
who  have  bestowed  favours  upon  them ;  and  Grego- 
Xy,  as  the  founder  of  the  See  of  St.  Andrews,  merited 
and  obtained  the  homage  of  their  praise.''^ 

It  is  generally  admitted,  that  Gregory  was  the 
Maormor  of  that  part  of  the  country  which  compre- 
hended the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  BanfF— that  bet 
was  a  bold  and  intrepid  chieftain,  wh6  ascended  the 
throne  through  tha  murder  of  Hugh  the  brother  of 
Constantine— and  that  he  reigned,  in  conjunction 
with  Eochotd,  for  eleven  years ;  but  that  he  was  de- 
posed, and  lived  three  years  in  retirement ;  and,  it  is 
said,  that  be  died  in  897,  at  his  Castle  of  Dunadeer.f 

It  is  probable,  that  Gregory  afforded  his  protection 
to  Aberdeen,  and  granted  such  verbal  privileges  to 
the  people,  who  were  perhaps  his  faithful  adherents, 
as  conveyed  some  distinction  or  pre-eminence  over 
the  less  considerable  villages  in  his  ample  domain. — 
But  it  is  inconsistent  with  probability,  and  the  state 
of  the  country  at  that  period,  to  suppose,  that  Grego- 
ry could  have  given  a  charter  in  writing,  or  any  thing 
corresponding  to  our  ideas  of  such  grants  in  the  time 
of  Alexander,  of  David,  or  of  Robert  de  Bruce.  The 
E    .  Sco* 

♦  Chalmers*  Caledonia,  p.  429.        f  ^^'^^^ 
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ScctO'Saxon  period,  or  from  the  year  1100,  is  tl 
age  of  charters ;  and  none  are  in  existence  preyio 
to  that  tiine^  which  are  deemed  aathentic.  We  m; 
he  assured,  therefore,  that  the  charter  said  to  ha 
been  granted  by  Gregory  to  the  town  of  Aberdee 
in  the  year  893,  never  had  any  existence,  or  on 
existed  in  the  imagination  of  the  credulous  advocat 
for  the  antiquity  of  the  municipal  privileges  of  tl 
city. 


CH>! 


CHAPTER  n.  continued: 


iTHE«COTISH  KINGS  FROM  894  TO  1157— SEE  OP  MORTLAClT' 
BSTABLfSHED— ITS    REMOVAL  TO  ABBRD€EN~5TATE    Ot 

•31    «    «    « 


From  Ae  time  of  Gregory  to  the  reign  of  Datid 
r.  who  removed  the  feHgious  estahlii&hment  of  Mort* 
lach  to  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1'154>  we  4nd  ttothing 
relatire  to  thrs  city  that  could  be  either  credited^  ot 
worth  'recording.  When  we  consider  the  distracted 
state  of  Scotland,  and  the  deficiency  or  scantiness  of 
Written  documents,  far  more  than  three  centuries,  it 
is  not  surprising,  that  there  shouM  be^  Httle  to  relate 
concerning  the  t\n\  policy  of  this  kingdom.  It  may 
not  be  improper,  howeyer,  to  rapidly  trace  the  most 
important  eyents  in  the  history  of  our  country,  from 
the  close  of  the  ninth  to  the  middle  of  the  twelfth 
century;  which  will  exhibit  a  faithful,  tho'  gloomy, 
picture  of  a  rude  and  barbarous,  l^t  warlike  nation ; 
12.  and> 
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and^  at  the  same  time,  convince  us,  that  municipal  r 
gulations  were  unknown  in  such  turbulent  ages, 
the  year  894,  Donald,  the  son  of  Constantine,  b 
came  king  of  Scotland.  He  was  greatly  harrassed  I 
the  Danes  and  Norwegians,  who  had  effected  a  s< 
tlement,  and  powerfully  established  themselves 
Moray  *.  He  quelled  an  insurrection  of  hb  own  su 
jeets,  fought  and  defeated  .the  Danes,  but  died  of  ] 
w^ounds  at  Forres,  according  to  Fordun,  afler  a  rei 
-of  nine  years.  Boece  affirms,  however,  that  he  w< 
into  Northumberland,  where  he  died :  but  it  is  e 
dent,  that  our  accounts  of  his  life  are  founded  up 
conjecture,  and  consequently  unworthy  of  confiden 
Donald  was  succeeded  by  Constantine,  the  son 
Ed,  in  OO^ ;  who,  like  his  predecessor,  was  embr< 
.  ed  with  the  Norwegians  in  bloody  warfare.  Tl 
over- ran  Ptctland,  but  were  finally  defeated  at  1 
more>  and  did  not  return  for  many  years  to  dist 
the  kingdom.  But  JEthelstan,  the  English  monair 
a  no  less  powerful  enemy  than  the  Danes,  iuvai 
and  devastated  Scotland,  which  induced  Constant 
to  form  a  close  alliance  with  the  Northumbrians  ;  v 
M^bose  forces,  in  conjunction  with  the  Dano-Irish  and 
own  people,  he  penetrated  into  England.  JEtheh 
met  them  at  Brunanburg ;  and  a  desperate  battle  er 
ed,.in  which  the  confederates  were  overthrown.  C 
stantine  escaped,  and  returned  to  his  capital ;  but  s 
after  retired  to  St.  Andrews,  where  he  finished  his  d 
in  peace^  in  the  society  of  holy  menf.     Constan 

-P     ,  apP 

*  Heron's  Hist,  of  Scotland^  vol.  I.  p.  4^, 
t  Buchanao,  vol,  I.  p.  21 1« 


HISTORY  OF  ABERDEEN.  5^ 

appears  to  have  beon  engaged  in  almost  incessant 
warfare ;  but  historians  are-  very  contradictory  as  to 
the  events  of  his  life^  and  his  traniactions  are  there- 
fore invoWed  in  as  much  obscurity  as  those  of  the  .pre* 
ceding  reign. 

MaJcalm,  the  sncoessor  of  Oonstantine^  quelled  an 
insurrection  of  the  **  man  of  Moray/'  who  bad  been 
instigated  to  rebellion  by  Kellach  their  chief,  or  Ma« 
ermor.  Kellach  was  slain ;  and  Makoha  turned  his 
arms  against  Northomberland.  His  Banish  subjects 
in  Moray  again  rose  in  rebelliOp ;  and  he  wan  hilled 
by  them  at  Fetteresso,  in  the  Mearns,  in  the  mhr^yciar 
of  his  reign,* 

Oa  the  death  of  Malcolm,  Indutf  ascended  the 
throne,  in  953,  but  he  was  not  more  fortunate  than 
his  predecessor.  The  Danes  ravaged  the  ooasts  of 
Scotland  A  numerous  party  having  landed  in  061,  in 
tbe  bay  of  Cullen  in  Baot&hire,  Indulf  met  them, 
and  a  furious  battle  was  terminated  with  the  loss  of 
his  life,  after  a  short  reign  of  eight  years. f 

Diiff',  the  son  of  Malcolm  L  assumed  the  sceptre  in'. 
Wl,  and  his  reign  was  embittered  by  civil  discord. 
A  competitor  for  the  throne  involved  the  country  in 
all  the  calamities  of  doniestic  warfare;  and' Duff  was 
assassinated  at  Forr^,  in  9^5,  after  a  distracted  reign 
of  foup  years  and  a  half  :jt 

Cukn,  succeeded  I^uiF,  ancl,  by  his  cpitiaifs,  involved 
the  country  in  war  with  the  Strathcluyd  Btitons,  who 
met*  him  in  battle  in  Lothian  y  and  jslew  him  with. 
his  brother  £ochaI§  ^ 

K  3  Keif- 

*  Buchanan,  vol  1.  p.  212.      f  Chalmen'  Caledon.  v.  1«  p.  S9K- 
|;  Chalmers,  voh.l .  p.  392..        §  Ibid.  vol.  1 .  p..39S». 


54  IlISTaRT  OF  ABERDEBV. 

Kenneth  III.  ia  970,  was  invested  with  sort&reignti 
-  He  wielded  the  sceptre  with  a  powerfal  arm ;  and  coc 
tinned  the  war  against  the  Strathcluyd  Britons,  unt 
he  spbdned  them,  and  annexed  their  country  to  tli 
territories  of  the  Scotish  kings.  He  penetrated  inl 
Nortiiumberland,  spoiled  the  country,  and  carried  g 
the  son  of  the  king^.  The  Danes  renewed  their  a 
tacks,  and  landed  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  Kennel 
Ibught  and  defeated  them  at  Luncarty.  He  murderer 
it  is  said,  Malcolm,  the  son  of  Dufil  He  qnelied  an  ii 
surrection  in  the  county  of  Mearus,  and  put  to  death  tl 
son  of  Fineilo:  But  a  woman's  revenge  is  sometimes  te 
rible,  and  he  fell  a  victim  to  her  perhaps  jnst  resen 
Bient;  Finella  fled,  but  did  not  escape ;  and  on  th 
<:ircumstance  a  popular  story  is  founded,  which  is  sti 
lelated  in  the  county  of  the  Mearns.f  Thus  term 
Bated  the  guilty  career  of  Kenneth  UI.  after  a  loi 
and  bloody  reign  of  twenty-four  years^ 

Constantine  IV.  assumed  the  sceptre  of  Kenneth.- 
Me  was  the  son  of  Culen,  and  his  reign  was  short  an 
inglorious*  His  right  to  the  crown  was  disputed  h 
Kemeth  IV..  called  Grim,  The  hostile  parties  met  < 
the  banks  of  the  Almond,,  and  Constantine  was  killed 

Kenmih  IV.  son  of  DuU^  sumamed  Grim,  a8cend< 
the  throne  in  995  ;  but  Malcolm  of  Cumberland  coi 
ceiving  himself  to  be  the  lawful  heir  to  the  crow 
invaded  Scotland,  and  Grim  was  killed  in  battle^  aft 
an  unfortu^te  reign  of  eight  years.  § 

m 

*  Chalxnerf^  vol.  1.  p.  394.     f  Ibid.  toL  1.  p.  396.«-See  all 
Mr*.  RobertBcn's  excellent  Surve)^  of  KiQcardineshire,  p.  191- 
I  Heri^n's  History  of  Scotland,  vol,  1,  p.  £$• 
ji Cfialnkvol*  2.  p.  397* 
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Malcolm  n.  in  1003  seized  the  sceptre  of  Kemieth ; 
and  his  reiga  was  a  continued  scene  of  warfare.  The 
Danes,  the  Swedes^  and  Norwegians^  with  Sigurd,  the 
Earl  of  Orkney,  invaded  the  east  and  west  coasts 
of  Scotland,  in  all  quarters.  The  Danes  seized  the 
Burgb-head  of  Moray,  (the  Ptoroton  of  the  Romans), 
which  alKbrded  a  safe  harbour  to  their  shipping,  and 
an  impregnable  retreat  to  their  forces.''^  Sigurd  car- 
ried his  depredations  along  the  shores  of  the  Moray 
Firth.  A  reinforcement  of  Danes  having  landed, 
they  advanced  to  meet  Malcolm,  who  had  collected 
the  strength  of  the  Scotish  nation.  They  joined  in 
battle  at  JHordaeh,  where  a  bloody  conflict  ensued  ; 
and  after  fiercely  contending  for  victory,  the  Danes 
were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  courage  of  the  Scots. 
In  obedience  to  a.  sacred  vow,  Malcolm  endowed  a 
religious  house  and  church  at  Mortlach,  which  were 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  battle.  Mort-lach  are  Gael- 
ic wordft— mor/^  death,  and  lach,  lake,  which  imply,  the 
Lake  qf  Death,  or  HavocL  This  religious  establish- 
ment was  confirmed  by  Pope  Benedict,  who,  from  the 
year  1012  to  1021',  was  the  supreme  head  of  the 
*'  Universal  Church  -y"  but  it  was  afterwards  removed  . 

to  ABEROfiEN.f 

The  Danes  still  continued  their  hostile  descents  on 
the  shores  of  Buchan  and  Angus.  Malcolm  encoun» 
tered  them  at  Aberlemno,  in  Forfarshire,  where  they 
sustained  a  signal  defeat;  and  monumental  pillars 
have  perpetuated  the  remembrance  of  the  victory.— 

JL 

*  ChalmersitoL  1.  p.  398*         f  ^^^'  ^^*  ^^  P;  ^^^* 
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'  A  fresh  body  of  Danish  warriors  landed  at  Panbride, 
Qnder  the  raliant  Camus^  but  he  had  penetrated  only  a 
few  miles  into  the  country/  when  he  was  killed,  and 
his  army  totally  routed  by  the  Scots*  But  the  Danes 
were  neither  intimidated  nor  repressed  by  sucl^  re- 
peated defeats,  and  they  landed  again  on  the  coast  of 
Buchan,  near  to  Slains  Castle.  The  Maormor  of  the 
district  attacked  and  overthrew  them,*  Malcolm's 
vigour  having  finally  repelled  the  Danish  invaders, 
the  Scotish  nation  was  delivered  fiom  their  depreda- 
tions for  a  few  years :  but  this  unhappy  country  was 
still  destined  to  feel  the  scourge  of  war.  For  Malcolm 
attacked  Northumberland,  and  fought  a  severe  battle 
with  Earl  IJTehtred.  He  afterwards  defended  his 
country  from  the  assaults  of  the  powerful  Canute-, 
who  penetrated  into  Scotland  in  the  year  1031.*- 
Malcohn's  warlike  reign  was  closed  in  the  year  1033  ; 
but  so  contradictory  are  our  chroniclers,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  discover  whether  he  died  a  natural  deathy 
or  by  the  hand  of  the  assassin,  f 

Duncan,  the  grandson  of  Malcolm,  immediately  sue** 
ceeded  the  aged  King.  The  tranquillity  of  his  govern*^ 
ment  was  disturbed  by  insurrections;  and,  he  fell  a 
victim  to  the  ambition  of  Macbeth,  who  murdered 
him  at  Bothgowanan,  near  Elgin,  1039>  after  a  reign 
of  six  years,  i. 

Macbeth  ascended  that  throne  to  which-he  had  paved 
tiie  way  by  assassinatton».     His  administration  was 

wise 

*  Chalmers'  CaUdonia,  vol  I.  p.  403. 

fHeron*8  HiH* of  Scotland,  vol.!, p.  59. 

{.Ghalmersivol.  I.  p.  405»> 
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wise  and  vigorous,  but  discontent  prevailed  in  tbe 
nation,  and  revenge  rankled  io  the  bosom  of  Malcolm^ 
the  son  of  the  murdered  Duncan.  Assisted  by  Siward^ 
Earl  of  Northumberland,  Malcolm  marched  into  Scot* 
land,  and  a  bloody  conflict  took  place  between  him 
and  Macbeth,  at  Dunsinan.  Macbeth  retired  to  the 
country  of  his  adherents ;  but  again  met  his  enemy^ 
and  was  slain  in  battle  at  Lumphanan,  in  Aberdeen- 
shire,  in  the  year  1056,  by  the  hand  of  Macdufi^  the 
Maormor  of  Fife.*  Shakespeare  has  finely  drama* 
tized  tbe  story  of  Macbeth ;  but  his  character  has 
been  .injured  as  much  by  the  poet  as  by  some  of  our 
early  historians  ;  who  appear  to  have  been  greatly 
prejudiced  agaiinst  him.  The  duration  of  his  reign 
was  seventeen  year^f 

Lulach,X  the  son  of  '^  Ladtf  Macbeth,'*  ascended  the 
^  throne  ;  and  for  a  few  months  defended  his  crown  and 
his  life,  against  his  rival,  Malcolm  Canmore.  But 
M2dcoim'8  good  fbitaiM  gav«  him. the  victory  at  Essie 
in  Strathbogy,  where  Lulach  was  slain,  in  1057,  aftev 
a  short  reign  of  four  or  five  months.  §  His  body, 
with  that  of  Macbeth,  was  conveyed  to  the  sacred  isle 
of  lona,  and  entombed  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Scotish 
Kings ;  a  circumstance  which  proves,  that  they  were 
considered  as  of  the  blood  royal,  and  their  remains 
accordingly  respected  by  the  conqueror. 

After  a  contest  of  two  years,  Malcolm  III.  quietly 
ascended  the  throne  in   1057,  having  been  crowned 

at 

^  *  Chalmert,  Caledonia,  vol.  I.  p.  413. 

f  HeroD*t  History  of  Scotland,  vol.  1.  p.  GO, 

\  Chalmers,  yqL  1,  p.  il5t        §  Ibid.  vol.  1.  p.  415. 
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Cit  Scone  with  the  usual  solemnities.  His  first  mili*: 
taiy  enterprise  was  undertaken  against  Northumber« 
land^  which  he  invaded  and  laid  waste.  In  1070  he 
penetrated  into  England  as  far  as.Durham,  spreading 
universal  desolation,  burning  the  edifices  sacred  to  re- 
ligion, and  the  unfortunate  people  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge in  them  as  sanctuaries  respected  by  the  usage 
of  wan  He  spared  neither  age  nor  sex,  and  with  sa- 
r^ge  barbarity  massacred  all  without  distinction.  In 
the  meantime,  his  own  territories  of  Cum^berland 
tvere  ravaged  by  Gospatrick,  Earl  of  Northumberlandv 
In  1076,  Malcolm  again  invaded  Northumberland^ 
and  wasted  the  country  as  far  as  the  river  Tyne.  la 
loo  I,  the  English  in  their  turn  carried  the  war  into 
Scotland,  under  Wilh'am  Rufus,  but  Malcolm  riego- 
ciatcd  a  peace,  and  thus  saved  his  country  from  the 
horrors  incident  to  the  theatre  of  hostilities.  In  1093 
Malcolm  "  burst  into  Northumberland  with  a  tumul- 
^-  tuary  army,  and  renewed  the  miseries  of  that  un- 
*  happy  province."*  He  was  attacked,  however,  .by 
Robert  de  Moubray,  and  slain,  along  with  his  eldesi 
«on»^ 

Thus  fell  TNIalcdm  Canmore,  after  a  reign  of  37 
years,  of  almost  continued  warfece..  He  possessed 
intrepid  courage,  and  it  is  said,  that  the  cruelty  of  hi* 
disposition  was  much  softened  by  the  milder  virtues 
of  his  wife  Margaret ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  by  his 
apttons,  that  he  was  ever  guided  by  the  dictates  of 
humanity.     He  was  completely  illitei*ate ;  and  in  fact^ 


*  Lord  Hailes*  Annah,  of  Scotland,  voL  I.  p.  4.  to  S7» 
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a  fierce  barbarism^  who  ruled  despotically  over  a  sa^ 
▼age  people. 

Ihnald,  the  brother  of  Malcolm^  assumed  the  go* 
Temment,  and  expelled  the  family  of  the  late  king, 
with  alJ  the  foreigners  who  had  found  protection  at 
the  Scotish  court.  Dujtcan,  the  bastard  son  of  Mal« 
€olm,  invaded  Scotland  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  ar« 
my  of  English  and  Normans  to  dispossess  Donald.—- 
Duncan  was  successful^  and  reigned  in  his  stead ;  but 
Edmund,  a  lawful  son  of  Malcom  III*  in  conjunction 
with  Donald^  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  against  Dun- 
csm.*  At  their  instigation,  Duncan  w^is  murdered  by 
Malpeder,  Maormor  of  Mearns,  and  Donald  again  as* 
cended  the  throne.  He  now  more  rigorously  enfor<r 
ced  the  expulsion  of  foreigners  y  and  so  brutal  were 
the  manners  of  the  age,  that  it  was  a  national  ob« 
ject  to  eQace  civility  from  the  kingdom.f  Edgar  the 
son  of  Malcolm  invaded  Scotland  in  1097«  with  an 
army  rais^  in  England,  under  the  command  of  hl^^ 
uncle  Edgar  Atheling,  and  overcame  Donald,  whoni 
he  made  captive,  and  put  out  his  eyes,  according 
to  a  barbarous  practice.  Donald  closed  the  miseriesf 
of  his  life  at  Bescobie  in  Forfarshire4 

The  Scotish  nation  having  endured  innumerable 
calamities,  in  a  series  of  civil  wars,  instigated  by  rival 
usurpers,  or  contending  factions,  gladly  placed  Edgar 
in  1098,  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  He  wa^ 
the  fourth  s(m  of  Malcolm^  by,  M^garet,  and  the 

law* 

*  Lord  Hailes*  Annah^  p,  53, 54.        f  Ib'id. ' 
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lawful  heir  to  the  crown^  his  elder  brothers  Ed %va 
^id  Edmund  being  no  more,  and  Ethelred  havii 
retired  from  tbe  busy  scenes  of  acUye  life  to  the  mo 
happy  occupations  of  the  altar.* 

Edgar,  in  1 09  &,  ascended  the  dangerous  eminent 
which  had  been  stained  with  so  much  royal^  bloo 
The  dissensions  of  his  enemies,  perhaps,  more  tha 
bis  amiable  qualifies,  secured  to  him  a  reign  of  trai 
quillity  for  eight  years;  and  on  the  8th  January 
11 06  or  1 107,  he  died  in  peace. f 

Alexander  I.  succeeding  his  brother  Edgar  in  11 0^ 
or  1107,  enjoyed  a  quiet  reign  of  18  years,  and  die 
at  Stirling,  in  April  1124,  after  having  successfullj 
resisted  the  pretensions  of  the  Bishop  of  Canterbury 
who  claimed  the  supremacy  of  the  Scotish  church. 

David,  the  youngest  son  of  Malcolm  III.  succeedec 
^  Alexander.     The  first  important  event  of  his  reigr 
was  the  rebellion  of  the  people  of  Moray,  who  lad 
marched  south ;  but  they  were  opposed  at  Strickath- 
tow,  in  Angus,  where  they  were  totally  routed,  and 
their  leader  slain.     He  supported  the  rights  of  Ma« 
tilda  the  daught^  of  Henry,  against  the  pretensions 
of  Stephen,  who  had  usurped  the  throne  of  England. 
But  his  force  was  inadequate  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprise ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign  to  Stephen 
the  conquests  he  had  made  for  Matilda  in  the  north 
of  England.     To  revenge  his  former  disgrace,  or  to 
retrieve  his  reputation,  he  again  invaded  Northumber- 
land, which  his  army  wasted  with  merciless  barbarity. 

Stephen 

♦  Heron's  History,  p.  263.        t  Halle**  Apnals,  vol  1.  p.  56. 
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Stephen  hastened  to  meet  him,  and  retaliated  on  the 
Scotish  borders  the  enormities  committed  on  the  Eog^ 
lish  territories.  Bat  insurrections  of  the  i^obles  cal« 
led  Stephen  to  the  south  of  England  ^  and  David  tak«- 
ing  advantage  of  his  absence,  in  1138,  penetrated 
into  Northumberland.*  His  army  renewed  the  ex«- 
cesses  of  the  former  invasion ;  and  carried  desolation 
wherever  they  went.  Stephen  was  so  pressed  in  the 
southi  that  he  could  make  no  effectual  opposition  to 
the  ScoU,  and  the  security  of  the  north  of  England 
was  entrusted  to  the  valour  of  the  people^  and  the 
dexterity  of  Thurstin  the  Archbishop  of  York»  This 
Prelate  raised  the  standard  of  England,  from  which 
he  suspended  a  consecrated  host ;  and  by  the  aid  of 
religion,  promises,  and  threats,  collected  a  numerous 
army,  which  defeated  the  Scots  on  Cotton  Moor,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Northallerton.  iQavid,  with  the 
shattered  remains  of  his  army,  escaped  to  Carlisle, 
where  Alberc  the  Papal  legate  negotiated  a  truce 
with  him.  And  so .  barbarous  were  the  Scotish 
troops,  that  the  legate  deemed  it  necessaiy  to  exact 
a  solemn  vow  from  them,  that  they  should  "  neither 
"  violate  churches,  nor  murder  any  incapable  fi-otn  their 
'  age  or  sex  qf  making  resistance"  In  the  following 
year,  1139,  peace  was  concluded  between  David' 
and  Stephen  at  Durham. 

Scotland  was  not  again  disturbed  by  war  during  the 

remainder  of  David's  reiguj  if  we  except  the  predato-^ 

ry  incursions  oiWinwnd  Bishop  of  Man,  whose  exploits 

F  termi- 
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teittttaaUd  ia  the  lots  of  his  eyes  tad  of  has  liberty 
Ift  the  year  1153  Dmd  letired  to  Cariiile  where  hi 
fixed  kU  fiitvre  rasideiice ;  but  died  tbe  9Mk^  May; 
svfaye  iWBpley«d  in  the  eseooise  of  devetioa.* 

The  life  of  DavU  has  been  handed  down  to  po8te« 
xky  witl^  pi^uUer  miirateReasj  through  the  firiendly  «iid 
^olooa  cape  of  thJ9  moidca.  He  wss  a  great  bene* 
fact^  to  the  church.  establiahiBg  hishaprida*  and  ereo 
ting  aad  endowing  many  ^nonasteriea.  Bmck  things 
ja  that  age  were  eabeened  ads  of  fueua  heiM&oence. 
ih  removed  the  See  of  Moitlach^  which  was  eiatabli* 
fihed  by  Malcolm  III.  to  Aberdeen^  in  tlie  year  1154;^ 
and  iervied  it  iaio  the  "  Bi$h€frick  qf  AwatoEVd/*  li- 
berally endowing  it  with  large  revenues  and  estett* 
fiive  iNTiFilf^ges. 

In  vafai  we  hanre  searched  through  the  bloody  hiato* 
ry  of  Scodaad  for  two  centuries  and-  a  hal&  to  find 
something  worth  recording  selative  to  the  oily  ef 
Aberdeen.  But  the  ignorance  of  a  mde  people  has 
disappointed  evr  expectations ;  and  die  mind  is  sadly 
torn  by  Uie  melaacfaaly  e&bibition  of  the  divctaifiad 
comities  with  which  our  country  was  affltcled»  dur* 
jng  those  dark  and  .gloomy  ages.  Of  the  eighteen 
Kings  who  swayed  the  &Qtish  sccfiktre,  fsoin  4he  be- 
gimiing  of  the  tenth  to  the  middle  «f  the  twelfth  cea^ 
tury^  only  four  died  a  natural  death.  One  of  these  was 
deposed,  bat  saved  his  life  by  beeonMng  a  mook.  The 
other  three  were  the  last  in  this  oatalogue ;  and,  in  their 
time^  seiaae  slight  improvement  had  taken  plaoe  in  the 

manneis 
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manners  of  the  people,  through  the  benign  infioence  of 
,  Christianity.  Of  the  first  fifteen  kingSj  foarteen  fell 
m  battle,  or  by  the  hand  of  the  assassin..  This  dread- 
ful picture  stands  in  fnll  view  on  the  pages  of  Scotish 
history,  and  expressively  marks  the  character  of  the 
people; 

Although  we  are  destitute  of  minute  and  particular 
Information  ^s  to  the  civil  institutions  of  those  ages, 
yet  we  may  deduce  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of 
socie^ty  from  the  great  and  leading,  features  of  tho 
times.  The  dtethponemeHt  of  kings,  the  frequent  con* 
tests  for  the  succession,  and  the  repeated  changes  from- 
one  roya?  line  to  another,  sufficiently  evince  the  un- 
certainty of  law;  a*id  that  there  was  no  fiised  prin- 
ciple of  justice  existing  among  the  people,  poiverfiil 
enough  to  direct  their  deliberations,  or  to  guide  their 
conduct.  The  frecjuent  insurrections  which  took 
^ace  in  aH  parts  of  the  country  indubitably  showv 
that  the  govetnmeftt  was  weak  or  disjointed,  and  that 
the  Maormors  or  Chiefs  possessed  an  authority^  whick' 
was  acknowledged  in  their  reapective  districts:,  iado'* 
pendent  of  the  sovereign.  The  invasion  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  and  the  conse^juences  that  ensued ;  the  con- 
tiimed  inroads  of  the  Danes,  and  the  obatinatef  vakwr 
^  wiA  which  they  contended ;  the  civil  wars  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  country ;  and  the  frequent  contests  witk 
the  Northmnbriahs  and  Ibglish,  evidently  prove,  that 
the  inhabitteits  of  Scotland  were  too  much  oce»|M«^. 
wi«b  tbm  bunoess  of  war,  to  pursne  the  arts^  of  agri- 
cuHnrs  and  manufitcture,  in  a  manner  that  could  much 
ajnelioiate  their  situation,  or  roiiove  them  to  a  dk* 
F  2  tance 


^^  UlSTORY  OF  A6£RBEEN« 

tance  from  savage  life.  The  atrocities  they  commit- 
ted in  warfare^  by  murdering  the  young  and  old^  the 
>veak  aQd  infirm,  without  mercy  or  distinction ;  the 
burning,  havock,  and  devastation,  that  every  where 
followed  the  tumultuary  march,  of  the  Scotish  armiesj 
are  palpable  evidences  of  the  barbarous  manners  of 
the  people;  and  demonstrate,  that  they  were  alike 
strangers  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  or  the  habits 
of  civilized  society. 

During  this  period,  learning  was  \inknown,  or 
only  darkly  studied  in  the  cells  of  the  monks,  and 
ahe  amount  of  their  researches  was  confined  to  their 
legends,  the  lives  of  their  saints  and  martyrs,  and  ti^ 
worst  part  of  the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  Rome* 
Some>of  them  could  read  and  a  few  could  write,  but 
the  lamp  of  science  glimmered  with  a  feeble  light  that 
was  invisible  beyond  tl)e  walls  of  the  monastery.  The 
)ittle  knowledge  they  possessed,  was  employed  in  re- 
cording what  related  to  the  church,  and  they  have  trans- 
mitted nothing  as  to  the  civil  policy  of  the  couiitfy.  The 
absurdities  which  t^e  monks  then  studied  and  taught, 
were  deemed  paramount  to  every  thing  that  concerned 
worldly  affairs.  The  science  of  legislation,  by  which 
the  coi^uct  and  happiness  of  m^kind  are  regulated 
and  cpnfirmed,  was.  neglected  for  legendary  lore.  The 
principles  of  government,  and  th^  maxims  of  civil  lif^^ 
were  neither  studied  nor  understood ;  and  their  whale 
4iyateqi  of  science  was  reduced  to  this  simple  position^ 
that  what  thejf  taught,  ccnnpr^nenaea  an  k«iowled0e  ^ 
»nd  to  believe  their  dogmas,  ensured  everlasting  hap- 
piness ip  the  world  to  come,. 


in  waA  iioMft  tke  progress  c^  iRldlMt  ifM  tanly  ei; 
impeFcvptible ;  but  we  liave  to  t)iMdr  tbsae  heljF  JW^, 
homertu  for  the  practical  kasoni  tke^f  giMre  ouv  f(Nr«- 
fsidiearB  in  agrieiilt«ve  and  av(Aite«ti»re.    Tbey  «ulti- 
▼abed  and  improved  their  cum  ludfK  practised  gar- 
denin^*«  aad  erected  buiUingt.    Theijf  easemple  weiklcL. 
mterally  be  imitated  ;  and  akhoegh  tbey  made  fre* 
^nent  and  heavy  rieqaisitiens  eer  Ibe  labeuv  ef  tbe  pe^*^ 
pit,  for  the  pwrpeea  ef  meittg  tbo«e  stately  edi&eea 
wkicb  psBty  comecrated  to  the  If ee  God^  yet  tbe» 
beadaand  tbe  hands  of  men  wiire  better  en^ieyed  kk 
tbe  erectioB  of  such  magnificent  buitdiau9«  thaaa  m  tbe 
bkKxiy  baciineaa  of  war.    Some  of  these  memmenta  ^i 
bnman  inrdestry  atill  remam  to  atteet  tbe  gpmm  of  the 
mealBs,  and  the  seal  sf  owr  aneestors ;  dm^  more  woaUk 
have  remaiaed,  ii  tba  fieoocity  ,q£  ^  Rspqrikrv  ^ 
a  Ibne  comparatively  modorn,  had  net  wanteaty  de- 
itroyed  theoa.    Bat  the  mallcieee  paa»iens  o€  VBAn»  m 
every  age»  have  made  tbe  refi»raiatiofl  ef  reHgipi^  ^ 
eatfsisibk  eascuae  foir  the  destnictioa  of  the  tempiea^ 
conaectatedto  IKvinity,  as  well  as  br  every  atc^ity 
that  tbe  &ry  and  madaeai  of  &aatics  may  hf^e  ia* 
dkKed  Aem  to  perpetrate- 

ia  tbe  period  of  winch  we  are  tfeating*  the  liaty 
were  wfadly  illilerate.  At  tbe  demise'  of  OenaM,  i^r 
dewa  ta  the  aod  ef  tbe  eleisentb  ccatury>  tbe  QaaUe 

was. 


*  To  the  mtmU  we  sr^  iaMtet  k$  ^  imporutidn  into. 
Scotland,  of  the  frnttt  of, the  co&tinent»attd  all  the  improvemeDtSv 
in  hoftioiltiire,  which  were  then,  known*. 
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was  the  only  spoken  language  of  Scotland  pmper*. 
From  that  time  (1007),  the  Sooto-Saxon  tongue  gra« 
dually  superseded  the  Scoto-Irish  in  the  south  and 
IxAvlanda  of  Scotland^  but  for  long  after,  it  had  not 
pentuated  so  farnorth  as  Aberdeen.    Malcolm  Can- 
more  could  neither  read  nor  write,  which  shews,  that 
learning  was  as  little  regarded  in  Northumberland, 
where  he  spent  his  early  youth,  as  in  Scotland.     The 
nobles  and  laymen  were  accustomed  to  sign  written 
^eds  with  the  mark  of  the  cross ;  and  as  the  Gaelic 
sever  was  a  written  language,  and  the  only  tongue 
Ahey  understood,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  they 
€ould  write  their  names      The  whole  learning  of  those 
ages  was  conBned  to  the  clergy,  who  made  no  exertion 
to  spread  it,  because  they  thought  that  their  dominion 
«ver  the  minds  of  men  was  best  maintained  by  the 
ignorance  and  superstition  of  the- people.    This  fatal 
)Baxim>  that  obedience  springs  from  ignorance,  was 
not  confined  to  the  Papal  <5hurch,  but  pervaded  all  the 
Qivil  governments  of  Europe,  and  has  been  the  cause 
of  innumerable  calamities  to  mankind,     if  man  be  a 
national  creature,  the  improvement  of  his  faculties  will 
make  him  a  wiser  and  better  member  of  society ;  and 
as  the  sphere  of  his  action  is  enlarged,  he  will  discover 
that  his  own  happiness  is  best  promoted  by  the  ready 
](erformance  of  bis  duty  to  his  God  and  to  his  cotmtry. 

CHAPTER. 
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RBLATIVB  TO  OLD  ABSBDlKN. 


C'ne  Bisliop's  Sec  and  Cathedral.) 


Jr  ROM  the  obscurity  of  our  records^  we  are  tincer- 
tain  of  the  precise  time  of  the  introductibn  of  Chris« 
tianity  into  Scotland ;  but  that  it  took  pls^ce  at  a  very 
early  period,  is  beyond  all  contradiction.  About  the 
middle  of  the  sixth  centttry  (A.  D.  5Q5),  Columba 
founded  a  monastery  in  Iona>  which  became  the 
school  of  the  Caledonian  people.  He  sent  instructors,  * 
and  e»ublished  monasteries  throughout  the  Pictish 
territories  ;  and  the  school  of  lona  was  celebrated  for 
several  ages.  Although  denominated  monks,  they 
were  regular  clergy,  and  subjected  to  strict  discipline. 
The  abbot  of  lona  was  the  head  of  the  Scotish  churchy 
U|itil  the  establishment  of  the  see  of  St.  Andrews,  by 
king  Gregory,  towards  the  close  of  the  ninth  century^* 

At 

^  Pffikntooi,  Tol.  iL  p.  270. 
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At  that  time>  and  for  long  after*  the  Papal  church  had 
not  assumed  any  authority  oyer  the  religious  establish- 
ments of  Scotland ;  and  the  different  orders  of  eccle- 
siastics who  afterwards  deluged  the  country,  were  un« 
Imown.  The  bishops  and  abbots,  with  the  culdeesj 
or  monks,  constituted  the  whole  of  the  religious  orders 
of  that  period*  Jofcui  of  Crema  was  the  first  legate 
who  appeared  in  Scotland  (aimo  1120),  with  papal 
authority,  and  the  deminioii  of  the  church  of  Rome 
gradually  prevailed.  Canons  Regular  supplanted  the 
culdees,  and  various  sorts  of  monastic  orders,  were 
established  during  the  twelfth  century. . 

We  have  seen  that  Malcolm  Canmore,  in  the  year 
1010,  erected  a  bishop's  seat  at  Mortlach,  in  comma- 
moration  of  a  victory  he  had  gained  over  the  Danes  ; 
but  it  was  likely  nothing  more  than  a  church  of  the 
rudest  workmanship,  with  a  house  for  the  residence  of 
the  bishop,  or  officiating  priest  This  establishment^ 
however,  was  endowed  with  the  lands  of  Mortlach, 
Cloveth,  and  Dunmeth;  and  we  are  inlbrmed,  that 
Beanus,  or  Beyn,  was  the  first  bishop,  elected  in 
1010,  and  sat  thirty-two  years.  H^  was  succeeded 
by  Donort  a  Barnoc,  who  died  in  lOdS :  sat  ferty-two^ 
years.  Cormack,  thirty-nine  yeans.  Nectam,  sixteen. 
Alexander  sat  fourteen  years  at  Mortlach,  and  in  1 157 
iras  transferred  to  the  see  of  Old  Aberdeen. 

At  that  time  Old  Aberdeen  was  a  small  village, 
Containing  four  ploughs  of  land,  and  had  a  Httle  kirk 
where  the  cathedral  now  stands,  dedicated  to  St. 
Machar.  It  appears  from  the  date  of  the  charter  to 
Kectan,  by  David  Ir  that  ^e  translation  of  the  see  of 

Mortlach. 
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Mortlach  to  Aberdeen,  took  place  in  the  ye«r  1 137,  ia 
the  13th  year  of  his  reign* ;  and  Adrian  IV.  granted 
in  I ISI*,  a  bull  of  confirmation.  Ab  the  revenue  of 
Mortlach  was  inconsiderable,  the  see  of  Aberdeen  re« 
ceived  additional  and  extensive  endowments.  The 
charter  comprehends  ''  the  haill  village  of  Old  Aber^ 

V  don,  half  the  water  of  North  Sclattie,  Goule-Murie* 
**  croft,  Kinmundy,  Mamealach,  and  the  kirk  of  Kirk* 

V  town ;  the  parish  of  Ciatt ;  the  parish  of  Daviotp 

V  Tillienestie ;  the  parish  of  Raine ;  the  tithe  of  the 
"  ships  called  Snotos,  which  arrive  at  Aberdeen ;  the 
y  tithe  of  jyictud  there ;  my  own  tithe  of  the  revenue 
^*  jof  Aberdeen ;  the  tithe  of  the  thanage^revenues  and 
''  escheats  belonging  to.  me,  within  the  sherifiUom  of 

/*  Aberdeen  and  BanfPf. 

It  is  uncertain  when  Nectanus  died ;  but  he  wai 
succeeded  by  Edward,  who  was  bishop  in  the  third 
year  of  Malcolm  IV.  Galfrid  succeeded  Edwahl,  but 
both  bad  died  before  the  11th  of  Malcolm;  for  we 
find  a  charter  of  confirmation  by  Malcolm  to  Matthew 
Kininmonth,  bearing  date  at  Striviling,  the  20th  Au- 
gust, eleventh  year  of  his  reign  t*  By  this  charter  the 
see  received  additional  grants,  viz.  *'  the  kirk  of  ¥eU 
"  ternier,  with  its  lands  and  pertinents ;  tKe  kirk  of 
"  St.  Nicolaus,  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  pertinents ;  the 
.'Mand  of  Ellon;^  with  the^  pertinents;  the  kirk  of  Auch* 
*'  terless,  with  the  lands  and  pertinents;  the  kirk  of 
♦'  Oyne,  with  the  land  and  pertinents;  the  kirk  of  Iq. 

"  vercrudeoj 

*  Kettb*8  Catalogue  ot  Dimiuyc, 
f  Otetn,  p.  8.  t  Ibid,  p*  15» 


72  HtSteRV  OP  ABfiRDBBN. 

eathedra1>  consisted  of  a  court  of  building,  with  a  tower 
on  each  of  the  four  comers^  and  contained  a  great  hall^ 
and  chambers  for  his  accommodation.  The  prebends 
and  canons-regular  had  commodious  lodgings^  with  large 
yards  and  gleibs.  They  were  the  bishop's  chapter,  or 
council,  and  hef  could  do  nothing  relative  to  ecclesias- 
tical affkirs  without  them.  They  were  therefore  obli- 
ged to  lire  near  him,  that  they  mijght  be  ready  on  all 
occasions  to  assist  with  their  advice,  or  go  about  church 
matters.  They  were  incumbents  of  churches  in  thft 
country,  but  had  curates  under  them,  who  performed 
the  duties  of  their  respective  parishes.  Those  pre- 
bends, who  were  canons- regular,  preached  in  the  ca- 
thedral at  the  time  of  high  festivals,  and  on  the  week 
days,  gave  lessons  in  divinity,  and  taught  the  canon 
and  civil  law  previous  to  the  erection  of  the  univer-  . 
aity*.  In^terms  of  an  order  from  Pbpe  Inno(5ent  IV. 
'Bishop  Ramsay,  with  consent  of  the  d^an  and  chaptet^, 
appointed  thirteen  prebends  to  the  chanonry ;  and'the 
bishop  beii)g  one  himself,  presided  over  the  others. 
The  dean  enjoyed  considerable  power,  and  was  rector 
of  the  parish  of  St  Machar,  and  had  a  chaplain  and 
cierk  under  him,  who  performed  divine  service  to  the 
parishioners;  but  in  1579  this  office  was  anneiced  to 
tlie  cdlege,  and  the  principal  became  deanf. 

The  parson  of  Auctheiiesi  was  chantor,  op  chief  muat- 
cian,  and  rector  of  the  music  of  the  chmrch.  The  iii- 
ttruetion  of  the  singing  boys'  was  bis  peculiar  duty. 

The 

*  Orcpi,  p.  27.  f  Ibid. 


The  parson  of  Birse  i¥|i8  chancellor  of  the  bisbop^s 
chapter,  and  it  belonged  to  him  to  correct  bookd,  and 
to  keep  the  common  seal  of  the  church  and  chapter, 
and  to  perform  the  duties  of  librarian*  He  had  also 
to  provide  a  fit  master  (or  thie  school  of  Aberdeen,  and 
to  superintend  the  education  of  the  boys  in  the  science 
^grammar,  -^c 

The  parson  of  Dayiot  was  treasnrer,  and  to  his  care 
was  entrusted  the  m^iey  belonging  to  the  church.  It 
was  his  duly  to  cause  the  ornaments  to  be  kept'  cle^> 
and  to  provide  candles  for  the  church. 

The  parsKm  of  Raine  was  archdeacon,  and  it  wtf  liis 
duty  to  go  about  the  province,  and  correct  the'  man* 
^ers  of  the  clergy ;  an  office  that  was  extremely  nir- 
cessary,  and  arduous  in  proportion  to  their  nmnber; 
and  the  magnitude  of  their  vicious  projpensities.  The 
sixth  prebend  was  the  parson  of  Belhelvie ;  the  se* 
ventih,  of  Mortlach ;  the  eighth  was  parson  of  Oyne; 
who  wtta  prbimoiariiis  cig>ituli,  or  chief  notary  of  the 
chapter.  It  was  his  duty  to  travel  to  Rome  with  c6m-' 
missions  to  the  pope,,  and  to  bring  instructions  to  the 
bishop  and  clergy  of  the  chanonry.  In  consequence 
of  his  doty  in  this  office,  he  was  called  Rome-raker*, 
— ^a  name  suil^iently  indicative  of  his  business  Hie 
ninth  prebend  was  the  parson  of  Invercruden,  or  Cm- 
den.  The  tenth,  of  Clatt.  The  eleventh,  of  Ban- 
chory-Bevenick:  and  the  twelfth,  of  Old  Deer,  who^ 
was  made  a  prebend  of  the  chanonry,  by  agreement 
G  between 

*  Orem^  p.  32. 
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betweea  the  bishop  and  chapter,  and  tlie  abbot  of 
Deer*. 

Hichard  Pottach^  who  became  bishop  in  1.256,  joined 
the  person  of  Crimond  to  the  chapter,  tii  1262;  and 
He.iry  Cheyne,  anno  1281>  added  four  more  prebends, 
viz.  the  parsons  of  Lonmay,,  of  Aberdpiir,  4>f '  Foibes, 
and  of  Ellonf.      Alexander  Xininmonth  added  the 
parson  of  Kincardine  O'Neil  to  the  chapter;  and  the 
$econd  bishop  of  that  name,  joined  other  prebends^ 
y.iz.  the  parsons  of  Invernocbtie;,  of  Philorth,  ofMeth- 
lick,  of  Tillienestle,  and  of  Drumoak.     Bishop  Green- 
lawifedded  the   parson  of  Turriff  to  the  chapter ;  and 
bishop  Henry  Leighton  joined  the  parson  of  Kinkell, 
V^ho  was  a  considerable  man  ip  the  chapter,  a»  he  waa 
parson  of  the  following  churches};,  viz.  Kinkell,  Kim- 
tore,  Kinellar,  Skeen,  Kemnay,  Dyce,  and  Drumblait 
The  parson  of  Cauldestane  was  also  added  by  Leigh 
ton ;  and  his  successor^^  bishop  l^ndsay,  in  1141,  jbinei 
the  parson  of  Ruthven  to  the  chapter ;  also,  the  rectc 
of  the  church  of  Monymusk,  for  which  purpose  be;  ol 
tained  the  consent  of  the  bishop  of  St.  Andrews  ;   at 
the  parsons  of  Logie-Buchan,  and  of  Fetternier.  Bishi 
Lindsay  statufed  and  ordained,  that  annually   one 
the  residing  canons  should  be  procurator- general,  i 
ceiver,  or  collector,  of  all  the   fruits'  and    rev  em 
of  the  churches  belonging  tp  thein,  and   make    eq 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  among  the  prebends 
canons,  and  rendjer  an  account  annually  of  his    in' 
Daissions  to  the  chapter. 

W 

f_  Drem,  p.  S3.  |  ibid,  |  lbid»  p.  38 , 
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When  any  of  the  clergy  committed  a  fs^ult,  or  vio* 
lated  the  laws  enacted  by  the  bishop^  he  was  punished 
by  penal  mulcts  or  in  any  manner  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter thought  proper.  If  fine^l,  the  one -half  was  applied 
to  the  fabric  of  the  church,  and  the  other  to  the  re- 
pair of  the  ornaments.  But  if  his  fault  was  aggra- 
vated by  any  thing  of  a  aiminal  or  heinous  nature,  he 
was  punished  by  excommunication.  As  the  dean  was 
set  over  all  the  canons  and  vicars,  he  exacted  ready 
obedience  from  them.  When  he  went  into  the  chap- 
ter-house they  stood  up  in  the  quire,  and  in  absence  of 
the  bishop  made  obeisance  to  him,  when  they  retired, 
and  otherwise  treated  him  with  great  respect** 

The  whole  rent  of  the  bishoprick  of  Aberdeeny 
amounted  in  Scots  money  (estimating  the  victual  atir 
£^  :  3  :  4,  Scots  per  boll),  to  £3510  :  3  :  8. 

The  foregoing  ac(5ount  of  the  bishop's  see,  and 
cathedral  of  Old  Aberdeen,  is  compiled  from  Orem** 
^  Description  of  the  Chanonry,*'  which  contains  so 
full  a  history  of  ever^  thing  relative  to  that  place,  and 
is  so  widely  circulated  in  this  part  of  the  country,  that 
we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  extracts 
from  it,  but  shall  incidentally  take  notice  of  any  thing 
of  importance  in  it,  that  may  be  connected  with  the 
history  of  the  New  Town. 

G  2  ^BArrJSiE 

*  Orem,  p,  40. 
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ft    «   •    « 

A  HE  first  charter  granted  to  Aberdeen  was  given- 
by  William  the  Lion,  and  is  beautifully  written  on  a 
small  piece  of  parchment^  which  is  still  in  good  pre- 
servation. It  is  very  indefinite;  and  comprehends  all 
the  burgesses  in  Moray,  and  to  the  north  of  the  Month, 
or  Grampians,  as  well  as  those  of  Aberdeen.  TJbe  isXr 
lowing  is  copied  froju  the  original. 
a  a    ■       . 


I 
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''  WSlielmuM  Ddgracia  Rex  Scottoruhi,  onmOmiprobh 
**  homimbus  tocius  terre  sue  Salutenu  Sciatis  preiente$ 
"  et  futuri,  me  concessisse  et  hoc  carta  men  confirmasse, 
*'  Burgetmbus  rneis  de  Abirdoen,  et  omnibus  Bwgensibus 
'^  meia  de  Moravia,  et  omnibus  Burgensilms  nieis  ex 
*'  aqtdlonaU  parte  e^s  3fQNTM  manerttibus,  Uhevum 
*'  ausum*  suum,  tenendum  ut  voluerini  et  quando  vo- 
*'  lueiint,  Ita  libere,  tntegri,  plenarie,  et  honorijkx,  sicut 
**  antecessores  eorum  tenure  Regis  Makolumbi,  aoi  mei, 
f  ausum  suum  liberius^  et  honoi^centius,  habuenmi, 
"  Quure  proktbeofirmiter,  ne  quis  eos  inde  vexet,  a$tt  dis 
*^  turbet,stqttameaniplenariamforisfacturam\,  Testibu 
**  Andrea  EpiscopoKatenensi.  Ccwiite  Dunecano  Justicia 
"  rio,  Gilb&rlo  Qmiite  de  Si-kern,  Comite  de  Anegus,  Rt 
"  cardo de Morevillconstabulario  WalterodeBeilcelai  Cc 
"  mei^ario,  Comite  de  egaboilU  Hugone  Bis&ard,  Malis\ 
'^  fratre  comitis  de  St.-h. Apud  Pert" 

As  there  is  no  date  mentioiied  in  this  charter,  ^ 
cannot  fix  the  precise  time  at  which  it  was  grantc 
But  from  certain  circuiyistanfees  we  have  reason 
think  it  was  given  about  the  year  117  8,  or  the  12 
«f  William's  reign.  Andrew,  bishop  of  Caithnef^  di 
in  ilS^j:,  and  as  he  is  a  witness  to  this  charter,  it 

evid 

*  AiutM,  Latine,  Autum,    Privilegiutn  'ad  mercacurun  ti 
nari^ue  faciendam.— f^iir  Tilium^  et  Sfielma$mum, 

f  Su^ra  mtamfiUnariam  forts,  fattur^mt  signifies  literally,  *< 
^WB  of  becoming  an  outlaw,  and  being  held  as  a  rebel/* 
I  &eith*i  Cati^ogo«  Qf  fiiobops,  p.  IS2. 
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cvid^Bt  k  .must  have  be^  graated  previouf  to  that 

yeur.     The  qbarter  to  the  abbey  of  Aberbrothkk  was 

granted  in  1 178>  to  which  Andrew  is  also  a  witness*  ; 

and  it  is  probable  that  both  charters  were  given  at  the 

SAxne  time.     Waltti-  de  Bcrkky,  who  is  another  witoeis 

to  this  charter,  was  appointed  CS^amberlam  in  116$, 

and  was  one  of  those  wbo  returned  with  Williun 

to  Scotland,  about  the  close  of  the  year  1174}.    In 

the  year  1 179«  William  marched  with  a  large  army 

into  Ross-shire,  to  quell  an  insurrection  in  that  dis* 

trictf;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  had  granted  the 

charters  to  Aberdeen,  and  the  abbey  of  Merbrctkick,  in 

the  latter  end  of  the  year  1178,  when  he  was  collect- 

ing  his  army  at  Perth*    It  is  by  such  circumstances^ 

in  t^e  absence  of  dates,  diat  we  are  enabled  to  ap» 

proach,  ^or  to  determine  the  precise  «ra  of  events  in 

those  dark  ages. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  popu* 
lation,  or  the  extent  of  the  trade  or  cbmmerce  of  Aber- 
deen, at  the  period  William  the  Lion  granted  this  char* 
tor ;  but  that  it  was  comparatirely  a  place  of  some 
^consequence,  i&  pretty  cTident*  By  Darid's  charter 
to  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  of  date  1 1^7,  "  the  tithe  qf 
tite  fkips  called  Soows,  whieh  arnae  at  Aberdeen,'*  is  con* 

▼eyed 
•  Keitii't  Cot  p.  128.  '  I  Aaaalt^  wL  i.  p.  184. 
f  WUliam  was  tfikea  pritoner  by  the  baront  of  Torktbire, 
io  1 174,  before  Abwick  Castlej  and  wu  lent  for  greater  lecuritjr 
to  FtUiM  in  Nermandf.  He  obtained  his  liberty  by  surrender- 
ing the  independency  of  the  nation^  and  becoming  the  liegeman 
of  Henry,  for  9cotl»a4> wd  att  hil  other  xttfmi^^Afwali,  toL 
I.  p«  ISO, 
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Tcyed  to  him  as  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  see ;  amf 
the  same  grant  is  confirmed  by  William  the  Lion. 
This  circumstance  certainly  implies  the  arrival  of  shipa 
at  the  port  of  Aberdeen^  and  that  the  inhabitants  carried 
on  some  sort  of  trade ;  hjat,  if  we  except  grain  or  pro- 
visions, we  can  scarcely  conjecture  what  kind  of  com^^ 
moditi'es  were  imported  and  exported.     In  the  course 
of 'his  long  reign,  William  went  three  tunes  to  the 
northern  districts  of  Scotland,  at  the  head  of.  large 
armies,  to  quell  insurrecticms  among  his  turbulent  sub- 
jects* ;  and  we  may  believe  that  he  occasionally  vi- 
sited Aberdeen.     It  is  said ,  indeed,  that  he  bail  t  a  house 
on  St.  Catherine's  Hill,  in  which  he  resided  for  a  con- 
siderable time  ;  and  erected  a  chapel  on  the  site  of  the 
Trinity  church,  which  he  bestowed  on  the  order  of  Red 
Friars,  giving  them  at  the  same  time,  the  land|;  of  Ban^ 
chofy,  Coxvatf,  Merdlqf,  a  fishing  in  Dec  and  Don,  with 
■the  mills  Skcf^lmk,  Rotfiemy,  Tillifully,  and  Manismuchf. 
We  are  certain,  however,  that  many  of  his  charters 
were  dated  at  Aberdeen,  at  different  periods,  which 
jBufiiiciently  establishes,  that  he  either  frequently  visit- 
ed the  town,  or  resided  for  some  years  within  its  boun* 
daries. 

Long  ]>efore  this  period  a  church  had  been  erected 
in  Aberdeen,  which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Nicolas ;  and 
it  is  included  in  David's  charier  to  bishop  I^ectanus. 
As  no  other  is  mentioned  in  that  charter,  we  must  sup- 
pose that  it  was  the  only  church  in  Aberdeen  at  that 

time, 

f  Buehaoaii)  HoUinihedi  Annalii  4cc. 
i  Keith's  Catal.  p.  242. 
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tlme^-aiid  established  for  the  accommodation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  previous  to  the  sera  of  the  ^pii« 
copal  see. 

At  the  beginning  of  William's  reign,  Mathew  Kla- 
inmonth  was  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  and  died  about  the 
year  1197.  He  was  succeeded  by  John,  prior  of 
Kelso,  who  died  1200  or  7  ;  and  Adam,  who  succeed* 
ed  John,  died  in  1227,  according  to  Qector  Boece*. 

King  'Williafn,  after  a  long  and  lingering  illness* 
died  at  Stirling,  the  4th  Deeembef,  1214,  being  in  the 
seventy-second  yearof  b^  age,  andiforty-ninth  of  his 
reignf.  Hewas  jsucce^ded  by :his  poo,  Akxander  II.» 
a  you^.of  .117,  wbo  m^i^ommA  .9j^  Sqqw,  10th  De» 
oember,  ^e^sarafe  year}, 

Alexander  JJ«  .gristed  a  .charter  to  the  burgesses  of 
Aberdeen,  in  1.217,  in  whicb4ie  bestows  the  jsamepr};^ 
Vileges  ashe  iiad  given  to  t^  town  of  Pevth.  It  con- 
fmes  the  whdle  trade  of  buying  and:Selling  in  the  shire 
of  Aberdeen,  to  thie  burgtesses  of  the  town.  .  It  farther 
appoints  all  cloth  smade  in  the.county,tohesold  in  the 
town ;  and  {permits  none  to  .be  manufactured  in  the 
county,  except  between  the  feast  of  Ascension,  and 
"  ad  Vincula  Sti.  Petri  ;^  and  permits  no  shops  or 
taverns  (tahaims)  in  any  viHagei  but  when  the  lord 
of  the  village  is  M^»  and  resides  there  himself;  and 
even  in  that  case  only  (mi  iahema  is  allowed.  Alex- 
ander founded  a  convent  of  Dominicans,  or  Black 

Friars, 

*  Keith's  Catal.  p.  63,  60. 
t  Amutlt,  vol.  I  p.  *154.  \  Ibid,  p.  157. 
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Friars*,  as  they  were  called,  whi^h  became  very  con- 
siderable;  and  their  church  was  situated  near  that  of 
St.  Nicolas,  where  the  east  church  now  stands,  and  de- 
dicated to  St.  John  the  Baptistf.  The  followers  of  St. 
Dominic"  are  represented  as  being  men  of  loose  or  im- 
moral habits;  and  addicted  to  "  vicious  living^.**  But 
John  Adamson,  doctor  of  divinity  in  the  university  of 
Aberdeen,  knd  cotemporary  wiih  Hector  Boece,  un- 
dertook the  arduous  task  of  reforming  them,  which 
our  historian  says  he  accomplished  ||.  These  friars, 
however,  were  held  in  high  estimation  for  the  efficacy 
of  their  prayers,  1)y  David  II.  who  grants  to  them 
"  centum  soHdorum  annuatim  ex  baronia  de  Barujt&ry-de' 
tfeny"  in  the  shire  of  Aberdeen,  "  jwo  anima  Margaretm 
de  Logy,  Dilectce  Nostra,"  as  the  king  was  pleased  to 
style  her  in  the  charter  which  is  dated  at  Aberdeen,  20th 
January,  in  the  year  1S6I§,  being  the  thirty  •third  of 
his  reign.  They  also  had  received  grants  from  seve- 
ral pious  persons,  viz.  from  Adam,  a  burgess  of  Aber» 
deen,  so  early  as  the  year  1271,  quatuor  perticatas 
terrct,  qtics  terra  nunc  dkiiur  Maderaoft  :  From  Anna- 
bella  de  Lydall,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Peter  Ky- 
nedy,  several  tenements  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen: 
this  charter  is  dated  the  10th  August,  1381.  And 
from  Elisabeth  Gareauch,  Dominade  Taligonis,  twehty 

pounds 

•  Annals,  vol.  i.  p.  177. 
t  Keith*8  Caul.  p.  271.         i  HoUtnihead,  vol.  i.  p,  894. 

II  Hollxn«head,To].Lp.*S94. 
$  Robertson^  Index  to  Chaneri,  p.  72.— See  alfO  on  this 
•object,  Ketth*»  Catalogue,  p.  271. 


paunds  Scots  money^  annually,  from  her  lands  of  Tu* 
Hgon,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  which  charter  is 
dated  Ist  May,  1490*. 

King  Alexander  II.  who  had  been  several  times  in 
Aberdeen,  as  indicated  by  the  dates  of  various  char« 
ters,  died  aiino  1249/  in  the  island  of  Kerary,  the  8th 
July,  in  the  fifty-first  year  of  his  age,  and  thirty -fifth 
of  his  reignf .  During  his  time,  Mathew  Scott,  arch- 
deacon of  St.  Andrews,  and  chancellor  of  dhe  kingdom* 
was  postulated  bishop  of  the  see  of  Aberdeen,  but  death 
prevented  his  consecration :  Gilbert  de  Stryvelin,  or 
Stirline,  succeeded  in  1228,  and  died  ten  years  after. 
Kandolf,  a/uz#  Rodulfus  de  Lambley,  succeeded  Gilbert 
in  1 258.  He  was  abbot  of  the  monastery  of  Aberbro* 
thick,  and  is  represented  to  have  been  a  man  of  singu- 
lar piety,  who  travelled  on  foot  through  his  extei:|siye 
diocese,  and  all  his  )ife  rigidly  adhered  to  the  spare 
diet  and  austere  habits  to  which  he  had  been  accufi- 
tomed  in  the  cloister.     He  died  anno  ]  247 1* 

Alexander  UI.  ascended  the  throne  on  the  1  Sth  Joly* 
1 249,  in  the  8th  year  of  his  age{|.  He  granted  a  char* 
ter  to  the  town  of  Aberdeep,  dated  at  Kyntor,  the  8th 
December,  twenty-fourth  of  his  reign,  anno  1273  ;*ia 

which 

•  In  the  year  1244,  and  thirtieth  of  Alexander's  reign,  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  was  consumed,  as  w»  are  informed,  by  acci- 
dental fire;  and  also  Haddington,  Roxburgh,  Lanark,  Stirling, 
Perth,  Forfar,  and  Montrose.  That  such  a  number  of  towoa 
should  have  been  burHed  iy  accident  in  one  year,  is  incredible* 
f  Annals,  vol.  I  p.  1 76.  t  Keith*$  Cat.  p.  63, 

J  Annals,  voL  i.  p.  178.  ^ 
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^hich  he  allows  the  burgesses  to  have  fairs,  or  niar« 
kets  C^  habeant  rmnima^*),  for  two  weeks  after  Tri- 
nity^. Alexander  also  granted  a  charter  of  protection 
to  the  burgesses  of  Aberdeen^  dated  at  Elincardyn,  27th 
January,  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  reign  (1277).  As 
the  king  made  frequent  journies  through  Scotland,  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  abuses,  and  holding  courts  of 
justice,  it  is  probable  that  he  granted  the  former  charter 
when  travelling  through  the  kingdom  ;  for  it  does  not 
appear  that  there  was  any  royal  residence  at  that  time 
at  Kintore. 

Alexander  III.  died  the  10th  March,  1285-6,  in  the 
forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  thirty-seventh  of  hi^ 
reign.  He  was  thrown  from  his  horse  over  a  preci- 
pice, between  Burntisland  and  Kinghom,  and  killed 
<m  the  spotf. 

In  the  time  of  Alexander  III.  Aberdeen  was  a  con- 
«iderable  mart  for  fish.  Ity  appears  that  Edward  L 
preparatory  to  his  expedition  against  Wales,  sent  peo- 
ple into  Scotland  to  purchase  fish  for  the  use  of  his 
army,  and  Adam  de  Fuleham  was  appointed  to  pro- 
vide 1 00  barrels  of  salmon,  and  5000  salt  fish,  and  also 
dty  fish.  The  fish  of  Aberdeen  were  then  in  high  re- 
pute, and  so  well  cured,  that  they  formed  an  article  of 
valuable  export  to  England.     In  1290,  the  ship  that 

^     was 

*  According  to  Chalmeri  {Caltdoti.  vol.  i.  p.  788),  there  was 
m  windmill  it  Aberdeen  before  the  year  1371,  which  thews  that 
the  mechanic  arts  had  made  considerable  progress  at  that  time  in 
this  country. 

t  Annals,  vol.  i.  p.  201. 
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wtt  vBerit  toln-jB^  over  the  infttit  queen  of  'Norway  to 
Scbdand^  \was  furnrshed  with  th^  lish  part  of  the  pro* 
tisions- from- Aberdeen,  tdiich  consisted  Of  400  salmon, 
200  stoek^fish,  one  smalt  barrel  of  storgeoxis,  five  do- 
zen 6f  lampreys,  50  pounds  of  whale,  and  half  a  last 
of  hearings.  'The  "fish  of  Aberdeen  (salmonl  cost  three 
peniiieseach ;  ^hestoek-fi^  somewhat  uAder  one  penny 
each  j  and  the  half-last  of  herrmg?,  30  IhiHings*. 

^In  the  reign  ofAtexander  til.  Peter  de  Ramsay  was 
bishop  of  Aberdeen.  ^  He  was  previously  -a  monk  of 
Al)erbrothitk>  and  di^d  anno  t^59.  He  appears  to  have 
been  a  kiian  of  considerable  consequence.  .  In  1^50  he 
procured  a  bull  from  Pope  Innocent  IV.  aHottihg  to 
each  vicarage  within  the  diocese  of  Aberdeen,  a  sti- 
pend of  1 5  mefks  of  silver ;  but  this  grant  excited  Che 
6nvy  of  the  abbots' of  Aberbrothick  and.LlndOris,  who 
termed  it  exorbitant  and  oppressive.  Tbey  appealed 
to  1the  pope,  and  obtained  a  reversal  of  the  ordjriahcef. 
Richard  de  Potton  succeeded,  and  lived  until  ihb 
year  1 267  f.  'Hugh  de  'B*ehham  succeeded  ^Richard. 
He  was  ison  of  Hugh  Senham,  of  that  ilk  (or  Benholm, 
as  now  spelt),  ill  the  county  of  Kincardine.  He  died 
in  1'279,  at  Xochgoul,  the  residence  of  the  bishops  pf 
AberdeenJ.  '  Henrj  de  Cheyn,  of'Dufius,  succeeded 
Behham,  in  1281,  and  the  events  of  his  life  shall  be 
'Afterwards  noticed.*  *  ^  * 

Trom  the  death  of  Margaret,  grand-daughter,  pf 

Alexander  III.    till  the  decision  of  Edward    L    pf 

h;.   . .    ,.  .^gland, 

^'M^lHM^n*«AiiiNtl8%f€(»niirerce,vts!.i.-p.^90.   ^ 
t  Keith's  CstaJL-p.  ^4.  ^  t  Ibid»  p.  66, 
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Jingldni,  in  favour  of  John  Baliol^  in  the  year 
1292^  the  people  of  Scotland  .were  occupied  with 
the  disputes  of  the  rival  candidates  for  the  crown*. 
Baliol  was  crowned  at  Scone,  the  30th  November, 
J  29  2,  (St  Andrew's  dayf).  He  made  a  feeble  at- 
tempt to  restore  the  independence  of  the  country,  or> 
at  least,  to  relieve  it  from  the  degrading  influence  of 
Edward,  by  dismissing  all  the  Englishmen  whom  he 
had  maintained  at  bis  court^.  But  a  fatal  alliance 
%vith  Philip,  king  of  France,  into  which  Baliol  im- 
prudently entered  in  1295,  occasioned  a  series  of 
fvars,  in  which  the  best  blood  of  Scotland  was  shed  ; 
'  and  induced  a  train  of  calamities  that  were  only,  ter- 
minated by  the  intrepidity  and  persevering  valour  of 
Bobert,  the  grandson  of  the  competitor,  Bruce,  after  a 
bloody  contest  with  England,  which  contmued  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  with  various  success ;  when 
ifmally,  the  English  government  was  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  Scotland §. 

In  terms  of  the  treaty  with  Philip,  the  Scots  invaded 
Cumberland,  26th  March,  1 296  ;  but  were  repulsed  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  another  attempt,  on  the  8th  April  [j  ; 
and  Edward,  in  return,  penetrated  into  Scotland,  by 
the  eastern  borders,  with  a  numerous  and  well  ap- 
pointed 

*  The  deaa.of  Abei^eD  was  one  of  the  forty  commissiooers 
on  the  part  of  Robert  Bruce,  who  were  appointed  to  examine  the 
clainu  of  the  competitorB  in  1291  >  and  to  make  a  report  to  B4* 
ward* 

f  Annals,  foL^i.  p.  243.  |  Ibid,  p.  2S6« 

S  The  £•  Par.  at  York,  Ut  March»  1328.~C^/iBMr/,  p.  819. 
^  Anoalti  ToL  i.  p.  257. 
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pointed  army.     He  marched  with  such  rapidity  that 
the  fate  of  Baliol  and  of  his  country  was  decided  on 
the  28th  April,  at  Dunbar*.     The  Scots,  who  occu* 
pied  the  commanding  height^  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  place,  left  their  strong  position,  and  tumul- 
tuously  poured  down  on  tho  English.     They  were  rc- 
ceiyed  with  firmness>  repulsed,  broken,  and  dispersed. 
A(l  the  forti0ed  places  in  Scotland  now  surrendered  to 
Edward,  as  there  was  no  army  to  oppose  him.     Baliol 
implored  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror,  and  renounced 
his  liberty  and  his  crown,  on  the  2d  July,  at  Brechin, 
or,  according  to  some  historians,  in  Kincardineshiref. 
£dward  penetrated  to  Elgin  in  Moray {,  but  soon'  re- 
turned to  Bei-wick  upon  Tweed,  and  held  a  parliament 
<m  the  28th  of  August,  where  he  received  the  fealty  of 
the  clergy  and  laity  of  Scotland§.     He  had  left  troops 
in  aH  the  important  and  defensible  places  in  the  king^ 
dom  ;  and  tboyerawe  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen  and 
the  north,  had  placed  a  strong  garrison  in  that  town. 

-Tlie  traoquiliity  of  the  kingdom,  however,  was  of 
short  duration.  The  spirit  of  the  Scots  was  as  yet  un** 
broken.  The  presence  of  the  conqueror  intimidated 
the  people,  but  their  love  of  independence  was  not  ex- 
tinct ;  and  a  desultory  warfare  was  commenced  by  tho 
intrepid  William  Wallace,  The  exploits  of  this  Va- 
liant captain  are  recorded  in  a  metrical  romance,  with 
much  exaggeration,^  But,  divesting  his  history  of  the 
B  2  ^    embellish^ 


•  Anmlf,  Tol.  U  p.  261.  f  Ibid,  964. 

i  Ibkl,  265.  5"  Ibid,  266. 
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eittbellbhmcnts  of  the  poet,  we  may  believe,  for.  k 
is  wtll  authenticated,  th^  be  once  more  set  Scot- 
hnd  free.  In  May,  1 297,  he  attacked  the  English 
qoartecsj,  at  the  h«ad  of  a  resolute  band.  Sir  WiHiam 
Doug)a«  joined  him,  and  they  attempted  to  surprise 
Ormsby,.  the  justiciary,  at  Scone,  where  he  held  his 
courts,  but  he  escaped  by  flight^.  After  this  ]joid 
^laultoxLthe  centre  of  government,  the  Scots  :roT6d 
over  the  country,  and  massacred  all  Englishmen  whp 
unfortunately  fell  into  their  hands.  Tbey  ako  b^ 
sieged  castles^  and  attacked  the  enemy  in  their  strong 
hokUf. ,  Forfjsa*^  Brechin,  and  Montrose,  fell  into  their 
hands,  and  their  garrisons  were  pui  to  th^  siw^. 
W al  lace  got  possession  of  the  castle  of  Dunnottar  ^f  ft«^ 
prise,  and  killed  all  those  whom  he  fou»id  ia  it^.  He  ' 
then  nmiK:hed  to  Abenken ;  and  it  is  said  {  by  Bitcha- 
})an.  and  Abercix)mby[[,  that  he  saw  it  aU  in  a  9$ai^^ 
the  English  having  burned  the  town  which  tbejf^  km) 
previously  plundered,  axul  then  retired  to^  the  ckadef. 
Hollinshed^  however,  only  mentions  that  he  found  the 
towa  desertAid  by  the  inhabitants,,  and  the  castle  so 
stroo^ply  garrisoned^  that  i4  could  not  be  won  without 
a  great  ^sacrifice  of  mea  ;  which  he  did  not  then  deem 
k  exfpedient  to  ins^,  and  accordingly  returned  ii>k> 
Angusll*    The  borj^iing  o£  the  towa  at  this  time,  is 

eiUremely 

•  Annah,  vt)K  i.  p.  270u  f  Ibid. 

t  Hollin8hell,i»ol.i.  p.  421. 
§  Buchanan's  History  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  p.  292. 
f  Alattkl  Atchieveateiits,  vak  ii.  p.  SS8^ 
\  HoUiQshed,  voL  i.  p.  tsft*  ^ 
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«2triemikly  dotdiiM.  -  Buchanan ^ftnd  Abercromhy  ge- 
nerally follow  the  fables  of  Boece^  who  kieyer  hesitated 
about  an  assertion^  although  inconsistent  with  prpba- 
bility^.or  altogether  destitute  of  foundation.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  English  army  in  the  isouth  of  Scotland  un- 
questionably called  Wallace  from  the  siege  of  the  cita- 
del of  Aberdeen,  and  with  his  usual  rapidity  he  re- 
treated to  Dundee.  ' 

From  success,  the  Scotish  army  acquired  strength^ 
and  Wallace  was  joined  by  many  potent  and  respect* 
able  men,  who  united  their  fortune  to  that  of  this 
champion  of  Ihs  country's  rights*.  The  whole  strength 
of  the  patriotic  party  assembled  at  I-rvine  to  oppose 
the  English  in  battle,  and  at  once  to  decide  the  destiny 
of  Scotland;  but  distrust  and  suspicion  engendered 
disunion,  and  all  the  powerful  associates  of  Wallace 
submitted  to  the  English,  with  the  exception  of  Sir 
Andrew  Murray  of  Bothwellfr 

The  people  had  either  more  spirit,  or  were  n)ipre  impa« 
tient  of  submission  than  their  chiefs ;  and  the  gallant 
.  army  under  Wallace'  and  Sir  Andrew,  daily  increased  J  .^ 
The  castle  of  Dundee  was  besieged;  but  Wallace  learn- 
ing that  the  English  were  advancing  to  Stirling,  left  the 
blockade  of  that  fortress  to  the  care  of  the  citizens> 
and  inarched  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  Forth.  He 
met  them  at  the  Abridge  of  Stirling,  and  overthrew  their 
numerous  army.  The  victory  was  complete ;  the  Eng- 
lish were  panic'*struck,  abandoned  their  bagga^ge,  and 
,  H  a  fled 

*  Annals*  vol,  i.  p,  273^  t  Ibid.         .  1 1M4, 2741, 


iMln'edfrftat^toBerWittfc.    WiiltecehidUi^ept^ft 

the  lossft)f  Sir  AndfeW  MtwTay>  whose  life,  at  iSbh  cw- 
ticaf  iiffte,  was  of  more  vtAvtt  tiy  hSis  cotmtr)r  thaa  a 
white  *rmy*. 

llte^^  ^tnretidbr  of  the  if  a^e  ef  Dtodee,  and  the  otha: 
^ftmg  f)T*ces  itt  9coe]dlid>  was  the  consequence  of  the 
victofy  aft  SiMihg :  sMd  W^ate  matched  into  Eng- 
land, which  he  ravaged  for  three  weeks,  and  tfaeh  re- 
tredttedf.  lie  EtigKsh  sttmy  assembled  at  Berwick^ 
Jkt  sprhtg'  1299,  tmdef  the  animadng  presence  of  tfaehr . 
soVeiiedgii.  A  detaicfaed  hoif  landed  ht  Fife,  bnt  were 
coated  fey  WaHacJe,  ontbe  12th  Jtine,  12M,'at  the  fo*- 
irestef  ilack  IrannideX,  Edward  approached  with  a 
ittlfghty  iiost  by  the  eastern  frontiers,  and  established 
Sus  head-xjtiarters  at  Tempie^Hston,  between  Edxnbtirgti 
and  Linlithgow.  The  Scots  advanced  to  Falkirk.  £d- 
irard  attacked  tbenu  They  were  roofed  i^nd  disperseiF« 
notwithstanding  the  skill  and  valour  of  WaHace. 

The  scarcity  cif  provisions  obliged  Edward  to  retire 
irom  Scotland,  which  he  did  by  the  western  borders. 
The  cruel  policy  of  devastating  the  country,  which  sa 
generally  prevailed  m  those  barbarotts  ages,  frequently 
compelled  the  conquering  army  to  retreat,  by  denying 
it  the  nleans  of  subsistence  ;  and  such  was  the  case  with 
3Bdwatrd  on  this  occasion.  He  retired  to  Carlisle,  where 
helreTd  a  parliament;  and  to  reward  his  followers,  be<» 
stiVWed  dnthetn  the  estatvs  of  many  Scodsh  lords.  £1 
li9t,  Wittiam  Lawbertoii,  bishop  of  St  Andrews,  Ro- 
bert 

^  Anials,  Ytl,  i;p.  27«,        f  Am'^^i  27e..       |  Ibid,  SfiO. 


left  Broce^  erf  Carriclr,  and  JtAkh<l%myn,  tbeymmger, 
\7ere  chosen  guarffran?  of  Se6tlam)^  WtkHaee  was  no¥r 
depvived  of  any  command  in  Che  armies^  or  inflttcnce  hi 
iifae  councils  of  his  country.  T^  castie  of  StirHfig 
was  besieged  by  the  guardians^  and  Edward  hastened 
to  succowr  it ;  l>ut  his  army,  whkh  had  assembled  at 
Berwick,  refused  to  adrance/  and  Stirling  capitalatedf  • 
In  Bummer,  ISOO,  £dward  invaded  Scotland  by  the 
western  marches;  but  his  expedition  terminated  m 
wasting  Annandale.  A  truce  was  concluded  between 
the  nations,  SOch  October,  rSOO,  to  contmue  till  Whit- 
sunday, 1 .901 ,  and  in  the  meantime,  both  parties  pi^- 
pared  for  wat.  *  * 

At  the  expiration  of  the  truce,  John  de  Segrave  wa» 
aent.into  Scothind,  widi  an  army  which  he' conducted 
in  three  dirisions  as  iar  as*  Edinburgh.  The  Scots  at* 
tacked  and  routed  ^em  in  detaiVt*  ^^  Edward  being 
now  relieved  ff  cm  the  pressure  of  the  war  with  Franc*, 
l)ent  the  whole  force  of  his  kingdom  against  Scotland, 
Intb  which  lie  marched  with  a  mighty  ^rmy,  in  May 
ISOS^.  The  Scots  were  unable  to  resist  lihn,  and  he 
over-ran  the  country.  The  castle  of  Brechin  was  de- 
fended by  the  intrepid  Sir'ThomaK  Maule,  who  check- 
ed his  progress  for  a  dhort  timefl  ;  but  he  reached  Aber* 
de6n  by  the  24th  August,  where  he  remained  for  ten 
daysf .    Me  was  at  Banff  on  the  4th  September;  at 

Kinloib 


•  A0Dal««  vol  U  p.  S»l.  t  n>id>  292,  393. 

I  ibid,  299.  $  Ibid,  S02.  ||  Ibid.  309» 

f  Cbalmen'i  Cskdooiay  voL    »p.  670. 
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Kinloss  m  Moray«  on  the  9  th,  where  he  remaiQed  a 
month ;  at  Kildrummy>  on  the  8th  of  October ;  and 
thence  he  went  again  to  Kin]os$,  on  the  10th  ^  but 
returning  southward,  he  was  at  Dundee  on  the  20th 
of  October.  , 

The  only  fortress  that  now  stood  out  against  the 
fQYfer  of  Edward,  was  the  castle  of  Stirling,  and  to 
protect  it,  Comyn  collected  all  his  forces,  which  he 
posted  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  place.  The  wary  Edward  crossed  at  a  ford  at 
^some  distance  from  them — turned  their  left,  and  they 
were  dispersed*.  Bruce  and  Comyn,.  with  their  fol- 
lowers, now  submitted,  and  stipulated  only  for  their 
lives,  liberties,  and  estates.  But  the  castle  of  Stirling 
was  still  defended  by  the  brave  Sir  William  Oliphant^ 
who  was  obliged,  however,  to  surrender  at  discretiox^ 
on  the  20th  July,  1 S04,  after  a  vigorous  §iege  of  three 
monthsf.  Robert  Bruce,  the  son  of  the  competitor, 
died  about  this  time ;  and  to  his  son,  the  earl  of  Cac- 
rick,  Edward  gave  sasine  of  the  lordship  of  Annandale. 
Wallace,  who  had  retired  from  active  life,  to  seek  re- 
pose in  the  security  of  concealments  was  discovered — 
carried  to  London,  and  after  a  mock  trial,  executed  on 
the  2  Sd  August,,  130^^.  Edward  now  proceeded  to 
settle  and  arrange  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  as  a  province 
ofEngland§.  Her  established  sheriffs  in  the  different 
districts,  and  Norman  de  Lesly  was  appointed  to  the 

sheriff- 

*  Axuaals,  vol.  i.  p«  304*  f  ^^^*  P*  ^^9* 

I  Ibi4,  f .  310»  §  Ibfd,  g.  Sil. 
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slierififtom  of  AtieHeen*.  AAer  ai  lopg,  ^AgiHiaM, 
and  bloody  contest^  Saatlaad  .was<  thus  solye^Ued^:  to  4be 
deminioii  o€  Eiigiaiici.  Wkhia  a  tbw  nwoth^lmfc 
«Ter,  the  English  system  wasr  areitte^wii,  ailde  tfee 
sword  was  again  uaaheatibed.  to  aasorl  thainAB|iei|ib' 
ence>  af  tlie  d)iifitry« 

Robert Bruce^  the gnaMbonflf  jprttce thaccimfMiitar 

^pHtii  Badidr  dmn^  tbii  tlronajoJ  hfsnaiBMilaiSi  wbiek 

lie  aacendedion  the  j2ftkr]MbBcl»,;i]SMUaOiiw«l  ctowned 

«t  SaoiMt.    NtBlkstflnierpana  ivasondavtaJicui  s^faiatt 

Poriii;  bat  IwibavdiseQiR^iMk^aAdikuraamy  dispm^^ 

on  the  19th  Jniie,  by:  tliet  BB|^isl|,  watkmt  P^a^omtUt, 

ike  guafd&aQ*    The  Jgn^  leAed  tb  :tit  noantaitis  of 

AllMfe  with  dHa  ramfina  isi'him  1voof^>|*    After  eiidi»- 

ling^  nany  pviasttom  asHk.  karMt^s^  ibey  eaaae  to 

AbefdeeiH  where  Bebert  wmi  his  wift,  and  many)  olber 

ladies,  the  wrM»  and  daugbkers  of  his  feUoweis,  whom 

his  Vrotbei^Nigd  bad  cellect^,  aodcoiidaeted  thither  $. 

The  apppsacii  of  the  £tigi«sti  obliged  thsfla  to  retire 

fcoi»  Ahevdeen^  and  their  ladies.  aocomfNttied  them  ki 

their  fotite  across  the  mouatains,  taBreadaifaaiie.  They 

wera  conveyed  on  horsebaok>  and  the  whole  party  wane 

eft«;n  in  greiat  distress  from,  the  scarcity  of  provisions. 

According  to  Barbour  (p.  39),  Sir  James  Douglas^  in 

the  Ufu^  spMt  of  gadlantiyj,  took  charge  of  these  faith- 

M  dames.     He  oseght  tnwt,  eeb^  and  salaion,  and  Icti. 

led ^enisoib  taafftid  them  subsistonoe.  WhentheJcin^ 

had 

*  iU»al%ToV  i.  p.  814.  f  Ibl4>  vol.  u»  m  ]« 

t  lhJ4,p.n  §.  l>i^||.8« 
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had  reached  the  borders  of  Argyle,  he  was  attacked  by 
the  lord  of  Lorn*.  A  fierce  combat  ensued  on  the  1 1  th 
August,  and  Robert's  party  were  overpowered.  The 
foyalists  had  hitherto  supported  themselves  by  hunt* 
ing  and  fishtag ;  but  the  approach  of  winter  denied 
them  all  hopes  of  subsisting  themselves  longer  in  that 
manner ;  and  the  queen>  with  the  other  ladies^  was 
sent  to  Kildrammy  Oastle  in  Marre,  under  the  protee* 
tion  of  Nigel^  and  all  the  horsetrien.  The  king.  Sir 
James  Doug1as>  and  a  few  of  their  followers,  after  suf- 
fering innumerable  hanUups,  escaped  to  the  island  of 
Bachriut  where  Aey  remained  in  safety. 

The  queen  and  her  daughter,  di^iiding  the  ^nse» 
«|uence  of  a  siege  in  KUdrummy  Castle^  took  shelter 
in  the  sanctuary  of  St.  Dotiiacy  at  Tain,  in  Ross^hire ; 
but  the  earl  of  Ross  violated  a  retreat  that  was  heM 
Kacred  by  law  and  religion,  and  delivered  the  unfortu* 
mate  wife  and  daughter  of  Bruce  to  the  Englishf. 
The  castle  of  Kaldrummy  was  besieged  by  the  earls  of 
Lancaster  and  Hereford.  The  magazine  was  burned, 
and  the  garris(Hi  surrendered  at  discretion.  Nigel^  the 
king's  brother,  was  carried  a  prisoner  to  Berwick,  and 
beheaded;  and  many  others  of  the  king's  partizans 
sufiered  c^atpftallyj;. 

During  winter,  Bruce  made  no  effort  U^  regain  his 
kingdom ;  but  in  spring,  be  arrived  9n  the  coast  of 
Carrick,  aiid  with  about  300  followers,  attacked  the 
English  at  Turnberry,  and  put  them  to  the  sword§. 

His 

♦  Anoali,  vol.  ii.  p.  e.  f  iWd,  p.  M). 

t  Ibitf,  p.  16.  §  Ibid,  p.  21. 
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His  futhfal  frknd,  Bodigla^  wkk  a  few  of  hi«  ?|M«iib« 
surprised  the  castle  of  Douglas,  and  slew  the  Boglish 
garrison  who  defended  it,  on  the  19th  March,  ISOOr?. 
Bruce  defeated  the  earl  of  Pemhreke ;  and  three  days 
after» .  rooted  Ralfphde  Moutheimer.  with  great  slaugh- 
ter,   and  GompeUed  him  to  seek  shelter  in  the  c^s^ 
tie  of  Ayr*.    Edwaid  h  died  the  .7  th  July,  1 307,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Scotland,  and  the  prosecution  of  .the 
war  now  derdved  op  his  son  and  successor,  Edward  IL 
who  marched  to  Cumnock,  on  thc^  bonders  of  Ayrshiro^ 
and  then  returned  to  £i^iand.    Bruce  and  his  friends 
considered  this  inglorious  retreat  as  auspicious  to  theii^ 
' causes  and  inraded  Galloway;  but  the  guardian  de- 
feated th^m,  and  Bruce  retiri^  to  thci  north  of  Scot- 
landf.    He  surprised  the  castle  of  Inyeiness ;  and  ail 
the  strong  holds  in  the  north  fell  into  his  hands.    £[is 
army  now  daily  incteased  in  numbers,  in  spirit,  and  in 
cbttiage.    On  the  25 tb  December,  1307,  the  earl  of 
Buohflui,  with  a  numerous  body  of  English  and  Scots^ 
met  him  in  Glebeski  but  on  the  approach  of  Bruce 
they  fled,  and  be  returned  to  Aberdeen  (.    At  this 
time  the  kir^  was  jieised  with  a  distemper  that  nearly 
proved  fatal.    .His  .strength  gradually  decayed,  and 
that  bold  enterpiiising  spirit  which  had  surmounted,  so 
many  difficultly^  was  enfeebled  by  a  diseasi^  that  had 
broken  down  his  constitution,  and  re^^derfid  him  en- 
tirely« unfit  for  military  operations  for  five  months* 
It  is  said  that  be  redded  in  a  house  in  the  Green,  and 

thai 

*  Aonali,  vol.  ii.  p.  29. 
t  Abercromby,  toL  u.  p.  30G«  {  Ibid,  p.  807. 
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#f  iBMIte  J  and  fUOVMOOi, 

iJ^Mm  Qomyn,  iihe  earl  of  Buidito,  ^atid  Ae^Soja^. 
WWMMUd^T,  Montoij^tOireuiiebetlseidiigtBoeof  tlicir 
dKfiNrt:  iil4S^toneik>'0DUeciiMt  a  jiooifiB^iiB  body  of  vMa 
t6  itts|)«i04he  Add  oftoe :iiidre  with  finias*.  iUk  tnd 
Mite  ^f  'heMk  letic^wagcd  thejpwtinns^f  t&e  6iig« 
mil  ifittfi«Bt ;  Jtan^  i«poite  '«v«re  iadostvloiiiiy  «|inifld 
that  Ii6't*a»  In  iio  «teuMfi»ii  lo  lMd4iift  tnny.  in  dils 
Ikowet^r,  tfeey  4V«ve  mUMkeii;  for>  W«bk  as  te  Wfls^ 
ke  «^09se»ied  a  4l«Mtttle88'4q»irii,^4iid  kimr  iwtU  tiie  irn^ 
)»6rtatite  Of  iiis  ^pKHMiial  app«anuti0e Mthe^seeM^ 
^ictidti.  '1%e  4fttietay  Mii^t« 'StMloiied«t«he<vilkkge*«f 
ibkt«roiy^  and  BrUoe  MjiooniptttiM  bk^iiifiiy^ii  a  Ht- 
%^/  but  4ie  itt<$«]lMd  »b  b^meback  befbte  bie  caoie  kk 
<i^iew,  ditd  ^t6  tbe  &«ceswyfdhtttiiaBfl  for  rtie  au«^ 
^he'^ntie  iririny  was  at  tmuob  animated,  as  4be  eitar 
il^S'dteitiayed,  'by  Uia^eMnce  4f  SniQe».atid  a  MMKfy 
««ffffict  eiiMiedanitha^SSd'May,  lfjS08/*wbiok4«Mai- 
Mted  in  tbe  tetal  deftteifr  ^  fiudiati^B  «tad  Mottbr^a 
«Mt6i.  Tbey 'H^&  )pai«u#d  formal^  inilas  W^  giMt 
U^ghl^ ;  aod-trAdkkftn  t«pons>  «bai /the  happy  imnh 
Wtbe  d6y>-e6njoi4Md>ltt  the  awavciM  be  bad'ta]ieD,«iii- 
MAi<dy  MiMored  the  lutigtO'bcii^h.  Jti  a^fier(ieage>  ibe 
HblATthtthf-h^BitaaiSy^^  and 

"Sl^i^e  erUK^y^^ WfibtM  %hd  iMtit<N<l€s>  of  ^^te/aarlf  ^f  Bs* 
Hbbattt- 

'    'AftMtHlhM'tiifie  #ie-dt]veiis W 'Ab«idMi  file Aii«d 
litiid  carried  the  fortress  of  the  city^  which  stood  on  the 

castle- 
♦Aanal*,  toI.  ii.  p.  2*7.  '  f  Ibid. 
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tastle-Iull.  They  massacred  the  English  garrison^  anci 
levelled  the  Anrtificaiioiis  with  the  groaiid.  The  Eng« 
Msh  troops  assembled  from  difihrant  qnarters  in  the 
netgM>oarhood,  and  marched  against  the  town.  The 
cifisens  encouitered  and  overtibrew  them;  and  the 
prisoners  taken  in  the  cenlfict^  were  cmeliy  pnt  to 
debllL  The  deKberate  nmfdor  of  those  whcun  the 
chance  of  war  had  thrown  into  the  power  of  the  Tictors^ ' 
shews  the  barbaiity  of  the  tinm.  The  good  and  ptoin 
canons  of  Aiierdeen  endearoured  to  save  the  liveb  of 
the  prisoners ;  biA  the  voice  of  faimianity  calls  tn  Vain 
amidst  the  tnmnlts  of  war,  and  the  distractions  of  civil 
discord.  The  notions  of  the  age  were  superstitions; 
and  an  the  indulgence  the  hdy  men  coiiid  obtain 
in  favottr  of  the  sufferers^  was  permission  to  intor  their 
lifeless  bodies  in  the  consecrated  ground  of  {St.  Nicolas* 
church*. 

Tbevaffainr  of  Brace  now  assumed  a  more  favonrable 
aspect;  and  many  who  before  were  attached  to  theEog* 
lish  interest,  ranged  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the 
king.  Aftervarious  rencounters,  battles,  and  deges^duo 
ring  six  years  of  desultory  waifare,  be  obtained  ahnost 
entire  possession  of  the  kingdomf .  The  castie  of  Stir- 
Hug  was  the  only  strong  fbrtress  that  held  out ;  and  to 
relieve  a  place  so  important^  Edward  If.  invaded  Scot- 
land  with  a  mighty  «nny,  in  June  13 1^.  Bruce 
waited  his  approach  on  a  field  between  Stirling  ami 
Bamiockbum.;  the  former  being  on  his  left,  the  latter 
I  on 

*  Annals,  vol.  xi.  p»  28,  f  Ibid,  p.'  SI. 
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•on  his  fight.  The  English  army  was  five  times  more 
numerous  than  that  of  the  Scotish.  Edward  steadily 
advanced  in  all  the  confidenee  of  victory ;  and  Bruce 
resolutely  maintained  his  position,  determined  to  con* 
quer  or  die.  A  long,  a  desperate,  and  bloody  battle 
ensued.  The  Scots  triumphed.  The  English  were 
completely  routed ;  and  Edward  precipitately  fled  to 
Dunbar,  and  thence  by  sea  to  Bamburgh  in  Nor- 
thumberiaad*.  The  castle  of  Stirling  surrendered ; 
and  the  consequences  of  this  rictoiy  were  most  im- 
portant.  It  fixed  the  crown  on  the  head  of  Bruce,  and 
decisively  secured  the  independence  of  Scotlaadf-  The 
>vi(e  and  daughter  of  the  king,  who  had  been  detained 
prisoners  in  England  since  the  time  they  were  betray* 
cd  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Edward  I.  by  the 
edrl  of  Ross,  were  exchanged  for  the  earl  of  Hereford. 
The  afl&irs  of  Scotland  were  now  so  prosperous,  that ' 
Bruce  was  in  a  situation  to  invade  England  ;  and  he 
accoidingly  carried  the  war  into  the  country  of  his. 
<;uemy.  In  the  following  year,  the  Scots  again  ra- 
vaged the  borders,  and  besieged  Carlisle.  In  June 
IS16,.  Bruce  conducted  a  reinforcement  into  Ire« 
laud,  to  support  bis  brother's  pretensions  to  the  crown 
of  that  kingdom {.  He  returned  from  that  fruit* 
less  expedition  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1317^ 
and  on  2Sth  March,  1318,  took  Berwick  by  strata* 
gem§^     Two  incursions  into  England  followed  this 

event 


*  This  battle  was  fought  on  the  S4th  June,  1314. 
"l  Arnials,  vol.  li*  p.  49,  *ttef,        t  l^i<L  7^*        $  Ihid.  89« 
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are/it.  To  recover  Berwick^  Edward  assemSled  a 
powerful  army,,  in  July  13i9>  at  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  with  which  he  inarched  northward  in  August, 
and  sat  down  before  that  celebrated  fortress.  In  the 
language  oi  war,  the  Scots  made  a  diversion  to  relieve 
Berwick,  and  accordingly  entered  England  by  the 
western  marches;  which  bad  the  effect  expected,  and 
the  English  retreated;  In  December,  a  truce  was 
concluded  between  the  two  nations,  to  endure  until 
Christmas  1319,  which  gave  a  respite  for  a  short  time 
to  the  miseries  of  bothcoimtries^. 

In  Becember  ]  320,  Robert  was  at  Berwick ;  and- 
romembering  the  kindness  of  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen> 
when  he  remained  so  long  among  them  in  a  state  of 
indisposition,  at  the  time  his  afilEiirs  were  at  the  lowest, 
and  fortune  was  frowning  upon- him,  he  granted  them  » 
charter,  c<mfirming  all  tlieir  privileges,  and  bestowing 
on  the  community  the  forest  ofStock^t  This  charter 
is  dated  at  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  the  10th  December, 
and  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  anno  1 320 ;  and  be- 
sides the  forest  of  Stocket,  he  conveys  a  right  to  the 
fishings,  mills,  customs,  tolls,  &c.  to  the  burgesses, 
their  heirs  and  successors,  for  ever,  upon  payment  of 
<£21 3  :  6 :  8,  annually,  at  two  terms  of  the  year.  In 
1324',  he  granted  another  charter  to  the  burgesses,  al- 
lowing them  the  assize  of  alef,  and  liberty  to  catch 
1 2  r€d^ 

*  AnnaU,  vol.  ii  p.  104. 
i:  jiUmuths  Qf»auBaotih9VU9g9  of  the  people  of  Scotlsndi 

JoDg. 
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9t^/as  Irell  as  white  fishes.  He  gare  another  charter, 
confirming  the  town's  rights,  privilegesj  costoms,  &c.> 
dated  at  Carrick,  6th  February,  1329;  and  ako  a 
charter  of  the  same  tenor,  dated  Galloway,  16th 
March>  of  that  year. 

When  the  trace  expired,  the  Scota  made  kn  incur- 
sion into  England*  ^  and  in  the  following  year^  Ed- 
ward adranced  to  Edinburgh ;  but  famine  obliged  him 
to  return.  The  Scots  pars«ed  the  English  aa  far 
as  York.  In  June  1523,  a  truee  was  concladcd 
between  the  two  countries^  to  endure  until  12th 
June,  1 S36 ;  but  the  Scots  infringed  the  truce,  and 
on  the  15A  June,  invaded  England  with  a  nume- 
yous  anny  under  Douglas  and  Randolph,  who  returaed 
to  SGotI:m4  after  wasting  the  borders,  and  ekidini^  a 
more  powerful  iarce^  commanded  by  Edward  UL  tsk 
person.  lb  April  1328*  the  .peace  of  Northampton 
was  ecjneludedf,  and  the  right  of  Robert  to  the  crowa 
of  Scotland,  felly  acknowledged^  after  a  bloody  coen- 
test  of  more  than  tweaty  years.  The  supremacy  of 
Sk^land  wa^  renounced,  and  Scotland  became  again  a 
free  and  inde^^endent  kingdom.  The  illustrious  de* 
ftoBidor  (^  the  rights  of  hie  couatrVi  died  on  the  7tb 

Juao^ 

l<Mig  he£Me  ihU  pefiod.    In  every  town,  village,  and  hmnlet, 

thert  were  brew-houses  or  alehouses^  which  were  regulated  by 

*  an  aesize  80 early  as  in  the  time  of  David  I. — Chalmert^p^  804. 

The  kings  q£  Scotland  had  malt-mills  in  every  town,  which 

were  ^  source  of  revemieft  and  tkey  Ire^oently  gave  grants  of 

these  mills  to  the  cbnrch»to  corporations,  or  fMBilaes.-<->/^M£  788. 

^  Aanals^  vol.  ii.  p.  116,  et  sfj*  f  Ibid.  p.  141. 
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June*  1329^  at  Cardros8>  in  the  twenty-third  year  of 
his  reign,  and  fifty-fifth  of  his  age.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  th^  choir  of  Dunfermline,  near 
those  of  his  consort*;  and  his  memory  is  indelibly 
engraven  on  the  hearts  of  all  true  patriots. . 

Daring  the  reign  of  Robert*  the  bishop's  see  of  Aber^ 
deen  was  filled  by  Henry  de  Chen,  or  Cheyn,  of  whom 
we  previously  took  some  notice*  He  was  elected  bi«> 
shop,  anno  1<281,  and  was  one  of  those  who  swore 
fealty  to  Edward  Lf  As  he  had  connected  himself 
with  the  faction  of  the  Comyns,  he  tied  to  England  for 
safety,  when  their  affairs  became  desperate ;  but  the 
generosity  of  Robert  Bruce  restored  him !  to '  his '  see, 
^d  no  man  was  more  deserving  of  the  high  and  sa- 
cred office  which  he  held  When  he  returned  to 
Aberdeen^  he  diligently  employed  himself  in  correct- 
ing abuses^  and  redressing  grievances.  During  tiis 
absence,  the  rents  of  the  see  had  accumulated  to  a 
considerable  sum,  which  he  appropriated  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a  work  that  has  perpetuated  his  memory,  and 
justly  entitles  him  to  the  gratitude  of  posterity.  He 
applied  the  emolumenu  of  his  office  to  build  the  bridge 
of  Don,  which  was  probably  finished  about  the  year 
1S20,  or  the  fourteenth  of  king  RobertV  reign.  He 
died  anno  1329^  having  been  forty-ei^^t  years  in 
possession  of  the  episcopate. 

In  the  time  of  Alexander  IJL  the  population  of  Scot- 
1 3  land- 


f  Aonals,  voL  ii^-p.  14^*  f  KelA's  Catal.  p.  65^ 
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land  wfld  eat&natedat  60(^000  souls ;  and  it  is  pfbbabk 
tbat  the  nuiaber  was  not  much  increased  daring  thft 
long  contest  with  Bnglaad^    There  was  certainly  n 
great  waste  oi  homan  life  in  these  long  and  destnie* 
live  wars  witli  the  Edwards :  hat  the  populatieA  of 
any  country  depends  upon  the  qnantity  of  subsistence, 
as  the  abundance  of  foed  will  induce  an  increase  of 
fiambers>  in  a  ratio  that  doubles  in  fifteen  years.    Agri^ 
cuHure  had  made  some  progress  during  that  period, 
through  the  example  ot  commands  of  the  clergy ;  and 
we  may  believe^  that  the  populatien  of  Scotland  had 
gradaaily  increased  from  the  time  of  Alexander  IIL 
to  the  demise  of  Robert  Bruce.    The  value  of  ^ro^i- 
aions^  as  regulated  by  their  price  in  the  c^rent  coia, 
may  afford  some  criterion  for  ascertaining  the  scarcity 
CT  abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and  by  such 
•a  rule  we  may  determine  the  probable  dimmution  or 
increase  of  tte  population'  of  any  country,  especiaUy 
in  an  age  when  manufactures  and  commerce  were  un* 
3{nowB.     In  the  year  ISOOj  wheat  was  sold  for  seven 
and  eight  shillings  per  quarter;  wheat-iiour^  at  six 
shillings ;  oats^  at  three  and  sixpence ;  malt,,  at  three 
and  sixpence;  beans,  five  and  sixpence:  Beer,  per 
%utt,  from  eight  to  sixteen  shillings;  carcases  of  oxen. 
Jive  shillin|p»  to  six  and  eightpence ;  and  hogs,  from 
three  shillings  to  three  and  ninepenoe  each*.     When 
we  con»der  that  the  coin  of  Scotland  was  theii  three 
limes  the  weight  of  our  present  standard,  there  being: 

f-  Ciahncri,  vol.  i.  i^.  fOfir 
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miy  tmnly^oiie  tbiUings  in  a  poiitid  weigfal  of  «ilv«r 

Ihfln^  of  wkkh  we  vow  make  sixty-three  ihiiiingt^;  and 

tiiat  die  pofvrer  of  taoa^y  over  the  necettarica  of  life  ivtifl 

fidly  sizteea  tiaies  moie  &an  at  the  present  day%  we 

«hall  fiod^^  that  prorisions  were  as  high  in  piice  at  the 

cloie  of  the  thirteenth,  as  at  the  b^mung  g£  thenine* 

teenth  century*     This  circumstance  establishes  two 

|>oints:  First,  That  specie,  as  a  circulating  mediom, 

will. always  bear  a  price  in  the  market,  in  proportion 

.to  its  abundance  or  scarcity  f  and,  secondly.  That  its 

jMifae  in  eyery  stage  of  society,  is  determined  by  its 

power  over  the  labour  or  industry  of  man.    For  ex* 

ample :  if  oue  penny  was  the  wages  of  a  labourer  per 

day,  during  the  fourteenth  century,  we  must  deem  it 

equivalent  to  two  shillings  sterling,  which  is  the  pre* 

sent  rate  of  wages ;  because  the  two  shillings  now  will 

purchase  no  more  labour  or  provisions  than  one  penny 

would  have  done  at  that  period  ^  or  in  other  words, 

both  being  the  compensation  for  an  equal  quantity  of 

industry,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  one  or  the 

other,  is  the  same,  and  their  value  therefore  must  be 

commensurate.     From  ^his  doctrine  we  may  di^duce 

an  important  corollary,  which  is/  that  the  difficulty  of 

living, 

*  Accorduig  to  Sir  Gtorge  ^ttcLbnrgh  £vely&*f  estimate  of 
the  value  of  money,  in  the  yeara  1 100  and  1 800|  the  one  ia  to  the 
other  as  34  to  562;  or  anno  1100,  it  was  16  one-third  times 
greater  than  in  the  year  1860.  But  at  that  period,  the  coin  wis 
three  times  the  weight  that  it  is  now,  which  makei  it  49  times 
more ;  or,  in  other  words,  one  pound  then  had  the  sams  powtr. 
over  die  sccewviei  of  life,  as  49  peuads  could  now  have«> 


104.  BISTORT  OP  ABEKI)S£!I* 

or  the  pressure  of  buo^aticalamity^  has  beeh  mack  the 
same  at  all  periods,  and  in  all  stages  of  society;  and 
that  it  is  in  vain  philosophers  specnlate  on  the  perfect^ 
ibility  of  man,  wfiich  never  was>  and  never  can  be  rea- 
lized, bat. is  merely  a  chimera  in  the  imagination  of 
4he  enthosiast.  For  the  established  laws  of  natare 
have  equipoised  the  mat^al  system,  and  thus  render* 
^  ing  the  exertion  of  man  proportionate  to  his  wants, 
have  reduced  his  life  to  a  constant  succession  of  good 
and  evil,  alternately  operating  upon  him  by  cause  and 
effect,  which  no  human  ingenuity,  or  moral  perfection^, 
can  either  alter  or  avoid. 


CHAPTER  V. 

COSTBNTt, 

[INTASIOV  BY  EDWARD  BAIilOL- IirTASIO^r  ST  EAWAKD 
TlI.-^THi:  KING  A?rBBIS«6]i80RTCAliTCTeaT0FmA««B 
4—QIJA&RSL  AVOirGTHB  BAAeH»<*-BAI.IOL*fr  ABTftBAT  TO 
SBGI.A50— EBWARD  INFADES  SCOTLANO^CONCLUDES  A 
TRBATT^Sia  ANDREW  MURRAY  APTOINTEO  REGENT- 
EDWARD  JDISi  B19  ARMT  AT  VBMM— HilBCBBSI^  !««■ 
'  TE&NBIS--R9SaEKB  AAUDS  AT  Dil9INOTAB->ATT4CKB» 
.  AKp  KII«I<ED  BY  THE  CITIZ&K8  OF  ABERDEEN^EDWARO 
BURNS  THE  TOWN— OATID  AND  HIS  QUEEN  LAND  AT1W- 
TERSERYIB— fEACE  WITH  BVGtAWD— BAVfD  YlflT* 
ABBBMEXK,  AND  GBABTI  A  CVABTEB-^INYADES  BHG- 
XANDy  AND  IS  TAKEN  FEltOBER  AT  NXYIL'S  CROSS— Aft« 
8ASSINATION  OF  SIR  DAYID  BERKf^Y  AT  ABERDEEN-^ 
KING  DAYID  RANSOMED,  AND  RETURNS  TO  SCOTftAJtB"^ 
FLAOHB-^DAVID  RETIRES  T«  THE  HORTH^RBSIDEft  IN 
ABBRDBBB— 8ILYBR  COIN  AGE  AT  ABERDBBN^DEATH  OF 
DAYID^BTSHOPS— CARMELITES — ROBERT  II.  THE  FIRST 
OF  *HE  STEWARTS,  CROWNED — WAR  WITH  ENGtAKD— 
PARi/IAMBNT  AT  ABBRDBBB— DOVGLAS  AND  PlBtCV  — 
DEATH  OF  RIKO  BOBE&T  II»-— APAK  AS  TlMNINCUiAJf 
BISaOF  OF  ABERDEEN.] 

*   it   *    * 

IBaVID  II.  the  son  of  Robert  Bruce,  swcceedcd  t» 
tjhe  throne,  in  1 329,  and  was  crowned  at  Scone,  anno 
1331,  on  the  25th  November*.  Randolph  was  re- 
gent, and  the  tranquillity  of  Scotland  was  disturbed 
by  the  pretensions  of  Edward  Baliol,  who,  at  the  head 
of  a  small  anny,  invaded  the  kingdom,  to  overturn  that 

govern* 
*  Amialsy  vol.  ii.  f,  152. 
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gOTemment  which  the  vaburof  Robert  had  establish- 
ed*.  He  landed  at  Klnghorn,  3 1st  July,  1332,  and 
defeated  the  earl' of  Fife,  who  opposed  him.  At  Du- 
plin-moor  he  surprised  and  totally  routed  the  Scotish 
army,  on  the  12th  Augustf .  Perth  consequently  fell 
into  his  hands ;  and  on  the  24th  September,  Baliol 
was  crowned  at  Scone.  With  that  meanness  peculiar 
to  his  family,  he  surrendered  the  liberties  of  his^ coun- 
try to  Edward  III.,  and  ackn6wledged  him  as  his  liege 
iardX'  The  earl  of  Moray,  Archibald  Douglass,  and 
Simon  Fraser,  however,  assembled  a  body  of  horse- 
men, and  assaulted  Baliol's  quarters  at  Annan,  who 
escaped  with  difficulty,  and  took  refuge  in  England  |. 
Douglass,  with  3,000  men,  invaded  Northumberkoid, 
wasted  the  borders,  and  brought  olTmuch  booty,  with 
many  prisoners. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1333,  Edward,  who 
had  secretly  countenanced,  now  openly  assisted  Baliol, 
and  laid  siege  to  Berwick  with  a  powerful  army.  To 
relieve  this  important  place,  the  battle  of  Hallidon 
was  fought,  in  which  the  Scots  were  totally  defeated ||  ; 
and  Baliol  became  once  more  master  of  the  kingdom. 
Several  castles,  however,  still  remained  in  possession 
of  the  friends  of  David,  and  Kildrummy  was  held  by 

Chris- 
•  Annals,  vol.  ii.  p.  157. 

f  The  gallant  Randolph  died  on  the  20th  July,  I3S2,and  was 
succeeded  in  the  regency  by  Donald,  earl  of  Marre,  ^ho  was 
destitute  of  talents,  either  civil  or  military,  and  lost  his  life  and 
his  army,  at  Duplin-moor. 

i  Annals,  vol.  ii.  p.  173. 
$  Ibid.  p.  175..  II  Ibid.  p.  165. 
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Christian  Bruce>  the  sister  of  the  valiant  Robert.  In 
the  meantime^  the  yoang^.king  and  his  consort  were 
conveyed  to  France^  where  they  were  honourably  re* 
ceived. 

Ballol  held  a  parliament  at  Edinburgh*,  which  was 
Sufficiently  obsequious  to  his  wishes.  The  disgraceful 
treaty  between  him  and  Edward  was  ratified,  by  which 
the  kingdom  was  dismembered,  and  its  national  liber- 
ties renounced.  But  those  banms  who  had  supported 
Baliol,  and  contributed  to  his  success,  quarrelled  among 
themselves  about  the  divisioh  of  their  estatesf ;  and 
Moubray  being  disgusted,  joined  Sir  Andrew  Murray 
ofBothwell,  who  assembled  the  surviving  friends  of 
David :  thus  the  horrors  of  war  were  again  renewed 
in  Scotland.  Baliol  fled  to  England^ ;  Edward  pene- 
trated into  the  country  with  a  large  army,  and  wasted 
the  Lothians.  The  friends  of  the  young  king  were 
disunited  by  private  quarrels,  jealousy,  and  ambition ; 
but  several  strong  fortresses  withstood  the  power  of 
the  English;  and  on  the  11th  July,  1335,  Edward 
again  invaded  Scotland §,  and  marched  to  Perth,  where 
he  concluded  a  treaty  on  the  1 8th  August,  with  the 
most  powerful  of  the  Scotish  nobles,  tvho  acknowledged 
their  subjection  to  the  English  king||.  The  earl  of 
March,  however,  with  Douglas  and  Sir  Andrew  Murray, 
still  refused  4o  si^mit ;  and  with  800  men,' joined  to  a 
party  of  300  from  Kildrummy,  surprised  tbe  earl  of 
Athole  in  the  forest  of  Kilblain,  and  slew  him  with  many 

oT 

*  ADnals,  vol.ii.  p.  187.  t  ^W^*  V-  ^^l. 

I  Ibid.  p.  194.  §  Ibid.  p.  198.  fl  Ibid.  p.  201. 


IQ$  lUSTOBY  OF  ABEaBBEK* 

of  his  followers^  who  had  deserted  the  interest  of  their 
country,  «ad  attached  themselyes  to  Baliol.  Soon  B&tt 
this  event.  Sir 'Andrew  assembled  a  parliament  at  Dun- 
fermline, by  which  he  was  appointed"  regent  of  the 
kingdom*, 
.  Early  in  the  year  1 336,  Edward  joined  his  army  at 
Perth,  marched  north,  wasted  Moray,  and  penetrated 
as  far  as  Inverness.  The  Scots  prudently  hvokfed*  a 
general  action,  and  confined  their  army  amidst  forests 
and  morasses,  from  which  it  could  not  be  dislodged. 
While  Edward  was  parading  in  the  northern  counties 
in  all  the  pomp  of  triumph,  with  a  force  too  formidable 
for  the  power  of  the  Scots,  Thomas  Rbsheme,  a  knight 
in  his  service,  landed  hi  the  month  of  August,  with  a 
reinforcement,  at  Dunnotar.  The  inhabitants  of  Aber* 
deen,  with  more  temerity  than  prudence,  attacked  him, 
but  were  defeated.  Rosheine  fdl  in  the  action ;  and 
Edward  highly  resetted  their  conduct.  He  desolated 
the  <^untry  in  his  return  through  Buchan,  and.  burned 
the  town  of  Aberdeen,  putting  many  of  the  inhabitants 
to  the  sword  t.  The  progress  of  the  conqueror  was 
^us  marked  by  blood,  and  desolation  every  vrhere  fol- 
Joined  bis  steps.    The  Scots,  however,  adhered  to  their 

system 

*  Annals,  vol  ii.  p.  i07.  f  Ibid.  |p.  21(K 

I  Hector  Bdfecc  mentions  that  Edward  II.  sent  ships  to  Aber- 
deen, anno  13S3,  from  which  a  party  landed,. and  burned  tlut 
town  for  six  days;  but  this  seems  to  be  a  mistake,  which  Is  re- 
iterated in  the  Statistical  Account,  and  other  books.  Aberdeen 
was  speedily  rebuilt  after  1336,  and  the  houses  being  entirely 
oeWi  it  was  heocefof th  called  New  AherJeM, 
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system  of  a  desultory  warfare^  and^  when  Edward  re- 
turaed  to  England,  issued  from  their  fastnesses.  Sir 
4iidFew  Murray  made  himself  master  of  the  castles  of 
]>uiaMtaur»IiawnestoQ,  and  Kinclevia^,  and  greatly 
harrfwwd  the  Eaglish  in  adl  quarters.  He  becamo  so 
9iUme  UKfeed*  thi|t<h£  invaded  llgnglaad  in  1337,  and 
yi^tedrthe  country  in  the  iieigbhourbood  of  Carlisle. 
,  The  war  BOW  luiguii^d  on  the  part  of  Edward,  and 
the  affitirs  of  Scotland  assumed  a  more  favourable  as- 
|ieet.  Murray^  who  had  so  honourably  conlendied 
during  a  UMig  life,  &r  the  liberties  of  bis  country,  died 
in  1338,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  regency  by  the 
Itewasd  «of  Scotland  f.  The  stewaid  addedjpoUqy  to 
CMurago,  and  by  bribery  or  &rg^,  obtained  possession 
of  .almost  the  whole  of  the  fortresses  in  which  Edward 
had  left  JBoglisl^  garrisons. 

On  tibe-4th  of  Hay,  1341,  David,  with  his  consort, 
Jobaima,  landed  fronpL  Franccu  at  Inverbervie^  in  Kin- 
Cardinedbire,  after  an  exile  of  eight  years|.  In 
-134[2,  the  oastle  ,of  Roxburgh  was  takctfi  by  esca* 
hiAe^  and  the  Scots  made  frequent  inroads  into 
England.-  In  the  summer,  JDavid  erected  the  royal 
standanl,  and  led  a  numerous  aciny  into  Northumber* 
land,  from  whtdh  lie  soon  tetreated,  without  perform- 
ing  any  thing  memorable  $  and  hostilities  ceased  on 
both  sides,  in  consequence  of  a  truce  between  Ed« 
ward  and  the  king  of  France,  which  included  their 
K  allies. 


♦  AnnaU,  vol.  ii.  p.  212.        f  l}u4. 22?.        f  Il>»d-  228, 
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Sillies^  and  was  to  endure  until  Michaelmas,  in  th^ 
year  ISI-e*. 

During  the  tranquillity  of  thid  season^  David  occu- 
])Ied  himself  in  visiting  difierent  parts  of  his  kingdom, 
and,  in  February  1343,  was  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen. 
The  citizens  having  suffered  much  in  the  royal  cause, 
to  which  they  had  always  faithfiilly  adhered,  merited 
his  peculiar  care ;  and  he  granted  them  accordingly, 
a  charter,  confirming  alt  their  privileges.  -  This  char<!* 
ter  is  dated  at  Aberdeen,  21st  February,  1343,  and  is 
witnessed  by  his  nephew  Robert,  and  the  chief  officers 
of  statef. 

'  The  truce  with  the  English  was'not  strictly  observed 
by  the  Scots,  who,  in  the  two  following  years,  made 
frequent  incursions  into  England ;  and,  in  1346,  Da- 
vid assembled  an  army  at  Perth,  for  the  avowed  pur* 
pose  of  invading  Edward's  territories.  He  marched 
accordingly,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Durham;  but 
the  English  attacked  him  stNevil's  Qx>88X.  His  army- 
was  totally  overthrown,  and  himself  made  a  prisoner. 
He  was  conducted  to  the  tower  of  London:  but  the 
Scotish  nation  still  continued  to  carry  on  a  feeble  war 
under  the  regent  Steward.  In  1348,  ineffectual  ne- 
gotiations were  commenced  for  obtaining  the  liberty 
of  king  David ;  and  in  the  year  following,  Scotland 

wa» 


*  Annals,  vol,  ii.  p.  232. 
i  In  the  year  1345,  ten  maiks  sterling  were  settled  as  a  stx- 
fend  on  the  vicar  of  Aberdeen. — Annals,  vol.  ii.  p.  381. 
i  Annak,voLii.p.  238. 
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was  visited  by  a  pestilence  that  had  long  desolated  the 
continent  of  Europe*. 

in  this  barbarous  age,  family  feuds  were  revenged 
by  secret  or  open  murder.  Sir  David  Berkley  had 
assassinated  Sir  John  Douglass,  whose  death  his  bro- 
ther, the  knight  of  Liddesdale,  determined  to  re- 
venge, and  hired  John  St.  Michael  to  murder  Berk- 
ley, who  was  accordingly  assassinated  at  Aberdcea 
(anna  1350),  on  Shrove  Tugsdayf^  Such  deeds 
were  common,  and  are  characteristic  of  the  barbar- 
ism of  those  times.  And  about  two  years  afterwards. 
Lord  William  Douglass,  in  revenge  for  the  murder  of 
Berkley  and  Ramsay,  way -laid  and  assassinated  the 
knight  of  Liddesdale,  while  hunting  in  Ettrick  forest  J, 

The  king  of  Scots  was  permitted  to  visit,  his  domi- 
nions in  1351,  having  been- enlarged  in  consequence 
of  an  agreement  with  commissioners  from  Scotland, 
who  gave  hostages  for  his  return  into  custody.  A 
treaty  for  the  ransom  of  the  king  was  concluded  13th 
July,  \35^,  at  Alnwick  Castle,  as  well  as  a  truce  be- 
tween the  nations  for  the  space  of  nine  yearsj.  For 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  articles,  hostages  were 
to  be  given ;  and  the  merchants  of  Aberdeen^,  Perth, 
Dundee,  and  Edinburgh,  were  parties  in  the  treaty,  for 
themselves,  and  for  all  the  other  merchants  in  Scot- 
land. Although  this  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Scotijsh. 
commissioners,  yet  at  the  instigation  of  the  French 
king,  who  sent  a  large  sum  of  money  to  be  distributed 
K  2  among 

»  Annalf,  vol.  ii.  p.  244.  f  ^^iJ*  24^« 

^Ibid.251»  §  Ibid.  252. 
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among  the  nobles/  the  Scots  broke  all  faith  with  Ed- 
ward^ and  invaded  England.  The  war  being  again 
renewed';  Edward  penetrated  a»  far  as  Edinburgh,  and 
laid  the  whole  country  waste  with  fire  and  swon).  In 
the  year  1357,  however,  another  negotiation  was  en- 
tered into  for  the  release  of  David,  who  was,  at  lastj 
liberated  for  a  ransom  of  100,000  mcrks  8terling>.  af- 
ter a  captivity  of  eleven  years*. 

The  plague  broke  out  again  in  Scotland,  in  ISiSl, 
and  continued  its  ravages  during  that  year,  with  great 
violence.  It  is  computed,  that  in  this  general\cata- 
mity,  about  one- third  of  the  people  perished;  among 
whom  were  many  persons  of  distinctionf.  Tlie  king; 
with  many  of  his  nobles,  retired  into  the  northern'  paitt 
of  Scotland  to  avoid  the  infection ;  and  at  this  tim^,  a 
diflerence  ^ving  arisen  between  him  and  the  earl  of 
Marre,  he  besieged  and  took  Marrels  castle  of  Kildrbm- 
my,  in  wbi(^  he  pUced  a' garrison.  His  residence  in  the 
rionh  was  principally  at  Aberdeen  and  Kildrummy; 
wftcre  hfe  remained  for  several  months,  but  made  an 
excursion  to-  Morayshire.  By  various  private  charter^ 
we  findtthat  Dayid  was  in  Aberdeen,  on  the  9th,  1 0th, 
12l1fc,  atid  14th  September,  1361,  and  at  Kiidrummy, 
on  the  I9th  September,  and  13th  October  J.  He 
^pp^t^  to  have,  returned  fi*om  Kildrummy,  about, 
the  ^nrf  of  October  ;  for  he  granted  a  charter  of  con- 
fomiatliott  to  Allan  de  Grahame,  dated  1st  November, 


«  Adnali,  vol.  li.  p.  966.  f  Ibid,  p,  273. 

\  Robertion*8  Mex  to  Ctotcrt,  p«  7K 
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St  Aberdeen;  and  there  are  also  several  othersi  dated  in 
the  same  month  at  that  place.  On  the  28th  Novembefp 
Bavid  was  at  Spynie  ;  on  the  7th  December,  at  Elgin  ; 
and  on  the  24th,  at  Kinioss.  He  was  at  Spynie  again 
on  the  5th  January ;  but  had  soon  after  returned  to 
Aberdeen  :  for  we  find  charters  dated  there  the  l^th, 
J  6th,  and  1 8th  January,  1 3dl  -2.  He  left  Aberdeen 
on  the  20th  January,  afler  a  residence  there,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  north,,  for  about  four  months  and 
a  half. 

The  history  of  Scotland  from  this  period  to  the  close 
of  David's  long  reign,  contains  few  important  occur- 
rences, and  these  are  not  very  circumstantKilly  re^^ 
corded,  David  appears,  however, -to  have  several 
times  visited  Aberdeen ;  for  we  find,  (hat  he  was  ther& 
the  17th  August,  13<56,  and  again  in  1369*.'  in 
the  37th  year  of  his  reign,  he  established  a  mint  at 
Aberdeen,  and  coined  mone3r  in  terms  of  a  statute 
enacted  by  parliament  for  that  purpose.  The  valuo^ 
of  the  coin  was  reducedi  and  twenty-nine  shillings  and 
fourpeuce  were  made  out  of  a  pound  of  fine  silver^ 
which  before  that  time  was  made  into  only  twenty- 
one  shillings;  and  David  is  the  first  king  of  Scotland 
yrho  coined  groats,  according  to  our  best  authoritiesf- 

David  II.   died  at  Edinhurgh   Castle,  on  the  22d 

February,   1370-1,  and  in  the  forty -seventh  year  of 

bis  age,  forty-second  of  his  reig^i.     He  was  buried 

H  3  before* 


••RobcrUon*8  Index,  p.  ^2, 
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Il4  mrtonr  or  Asti^tBir*. 

'• 
befer^  tite  ^at  ater  i^tiie  ebttreh  of  the  «tbb«f  <tf 

Alexander  de  KtiminnMmtiK  stieceeded  Heifry  de 
Cheyn  in  the  bbhoprick  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  year  1 929v 
and  sat  about  ten  year^.  During  kis  time,  the  bidbop^ft 
palace,  and  the  houses  of  the  canons,  were  burned  by 
Edward,  When  he  retamed  from^  hh  northern  exf>edv- 
tton,  anno  ]S3(),  arid  set  fire  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen: 
He  waA  ^cceeded  by  WHHam  de  Deyn  in  1545,  after 
^4  vacancy  in  the  see,  for  six  years,  and  died  in  lS6fp 
according  to  Hector  Boece.  John  Rait  was  bishop, 
anno  1S51,  and  died  in  1^55i  He  was  succeeded  by 
iUexander  de  Kinninmonth,  second  of  this  name,  wh^ 
was  elected  A.  D.  1 S51.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  th« 
BOW  cathedra] ;  but  was  sent  on  an  embassy  to  France^ 
ttid  died  at  Scone  the  year  after  his  return,  anm^ 
1382.  Barbour,  who  writes  the  life  of  Robert  Bruce, 
was  archdeacon  of  Aberdeen  about  this  time,  and 
AiiisHed  his  history  in  1375. 

A  monastery  of  Carmelites  or  White  Friars,  waa 
Ibunded  at  Aberdeen,  in  1 350,  by  Philip  de  Arbuth* 
not,  in  honour  of  th6  Virgin  Mary  ;  and  he  granted 
ihem  thirteen  shillings  and  fimrfence  sterling  annu^^ 
ally,  from  bis  lands.  Their  charter  is  given  in  the 
year  1355,  and  confirmed  by  king  David  II.  the  17th 
August,  and  thirty  ^seventh  year  of  his  reign.  David 
also  con^rms,  "Jratrilms  de  numte  Camieli,  donationem 

"  illam. 


^  ^nalf,  ToL  il.  p.  290« 
%  KeiUi's  Catalogue,  p.  65*^ 


"  fecit  iMeffi\fratriku$deMerd€m,  ad  invemend.  C&am^ 
^  et'vimm,  ai  DMmum  tificktm  cdnipknd.  de  ifimJtmo^ 
^  fharcis  St&Hfi^tim  mtnkd  redditks,  de  terra  9ua  ia 
^  ticotiutri  ^ladm  ifiUm.''  King  Robert  II.  eonfiiMH 
fo  these  firiars  In  tire  year  1 389^  a  grant  made  to  thinllk 
fay  John  Crab,  bufge^s  of  Aberdeen/of  ten  liierks  iter- 
Itng,  to  be  titen  out  iA  his  lands,  lying  in  Aberdeen 
and  its  netghbonrhood.  Robert,  duke  of  Albany,  like^ 
Wise  confirms  (5th  Jnly,  1413),  a  dbna^n  to  the  Car* 
meKt^s,  by  WilHam  Crab,  out  of  his  lands  of  Den^ 
hum,  &C.'*.  The  church  of  the  Carmelites  was  siting 
'  ted  in  the  Qi^en. 

Robert  II.  the  first  king  of  the  family  of  Stewart^ 
a^ceMkd'  the  throne,  and  was  crowned  at  Scone,  the 
26th  March)  1371,  being  the  thirty-secmid  day  afteir 
bis  ancle's  dekth^  which  happened  on  the  festival  of  St. 
Peter's  ca^hedralf.  A  great  concourse  of  nobles  aiitt 
people  attended  to  ofier  their  homage  to  the  new  king» 
and  t)o  assist  at  the  celebra^on  of  tiie  ceremony |.  Ro" 
beirt  Stewart  possessed  none  of  the  neeessary  requisite^ 
for  war;  but  it  was  difficult  ta  restrain  a  turbulent  and 
tuaraading  people.  The  truce  with  England  wSTa  vio«* 
\9^^  by  the  earl  of  March,  who  in  13t2,  attacked  th* 
saligecis  of  tile  king  of  England,  while  they  were  peace- 
ably assen^led  at  a  fair  ui  Roxburgh,  and  destroyed 

them 


*  Keith*!  Catalogue,  p.  278. 

t  RobertioD'a  Index,  p.  Ill* 
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them  by  a  general  massacret  The  Eoglkh  retaliate(]^ 
by  desolating  Berwickshire  with  fire  and  sword ;  and 
the  horrors  of  war  were  thus  renewed,  through  th» 
iQruelty  and  perfidy  of  the  earl  of  March^  A  border 
war,  attended  with  its  usual  circumstances  of  recipro- 
cal burning,  murder^  and  bloodshed,  commenced. — 
Dee4s  of  heroic  valour -distinguished  individuals;  but 
the  unhappy  people  were  cruelly  sacrificed  to  the  am- 
bition, revenge,  and  ferocious  dispositions  of  theiir 
chieftains..  The  alternate  victories  and  defeats  of  the 
border  warriors,  roused  the  respective^  sovereigns  of 
England  and  Scotland ;  and  Richard  IL  with  an  army 
of  SOjOOO  men,  advanced  by  the  eastern  marches  as  fas 
as  Edinburgh,  while  a  fleet  accompanied  his  progress, 
and  sailed  into  the  Forth*.  .  The  Scots  were  unable  to 
meet  Richard  in  the  field,  but  counteracted  his  opera- 
tions by  an  invasion  of  England;  and  to  protect  his 
own  territories,  be  retreated  south.  Robert;,  whose  na- 
tural disposition  better  fitted  him  for  the  pursuits  of 
peaceful  life,  than  the  boisterous  scenes  of  warfare, 
jnade  frequent  journies  through  his  kingdom  in  a  justi- 
ciary capacity,  and  was  in  Aberdeen  in  the  cqurse  of 
his  progress  in  the  year  1382t,  administering  and 
enforcing  the  lawsij;.  In  1388,  he  assembled  his 
parliament  at  Aberdeen,  where  it  was  resolved  to  raise 
two  armies  for  the  purpose  of  invading  England ;  and 

with 

^  Heron's  History  of  Scotland,  vol*  iii.  p.  145. 

4  At  this  time  he  confirmed  Crab*s  grant  to  the  Carihelitesk 

\  Index  to  Charters,  p.  128; 
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Uiis  business  he  was  occupied  for  some  time^.  Both 
armies  rendezvoused  at  Jedburgh,  where  they  sepa- 
rated ;  the  one  directing  its  progress  into  England  by 
the  western^  the  other  by  the  eastern  marchesf*  Ift 
those  SLges,  the  courage  of  hostile  leaders  was  often 
tried  by  single  combat ;  and  Henry  Piercy,  the  ceie- 
brdkted  Hotspur,  having^  dialleaged  Douglas  to  ^;hl 
Mnflb  hand  t&  hand  wi4h.  diarp*  ground  spears^  the  'com* 
batanto  closbd^,  attd  Piercy  was  unhorsed.  Douglas 
earHedoffi hia laUce  with^ Us^ pennon  in  triumph.  En** 
eouiaged  by  thii^  happy  pivesage  of  victory^  the  Scots 
assaulted  Newcastle^  but  were  repulsed,  and  obliged  to 
raise  the  siege.  Piercy  burning  with  revenge,  follow- 
ed Douglas,  and  overtook  him  at  Otterburn.  A  fierce 
conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  English  were  worsted,  but 
Douglas  was  mortally  wounded.  The  armies  of  both 
nations  retreated  to  their  respective  territories,  and 
next  year  the  horrors  of  war  were  terminated  by  a 
truce.  Robert  died,  anno  1390,  at  his  castle  at  Dun- 
donald,  in  the  seventy -fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  nine- 
teenth of  his  reign. 

The  see  of  Aberdeen  was  filled  by  Adam  de  Tining- 
ham,  dean,  who,  in  1 382,  succeeded  Alexander  de  Kin- 
ninmonth  J.  Adam  was  well  descended,  and  reptted  to 
be  a  man  of  great  prudence  and  piety.  He  was  held 
in  high  estimation  by  the  king,  and  possessed  great  in* 

fluence 


*  History  of  th^  Gordons,  vol.  i.  p.  28. 

t  Gathrie*t  History,  vol.  iii.  p.  144. 

\  Keith,  p«  66. 
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fluence  in  his  councils :  indeed  so  much  so>  that  he 
would  undertake  nothing  of  moment  without  Adam's 
advice  and  approbation.  In  a  treaty  between  Robert 
II.  and  the  king  of  France,  he  was  employed  as 
joint  ambassador  with  the  bishop  of  Glasgow,  and  Ar- 
chibald, earl  of  Douglas.  When  he  returned  home^ 
he  became,  unjustly,  the  object  of  persecution,  having 
intiurred  the  resentment  of  Alexander  Stewart,  lord  of 
Badenoch,  the  king's  natural  son ;  but  he  was  honour- 
ably acquitted  by  his  sovereign,  and  delivered  from 
the  malevolence  of  hid  enemy>  and  died  in  kdran^e^ 
age,  in  1390^ 


CHAPTER  VI. 


coifrtiKTi, 
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»»    *    ♦    « 

odToHN^  earl  of  Carrlck^  the  eldest  son  of  Robert  IL 
by  Elisabeth  More>  succeeded  to  the  throne^  and  was 
crowned  at  Scone^  15th  August^  13W.  As  the  name 
of  John  was  unknown  in  the  list  of  Scotish  kings^  he 
assumed  the  auspicious  appellation  of  Robert.  Infirm 
in  body«  and  naturally  of  a  mild  temper^  he  detested 
war,  and  cultivated  the  arts  of  peace  ;  but  the  fero- 
cious barons  disdained  a  life  of  ease :  and  as  the  truce 

with 
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with  England  preyented  their  incnisions  into  that 
country,  they  awakened  their  family  feuds*  The 
earl  of  Buchan  pursued  the  bishop  of  Moray  to  his 
epiacopal  seat ;  but  fiaiilmg  to  get  faini  within  hi^ 
grasp,  he  burned  the  town  of  Elgin,  with  its  noble 
cathedral.  This  sacrilegious  wretch  was  the  son  of 
king  Robert  II.,  and  the  same  who  persecuted  the 
good  bishop  of  Aberdeen^  m  his  father's  life«tkne. 
His  son  Duncan,  with  the  vassals  of  his  father,  made 
an  inroad  into  the  county  of  An^s,  for  the  purpose  of 
committing  mischief,  and  obtaining  plunder.  Ogilyy 
the  sheriff  and  his  brother,  Walter  Leighton,  opposed 
him  at  Glenbrereth,  with  the  armed  force  of  the  county. 
A  fierce  contest  took  place,  and  Ogilyy  and  Leighton, 
with  about  sixty  of  their  followers,  were  killedt.  So 
feeble  was  the  power  of  Robert,  that  these  outrageous 
actions  passed  with  impunity. 

About  the  year  1S98,  a  deadly  feud  subsisted  be- 
tween the  clans,  Kay  and  Chattan,  which  all  the  power 
of  government  could  not  suppress.  But  an  extraordi- 
nary and  cruel  expedient  was  resorted  to,  in  order  to 
settle  the  quarrel;  Under  the  eye  of  the  king  and 
court,  thirty  warriors  were  selected  from  each  of  the 
two  clans,  to  decide  the  dispute  by  combat ;  which 
accordingly  took  place  on  the  North  Inch  of  Perth  J. 
Of  the  clan  Kay,  only  one  suryired  this  fierce  combat, 
aind  of  the  clan  Chattan,  only  eleyen.    For  a  time  the 

disturbances 

*  Heron,  yoL  iii.p.  162.  f  Ibid. 

i  Abcrcrombj,  yol.  ill*  p.  S-iO, 


HISTORY  OP  AB8B0]{£K.  121 

turbances  of  the  North  Highlands  were  qnieted  by  this 
cttBt;  uriiich  sufficiently  iUustraifes  the  barbarous 
manners  of  the  people  of  that  age>  and  shews  the  im- 
l>eoility  of  Bd>ert'8  adminbtration. 

At  this  time  the  title  of  Ddkb  was  first  introdaced, 
to  gratify  the  vanity  of  the  earl  of  Fife**  and  Darid, 
tlie  king's  eldest  son,  who  at  a  solemn  meetmg  of 
parliament  at  Perth,  ^were  created  Dukew  of  Albany 
and  Rotbsayf.  The  dissipated  smd  thoaghtiess  Roth- 
say  becanae  the  object  of  miifersal  contempt,  and 
fell  a  victim  to  the  dark  intrigues  of  bis  uncle 
Albany,  by  whose  orders  he  was  imprisoned  and 
starred  to  death,  in  the  tower  of  Falkland.  The  . 
border  war  was  renewed  with  all  its  horrors,  and  the 
g^lant-Dottglas  penetrated  as  fAV  as  Newcastle;  but 
on  his  return  with  the  spoils  of  Northumberland,  he  was 
intercepted  by  the  valiant  Hotspur,  who  dispersed  his 
amy  at  HomHdon-hiU,  with  great  slaughter.  Doug*, 
las,  and  many  others,  were  taken  prisoneriP.  Piercy, 
invading  Scotland,  laid  siege  to  the  castle  of  Cock* 
laws,  which  withstood  his  attacks,  however,  until  re« 
lieved  by  the  duke  of  Albany. 

Robert's  infirmities  bad  long  rendered  him  unfit  for 
the  duties  of  government ;  and  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  had  been  entrusted  solely  to  the  duke  of 
Albany.  The  king  viewed  htm  with  abhorrence  as  the 
murderer  of  bis  eldest  son,  and,  justly  dreading  the 
L  atrocities 

*  The  carl  of  Fife  wm  the  king*s  brother,  aiul  chief  adviter. 
t  HeroD,  YoI..iii.  p.  166, 
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atrocities  of  Albany>  intended  to  send  his  second  son^ 
James,  to  France,  for  safety  and  protection.  Bat  the 
Tessel  which  conveyed  him,  was  captured  by  an  Eng- 
lish ship  of  war,  and  the  prince  and  his  attendants,  were 
landed  as  prisoners  at  Fiamborough  Head,  and  thence 
carried  to  the  tower  of  London.  At  that  period  a  truce 
subsisted  between  the  nations,  and  the  conduct  of  Henry, 
the  king  of  England,  was  therefore  unjust  and  perfidious. 
The  good  king  Robert,  fell  a  yictim  to  the  mental  dis- 
tress which  this  new  calamity  occasioned,  and  expired 
in  his  castle  of  Rothsay,  in  Bute,  in  the  year  1406, 
and  sixteenth  of  his  reign. 

At  this  time  there  were  few  considerable  towns  in 
Scotland.  Perth,  Dundee,  and  Aberdeen,  however,  had 
become  places  of  some  consequence,  from  their  local 
situation  on  the  east  coast,  and  the  trade  they  carried 
on.withi^he  Flemings.  Aberdeen  had  occasionally 
been  the  residence  of  our  kings  from  an  early  period, 
and  wtis  distinguished  by  the  partiality  of  several  of 
them,  as  appears  from  the  various  chai;ters  granted  by 
William  the  Lion,  ai^l  his  successors.  During  Robert's 
reign^therc  was  a  coinage  at  Aberdeen,  of  groats,  half- 
groats,  and  pennies.  They  represented  the  king  open- 
laced  and  crowned,  but  without  a  sceptre,  with' the 
inscription,  "  Robertus  Dei  Gra,  Rex  Scotomm"  On 
the  reverse,  are  three  globules  in  each  quarter  of  the 
cross;  and  on  the  inner  circle,  "  Villa  de  Aberd^" 
This  is  the  second  coinage  that  was  made  at  Aberdeen; 

for 

*  NicoImd'a  Scot!  Historical  Library,  p.  911. 
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for  we  can  find  no  author iiy  for  supposing  that  Bobert 
Brace  ever  had  any  coinage  in  this  place,  as  is  gene- 
rally alledged.         ^  ■ 

In  the  charter  of  confirmation  to  the  Carmelite 
friars*  by  Robert  II.,  dated  anno  1382,ahe  Green,  the 
Castlegate,  Upper  and  Nether  kirk-gates,  and  Gallow- 
gate,  or  Thiefgate, as  it  is  sometimes  called,  are  mention- 
ed. If  ,we  add,  therefore,  the  few  houses  that  might  have 
been  erected  on  St.  Catherine's  Hi4],  to  these  streets, 
we  then  shall  include  the  extent  of  the  town  of  Aber* 
doen,  iu  the  fourteenth  century.  But  we  can  scarcely 
imagine  that  the  area  of  these  streets  was  filled  up 
with  houses  as  at  present;  and  it  is  probable,  that 
they  were  only  partly  built,  and  in  the  irregular  man- 
ner of  9II  the  old  towns  in  Gotland. 

The  records  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  it  is  geneially 
supposed^  were  destroyed  at  the  time  the  town  was 
burned  by  Edward  IIL,  anno  1336.  But  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  any  existed  at  that  period,  at  least  relative  to 
the  municipal  government  of  the  borough.  In  th^  year 
139S,  however,  a  set  of  council  books  were  begun, 
and  have  been  regularly  kept,  down  to  the  present 
day,  with  the  ex(:eption  of  an  interruption  of  about 
twelve  years.  In  a  *'  Smve^  qf  the  famous  City  of 
Aberdeerh*'  annexed  to  Barclay's  ^'  Memoriah  for  the 
gtnfOTment  qfthc  Royal  Burgfis  qf  Scotland/*  we  are  fa- 
voured with  a  list  of  eighteen  provosts  during  Iburseore 
and  eight  years.  But  it  would  be  of  little  importance  to 
enrol  their  hames,  while  we  are  totally  unacquainted 
with  their  actions :  and  the  first  provost  we  shall  men- 
tion, is  Wh-uam  CuALM BBS,  who  was  elected  by  con- 
L  2  sent 
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sent  of  the  CoMMtNiTY^  anno  1398^  on  the  Monday 
after  Michaelmas.  He  appears  to  have  held  his  office 
for  one  year  only,  as- Adam  de  Benin  was  elected  in 
1 3P9»  chief  magistrate. 

In  this  year  (1399),  the  haugh  of  Gilcomston  was 
let  to  Mathew  Richards  by  the  .corporation,  for  eight 
shillings  Scots  annually ;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
whole  lands  and  6shings  belonging  to  the  town,  should, 
in  future,  be  lei  yearly.  In  1400,  Adam  de  Benin 
was  again  elected  provost  After  the  election  of  ma« 
gistrates,  the  council  appointed  nine  UrUatores;  six 
gusiatores  cet'visie;  two  ditto  rz'ns;  four  appretuUore9 
cmw ;  three  magisln  ecclesie;  and  two  repositor^s^ 
In  1401  and  3,  Laurence  Leith  was  elected  provoel. 
Ill  1404,  William  Chalmers.  In  1403-6.7-8,  Robert 
Davidson.  We  are  informed,  that  nothing  worthy  of 
notice  is  to  be  found  in  the  records  during  these  yeart» 
But  there  is  one  important  fact  sufficiently  evident, 
and  it  is,  that  the  magistrates  were  chosen  annually 
4)y  the  burgesses. 

In  1409,  John  Fitchet  was  provost;  and  next  year 
Robert  Davidson  was  elected,  who  was  killed  ^t  the 
battle  of  Harlaw.  As  the  provost  and  many  of  the 
citizens  of  Aberdeen,  fell  in  that  battle,  it  is  an  event 
which  the  nature  of  our  work  embraces.  We  shall, 
iherafore»  give  a  detailed  account  of  it  fr<»n  the  best 
authorities ;  but  it  may  be  proper  first  to  relate  con- 
cisely the  state  of  our  national  afiairs,  and  we  shall 
then  diaoover  the  more  easily  the  causes  which  led  to 
that  celebrated  battle. 

We  have  seen  that  at  the  time  of  the  demise  of  Ro* 

bert 
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bert  III.  his  son  James  was  unjustly  and  cruelly  de- 
tained a  prisoner  in  England^  by  king  Henry  IV.  who 
by  this  action  had  violated  the  truce  with  Scotland. 
The  duke  of  Albany,'  who  had  virtually  been  i-egenf 
during  the  life  of  Robert,  now  ruled  Scotland  with  un- 
controlled sway;  and  the  nobles  acknowledged  his 
right  to  the  regency^  although  they  lived  on  their  do- 
mains more  like  independent  soTereigns,  than  like  sub- 
jects under  the  authority  of  established  government. 
It  was  the  policy  of  the  court  of  England  to  weaken 
Scotland,  by  encouraging  disaflection  among  4he  no- 
bles, and  promoting  popular  insurrections.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  plan,  Henry  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  Donald  of  the  Isles,  who  at  any  time  but  faintly- 
acknowledged  his  subjection  to  the  crown  of  Scotlandv 
In  right  of  his  wife,  Donald  claimed  the  earldom  of 
Ross.  His  title  was  rejected  by  the  regent,  and  he 
fled  to  the  court  Of  Henry,  who  openly  espoused  hi» 
cause.  Encouraged  by  the  promises  of  the  English 
monarch,  he  raised  an  army  in  his  own  dominions  of 
the  isles,  and  passing  into  Ross-shire,  seized  the  estate 
in  dispute.  The  vassals  on  the  property,  and  other 
Highlanders,  joined  his  standard,  and  he  marched 
south.  Moray,  Strathbogie,  and  the  Garrioch,  were 
ravaged ;  and  he  promised  his  fbllowers  a  rich  booty 
in  the  plunder  of  Aberdeen.  His  real  motive  for 
penetrating  so  far  south,  is  not  well  known ;  but  it  is 
probable  he  had  some  farther  object  in  view  than 
plunder,  and  may  have  been  prompted  by-  the  in- 
trigues of  Henry  to  aspire  to  the  throne  of  Scotland* 
But  whatever  were  his  views,  they  were  frustrated  by 
1.3  the 
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tbe  bravery  of  the  peofMe  of  the  cooalief  of  Aogtis^ 
and  M^m»$  and  city  of  Aberdeen* 

The  pvogreiB  of  Donald  alarmed  the  regenl*  wli» 
s€»t  A  coaMoiasion  to  Alexander  Stewarts  eari  of  Manej 
to  levy  forces^  and  Ofifpoae  faim.  llie  earl  hastily  dmr 
togetber  almost  the  whole  of  the  nobiUty  and  gentry 
bc^vreea  the  riten  Tay  and  %»y«  consisting  of  the 

iheritigkams,  LesUa^  Eraaers,  IrunUs  MewacKs,  Cm-dam, 
,  Abcrcrombiet,  Bannemumi,  Bwmetu,  Lnths,  Forbnes, 
Dngmdfp  MoUMis,  Bardt^s,  &c.  with  their  followers  ; 
incJttding  Provost  Bavidsoiu  with  the  citizens  of  Abor* 
deen^«  Supported  by  these  brave  knights  and  their 
vasfiab»  the  earl  of  Marre  eucouatered  the  enemy  a^ 
HarlaWf  a  village  situated  about  1 6  English  miles  iraa 
Al}eideen>  on  the  24th  July,  141 1.  A  desperate  baA«t 
tleensoed.  The  omibatants  fiercely  fought  arm  to 
arm>  and  the  issue  was  uncertain ;  bat  the  darkness 
of  the  night  put  an  end  to  the  omtest:  and  Marre 
churned  the  victcury,  because  he  remained  on  the  fiekL 
Donald  lost  900  of  his  men,  with  the  diieb  of  the 
clana  M'^osA  and  M^Lttme,  and  being  surrounded 
with  a  hostile  country,  he  retreated  first  to  Ross-shire» 
and  then  to  the^  isles.  The  shattered  state  of  Marre's 
^rmy  precluded  all  pursuit,  and  they  had  to  regret  the 
loss  of  many  of  their  best  and  bravest  men :  indeed, 
'  so  great  was  the  slaughter  of  diis  day,  that  the  first 
families  in  Angus,  Mearnsi,  Mar,  Bochan,  and  the  Gar* 
vioch,  were  nearly  destroyed.  LesHe  of  Balwhain« 
with  six  of  his  seven  sons;  Ogt%,  sheriff  of  Angu?, 

with 
f  Abtrcmmb^i  vol^  iv«  p.  Z4» 


wUh  bk  ton  aad  lieir;  Scrimgwrnr,  ccmMln  of  Dim* 
dee;  hvku,oilkwm;  JWoKlp^ef PMmrair;  AhenetJ^, 
o€SaUoiva;  Straiiom,  of  iMafiaUm;  andBotoERTDA- 
yftDaon,  Provost  op  ABBiioxBN^-^were  iMnoiimbly 
munbettd  witb  tke  dead ;  \^ut  their  naaiet  are  en- 
rolled in  the  pages  of  Scotiah  hiftory. 

Robert  Daiodaon'a  remains  were  interred  in  the  can* 
aecrated  gronnd  of  St.  Nicolas;  and  his  grave  was 
fimnd  when  the  West  Chorch  was  rebuilt^  aboni  threes 
score  years  ago. 

At  this  time  Gilbert  Greenlaw  was  bishiqp  of  Aber* 
deen,  baling  succeeded  Adam  de  Tinningham  in  the 
3^  ear  ISOO*.  He  was  descended  from  an  ancient  fa^ 
miljr  in  Berwick,  and  in  1306,  was  nnde  chanoeU 
lor  of  Scetiandf,  but^ continued  to  hold  his  episcopal 
<Ace.  This  eminent  prelate  was  sent  on  an  embassy  to 
Charles  VIL  king  of  Fran<»,  by  the  duke  of  Albany  t« 
But  when  he  returned  home,  he  found  the  i^geat  had 
dkd ;  and  resigning  the  chancellorship,  be  retired  to 
bis  diocese,  where  (anno  14^24),  he  died^  and  his  body 
was  interred  in  the  choir  of  the  cathedral  church  oi 
Aberdeen}.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  Robert 
HI,  who,  "  as  a  testimony  of  his  fitvour  to  him«  pre-* 
"  seated  tfab  bishop  with  a  silver  cross^  in  which  was 
^'  contained  a  bit  of  the  wooden  cress  on  which  the 
'*  apostle  St  Andrew  was  crucified. — The  gift  bean 
"  date  at  EUotstown,  4ih  May,  the  fourteenth.year  of 
.y  his  reign§.^     According  to  the  superstitious  no? 

tien» 

*  Keith's  Cstak^gue,  p.  se. 
f  CnwIiDid's  Uw9h  p.  SS*  }  Ibid« 

S    Kdtb's  C«tal»  p.  67* 
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iions  of  that  age^  this  relick  was  deemed  of  high  ra* 
ioe,  and  was  supposed  to  be  a  present  worthy  the  dig* 
nity  of  a  king  to  bestow^  as  a  reward  to  a  faithful  8ei:« 
Yant  for  meritorious  services. 

At  Michaelmas^  1411,  Andrew  GifFurd  was  elected 
provost.  In  1412>  Thomas  Chalmers ;  and  in  1413, 
William  Jackson.  From  this  year  to  1426,  the  re- 
cords are  lost ;  and  we  cannot  therefore  trace,  during 
that  period,  any  thing  relative  to  the  municipal  regu 
lations  of  the  town. 

In  the  year  1419,  the  regent  of  Scotland  died,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Mordac,  who  seriously  en- 
tered into  a  negotiation  for  the  liberation  of  Jamea  I. 
who  had  been  so  long  detained  a  captive  in  England. 
Commissioners  were  accordingly  sent  to  the  English 
court  to  settle  the  terms  of  his  release,  which  were  at 
last  arranged  at  York,  the  1 0th  September,  1 423,  and  fi- 
nally raiified  the  4th  December,  the  sameyear^.  ^  James 
obtained  his  liberty  for  the  sum  of  ^40,000,  of  which 
;£l  0,000  were  remitted  as  a  dowry  with  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Somierset,  the  son  of  John  of 
Gaunt.  Hostages  were  given  for  th^  payment  of  this^ 
sum,  and  obligatory  letters  also  were  taken  from  the 
boroughs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  and  Aberdeen; 
which  shew«  that  the  mercantile  interest  had  become 
of  s<Mne  consequence  in  that  age.  James  returned  to 
Scotland,  the  20th  March,  1 424,  and  Was  crowned  at 
Scone,  along  with  his  queen,  the  20th  April,  the  same 
jrear. 

CHAPTBR. 

*  Abtrcromby,  vol.  iv«  p.  43*. 
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LATITfi  YD  ABtBDt«B9»  FBOM  149$  TO  UOO^-JAMBS  III, 
— aiS  DBATK**-ICHlfll  I2f  THB  CBUBOB— BIIB0F8— 
JAMSS  IT.] 

«  «  •« 

J  N  the  years  1426  and  7,  Gilbert  Menzies  was  pro* 
▼ost.  This  year  (1427),  Wardens  were  set  over  the 
craftsmen,  and  appointed  to  fix  prices  on  their  work*/ 
Any  interference  with  the  fair  price  of  labour,  is  at  all 
times  extremely  impolitic ;  for  labour  may  be  called 
a  commodity,  that  will  always  find  its  level  in  the 
market,  and  will  rise  or  fall,  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
mand for  it,  which  again  is  regulated  by  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  employers,  between  which,  and  the  neces- 
sities of  the  labourers,  there  is  a  natural,  but  equal  and 

just 

*  By  Jamei  L  p.  7.  ch.  103,  it  is  enacted,  that  «  councili  in 
berougbe  clioiae  a  warden  oC  every  ccaf t,  with  a«istaoti»  to  prfiee 
the  matter  and  workmaniiiip  of  ifli  craft.** 
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just  competition^  which  ought  not  in  any  respect  to  be 
shackled  by  legislative  interference. 

In  1428,  John  Vaus  was  provost.  Previous  to  this 
period,  there  were  only  the  provost  and  four  bailie5j 
as  office-bearers  in  Aberdeen  ;  but  at  the  election  this 
year,  a  dean  of  guild  was  chosen  for  the  first  time. 
VoM  appears  to  have  continued  in  office  for  four 
years. 

About  this  time,  the  North  Highlands  were  in  a 
state  of  insurrection  against  the  government,  and  it 
Was  found  pecessary  to  call  a  parliament,  for  the  par* 
pose  of  granting  supplies  to  enable  the  king  to  sup«* 
press  these  disturbances,  which  met  at  Perth,  15th 
October,  1431,  and  appointed  a  subsidy  to  be  raised 
from  all  the  lands  of  the  realm.  John  Fife,  a  citizen 
of  Aberdeen,  was  nominated  one  of  the  auditors,  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  and  to  receive  the 
money,  w^hich  was  lodged  in  a  chest  in  the  castle  of 
St.  Andrews,  under  the  charge  of  the  bishop  and 
prior. 

Thomas  Chalmers  was  provost,  anno  1433.  John 
Blenshall,  in  the  succeeding  year ;  and  John  Scroggs» 
in  1435.  In  this' year  a  parliament  met  at  Perth, 
10th  January.  The  city  of  Aberdeen  was  represented 
by  Thomas  Chalmers*  ;  for  he  is  mentioned  as  being 
one  of  a  committee  that  was  unanimously  elected  and 
sworn  to  hear  and  report  all  causes  and  controversies 

which 
■• 

*  Burgenei  were  first  admitted  into  FaurliameBt,  anno  132^ 
by  Robert  Bruce.— i2«^«r/im/  Hhttrj/  if  S^otiaitd,  vol*  i.  f,  TJ. 
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wkich  were  to  be  mored  or  insisted  upon  durfng  that  ses- 
sion*. The  object  for  assembling  this  parliament  seems  to 
have  been  to  judge  in  an  accusation  which  the  king  had 
brought  against  George  Dunbar^  earl  of  March,  whoso 
title  to  his  lands  was  found  deficient,  and  he  was  ac* 
eordingly  deprived  of  them.  The  merits  of  this  ques* 
tion  are  foreign  to  our  purpose  ;  but  it  is  impossible 
not  to  remark,  that  the  king  was  unjust,  and  that  this 
parliament,  like  many  modern  ones,  was  extremely 
obsequiouifi. 

Our  records  say^  that  in  Aberdeen  this  year  (1433)^ 
the  boll  of  wheat  was  sold  for  sevenpence  sterling; 
malt  forfoorpence;  and  meal  for  three  pence  two-thirds 
sterling. 

In  1437,  John  Fife  was  elected  provost  It  was  this 
year  enacted  in  council,  that  no  provost,  bailie,  or 
<^ce-bearer,  shall  be  continued  in  office  longer  than 
one  yearf ;  and  that  within  forty  days  after  he  goei 
oat  of  office,  he  shall  give  in  his  accounts,  and  pay 
what  he  may  owe  the  corporation  without  delay,  van- 
der  pain  6f  being  rendered  incapable  of  holding  an/ 
effice  within  the  town  in  future.  By  this  act  of  coun* 
cil  it  wonld  appear,  that  the  provost  of  the  borough 
was  also  treasurer.  The  council  at  this  time  had  either 
found,  or  suspected  that  abuses  existed  in  the  manage- 
ment  of  the  revenue ;  for  they  enacted  that  no  man  shall 
spend  above  twenty  pence  sterling  of  the  "  common 

.      guid/! 

•  Abercrombf  y  vol.  iv.  p.  77. 
t  lftme«  m.  P.  5.  c.  so.  emecf,  «« that  offidari  in  burghi  be 
oet  coBtioqed  farder  than  a  year." 
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guid/'  (ttmpora  mutantur),  wtdnrnt  the  CMuenl  tf  a 
majority  of  the  coancil.  Perhaps  the  cooneH  htd  no 
real  cause  for  this  sivpicioos  enadmenty  but  were  only 
moved  by  that  detestable  vefonniBg  apirity  which  in 
modern  times,  haa  so  much  alarmed  plaoemen  and 
poiaioners,  and  therefore  made  a  law  against  a  TieieB* 
ary  case.  We  shall  imagine  it  so,  for  the.sidce  of 
the  reputation  of  the  provosts  of  Aberdeen^  previoos  to 
theyear  US?!"* 

Thomas  Chalmers  was  again  elected  provost*  at  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1458;  and  next  year,  Gillmrt  Mensies. 
Robert  Erskine,  earl  of  Mar,  was  this  year  (1439),  ad- 
mitted a  guild  brother,  and  on  the  occasioii,  ddtvered 
to  the  coundl  a  white  purse,  containing  five  pence  ster« 
ling.  The  ceremony  of  delivering  a  white  purse  con- 
taining fivepence,  into  die  hand  of  the  provoft,  by  the 
burgesses  when  they  receive  their  ticketa  of  admisetOQ 
to  the  freedom  of  the  town,  is  still  continued. 

John  Fife  waa  elected  provost,  anno  1440,  and  the 
same  year  Sir  Alexander  Irvine,  of  Drmn,  was  s^|»pomt- 
ad  governor  of  the  town*  At  Uiat  period,  the  kii^om 
was  in  a  v«:y  imsettled  atate,  being  dttftracled  by  the 
fuarrels  of  the  barons,  and  the  predatory  incursions  of 

^e 

*  ismet  L  was  nnirdtie4  this  yetr  in  tkt  ceavoit  of  the  Do* 
siipkaos  at  PerA,  ra  th«  99lb  NoveinW»  by  the  earl  of  Athol, 
hit  grandcOB,  Robert  Stewart^  and  Robert  Grahame,  an  oatkw* 
with  their  assistants.  The  conspirators  burst  into  the  apartment 
ef  the  king,  while  he  was  at  supper  with  his  <^ueen,  and  craelly 
butchered  him.  The  qu^en  received  two  wounds  in  endeavour- 
ing to  uve  her  husband  from  the  daggers  of  the  atcasuiu.— 
CuthmU  HiiU  vol.  iii.  p.  S47. 
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ilieiah&ders- of  the  Hebrides;  Amtttority  g&iitnWy 
oceasbiiedfliich' calamities  to  the  coimtry;  as  tbe  office 
offegenrwasfhqtteiitljirasiri^jeet'erdbfmte,  aad^tiur 
peo(4te  A#  ndt regardtliat  fimn  of  goTemraent' with 
tlie'j^Mie j«f iKieiioe  wbich  tfaey  wuxa  accustomed  to  be* 
Mm' tfit^ktrrojA  power,  tfiien.  it  proceeded  directly 
ftemiBte' Wag  hittariC  Br  this  trooblesome'  state  of 
our  domestic  affidis,  it  was  pmdisiilr  in  the  people  of 
AbetdeeB  to  appoint  tt  mflitafy  governor,-— lo  array 
vieir  defeiB^e  ftNfce9-**-9iid>  to^  prepne  it  to  tesist  Myi 
SMaen  Bttsuift*  of  open  or  concealed  enentes* 

lir  t4^,  Matbew  Fitchet  was  proroKt,  and  Sir 
iUetaaderlhriiie'contiacred  governor.  In  144(2;  Jofan- 
ffittv  proTOst:  tbr  year  fbllbwing»  Akzamfer  Chal- 
ntnr;  and,  in  1*444,  John  Vatis;  In  thiff  year  (1444); 
William  White,  a  slkoemake^,  was  convicted  of  enter- 
tainhig' players  ofi  card^and'  dice  in  his  shep^  by  Ae 
verdict  of  an  assise*;  and' was' ordered' to  reinAi  flom 
so  dbbg-in  fdtnre,  nnder  pain  of  banishment  from  the 
towni 

Kce  are  an  invention  of  remote  antiquity ;  bat 
ca^werelntradtooedabootr  the  year  1S90»  fbr  die 
pttipese,  it  1#  saM;  of  diverting  the  mdaucholy  of 
Charles  VL  king  of  France.  From  the  close  con« 
aexion  wMdi  at  that  time  subsisted  be^een  the  Scots 
M  and 


<"  It  was  easosd.  Jsiaet  1L  pad.  U.  c  4€.  ^  Thst  la  all 
'*  liaqd^^tMst  ba«^t  or  twcte  p^noaai  a&cr  tU  qvsPtltf  oC 
**  the  towo,  cfaoien  of  iccret  coiincU>  and  iworn  thereto,  to^e- 
**  cide  matters  oC  wi^9  or  anlaw,  to  thrsvatl  of  five  «r  eijB^t 
*'  povadsy  withia  eight  days  waroiDg/' 
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and  French,  we  can  easily  believe^  diat  the  vices  of 
the  latter  would  be  early  introduced  among  the  for* 
loer,  which,  first  cMitamiiiating  the  higher  ranks  of  scm 
(^iety,  would  soon  descend  to  the  lower.     Bat  as  na 
statute  then  existed  against  card  and  dice  playing,  the 
interference  of  the  magistrates  wi^  the  amosenients  of 
the  shoemaker,  was  tpsofycto  illegal,  although  colour* 
ed  by  the  Terdi/ct  of  an  assize*.    - 
.  John  Vaus  was  provost,  anno  144^.    In  this  year,  m 
play  ^titled,  ^'  The  Mystery  qf  the  Halie  Blude,**  was- 
enacted  at  Aberdeen,  on  the  Windmill-hillf.     It  was 
th&  practice  in  those  times  to  enact  such  bufiR^onories 
as  this  play,  on  the  sabbath- day«    At  a  period  long 
subsequent,  they  were  suppressed  :j; ;  but  the  magistrates 
of  Aberdeen,  highly  to  their  credit,  endeavoured,  though 
without  success,  to  suppress  them  at  that  tiniew 
- ,  Iiv  1 446,  Alexander  Chalmers  was  provost :  in  1 447» 
William  Sherrar:    1448,  John  Fife:.  H49,and  $Ck^ 

3^  John  Scroggte.  In  this  year,  1450,  a  religious  house 
was  founded  for  the  Observantines,  by  Richard  Vaus^ 
and  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen§.  These  monks  werecal* 
led  (^ey  Friars,  and  their  monastery  was  situated 
where  the  Mariscbal  College  now  stands^^^and  it  is  said 

'•      '  .  :    ,   "    •    to 

*•  The  first  statute  againit  card  and  dice  playiog,  was  enacted 
anno  1621,  14th  James  VI. 

f  Irving's  Lives  of  the  Scotch  Poets,  vol.  i.  p.  201. 
^  Act  dischargiDg  the  players  and  personages  of  Ittkin  Ntedy 
Little  J§k»,  MUt  ofUnrtann^znA  Qjuten  pf  May^  Q.  M.  Ptol.  & 
c.  61, 

5  Keith*s  Catalo^e,  p.  2T6. 
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to  hatre  been  a  fabrick  of  great  size.  King  James  IIL 
granted  a  chartei*  o0  confirmation  to  the  Observantin^9> 
dated  at  Edinburgh,  21st  December,  1479,  or  twto* 
tieth  of  his  reign..    ^ 

In  1451  and  2,  John  Fife  was  provost :  1453,  John 
Marr:  14^4,  Andrew  Menzies:  1455,  John  Scroggie : 
1456  and  7«  John  Fife'^ ;  1458t>  Q,  and  1460,  Richard 
Kintore.  In  this  year  James  IJ.  lost  his  life  at  the 
siege  of  Roxburgh^  by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon,  a 
piece  of  which  struck  his  thigh,  and  killed  him  on  the 
spot,  on  the  3d  August,  1460,  and  twenty-fourth  of 
his  reign.  His  $od,.  James  III,  was  immediately  de* 
M  2^  dared 

*  In  diis  year  (1457-8),  a  parliament  was  aMcmBled  at  Bdin-- 
lurgh,  on  the  6th  March,  which  appointed  judges  tt>  sit  during 
-the  space  of  forty  days,  tcr  administ<!t  the  laws  ar  Edinburgh^ 
-?ttthy  ud  Aberdeeii.  The  clergy,  nobiliry,  and  burgesser^* 
weie  theD  the  adnuotstrators  of  justice  by  roation*  The  lordii 
appoioted  to  sit  at  Aberdttn^  were  the  bishop  of  Roasythe  abbot 
of  Deer,  and  Mr.  Walter  Idell,  for  the  clergy :  the  earl  of  £rroly 
the  lord  Glamis,  and  the  lord  Forbes,  for  the  barons :  John  Fife,, 
Andrew  Menzies,  and  Walter  Thomson,  for  the  boroughs.  Froov 
these' courts  no  appeal  lay  either  to  the  hbg  or  parliament.—' 
GmthrUU  Hhi.  wl.  nr.  p.  48. 

t  Is  this  year  (1458),  the  coinage  was  altere'd  by  act  of  par* 
liament.  It  was  ordered  that  eight  groats  should  be  made  out 
of  an  ounce  of  silver,  and.each  groat  to  be  of  the  value  of  twelve; 
pennies.  This  regulation  was,  however,  not  strictly  adhered  to» 
and  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly  the  value  of  the  Scotch  coin, 
which  was  very  fluctuating^,  and  often  affectibd  by  the  state  u^ 
the  coinage  in  neighbouring  nations.— G«Alr/if,  vol.  iv.  p.  45. 

A  groat  was  equal  to  ^yenp^ce  haUpenny  sterling,  and  the* 
ftenny  Scots  to  one*half  and  one-eighth  of  a  penny  sterliog, 
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okred  kmg,  in  the  sevciitb  year  ^f  iiis  age,  and  re^ 
oogAiBMi  l»y  the  wbek  ftrmy. 

Ib  1461»  Aftdiew  MensKS'^fts  ekded  provosl ;  wtA 
in  1^2,  Richard  Kintore.  In  this  year,  a  ctinous 
oMrtraci  Mtas  enlevtd  into  ^be^iveen  4he  vbA  of  Kumly 
ttid  Ae  fluagiatniles  ^rf*  l^b^rdeen.  l%«y  sigived  « 
1niiiI«  «d  wbtch  fiufftly  <)|yliged  himself  to  tkfend  iltut 
Vcmn  %gtkist  all  i(Cs  enemtes,  end  totnaintam  the  rig'htat 
and  pfwileges  of  the  communrey,  on  the  one  part ; 
and  ^3r>  «n  t^  odver,  bound  thennelTes  >to  assist  trim 
with  odi4cOf  fofid  to-stipply  him  fHitfa  men  and  raoney^ 
to  ens^hle  Ihui  -to  defcud  hinnc/if  against  all  hostile  tct^ 
lacks  whatever,  reserving  only  their  allegiance  to  the 
crown.  This  obligation  was  to  continue  for  the  space 
often  years;  but  soon  after  it  was  contracted^Hjmtljr 
made  a  regiusition  for  men  aod  horses  t»  he  .seol 
to  him  in  ^be  fahracb.  The  provMt,  havmwer,  so- 
f  ttainted  his  ^ovdslnp  hj  letter,  tint  he  cmM  not  Sb 
hast^  pP9vide«ach  a  namber  of  horses  as  were  r^qfoi* 
cite,  tind  besides,  he  had  receiyed  orders  from  gov.era* 
ment  to  be  careful  to  defend  the  town  against  an  Eiig* 
lish  &e»i  that  was'CQnung  to  attaick  it  In  the  hisV>ry 
of  Scotland  we  can  find  nothing  thfit  ceukl  ooeaaiMi 
such  AjBeqmiaition  en  tba.pant  of  Huntly:  and  as  a 
taK:a>leokf>)aee  that  year  between  the  English  and 
Scots*  %t  is  not  very  probable  that  a  fleet  should  have 
been  sent  against  Aberdeen.  We  must,  therefore^ 
Ttew  the  demand  of  Huntly  as  an  experiment  to  try 
the  fidelity  of  the  ^^CMiple  of  Abc^d^cn,  and  the  atoswer 
ui  the  pirpvost  as  an  artful  evasion  of  the  terms  cf  the 
compact. 

la 


Xn  ibe  yesrs  l462'S»4-5  and  6^  Richard  Kmtor^i 
W^s  provost :  in  1 467*8-9^  Alexander.  Chalmers:  in 
I470,    Alei^ander  Allison:    li?!^  Richard  Rintor&: 
1 47  2,  Andrew  Sherrar :  1 47  S,  Andrew  Allison  :   1 47  k, 
Alexander  Chalmers  :    1475,   Alexander  Menzie*^  : 
1 47  6,  And  re  w  Sherrar  was  provost.    This  y  ear  ( 1 47  C  X 
the  council  granted,  for  the  purpose  of  building  the 
quire  of  the  church,  all  fees  usually  paid  to  the  pro'^ 
vest,  baiHe$>  dean  of  guild,  and  to  the  abbot  and  ptioi' 
of  the.  borough,  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  town,  for 
seven  years.     In  1477,  Alexander  Chalmers  Xvas  pro- 
vo^  :  ill  1478r  Andrew  Sherrar,    In  this  year  A\qX'- 
ander  Coutts  was  allowed  by  the  council  to  receive  for 
every  fire-house  within  the  borough,  l-6th  of  a  penny 
sterling  yearly,  for  keeping  the  causeways  clean,  and 
repairing  the  same.     In  1479,  Alexander  Chalmerls, 
provost :   in  1 480,  Al jsander  Menzies.     This  year  the 
magistrates  and  council- assembled  a  head -court,  which" 
taxed  th-e  inhabitants  for  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  tHii 
expence  ofblockingupthe  entrance  to  the  harbour;  and 
at  the  same  time  the  council  ordained,  that  if  any  person 
should  send  his  goods  out  of  town,  and  absent  himseli' 
from  the  defence  of  it,  while   in  danger,   his   gootfy 
should  be  escheated,  and  himself  banished  for  a  year 
•and   day  ;  and  if  he   held  any  lease  or  feu  from  the 
town,  he  should  forfeit  the  same,,  and  his  house  be  de- 
molished, in  terms  of  common  law. 

A  war  having  at  this  time  comnieftced  betWfixtEng^^ 

land  and  Scotland,  by  border  hostilities,  the  magistrates 

and  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  appear  to  have  adopted 

^measures  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of  the  town ;  but 

M  3        -  as 


!St  mnnmn  0f  A^aamvuf. 

M  nolieiSMi  imgifit  muM  xwtmoMy  be  appittiMled 

from M Eogluh  tk^^ibm  llaie,  tnd  110  •Mmpt  at 
a  mwitime  tovMiop  did;afbervitef4i  afiMUjr  <ake  pi«e«# 
we  maj  piemQieitak  the  harboor  wtfor  was  bledseA 
«p,  end  tliel  the  watney  levied^  was  ^coljr  iateaied  as 
a  iv^rrve  ie^  meet  a  paasiUe  eoDttngieiicjrw 

la  1  iS.!,  James  Leslie  was  pTOYWit.  This  year  the 
]b^t  alis  in  Aberdeen  was  sold  for  eigltt  peanies  fioala 
per  gaHea^f  whidi  were  e^aiv^oii  lo'fivepeaoe  siei^ 
3iag,€f  our  pws^it  noaey;  and  bread  of  whcateA 
flour,  at  i^ut  epe  penoy  &rtbi^  sterling  per  poted, 
^  fovriteea  oaaces.  In  l-lr^S^  Bobert  BknsUall  waa 
proTOst.  It  was  ordered  by  the  council  this  year» 
that  candle  haTing  a  good  dry  wick,  should  be  sold 
Jbr  four  pennies  Scots  per  pounds  or  twopenee  hal£> 
penny  sterling.  It  was  likewise  oidained^  that  9t> 
person  dioold  open  hie  shop  oa  the  Sabbath-day,  lui^ 
4er  the  penalty  of  one  pound  of  wai^,  or  its  Yalne,  tQ< 
>e  paid  to  St,  Nicolas'  church.  John  Rotberfosd  wa& 
proyost  in  148S  ;  and  it  was  this  year  ordained  by  the 
council  that  the  inhabitants  shall  have  their  arais  11^ 
their  shops,  and  be  ready  at  all  times  to  assist  the  pro^ 
TOst  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  either  in  his  civil 
capacity,  or  as  military  commander  of  the  townf.   By 


*'  One  penny  Scots  is  a  halfpenny  and  one-e^hth  iterHni^. 

t  fas  Scotland  formerly,  erery  man  from  the  a|^  pf  16'  to  (K), 
was  obliged  to  arm  himself  according  to  his  ranV.  By  act 
James  L  ParL  S.  c.  SO,  it  was  ordained,  **  that  i&e  genrleman^ 
*'  havand  ten  ponnde  weorth  of  land,  or  iiuiir,bc  lofficicutlie  hat- 
^  ohhed  and  srmed  irkh  INwet,  }Ml  Ifggt  hameii  ivond^, 
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was  wdfun^  that  «o  piwMt»  bwim,  or  «ffioa-b«aror* 
AaU  «xfmd  more  diaa  tbe  4UiB«al  sefmaa  of  tbe 
town;  that  the  community  inay  aoit  lie  bufdeaed  with 
4ebt|  iHitif  heaboidd4o«o«  he «hali  he  ]iMli?id«ally 
Uablej&rit. 

b  1404, AkxeoderChahBem WAS  j^Mmst.  lathie 
year  the  mi^isirate^  end  ceuhfitt*  if^cmHod  the  incer- 
pefiAieias  ef  meftenMift  te  wear  the  hadgea  of  tbf^ux^ 
spective  tredce  e»  dmr  fytemu,  m  ihm  piteesaw  oa 
Caodleioae  day,  tiader  the  fenaky  ef  the  kes  4^  bo- 
lengh  privileges  for  one  year,  i«i  I4d5,  Sir  John  Sur- 
tiierferd  <^  Tarieod,  Was  pioyost.  The  town's  miik 
were  kt  tbie  y^ar  u>  Oarid  Meafties^  for  seten  years, 
at  the  amaeal  rent  0f  £iz\S:  4,  sterlmg,  the  tcaaiit 
being  boisad  to  defray  Ibe  flecsaaary  repans,  d«ruig 
the  cunrcwy  of  his  lease.  Ia  146^  AJexaadet  Meir- 
sies  was  provost :  14^7,  Sir  Jehu  Buiherford ;  and  in 
1^6,  Dsand  Menaie^  younger.    Far  those  tfanee  yesfis 

abd 


" ipewe^airf dagger;  iod  gumfemea  havand  leit  estemct  i^ 
^  hntoyiw  na  biid«ft,  «ali  %•  irmt4  M  disv  gs4U«  po^r,  tC* 
'*  ter  the  dhfirecioD  of  the  Mhtti«{  kut  sH  odi^r  scMDacn  of  dw 
**  realne,  becwist  XVI.  aad  «ctttic  zaar«,  mU  be  Miffickotlie 
*'  bowed  and  scbafted,  with  awprd,  and  buckkr,  and  kniffe; 
*  And  diat  all  burgetaes  and  iBdwellers  within  the  horrow* 
^  toooies  o£  the  realme,  in  like  raaner  be  anarmed  and  harnifhed«> 
^  and  make  fTtafioH  ilummget  within  the  botrowifl  of  the  realate 
"  ia  Hke  maaer  foare  tknea  in  the  sear»  and  that  be  die  aMsN 
**  «ai  and  bafilliet,  «poo  the  ^ukilk  the  «h«MberlahM  sad  bb 
"  depQtit»Maiuttwaad«McaSQths  add  UvagM^*.' 
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ted  the  fire  following,  nothing  i^  to  befotindifi  iht 
lowii^s  records  worth  relating.  We  shall,  therefore, 
torn  our  attention  to  the  great  dnd  important  even^ 
of  our  national  history. 

.  J^uaies  III.  who  had  succeeded  to  the  throne  under 
the  favourable  auspices  of  popular  affection,  soon  b«^ 
trayed  a  natural  weakness  of  mind  that  Tendered  him 
ttnfit  for  the  government  of  a  turbulent  people.  H^ 
became  addicted  to  judicial  astrology,  which  absorbed 
tbe^vhole  faculties  of  his  mind,  and  embittered  his  lifew 
His  favourites  were  professors  of  this  ridiculous  science, 
with  which  he  was  infatuate^d ;  and  they  artfully  em- 
ployed it  to  engender  suspicion  and  distrust  against 
•the  members  of  his  own  family,  as  well  as  against  the 
most  powi^rful  of- the  barons  His  youngest  brother, 
:the  earl  of  Marine,  fell  a  victim  to  the  prediction,  that 
"  the  Scoiish  lion  would  be  dewmred  by  his  own  whelps/* 
and  his  other  brother,  the  duke  of  Albany,;  saved  his 
life  only  by  flight.  From  a  lover  of  science  and  the 
liberal  arts,  James  became  an  adept  in  sorcery,  M'hich 
bewildered  his  understanding,  and  plunged  him  in  all 
ihe  horrors  of  jealousy  and  suspicion.  He.  thought 
every  man  was  his  enemy,  and  acting  upon  that  con* 
viction,  degeneratiid  into  the  gloomy  tyrant. 

The  chief  barons  of  the  borders  of  the  west  and 
south  were  the  objects  of  his  particular  hatred;  and 
from  necessity  they  confederated  against  him.  The 
Humes — the  Hepburnes — the  dependents  of  the  house 
of  Douglass-^the  Stewarts  of  Avondale,  with  the  earl 
of  Angus — and  the  two  families.  Gray  and  Drummond, 
assembled  forces^  and  marched  towards  Stirling.    The 

king 


king  called  upon  the  nortiieni  buxoaa^,  the  'bomogh^ 
and  8^11  his  irassal^^  ^  Join  this  itsinclard.  Tiift  «irl«  «yF 
Crawford,  Himtly,  Athole^  ^gyle,  and  Mctitaiftl^ 
with  Lindsay^  Bathveii,  Srskiae,  .and  GsAmet  m* 
paired  to  him  at  V%a\\i  aad  the  royal  anay'  nHMteaal 
abeut  SQyOOa  siroBg.  They  advmced  to  Xonvfod  4t». 
meet  the  reiapeh,  ^nd  4  battle  eimied.  Tke  ion  ^oi 
James  was  in  the  army  of  the  insurgents^  and  4aumb^ 
vaoced  lheir4)ieas»i^eai»  whichtaoihofikedhisfathertlhat 
his  ceaolutifui  forsojoik  Jiim,  mi  he  .|>usilIaiiimotta^  Aod 
whoa  the  battle  joined.  Qe  hois  ttwowakfeom  hishom 
id  CT08sang£aAnoGkbui»i«4wd,  mtnedeadihaaaUTe^^vai 
earned  into  rtbe  hovso  tf  a  miUor^  where  he  was  4iitti^ 
desed  hy  some  «f  his  fuiHienk  Thus  feli^  uohappif' 
Jaoies  IIL  on  the  1  tth  Junei^  .r4iS8^  in  thfl  ifair^y-^iftdi 
year  of  »hss  zg^  atid'iweaty'inmth  of  his  saiga 

Dorng  Tthis  xe]ga  a  schism  .arose  in  the  cbHroh  of 
Scotlmd.  PaUick  iSiiaham  auoceeded  Jaoaes  Xeim^dj^ 
as  ^sbof)  lOf  St  AndrevKs,  bat  had  been  withhald  inm 
the  possesaiaa  /af  his^jeoiiaraUjliies  ihroqgh  theiinU^uet 
of  the  Soyds,  wha  wera  his  personail  enemiev  M>d 
flv»inta«aed  aabound^d  ^w«r»y  in  tbe  icaart  of  Jameiu 
UaaUa  to  j»revail  %gMast  siKh  poweifal  interest  9SL 
h(aae»  he  «^ired  to  BoQ»e,  wtbene  ha  was  graciously 
f acai^ed  by  the  poolif^  and  <npt  only  'Coafiraaed  ia  hia 
^^  but  was  creaifced  avohbisbojib  ai&d  wfj^Ti/a»A  aiot«o»- 
politei  of  Scotland^  w4tii  4)m  aathoritj  «£  le^pal^.  £)r 
ibis  appointment^  the  supremacy  af  the  cbaroh  of  £Qg#- 
lamL  orer  that  of  Scotland^  was  annihilated ;  but  the 
clergy  yiewed  his  eleyation  with  envy,  and  raised  a 
cabal  against  hioi^  by  whase  misrepresentations  he 

was 
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iras  deprived  of  his  dignities  and  his  liberty.  Tliis 
worthy  prdate  was  led  to  languish  iii  a  prison^  a  me« 
ittQchoIy  instance  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  king^  the 
envy  of  the  clergy^  and  the  malignancy  of  ScheTe2% 
the  astrologer^  who  impudently  ascended  the  metropo- 
litan  seat  of  the  learned^  the  pious^  and  amiable  Pa- 
trick Graham^  which  he  disgraced  by  his  follies  and^ 
his  crimes. 

Since  the  death  of  Gilbert  Greenlaw,  the  see  o€ 
Aberdeen  had  been  filled  by  several  eminent  men* 
Henry  Leighton  was  translated  from  Moray  to  Aber* 
deen^  in  the  year  14'24.  He  wa^  descended  from  the 
ancient  family  of  Leighton  of  Ulysses-haven,  or  Usan, 
in  the  county  of  Angus*.  He  was  one  of  the  com  mis* 
«ioners  sent  to  London^  for  negotiating  the  ransom  of 
James  I.>  and  returned  home  with  him.  He  was  a 
very  learned  man,  and  died,  as  it  is  said,  in  the  year 
•I  44 1 .  Ingeram  Lindsay  immed iately  succeeded,  who 
was  also  a  very  learned  and  studious  man.  He  was  very 
hospitable,  and  ruled  his  diocese  with  prudence  and 
moderation.  By  his  orders  the  roof  of  the  high  chnrch 
was  laid  on,  and  the  floor  paved  with  free- stone.  His 
integrity  was  such,  that  the  royal  influence  could  not 
prevail  on  him  to  admit  some  unworthy  perscHis  to  be- 
nefices whom  the  king  had  presented,  by  which  he  in- 
curred his  majesty's  displeasure.  He  died  at  Aber- 
deen, anno  1459,  universally  lamented,  and  was  buried 
with  great  solemnity.  ' 

Thomas. 

•  Keith's  CataL  p .  67. 
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Gliomas  Spence,.  bishop  of  Galloway^  was  trandated 
to  the  see  of  Aberdeen,  on  the  death  of  Ingeram  Lini]- 
say*.  He  was  a  maxi  of  singular  prudence,  and  em- 
ployed  in  several  embassies^  particularly  in  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  marriage  between  the  duke  of  Savoy,  on  be- 
half of  Lewis  Count  de  Maurienne,  his  son,  and  Ana-. 
beHa,  sister  to  king  James  IJl  in;  t^e  year  l'44.9.  H^ 
WU  stlso  appointed  one  of  the  ambassadors  to  arrange 
the  terms  of  a  truce  with  Henry  VI.  of  Englanc^ 
anno  14-51.  He  was  made  keeper  of  the  privy-seal 
in  the  year  1458,  but  resigned,  his  office  next  year, 
when  translated  to  Aberdeen.  .  In  1468,  he  wag 
again  appointed  keeper  of  the  privy -seal,  which  he 
retained,  until  William,  bishop  of  Orkney,  was  made 
keeper  in  the  year  1473.  Bishop  Spence  was  well 
acquainted  with  public  business,  and  accordingly  em- 
ployed in  several  legations.  He  erected  an  hospital 
at  Edinburgh,  where  he  died  on  the  15th  April,  14S0, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Trinity  College  qhurch,  at  the 
foot  of  Leith  Wyhd,  near  to  his  hospitalf . 

Robert  Kacader  succeeded  bishop  Spence,  He  was 
the  son  of  Sir  Patrick  Blacader  of  Tullieallan,  and  was 
first  a  prebendary  of  Glasgow,  and  rector  of  Cardross. 
Being  then  in  Rome  in  a  public  capacity,  on  a  mission 
from  James  III.  he  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Aber- 
deen, by  pope  Sixtus  IV.  Having  succeeded  in  the 
business  about  which  he  had  been  sent,  he  returned 
home,  and  was  honourably  received  by  the  clergy  and 

people 

*  Kexth'f  GataL  p.  163.  t  ^^'^^  P-  ^8« 
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]ieop1e  of  bis  diocese.  The  king  entertained^  so  high 
an  ogviion  of  his  tvHtentB,  that  he  was  appointed*  a  privy 
counsellbr,  and  translated;  to  the  see  of  Glasgow,  in 
t49^'S.  Bishop  Macadier  was  a  man  of  great  diex- 
terity  and  address^  and'  deeply  skilled'  in  the  poKtics  of 
,  tlie  times.  He  was  employed  ut  several'  important 
negotiations,  in  which  he  snccessfnRy  acqaitted'him- 
self;,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  earf  of  BoChweli  and 
Andrew  Foreman,  settled  the  marriage  betwiktrking 
James  IVl  and  Margaret,  efdest  daughter'  of  Henry 
VBT.  of  Engiandi;  which  produced  the  onion  of  these 
kingdoms  under  one  sovereignty.  Re  possessed  so 
much  influence  at  the  court  of  Rome  that  he  prevailed 
on  the  pope  to  erect  the  see  of  Glasgow  into  an  arch- 
bishoprick;  of  which  the  diocesans  of  Dunkeld,  Dun- 
blane, Galloway,  and  Argyle,  were  appointed  the  suf- 
fragans,. He  undertook  ajouruey  to  the  Holy  Land,  buti 
died  in  his*  progress,  on  the  SVth  Jiily,  anno  1508; 


CHAI»TER 
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COyTBlfTS* 

[TARtOirS   PAaXlCWLAltS  RELATIVE  TO  ABERDEEN^jrAMES 
IT.—* FI«Ol>0Bff-^I]ftL|>— LIFE  OF  BISHOP  ELPHINSTOK.] 

«    4f    «    4& 

^T  Michaelmas  HBO,  Sir  John  Rutherford  was 
elected  provost;  and  again  in  1490.  Next  year>  John 
Cullen:  1492,  Sir  John  Rutherford:  1493,  Alexan- 
der Rei«d:  in  1494*,  David  Menzies ;  and  in  1495, 
Alexander  Chalmers,  of  Mortlech.  In  1 496,  Sir  John 
Rutherford  was  again  elected  provost;  and  this  year 
N  an 

*  Duriog  this  year  (1494),  the  Scotch  parliament  made  ati  act, 
oliUgfng  all  workmen  a&d  tradesmen  to  submit  to  the  rcgula* 
lions  of  the  civil  ma^strates,  with  regard  to  the  prices  of  art!* 
cles  aold  by  them,  more  especially  of  eatables  and  drinkablea. 
But  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  had  exercised  this  power  89 
early  as  the  year  1427,  which  was  now  cormtenanced  by  legal 
authority.— 5«r  4sS  Jama  IV.  )?arl.  5.  c.  56. 


\ 
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an  assessment  was  laid  on  the  inhabitants^  by  an  order 
from  the  king,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  eight 
men  of  the  duke  of  York's  regiment,  A  tax  was  also 
imposed  on  the  community  to  defray  the  expence  of 
Alexander  Menzies' journey  to  court,Nvho  was  sent  on ' 
a  mission  to  the  king,  to  request  that  he  would  excuse 
the  inhabitants  from  attending  him  in  the  expedition 
into  England,  or  to  commute  that  service  for  a  sum  of 
money,  as  they  were  anxious  to  retain  their  men  "  to 
defend  their  own  town  from  their  old  enemies,  the 
English/'  It  was  ordained,  July  1 1  th,  by  the  ma- 
gistrates, council,  and  community,  at  a  meeting  caU 
led  for  the  purpose,  that  all  the  freemen  of  the  bo- 
rough should  appear  on  the  Monday  following,  with 
their  warlike  accoutrements  and  arms,  according  to 
their  respective  rank  or  station ;  and  that  every  man 
should  have  a  spear  five  ells  in  length^,  and  a  bow  and 
target,  with  all  other  defensive  and  offensive  weapons^ 
in  terms  of  the  royal  proclamation;  but  that  every 
one  must  remain  within  the  town,  for  the  defence  of  it 
against  the  English,  certifying,  that  those  who  failed 
to  appear,  should  pay  eightpence  each  per  day,  to 
hire  others  in  their  place. 

On  the  1st  August^  three  singers  for  the  quire  were 

appointed^ 

*  The  length  of  the  spear  was  regulated  by  the  statute  of 
James  ni.  pasl.  6.  c.  44.,  which  ordains  that  it  shall  be  five  ells 
in  length,  under  the  pain  of  escheat  of  the  spears,  and  the  maker 
or  home-briDg^r,  to  be  at  the  king's  wiD.  By  a  subsequent  act 
the  same  rexgn,  pari  11.  c.  81,  the  spears  were  ordered  to  be 
£Te  ells  aad  a  half  in  length,  and  of  proportional  thickness* 
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appointed  with  the  following  salaries,  viz.  Robert 
Vaas«  169.  Sd. ;  John  Strachan,  6n,  8d. ;  and  Robert 
Hutcheon^  3s.  4d.  It  was  ordered  that  these  salaries 
should  be  collected  from  John  Wamot,  Andrew  €ullen, 
and  Gilbert  Menzies>  being  their  rent  for  three  nets 
Balmoa  fishing,  which  wjs  all  they  paid  for  them. 

•  The  town  was  taxed  (September  l^th),  in  the. sum 
of  £i6:  13:4,  sterling,  as  a  pt opine*  to  the  king,  for 
permitting  the  inhabitant*;  to  remain  at  home,  and  re- 
liering  them  from  m'llitaFy  service  with  the  army. 
-In  order  to  discover  the  causes  tvhich  produced  these 
proceedings,  it  is  nlecessary  to  attend  to  the  situation 
of  public  afiairs  at  that  time.  But  it  is  kn possible  not 
to  observe  that  the  cttis^ens  of  Aberdeen  appear  to  have 
entertained  a  constant  dread  of  a  debarkation  from  an 
Englkh  fleet,  since  the  time  of  Rosheme's  landing  irr 
13S0,  and  that  this  phantom  perpetually  haunted  their 
imagin^ions.  .        ' 

•  During  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  James  IV.  he 
was  occupied  witb  the  regulation  of  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  kingdom;  and  his  cotemporary  of  England, 
Henry  VU.  was  desirous  to  maintain  the  relations  of 

N  2  peace 

*  Prqfiitu,  S.  signifies  ^  drink-money,  or  the  act  of  handtng- 
**  druik  to  another,  or  drinking  to  him,  and  ezpreisi&g  a  wish 
•<  for  his  health.  This  custom  prevailed  among  the  Greeks,. 
**  from  whom  the  term  has  been  transmitted  to  us.*'— When 
used  as  a  vert,  it  signifies  to  present  a  cup  to  another ;  hut  in  a 
general  smse,  it  implies  to  present,  or  to  give  any  thing  what-^ 
ever.  Here  it  is  used  as  a  gift  or  bribe;— -iSf'r  Dr.  Jamhion'r 
Dktioimry  of  the  Semhh  Language.  - 
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peace  with  the  Scotish  nation^  and  accordingly  Ihe 
trace  was  renewed  from  time  to  time.  But  James 
possessed  a  martial  spirit,  and  was  fond  of  toumamentt 
and  manly  sports,  in  which  he  eminently  excelled. 
An  occaaion«  however«  for  a  war  with  England)  had 
sot  yet  occuiTed,  when  an  unfortunate  strainer  ap« 
peared  at  his  court,  with  irresistible  elaims  on  his  pro- 
tection and  patronage.  Soma  doubt  ejusted  as  to  th9 
reality  of  the  murder  of  the  two  sons  of  Edward  IV* 
of  England,  which  was  generally  imputed  to  their 
uDckji  Richard  the  Third ;  and  a  young  man  of  ele- 
gant manners^  and  hearty  a,  striking  resemblance 
to  Edward  the  Fourth,  claimed  the  ^digmty  of  hia 
parentage^  and  the  inheritance  of  the  houat  of 
York.  .  He  was  warsgily  recommended  to  James  by 
the  dttches&  of  Burgundy,  and  the  king  of  France  | 
and  his  handsome  appearance  and  interesting  storj 
won  the  friendship  and  sympathy  of  the  king,  wbiU| 
it  ^0Qrded  hhn  a  fair  pretence  for  indulging  his 
passion  for  war.  James  keenly  espoused  his  cause^ 
and  made  preparations  to  invade  England,  to  de<i 
throne  Henry  VII.,  and  to  place  the  crown  on  the 
head  of  Perkins  Warbeck,  the  reputed  duke  of  York. 
This  unfortunate  youth  had  attempted  to  land  in  Eng- 
land and  ia  Ireland,  but  meeting  with  no  encourage- 
ment  in  these  countries,  he  steered  bis  course  for  Scot-^ 
land,  with  about  six  hundred  followers.  To  support 
these  attendants  of  the  duke  of  York,  an  assessment, 
equal  to  the  maintenancie  of  eight  men,  was  laid  on  the 
tpwn  of  Aberdeen, 
^ith  ajti  army  num^raus  and  well  appointed,  Jarates 

invaded 
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invaded  England^  but  soon  retreate<l,  wlthont  efibcting 
any  thing  worthy  the  magnitode  of  his  preparation^^ 
or  in  any  respect  benefiting  Warbeck's  cause.  It  was 
to  relieve  the  town  from  furnishing  its  contingent  dL 
men  in  this  expedition,  that  Alexander  Menzies  was 
sent  to  the  king  (anno  14$>6)>  who,  it  would  appear, 
commuted  their  service  for .  L.16  :  13  :  4,  sterling. 
The  tinibrtunate  Warbeck  was  honourably  dismissed 
from  the  court  of  James  IV. ;  and  in  a  few  years  af- 
ttrwards  (anno  1501),  a  peace  between  the  two  coun- 
tcies  was  settled,  and  cementedi  by  the  marriage  of  the 
king  with  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Henry. 

During  the  four  following  years.  Sir  John  Ruther^ 
ford  of  Tarland,  was  provost.  In  January  1497,  the 
magistrates  and  council  ordered  that  the  corporations 
oF  craftsmen  should  provide  standards  respectively, 
iw  their  member^,  to  rally  round  in  the  moment  of 
danger. 

In  this  year  it  appears  that  the  venereal  disease  had' 
spread  in  Scotland  to  an  alarming  height;  and  it  was 
enacted  by  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  on  the  24-th 
April,  "  that  all  light  women  be.  charged  to  desist 
from  the  vice  and  sin  of  venery/'  under  pain  of  being 
marked  with,  a  red-hot  iron  on  the  cheeky  and  banish* 
ed  the  town ;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  those  already 
ixdected,  should  be  expelled  from  the  toi^n,  and  their 
*  houses  shut  up.  This  terrible  disease,  which  can. only 
be  propagated  by  vice  and  folly,  was  thought  to  be 
highly  infectious,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
privy-council,  which  ordered  all.  persons  afflicted  with* 
M.3.  »  that 
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that  dislemper  in  Edmborgb^  to  be  conveyed  to  tlie 
hiand  of  Incbkeitb^  and  "  there  to  remain  till  God 
provide  for  tbeir  Ikealth*  !^  The  phyaicians  and 
«)thers  who  had  attended  the  infected^  were  inclnded 
In  this  orderf^  and  the  penalty  of  contravention  waa 
burning  in  the  che^  This  disease^  it  is  said,  was 
imported  from  America  by  Columbus's  sailors;  bill 
there.  i&  reason  to^  believe  that  it  bad  previously  ex- 
isted in  Europe,  although  it  was  less  virulent  in  il» 
effects,  and  but  little  noticed  until  the  siege  of  Naples 
kk  149S>  n^ere  its.  ravages  weredreadfuL 

St.  Nicolas  was  the  tutelar  saint  of  Aberde^i ;  and 
Ibe  magistrates  and  council,  with  the  burgesses,  amiu- 
ally  madcr  a  proce&sion  in  honour  of  their  protector. 
They  assembled  this  year  on  the  &th  May,  on  Wool- 
maaa  Hill,  and  appointed  Thomas  Leslie  and  Robert 
Cullen,  abbot  and  prior  for  twelve  months,  with  an  al^ 
towance  of  ^s.  6d.  two-thirds,  to  defray  their  expencei^ 
io  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  town,  at  ihe  ex- 
piry of  that  time. 

.  June  dth.  The  magistrates  and  council  order  a 
blockhouse  to  be  built  *'4^great  itrei^h"  at  the  raoutK 
of  the  harbour,  for  resisting  the  English ;  and  they 
ordainediat  ^  same  time,  an  array  of  the  inhabitants 
with  their  arms  and  habiliments,  in  compliance  with 
the  king's  orders.  As  James  had  early  accustomed, 
himself  to  the  use  of  arms,  he  earnestly  endeavoured 

to 

*  AfBot*t  History  of  Ediobttrgh,  p.  S$0* 
t  le  WM  ii9ued  the  22d  September,  H97.. 


to  make  all  his  sul)j|eeta  soidiers;  And  for  that  p«r« 
po(se,  the  sherifBt  were  empowered  to  muster^  four 
timesi  a-year»  the  inhabitants  of  theii"  respecitiye  dis- 
tricts ;  the  aldermen  and  bailies  doing  the  same  witJ^ 
to  the  boioughs^  aa  tbey  sboold  aMwer  to  the  chaii- 
berlain  or  bis  deputy.  ^  . 

In  1498*  nothing  occurs  in  the  records  worthy  of 
nolioe.  On  the  25d  July,  the  foUowis^  year«  it  was 
ordered  by  the  fi^ravost*  Sk  John  Rutheri<Nr4  that  the 
f^fkredators  of  fleshes  shall  value  the  sasiev  and  that  n^ 
perscNa  shall  buy  them  until  the  price:  be  fixed. 

In  1^00,  the  town  was  taxed  in  L.5:  H :  i|,  as 
Iheir  proportion  of  the  assessment  for  defraying  the 
isxpences  of  the  ambassadors  employed  to  settle  tbt 
king's  marriage. 

In  1501,  and  the  two  fioUowing  yeairs,  Alexander 
Meeaiea  was,  proTOst  In  June,  1503,  the  dean  of 
guild,  with  bis  council,  ordained,  that  no  man  shonU 
be  admitted  a  free  burgess  for  less  money  than  5s.  6d. 
two«thirds.  It  is  ordered  by  the  magistrates  and  €oun# 
cil,  that  hiacksmilihs  shall  take  no  more  for  horse*shoes 
than  two>  three;,  or  four  pennies  Scots,  according  to 
their  ske.  October  20tb--'h  is  appointed,  that  James 
Comming,  physician,  shall  receive  ten  merks  Scot^ 
until  such  time  as  he  shaU  be  provided  with  a  nefs 
salmon  fishing,  either  in  the  Midchingle,  or  Ford^ 
grassum  free,  but  for  which  he  is  to  pay  tbe  same  rent 
as  another  would  do.  It  i«  probable,  that  Mr.  Cumming 
was  the  only  medical  man  in  th^  town,  and  that  be 
had  threatened  to  leave  it^  unless  remunerated  for  his 

services 
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services  with  s<Hiiethuig  else  than  the  fees  of  his  prac- 
tice. 

On  the  30th  September,  1504,  John  Leslie,  of 
Wardhouse,  was  elected  provost:  in  1505,  Gilbert 
Menzies ;  and  next  year,  Andrew  Callen.  On  the 
30th  January,  1505-6,  a  procession  of  the  trades  was 
erdered,  specifying  the  fleshers,  barbers,  bakers^  shoe- 
makers, skinners,  coopers^^wrights,  hatmakers,  bonnet- 
makers,  waukers,  Htsters,  weavers,  taylors,  goldsmiths, 
blacksmiths,  and  other  hammer-men,  and  that  they 
shall  march  two  by  two  socially  together,  under  their 
respective  standards. 

February  26th,  1 507.  The  magistrates  and  council 
Ordered  the  sum  of  6s.  8d.  to  be  laid  out  on  wine  and 
spiceries,  for  the  celebration  of  the  king's  birth  day. 
In  the  years  1507-8*9  and  10,  Gilbert  Menzies  was 
provost.  In  1 508,  the  barrel  of  salmon  was  sold  for 
f6ur  shillings  and  sevenpence. 

In  the  year  1510,  the  queen  made  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  shrine  of  St.  Duthac  in  Ross-shire,  and  she  passed 
through  Aberdeen.  The  council  and  whole  ccmma- 
Bity  (May  5th),  agree  that  tho  queen  shall  be  received 
m  as  honourable  a  manner  in  this,  as  in  any  town  in 
Scotland,  excepting  Edinburgh,  and  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  provide  presents  for  her  majesty,  of  such 
things  as  may  appear  to  them  suitable,  to  the  amount 
of  L.16:  13:  4,  sterling. 

In  this  year  an  account  of  the  nimiber  of  brewecs  of 
ale  for  sale  in  this  city,  was  taken,  and  found  to  amount 
in  all  to  163,  as  follows :  in  the  town- quarter,  3.7  ;.  in 
the  creaked  quarter,  35  freemen,  and  nine  that  are  not 

burgesses ;, 
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burgesses ;  in  the  Green  quarter/  32  free,,  and  fix  not 
free ;  and  in  the  Footdee  qaarter,  23  free,  aqd  1 1  not 

Inli$U>  ISS^and  13,GiU)ertMenzte8  wasagainchosen 
prinoBt,  In  thU  year,  the  memorable  battle  of  Flod* 
den-fiekt  was  fought,  in  which  James  IV.  was  killed^ 
and  a  great  manf  of  the  Scotish  barons*  The  intrigues 
of  the  French -court  had  preppitaied  James  into  a  war 
wilb  iEnf  land.  Aknost  all  our  contests  with  our  potent 
Vieif  bbeiura  originated  throu^^  French  .influencej,  and 
Scotland,  for  ages,  was  the  unhappy  diqie  of  Gallic 
fM^itics^  Nothing  coald  he  .more  imprudent  than  to 
attack  Jllngland  at  that  titne,  for  the  sake  of  an  aHy 
wbo  was  enable  to  defend  himself,  and  could  not  pos- 
sibly afford  amy  assistance  to  the  Scots  in  the  event  of 
^saster.  Bqt  the  fortune  of  James  was  determined^  and 
be  hurried  to  his  destiny.  The  French  ambassador, 
and  the  lady  Heron*,  were  the  evil  genii  that  sur- 
sounded  him.  The  former  presided  in  his  councils^ 
and  the  latter  betrayed  his  secrets.  Onr  the  2^2d  of 
August,  James'  passed  the  Tweed,  and  encamped  at 
Twissel'haugh ;  but,  sunk  in  amorous  dalliance,  ho 
forgot  the  object  of  his  expedition,  and  allowed  Iho 
English  fcfrees  to  form  a  junction.  The  castles  of  Nor-. 
bam,  Etal,  and  Wark,  were  taken  and  demolished ; 
sod  James  took  up  a  strong  position  on  the  Cheviot., 
bills.  The  earl  of  Surry,  who  commanded  the  English 
army,  mssnesuvred  so  skilfully,  that  he  drew  the  Scots. 

from: 

*  The  daughter  of  Heron  of  Ford,  hence  called  JUadf  /Wt    t 
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from  this  position,  aiid  forced  them  to  fight  on  Flod- 
den-muir  under  every  disadvantage.  The  particulars 
of  the  battle  it  is  unnecessary  to  relate ;  but  we  may 
be  assured,  that  all  that  desperate  courage  could  at- 
chiere,  was  performed  by  the  Scotish  army^  which 
was  nearly  annihilated.  The  king,  and  the  flower  of  . 
our  nobility,  were  numbered  with  the  dead ;  and  so 
great  was  the  slaughter  of  this  day,  that  our  bards 
have  perpetuated  it  in  our  national  melody,  and  ming-* 
led  the  events  of  the  battle  with  our  early  predilectiott 
for  Scotish  song. 

Thus  fell  James  IV.,  in  the  forty-first  year  of  hi»  • 
life,  and  twenty*sixth  of  his  r^gn.  During  his  adn|i« 
nistration  the  condition  of  the  people  was  considerably^ 
ameliorated,  by  many  wise  and  prudent  enactments^ 
for  the  protection  of  life  and  property.  The  churcfc 
_  was  yet  all  powerful  in  Scotland,  although  alarmed  at 
the  progress  of  heresy  in  England ;  and  the  country 
enjoyed  on  the  whole,^more  of  prosperity  and  bappi* 
ness  than  in'any  preceding  reign. 

The  see  of  Aberdeen^  at  that  period,  was  filled  by 
William  Elphinstqn,  a  man  eminently  conspicuous  for 
bis  talentsf,  piety,  and  worth,  and  who  justly  merits 
the  homage  of  our  gratitude,  tie  devoted  the  fruits 
of  a  long  and  laborious  life  to  the  establishment  of  the 
college  at  Aberdeen,  and  the  erection  of  the  bridse  of 
Dee,  both  works  of  national  utility,  and  lasting  mo« 
numents  of  the  public  spirit  and  disinterested  senti- 
ments of  the  amiable  prelate,  who  also  faithfully  ser- 
ved his  country  in  the  elevated  station  of  chancellor  of 
the  kingdom. 

The 


\ 
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*   The  City  of  Aberdeen  owes  so  much  to  bishop  EI- 
phinston's  generosity^  that  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
make  any  apology  for  the  insertion  of  a  lengthened 
detail  of  the  principal  incidents  of  his  liie>  which  we 
khal]  selec^t  from  the  most  authentic  sources. 
'   Bbhop  Elpbinston  was  the  son  of  William  filphin- 
ston,  a  merchant  in  Glasgow,  who  is  generally  reputed 
to  be  tlie  founder  of  the  trade  of  that  city*     His  son^; 
William,  was  bora  in  Glasgow/  in  the  year  f  437,  and 
gave  early  presages  of  great  genius,  which  was  fondly 
cherished  by  his  parents,  and  carefully  cultivated  by 
the  best  tea<^ers.    He  studied  in  the  newly-erected 
univerMty  there,  and  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age 
became  master  of  arts.     He  then  applied  himself  to 
the  study  of  divinity,  and  was  made  rector  of  Kirk- 
michaelf.     After  continuing  four  years  in  this  situa- 
tion, he  went  to  Paris,  the  university  of  which  was 
then  deemed  the  first  sch^l  in  Europe  for  thec^og^ 
and  philosophy.      The  canon-  and  civil    kw    were 
the  fashionable  studies  of  the  times;   anc^  Elpbin- 
ston acquired  such  profici^cy  in  these  branche§(  of 
learning,  that  his  reputation  as  a  profound  scholar  at* 
tracted  the  attention  of  the  university,  and  he  was  cho« 
sen  professor  of  laws.    His  lectuiies  were  attended  for 
SIX  years,  by  a  crowded  audience  of  the  students ;  but 
the  improvement  of  his  own  mind  wa»  the  particular 

object 

*  It  it  said  that  WiUtamElphiiuiton.amsMcd  a  cboiiderabfe  foiw 
tuae  Ynj  exporting  pickled  salmoD.— GfiiOJvV  Hht,  of  Ohtgno* 
t  Keith's  Cata]o{tte,  p.  68* 
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object  of  hit  solictludoj  and  he  canvassed  tbe  motl  ab- 
•tnise  and  dilficidl  parts  of  Iu0pi:ofes9ioa  with  the  most 
Mniaaiit  and  leariwd  doctors  of  that  age*.  After  nine 
yean  intense  study  in  France  he  retqmed  home  at  the 
earnest  solicitations  of  his  friendly  particidarly  bidiop 
Moirhead»  who  made  hioipaiiQa  of  Glaigow^  and  offi« 
cial  of  his  dioceaef.  As  a  maik  of  leqpecV  he  was 
chosen  Irector  of  that  university  in  which  be  had  re<* 
ceived  the  rudiments  of  learning*  After  the  death  of 
his  friend  and  patroUi  Miiirhead»  he  waa  made  official 
of  Lothkn,  by  archbishop  Schevea  of  St.  Andrews  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  was  called  to  parliament  and  to 
a  seatinthe  privy-GonnciL  As  his  talexits  were  of 
the  most  acnte  and  disoecaing  kind,  he  embraced  sub- 
jects remote  from  bis  religious  studies  apd  became 
eonspicaous  as  an  able  politician^  and  skilful  negotia« 
tor^  In  this  capacity,  he  was  employed  by  James  III. 
on  ah  onbassy  to  Franpe,  in  ooi\|nn)Ction  with  bishop 
lavingstone  and  the  earl  <tf  Buchan.  It  is  said,  that 
he  managed  so  dexJtrously,  that  the  old  league  and/ 
amity  was  renewed,  .and  all  cs^se  of  discord  between 
the  two  kingdoms  removed^.  The  French  monarcH 
was  so  charmed  with  his  conduct  and  conversation^ 
tha^  he  loaded  him  with  valuable  presents.  When  he  . 
letorned  home,  he  was  made  archdeacon  of  Argyle, 
anno  147^,  and.  soon  after,  bishop,  of  Ross^  but,  in 
148^  he  was  translated  to  the  see  of  Aberdeen. .  His 

address 


♦  Hector  Boece, 
t  Keith's  Catalogue,  pi  68.  f  Ibid.  69. 
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address  in  diplomatic  negotialioii,  induced  the  king  te 
tend  hiiB  as  one  of  the  commissioners  from  Scotland 
to  treat  of  a  truce  with  England,  and  a  marriage  be» 
,  tween  Ibs  son  and  the  lady  Anoej  the  niece  of  fiichard 
ill. 

Wbea  the  earl  of  Ridimond  assumed  the  crown  of 
Englaiid  by  i^  name  of  Henry  VII.  bishop  Elphinston 
^vas  sent  to  his  courts  with  other  ambassadors,  to  ar« 
range  the  terms  of  a  trvce,  whieh  was  accordingly 
settMh  for  three  yean,  ontfie  Sd  July,  IM6.  The 
djeconteat  of  the  nobles  thteateniag  to  inrolTO  the 
tonntry  in  a  ciril  war,  bishop  Elphinston  mediated 
between  them  and  the  king  ;  bat  finding  it  impossible 
to  reconcile  their  jarring  ii^ierests,  he  went  to  England 
about  the,  latter  end  of  the  yeur  U07,  to  solicit  the 
frietidiy  infterposiden  of  Henry,  as  the  aUy  of  the 
Scotirii  king*.  Although  ^is  great  and  good  man 
did  not  succeed  in  the  negotiatton  as  he  wished  w  ex« 
pected,  yet  James  rewarded  his  fidelity  by  adrancing 
hvKi  inFctoiary,  1466,  totheefice  of  lord  htghdian* 
cellor  of  8oodaad,  vdiich  he  eitjoyed  until  the  king's 
death,  when  be  retired  to  his  diocese.  During  ther 
time  fee  remained  at  Aberdeen,  he  was  occnpied  in 
oorrecting  the  abuses  that  had  prerailed  in  the  dsooese^ 
and  in  composing  a  book  of  canon  law.  But  h»  was 
not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  the  calm  of  retifement* 
o  and 


*  Cr«wfsr4*ft  X«iyes  «f  the  Oficen  of  the  Crowni  vol.  u 
p.  SO.       . 
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and  was  again  called  to  the  parliament  tlSat  assembled 
at  Edii^burgh,  the  6th  October^  1488,  to  Wist  at  the 
coronation  of  James  IV.  The  earl  of  Bothwell,  who 
then  ruled  as  prime  minister>  suspecting  that  bishop 
Elphinston  would  not  concur  in  an  act  of  indemnity 
in  favour  of  those  who  were  concerned  in  the  rebellion 
of  the  last  reign,  contrived  to  send  him  on  an  embassy 
to  the  court  of  Maximillian  of  Giermany,  with  a  pro- 
posal, for.  a  marriage  between  the  king,  and  Margaret, 
the  emperor's  daughter ;  but  tjiis  mission  was  fceiifec- 
tual,  as  that  lady  had  been  previously  promised  to  the 
prince  of  Spain,  and  was  married  accordiitgly  before 
Elphinston  arrived  at  Vienna. 

AltKougfa^the  bishop  did  not  succeed  in  ihis  em* 
bassy,  yet  he  performed  a  lasting  service  to  the 
country  in  his  way  *  home,  by  settling  a  treaty  of 
peaice  and  amity  between  th^  states  of  I^olland  and 
the  Scotish  nation.  This  service 'Was.  de^m^  of  9it)re 
importance  than  If  he  had  efFectuated  ^ihe  niarriagd;. 
which  was  the  particular  object  of  his  missioh'  to.  the 
continent*.  In  1492>  when  the  bishop  returned,  he 
was  made  lord  privy-seal,  and  the  same  year  appoint- 
ed  one  of  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Scotland, 
for  the  prolongation  of  the  truce  with  England.  But 
the  truce  was  not  strictly  observed  by  the  Scots,  and  a 
new  commission  was  found  to  be  necessary  for  the  more 

effectual 


*  Crawford*8  Lives  of  the  Officers  of  the  Crown,  vol.  u 
p.  5K 
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effectual  settlement,  of  all  existing  dif&rences.  Bishop 
Eiphinston  was  included  in  this  commission,  and  the 
Scotish  deputies  meeting  with  the  English  at  £din« 
buTgb,  the  21st  June,  they  agreed  to  prolong  the  truce 
till  the  last  day  of  April,  ]  50K 

The  distractions  of  the  state  being  appeased^  and 
tranquillity  restored  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the 
bishop  found  leisure  to  attend  to  an  object  that  he  had 
long  meditated,  and  which  engrossed  much  of  his 
thougl|[s»  Religion  and  learning  had  been  the  chief 
pursuits  of  his  life,  and  he  wished  to  diffuse  the  happy 
influence  o£  both  over  the  north  of  Scotland.  For  tliat 
purpose  he  applied  to  the  king  to  solicit  the  papal 
authority  for  the  erection  of-the  University  of  Aber- 
deen, which  was  granted  by  a  bull  fronf  Alexander 
VL,  dated  the  10th  February.  149  k'  From  this  time 
the  bishop  bent  all  his  attention  to  the  completion  of  his 
design ;  and^  having  aSpplied  to  the  king  that  he  would 
permit  .the  cpllege ,  to  be  founded  in  his  royal  name, 
lettersf-patent  under  the  great  seal  were  passed  accord- 
ingly, erecting  the  college,  and  granting  it  large  pri- 
vileges. As  a  full  and  distinct  account,  however,  of 
tliis  valuable  institution  is  to  be  found  in  the  ap« 
pendix,  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  further  notice  of  it 
here. 

Besides  the  erection  and  endowment  of  the  college, 
bishop  Eiphinston  left  ample  funds  to  build  and  to 
sujpport  a  bridge  over  Dee.  It  is  mentioned  to  the 
credit  of  this  worthy  man,  that  he  never  held  any  be* 
nefice  in  commendam,  as  was  the  case  with  most  of  tiie 
prelates  of  that  time,  but,  from  the  revenue  of  the  se^ 
o  2  alone; 
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alone,  made  such  savings  ad  enabled  him  to  execute 
these  great  works,  which  are  bo  hotioorable  to  his  me- 
mory. When  not  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office* 
ho  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  writing  the  lives  of 
the  Scotish  saints^  which  were  occa»ionaHy  read  to  the 
clergy  of  the  diocese  fbt  their  instruction  in  religion, 
and  practical  improvement  in  lifc.  He  also  wrote  th^ 
history  of  Scotland  from  the  rise  of  the  nation  to  hi* 
own  tim^>  ivhieh  is  still  extant,  and  preserved  in  the 
Bodleian  library  at  Oxford*.  James  iV.  baviHg  pHN 
Cipitated  the  country  into  a  war  with  England,  in  op<* 
position  to  Elphintson's  advice,  who  was  cautious  from 
experience,  lost  his  life  at  Flodden-fiekf,  where  thei 
better  part  of  the  Scotish  nobility  also  shared  a  sifai*- 
lar  fate.  This  circumstance  so  afflicted  the  venerable 
prelate's  mind,  which  was  once  so  strong  and  vigorous, 
that  his  wonted  cheerfulness  of  spirits  entirely  forsook 
him,  and  his  debilitated  frame  fast  verged  to  the 
grave.  The  affairs  of  Scotland,  howerer,  being  again 
in  a  distracted  state,  Elphinstony  ever  anxious  to  do 
good,  made  an  exertion  to  attend  Parliament,  that 
ht  might  offer  his  advice  and  counsel ;  but  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey  exhausted  his  wearied  body,  and  he  re- 
signed his  soql  on  the  25th  October,  anno  1514,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven.  His  corpse  was  brought  from 
Edinburgh,  and  interred  in  the  collegiate  church  at 
Aberdeen,  before  the  high  altar. 

TTiis 

*  Crawford*!  tivei  of  tbe  OQcers  of  the  Crown»  vol.  i. 
p.  551. 
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This  eminent  prelate  has  jusUy  obtained  the  enco^ 
miums  of  oar  historians,  -and  no  man  more  deservedly 
merited  the  meed  of  praise.  Whether  we  view  him  as 
a  divine,  exercising  the  duties  of  his  episcopal  office, 
or  as  a  statesman,  directing  the  affairs  of  the  nation, 
he  is  equally  eminent.  Ilis  lore  of  learning,  his  in* 
^grity,  and  piety,  were  virtues' that  contributed  to  his 
own  happiness :  but  his  great  talents  and  his  fortune 
were  devoted  to  the  service  of  others,  and  sacrificed^ 
not  at  Uie  shrine  of  ambition,  but  on  the  altar  of  his 
country,  and  for  the  good  of  posterity^ 


O  S  CHAPHSB 
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^TARIOVS  PARTICULARS  RELATIYE  TO  ABfiRl^fieK— LETTfem 
»ROM  TRS  ■AGinllAf  e«  TO  «19tt«l^  lyrtfBA^,  IIRl«ATnr% 
TO  THE  VRlMlB  OV  DBS— «HB  flULOf  WAATRf  TAKS  UFOH 
THEM  9BS  MANAOBiftKHT  OF  THAT  BAI]>GB»  AND  INTRO* 
MIT   WITB    TBB    FUNDS— FEVDS^DEATH    OF  JAMES  T.— 

nriRODtrcTiON  OF  mmTiira^BVTABLisuMCifT  eF  rtts 

COURT  OF  SESSIOB-^BISHOPS  OF  ABERD££B»    TiZ.  OATilT 
»UJfBAm»ABI>  WIU.1AM  9T4&WART— aiCTOM  BOETHIWS.] 

#    «    «    * 

Xn  October,  151 4>  John  Marr  was  chosen  proTOst* 
la  February  that  year»  <£3  : 0  *•  11  sterling,  was  paid 
to  Andrew  Fife  for  proyidiag  artiUery  to  defend  tbe 
town  against  the  English ;  and»  on  the  20th  March,  a 
tax  of  £5  sterling,  was  imposed  on  the  inhabitant^ 
for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  the  blockhouse^  and  pay« 
ii]|g  the  gunaem  for  six  jaonths^  with  four  able-bodied 

men 
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men,  to  be  employed  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of 
the  English  fleet,  two  of  whom  were  stationed  at  the 
Bell-house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  directed 
to  raise  a  fire  as  soon  as  the  enemy  appeared,  in  order 
io  apprize  the  other  two  on  the  castle- hill,  one  of  whom 
was  to  ring  the  common  bell,  to  alarm  the  citizens. 
These  precautions  against  the  attack  of  an  English  fleet 
may  have  been  very  necessary ;  but  as  it  never  made 
its  appearance,  the  gunners  had  no  opportunity  of 
shewing  their  skill  as  engineers,  nor  the  four  men  their 
alertness  as  watchmen. 

On  the  12th  March^  1514,  John  Mar,  the  provost,, 
with  Sir  John  Rutherford,  John  Collinson,  Gilbert  Men* 
zies,  and  Patrick  Le^ie,  were  chosen  by  the  council 
as  commissioners  to  the  parliament.  To  defray  his 
expence,  the  provost  was  allowed  L.1  :  2 :  2  two-thirds 
sterling,  aiid  each  of  the  others  half  that  sum. 

It  was  ordained  by  the  council.  May  11th,  that  no 
fresh  salmon  should  be  sold,  until  first  presented  in  the 
marketplace. 

In  the  years  1516  and  17,  Gilbert  Menzies  was  pro* 
vosf.  On  the  2d  January,  1517,  the  council  fixed  the 
price  of  the  boll  of  wheat  at  one  shilling  sterling,  and 
the  loaf  weighing  twenty -six  ounces,  to  be  sold  for 
one-sixth  gf  a  penny. 

Gilbert  Menzies,  anno  1518,  was  again  provost: 
and  on  the  4th  July  this  year,  the  council  and  com* 
munity  agree  to  give  the  earl  of  Huntty  three  pieces 
of  the  town's  best  artillery,  to  be  sent  on  their  expence 
to  Sutherlandshire,  to  enable  the  earl  to  attack  the 
castle  of  Dunrobin,  in  consideration  of  the  tov^nsmen 
*  ♦  being 
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being  exempted  from  mavching  against  that  place^  mi 
permitted  to  remain  at  hoine. 

In  the  ye^rs  U19»  1520,  and  1531,  Gilbert  Men* 
zies  wa»  proroat.  July  12th,  1521  :  The  provost  m 
appointed  to  go  to  the  king  and  council  to  raise  Utters 
of  lawburrowt  against  lord  Forbes,  to  prevent  khn  ffon 
molesting  the  tenants  of  the  borough  in  their  fishings 
and  frtedMR  lands  ^ 

Sb  mtfly  as  James  L  the  proeesa  of  law^burrows  was 
instittited  ;  bat  by  Janes  IV.  pari.  S.  c.  27,  it  was 
enaeled,  ''  that  epon  conpiaint  of  a  party,  law^bnrrows 
"  be  feoiKl  that  he  shail  be  harmless  and  skaithless 
"  in  Us  person  or  goods,  under  what  pain  the  lord 
'*  chancellor  or  jvstice  dball  modifie  ;'*  and  on  this 
statute  the  provost  of  Aberdeen  complained. 

September  16, 1521 ;  The  magistrates,  by  orders 
from  the  fcing,  resigned  their  offices.  A  new  election 
having  talren  place,  John  Coilison  was  chosen  provost  ^ 
sad  on  the  SOth,  the  coannnnity  ratified  hisetectttm. 

On  Aogust  1  Ith,  1532,  the  whole  commnnity  agreed 
to  be  used  L.58 : 6  : 8,  to  be  paid  into  the  exchequer 
ss  a  commutation  of  their  military  services^  and  to  be 
relieved  &om  joining  the  army  at  Roslin-moor,  on  the 
1st  September. 

The  duke  of  Albany,  who  was  regent  of  the  king- 
dom, and  entirely  devoted  to  the  interest  of  France  at 
that  time,  assembled  a  powerful  army  to  invade  Eng- 
land. 

♦  It  was  enacted  by  James  V.  pari,  4.  cB.  27,  "  that  no  earl, 

~   ^  lord,  baron»  ner  other,  molest  burrows,  their  ofHciars,  or  mer* 

^  chants*  in  anng  their  liberties,  ander  the  pain  of  oppression." 
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land.  They  inarched  from  Roslin  on  the  2d  Septem- 
ber ;  but  many  of  the  barons  refused  to  advance  be- 
yond the  frontiers  of  Scotland,  as  they  considered  the 
war  to  be  impolitic ;  and  after  a  fruitless  attempt  to 
~  take  the  castle  of,  Wark,  in  which  he  lost  500  of  the 
French  troops,  the  regent  retreated,  and  disbanded  the 
army. 

In  1521,  22,  23,  and  24,  Gilbert  Menzies,  of  Fia-i- 
don,  was  provost.  In  August,  1524-,  the  provost  and 
bailie  Collison,  were  chosen  commissioners  to  represent 
the  borough  in  the  first  parliament  of  James  V.  They' 
were  allowed  6s.  8d.  per  day,  and  furnished  vnth  eight 
horsemen  to  attend  in  their  train,  that  they. might  ap- 
pear at  court  with  a  splendour  becoming  the  repre*^ 
sentatives  of  the  opulent  city  of  Aberdeen. 

On  October  3,  1325,  Thomas  Menzies  of  Pitfbddels, 
was  chosen  provost.  In  August  that  y^ar,  a  letter  from  ^ 
the  king,  said  to  have  been  written  at  the  solicitatioa 
of  bishop  Gavin  Dunbar,  was  sent  to  Sir  John  Ruther- 
ford and  Thomas  Menzies,  the  sherifis,  ordering  theni 
to  search  for  those  who  owned  the  heresies  of  Luther^ 
or  read  his  books,  that  they  might  be  punished  in  terms 
of  the  act  of  parliament,  of  which  an  extract  was  trans* 
mitted*. 

The 


*  It  was  ordained  by  act  James  I.  p.  2.  c.  28.  *<  that  iike  bi« 
**  shoppe  sail  garre  inquire  to  the  inquisition  of  heresie,  quhair 
'*  ony  seik  beis  fouoden,  and  that  they  be  ppnished  as  law  of 
**  halie  Kirk  requires.  And  gif  it  misteris,  that  secular  power 
**  be  called,  in  support  and  helping  of  hailie  Kirk.*' 
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TheTcformation  ofireligion  in  Scotland  was  silently 
making  progress  at  that  time,  and  was  secretly  pro« 
noted  by  the  intrigues  of  the  English  monarchj  who,' 
in  his  own  country,  had  roughly  overthrown  the  papal 
authority ;  but  we  shall  afterwards  l^ave  occasion  to 
trace  the  progress  of  the  new  opinions  in  a  chapter  de« 
voted  to  that  subject. 

On  the  2d  October,  1 525,  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  let  the  town's  lands  and  fishings  for  five 
years.  By  James  IV.  pari.  3.  ch.  36,  it  was  enacted, 
'*  that  the  rents  of  burrows  be  not  set  but  for  three 
"  years,  under  pain  of  nullity.''  But  the  statute  in 
Ais  instance  seems  to  have  been  disregarded. 

Iq  1526  and  7,  Gilbert  Menzies  was  provost.  On 
the  1st  April,  1527,  the  thanks  of  the  magistrates  and 
community  ^were  voted  to  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  for 
the  active  part  he  had  taken  in  building  the  bridge  of 
Bee.  The  necessary  funds  for  the  erection  of  that  use- 
ful work  had  been  entrusted  by  bishop  Elphinsten  to 
Alexander  Galloway ;  but  during  the  three  years  that 
bishop  Gordon  filled  the  see,  nothing  had  been  done 
to  forward  the  work,  and  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  ^bishop 
Gavin  Dunbar  to  execute  the  intentions  of  the  good 
bishop  Elphinston,  by  completing  the  collegie  and 
bridge  of  Dee,  to  both  which,  he  largely  contributed 
from  his  own  revenue.  The  bridge  being  now  finish* 
ed,  bishop  Dunbar  proposed  that  the  magistrates  of 
Aberdeen  should  take  charge  of  it>  and  receive  the 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  ih  repair.  Accord* 
iagly,  the  magistrates  and  burgesses  assembled  to  con« 

side? 
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sider  <^  the  proposaU  and  afier  (Quia  delibera^n,  sent 
the  fallowttig  kOer  to  hkbop  Oanbar  : 

«  My  Lord, 

'*  Wb,  your  Mrants,  the  provost,  lallieB,  coun- 

**  leQors,  and  whole  commniiity  of  Aberdeen,  faaviog  got  ex- 

-«*  phoned  te  us  <iy  ymur  conmuiioBer,  Mr.  Aleaaader  Hay, 

«  parson  of  Turriff,  your  good  intentions  wkfa  regard  lo  the 

**  bridge  birilt«v6r  the  river  Dee,a«d  finished  «t  7««r  JUerdihip*s 

'*  great  eiqienee,  for  the  common  freal  of  the  country  and  of  us ; 

**  for  which  good  deed  God  Eternal  reward  yonr  Lordship— we 

*'  cannot.    And  whereas  your  Lordship  desires  of  b«  and  of  our 

*'  successors,  to  uphold  the  said  bridge  on  your  expence  in  (he 

**  most  strre  way  can  he  devised  hy  wise  men ;  and  Ihac  your 

'<  Lordship  will  infeft  us  and  our  tuccesaors  m  j9ar  liodi  ef 

**  Ardhor,  to  he  holden  of  you  and  yeur  succee^on  in  fee,  we 

**  heartily  ajf^ee  to  the  same,  only  making  us  sore  thereof  by  tbe 

^  pope;  the.  prinoe,  and  your  chorch,  with  every  other  thing  ne- 

**  cessary ;  for  we  desire  noinconveniency,  but  only  to  be  made. 

^  sure,  which  is  youi  Lordship's  good  intention.    Yet  notwidi« 

^*  standmg,  if  you  were  pleased  to  tnfelt  us  m  «tty  «f  your  Jands 

"**  lying  nearer  to  us,  or  exchange  said  Isttde  for  tthers  lying 

**  neaner  to  us,  such  as  Reedreslm,  or  sic  Uhe,  it  would  he  me^ 

**  frofitahle  for  pwserviag  yoiar  Lordahq^'s  «ork«  and  more 

^  jq^reeadile  to  us;  howefier»  ve  refer  the  whole  to  your  Lord* 

^  ship's  pleasure,  beseeching  you  may  labour  the  same,  if  it 

^  seem  to  you  goodly.    And  moreover,  we,    considering  the 

*f  many  good  turns  done  by  yoor  Lordship  within  your  diocese, 

**  both  to  our  otdiedral  and  other  places,  and  understaodtijgthat 

^<  yeur  L«idsh%  has  ao  kirit  estkhin  .your  diocese  ti^^e^mlH 

V  to  fouf  outre,  oic^  auf  nothar4ufk^-«-ve  would  intreat 

**  your  iiordsUp  lo  give  help  to  some  notable  actions  intended 

*^  to  be  done  theretOj  .and  to  which  we  shall  contribute  our  as- 

**  sistance  in  i^e  largest  form  art  nght  of  your  Lord^ip,  tbat 

^  some  remembrances  may  acmain  of  you,  as  of  several  of  your 

*«  reverend 
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*<  r0YpscB4  prtdfcettors,  to  wit,  Bi^op  Thomss  Sptfict,  and 
^  Bhhpp  William  £]|>hlo8toii«.  But  In  thu  ctse  «i  an  all  otiiert, 
'*  we  refer  to  your  JLordthip's  ple^iure,  to  whioh  we  tre  greatly 
"  inde\>ted,  as  knows  the  gres^t  God  £cernal,  whom  we  humbly 
,  **  hitreat  to  preserve  your  Lordship's  soul  and  body.** 

The  isagistrates  and  council  accordingly  *'  agreed 
*'  ta  ktdent  with  my  lord  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  Tot 
^'  keepifig,  upholding,  and  pveaenring  his  bridge  ovet 
"  the  river  Dee,  for  themselves  and  their  sucoessors, 
^'  so  long  as  they  brui^ked  peaceably  the  lands  of  Ard- 
"  lair,  given  and  assigned  over  to  them  by  his  lord- 
"  ship  ;  btit  if  the  said  lands  should  be  evicted  from 
*'  them  or  thiair  successors,  either  by  law  or  reason* 
''  then  Ihey  sliall  be  no  longer  obliged  t6  uphold  the 
"  said  bridge,  but  from  their  own  good-will  and  bene- 
'*  iFolience.  And  further,  with  this  coirfition,  ihait  the 
"  money  arising  from  the  profits  of  the  said  lands  shall 
**  he  put  in  a  sure  keeping,  for  upholding  the  said 
'f  bridge,  .and  not  to  be  disposed  of'  any  other  way  ; 
''  aad  that  there  be  three  keys  made  for  the  purpose, 
*'  one  of  them  to  be  kept  by  the  chapter ;  another  by 
"  the  provost  and  good  town;,  and  the  third  by  the 
''  pr moipal  deacons  of  the  ^raftsmen  of  Aberdeen  ; 
"  and  this  bond  to  be  made  out  in  the  surest  form^  to 
^**  the  effect  above-written."^ 

'  In  Becember  the  following  year,  the  business  rela* 
ti¥e  *ta  1^  bridge  of^  Deer*  was  finally  8etlied»  Robert 
EtpbJnfsiQn,  parson  of  lCiii,eiirdiHe,  and  the  parson  of 
Kinliell,  appeared  in  cdUrt  as  coifAnissioners  for  bishop 
IDiuibar,  and  gave  in  16  the  town  of  Aberdeeiinntme 
of  his  lordsbifs  the  whole  charge  of  the  bridge  of  jOeej» 
'  p  and 
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aitd  a  charter  to  the  lands  of  Ardlair^  by  the  bishops 
dean^  and  chapter.  And  the  magistrates  on  their  part, 
delivered  to  them  an  obligatory  bond,  sealed  with  the 
Common  seal  of  the  borough,  binding  themselves  to 
ijphold  the  said  bridge  in  all  time  coming,  and  to  "  re- 
"  build  the  same  anew  if  need  be/'  They  also  took  the 
great  oath,  the  crucifix  being  touched  by  them,  that 
they  should  never  apply  the  rents  of  the  land  to  any- 
other  purpose. 

In  1528,  Gilbert  Menzies  was' provost.  The  price 
of  oatmeal  this  year  was  sixteen  pence  per  boll. 

The  council  ordained,  that  no  man  be  chosen  here- 
after into  the  office  of  provost  or  bailie,  but  real  in* 
dwellers,  with  in  the  borough,  under  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  pounds  Scots  money,  to  be  paid  to  the  king's 
majesty,  and  that  no  burgess  purchase  a  lordship  over 
the  town,  under  pain  of  losing  his  freedom. 

It  was  enacted  by  James  V.  pari.  4.  ch.  26,  that 
the  magistrates  of  boroughs  should  be  "  honest  and 
**  substantial  burgesses,  merchants  and  indwellers 
*'  thereof,  under  pain  of  tinsel  of  their  freedom,  who 
*'  does  in  the  contrary.*' 

In  1529,  SO,  51,  and  32,  Gilbert  Meozies  was  pro- 
vost. 

In  1529,  Arthur  Forbes  of  Brux  killed  several  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  commissioners  were 
sent  to  the  l^ing  to  lodge  a  complaint  against  him. 
But  on  the  19th  Decemli>er  the  following  year,  the 
magistrates,  served  letters  of  law-burrows  against  Pits- 
ligo,  Tolqubain,  Corsindae,  Brax,  £cht,  and  other 
j;entlemeiioftheiiame  of  Forbes^  and  my  lord  Pits- 
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]igo  was  obliged  to  find  caution  to  the  council  at  Pertb 
for  his  own  and  friends  good  behaviour  towards  the 
town  of  Aberdeen.  At  that  time  a  deadly  feud  sub- 
sisted between  the  Forbeses  and  Leslies ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  some  of  the  town's  people  had  interfered 
in  that  quarrel,  which  fiiriously  raged  throughoab 
Aberdeenshire,  and  was  attended  by  mutual  massacres 
and  murders. 

On  the  20lh  February,  1533/  tbe  magistrates  and 
council  order  a  blockhouse  to  be  built  at  Sandness,  of 
36  feet  in  length,  and  18  in  breadth ;  the  walls  to  be 
sis  feet  thick,  and  of  such  a  height  as  Thomas  Menzies- 
and  Alexander  Gray,  the  architects,  shall  deem  expo<^ 
^ient. 

On  the  6th  October,  Thomas  Menzies  was  chosen^ 
provost.  It  was  ordained  at  this  time  by  the  council^ 
that  if  any  person  being  in  health,  shall  absent  himself 
for  two  Sundays  from  the  parish  kirk,  he  shall  pay 
eightpence  sterling,  to  be  applied  to  St.  NicolasV 
work.. 

On  5th  October,  1534,  Thomas  Menzies  chosen 
provost. 
On  4th  October,  1535,  Aiidrew  Cullem 
On  3d  October,  1546,  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Findon*^ 
In  the  years  1537  and  8,  Thomas  Menzies,  the  el- 
dest son  of  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Findon,  was  provost. 
On  the  13th  January,  1539,  commissioners  were  dp-* 
pointed  by  a  head  court  to  let  the  lands  of  Ardlair ; 
and  they  were  instructed  to  let  them  to  country  far- 
nxers,  and  not  to  gentlemen  of  landed  property.    Thf  se 
V  2  )and»^ 
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kndi^  were  accordingly  let  for  five  years  as  follows^ 
^  TIE.  one  plough- gate  of  tbe  Intown  at  the  rate  of  1  Is. 
1^6.  ttcr)ing  yoarly ;  three  other  pbttgh^gatetf  at  tlie 
same  seat;  and  the  pleugb-gate  of  Outfield^  at  IS& 
4d.  Scoii  money.  The  teDanto  were  bound  to  {lerfdraK 
Ihe  tttoal  cairiages,  atid  to  reside  on  their  fisinns^ 

Daring  the  yeani  1340,  1,  2,  $,  aiid>,  Thomae 
Menzies  was  continued  provost 

Jaases  V.  died  Deoeniber  15^2,  in  the  pabca  of 
Falklawi^  »t  the  age  of  thirty-three  years  and  cigbt 
BMDths^  after  t.  reign  of  twenty-nine  years.  His  wftolc 
life  had  bees  spent  amidet  scenes  6t  tuiimlence  anA 
distraction  ;  hot  the  defectioii  of  his  army  at  Mvmf 
Moss^  which  surrendered  to  a  handful  of  £nglish>  JMS 
chagrined  his  agitated  mind,  tiiat  he  feU  aiHJer  Hhe 
deepest  nelancholy^  and  either  ecwld  net^  or  M  net 
cheoae  to  receive  any  sastenance.  After  langaisbisig 
Cor  a  fiew  days,  an  aflecting  spectacle  ef  the  anisery  ef 
kings,  he  resigned  his  breathy  surroanded  by  iknm 
miscreants  who  had  contributed  to  embitter  his  \i^ 
Pnriiig  the  reign  ef  this  prince,  the  condition  of  die 
people  had  been  somewhat  improved.  Several  wise 
laws  had  been  enacted,  and  the  maritime  towns  bad 
increased  in  opulence  and  pouter. 

The  ait  of  prisuing  was  introduced  by  Chapman  in 
the  early  part  ef  his  reign,  and  Thomas  Davidson,  a 
native  ai  Aiberdeenshire  (anno  1 552),  was  made  printer 
to  the  king;  an^  in  1541^  he  printed  the  acts  of  par« 
liament^. 

The 
*  Manuscript  io  the  Advocates*  Librarri  Edinbttrgb, 
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The   adinitiistration  of  justice  occopied  much  of 
James's  attention.    The  exceHent  acts  which  had  pas^ 
sed  in  the  reigns  of  the  three  first  James's,  relative  tO' 
property,  were  almost  totally,  disregarded ;  and  theirv 
^buse   had  beconie  an  intolerable  grievance.      The 
authority  of  heritable  jorisdictions  was  nearly  para- 
mount to  all  law ;  and  ambulatory  courts  of  justice, 
with  trial  by  jury  in  ervil  cases,  were  but  a  feeble  pro-- 
tection  to  the  weak  and  innocent,  against  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  stix>ng  and  powerful,  while  appeals  to  the* 
council  were  expensive,  and  consequently  only  within 
the  reach  of  the'more  opulent  of  the  community.   The 
institution  of  the  Lords  of  Articles  was  merely  an  en- 
gine in  the  bands'of  government,  and  formed  no  barrier 
to-  the  encroachments  of  the  crown.     Some  establish* 
ment,  therefore,  that  was  independent  of  party  animo-- 
sity,  vigorous  and  permanent,  was  requfavte  for  the  bet- 
ter administration  of  justice  *.    James .  accordingly  had* 
recourse  to  the  parliament  of  Paris  for  the  model  of  a- 
similar  institution  in  Scotland;  and  the  establishment 
of  the  Court  op  Session  was  the  result  of  his  solici- 
tude to  promote  the  equal   distribution  of  the  law' 
throughout  the  realm«     On  the  i 3th  May,  this  year, 
the  Lords  of  Articles  laid   before  parliament  the  pro- 
position for  instituting  this  court,  which  was  adopted, 
and   fifteen   members  were  appointed,  consisting  of 
seven  churchmen  and  seven  laymen,  with  a  President. 
Ihis-court  has  continued  to  the  present  day  with  very 
.  p  3  littler 

*  Guthrie,  vol.  v.  p.  ISO*. 
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little  rariatioD,  and  its  juruKlictAon  is  Taloabk  and 
extenaiTe;  but  eveiy  Unng  r^Iatire  to  it  is  s6  well 
kiiown»  that  it  is  usaeceasary  hera  te  enunierate  it» 
privileges  9aA  powers. 

The  doctrinei^  of  the  reformed^  religion  ^had  taken 
loot  dufkig  thia  reign,  and  the  clergy  of  the  establish* 
meat,  anxious  to  secure  their  livinga  and  their  infla- 
eace^  bad  lighted  the  faggot  which  consumed  a  few 
ob8tinate'heretics>  from  whose  ashes,  however,  arose  a 
set  of  determined  m«i  that  finally  tFitimphed  over  th»- 
papal  church. 

The  see  of  Aberdeen  at  the  death  of  bishop  jElphiff- 
«ton,  was  filled  by  Alexander  Gordon,  the  thifd  son  of 
James,  laird  of  Haddoj  the  ancestor  of  ^e  earls  of 
Aberdeen,*.  He  was  first  rector  of  Fetteresso,  ia  tha 
county  of  Kincardine,  and  next  chanter  of  the  see  oi 
Moray,  from  lahich  he  was  promoted  to  the  bishopric 
of  Aberdeen.  It  is  said  that  he  was  a  man  of  a  grave- 
disposition,  and  extensive  learning ;  but  he  did  not 
long  enjoy  his^kirated  situation,  for,  being  sensed  wilb 
a  he<5lic  fever,  he  died  on  the  Sf^th.June,  1519,  with- 
in less  than  four  years  after  the  death  of  Elphinstcxi. 

Gavin  Dunbar  succeeded  bishop  Gordon.  He  wai^ 
the  son  of  Sir  James  Dunbar  of  Cumnock,  by  Janc^ 
eldest  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Sutherlandf.  He  waa 
dean  of  Moray,  and  clerk*register  about  the  year 
1488.  In  1503,  he  was  archdeacon  of  St.  And  re  ws» 
and  lord-register.  In  1518,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  see  of  Aberdeen;  but 'he  still  continued  in  the 

office 

;  Keith't  Catalogue,  p.  70.  f  iWd.  p.  71. 
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office  <tf  tefd^regisler.  He  di«d  om  tfa«  9th  March^ 
15Sa^  «nd  was  much  regretted  by  his  friends  and  the 
inhabttattte  of  Aberdeen^  to  whom  he  had  shewn  great, 
psriiaHty  on  Fartous  occasions.  He  built  the  bridge 
of  Dee^  projeeted  by  bishop  Eipbinston,  and  contri* 
bated  to  the  &nd»  appropriated  for  that  purpose  by 
that  worldly  prelate*  He  a]&o  endowed  an  hospital  for 
tweWe  poor  men,  which  was^  erected  after  his  death. 
It  is  said  that  the  bishop  was  the  iirat  person  who  ad-^- 
▼ised  Hector  Boece  to  write  the  history  of  his  owor 
country. 

William  Stewart  snoceeded  bishop  Donbar  in  the 
see  of  Aberdeen.  He  was  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
Stewart  of  Minto^  by  Isabel^  second  daughter^  and  one  of 
tbe  co-beiresses  of  Sir  Walter  Stewart  of  Arthnvly,  who 
was  a  brother  of  the  family  of  Castlemilk.  The  city 
of  Glasgow  was  the  place  of  the  bishop's  nativity  ;  and 
he  was  bom,  anno  1479>  in  the  reign  of  James  HI. 
His  parents  having  early  perceived  his  genius  for 
learning,  took  great  care  of  his  education,  and  sent 
him  at  the  proper  age^  to  the  inferior  seminaries, 
where  h^  went  through  his  juvenile  studies  with  the 
a^lanse  of  his  teachers*.  He  then  entered  U^  the 
university  of  Glasgow,  where  he  applied  assiduously 
to  the  study  of  philosophy  und  the  Belles  Lsm^t,  and 
in  due  time  obtained  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts» 
Having  finished  his  studies  at  home,  much  tahis  owi>^ 
credit  and  improvement,^  he  visited  the  continent,  av 
was  customary  in  those  times,  to  learn  in  foreign 

schools^, 

*  Crawford^s  Officers  of  SC4te,  vol.  i.  p.  973. 
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jKrhools,  a  moire  perfect  knowledge  6f  tbeelogy  aiicl 
the  canon  law.  He  devoted  himself  to  the  chttpcb, 
—he  took  holy  orders,  and  was  soon  after  made  par- 
son of  Lochmaben,  then  rector  of  Ayr,  and  a  prebend 
of  Glasgow.  In  that  station  he  remained  till  the  year 
1527,  wnen  he  was  preferred  to  the  lucrative  deanery 
of  Glasgow^  which  at  that  time  became  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  learned  J}K  Forman.  The  great  merit 
and  shining  talents  of  Dr.  Stewart  attracted  the  atten* 
tion  of  king  James  V.,  who  called  him  by  writ  to  par* 
liament.  His  abilities,  sagacity,  and  industry  in  busi- 
ness, qualified  hiiii  for  the  most  important  offices  ia  the 
stale.  He  was  therefore  made  lord  high  treasurer  of 
Scotland,  on  the  2d  October,  1530,  in  the  place  of 
Sir  Robert  Barton,  who  was  removed.  The  king 
being  desirous  to  advance  the  treasurer  in  the  churchy 
found  an  opportunity  by  the  death  of  bishop  Dunbar;, 
and  accordingly  he  was  promoted  to  the  see  of  Aber* 
deen,  on  the  14th  November^  1532.  Soon  after  his 
consecration^  he  was  joined  with  Sir  Adam  Otterburoe 
of  Reidhall,  in  a  commission  of  embassy  to  England, 
to  treat  with  Henry  VIII.  relative  to  the  continuation 
of  amity  and  peace  between  the  two  nations ;  and  the 
object  of  their  embassy  was  successfully  accomplished. 
To  the  see  of  Aberdeen,  bishop  Stewart  was  a.  con- 
siderable behefactor''^.  He  built  the  consistory^ house, 
enlarged  the  territory  of  the  college^  and  bestowed 
upon  it  a  part  of  the  revenue  which  h  still  possesses. 

Aftej? 

'  *  Crawford*!  Officwra  of  Stat^,  vol.  I  p.  374. 
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ffwrer  for  s<v«tr  years,  he  resigned  thM  high  office^  aaA 
retired  t«  his  didceBt^  whcve  he  j-enurixied  mOii  kit 
4eath,  irl^b  liapp^ntd  on  the  17tb  April,  1545.  Bi» 
8h«>p  Seetmrt  wes  a  karned  and  worthy  tnm,  *^  gwm 
to  vh-iwe,  ckatiktUe  to  the  poor,  and  Pioti^  to  th  mtty 
godd  tharfcV^ 

.  Sttriiig'  tbfr  rsigft  ef  Jamce  V.  Hector  Boethie*, 
Boece,  or  Boeis,  fioimdieL  Hs  w«i  tiie  itsi  firitteaipe) 
df  ikt  edlego  of  Abefltoiv  .«nd  Ub  oelcfbnty  eo  a 
scholar  and  niriter  icqviwa  eur  ^aitrcoiar  ooike. 

Ifcetcyr  Booco  wao  bora  in  Dundee  ia  Anga»*5htre 
(atiil^y  1470)/  s«id  diMieetiAed  foin  att  anckot  and  ho- 
noorablo  fatntly*  iUief  foitUng  his  odacatioK  in  tl)is 
ootrntry^  he  wa»  ^nt  lyf  Us  paroats  to>Pari^  where  be 
0eadi«d  ptiil06ophy,  and  beame  a  profesmr  in  the  toU 
lege  of  Moitttguet^  Daring  the  haf>py  period  of  his 
residence  in  that  seat.of  fearning  and  science,  he  was 
extrotisely  fortuffate  m  hie  ac4)aaintaiice  with  e»iinent 
men ;  and  ^  great  Erasmus,  whom  he  csUs  "  the 
spkfttdeur  aaid  emamenft  of  the  age/'  was  hie  frknd 
ami  oompanioii  UaHed  hy  a  similarity  of  dispoeitton 
and  ef  pofsaits^  they  contracted  a  frtendehip  that  en<* 
dured  thfoaglk  Hfe ;  and  by  frequent  correspondence 
iatercbanged  their  knowledge  mid  their  sentimenu. 

When  bfshpp  Elphinstoa  projected  the  college  of 
Aberdeen,  he  ^ed  his  choice  on  Boece  as  the  most 

fit 

*  Spottiswoode's  Church  History, 
f  M^KcDzie*8  Live*,  voL  ii,  p.  S7S. 
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fit  person  to  perforin  the  important  duties  of  principal. 
He  was  accordingly  called  from  Paris,  and  installed  in 
the  office.  His  labours  in  this  seminary  were  com* 
menced  in  conjunction  with  those  of  William  Hay, 
who  had  studied  with  Boece  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
whom  he  had  assumed  as  his  colleague.  By  the 
united  exertions  of  Boece  and  Hay,  the  university  ac- 
quired great  celebrity,  and  several  of  their  pupils  were 
deemed  the  first  scholars  of  the  age. 

Bishop  Elphinston  was  the  friend  and  patron  oF 
Boece,  who  became  his  biographer;  but  reflecting 
^at  many  eminent  men  had  filled  ihe  see  of  Aber- 
deen, previous  to  that  time,  he  devoted  a  volume  to 
their  lives,  which  is  jusUy  esteemed  a  valuable  work, 
and  was  published  at  Paris,  anno  1523,  by  Badius 
Ascensus.  In  a  few  years  afterwards,  he  produced 
'^  Scoiorum  Historia  ah  illius  Gentis  origme,*  which; 
was  also,  in  1526,  printed  at  Paris. 

Hector  Boece  did  not  long  survive  the  publication 
of  his  history  of  Scotland ;  but  the  precise  time  of  his 
death  we  are  unable  to  ascertain.  Among  authors, 
there  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  or 
defects  of  this  history.  His  style  is  acknowledged  by 
all  to  be  elegant  and  classical ;  but  the  perversion  of 
facts,  and  the  intermixture  of  fabulous  and  legendary 
stories  with  true  history,  have  greatly  diminished  the 
value  of  the  worjk,  as  well  as  detracted  from  his  cha- 
racter as  a  man  of  a  sound  and  penetrating  judgment.  I 

CHAPTER.     '        ' 
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[arra.n  hadb  regsnt^english  ako  french  factions— 
tubaty  for  the  marriage  of  queen  maritwith  the 

SON  OF  HENRY  VIII.<*TRBATY  ANNULI;ED— CIVIL  war--* 
FEITDS — F'RAZERS  ENTIRELY  CUT  OFF— EARL  OF  HUNTLY 
7R0TOST  OF  ABERDEEN— VARIOUS  PARTICULARS  RELA- 
TIVE TO  ABERDEEN— WAR  WITH  ENGLAND- BfARY  SENT 
TO  FRANCE— PEACE  WITH  ENGLAND— TIlB  COURT  A? 
ABEftDEBN,  &C.— INSURRECTIONfi  BY  THE  REFORMERS^ 
MOB  PROM  ANGUS  AND  MEARNS— DEMOLITION  OF  RBLI* 
OI0U8  HOUSES— SILVER  WORK  AND  ORNAMENTS  BELONG* 
INO  TO  ST.  NICOLAS'  CHURCH.]  \  ^  . 

*    *    *    ♦ 

tJAMES  V.  was  succeeded  by  his  daugbtei;  .Mary, 
who  was  only  ^even  days  old  when  he  died.  In  con* 
sequence  of  a  forged  will^  cardinal  Beaton  assumed  the 
gOTemment :  but  H^^ilton,  earl  of  Arran>  claimed 
the  regency^  in  consequence  of  consanguinity  to  the 
royal  house^  which  occasioned  a  contest  of  parties,  and 
Anran  finally  prevailed.    On  the  22d  December,  l5iS, 
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he  was  recognized  as  governor  of  the  kingdom^  and 
tutor  to  the  queen ;  and  the  cardinal  was  imprisoned. 

The  parliament  appointed  a  council  for  the  regent,, 
and  the  provost  of  Aberdeen  was  nominated  as  one  of 
that  body,  which  was  composed  of  men  of  opposite 
principles,  both  as  to  religion  and  politics.  The  ar- 
rangements for  the  government  of  the  kingdom  were 
injudiciously  settled,  iad  produced  corresponding  ef- 
fects. The  regent  was  weak  and  timid.  Two  power- 
ful parties  divided  the  people;  and  the  barons,  ac- 
cording to  their  inclination  or  intere^t^  attached  them- 
selves either  to  the  English  or  to  the  French  faction* 
Cardinal  Beaton  was  at  the  head  of  the  one,  and  the 
^tb^r  was  supported  by  the  influence  of  the  regent, 
the  Douglases,  and  the  reformers. 

The  chief  subject  of  dispute  between  the  two  fac- 
tions was,  the  disposal  of  the  qu6en.     Henry  of  Eng- 
land wished  to  match  her  with  his  son  £dward>  asc^Don 
as  she  arrived  at  a  prd))er  age ;  and  he  was  desirous  to 
cjiitain  the  custody  of  her  person,  that  th^  marriage 
might  not  be  frustrated  by  the  intrigues  of  the  French 
party.     A  treaty  of  marriage  was  accordingly  ar- 
ranged with  the  consent  of  partiament  and  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people ;  yet  thf  y  were  unwilling  to  de- 
liver her  into  the  bands  of  Henry,  whose  impetuous 
temper  ill  qualtfied  him  for  the  sufbtiitiea  of  political 
manoeuvre ;  and  his  scheme  was  overthrown  by  the 
refined  policy  of  the  cardmal,  who  by  arts,  imarigie, 
and  profound  address^  disoonoerted  the  fvc^ets  of  the 
Snglish  monarch.  . 
From  motive  of  mutual  interest,  a  reponcUiatsoA 

took 
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te<^  place  between  die  cardinal  and  Arran ;  but  the 
<^iiiion&aml  influence  ef  the  former  prevailed  in  the 
8ootiibtMiiHicil>and  tfaisin&iiiods  priest  again  directed 
tbe  afiUn  ef  the  Bation.  His  plans  -of  policy  were 
favourable  le  the  french  interest,  ;and  hostile  to  the 
refoinatieD«  The  marriage,,  and  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Sni^d,  were  annvitedi  by  the  pai4iament  w'hich 
•flteaibkd  in  December,  1543.  The  act  of  nuHity  is 
alili  extant,  and  it  wiyostly  hiames  Henry  for  a  breach 
ef  treaties  wliich  it  was  his  intereil  to  ftilfil :  but  it  is 
ersdent,  that  the  want  of  fiuth  is  to  be  attribnted  solely 
to  the  Scotisfa  government 

Hie  ^o  factions  had  recourse  to  arms^  Lennox 
hieaded  ^le  Bn^h  party,  and  the  regent  was  deroted 
to  the  Fffefich  interest.  They  came  in  contact  at 
GhtSgow,  where  Lennox  was  defeated,  aud  his  army 
dispersed.  The  English  monarch  was  greatly  ex- 
aaperated,  and  sent  a  powerful  army  by  sea,  which 
dehaiiced  at  Leith,  and  set  iire  to  Edinburgh.  In  the 
meaiitiine,  the  regent  collected  his  forces,  and  marched 
to  Bdinborgh  to  give  battle  to  the  English ;  but  they 
did  not  wait  has  approach,  and  hastily  embarking  the 
oae  kfAf  of  their  army,  the  other  retired  by  land  to 
Berwick*  The  regent  adtanced  towards  the  frontiers 
of  England ;  hot  suspecting  the  fidelity  of  Angus,  and 
the  ioNk  of  bis  party,  he  ingbriously  retreated  before 
tho  Engtish  army. 

The  regent  was  merely  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Beaton, 

who  wtas  more  anxious  to  suppress  the  doctrines  of  the 

reformers,  by  extirpating  heretics,  than  to  oppose  the 

inroads  of  the  English,  who  laid  waste  the  southern 

a  districts 
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districts  of  Scotland.  Bat  the  gallant  earl  of  Angus 
i:eproachecl  the  regent  for  being  misled  by  the  cardi-' 
nal  and  the  clergy>  in  opposition  to  the  better  advice 
of  the  ^nobility,  who  were  willing  to  sacrifice  their 
lives  in  defence  of  the  country^  and  desirpas  to  be  led 
against  the  English.  His  remonstrances  had  the  de- 
sired efiect ;  and  the  earl  and  regent  set  out  for  the 
southern  frontiers.  With  a  handful  of  followers  they 
encountered  the  English  at  Ancram  Moor,  on  the  17  th 
February,,  154-5,  and  defeated  them.  The  regent  re- 
warded those  who  had  contributed  to  the  victory,  and 
inviting  the  disailected  to  resume  their  allegiance  to 
their  lawful  sovereign,  then  returned  to  Edinburgh. 

Since  the  death  of  James,  the  reins  of  government 
were  but  feebly  held  by  the  weak  and  vacillating  Ar- 
ran,  who  was  unequal  to  the  arduous  duties  of  his  of- 
fice, and  a /laxity  in  the  execution  of  justice  occasion- 
ed the  revival  of  feuds.  \  The  north  of  Scotland  was 
embroiled,  by  the  disputes  of  rival  clans,  in  all  the 
horrors  of  family  warfare.  An  old  quarrel  had  subsist- 
ed between  the  Frazers  and  Clanronalds,  both  of  whom 
had  refused  to  acknowledge  any  dependence  on  the 
earl  of  Huntly,  who  had  been  appointed  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Huntly 
was  at  the  same  time  at  variance  with  the  earl  of  Ar- 
gyle,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  Highlanders  were  di- 
vided between  these  two  powerful  chiefs;  but  they 
came  to  an  accommodation  without  bloodshed,  and 
dismissed  their  followers.  While  returning  home,  the 
Frazers  were  attacked  by  the  Clanronalds,  with  supe- 
rior 
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rior  numbers,  and  entirely  cut  off,  so  that  the  name 
was  preserved  only  by  a  new  generation. 

The  earl  of  Huntly  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
citizens  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  elected  provost.  On 
the  i6th  January,  \5%5,  a  head-court  being  convened^ 
provost  Menzies  publicly  resigned  his  office  to  the 
community,  and  the  earl  of  Huntly  was  elected,  to 
continue  until  Michaelmas  next,  and  being  present 
took  the  great  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  office; 
and  to  defend  the  town's  liberties.  But  immediately 
after,  his  lordship,  with  consent  of  the  community- 
appointed  Thomas  JVleuzies  his  deputy,  of  which' 
office  he  accepted. 

In  the  years  1545  and  6,  George,  earl  of  Huntly,. 
was  continued  provost.  On  the  9th  November,  1 545, 
the  council  ordained,  that  the  white  and  claret  wine, 
lately  imported  in  a  French  ship,  should  be  sold  at 
one  penny  one-sixth  sterling,  per  pint,  under  pain  of 
escheating  the  wine.  From  Uie  frequent  intercourae 
with  France,  wine  was  in  great  abundance  in  Scotland, 
and  the  selling  price  seems  to  have  been  occasionally 
regulated  by  the  magistrates  of  boroughs.  On  the  7  th 
October,  1547,  the  council  ordained,  that  all  wine 
bought  at  <^i :  6  :  8  sterling,  per  tun,  should  be  re- 
tailed at  two-thirds  of  a  penny  sterling,  per  pint ;  if 
at  «£*!  :  1 3s.  sterling,  per  tun,  at  ten-twelfths  of  a  penny 
sterling  ;  and  if  at  L.2  sterling,  per  tun,  at  one  penny 
sterling,  per  pint*. — [See  Note,  p.  193.) 

Q^  At 

*  Th«  Scotch  pint  measure  contains  four  times  the  quantity  o£ 
the  English  pint. 
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^  At  MicbMlmts,  1547,  Thoum  MMzies  of  Pkfod- 
dels,  was  elected  pitnrost,  ivho  accepted  the  office, 
i«  be  hcU  only  dmrimg  tke  pteasme  ef  the  earl  of 
Huntbf ;  ind  on  the  same  condiiieft,  he  eonCiaiied  fbr 
ttezt  y«sr. 
Aprik  2f0lh,  1549,  The  whole  comnmiQfty  agreed 
^  to  tax  tikemflclvey  in  l^  sum  ef  L.85 :  6 :  8  Bttrfmg,  . 
to  eaaWe  tfacm  to  hive  400  sfool  men  for  defenAng 
the  tewA  9g$kmi  the  Bnglish*,  who  threatened  tor  at- 
tack it  dmng  the  eneoing  aummer.  Two  bailfes  w«re 
ordered  to  go  throogh  the  eky  and  iMpect  ereiy  boose, 
to  inquire  if  the  inhalHtaRfa  were  provided  with  proper 
arms  for  the  town's  defence*  On  the  same  day,  ibH 
freemen  of  the  boroogh,.  residing  en  the  hmd^vrard 
part,  were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  fo^  the  tomr, 
and  to  reffiain^ere  far  Ha  defence,  under  pam  of  1^ 
aing  ^ir  prifilegea. 

These  precaiitiona  eif  the  magistrales  ef  Abeftfcea 
fof  tbe  pcatection  of  the  towT>>  were  eietremely  necee- 
savy,  aa  the^  Engtivh  then  syaintarned  the  atrperiority 
at  aaa,  and  were  in  pessesmn  ^f  tbe  iaiand  of  Inch- 
keitii  f»  tie  Forth^  and  Broeghty  Caatle  en  the  Tay, 
wbach  had  been  re«victualled  and  reinforced ;  and  rt» 
garriaoii  had  surprised  the  town  of  Dandee.  Had- 
dington and  Bonbar  were  also  in^  possession  of  the 
SngHab ;  and  lord  Gray  was  at  tbe  head  of  a  sttDng 
amy  at  Roxborgh.  Under  these  drcinnstanees,  tbe 
inhabitants  of  Aberde^  bad  just  reason  to  apprefiend 
an  attack ;  and  the  magistrates  accordingly  prepared 
to  resist  it  by  biring  troops  and  arraying  the  citiaens. 
y  The  war  in  which  the  country  was  then  engaged, 

had 
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iiad  commenced  in  1^47.  Henry  VIII.  king  of  EnglancF^ 
died  in  January  that  year>  and  on  his  death-bed,  had 
recommended  to  his  ministers  the  completion  of  the 
match  between  his  son  and  Mary  of  Scotland,  by 
force  of  arms,  if  persuasion  should  fail. '  The  duke  of 
Somerset,  protector  of  England,  prevailed  on  the  coun- 
cil to  approve  of  a  war  with  Scotland,  for  which  he 
immediately  made  preparations,  and  entered  that  king*- 
dom  in  August,  at  the  head  of  eighteen  thousand  well 
disciplined  troops.  The  regent;  collected  the  whole 
force  of  the  country  to  oppose^the  pTotector ;  but  the 
native  valour  of  the  Scots  was  unequal  to  the  better 
discipline  of  the  English,  and  they  were  defeated  on 
the  10th  September,  at  Pinkie,  with  immense  slaugh- 
ter. The  regent  fled  to  Stirling  with  the  remains  of 
the  army.  The  protector  cruelly  wasted  the  country, 
and  then  returned  to  London,  with  his  spoils  and  his 
captives. 

The  war  was  continued,  and  Ibrd  Gray  advanced  jO' 
the  gates  of  Edinburgh,  A.  D.  \5iS.     At  this-  time  the* 
plague  was  making  great  havock  in  Scotland,  and  Oi 
general  despondency  pervaded  the*  kingdoms      The 
unfortunate  Mary  was  the  innocent  cause  of  the  war  ;- 
and  it  became  indispensably  necessary  to  adopt  some 
decisive  measure  as  to  the  disposal  of  her  person.     A 
parliament  was  accordingly  summoned  on  the 7  th  July, 
1-548,  and  the  French  party  obtaining  the  ascendancy 
in  that  assembly,  Mary  was  sent  to*  France,  and  be- 
trothed to  the  Dauphin>  the  eldest  son  of  Henry  11.    , 
The  object   of  contention  being  now  removed,  the 
£ngiisb  government  was  desirous  of  peace  with  the 
0.3.  Scots> 
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*  - 

ScoU»  an<  o&redL  t9  enter  inter  a  trace  for  tea  years 
with  tbbem.;  bnt  tbey  refosed  to  lUtea  to  any  terma  of 
accommodation^  unless  the  English  would  evaoMte  aU 
the  places  they  held  in  ScoUand*  The  war  was  tber«« 
ifore  contiaued  with  yarioua  success,  on  both  sides,  ua^ 
til  the  beginning  of  the  year  )d5p>  when  it  was  ter-r 
minated  by  a  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and 
England^  in  iivhich  the  Scots  were  included*.  But  to 
vetuxn  to  the  municipal  segulatsone  of  the  tovm  oC 
Aberdeen. 

For  the  years  1549, 5Q>  51,  52, 5%,  and  54^  Thomas 
Menaies  of  Pitibddel^  was  elected  provost  of  Aberdeen. 

On  the  2d  March,  1552,  the  whole  coBMnunity 
were  called  by  the  hand-bell  to  assemble  in  the  tot* 
booth  to  consider  of  a  proposal  to  let  in  feu  all  the 
lands  and  fishings  belonging  to  the  town.  Thomas 
jVIenzies,  Thomas  Chalmers,  Alexander  Rutherford, 
£pbert  Lumsden,  David  Marr,  Alexander  Knawles> 
and  Walter  Cullen,  were  unanimously  appointed  oom- 
missioners  for  that  purpose,  with  full  and  irrevocable 
powers. 

.  In  May,  the  same  year,  the  council  ordered  Aprcpmu 
to  be  given  to  the  queen-dowager,  the  governor,  and  the. 
lords  who  were  with  the  court  at  that  time  in  Ab«i- 
deen,  viz.  to  the  queen,  three  tuns  of  wine,  with. vrax  and 
spiceries  to  the  value  of  L.1  ;  2:  2  two*thii*ds  sterlii^. 
To  my  lord  governor,  three  tuns  of  wine,  two  lasts  ei 
.beer,  with  wax  and  spiceries  in  proportion.  To  the 
lords  who  are  in  their  train,  one  tun  of  wine,  and  half 
a  last  of  beer. 

Patrick 

•  Peace,  Mawh  204, 1550. 
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Patrick  Menzies  and  Thomas  Neilson^  who  were 
lords  of  BcHiaccon)  at  that  time,  were  allowed  ten  shil- 
lio^  and  a  tree  man's  ccHnposition,  to  indemnify  them 
for  ike  expences  they  ineurred  dttriag  the  residence 
of  ibe  ^een  and  court  in  Aherdeexk 

In  the  year  1552>  the  que^n-dowager^  and  the  go* 
vemor,  Arran*.  saade  a  progress  through  Scotland,,  as 
far  as  I»yerness>  f<Mr  the  purpose  of  holding  courts  aad 
distributing  justice.  They  remained  foF  some  time  in 
Aberdeen,  and  it  was  customary  oft  such  oGcasions  to 
make  presents  to  the  sorereign  and  his  attendants. 

For  the  years  1555^  6,  and  1,  Thomas  Menzies  was 
continued  provost.  On  die  20tb  May>  1555,  the  pro- 
Tost  and  bailie  Mar,  were  chosen  commissioners  to  re- 
present th«  borough  in  parliament;  and  L.1  :  13 :  4 
sterling,  was  allowed  to  th»  provost,  and  half  that  sum 
to  the  bailie,  to  defray  their  expences.  On  the  23d 
November,  1557,  provost  Menzies  was  again  appoint- 
ed to  represent  the  city  in  parliament.  In  that  parli- 
ament, the  queen's  marriage  with  the  dauphin  of 
France  was  taken  into  coiisiderati<us  ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  subject  excited  much  discussion.  The 
queen-regent  laid  the  French  king's  letter  to  the 
states  of  Scotluid  before  that  assembly,  which  met  on 
the  14Ui  December ;  and,  in  terms  of  the  letter,  com^ 
misstoners  were  appointed  to  witness  the  ceremony, 
which  was  performed  on  the  24th  April,  1 558,  by  the 
cardinal  of  BomrlHHk 

In  the  year  1557,  the  town  paid  L.33( #6:8  ster* 
ling^  in  ilea  of  military  service* 

Foi^ 
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For  the  years  1558-9,  Thomas  Menzies  was  conti- 
nued  provost. 

Th^  dbctrines  of  the  reformers  had  now  made  great 
progress  In  Scotland^  and  the  country  was  convulsed 
by  the  propagation  of  their  opinions.  Insurrections 
had  taken  place,  and  outrages  were  committed  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  tide  of  popular  pre- 
judice at  that  time  run  strongly  against  the  established 
religion^  and  the  mighty  fabric  of  papal  authority  was 
tottering  from  its  foundation. 

On  the  16th  June,  1558-9,  the  chaplains  of  St. 
Nicolas  appeared  before  the  magistrates,  who  were  as- 
sembled in  the  tol  booth,  and  presented  a  petition  to 
them,  representing,  that  they  were  well  informed  that 
certain  persons  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
at  their  own  hands,  and  without  any  authority,  de- 
stroyed kirks,  and  other  religious  places,  as  well  as  the 
ornaments  they  contained  ;  requesting,  therefore,  that 
the  magistrates  and  cotmcil  would  be  pleased  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  would  preserve  the  church  of  St.  Ni- 
colas from  destruction,  and  also  would  take  into  their 
sure  keeping  the  silver  work  and  ornaments  belonging 
to  it,  until  tranquillity  should  be  restored  to  the  coun- 
try by  the  suppression  of  such  tumultuous  and  disor- 
derly proceedings.  This  petition  being  read  and  con- 
sidered, the  magistrates  and  council  unanimously' re- 
solved, that  it  was  expedient  to  remove  froin  the 
church  the  silver  work  and  most  valuable  ornaments, 
that  they  might  be  put  in  sure  keeping.  An  inven- 
tory of  the  different  articles  was  ordered  to  be  made 
oufe  J  after  which  they  were  to  be  delivered bver  to  pro-' 

YOSt 
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vast  M^ns^tB,  Satid  Marr,  Patrick  Rutberfanf,  and  W!!* 
Kam  Cullfn,  for  preservation,  mnferthe  oblrgation  that 
tli«y  8koaI<f  again  retora  them  tothe  magiscrates  wben 
ca\kdfor. 

Thiimas  MettjBies  was  eonthnred  prof  oit ;  and  on  th6 
2&ib  I^cembtr,  1560,  the  magistrates  called  a  meet-* 
log  «f  the  ivbole  inhabitant  of  the  town,  ivhen  die 
yratest  stated  to  them,  that  be  had  tmdcubted  infor- 
ttitioii^.  tmft  eertahj  pttsotttf  ot  the  congtTigotiofi,  from 
the  cewiwics  of  Angus  trtdt  Mearns,  were  comrngto  the 
town,  with  an  intention  of  destrojrmg  the  chmtjhes, 
unier  the  preifftsct  of  a  rfformatfon  of  religion.  He 
therefere  reqticstcd  to  }Lnow  whether  thejr  wotrfd  sap- 
port  him  and  hts  assistants  in  resisting  these  peopt^, 
that  the  mhabilams  mtght  not  incur  the  displeasure  of 
the  soreretgD,  and  he  deemed  abettors  of  their  crimes ; 
at  the  same  time  ptotestrtrf,  that  if  they  did  not  concur 
with  him  and  his  friends  in  z  resolution  to  defend  th^ 
churches^  he  and. they  might  not  be  implicated  in  such 
atrocities;  and  accordingly  tqok  instruments  in  the 
presence  of  the  whol^  assembly* 

January  ^^tbt,  1560-1.  The.inhabitaitts  of  the  town 
being  assembled  in  the  tolbootb,  David  Marr,  trea- 
surer, represented  ta  the  meeting,  that  a  body  of  stran- 
gers, assisted  by  some  of  the  town's  people,  had  en- 
tered the  religious  houses  of  the  grey  and  black  friars, 
which  they  had  demolished ;  and  were  carrying  of! 
the  timber>  lead,  and  slafest,  of  these  monasteries.  He 
wished  therefore  to  know  if  the  meeting  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  preserve  the  renaains  of  the  timber  work, 
the  slates  and  stones,  of  these  houses,  and  [apply  the 

proceeds 
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proceeds  arising  from  a  sale  of  them  to  ttee  common 
good  ;  and  also,  whether  the  lands  and  funds  belong- 
ing to  the  grey  and  black  friars,  should  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  town's  use.  The  meeting  agreed,  and  it 
was  accordingly  ordered,  that  the  treasurer  should  in- 
tromit with  the  materials  of  the  monasteries^  and  the 
lands  and  funds  belonging  to  them.  A  proclamation 
to  that  effect  was  publicly  made  at  the  market  crosa^ 
and  the  meeting  bound  themselves  to  relieve  the  trea« 
surer  from  all  danger  or  loss  that  might  attend  his  in- 
terference with  these  subjects. 

January  13th»  The  inhabitants  being  assembled  \tt 
the  tolbooth,  they  ordered  that  the  keepers  of  the  sil- 
ver work  and  ornaments  belonging  to  St.  Nicolas* 
church,  should  deliver  up  the  same  to  Patrick  Ruther- 
ford, Alexander  Knowles,  John  Lawson,  and  Giihjert 
Molyson,  for  which  they  granted  a  recefpt  according 
to  the  following  inventory,  viz. 


lbs. 

ozs. 

mfirimis*' 

—The  euchariit,  weighing           -            4 

2 

Item. 

A  chalice  of  our  lady  of  pity,  do.           1 

3 

Item. 

Our  lady's  chalice  of  the  teuth  iaie,  do.  1 

3i 

Iceni. 

St.  Peter'a  chalice,  do.        -         -        0 

15\ 

Item. 

Two  pairi  of  censers  do.        -  ,      -    2 

6 

Item. 

Four  crowats,  and  a  little  ship,  do.         1 

o§ 

Item. 

A  chalice  of  St.  John  the  efangelist, 

do.            -            -            .             1 

14i 

Item. 

The  hospital  chalice,  do.         -         -      1 

14 

Item. 

Our  lady*8  chalice  of  the  brig  chapel, 

do.            -       ^     .            -          -1 

4 

Carried  forward,         IS 

H 

Item. 
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Ih.. 

0Z9. 

V        Brought  OTer, 

'   '15 

2J 

Item. 

St.  Duthac*8  chalice,  do. 

-  ,   0 

12i 

Item. 

St.  Nicolas*  chalice,  do.     - 

2 

7* 

Item. 

St.  Clemeot^s  chalice,  do. 

-      0' 

lOj 

Item. 

Th«  Rude  chalice,  do. 

1 

0 

20         OJ     , 

The  following  ornamental  articles  were  also  deli- 
Tered  over  to  the!  keepers,  viz. 

7nr/nm»— A  cap  of  fine  cloth  of  gold.  Item— Another  cap  of 
gold,freezed  with  red  velvet.  Item — A  ^ap;  a  chesabil  with 
two  tunicles,  haill  furnished  with  red  velvet,  flowered  and  in- 
dented with  gold.  ltem-»A  cap  and  chesabil  with  tunicles,  haiU 
furnished  with  gold,  freezed  on  green  velvet.  Item— Two  caps 
of  red  velvet,  orpheist  with  gold,  weighing— -SO  lbs.  4ozi. 

The  form  of  the  receipt  granted  for  the  above  arti- 
cles is  as  follows,  viz,  "  We,  Mr  Patrick  Rutherford, 
"  Alexander  Knowles,  John  Lawson,  and  Gilbert  Mo- 
"  lyson,  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  grant  us  to  have  re- 
"  ceived  by  the  hands  of  Gilbert  Menzies  Elder,  Gil* 
"  bert  Coliison,  Mr  George  Middleton,  and  the  said 
"  Gilbert  Molyson,  burgesses  of  the  said  burgh,  at 
"  command  and  ordinance  of  the  provost  s^d  haill 
'"  council,  the  great  eucharist  chalices  and  silver  work, 
"  together  with  the  caps  and  ornaments  specified,  of 
'*  St.  Nicolas'  parish  kirk  in  Aberdeen,  in  keeping; 
''  whilk  we  oblige  us  to  restore  to  the  said  provost 
^'  and  council  convened  in  semblable  manner  as  they 

"  wero 
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"  were^  by  their  ordinance,  when  they  require  ui 
*'  therefor.  To  the  which  we  oblige  us,  our  hem, 
"  executors,  and  assigneys,  conjunctly  and  severally^ 
*'  leally  and  truly«  but  fraud  or  guile/' 

On  the  same  day  that  the  siWer  work  and  omaments 
of  St  Nicolas'  church  were  delivered  to  Patrick  Ru- 
therford and  others,  the  council  ordained  that  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, chaplain  and  overseer  of  the  keepers  of  the  kirk, 
should  deliver  to  them  also  the  sacramental  piece  of 
velvet  figured  with  gold  ;  die  front  piece  of  the  high 
altar  of  red  damask ;  the  white  veil  of  linen  cloth ;  four 
velvet  cushions ;  the  cross,  with  the  silver  crucifix 
thereon ;  together  with  all  the  utensils  of  brass  within 
the  chapter.  The  couocil  also  ord^ved  John  Colliaon 
to  deliver  to  the  oomniissiQiiers  the  two  silver  crowns 
of  our  lady  and  her  son,  for  which  they  granted  a  re- 
ceipt. 

The  council  at  the  same  time  ordained,  that  the 
'  treasurer  should  appoint  four  men  to  guard  the  Grey- 
friars  church,  and  prev«iit  it  from  bdng  pulled  down ; 
«i  the  friars  had  abandoned  lite  church,  waA  consigned 
it  to  the  care  of  the  Aunicipality. 

On  the  nth  March,  the  inhabitants  were  convened, 
and  they  agreed  to  support  the  cot^x^gaHcn  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  power,  by  famishing  men  or  nv>ney  as 
the  council  should  deem  expedient  provided  nothing 
was  ta  be  undertaken  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of 
the  sovereign.  The  council,  in  consequence  of  this 
resoHitioB,  ordered  that  the  community  should  be  tax- 
ed to  the  amount  of  L.33  :  6 :  6  sterling,  to  maintain 

forty 
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soldiers  for  the  service  of  the  congregation  ;  and  Gil* 
bert  Molyson,  John  Tuledc^  William  Forbes,  An- 
drew Hunter,  and  Robert  Gray,  were  appointed  asses- 
sors and  collectors  of  the  tax. 

The  reformatioB  had  now  taken  efiect,  and-  it  is 
highly  necessary  to  review  the  causes  which  had  pro- 
duced, as  weir  as  the  progress  and  consequence's  of 
that  important  rerolntion,  which  shaltform  the  sub- 
ject of  a  separate  chapter* 


Ntie  to  page  183,]— Withih  fonr  years  after  Yhis  time,  the 
price  of  widci  was  regulated  by  statute.  It  was  enacted  by  act 
of  ^een  Mny^/iarL  5.  «»  11,  that  Bourdeauz  wine  tin]>orted  by 
the  east  seas,  should  be  sold  at  £.^20  Scots  per  tun,  or  10  pennies 
per  pint;  and  Rochell  wine,  zt  LAG  Scots  per  tun,  or  eight 
pennies  per  pint.  If  imported  by  the  west  seas,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  sold,  Bourdeauz  wine  at  Z.  16  per  tun,  or  a^eight  pennies 
per  pint ;  and  Rochell  wine,  at  X.  12  or  Z.  IS  per  tun,  or  at  six 
pennies  per  pint. 

This  act  prohiUu  th«  adulteration  of  wines— mentions  the 
great  quantity  that  is  daily  arrrving^— but  complains  of  the  high 
price. 


CHAPTEn 


CHAPTER  X. 


THE  RBFORMATlON  IN  SCOTLAND. 


Jr  OR  many  ages  the  autbof  ity  of  the  pope  Had  been* 
pafamocmt  in  the  Christian  charch ;  but  he  frequently 
jnternsingled  his  spiritual  power  with  the  civil  instijtu* 
tioM  of  nationsy  and  a  fulminating  bull  from  the  vice- 
gerent of  Christ,  occ^ionally  overawed  or  intimidated 
princes  and  potentates.  The  purity  of  the  original 
system  of  catholic  faith  was  gradually  debased  by  the 
iotrodoetion  of  gross  absurdities ;  and  the  unwise  in^ 
terference  of  the  head  of  the  church>  in  matters  purely 
temporal,  provoked  the  more  rational  part  of  mankind, 
whose  experience  had  contradicted  his  pretensions  to 
infallibility.  Bttt  power  is  intoxicating ;  and  the  Bo« 
nan  pontiffs  grasped  a  dominion  too  extensive  and  un- 
wieldy to  ensure  its  long  duration.  The  authority  of 
the  pope  was  only  formidable  when  supported  by  the 
weakness  and  prejudices  of  men  3  and  the  dawn  of 
R.2  literature 
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literature  shed  a  new  light  that  dispelled  the  charm 
which  had  enreloped  the  human  understanding  in 
darkne5(s  and  ignorance.  The  diffusion  of  the  ele- 
gant language  and  re^ed  sentiments  of  the  Greek 
and  Latili  authoiis,  introduced  a  taste  for  learnings  and 
a  love  of  inquiry,  that  spread  throughout  Europe^  and 
exposed  the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  Rome  to  severe 
investigation. 

The  sale  of  plenary  indulgences  which  Leo  X. 
committed  to  the  order  of  Dominicans  in  Germany*, 
aroused  the  envy  of  Martin  Luther,  \^ho  belonged  to 
the  Augustines,  and  he  furiously  assailed  the  whole 
fabric  of  church  government.  lie  made  converts  to 
his  opinions,  and  the  cry  for  reformation  resounded 
throughout  the  north  of  Europe  (anno  1517).  The 
ilame  spread,  and  in  a  short  time  reached  England. 
The  introduction,  however,  of  the  reformed  principles 
into  that  kingdom,  was  occasioned  by  the  vices  of-  its 
monarch.  Henry  VIIL  having  conceived  a  strong 
.  passion  for  Ann  'Boleyn,.  determined  to  divorcee  his 
wife,  Catherine  of  Arragon,  to  whom  he  bad  been 
married  eighteen  years.  The  pope  refused  to  sanction 
that  base  transaction,  and  Henry,  in  bis  resentment, 
assumed  the  title  of  Supreme  Head  of,  the  English 
Cbqrch.  He  appropriated  the  wealth  of  the  monas- 
teries to  himself,  and  alienated  their  possessions  to  se- 
etilar  purposes.  Although  his  motives  were  impure, 
^e  corrected  some  abuses,  and  his  resistance  to  the 
*  supremacy 

,    *  Dr..  C«ok*f  History  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  i  p,  1S4. 


^apfemoMiy  of  R^me,  wds  A»  prelude  to  the  reforma- 
tion itt  England. 

Ih  the  reign  of  JdtiMii  V.  the  docirines  of  Lnth^v 
were  secretly  propagated  in  Seotldnd^  and  bad  made 
e<MBiderabIe  progress  among  the  barons  and  the  p^o* 
pk.  The  political  stdfte  of  the  country  at  thftt  period^ 
facilitated  the  introduction  of  the  reformed  principles,, 
and  the  contest  between  the  monarchial  and  aristo- 
cratic interest,  tended  to  weaken  the  arm  of  govern-^^ 
mem,  which  only  feebly  supported  the  rights  of  the 
chnrth.  James  courted  the  ckrgy,  a«f  foiming  a  bar-^ 
Ffer  between  him  smd  the  nobles,  wbo,  on  the  other 
iiand,  naturally  inclined  to  the  people  as  their  firmest 
strpport.  The  clergy  were  detested  a»  the  feyourfte^'^ 
of  the  crown,  and  the  barons  envied  their*  wealth  and 
f(Ower,  which  they  wished  to  ai»ume.  The  new  opi- 
nions were,  therefore,  ^Kouraged  and  protected  front, 
political  considerations,  and,  in  a  few  years,  they 
sapp^  the  mighty  strticture  of  tho  Roman  church. 

Persecution  hsts  been  generally  resorted  to,  as  the 
best  means^  of  suppressing  innovations  in  religion,  but 
it  has  always  failed,  and  the  clergy  in  vmn  have  lighted 
ithc  faggot  to  consume  their  victims.  James  was  dis- 
posed to  agi^e  with  those  of  his  counsellors  who  ad- 
tised  a  vigorous  proscription  of  th.e  heretics,  and  he 
accordingly  determined  to  act  with  firmness  and  reso* 
Itttion. 

The  doctrines  of  the  reformation  had, spread  among, 

the  clefgy  as  well  as  among  the  laity ;  and  Patrick. 

Hamilton,  abbot  of  Feme,  was  the  first  who  suflered*. 

ji.3.  l*ike 


198  illSTOEY  OF  ABBRDBBSI^ 

Like  all  other  enthusiasts^  he  died  with  foititod« 
(29th  February,  1528),  and  was  deemed  a*  martyr** 
Henry  Forrest,  a  benedictine  friar,  was  the  next  vic- 
tim (A.  D.  1533),  Norman  Gourlay  and  David  Strat« 
ton,  two  private  gentlemen,  were  condemned  to  su0er, 
and  expired  in  the  flames,  anno  1 5S4'«  Keillor  and 
Beveridge,  two  Dominican  friars,  with  Sir  Duncan 
Sympson,  a  priest,  Robert  Forrester,  a  gentleman  of 
Stirling,  and  Thomas  Forrest,  vicar  of  Dollar  in  Perth- 
shire, were  condemned,  and  suffered.  Russel  and  Ken- 
nedy shared  a  similar  fate  at  Glasgow  (1539).  Car- 
dinal Beaton,  the  relentless  enemy  of  the  reformers^ 
obtained  the  condemnation  of  Sir  John*  Borthwick 
(1540),  in  a  numerous  assembly  of  the  nobility  and 
clergy  held  in  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Andrews ; 
but,  aware  of  his  danger.  Sir  John  refused  to  attend, 
and  was  only  burned  in  effigj^f.  New  defections  from 
the  church  were  discovered,  and  Cunningham,  Hamil- 
ton, and  the  celebrated  George  Buchanan>  were  impri- 
soned upon  suspicion  of  heresy,  and  probably  would 
have  died  at  the  stake,  if  they  had.  not  effectuated 
their  escape  by  flight. 

A  court  of  inquisition  was  projected  by  the  cardinal 
and  his  party,  and  formally  established  under  the 

sanction 


*  Hamilton  fnainuined,  among  other  notions,  **  That  a  man 
**  is  not  justified  by  works,  but  by  faith  only;  that  good  works 
**  make  not  a  good  man.'*— 5»  Dr.  Coei*i  Hhtoty  »/  the  J&« 
firmaihM^  vol.  i.  p*  145. 

'  t  ^*  8ti»rt*iHi»tor7of.theReformatioii|.p.  12* 
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saoctkm  of  govenunent.  To  allure  James  into  the 
measure,  they  promise4  him  ia  rich  booty  in  the  con- 
fiscation  of  the  property  of  the  reformed,  and  he 
yielded  to  their  solicitations*.  The  motives  by  which 
Jaj^esV.  was  then  actuated  to  support  the  Romish 
church,  were  no  less  disgraceful  than  thos^  that  had 
induced  Henry  of  England  to  disclaim  the  papal  su* 
premacy*  They  were  both  interested,  not  for  the  sake 
of  religion,  but  to  acquire  riches,  and  it  was  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  either,  whom  they,  plundered.  The 
morality  of  kings  has  been  often  questioned;  and 
when  they  have  not  been  restrained  by  the  fixed  prin« 
ciples.  of  a  free  constitution,  they  have  generally  be* 
come  the  enemies  of  the  happiness  of  mankind. 

Sir  James  Hamilton,  of  Fennard,  was  appointed  pre- 
sident af  the  inquisitorial  tribunal,  and  the  heretics 
dreaded  his  severity f.  But  they  contrived  to  ruin  him 
hy  a  false  accusation  of  treason,  and  he  was  tried,  con* 
denmed,  and  executed  |.  The  court  of  inquisition  was 
BOW  at  an  end  i  and  by  the  death  of  Hamilton,  the  re« 
formers  obtained  a  victory. 

Henry  of  England  countenanced  the  reformers,  of 
&otland,  and  with  their  assistance  intrigued,  through 
his  ambassador.  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  at  the  court  of  James, 
wliDm  he  wished  to  detach  from  the  pope  and. the  em- 
pecor,  Charles  V.§     He  represented,  that  the  wealth 

of 

•  Dr.  Cook*a  History,  voL  L  p.  205. 

•f^  Dtr.  Stttut*t  History  oC  the  RefbrmatioD,  p*  13« 

i  Ibid,  p.  15. 

S^  Dr.  Cook's  History,.  voL  i,  p.  19^. 


^  the  claxrth  wottld  abuQ^anlly  fill  lli»  edflftts,  ftiid  U^ 
foni  hitQ  a«i  inexhaustible  harrert  of  booiy^if  he^esto*^ 
Mished  the  reformatioii.  But  the  policy  of  BetCoii 
eoumeracted  the  projects  of  Henry,  aii4  the  clergy. 
appealing  to  the  avarice  of  Jaitoefti  offered  hkn  a  y^»fy 
pension  of  fifty  thousand  crowns^  at  the!  same  time  aa-^ 
curing  him  that  one  htindred  thotmaDd  more  i^oukl  be 
drnnaalfy  lodged  in  the  esechequer  from  the  perseortioti 
^f  heretics^.  The  influence  of  the  clergy  pre? atled, 
and  James  entered  into  a  war  With  Henry.  ' 

The  state  was  convulsed  by  the  animosities  of  fhc^ 
different  orders.  The  clergy  were  contending  foi^ 
their  power,  thtf  ir  wealthy  or,  perhaps;  their  existence, 
and  thenobility  wished  to  share  the  accmmrlated  spoils 
of  the  chcrrch«  The  former  were  justified  in  the  main- 
tenance of  their  rights  by  the  law  of  the  country,  and 
a  long  prescription  }  but  the  latter  were  actuated  hy 
motives  of  personal  aggrandizement.  The  cause  of 
religion  was  a  pretence  that  equally  served  the  viewsr 
of  both  parties;  and  the  •'good  thingsrof  tW»  worWP 
were  the  real  objects  of  contention^. 

When  James  V.  died  in  i542,  csHrdinal  Beafon  as- 
itemed  the  regency,  but  was  soon  supplanted  by  the 
better'pretensions  of  Uamrl ton,  earrl  of  Arran,  who  wa^ 
supposed  to  be  favourable  to  the  reformation.  He  eh* 
tertained  fti  hirf  house  two  celebrated  preacheri^tj  who 
weropermitted  to  declaim  against  the  errors  of  popery  {,. 

But 

♦  Br.  Stuart's  Mtitofy,  p.  17. 
t  John  Rough,  artd  Thomas  Williams, 
itfr.  tofiltV  History,  voL  h  f.i^i, 
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Bot  family  interest,  and  the  intrigues  of  the  queen- 
dowager  and  her  party,  produced  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween hm  and  Beaton,  and  he  became  devoted  to  tbe 
French  faction.  He  regretted  his  apostacy,  and  was 
anxious  to  be  again  received  into  the  bosom  of  the 
church ;  "accordingly,  he  publicly  renounced  atStirliifg 
"  the  opinions  of  the  reformed,  and  received  absolution 
"  from  the  hands  of  the  canlinalV  To  shew  his  sin- 
cerity in  his  new  professions,  he  determined  to  undo 
all  his  former  services  in  the  cause  of  the  reformation, 
and  procured  an  act  to  be  passed  in  parliament  for  the 
persecution  of  heretics.  Cardinal  Beaton  obtained 
from  the  pope  the  dignity  of  legate  a  Uiteref,  (1545,) 
which  conveyed  the  highest  ecclesiastical  authority, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  regent,  proceeded  with 
▼igour  to  extirpate  heresy.  The  town  of  Perth  was 
the  theatre  of  thefrfirst  operations. — Robert  Lamb  was 
hanged  ;'and  Anderson,  Reynold,  Finlayson,  and  Hun- 
t€r,  suilfered  a  similar  death.  A  woman  of  the  name 
of  Stitice  was  drpwned  in  a  pool,  and  several  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  town  were  banished.  The  cardinal 
^vas  no  less  active  in  the  other  paru  of  his  diocese ; 
but  the  amiable  George  Wishart  was  the  only  other 
victim  whose  blood  was  shed  by  the  orders  of  Beaton 
( \  St  March,  f546),  for  soon  after  the  death  of  Wishart, 
the  cardinal  was  assassinated  within  his  own  palace  at 
St.  Andrews,  by  Norman  Leslyrand  a  small  band  of 

conspirators,  mi  the  29th  May,  1546^. 

The 

•  Dr.  Stnart's  Hittory,  p.  S4.  f  iHid.  p.  42. 

}  See  a  iairtki>l«r  accoun^of  this  traasacttoo  in  Dr»  Cook's 
Hiltorjr,  vol.  L  p.  300,  et.  tej. 


Tlie  aumdsimd€  Seaton  wtte  protected  by  the  re- 
fermers,  ivh(p  deemed  bis  muviar  a  mcrhorioue  deed  ; 
«id  Jelm  Roogb,  who  had  formerly  been  chaplain  to 
tiie  re^t,  with  John  Knox,  who  soon  after  became  ao 
celebrated,  joined  them  in  the  castle  of  St.  Andrews, 
wi^ieh  they  defended  agahist  M  the  power  of  the  go- 
vemmefil.  Knox  faflminated  his  anathenaas  against 
pepery  with  great  suceesS)  and  daily  made  cboyert^ 
among  the  people  of  St.  Andrews^  and  all  who  heard 
him;  The  castle^  however,  was  compdted  to  «ir- 
render  (l?th  July,  1547),  by  a  Fresch  force  that  in- 
vested it  by  sea  and  land.  The  garriaon  were  carried 
to  France,  some  of  whom  were  imprisoned,  and  othersji 
with  Jehn  Knox,  were  sent  to  work  in  the  g^Ues. 

The  surrender  of  the  castle  of  St.  Andrews  gave  a 
seri^tis  blow  to  the  protestant  interest  in  Scotland  ; 
Inrt  the  cfoantry  being  involved  in  a  disastrous  war 
Wfth-England,  the  persecution  of  heresy  was  overlook^ 
ed  amidst  more  important  considerations,  and  the  prin- 
dplBsfofthe  refonnatMii  were  silently  and  gradually 
mitking  pi^gresst  A  relaxation  of  ecclesiastical  disci« 
pline  had  prevailed  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
from  circumstances  of  urgent  necessity.  '  But  when 
peace  was  restored  iii  1 550,  the  regent  found  leisure  to. 
renew  the  work  of  persecution,  and  Adam  Wallace  was 
brought  to  trial  in  the.  church  of  Blaekfrtars  ift£din« 
borgh.*--He  was  condemned,  and  suffered  at  the  ^ako 
amidst  the  contumelious  insults  of  the  clergy. 

The  regent  continued  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the 
rerormati<m  with  no  common  zeal;  and,  in  1581,  ob- 
tained an  act  of  parliament  to  be  passed,  for  holding 

the 
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tb«  subjects  4>f  tke  vealm  in  the  true  catholic  faitli^  by 
ferfeiting  the  goods  of  diose^  who>  being  eKCommuiii- 
caHed,  8iK>uld  delay  to  reconcile  themselTestothe  holy 
church.  The  segent  made  a  progress  throvgh  ScoU 
land  in  1^52^  accon^anied  by  the  qneen-dowager/fer 
diq  purpose  of  ddstributing  jastice ;  bnt  his  rapacily 
spared  neither  protestant  nor  €atholic>  and  his  iynsEfRf 
ezeitod  the  contempt  and  abhorrence  of  aU  parties. 
In  the  following  year  he  resigned  Iftie  leins  of  gexrem* 
aieoi  intie  the  hands  hf  the  queen^wager ,  stipulattngj 
^lat  -he  should  retain  his  dnchy  and  pension^  and  tint 
ao  account  should  he  talkien  of  his  adninistration. 

By  tbe^ath  of  Edwiird  VI.  his  sister  Mary  sue- 
oeeded  to  the  throne  of  England*  She  was  a  Inrioas 
bigot,  and  restored  the  Roman  Catholic  worship  in  theit 
kingdom.  Her  peraecutions  drore  many  of  the  po^- 
testants  to  Scotland,  among  w^m  were  several  preach 
ers.  They  ^eHifte4  themselves  to  the  reformers,  and 
greatly  promo^d  the  cause  by  their  ^eisterity  and  «d« 
dress.  The  removal  of  Arran  had  weakened  the  pow^t 
ef  the  dburchy  and  the  reforjftegs  were  now  too  nvme- 
reos  and  too  determined  to  be  easily  overawed.  John 
Knox  again  appeared  j«song  them,  and  many  of  the 
mobility  and  gentry  invited  him  to  their  liouses,  and 
partoc^  whh  him  in  the  ordinances  ef  the  gospel  lae^ 
cording  to  the  re6»fnied  method:  Knorx  possessed  a 
bold,  an  intrepid,  and  a  daring  sjwrit,  which  no  terrow 
could  daunt,  and  no  dangers  could  alarm.  Fearlese 
and  undismayed,  he  firmly  avowed  his  hatred  to  the 
church  of  Rome,  by  openly  assailing  her  doctrines^ 
her  canons,  and  institutions.    He  was  -summoned  to 

appear 
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appear  before  an  ecclesiastical  court  to  be  held  in  the 
charch  of  Blackfriars  in  Edinburgh,  and  he  attended 
on  the  appointed  day,  accompanied  by  a  numieroas 
body  of  his  adherents  ( 1 5th  May,  1 556).  The  [nriest- 
hood  were  intimidated,  and  did  not  choose  to  proceed 
in  the  prosecution,  which  so  emboldened  Knox,  that  he 
publicly  declaimed  to  crowds  in  the  capital  city  of 
Scotland.  The  earl  of  Glencaim,  who  had  adopted 
the  Qpinions  of  this  reformer,  prevailed  on  the  earl 
Marischal  to  hear  him  preach,  and  he  also  became  a 
convert  The  former  delivered  a  letter  from  Knox 
to  the  queen-regent  on  the  subject  of  the  reformation^ 
which  she  treated  with  disdain.  In  the  ipeantime,  he 
received  an  invitation  to  take  charge  of  the  English 
congregation  at  Geneva,  which  he  accepted.  *The 
clergy  were  encouraged  by  his  departure,  and  they 
again  cited  him  "  when  they  were  certain  he  could 
"  not  appear,  condemned  him  as  a  heretic,  and  ordered 
''  him  to  be  burned  in  effigy  at  the  cross  of  Edin* 
5'  burgh  V 

.  In  the  absence  of  Knox — Hurlaw,  WHlocks,  Meth« 
ven>  and  Douglass,  were  the  champions  of  the  protest* 
ant  cause.  Desertions  from  popery  occurred  daily  in 
every  town  and  village ;  and  many  members^  of  the 
church,  both  secular  and  regular,  embraced  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  reformation.  The  zeal  of  the  populace 
broke  forth  in  acts  of  wanton  outrage,  and  everywhere 
ttie  priests  were  insulted  in  the  most  indecent  manner, 

at 

*  i)r.  Cook,  vol  ii.  p.  15» 
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at  the  instigation  of  the  protestant  preachers.  The 
goyernment  was  feeble,  and  the  reformers  were  power- 
ful from  their  numbers^  their  ardour,  and  their  enthu- 
siasm. Men  of  consideration  now  courted  them ;  and 
the  earl  of  Glencairn,  the  lord  Lorn,  Erskine  of  Dun, 
and  Stewart,  prior  of  St.  Andrews,  offered  to  be  their 
leaders.  They  entered  into  a  correspondence  with 
John  Knox,  who  advised,  exhorted,  and  encouraged 
ibem  to  persevere  in  the  great  work  of  reformation. 
A  bond  of  agreement  was  formally  entered  into  (2d 
December,  1557),  which  is  denominated  '*^  The  First 
Cbvenant/*  and  all  tliose  who  favoured  their  opinions 
were  invited  to  subscribe  it.  The  earls  of  Argyle> 
Glencaim,  and  Morton,  with  Lorn  and  Erskine,  were 
the  first  who  sanctioned  this  deed  with  their  signa- 
tures*, and  they  now  assumed  the  inqtosing  appellation 
of  the  Congregation  qf  Christ. 

After  the  leaders  of  the  reformation  had  subscribed 
the  covenant,  they  pressingly  urged  John  Knox  to  re- 
turn to  Scotland,  and  solicited  John  Calvin  of  Geneva 
to  enforce  their  entreaties.  The  clergy  were  alarmed, 
and  they 'made  another  effort  to  suppress  heresy,  by 
the  trial,  condemnation,  and  execution  of  Walter  Mill, 
a  decrepid  and  debilitated  old  man.  He  suffered  with 
fortitude  and  resignation,  and  this  unnecessary  act  of 
severity  exposed  them  to  general  reprehension^  The 
reformers  now  became  furious^  and  rather  than  submit 
to  /artber  oppressions,  resolved  to  vindicate  their  cause 
s  ♦  by* 

*  Dr,  Cook*!  HiBtpryj  vol,  ii.  5^  31, 
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by  the  sword.  Bat  it  was  prudent  to  ascertain  their 
strength,  and  accordingly  emissaries  were  dispatched 
throughout  Scotland  to  inflame  the  people,  and  to  ob- 
tain signatures  to  the  new  covenant.  The  leaders 
were  supported  by  immense  numbers,  who  were  at- 
tracted by  the  love  of  change — animated  by  zeal — 
and  actuated  by  considerations  of  personal  interest. 
But  before  they  should  proceed  to  extremities,  they 
deemed  it  advisable  to  address  the  queen-regent  in 
Ihe  language  of  supplication,  and  peaceably  to  re- 
quest a  redress  of  grievances.  A  manifesto,  and  ar- 
ticles of  reformation,  were  accordingly  drawn  up,  and 
presented  to  the  queen  by  Sir  James  Sandilands  of 
Calder  (anno  1558).  Their  demands  tended  to  over- 
throw the  whole  fabric  of  the  church,  and  she  was 
sufficiently  perplexed,  but  thought  it  the  most  prudent 
plan  to  temporise  with  the  congregation;  assuring 
their  commissioner,  that  every  thing  they  could  legally 
demand,  should  be  granted  to  them,  and  that  in  the 
meantime  they  might  employ  the  vulgar  tongue  in 
their  religious  exercises,  which  was  one  of  their  chief 
requests. 

,  The  meeting  of  parliament  approached,  and  the  con* 
gregqition  resolved  to  petition  the  three  estates,  and 
hastily  drew  up  certain  articles,  which  they  wished  to 
be  passed  into  a  law.  They  desired  that  all  the  acts 
against  heresy  should  be  abrogated — that  the  clergy 
should  have  only  the  poiver  to  accuse — and  that  all 
^transgressions  in  matters  of  faith  should  be  decided 
i>pon  by  the  temporal  judge ;  and,  "  in  fine,  they  re« 
*Jl  quested,  that  no  protestant  should  be  condemned  for 

I'  heresy. 
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^  heresy,  wiihout  being  convicted  by  the  "JoordqfGod,  qf 
*'  the  want  of  that  faith  which  is  necessary  to  salvation*  J^ 

These  articles  were  presented  to  the  queen-regent 
for  her  approbation ;  but  she  objected  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  proposal  at  that  time,  and  used  the  same 
arguments  to  evade  compliance  with  their  requests,  as^ 
have  been  since  employed  by  modern  ministers  of 
state,  to  elude  the  petitions  of  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain for  a  just  and  equal  representation  in  parliament. 
She  stated  the  dangers  of  innovation,  mid  recommended  it 
tathem  to  wait  for  a  tnorf  convenient  oppoftttnitjf  qfprcs" 
sing  their  purposes. 

The  leaders  of  the  congregation  were  dissatisfied 
with  this  answer,  and  they  began  to  suspect  the  sin- 
cerity of  the -queen-regent.  Without  her  consent, 
their  petitions  could  not  be  passed  into  a  law,  although 
carried  in  parliament.  They  therefore  did  not  present 
them;  but  caused  a  solemn  declaration  to  be  read 
there,  in  the  form  of  a  protest,  in  whicb  they  inti- 
xyiated,  that  if  iasurrections  and  tumults  should  dis-* 
torb  the  realm,  and  If  abuses  should  be  corrected  b^ 
violence,  all  the  guilt,  disorder,  and  inconvenience 
thence  arising,  should  not  be  ascribed  to  them,  but  to 
those  solely  who  had  refused  to  redress  their  wrongs: 
This  protest  fully  developed  the  views  of  the  |:ongrega« 
tion,  and  was  a  species  of  manifesto  tantamount  to  a 
declaration  of  war,  or  at  least  betrayed  a  determined 
resolution  to  enforce  their  claims  at  the  l:^azard  of  re< 
bellion. 

'    .   '      s2      \  SucH 

•  Br.  Stuart's  Hiitory,  p.  106,    • 
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Such  bold  and  unequivocal  language  could  not  fail 
to  impress  the  queen-regent  with  a  just  sense  of  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  government^  and  with  the 
full  conviction  that  the  protestants  were  resolved  ta 
carry  matters  to  an  extremity.  She  prepared  accord- 
ingly to  maintain  her  authority,  and  to  defend  an  in- 
sulted government  to  the  utmost  of  her  power.  The 
preachers  were  the  peculiar  objects  of  her  resentment* 
and  citations  were  sent  to  theih  to  appear  at  Stirling, 
to  answer  to  the  charges  which  might  be  preferred 
against  them  (anno  1359}.  In  the  meantime,  the  re* 
formation  was  established  at  Perth,  the  inhabitants  of 
that  town  having  publicly  embraced  the  new  opinions. 
The  preachers  prepared  to  obey  the  citations,  and 
marched  towards  Stirling,  accompanied  by  ah  immense 
concourse  of  their  friends.  Tlie  queen-regent  was  in- 
timidated, and  to  prevent  the  dreadful  consequences 
that  might  ensue  from  the  trial  of  the  preachers,  it  is 
said,  she  agreed  to  abandon  the  prosecution  against 
them.  The  multitude  dispersed,  and  the  barons  and 
gentlemen  of  the  congregation  remained  at  Pertfajj 
which  was  the  hot-bed  of  the  reformation. 

The  pi^eachers,  however,  were  denounced  rebels  by 
the  government,  for  non*appearauce  on  the  day  of 
trial,  notwithstanding  the  agreement  with  the  queen- 
regent^  which  the  congregation  certainly  deemed  va- 
lid, but  which,  if  it  ever  existed^  was  evidently  e;c* 
torted  by  threatenings  and  terror.  At  this  important 
period,  John  Knox  arrived  at  Perth  (May  1 1th,  1559)m 
9nd  thundered  against  idolatry '^^  His  sti^e  of  decla- 
mation 
*  Pr.  CooVt  History,  vol.  li.  p.  T8, 
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ijiation  wad  composed  of  vulgar  expressions,  and  gross 
abuse.  It  suited  the  rabble,  whom  he  inflamed  to  mad-; 
ness,  and  they  operated  upon  his  principles.  The 
monasteries  of  the  Carthusians,  the  Grey  and  Blacks 
friars,  were  demolished,  and  the  sacred  utensils,  with 
every  thing  within  the  walls  of  these  edifices^  were* 
eagerly  seized  by  the  plunderers^.  The  rage  for  de- 
struction spread,  and  in  Cupar  in  Fife,  the  church>. 
with  its  pictures  and  altars,  was  defaced.  Matters 
were  now  brought  to  an  extremity,  and  both  parties 
prepared  for  war.  The  gentlemen  of  Fife^  Angus,  andi 
Meams,^  with  their  dependents,  joined  th^  ^standard  of 
rebeMroBy  and  formed  a  camp  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Perth.  The  earl  of.GIencairn  hastened  to  it  with* 
2500  men  from  the  shire  of  Ayr.  The  governments 
was  overawed,  or  wanted  energy,  and  a  treaty  took. 
place  between  the  reformed  and  the  que  en- regent 
(29th  May,  1559).  The  most  important  article  of 
this  treaty  was,  that  in  the  approaching  assembly  ofi 
sa  tha' 


*Dr.  Cook,  who  10  ^neral  speaks  favourably  of  John  Knox;, 
and  in  variotis  instances  ably  apologizes  for  his  violence,  does 
not  seem  to  be  comviticed'ituLt  he  was  entirely  innocent  in  regard* 
ta  the  burning  cyf  ^e  monasteries  of  Perth.  He  says^,  vohii.  p.  79, 
**  These  ontrsgev  were  committed  by  the  people  in  of^sition,  aj 
**  Kmcx  menimf,  tathe  admonitions  of  the  preachers,. and  to  the^. 
**  orders  of  the  magistrates.  He  probably  intended  this  observaT^ 
"'  tion  as  an  apology  for  the  higher  classes  of  the  protestants*;  but 
**  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he  himself  vehemently  condemned 
**  what  had  been  done,  /or  At  soon  afterwards  instigattd  those  ivA»* 
**  kuardhm  to  siatUar  destrtutioM.** 
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the  three  estates^  the  work  of  the  lefoimatiMi  should 
be  finally  estabKshed. 

The  congregation>  howerer,  suspectiag  the  slusee* 
rity  of  the  queen^regent,  still  fiirther  strengthened 
themselves  by  entering  into  a  new  bond  of  union  «i|d 
support,  whicb  they  termed  '^  The  Sectind  CovetmH^*^ 
.  (31st  May,  1559).  The  queen-regent  is  accused  o£ 
having  broke  faith  with  the  congregation;. and  it  i» 
certain,  that  she  seized  and"  garrisemod  the  town  o£ 
Perth  with  French  soldiers,  aad  banished  sone  of  th» 
inbst  turbulent  of  the  inhabitants^  The  reformns  re* 
ceived  a  great  accession  of  strength  in  the  earl  of  At* 
gyle,  said  the  lord  James  Stewart,  who  at  this  time  de-> 
serted  the  ^court  and  joined  them ;  and  the  preachers 
were  uncommonly  assiduous  in  exciting  the  people  to  acts 
of  outrage.  John  Knox  was  the  most  conspicuous  and 
the  most  persevering  agent  of  the  whole,  in  thebarba-^ 
rous  transactions  of  those  times.  He  harangued  the 
mob  in  St,  Andrews,  and  the  consequence  was^  tbat  all 
the  churcKes  of  that  city  were  divested  of  their  orna- 
ments and  grandeur,  and  the  monasteries  of  the  Do^ 
minican  and  Franciscan  friars  were  demolished*. 

The  queen-regent,  astonished  and  indignant,  deter-, 
sdined  to  suppress  these  violent  proceedings,  and  or« 
dered  her  troops  to  assemble  at  Cupar  in  Fife.  But 
the  lords  of  the  congregation  were  active,  and  collect- 
ed a  force  that  outnumbered  her  army,  and  she  was 
once  more  .compelled  to  submit  to  a  humiliating  truce, 

as 

?  Dr.Stum'i History,  p.  1^. 
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as  a  pielode  to  a  peaee.  The  e^uce,  however,  expired 
without  producing  peace,  and  the  congregation  pur* 
sued  dSmsiye  operations.  They  beiieged  and  topic 
the  town  and  garriaoa  of  Perth.  The  succett  of  theiv 
first  exploit  raised  their  hopes  and  expectations  ;  an4 
the  furious  multitttde  doomed  the  destruction  of  the 
palace  and  ahbey  of  Scone*.  The  hardy  John  Knox 
hesitated,  and  it  is  said,  thai  he  wtshed.Jto  save  these 
noble  edifices,  but  we  can  scarcely  heUete  that  he  was 
sincere,  and  the  flames  levelled  them  with  the  ground. 
TTie  monasteries  of  the  town,  and  in  the  neighbouchood 
of  Stirling,  shared  a  similar  fate.  The  fine  ahbey  of 
Cambttstcenneth  was  no  mere  riespectsd  than  others  ; 
and  over  the  smoking  ruips  of  these  stately  structures^ 
the  gloomy  mind  of  the  protestant  contemplated  with 
sayage  pleasure  the  downfal  of  popery. 

After  remaining  three  days  at  Stirling,  the  congre^ 
gation  marched  to  LinliUigow,  and  thence  to  £din^ 
burgh.  Havock  followed  in  their  train ;  and  terror* 
struck,  the  queen-regent  fled  to  Dunbar.  In  the  mo« 
sasteries  every  thing  that  the  piety  of  ^nerations  had 
consecrated  as  sacred,  was  destroyed ;  but  whatever 
was  of  value  and  use  was  seiaed  and  carried  ofi*  by  the 
professors  of  a  new  morality. 

The  congregation  resolved  to  remain  for  some  time 
in  the  seat  of  government ;  and  after  purifying  the 
churches  from  the  pollutions  of  popery,  they  appointed 
preachers  of  their  own  principles  to  expound  to  the 

people 

*  Da  Cook*»  Hiiterx,  vol.  il  2*  *^^ 
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people  the  mild  and  benign  docttines  of  the  gospeh 
From  the  character  of  their  leader,  John  Knox,  we 
may  covjectore  the  nature  of  the  humanity  they 
taught,  and  the  religion  they  practised.  To  arouse 
the  minds  of  the  people  to  a  sense  of^uty,  the  queen- 
regent  issued  a  proclamation,  ordering  the  congrega- 
tion to  retire  from  Edinburgh  within  six  hours.  She 
declared,  that  their  object  was  to  subvert  the  govern- 
ment under  cover  of  religion,  and  appealed  to  their 
atrocities  as  a  convincing  proof  of  their  intentions*. 
The  protestants  answered  this  proclamation,  by  an  ad- 
dress to  the  queen- regent  (2d  July,  1559),  in  which 
they  stated,  that  they  did  not  wish  to  usurp  the  sove- 
reign authority,  but  only  to  promote  and  set  forth  the 
glory  of  God,  and  to  defend  the  true  preachers  of  his 
word.  To  satisfy  her  that  their  views  were  confined, 
to  religious  objects,  alone,  they  proposed  a  conference 
by  commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  terminating  all 
disputes.  The  court  assented  to  this  proposal,  and 
commissioners  from  both  parties  met  accordingly  at 
Preston,  but  they  came  to  no  conclusion,  and  the 
queen-regent  marched  with  her  army  to  Edinburgh. 
The  troops  of  the  congregation  had  gradaaily  dimi* 
nished  in  numbers  from  inactivity,  or  more  probably, 
from  the  want  of  regular  pay,  and  a  deiure  in  each 
man  to  secure  at  home  the  plunder  he  had  obtained  by 
acts  of  sacrilege  and  impiety.  It  is  certain,,  however, 
that  they  were  in  no  situation,  to  oppose  the  queen-^ 

regent. 

•  Dr.  Cook'siliitorj,  p..  MO?. 


HISTO&V  OF  ASSBDBSK.  Qil 

regent  by  arms^  and  to  avert  the  danger  that  threat* 
ened  them>  they  proposed  terras  of  accommodatioii^ 
and  a  treaty  was  aGCordkigly  ratified  on  the  S^th  Jaly» 
1559. 

It  was  stipulated  on  the  part  of  the  congregation^. 

that  Edinburgh  should  be  open  to  the^  queen-regent  ;• 

that  the  palace  a^d  ioftrumefits  of  coinage  should  be. 

delivered  up  t^  ^jr;  liiat  the  protestant  lords  aad. 

people  should  obey  Ibelaws^  mi  ahsteia  from  injuring^ 

papist^,  or  d^^troyiog  ehurehesj  religious  houses>  and^ 

^magea^      On  ti)e  part  of  the  (]tieen*regent^  it  was 

agre6d»  that  Wk  gatnson  i^  French  iir  Scotish  mer* 

ceiiari«;s  should  enter  into  the'  city  of  Edinburgh,  and- 

that  tba  inhabitants  should  adopt  the  reformed  religion 

or  popery  at  pleasure,  and  that  in  other  places  of  the 

hingdom,  a  similar  indigence  should  be  allowed  to 

^e  protestants  and.  their  preachers* 

The  leaders  of  the  congregation  prorlainied  by 
sound  of  trumpet!,  the  particular  articles  of  the  accom- 
mod^on  with  the  queen-regent*;  and 'then  proceeded 
to  Stirling,  where  they  held  a  council  on  the  state  of 
their  affadrs.    Pretending  to  be  still  suspicious  of  the 

sincerity 


•  This  proc.laraation  misrepresents  the  terms  of  the  treaty* 
and  throughout  bears  a  spirit  of  turbulence,  disaffection,  and  re- 
bellion, that  plainly  evinces  the  hostile  intentions  of  the  congre- 
gation.  As  to  this  matter,  the  author  would  refer  the  reader  to 
Dr.  Cook's  valuable  history,  vol.  ii.  pages  162,  3,  and  4,  where 
he  will  find  this  iraasaction  illustnted  by  the  reflectiont  of  a 
csndid  and  Ubo-a)  injnd. 
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siocerity  of  the  govemment;,  they  entered  (Ist  August, 
1559),  into  a  new  league  for  their  mutual  defence, 
which  they  called  "  The  Third  Covenant*/'  and  re- 
Boked^  in  the  event  of  being  again  disturbed,  to  apply 
to  foreign  powers  for  assistance.  The  queen- regent 
wa»  no  less  solicitous  to  strengthen  her  power,  and  de- 
manded and  obtained  supplies  of  men  and  money  frooi 
France.  The  arrival  of  the  French  troops  excited  a 
itrong  sensation  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  a  pro- 
clamation fron^  the  queen^regent,  with  the  answer  of 
the  protestantSy  only  served  to  increase  the  irritation. 
The  contending /actions,  by  their  mutual  reproaches- 
and  menaces,  diffused  the  spirit  of  violence  and  hosti» 
lity  throughout  the  country. 

The  lord  James  Stewart,  and  the  other  leaders  of  ^ 
the  congregation,  again  assembled  at  Stirling,  and 
were  joined  by  the  earl  of  Arran,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
regent  of  that  namef.  He  was  a  fiery,  impetuous 
young  man,  who  bad  conducted  himself  improperly  in 
France,  and  therefore  had  become  obnoxious  to  the 
princes  of  Lgrraine.  He  now  burned  with  rage  and 
revenge,  and  warmly  entered  into  all  the  extravagant 
measures  of  the  reformed.  His  father,  the  duke  of  Cha- 
telherault,  participated  in  his  resentments,  and  also 
joined  the  congregation.  This  man  had  several  times 
changed  his  religious  principles,  which  were  always 
subservient  to  his  political  views ;  but  in  that  respect 

he 

*  Dr.  Stuart's  History,  p.  1S5. 
t  Dr.  Cook's  History,  vol.  u.  p.  176. 
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he  was  not  more  despicable  than  many  others  of  the 
leaders  of  the  reformation. 

The  queen- regent^  in  the  meantime,  fortified  the 
own  and  port  of  Leith,  which  alarmed  the  congrega- 
ion,  as  indicating. her  intention  to  recur  to  hostilities; 
but  they  knew  their  strength,  and  had  no  aversion  to 
another  appeal  to  arms.  They  accordingly  addressed 
her  in  a  letter  of  expostulation,  couched  in  strong  terms» 
dated  at  Hamilton,  the  29th  September,  1559.  They 
accosed  her  of  infringing  the  ancient  laws  and  liberties 
of  the  state,  and  of  breach  of  faith,  by  fortifying  Leith 
Without  any  provocation  on  their  part ;  although  it 
was  evident  that  their  resolution  to  solicit  aid  from  fo- 
reign powers,  was  an  act  of  treason  against  the  sove- 
reign. 

The  queen-regent  did  not  return  any  explicit  an- 
swer to  this  letter ;  and  the  confederated  nobles  had 
recourse  to  arms.  Mutual  manifestoes  were  circu- 
lated by  the  two  factions, .  vindicating  their  con- 
duct But  the  congregation,  committed  the  first 
act  of  hostility  by  the  seizure  of  Broughty  Castle ; 
and  afterwards  they  marched  to  Edinburgh.  The 
queen-regent  retired  from  the  palace  to  Leith,  and 
put  herself  under  the  protection  of  the  French  troops. 
They  addressed  a  new  admonition  to  her,  which  she 
treated  as  presumptuous,  and  sent  .the  lord  Lyon^ 
kii^g  at  arras,  to  command  them  to  disperse,  under  pain 
of  high  treason*. 

The 

*  Pr^  Cook's  History,  vol.  ii.  p.  190. 
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Hie  associated  lords  deliberated  on  the  measures 
to  l>e  adopted^  and  they  assembled  a  council  of  nobles, 
barons,  and  burgesses,  to  whom  they  proposed  the 
question,  ''  Is  it  fit  or  not,  that  the  queen-regent 
should  controul  the  commonwealth,  and  subject  the 
people  to  bondage* '''^  This  momentous  question 
seemed  to  stagger  the  assembly,  who  were  stmck 
with  the  novelty  and  awfulness  of  their  situation.  It 
was  an  unexampled  era  in  the  annals  of  Scotland ;  but 
John  Knox  and  John  Willocks  were  at  hand,  and  the 
matter  was  artfully  referred  to  them.  The  latter  ana* 
logically  deduced  the  lawfulness  of  the  deposition  of 
kings  from  examples  in  scripture ;  and  the  Ibimer  as* 
serted,  that  the  incurable  sins  of  the  queen-regent 
were  sufficient  reasons  for  depriving  her  of  the  high 
office.  All  doubts  were  now  removed  by  these  ora* 
cles  of  impiety,  and,  in  one  voice,  the  assembly  found 
her  guilt}^  The  nobility,  barons,  and  burgesses, 
concurred  in  subscribing  an  act  of  suspension,  which 
was  published  in  the  chief  cities  of  Scotlandf. 

The  queen-regent,  however,  defended  Leith,  which 
the  congregation  summoned  in  vain  to  surrender ;  and 
their  soldiers  became  clamorous  for  pay.    They  broke 

out 

•  Dr.  Stuart's  Hutory,  p.  145. 
f  Thit  edict  wat  notified  to  the  regent.by  a  letter  dated  at 
Edinburgh,  2Sd  October,  1559,  and  ugned  by  the  duke  and  earl 
of  Arran,  the  earlt  of  Argyle  and  Olencairn,  the  Iqrdt  James  of 
St.  Andrews;  Rathyen,  the  master  of  Maxwell;  the  barons 
Tullibardine,  laird  of  Dun,  latrd  of  Petarrow,  and  xhejUtvpst  of 
Mnde^njw  the  burrows.— 5/«tfr/'*  ffht,  p.  238, 
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out  into  aets  of  mutiny,  and  even  threatened  to  sup- 
]>re9s  ^  refoitnaiion  for  a  proper  reward*^.  The 
leadets  of  the  coiigregalion  and  the  rabble  that  fol- 
lowed them,  were  both  eqaafly  unprincipled.  It  was 
not  religion,  but  plnnder,  that  was  the  olyect  of  their 
pumik.  Tht  latkk  of  the  church  were  the  prise  that 
tempted  the  barons ;  and  theft,  robbery,  and  every 
iipeol^  of  depredation,  constituted  the  bond  of  onion 
among  their  foHowers. 

The  firmness  and  address  of  the  queen«regeitt  per- 
plexed  tho  congregation ;  and  she  found  traitors  among 
them  who  betrayed  their  eouncils.  They  applied  tb 
the  governor  of  Berwick  for  a  supply  of  money,  wfaick 
was  granted,  to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  crowns  ; 
but  the  earl  of  Bothwell  intercepted  Cockburn,  the 
bearer  of  it,  and  discomfiting  his  retinue,  made  a  prise 
of  the  English  subsidyf. 

Inactivity  is  generally  fatal  to  an  insurrectionary 
army ;  andthe  congregation,  to  occupy  their  troops, 
made  an  attack  on  Leitb.  But  cruelty  is  no  symptom 
of  bravery,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  congregation  wer& 
as  dastardly  when  opposed  by  disciplined  troops,  as 
they  had  formerly  been  ferocious,  when  resisted  only 
T  by 

*  Dr.  Cook  tayt,  <«The  mercenary  toldieft  becaaie  tumu!- 
**  ttiou»«— thrett^ncd  didr  officers  who  aCtempti^d  to  restore  order 
«  —and  with  a  total  contempt  of  principle,  declared,  that  for  ' 
"  ample  pay  they  would  chearfully  desert  the  cause  which  they 
**  had  supported,  and  fight  in  defence  of  the  Romish  faith.*'-** 
Vol.  ii.  p.  22S. 

t  ^^*  Stuart's  Hittory,  p.  ISU 
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by  monks,  and  the  inanimate  images  of  saints.  Hi* 
French  made  a  sally— took  their  cannon-<-an4  drove 
them  back  to  Edinburgh.  This  paltry  conflict  elated 
the  hopes  of  the  queen*regenlv  and  augmented  the  de* 
spondency  of  the  congregation,  A  second  skirmish 
took  place,  in  which  the  French  had  also  the  advan- 
tage ;  and  the  pcotestaata  began  to  suspect  that  their 
dfiairs  were  desperate.  William  Maitlandi  the  queen's- 
secretary,  joined  the  confederated  nobles  at  this  time» 
and  as  he  possessed  talents  yrithoat  integrity,  he  was 
gladly  received.  All  his  eloquence^  however,  could 
not  persu^e  them  to  remain  V>Qgcir  inEdiiilMirgbi  and, 
panic-struck,  th^y  tumultuoiisly  related  to  Stirling*. 

Knox  harangued  the  congregation  at  Stirling,  and 
attributed  their  misfortunes  to  their  sins ;  but  at  the 
same  time  assured  them,  that  the  goodness  of  their 
cause  would  triumph  over  every  obstacle,  and  exhort- 
ed'them  to  unanimity  and  perseverance.  A  council 
was  called,  and  a  formal  embassy  dispatched,  to  solicit 
aid  from  queen  Elizabeth  of  England.  The  ambassa- 
dors, Maitland  and  Melville,  were  successful  in  this 
application ;  and  Elizabeth  agreed  to  furnish  the  con- 
gregation with  the  necessary  supplies  of  men  and  mo-- 
ney  for  carrying  on  the  wai*. 

The  confederated  lords,  in  the  meanwhile,  separated, 
and  went  to  different  districts  of  the  kingdom,  to  in- 
spirit the  people,  and  to  court  new  partizansf.    The 

duke 

*  Dr.  Cook*s  History,  ▼ol.  ii.  p.  232. 
I  Dr.  Stuart,  p.  158. 
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duke  of  Chatelherauh  took  possession  of  the  castle  of 
Glasgow^  which  belonged  to  the  archbishop  of  that  see« 
and  destroyed  all  the  images  and  altars  in  the  churches. 
The  French  forces  approaching,  he  precipitately  fled ; 
bat  when  they  retired  toEdinbnrgh,  he  again  occupied 
Glasgow.  In  the  name  of  Francis  and  Mary,  he  is-» 
sued  a  prodans^on/  commanding  all  the  clergy  who 
had  not  yet  joined  the  congregation,  to  appear  before 
it,  and  abjure  popery ;  threatening,  that  those  who 
refused  to  comply,  should  be  aiccoimted  enemies  to  God, 
<md  to  true  r^Ugion*. 

The  disperskMi  of  the  confederated  lords  raised  the 
expectations  X)i  the  queen^-dowager ;  and  amidst  ex-* 
cessive  exultations,  she  re-established  the  popish  form 
of  worship  in  the  churdieB  cf  Edinburgh.  The  intelli- 
gence, however,  that  it  was  Elizabeth's  intenttonto  sup^ 
port  the  congregation,  tended  to  damp  her  spirits,  but*^ 
not  to  slacken  her  military  operations^  She  saw  the  im-« 
portatace  of  striking  a  blow  before  the  arrival  of  suc- 
cours from  England,  and  accordingly  ordered  the 
French  troops  to  march  to  Stirling,  and  to  take  possession 
of  the  county  of  Fife,  and  ca&ile  of  St.  Andrews.  They 
retaliated  the  cruektes  of  the  reformers,  by  wasting* 
their  grounds,  and  exercising  violent  acts  of  Of^ression 
on  the  lives  and  properties  of  those  who.  had  distin- 
guished themselves  by  their  zeal  against  popery.  The 
lord  James  Stewart,  with  only  five  hundred  horse,  and 
one  hundred  foot,  kept  in  check  for  twenty  days,  the 
-     T  2  French 

•  Dr.  Stuart,  p.  159. 
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J^roQcb  anny,  which  consisted  of  four  thousand  xotn, 
by  harrwDg  them  incessantly  with  skirmishes;  and 
thf  £oglish  fleet  having  arrived  at  this  critical  mo- 
*W»fik  m  the  Forth  (1 5th  January,  1560),  Monsieur 
D'Oysel,  with  the  French  army,  hastily  retreated  la 
Stirling. 

^Bie  lords  of  the  congiegatton  sent  commiisionera, 
to  Bwrwick  to  meet  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  wkft  ytmti 
anthoriied  by  Eli9abeth  to  enter  into  a  fonmal  treaty- 
with  them,  which  was  accordingly  cpnclwled  the  27th 
February,  1560.  The  queen  of  England  engaged  to 
ferni^  an  amiy  for  their  senrioe,  and  to  aid  ttteir 
cause  with  her  fleet  The  con^regatioii^  on  their  p«i^ 
stipulated  to  support  EtisabeUi  by  see^  «nd  ]Mid>  tA  tJha 
utmost  of  their  power,  if  her  tercitoriet.  should  be  inn 
vaded  by  a  French  army.  The  terms  of  thin  tiea^ 
were  highly  in  favour  of  the  reformers*  and  their  «pin 
vita  were  proportionally  elated^,  llie  EngUsIt  arii|jr» 
eonsisting  of  twelve  Imadred  horse,  and  six  tbonsand 
loot,  under  the  command  of  lord.*  Gray,  entered  Scot- 
land ;  ant]  the  duke  of  Chatelherault,  the  eark  of  Af 
gyle,  dwieaim,  and  Monteith,  the  lord  James  Ste- 
wart, and  the  lords  Euthven,  Boyd,  and  Qchikrefu 
jpiiled  tb^  Bnglish  commander  at  Preston,  with  a  nu- 
merous  and  fornudabie  forcef. 

Besp^ijn^  of  suppfies  from  France-^affiicted  with 

sickness' 

*  The  substance  of  the  most  material  articles  of  this  treaty  may 
ht  seen  in  Dr.  Cook's  History,  vol.  ii.  p.  S5d  and  4,  or  at  more 
length  in  the  durd  book  of  John  Knox's  History. 
-f  Dr..  Stuart,  p.  167. 
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stdkoess— and  overwholined  with  inexpressible  an- 
guish, of  mind,  the  queen*dowager  retired  from  Leith 
to  the  castie  of  Edinburgh,  and  claimed  the  protection 
of  the  lord  Erskine,.  who  had  received  that  fortress  in 
trust  Axim  the  three  estates,  and  had  honourably  ob- 
served a  rigid  neutrality;  and  although  in  this  in« 
stance  he  was  guided  by  the  dictates  of  humanity,  yet 
he  still  meant  to  adhere  to  his  duty.  The  confede- 
rated lords  held  a  council  at  Dalkeith*  where  they 
had  assembled;  and>  in  correspondence  .with  their 
usual  policy  of  addressing  the  queen  by  letter,  pre- 
viously to  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  they  in^ 
vited  her  to  an  amicable  conclusion  of  the  present 
troubles.  But  the  object  of  their  letter  was  evidently 
an  apology  for  their  conduct,  to  answer  the  double 
purpose  of  a. vindication  and  a  manifesto.  Their  pro- 
fessions were  hypocritical,  and  their  arguments  d'eluf- 
sive;  but  in  their  conduct  they  were  unequivocal, 
bold,  s^d  deterinined^ 

The  combined  army  marched  to  Leith,  and  a  con- 
^ct  ensued,  in  which  the  French  were  defeated  with 
the  loss  of  abQut  three  hundred  men,  and  Leith  was 
invested.  During  the  siege,  however,  the  French 
made  a  sally,  and  entering  the.  trenches  of  the  com'- 
bined  army  unobserved,  put  six  hundred  of  them  to 
the  swojrd^  while  they  were  resting  in  careless  secu- 
rity«  Ax  this  time  the  qiaeen- regent  received  supplies 
of  money  and  military  stores  from  France  f  but  she 
was  still  unable  to  make  any  effectual  stand  against 
the  combined  forces.  Various  artifices,  however,  were 
X  3  attempted 
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attempted  by  the  French  agent*  to  obtain  delajr^  by 
amusing  the  lords  witb  proposals  of  treaties  wbicb 
they  had  no  authority  to  eonciude.  Bat  the  ai^ss  of 
the  congregation^  were  too  prosperons  to  admit  of  coiio 
cession  ob.  their  part ;  and  that  their  resolutions  might 
1>e  irrevocably  fixed,  they  again  entered  into  a  League 
and  Covenant  (27tb  ApriK  1560),  more  solemn  and  aw* 
fill  than  way  they  had  yet  subscribed*. 

The  siege  of  Leitk  was  vigorously  prosecuted ;  but 
the  Frencl^  garrison,  which  consisted  of  four  thousand 
nea,  bravely  defended  the  place,  and  repuHed  a  ge« 
neral  assault  of  the  combined  army.  A  scarcity  ot 
provisions,  began  to  distress  the  inhabitants  of  LeiUt, 
^nd  a  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  men  arriving 
from  England;  the  besiegers  had  a  manifest  superi<Mr* 
ity,  over  their  adversaries :  but  brave  men  will  always 
do  their  duty,  and  they  still  kept  the  united  army  at 
l>ay;. 

Overpowered  by  distress  of  mind,  and  wasted  by  a 
lingering  distemper,  the  queen-regent  expired  ia  tho 
castle  of  Edinburgh,  the  10th  June,  1560.  Her  con- 
duct is>the  best  illustration  of  her  character,  and  if  aho 
bad  some  faults,  she  also  possessed  many  virtues.  In 
turbulent  times  it  is  difficult  for  the  rulers  of  nations 
to  act  with  impartiality }  but  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
please  all  parties.  Her  great  defect  seems  to  havo  been, 
that  she  was  too  much  devoted  to  the  French  interest, 
and  did  not  maintain  with  true  dignity,  the  rights  of' 
an  independent  kingdom;  but  in  her  oppositioB  to 

the^ 
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the  nfoimevi»  ahe  waa  probably  guided  by  prm€ipl«« 
or  at  least  prompted  by  the  prejudices,  of  b^r  «arly 
educatioa*. 

By  the  death  of  the  quee^-dowag^s^  tbie  garr  13011  of 
Leitk  ^ere  f  edaced  to  a  state  of  despondenqy  border^ 
iag  on  despair.  They  were  closely  blockaded  by  Sfca 
and  land^  and  the  French  dation  was  in  no  condition 
to  send  them  supplies.  In  this  critical  situation  of 
afi&irs^  it  appeared  to  Francis  and  Mary,  that  a  nego- 
tiation for  peace  was  the  best  expedient  to  termioate 
the  troubles  of  Scotland.  But  that  the  dignity  of  tbe 
crown  inight  not  be  compromised,  by  treating  with 
those  whom  it  deemed  rebels,  they  addressed  them- 
selves to  queen  Elizabeth.  Commissioners  on  both 
sides  were  accordingly  appointed,  to  whom  also  were 
Joined  represeittatives  from  the  confederated  lords. 
The  congregation  enumierated  their  grievances  in  a 
formal  petition  to  Francis  and  Mary;  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  respective  pSM^ties,  the  acting  pJenipo^ 
temiane»  of  France  and  England  drew  up  a  deed  of  re- 
lief and  concession  (6th  July,  1 560).  By  the  terms  of 
this  agreenaent,  Francis  and  Mary  engaged,  that  fo- 
reign troops  should  not  be  introduced  into  Scotland 
vvithout  the  consent  of  the  three  estates-^that  no  new 
fortress^  should  be  erected,  and  no  old  one  repaired^ 
without  thei  sanction  of  parliait^t*— that  the  laws  and 
libertiea.  of  Scotland  should  be  respected — that  the 

natives 


*  Dr.  Cook  finely  draws  the  character  of  this  aButtble 
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Batives  of  Scotland  only  should  be  ^nployed  in  the 
great  offices  of  Rtate — that  a  parliament  should  be  held 
to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  country^  and  that  its  acts 
should  be  binding  on  ai)  parties — that  a  CQuneil  should 
be  elected  by  the  estates,  in  coneurrence  with  the 
queen^  for  the  administration  of  affairs  during  her.  ma- 
jesty's absence — and,  that  an  act'of  oblivion  should 
cancel  the  remembrance  of  all  past  transactions^. 

As  matters  of  religion  were  referred  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  ensuing  parliament,  which  the  influence 
of  the  confederated,  lords  could  model  as  they  pleased, 
they  considered  this  treaty  as  the  triumph  of  their 
cause,  and  that  the  great  work  of  the  reformation  was 
nearly  accomplished. 

The  peace  was  immediately  proclaimed  (7tb  July, 
1560),  and  the  armies  of  France  and  England  returned 
home.  A  thanksgiving  was  ordered,,  and  the  commis- 
sioners' of  boroughs,  with  several  of  'tl^  nobility  and 
tenants  in  capite,  were  appointed  to  choose  and.  depute 
ministers  to  preach  the  gospel  in  the  principal  towns 
in  Scotland.  John  Knox  was  called  to  Edinburglv 
Christopher  Goodman  to  St.  Andrews,  Adam  Heriot 
to  Aberdeen,  and  others- to  Perth,  Jedburgh,  Dundee, 
Dunfermline,  and  Leith.  Superintendants  of  districts 
were  also  appointed  to  watch  over  the .  ecclesiastical 
affitirs  of  the  kingdom  \  and  thus,  with  scarcely  more 

than 
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tban  a  (1(^eii  of  men,  the  preaching  of  the  reformed 
church  Gommeneed  in  Scotlanck^. 

The  miming  of  parliament  approached ;  and«  ^^ 
cited  by  curio»ity»  or  attracted  by  zeal«  immenao 
crowds  attended.  Thia  parliament  presented  a 
motley  group  of  baron«  and  prelates;  tenaota  w  <tfe« 
pU&f,  wha  persofiaily  appeared  i  coqamis^ioners  f^X 
hgDroq^hs. ;  and*  in  fact,  all  p^sons  ^sembled^  vho 
^^  ^  (1^.  &<m  Im  QK  v^g%  to  appear  nt  «Qch 
Jn««iing», 

lA  ww^llif^ted  to  tjie  legajity  o|  this  parliw^nt* 
that  ¥^(^|Q«iA  swJ,M;»ry  b;^  ooj;  ^ippower^d  any  p^r-  ^ 
am  ip,  9e§re^eAti  tfc?w ;  huji  fpwalitic^  were  of  littk 
inipiOit?iWie  U  sofib,  ^^  tiwq,  ajad  the  objection  w^s  over- 
rqled  by  a  WStfori^y  o?  vot^^,  Xbc  first  step  of  it?  prp- 
C9^dii^ga  was.  thie^  nQIniQatio^  of  the  Lords  ^  Jrti^ 
ofci;  apj  s^.  the  pratestant  party  was  stip^ripr  to  the 
popish,  they  took  ca^re  to  elect  the  B\embers  of  this 
^onwittqe  from  the  leaders  of  the' congregation. 

The  first  thing  to^  ivbich  the  lords  of  articl^v  cal- 
hd,  tho  attention  of  parliament^  was  the  supplica- 
tion of  the  nobility,  gentry,  burgesses,  and  aJl  tbo^e 
professing  the.  new  doctrines,  or,  as  they  expressed  it, 
professiffg^  the  Lord  Jesus,  This  curious  petition  re- 
quired thait  the  Homi^h  church  should  be  condemned 
and-  s^bolished,  "  seeing  that  tbe  sacraments  of  Jesus  - 
"  Christ  ^rei  ^iQSt  shameEully  abused  and  profaned  by 

*'  that 


*  Dr.  Stuare,  p.  186. 
f  l^ntg  baroaa. 


226  HISTORY  OF  ABERDEE2f. 

*•  that  Rotnane  harlot,  and  her  swome  vassals  ;'*  and 
that  ^  remedy  should  be  applied  against  the  profana- 
tion of  the  holy  sacraments  by  the  Roman  Catholics. 
It  insisted,  that  the  supremacy  and  authority  of  the 
pope  should  be  abolished,  and  that  the  patrimony  of 
(he  church  should  be  employed  in  supporting  the  re- 
formed ministry.  It  reprobated  the  doctrine  of  tran- 
substantiation,  the  merU  qf  works,  indulgences^  purga- 
tory, pilgrimages,  and  prayers  to  departed  saints,  which 
they  considered  as  errors  fatal  to  salvation.  It  there-' 
fore  demanded^  that  all  those  who  shoald  teach  and 
maintain  them,  should  be  exposed  to  corrtction  andpU" 
nishment^.  The  spirit  of  persecution  is  evident  in  this 
supplication,  which  imperiously  maintains  a  right. to 
prescribe  to  the  consciences  of  men,  and  is  full  of 
that  intolerance  which  the  reformers  so  strongly  re- 
probated in  the  church  of  Rome.  But  all  men  are 
nearly  the  same  in  similar  situations,  and  all  Christian 
churches,  when  supported  by  the  civil  authority,  have 
occasionally  forgot  the  mild  maxims  of  their  master. 

This  supplication  was  received  by  parliament  with 
every  mark  of  respect ;  but  the  nobility  and  lay  mem- 
bers were  not' so  fond  of  the  proposal  to  allocate  the 
church  revenues  to  the  service  of  the  new  ministry. 
Such  a  thing  indeed  could  not  be  expected  from  such 
men,  for  the  leaders  of  the  congregation  had  been  con- 
tending for  something  more  substantial  than  abstract 

doctrines 

*  See  this  <<  supplication  of  the  congregation  to  theparliafflent" 
in  Dr.  Stuart'e  History.    AppenUix,  No.  ixii. 
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doctrines  of  faith;  and  the  patrimony  of  the  church 
was  the  tempting  prize  that  constituted  the  honest  re- 
ward of  their  activity.  They  had  no  objeotion«  how« 
ever,  that  the  new  doctrines  should  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  ]aw»  provided  they  were  not  coupled  with  any 
linreasoiiaUe  obligation  to  support  the  refprmed  preach- 
ers, .^toiding  ail  needless  discussion  on  this  point» 
the  parliament  gave  it  in  chai'ge  to  the  miuistersj  and 
other  wise  and  learneil  men^  to  draw  up,  under  distinct 
head^  the  substance  of  those  doctrines  which  ought  to 
be  eitahliflhed  ov«r  the  kingdom.  '  A  writing  was  ac- 
cordingly .prepared,  entitled  "The  Confession  op 
Faith  ^iiosess£d' AND  BELIEVED  BY  THE  Photsstai^s 
WITHIN  THE  KEAi<&i  OP  SconANi>."  This,  instrument 
was  ficst  read  .to  the  lords  of  articles,  and  then  in 
parliament^.:.  The  prelates  of  the  Romish  church  were 
CQjj^amaaded  to  make  their  objections  4o  the  doctrines  it 
proposed.. .  B^t  tbey  were  silent ;  forjopposition  would 
bavebeeannavaibng>  and  would  only  have  exposed  them 
to  ridicule  or  insult,  perhdp?,  to  dahger  or  destruction. 
The  articles  of  confession  were  again  separately  read 
over  and  considered ;  but  the  popish  clergy  preserved 
a  profound  silence,  which  drew  forth  a .  petulant  and 
hypocritical  speech  from  the  earl  MarischaL  With 
the  afl^tation  of  great  solemnity,  the  high  court  of 
parUameat  examined  and  ratified  the  confession  of 
the  reformed  faith  (anno  1 500). 

An  act  was  passed  against  the  mass,  and.  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Romish  w<0F^hip>  within  a  few  days  after 
the  establiahbient  of  the  confession  of  faith  (24th 
August).    And  it  ordained,  that  all  persons  saying 

or 
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Clearing  mass,  should  for  the  first  offence  be  eq>o9ed  ^ 
the  confiscation  of  their  estates,  snd  be  liable  to  ootporal 
imnishment  at  the  discretion  of  the  magistrate ;  for  the 
second  offence^  they  should  be  banished  out  of  the  king* 
dom ;  for  the  thirds  punished  with  death.  This  bloody 
enactment  betrayed  the  intolerant  and  persectHmgapi^ 
rit  of  the  reformers.  They  had  forgot  that  the  pene* 
cation  of  heretics  was  the  ditef  article  of  their  com* 
plaints  against  the  Romish  clergy^  as  well  asthecBten* 
sible  pretext  for  their  rebellion*  But  ttMe  men  wect 
not  to  be  retrained  by  any  regard  for  deoeney  air 
morality ;  an  act  of  Justice  was  not  to  be  expected 
from  those  whose  principles  and  practice  had  been  all 
their  lives  at  Tariance  with  etery  virtaoos -senttment  ;^ 
and  the  jast  execration  of  posterity  has  stamped  their 
characters  with  the  indelible  mark  of  infuny. 

By  another  ordination  of  parlian^bent^  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  authority  of  the  pope  in  Scotland,  was  de« 
dared  to  be  at  an  end ;  and  all  pei^sons  maintaiaiBg 
any  connection  with  him  or  his  sqe  were  made  liable  to 
the  loss  of  honour  and  offices,  and  subjected  to  the  pains 
of  proscription  and  banishment. 

The  ratification  of  these  acts  by  Francis  and  Mary, 
was  the  next  object  of  solicitude  with  the  ]^rote8tants ; 
and  accordingly  an  ambassador  was  ^i^tched  to 
France  to  request  their  approbation.  He  failed,  how« 
ever,  in  the  object  of  his  mission ;  but  the  refonmied 
were  consoled  by  ElizabethV  condescension ;  and  in 
retimi  for  her  kindness,  they  proposed  the  union  of 
Ute  two  kingdoms  by  a  marriage  with  Arrftn,  which 
Ae  politely  decfincd. 

The 
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^  The  refusal  of  Francis  aqd  Mary  to  ratify  the  pro- 
ceedings in  parliament^  was  the  source  of  inquietude 
to  the  leaders  of  the  reibrmation^  who  still  apprehend- 
ed  danger  from  the  popish  party>  whose  sentiments 
were  sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  the  sovereign. 

^  But  4he  death  of  Francis  relieved  their  anxiety^  and 
opened  a  new  scene  of  political  intrigue.  They  knew 
from  experience  how  to  overawe  and  intimidate  the 
mind  of  a  woman^  and  could  calculate  with  certainty 
the  efiect  of  threatenings  and  terror.  Their  hopes 
were  raised^  and  they  boldly  proceeded  to  settle  a  form 
of  church  government-  The  three  estates  having 
granted^  commission  to  John  Winram>  John  Sp<^is- 
woodj  John  Willocks^  John  Douglas,  John  Row,  and 
Jcikn  Knox,  to  frame  a  scheme  of  ecclesiastical  po- 
lity, they  composed  "  Hie  First  Book  qf  Discipline," 
which  treated  of  the  uniformity  and  method  to  be  ob- 
served concerning  doctrine ;  the  dispensation  of  sacra« 
ments;  the  election  and  provision  of  ministers;  and 
the  whole  policy  of  the  new  church*.  The  religious 
establishment  of  Geneva  was  their  model ;  and  they 
differed  as  widely  as  possible  from  the  Romish  forms 
and  ceremonies.  They  hoped,  and  proftssed,  to  revive 
the  plainness  and  sincerity  of  tlie  primitive  ages ;  but 
they  forgot  that  they  had  unhinged  all  the  obligations 
of  morality  in  the  society,  by  the  diffusion  of  their 
principles,  and  the  example  of  their  own  profligate 
lives. 

u  A 
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. .  A  convocalloQ  of  the  estates  sa^tionecj  ibe  presby- 
terian  system  of  governmeiU^  but  left  it  onked  and 
vaadorDied^.  Tbje  proposal  to  bestow  on  the  nenr 
establishmjent  Uie  patrlxpony  of  the  ^tacient  cbji;^rcli« 
was  treated  Mrith  contempt.  Tbe  leaiers  of  tbe  re* 
formaiiap  had  sei^d  upoQ  tbe  gre9:t6r  part  of  the  rkb 
possessions  of  tbe  cbxynch;  end  baYb9;g  obtained  what 
tliey  had  so  sJtronuously  contended  for^  they  w^re  ia« 
dUIerent  to,  x>r  little  concerned  aboifi^  the  doctrin^^ 
that  were  taught^  or  the  maiAtenance  of  the  cl^rgy^ 
Their  professions  had  constantly  been  at  variance  lyitb 
their  principles^  which  now  nx^oldeJ  theinsel.ve$>  to 
the  infinite  morti&cation  of  tho«^  fioiiatics  whf^  jhad 
imagined  they  bad  been  struggling  in  tbe  cau^e  of  re* 
ligiop. 

A  new  meetlx^g  of  tbe  estates  was  assembled  (May^ 
1561),  to  consider  of  a  proposition  from  ~  Charles  IX.^ 
>vbic)i  was  suOiciently  preposterous.  He  urged  parli* 
ament,  through  }us  amb.a^sador,  IVJonsieur  Noaille^  to 
renew  the  anpient  league  between  France  and  Scotland 
— ^to  dissolv0  the  alliance  with  England-^aud  to  re- 
establish the  popish  church  and  cl/srgy.  To  tfiis  ridi- 
culous request  a  Fi^itabie  answer  was  returned,  and 
parliament  proceeded  to  &usb  the  work  of  tbe  reCprt- 
mation  with  calmness  and  deliberation. 

The  protestants  presented  a  new  supplication^  in 
jwhich  they  d^piarted  from  tlieir  pretensions  to  the 
patrimony  of  the  church,  and  only  solicited  that  a 

decent 


*  Dr.^ook'sHUtorf,  vol  iii.  p^  S8* 


HKTORV  OP  AB«ilDBBM.  £3  I 

dec«Ri  pvovisioii  slMuld  be  allotted  to  th6  true  |>reach*- 
ers  of  tife  go^el.  This  fnoden&t^  and  reasoilftble- re- 
quest met  Pfitk  ^  hw  ffimiTM  to  tlirae  of  their  fenmer 
hi^  (femsMMk ;  mi  stale  prci^bers*  of  fite  reforawd  re- 
ligion #e»e  left  t#  pine  in  luisevy  am)  wdne»  which 
pevbafid  ehtsydaerfftd^  an  tlie  jusli  putti^nMnt  of  their 
Cfimctr*^  Amidst  9^  €h«  erabarr&ftftierms  of  the  re-« 
imntd,  tb«y  still  tot)Otti«i*  ^  deadly  f^entmem  to 
^iwjr  tlthife  th4t  h4UMgtfi  M^tbt  RovtrtgH  di«Mb>$  artd 
t&«ir  Mpf\kti\^(m  iscmu^^  ft  dMMid  tifat  dll  tltotnO- 
imhMt^cf  idOtMi^y  tfh(Ayfdfef«tKt^>l;f  d^sll^^  Tftk 
firltftflleM  hod  M'O^jMCiiMt  i&grViiify  thttmnt^^inf  rt*- 
4fam^titw^4\d  m^  tMtt  fll«  pritMfe  fbMttiye»  (rf  the* 
tecid^ftg  fitert^;  and  aw$€vnlin^y,  ai^  act  was  poised^ 
whMl  eoHMrandied  fhaK  evei^y  ^b«y,  chufeb,  ctoidter^ 
€§  nt^MoHill  of  ^ti]^i^,  i^^ufd  be  fe»alfy  oTetth«dwn 

-  Il  i»  iii^pcHMl^Ie  itf  refftftfit  oH  tBe  ednda<S»  of  this 
fMdMMH,  ftfirf  (hi^  aret,  wbtch^  H  p^<iod>  wich  teHlp^r 
Of  moderatiott.  A  lam  most-  ^  de«€fCffte  of  tker  €6th^ 
awA  ffneVm^  of  his  ^eciesi  if  fa^  d^  ttoT  ^\€n  #tth 
faor#or  aiiMl  mdignation^  the  stroeiow  pvin^k^  ^f 
thostf  ^tbo  proposed  and  MncfioiMd  koeh  «  Hieastfi^. 
The  exa*irtiOB  of  thi^  act  i/i^at  entruMed  to  the  eitofd  of 
Arran,  Argyle,  9Hd  Glenc^nl,  the  lord  Jawie*  Siw¥*rt, 
^nd  the  barons  who  bad  been  most  forward  in  pro- 
u  2  moting: 

•  A  fmn^^  MMte  8Mt»,WM  th0  Mimal  mU  of  Ai^end  al- 
lowed to  the  clergy,  of  the  reformed  church.— GtfMrir,  toL  vi« 

m  lao. 
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moting  the  reformation. .  ^'  A  dreadful  dcTastation 
'*  ensued.  The  populace,  armed  with  authority^ 
"  spread  their  rayages  over  Ae  kingdom.  It  was 
/'  deemed  an  execrable  lenity  to  spare  any  fabric  or 
"  place  where  idolatry  had  been  exercised.  The 
"  churches  and  religious  houses  were  eyerywhere 
'  ^'  defaced,  or  pulled  to  the  ground ;  and  their  fur- 
'*  niture,  ntensils,  and  decorations,  became  the  prizes 
"  and  the  property  of  the  invader.  Even  the  sepal* 
*"  chres  of  the  dead  were  ransacked  and  violated.  The 
^  Kbraries  of  the  ecclesiastics,  and  the  registers  kept 
''  by  them  of  their  own  transactions^  and  of  civil  af- 
^  £iirs,  were  gathered  into  heaps,  and  committed  to 
**  the  flames.  Religious  antipathy — the  sanction  of 
^  law — the  exhortation  of  the  clergy — the  hope  of 
^  spoil— *and  above  all,  the  ardour  to  put  the  last 
**  hand  to  the  reformation,  concurred  to  drive  the  rag^ 
**  of  the  people  to  its  wildest  fury ;  and  in  the  midst 
''  of  havock  and  calamity,  the  new  establishment  sur- 
"  yeyed  its  importance  and  its  power*.''  The  re* 
formation  was  now  completed*  It  had  originated  from 
the  base  passions  of  the  nobles ; — was  conducted  by 
perfidy,  murder,  and  crimes ; — and  finished  by  a  spe- 
cies of  Vandalism  that  wreaked  its  vengeance  on  the 
noblest  monuments  of  art  and  genius. 

Although 
•  Dr.  Stttsrt*!  History  of  the  Refomntloo,  p.  304, 
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Altltoiigh  tJte  Author  has  rrferred  only  to  Dr. 
(Jook^s  and  Dr.  Stuart*s  Histories  qf  the  RrfomuUion, 
"yet  he  has  consulted  many  qf  ilieir  authorities,  and  having 
found  thenipetfectly  cotrect,  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  multiply  references.  He  cannot,  however,  omit  men- 
tioning, that  Dr.  Cook's  valuable  work  is  by  far  the  best 
that  has  ever  been  published  on  the  subject  qf  the  rrfor- 
mation.  His  great  in^rtiaUiy  and  candour  are  con* 
spicuoud  throughout  his  pages,  and  his  language  is  highly^ 
elegant  and  classical. 


V  3  CtiAPTEn 


CHAPTER  XL 


G€NTSltT8» 

[^VEBN  VARY'S  AlUlXrAL  IN  SCOTS. AM lh-»BS  TXSnS  ABBft* 
OEKN  AND  THB  NORTHERN  DISTRICTS— BATTLE  OF  COR- 
niCHRE— DEATH  OF  HUNTLT  — DBCAFITATION  OF  BIS 
SON— MARY  RETURNS  TO  TB^  SOUTH—TRANSACTIONS  OF 
BBR  RBIGN-oDBATB  — JAMBS  Tf.  — MURRAY  EEOENT-— 
BIS  ASSASSINATION— BI8H0F  GO RUOlh  &C. 

*    ♦    *    * 

On  the  6th  October,  1^61,  Thomas  Menzies  was  re^ 
elected  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  continued  in  office  un- 
til 1576.  At  this  time  the  general  state  of  the  country- 
was  extremely  unquiet  The  nobles^f  the- contending 
fSictions  made  eyery^  exertion  to  attach  queen  Mary  to 
their  respective  parties.  Previously  to  her  departure 
fii'om  France^  lord  James  Stewart  had  succeeded  in 
gaining  her  confideacei  ia  opposition  to  the  intrigues 

o£ 
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of  the  femous  John  Leslie^  official  of  Aberdeeii*^  who 
was  sent  thither  by  the  earl  of  Hantly  and  other  ca- 
tholic lordst»  for  the  parpose  of  persaading  her  to 
commit  herself  to  their  protection,  and  to  adopt  their 
measures  as  to  the  ipDvemment  of  the  kingdom*  It 
was  proposed  by  Leslie,  that  she  should  land  at  Aber- 
deen, where  she  woald  be  received  by  the  nobility  of 
the  northern  provinces,  and  20j000  men,  to  ccmduct 
her  to  Edinburgh^,  with  whose  assistance  she  could 
repress  or  defeat  th#  fiiafellltMtfclliS  of  her  own,  and  of 
their  enemies.  Bat  this  scheme  was  frustrated  by  the 
address  of  lord  James,  whose  wiser  and  better  policy 
made  a  deep  impression  on  her  mind,  and  she  accord- 
ingly followed  his  counsel.  When  he  returned  to 
Scotland,  the  three  estates  were  skting,  and  he  pro- 
4iieed  kHarak  foom  Mary  to  tfa«ai>  eitjpioiog^  tha^  jm^ 
Mtkg  AtMy  be  metiipttd[  agaimt  the  e^tabll#iment 
cf  the  ref6fEQeGf  reHgion. 

Tht  amkrf)le  and  imfovtimate  Mary  arri^od  al  beith. 
on  the  20th  e$  Aiigift«,  f  59f,  zn&  WHS  esavied  Vo  the 
palace  of  Holyrood  House,  amidst  the  acclamations  of 
a  loyal  and  affectionate  p^pt^.  Oa  the  1 6th  Sep,tem<> 
ber,  she  appointed  a  privy-council,  which  was  com- 
]HM*  eMiiM^  o#  IM  ^afi]0iiii»  etf  h»A  JMUi^  wb6 


%  Tkcir  cbiti*  ww»  the  archfaithop  of  St^  Aadrcwft  ^  te  h}> 
shops  of  Aberdeen,  Mora^r,  aa^  Ros»;  the  earls  of  Hiijit)y» 
AAoU  Cfraw6r<f,  and  Sucherland.— G«#^d'A  Hhtorvy  vol.  iv. 
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now  assumed  the  almost  uncontoouled  directioa  of  the 
affiurs  of  the  kingdom.  , 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  Scotish  monarchs  occa* 
sionally  to  make  a  progress  through  the  realm^  for  the 
purpose  of  distribating  justice^  or>  as  it  frequently  oc<% 
carred,  from  considerations  of  a  politieal  nature.  Mary, 
in  compliance  with  that  custom^  had  visited  Stirling, 
St  Andrews,  Dundee,  &c.,  where  she  had  been  warm* 
ly  and  afiectionately  received  by  the  people;  and  she 
determined  to  travel  through  the  northern  counties 
early  in  the  summer  of  1562.  Like  every  other  ac<* 
tion  of  her  Ufe^  this  journey  is  ascribed  to  various  mo- 
tives, which  it  is  not  necessary  for  our  purpose  to  in- 
vestigate. The  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  however,  re* 
solved  to*  receive  her  with  every  expitession  of  loyalty ; 
and  a  head*court  was  called  on  the  12th  January, 
1 562,  in  order  to  assess  the  community  in  the  requt* 
site  expence  that  her  visit  might  occasion.  It  was 
therefore  at  this  meeting  unanimously  agreed  and 
ordained,  that  the  sum  of  «£l  1 1 :  2 :  2  two-third^ 
should  be  raised  for  the  decorati<»i  of  the  town,  and 
9i8VLpropme  to  her  majesty,  according  to  estid}lished 
custom. 

On  the  25th  January  this  year,  a  head-court  was 
called  by  the  liand-bell,  to  witness  the  sale,  by  public 
roup,  of  the  silver  and  brass  work,  vrith  other  orna- 
ments which  belonged  to  the  parish  church  of  St.  Ni- 
colas,  which  were  accordingly  sold ;  and  the  whole 
proceeds  of  the  sale  amounted  only  to  jf  45  sterling : 
the  silver  plate  having  been  purchased  at  one  shilling 
and  fourpence  sterling  p^r  ounce. 

Qp 


Ok  the  l^lb  AugMv  ttM  cfmen  atnrived  at  A1a«r« 
deen*«  accompanied  by  her  brtftlMr,  lovd  Jtfm6s>  n^w 
etfl  «f  M«wayt»  and  AsditalAe  sttcfidMrce  o^Mtw^crs. 
Ac  Ati  tiim  a  seriow  mkmnAeMmdmgt  or  rather,  & 
atfi^ng'  «Mnitf  suMsCHri  botiveeii  IlMray  aAd  the  earl 
of  Honiljr,  who  nm  deeaei  Ibe  anaet  pevrerM  and 
wcmH^iilMid  noUeman  of  tinr  a^«  The  dwiAc  of 
HttHty  and  ^hia  tos^  which iooii«itor  aoraed^  togis^ 
g^l^  with  dva  raitt  «f  <fa&  Geidail  Aniif ^  onginatad 
ftam  elrcucRBtanees  whitb  are  not  dbtmotly  aaplaiiiai 
hf  the  hbtorians  of  that  ^lod.  Therarcaiki  however^ 
be  no  daaftA,.  tihat  HoaHy  viewed  t)»^  riie  o#  Hwmiy; 
aod  his  iaAwnoe  in  Ihe  coeoeila  of  the  qiiee»>  wi€i 
gvaat  jeaknBy ;  and  dA  the  othef  hMd^  H  is  eviAaBt, 
that  Mtinmy  tkuanf^  Huntly  too  powerM  for  »8ub» 
}9ctr  m,  parHat>s^  dreaded  his  inftrigueais  ftiroilr  of  the 
fsatfaelie  interest^  of  wbkb  be  waa  the  diief  sapportefr 
Bait  it  is  csTtahr,  th^i  theae  grtai  aMU  atreggled  fer 
eaeh  other's  deatfnadaen^  and  an  incident  whiohoecorv 
yad  et  Ms  time,  pf^f^t^ted  the  Gordon;  family  ieCo  a 
Begiem  of  miiA>rtOEKa» 

1^  Jdhn  Gonton  ef  Findiatev^  the  foDrtbt  son  of 
the  earl  of  Huntly,  had  a  dispute  with  Jord^  Ofp^y 
obaut  av  ^Mate,  wbkbi  ocacasionad  sL.  Mieonntor  be- 
tween 

,  <»PitMoctse& 

iHUwH  cM9tedearlo£Mimay,  loth  }vXfr^5S^»-^PHscetiie, 

■  %  Onthrie  calls  him  the  third  ton  \  bnt  acoording  to  GordonstoD's 

ntaauBcript,  he  was  the  f<nirtk  son,  and  this  authority  we  deem 

the  most  atitficfiei^,  Ai  td  e'Vtry  CRinf  tel^tfy^  fjfS  tfte  Cbillbtt 

family.  / 
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hieen  them  oa  the  filreeu  ot  Edintergby  and  Ogilry 
was  dttigeiwMly  wounited.    Tbe  magistrales  immedU 
ately  iinprisMi«d  Sir  John,  and  Mnt  an  aoeouqt  of  iAm 
aiair  to  Maiy,  who  vm  than  «*  Bliriing,  and  propanag 
to  Yint  the  northern  parts  of  the  kkigdpni.    Marjr 
approved  of  the  pvoooedSo^  of  the  magistrates,  aaaS, 
at  the  iafltigation  of  Morraigr,  oidered  hwi  ibo  he  i:e«> 
moved  .to  a  plaee  of  greater  socunty  than  the  jail  ol 
IfohM^^h ;  but  he  maik  his  escape,  and  came  north* 
^vard  to  aeek  veliige  amosg  his  friends.    When  the 
qaeea  acrired  at  Abcode^i,  she  ivas  irissted  by  the 
eeoAtesB  of  Hustlf,  who  earnestly  iraploned  Sir  John's 
pspdon ;  but  Mary  thmij^  her  dig^y  insulted  by 
his  hr^^h  of  waitl,  and  insisted  lapon  his  sarrenderini; 
faimself  pnaoner  in  her  court  of  iasticiary  of  Aberdeen, 
with  which  he  compUed,  and  was  committed  to  the 
castody  of  the  magistrates.     Uinder  the  authority  of 
the  f|tteen,  iA  was  ordered,  that  8ir  John  should  be  caiv 
ried  to  the  castle  of  Stirling,  of  which  lord  Erskine^  the 
wide  of  Murray,  was  goremor.    The  <irQrdons  con- 
siderfd  this  oider  as  tafttamosint  to  a  sentence  of 
death ;  and  $ir  John,  a  aeeond  inne  made  his  escape^ 
"while  on  the  road  to  ^irhng.    A  sentence  of  Ibrleiiace 
was  issned  against  him,  his  wife,  and  all  his  ahettoi% 
by  the  prf?y-coaneil,oii  the  l^Mfa  of  Sept^mhitrr,  while 
Mary  was  at  fbrnway,  the  seat  of  the^a^ciefit  earls  tt 
Murray,  and  ateende(U)y  the  ear}s  of  Argyle,  Mvia^ 
chal,  Morten,  &c. 

The- Gordons  now  appeared. in  arms,  bttt»  i^  is  to  he 
^eawned,  with  no  oyier  intention  than  to  puotecfc  thetok- 
seWef  against  the  wacbiaations of  their  enemies;  for 

Mary 
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Mary  and  her  court-traTelled  to  Inverness  with  only  a 
slender  guard,  and  they  could  at  any  time  have  beea 
seizdd  by  the  Gordons.  But  they  returned  to  Aber- 
de«a  without  molestation,  althoi^gh  Huntly  was  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  force,  which  sufficiently  evinces 
that  he  stood  merely  on  the  defensive.  He  no  doubt 
suspected  that  his  destruction  was  intended  by  bis 
enemy,  Murray,  who  had  prevailed  on  the  queen  to 
deprive  Huntly  of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  and  con- 
fer it  on  himself;  and  as  matters  had  been  thus  car- 
ried  to  an  extremity,  Huntly  took  refuge  among  the 
mountains  of  Aberdeenshire,  with  about  three  hundred 
horsemen.  Murray  marched  from  Aberdeen  with 
the  queen's  troops,  and  Huntly  waiting  his  approach 
on  the  hill  of  Corrichre,  a  battle .  ensued  on  the  28th 
October,  in  which  Huntly,  and  about  120  Gordons, 
were  killed.  Sir  John,  his  brother  Adam,  and  about 
100  more,  were  taken  prisoners,  and  brought  to  Aber- 
deen. 

It  has  been  generally  said,  by  those  who  have  re- 
lated the  particulars  of  this  affair,  that  Huntly  was 
smothered  in  the  crowd ;  but  it  is  more  probable,  that 
he  was  murdered  after  he  was  made  prisoner,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  private  order  from  Murray.  His  body 
xwas  brought  to  Aberdeen,  and  transported  by  sea 
to  Edinburgh,  where,  after  lying  unburied  all  win- 
ter, it  was  tried  by  a  mock  jury,  and  condemned. 
His  JK>n,  Sir  John  Gordon,  was  beheaded  on  the  SOth 
October,  at  Aberdeen,  and  was  shockingly  mangled 
by  the  axe  of  aii  unskilful  executioner.  The  fate  of 
<his  young  man  excited  the  pity  and  compassion  t)f  all 

spectators. 
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spectators.  His  figure  was  graceful-^his  deportment 
manly — and  Mary  wept  when  she  saw  him  led  to  the 
scaffold.  Adam  Gordon  was  pardo<ied  <»i  account  of 
his  youth  ;  but  five  gentlemen  of  the  same,  name  wete 
hanged ;  and  the  remainder  erf  the  prisoners  were  fined 
according  to  their  rank  or  circumstances.  The  eldest 
of  the.  earl's  sons^  fcrd  George,  was  now  the  heir  and 
representative  of  the  Gordon  faoMly ;  but  he  was  also 
implicated  in  his  facer's  misfortuaes,  akhoogh  he  was 
not  present  at  Corrichie^  and  took  no  active  pari  in  the 
rebellion.  Murray's  malignancy^  however,  afaU  fat" 
sued  the  family  of  Huntly ;  and  k>rd  George  was  tried 
and  condemned  for  high  treason ;  but  viras  afterwards 
pardoned^  and  restored  to  his  estates  and  honours  by 
the  queen,  anno  1 56^,  according  to  Piscottie"*^. 

The  peace  df  the  nofth  being  established  by  the  as- 
cendancy of  Murray's  good  fortune,  the  queen  quitted 
Aberdeen  on  the  4th  November,  and  went  to  Dnnot- 
tar ;  thence  to  Boningtown,  Arbroath,  Dundee,  Berth, 
&c.  The  remainder  of  her  life  was  chequered 
by  a  diversity  of  ii^idents.  She  enjoyed  some 
moments  of  happiness  in  the  endearments  of  love; 
but  these  were  greatly  overbalanced  by  tbe  weight 
of  her  calamities^  and  her  end  was  tragical.  Al- 
most every  tbing  relative  to  this  unftirtunate  Vomaa 
has  been  variously  recorded  by  the  difierent  anthors 
who  have  either  praised  ok  abused  her ;  and  amidst 
their  contradictory  reports,  it  is  difficult  to  asoer* 
X  tain 

*  The  forfeiture  being  revernd  by  the  parliament,  whijch  »«• 
«««abled  on  the  Hth  April,  1567, 
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tain  the  truth,  or  to  determine  with  justness  whe- 
ther she  ought  to  be  commended  or  censured.  We 
shall  therefore  only  notice  a  few  of  the  most  import- 
ant events  of  her  life. 

She  was  married  to  lord  Darnly  on  the  29th  July^, 
]  5  65>  at  Holy  rood-house ;  and  on  the  lUth  June  the 
following  year,  slie  was  delivered  of  a  son  who  was 
baptized  at  Stirling  on  the  15th  December,  under  the 
name  of  Charles  James.  On  the  1 0th  February,  1 567> 
Darnly  was  murdered.  He  had  gone  to  Glasgow, 
where  he  was  seized  with  a  dangerous  distemper,  from 
which  he  partly  recovered.  But  while  in  a  feeble 
state,  the  queen  removed  him  to  the  suburbs  of  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  arrived  on  the  30th  January,  and  re- 
mained till  the  morning  of  the  10th  February,  when 
the  house  was  blown  up  with  gunpowder,  and  the 
king's  body  was  found  lying  naked  on  the  ground  at 
some  distance.  The  earl  of  Bothwell  was  generally 
suspected  to  be  the  principal  actor  in  this  tragedy,  and 
was  accordingly  tried  for  the  alledged  crime,  on  the 
12th  April,  but  was  acquitted  by  the  jury,  before 
whom  the  accuser,  the  earl  of  Lennox,  did  not  adduce 
any  proof  against  him,  either  written  or  verbal*.  Not- 
withstanding Bothweirs  acquittal,  there  was  no  doubt 
of  his  guilt;  but  others  were  implicated  in  the  crime, 
and  it  was  requisite  for  their  own  safety,  that  they 
should  not  only  protect  him  from  personal  injury,  but 
also  promote  his  ambitious  views  by  a  marriage  with 
the  queen.  A  bond  to  that  effect  was  subscribed  on 
the  20th  April,  by  the  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews^ 
1  the 

* -Guthrie,  vol  vii.  p.  15. 
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the  bishops  of  Aberdeen,  Galloway,  Dumblain,  Bre- 
chin, Ross,  the  isles,  and  Orkney  ;  the  earls  <^ 
Huntly,  Argyle,  Morton,  Cussilis,  Sutherland,  £rro1, 
Crawford,  Caithness,  and  Rothes;  the  lords  Boyd, 
Glamis,  Ruthven,  Sempil,  Herris,  Ogilyy,  and  Fleming. 
These  were  the  despicable  supporters  of  the  infamous 
Bothwell ;  and  in  less  than  two  days  after  he  had  ob^ 
tained  the  bond,  he  seized  Mary  at  Almond  Bridge, 
and  carried  her  to  Dunbar.  After  being  a  prisoner 
there  for  ten  days,  he  removed  her  to  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh  ;  and  the  complying  queen,  consenting  to 
her  union  wftli  this  wretch,  was  married  to  him  on  ther 
J  5th  May,  15(57.  Thi,s  unnatural  marriage  excited 
universal  disgnst,  and  the  whole  kingdom  was  in  th& 
greatest  ferment. 

A  powerful  association  of  lords  and  gentlemen  re« 
solved  to  rise  in  arms  and  pursue  Bothwell  to  destruc-' 
tioD,  in  punishment  of  his  crimes.  They  assembled  a 
tumultuary  army  at  Stirling,  and  marched  to  Edin'- 
burgh.  Mary  and  Bothwell  collected  aboat  400O 
men,  and  both  armies  met  near  Musselburgh.  Both- 
well,  with  the  lords  Seton,  Yester,  and  Borthwick,  led- 
the  royal  troops ;  Morton,  Hume,  Atbol,  Marre,  &c. 
commanded  the  confederates.  The  royal  army  wa» 
dispirited,  and  also  less  numerous  than  that  of  the  as- 
sociated lords.  Mary  was  constrained  to  capitulate, 
and  renounce  Bothwell,  who  retired  from  the  field  witl> 
a  few  followers,  without  molestation.  The  queen  was 
carried  a  prisoner  to  Holy  rood-house,  and  thence,  for 
greater  security,  to  Lochle^en  Castle.  Morton  and 
his  associates  formed  themselves  into  a  s<cret  c&uncH 
V  2  foir 


t44r  mirmct  or  aieepsek. 

£»jr  tlie  gtvernment  of  the  kiBgdom.  The  first  mea-^ 
sore  they  adopted^  was  to  compel  Mary  to  resign  her 
4W«iue  ia  favour  of  her  infant  son,  and  to  appoint 
Mumy,  CQgeni  of  the  kingdom  daring  the  king's  aai- 
noriljr.  These  GODcessions  were  extorted  by  thireat(» 
•f  deatkoE  perpetual  imprisonment ;  nnd  lord  Lindsay 
j^resented  the  signed  iostraments  to  the  council,  en  the 
the  25th  July,  who  gladly  received  them,  and  entered 
into  a  fresh  association  for  carrying  them  into  OLeewf^ 

tioil; 

The  yeviig  peince  was  accordingly  crowned  at  Stir« 
ling,  e»  tihe  29ih  Mj,  1507,  ^nd  the  milbrtuna«» 
Afary  was  thus  deprived  of  her  throne  by  the  illegal 
act  of  a  desperate  andt  HnprtncipIetF  fection.  Batht 
measures  could  not  be  Viewed  with  indifference  by*  her 
loya)  and  feithful  subjects ;  and  a  counter  asseciati^i^ 
called^  the  Queen's  Lords,  was  entered  into  by  the  head9 
ef  the  MamiltQn  family,  the  lords  Fleming,  Boyd^  ftc; 
i»  the  meuitrHie,  Mary  escaped  from  LochleTea- 
Casllb,  thvevgb  the  partiality  of  a  young  admirer*^. 
The  terds  m  her  interest,  were  assembled  at  Hamilton^ 
whepe  she  was  received  by  the  earb  of  Argyle,  Cas« 
silfs,  Sothes^  Eglinton ;  ^he  lords  Somervil,  Yester, 
Le^ingslon,  Bbrthwick,  Herris,  Ross,  Fleming,  and 
many  other  barons  and  freeholders,  who,  with  their 
attendants,  formed  an  army  of  0000  men.  M urray^ 
whoi  had  assumed  the  regency,  was  then  in  Glasgow^ 
a  distance  of  only  eight  miles,  and  notwithstand- 
ing 
* 

•  -George  Bonglas,  who  ii  rcprcaented  to  have  been  no  more 
thso  18  years  of  age. 
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ing  that  his  friends  were  ia  terror  and  dismay^  he  sul- 
lenly rejected  every  proposal  of  accommodation.  On 
the  hill  of  Langside,  the. armies  caoi^  in  contact^  and 
Murray ^s  genius  prevailed *» 

Mary  fled  ta  England  to'claim  the  pfotection  of  hes 
cousin  Elizabeth.  But  her  expectations  of  friendship 
were  disappointed.  She  was  treated  as  a  prisoner^ 
and  finally  suffered  on  the  scaffold  at  Fotheringay, 
Northamptonshire>  on.  the  8th  February,  1587.  Sach 
was  the  fatal  end  of  the  most  beautiful  and  accom.* 
piished  woman  of  the  age. 

Murray  now  ruled  the  country  with~ absolute  sway,, 
and  persecuted  his  enemies  with  great  fury.  The  earl 
of  Huntly  was  one  of  the  queen's  firmest  friendsj  and, 
consequently,  extremely  obnoxious  to  liim.  In  1 5G9 
be  marched  northwards,  and  held  jjustice  courts  at 
Aberdeen,  Elgin,  and  Inverness.  Huntly  had  sub^ 
mitted  on  terms,  but  his  adherents  and  vassals  were 
severely  punished  by  the  exaction  of  exorbitant  sums 
as  the  compromise  of  theii;  rebellion.  The  northern 
parts  being  quieted,  Murray  returned  souib,  and  cvery^ 
where  overawed  or  intimidated  those  who  dared  to  op- 
pose his  measures.  But  tht^  hand  of  the  assassin  closed 
his  guilty  career,  on  the  23ld  January,  1570.  \Vhile 
passing  through  the  streets  of  Linlithgow,,  on  his  way 
to  Edinburgh,  he  was  killed  by  a  musket-shot  fired 
frdm  a  window  by  Hamilton  of  Both  well- haugh.  The 
character  of*  Murray  is  sufficiently  illustrated  by  his 
u  3  actions,. 

*  Guihrie,  voli.vlu. 
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actionflk  **  His  inf^ratttado  to  Mary«— bis  barbaron^ 
"  uDinaiity  trealBieiit  of  ker — and  tbo  inftmons  oets 
"  by  wbkh  he  wrooghfe  her  deslr«cttMi^  ean  admit  of 
**  no  apology*/^  and  hk  whole  life  mieqiiivocs^ny 
evinces  the  dApravity  of  his  heaF^  his  croelty^  and 
boundless  aiiibitioa» 

William  OoFd<m^  of  the  house  c^.Huntly^  was  the 
last  Romish  bishop  who  filled  the  see  of  Aberdeen. 
He  received  his  education  in  France  ;  and  on  his  re- 
turn home>  was  m«de  reetor  of  CUtti,  and  aAerwards 
bishop  of  Aberdeen.  He  was  consecrated  in  I547> 
lout  having  taken  up  his  r^idence  for  some  time  in 
Prance,  he  found  it  necessary  to  constitute  a  vicar- 
general  in  his  bishoprick  during  his  absence  ;  and  in 
1552,  he  gave  a  commission  for  that  purpose  to  Ro* 
bert,  bishop  of  Orkney^  and  James  Gordon^  chancellor 
of  the  see  of  Moray.  A-  c<^y  of  this  delegation  has 
Veen  preserved,  and  may  be  seen  iu^Ketth's  Catalogue^ 
p.  73. 

Bishop  Gordon  was  a  man  of  considerable  abi^ties^ 
but  lived  in  a  style  that  was  thought  to  be  unbecoming 
liis  sacred  office ;  or,  in  other  words,  like  the  greater 
part  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  he  took  a  young 
lady  under  his  protection,  which  called  forth  the  severe 
reprehension  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  diocese. 
They  presented  a  paper  to  him,  entitled,  "  The  coun« 
"  sail  given  be  the  deyne  and  chapter  of  Aberdeen,  to 
^'  my  lord  bischopc  of  Aberdeen,  for  reformation  to 

"  be 

*  Guthrie,  vol.  vii,  p.  270. 
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'^  be  ra8Hd>  and  ititoGbing  of  heresies''  witkia  tht 
diocese*  This  curious  docvimeni  is  repvmied  in  tb* 
appendix  of  Dr.  Cook's  excellent  bistor7^(NOk  SX  and 
it  begins,  **  imprifnis^  tbat  my  knrd  of  Aberdeen 
"  causs  tbe  kirkmen  witbin  bis  k>rdschif>pe'8  diocie, 
"  to  reform  tbemselfis  in  all  their  sclanderos  maner  of 
"  lyving,  and  to  remove  their  oppen  amcMne^,  aa  wok 
"  grete  as  smale,  under  sic  pains  as  is  conteint  in  tbe 
**  law  and  acts  provinciall ;  and  the  chapter  of  Aber- 
"  deen  sail  do  siclyk  amang  them  in  all  scharpest 
"  maner,  conform  to  the  law,  als  well*  on  thairselyes 
"  as  their  servandes/'  This  paper  plainly  requests, 
that  his  lordship  **  wald  be  as  gude  as  to  schew 
"  gode  and  edificati?e  example  in  special,  in  remov- 
"  ing  and  discharging  himself  of  company  of  the 
"  gentill  xioonum  be  qi:dK)m  bis  is  gvetlie  sclanderit; 
*'  without  the  cjuhilk  be  done,  diTevs  that  are  pert'inax 
"  says,  thai  can  nocht  accept  counsall  and  correctioiin 
"  of  him  quhilk  will  not  correct  himself/^ 

Dr.  Cook  remarks  on  this  document  with  consider- 
able asperity,  and  says,  "  it  admits  tbe  open  proAi- 
"  gacy  of  the  clergy,'*  and  plainly  shews  that  the 
bishop  was  "  most  dissolute  in  his  morals,"  which  he 
-contrasts  with  the  refined  virtue  of  the  early  preachers 
of  the  reformed  doctrines.  There  may  have  been 
many  reasons  why  the  advocates  of  the  *'  new  tenets'* 
did  not  entirely  adopt  the  manners  of  their  predeces* 
sors,  and,  being  difierently  situated,  the  rules  of  com* 
parison  cannot  be  fairly  applied.  The  Roman  Catho- 
lic clergy  were  the  depositaries  of  learning,  and  all 
that  was  known  in  science.    They  were  affluent,  at 

least 
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least  the  higher  orders  of  thero^  and  mingled  with  the  ■ 
most  polished  classes  of  society.  The  reformed  preacbi 
erik  on  the  other  hand>  during  the  progress  ^f  the  re* 
formaliOD^  and  for  long  after>  with  few  exceptions, 
were  extremely  ignorant,  and  miserably  poor.  Their 
pretensions  to  the  w^^l^l^  o^  ^^^  church  were  rejected 
'  by  the  barons,  who  haughtily  retorted  upon  them  their 
unguarded  and  insincere  professions  of  moderation, and 
abstinence.  Their  hopes  of  opulence  being  thus  frus- 
trated by  the  avarice  of  the  barons,  who  left  them 
scarcely  so  much  of  the  spoil  as  necessary  to  support 
their  existence,  they  were  denied  all  means  of  induU 
gence.  But  the  introduction  of  the  ceremony  of  mar- 
riage among  th^  reformed  clergy,  almost  entirely  re- 
moved the  inducement  to  unlawful  association,  and 
their  gloomy  austerity  either  moderated  their  passions, 
or  rendered  them  less  sensible  of  the  seducing  influence 
of  female  beauty. 

It  is  no  wonder  then  that  the  preachers  of  the  re* 
formed  doctrines  were  less  conspicuous  for  their  yices 
than  the  clergy  of  the  old  school,  who  were  certainly 
their  superiors  in  every  thing  that  related  to  learning, 
taste,  and  refinement*  But  it  is  scarcely  fair  to  attach 
criminality  to  a  whole  body  of  men,  because  the  con- 
duct of  some  of  their  number  might  have  been  excep- 
tionable; and  it  is  extremely  ridiculous  to  suppose 
that  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  is  a  worse  man  than  an 
episcopalian  or  a  presby  terian  minister.  Notwithstand* 
ing  the  differences  which  have  subsisted  among  Chris- 
tian sects,  yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  principles  of  any 
religious  system  that  inculcates  vice  and  villainy.    The 

misconduct 


HISTORY  or  ABEMJEBN.  249 

misconduct  of  men  originates  from  something  else  than 
their  religious  opinions;  for  we  shall  find  good  and 
had  members  of  society"  among  every  denomination  of 
Christians.  It  would  therefore  be  unjust  to  ascribe  to 
the  Eomish  doctrines  the  vices  of  individuals^  or  to 
allow  for  a  moment  the  gaiety,  or  perhaps  dissipatiiHit' 
of  bishop  Gordon  to  detract  from  the  virtues  of  bishop 
Elphinston.  But  in  reviewing  the.  lives  of  those  emi-' 
nent  men  who  filled  the  see  of  Aberdeen  previous  to 
the  era  of  the  reformation,  we  shall  find,  almost  with- 
out exception^  that  they  were  shining  examples  of 
every  thing  thaf  is  great  and  valuable^  They  were 
occasionally  employed  in  the  most  important  offices  in 
the  state,  and  were  illustrious,  not  only  for  their  ta«. 
lents,  but  also  for  their  piety  and  benevolence.  When 
we  contrast  these  men  with  their  successors,  after  the 
period  of  the  reformation,  we  discover  a  lamentable 
disparity  of  intellect;  for  among  the  mn^  reformed 
bishops  of  the  see  of  Aberdeen,  there  was  not  one  who 
couM  pretend  to  any  thing  above  mediocrity  as  to 
natural  talents  or  literary  acquirements^ 


CHAPTBt 
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COKTSSTS, 

[Pi1lT¥COi:.A1lS  RELATIVE  TO  ABERDEEN—FEVDS  BETWEETV 
THE  GORDONS  AND  FORBESSES — BATTLE  OF  THE  CRAB« 
STONE—DISPUTE  BETWEEN  THE  BURGESSES  OF  ABERDEEN' 
AND  THE  MAGISTRATES,  RELATIVE  TO  ELECTIONS,  &C. 

«    «    #    « 

On  the  8th  May,  1 563,  a  head- court  was  assembled, 
aiid  it  was  ordered,  that  the  money  arising  from  the 
sale  of  the  silver  work  and  ornaments  of  St.  Nicolas' 
church,  should  be  applied  towards  repairing  the  quay- 
head,  the  bridge  of  Don,  and  to  purchase  artillery  and 
ammunition.  This  year,  Thomas  Menzies  of  Pitfod* 
dels,  was  provost,  and,  being  annually  chosen,  was 
continued  in  office  until  1576^  when  his  eldest  son  waa 
elected,  who  continued  till  Michaelmas,  1588. 

On  the  14th  February,  1567-8,  an  order  was  issued' 
by  the  privy-council  for  taking  off  the  lead  from  the 
cathedral  churches  of  Aberdeen  and  Elgin^  to  be  sold 

.    for 
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for  the  support  of  the  regent's  army.  The  earl  of 
Hunt1y>  as  sheriff  of  Aherdeenshire,  and  Dunbar  of 
Cummock,  sheriffof  £lgtn>  with  the  magistrates  of  the 
respective  boroughs,  and  the  bishops  Gordon  and  Hep- 
burn>  were  ordered  to  assist,  and  to  support  Alexander 
Clark  and  William  Birnie,  the  council's  servants,  in 
the  execution  of  this  barbarous  act*.  Tradition  has 
handed  down  a  story,  which  says,  that  William  Bimie 
having  shipped  a  cargo  of  the  lead  for  Holland,  vras 
lost  with  ship  and  cargo  off  the  Girdleness ;  and  the 
pious  ascribe  this  accident  to  the  interference  of  pro- 
vidence as  a  just  punishment  on  the  perpetrators  of 
this  sacrilegious  deed. 

Within  a  few  months  after  the  death  of  Murray,  the 
earl  of  Lennox  was  appointed  to  the  regency  (1 2th 
July,  1570)t«  The  friends  of  Mary  were  still  in 
arms,  and  the  country  was  torn  by  the  contending 
factions.  A  party  of  the  regent's  force  surprised  the 
castle  of  Dumbarton,  and  the  primate  of  St  Andrews, 
vtho  had  taken  refuge  in  it,  was  cruelly  put  to  death 
(Iflt  April,  1571).  As  Lennox  was  a  tool  to  the  dark 
and  designing  Morton,  it  is  generally  supposed  that 
he  was  the  secret  cause  of  the  execution  of  the  arch-  I 
bishop ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  he  obtained  the  revenues  j 
of  the  see  of  St.  Andret^s|.  It  is  needless,  however, 
to  remark  on  the  conduct  of  the  barons  of  this  age,  for 
in  every  thing  they  did,  their  own  interest  was  the 

directing 

*  SkiDDer't  Ecclesiaitkal  Hkeory,  voL  li.  p.  194. 

t  Ottthric,  vol.  vii.  p.  190. 

t  SkixfD«r*«  EccL  Hist,  vol,  ii.  p.  202, 
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directing  principle.  On  the  4th.  September^  Lennox 
wa^  killed  on  the  street  of  Stirling,  in  a  scuffle  with  a 
party  of  the  queen's  friends,  commanded  by  lord  Claud 
Hamilton,  the  archbishop's  nephew,  who  thus  revenged 
the  death  of  his  uncle.  The  earl  of  Mar  was  immedi- 
ately appointed  regent,  (5th  September,  1 57 1  *.) 

The  Gordon  Jamily  firmly  adhered  to  the  queen's 
interest;  and  Adam  Gordon,  as  the  lieutenant  of  his 
brother,  the  earl  of  Huntly,  acted  with  great  vigour  in 
tl^e  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom*  The  regent  earl, 
in  order  to  create  a  diversion,  encouraged  the  For* 
besses,  who  were  the  rival  clan  of  the  Gordons,  and 
numerous  in  Aberdeenshire,  to  commence  hostilities  in 
that  quarter.  The  Forbesses  held  a  great  part  of  their 
lands  of  the  earl  of  Huntly,  but  they  did  not  behave 
well  at  the  battle  of  Corrichie,  and  ever  since  that 
time  they  had  acted  in  opposition  to  his  interest. 

The  Forbesses  armed  and  assembled  at  Drumtrtnor, 
about  ten  miles  distant  from  Strathbogie.  Sir. Adam 
Gordon,  who  inherited  the  gallant  spirit  of  his  family, 
attacked  them  in  their  entrenchments  at  TuUiangus, 
near  Castle  Forbes.  Arthur,  commonly  called  Black 
Arthur,  brother  to  lord  Forbes,  commanded,  and  was 
killed,  with  about  a  hundred  of  his  followers.  They 
were,  however,  still  able  to  keep  the  field,  and  having 
applied  to  the  regent  for  assistance,  he  sent  them  a  re« 
inforcement  of  two  hundred  disciplined  troops,  under 
the  command  of  captains  Chisholm  and  AVedderburn ; 
Y  and 


*  John  Knox  died  this  year,  on  the  27di  of  November,  in  tlie 
•ixty.8«ventb  year  of  hii  age. 
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and  the  Gonloufi  were* also  joined  by  a  }>arty  under 
Sir  James  Kircaldy.  The  Forbesses  having  collected 
their  followers,  and  being  encouraged  by  the  reia* 
tbrcement  they  bad  lately  receiv^^  marched  to  Ab€^r- 
lleen  to  dislodge  Sir  Adam  Gordon,  who  lay  there  wkh 
his  forces.  Upoa  their  approachj  be  drew  his  troops  out 
of  the  town,  and  ordered  the  citizens  not  to  interfere  in 
the  quarrel.  Sir  Adam  placed  captain  Thomas  Carr,  with 
a  hundred  musl^eteera  in  ambush,  in  a  hollow  which  the 
enemy  had  to  pass,  with  orders  to  lie  close  until  the  en*' 
gagement  commenced,  and  then  to  attack  the  Forbeasea 
in  the  rear.  He  also  sent  a  party  of  the  Sutherland  mea 
to  flank  them,  and  having  marched  out  with  the  mala 
body  under  the  immediate  command  of  himself  and  his 
brother,  he  waited  their  approach  at  a  pIW:e  calkd  the 
Crabsiane.  The  Forbesses  were  commanded  by  John^ 
Master  of  Forbes,  and  they  boldly  advanced  without 
perceiving  the  party  in  ambush.  Their  infantry  fired 
briskly  upon  Sir  Adam's  horse,  and  had  spent  the 
greater  part  of  their  shot,  when  the  Gordons  from 
their  concealo^ent  burst  upon  them  in  the  rear,  broke 
their  ranks,  and  put  them  to  rout  with  much  slaugh* 
ter.  In  the  meantime,  the  horse  ^i  both  sides  joined 
battk,  and  fought  with  great  keenness  and  obstinacy. 
Sir  Adam  was  knocked  off  his  horse  i}y  a  stone  pro* 
jected  by  the  vigorous  arm  of  a  Forbes ;  but  his  fall 
served  only  to  increase  the  fury  of  his  troops,  wlm  ea« 
tirely  routed  and  dispersed  their  opponents.  Fifteen 
gentlemen,  with  capt^inX!faisholm,  and  three  hundred 
Forbesses  were  killed  ;  the  Master,  and  two  hun- 
dred, were  taken  prisoners^  and  were  carried  to  Strath* 

bogie. 
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bogie»  but  dismissed  upon  swearing,  that  they  should 
not  again  carry  arms  against  the  queen. — Thus  ter- 
minated th^  battk  qfCrabstone*,  (atrno  1572,)  and  the 
consequence  was,  the  conopfete  estab1ishment>  for  a 
time,  of  the  queen's  authority  in  the  northern  parts  of 
'  Scotlandf. 

Although  the  civil  war  continued  to  rage  with  un- 
abated fury  in  the  southern  districts  of  Scotland,  yet 
the  regent  was  able  to  send  an  army  under  the  carl  of 
Crawford,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  Sir  Adam  Gor- 
don in  the  north,  who  had  become  formidable  rn  con^ 
sequence  of  his  rictories  over  the  ForbtfSSeHi  He  hacf 
marched  into  the  Mearns,  and  was  besieging  the  house 
of  Glenbervie,  when  he  heard  that  Crawford  had  takeni 
up  his  head-quarters  in  Brechin.  Sir  Adam  surprised 
the  enemy  on  the  5  th  Jufy,  1572,  killed  forty -nine  of 
them,  an4  took  a  hundred  and  ninety  prisoners.  Thi» 
affair,  in  the  cant  language  of  the  times,  was  called  the 
jest  qf  Brechin,  Sir  Adam  inarched  to  Montrose,  laid 
the  affrighted  inhabitants  under  contribution,  and  then 
returned  to  the  siege  of  Glenbervie,  which  soon  after 
surrendered  He  advanced  into  Angus,  which  he 
brought  under  Mary's  authority ;  so  that  from  the  Tay 
to  the  northern  extremity  of  Scotlatfd,  none  of  the 
queen's  enemies  durst  appear  J. 

The  earl,  of  Mar  died  at  Stirling,  28th  October, 
V2  1572, 

*  This  Crakstom  it  still  to  be  seen,  aod  forms  ^art  of  the  wi)l 
of  a  house  ia  the  Hardgate  of  Aberdeen, 
f  Gordon's  History  of  the  family  of  Gordon,  vol.  ii.  p.  S(5S, 

t  Ibid,  vol.  i.  p.  37«.. 
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1572,  and  Morton  succeeded  him  in  the  regency. 
Both  parties  were  tired  with  the  miseries  of  war,  and 
an  accommodation  was  proposed.  Commissioners  on 
both  sides  accordingly  met  at  Perth,  and  on  the  23d 
February,  1573,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  in 
which  it  was  stipulated,  that  those  who  had  adhered  to 
the  interest  of  Mary  should  acknowledge  the  religion 
as  by  law  established^  and  submit  to  the,  king,  to  Mor- 
ton, and  to  his  successors  in  the  regency.  This  treaty 
embraced  the  spirit  of  forgiveness,  and  reversed  all 
acts  of  forfeiture. 

In  the  year  1 375  an  alteration  was  proposed  in  the 
form  of  church  government.  Episcopacy  was  unre- 
pealed, and  the  regent  favoured  it ;  but  a  puritanical 
spirit  generally  prevailed  in  Scotland ;  and  Drury,  ~d 
minister  of  Edinburgh,  started  a  question  in  the  As- 
sembly  concerning  episcopacy  and  the  duties  of  bi- 
shops, in  which  he  was  warmly  supported  by  Andrew 
Melvil,  who  had  lately  returned  from  Geneva,  and  had 
imbibed  the  notions  of,  Calvin  and  Beza*.  After  ya- 
rious  attempts  by  the  same  party  to  obtain  the  same 
object,  it  was  at  last  settled  by  a  solemn  act  of  the  as- 
sembly (met  at  Dundee),  July  12th,  1580.  that  "  for- 
''  asmuch  as  the  office  of  a  bishop,  as  it  is  now  used 
"  within  this  realm,  hath  no  sure  warrant,  authority, 
*'  nor  good  ground  out  of  the  word  of  God,  but  is 
*'  brought  in  by  the  folly  and  corruption  of  mens'  in- 
•'  vention,  to  the  great  overthrow  of  the  true  Kirk  of 
"  God :  Therefore,  the  whole  assembly,  in  one  voice, 

"  findeth 

*       f  Guthrie,  vol  viii.  p.  20. 
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^  fiacfetb  nni  ikthmh  the  shmt  pretefttkd  efRee  uti- 
''  lawlbl  in  Hliieif ;  aitd  ordartielb,  that  al(  p€re«ns  nho 
'^  brO<^^  OP  hereafter  fth&tt  brook  the  8«iid  office^  be 
'^  cbayg«d  feftbwkh  to  demice^  quit)  ftiid  Iea\re  o^  the, 
"  B&me,  and  6ick!tk&^to  desist  and  ceose  ffom<pi*eacb- 
"  iii^,  iniaistiiag  the  8acr«!tient»>  or  tny  fray  using  ' 
*'  tbe  ofiicie  ^  pastors,  till  tbey  r(iceive  ddmissidn 
*'  anen^  ffom  tbe  Genefal  Asseiftbfy,  under  pain  ef 
*"  excomtiiutiicAtion,  Ac.*'^ 

The  JPrtf^/eritm  dtscipline  was  thus  authotized  by' 
«ii^  act  of  tbe  assembly ;  and,  on  tlie  30th  BIrfy,  J5^i, 
tbe  presbytery  of  '£didbargh  was  established.  It  wAs 
followed  by  others,  and  the  king's  consent  was  ob- 
^nedin  1580,  and  also  the  ratification  of  parlramerit 
» 1592f.  MthH  was  the  chief  agent  in  the  estaWi^- 
i»«rt  of  the  presbytcrian  system ;  and  in  church  af- 
Mrs,  he  ^as  an  able  successor  to  John  Knox«  It  fs 
^^>  that  he  proposed  to  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow  to 
<ioBaolish  the  fine  cathedral  of  that  city,  which  Wduld 
baf  e  been  accordingly  destroyed,  if  the  tradesmen  in 
^  tow0,  had  not  threatened  to  put  to  death  the'  fir^t 
»M»  who-  sboukl  cast  down  a  stone  of  it ;  and  finally, 
the  interferenoe  of  the  king  protected  that  noble  edt- 
ficej. 

The  earl  of  Huntly  and  other  catholic  lords,  wh6 

were  dissatisfied  with  public  measures,  were  accused 

of  a  conspiracy  to  orerthrow  the  government,  and  to 

M-establish  the  Romish  worship;   but  their  objec't, 

,    T  S  whatever 


^  Skinner's  Ecclesiastical  History,  toL  ii.  p.  2104- 
tlW<l'P-21^     '  ifMbid.  p.  ai3,. 
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whateter  it  might  have  been,  was  defeated.    Huntlj, 
Crawford,  and  Enrol,  however,  assembled  forces  at 
Aberdeen,  and  issaed  a  proclamation,'  declaring,  that 
the  king  was  held  captive  by  the  chancellor,  and  re« 
.  quiring  the  lieges  to  assist  them  in  setting  hia  per- 
son at   liberty.     But  the  king  collected  an  army, 
and  marched  to  Aberdeen  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 
It  appears  that  Huntly  did  not  wish  to  endanger  his 
majesty's  person  by  a  battle,  and  his  followers  were 
dtsbanded*.     James  entered  Aberdeen  on  the  20th 
April,  1589,  and  Huntly  retired  to  Strathbogie.     The 
king  advanced  as  far  as  Ross- shire,  and  upon  hia  re- 
turn to  Aberdeen^  many  of  the  northern  barons  gave 
bonds  for  tbeit  good  behaviour.     Huntly  had  sarren- 
dered  himself,  and  after  an  easy  confinement  at  £din- 
l>urgh,  was  tried  and  condemned,  but  he  was  after- 
wards pardoned,  as  well  as  his  associates,  Crawford, 
BothwelJ^  and  Errol.    James  again  marclied  to  Aber- 
deen, with  a  small  army,  where  he  arrived  on  the  82d 
February,  1592,  in  pursuit  of  the  catholic  lords,  who 
were  implicated  in  a  pretended  plot,  in  .league  with 
the  king  of  Spain.     He  held  a  justice  court,  and  many 
gave.security  for  their  peaceable  conduct.     The. earls 
Marischal  and  Athol  were  appointed  lieutenants  of  the 
northern  districts,  and  James  returned  to  Edinburgh  . 
about  the  middle  of  Marchf. 

During  twelve  years,  Gilbert  Menzies  bad  been  pro« 
vostof  Aberdeen,  but  at  Michaelmas  1589,  Thomas 
Menzies  was  chosen ;  and^next  year,  Alexander  Cullen. 

From 
^  *  History  pf  the  family  of  Gordon,  vol  ii.  p.  48, 
t  IWd.  J.  CS.. 
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From  the  frequent  recurrence  of  the  same  names,  as 
prorosts  of  Aberdeen,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  th« 
offices  of  the  magistracy,  and  the  management  of  the 
town's  affairs,  had  been  confined  to  a  junto,  who  re- 
elected themseWes,  and  that  the  community  at  largt^ 
for  many  years,  had  not  had  any  voice  in  the  elec- 
tions.    Previously  to  this  time,  various  statutes- had 
been  enacted  for  regulating  the  election  of  the  magis- 
trates and  councils  in  boroughs  ;  particularly  the  30(li 
of  James  III.  which  enacted,  that  "  officiars''  ehali  not 
be  continued  longer  than^one  year,  and  that  each  of 
the  crafts  shall  have  a  vote  in  the  election  of  the  magis- 
trates; the  1 08th  of  same  reign^— that  the  election  be 
without  partiality  or  "  mastership  ;"  the  80tii  of  James 
IV.—''  that  all  officiars  in  burghs  be  changed  yearly, 
, "  and  that  they  be  persons  using  merchandise  witliia 
"  the  burgh.''     The  enactments  of  James  V.  c.  Q&. 
and  of  James  VI.  c.  8.  were  to  the  same  effect.     The 
act  of  James  IV.  c.  3$.  ordained,  "  that  the  common 
"  guid  of  all  burrows  be  spent  for  their  common  pro«  ' 
"  fite,  by  the  advice  of  the  tovvn- council  and  deacons 
"  of  crafts  where  they  are,  and  that  the  rents  of  bur- 
"  TOWS  be  not  set,  but  for  three  years  allenarly,  uii- 
**  der  pain  of  nullity  "     The  act  of  James  V.  c.  2G. 
ordered,  "  that  magistrates  of  burghs  bring  yearly  to 
"  the  excheq^aer,  their  compt  books  of  their  common 
*'  guid,  under  pain  of  tinsel  of  their  freedom^  and  that 
"  fifteen  days  before,  they  warn  all  that  pleases  to 
'^^  come,  and  object  against  their  accounts*." 
Notwithstanding  these  varioua  statutes,  it  is  evident, 

that 
*  Abridgmeot  of  th«  ^cts  of  Parliament* 
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that  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  re-elected  tbeoMelte^, 
year  after  year,  and  disposed  of  the  public  property  as 
they  pleased.  That  the  btrrgesses  bad  deemed  ^ir 
conduct  a  grrevance,  there  can  be  little  doubt ;  but  lA 
the  year  158^  they  pursued  measures  lor  obtaining 
redress,  and  raised  actions  before  theccnpeiettt  courts;, 
against  the  then  magistrates.  The  nature  of  these 
protesses  may  be  learned  from  thr  town's  records ;  and 
ft  siiall  be  our  duty  \o  ^iwe  a  concise  narration  of  the 
materfal  facts  regarding  them,  as  the  cause  in  which  the 
Burgesses  engageci^  wag  worthy  of  a  more  enlightened 
period,  jand  shows,  that  the  principles  of  citiMiberty 
Were  then  understood,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  Aber- 
deen had  the  spirit  to  challenge  the  improper  conduct 
ef  their  rukrs. 

It  appears  by  an  act  of  council  bearing  date  the  8th 
February,  \t>90,  that  three  several  summonses  were 
served  upon  the  magistrates  and  coancil,  at  the  instaoce 
of  Alexander  Bicyn,  Robert  LowrenstoUn,  John  Layirjg;, 
Robert  Stewart,  Alexander  Ronajdson,  Lawrence  Merser, 
xad  David  Castell,  burgesses,  ibr  themselves  and  the 
other  members  of  the  community. 

J  St,  To  compear  before  the  Lords  on  the  J20th  of 
February,  and  to  bring  along  with  them  the  borough'- 
register,  council- books,  and  all  written  documents  re- 
lative to  the  revenue,  landsy  rents,  and  offices;  the 
erection  of  the  borough,  and  in  fact,  every  recorded 
deed  boncerning  it,  since  the  year  1 550. 

2d,  To  compear  before  the  Lords  on  the  same  day, 
to  hear  and  see  themselves  "  decemlt  to  be  removed 
^  off  the  counsall  of  the  burgh,  as  not  lawfullie  chosen 

;;;'  thereto^. 
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^'  thereto,  &c. ;  and  chat  the  magistrates  be  zierly 
''  cbangit  according  to  the  actis  of  parHapent  and 
"  Jawes  of  the  realm  ;"  and, 

'  3d,  To  compear  before  ''  the  Lords  of  his  majestie's 
''  exchequer  the  same  day,  to ,  heir  and  see  the  said 
"  Lonis  of  cheker  decreet  letters  in  all  the  four  formes 
"  at  the  instance  of  the  saids  complainers^  charging . 
"  the  provost  and  bailies  now  present  to  sett,  roup, 
"  and  ptit  to  the  utter  zierlie  avail,  the  common  lands, 
"  common  rentis,  profeits,  and  dewties  of  the  common 
"  guid  of  the  burgh*.'* 

The  magistrates  and  council  ordained  that  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Menzies  should  go  to  Edinburgh  to  defend  them 
in  these  actions,  and  ordered  the  treasurer  to  give  L.40 
Scots  (Lf.3  :  6  ;  8  sterling),  to  defray  his  expences,  and 
also  to  disburse  L.30  Scots,  to  "  gratifie"  the  lawyers 
and  their  servants. 

By  an  aLCt  of  council  5th  May,  15i>]|  it  appears, 
that  the  magistrates  were  again  summoned  before  the 
lords  on  the  I6th  of  that  month,  to  answer  similar 

charges, 

*  The  charges  brought  against  the  ma'gistrstes  w«re  of  a 
serious  nature.  They  were  accused  of  forming  themselves  into 
a  society  for  many  years  past,  with  the  view  to  procure  «*  lord- 
*'  ihip**  within  the  borough ;  of  contbuing  in  olHce  without  any 
lawful  election  or  change  from  year  to  year,  except  it  were  to 
pUce  the  son  in  the  situation  of  the  father,  when  he  hap« 
pened  to  die ;  of  having  dilapidated  and  conveyed  away  the 
common  property,  rents,  and  casualties  belonging  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  making  **  setts  and  dispositions  thairof  to  themselfes 
"  and  thair  .awin  fceyndis,  and  be  their  monopolie  hes  brought 
'*  t^e  burgh  to  sic  gryt  povertie,  that  without  questico, 
**.or  it  be  laiig,the  same  sail  all  utterlie  decay,  without  rcmeid 
«^  it  prcivydit/* 
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charges^  brought  against  them  by  the  same  people ; 
«nd  the  som  of  L.8  :  6 :  8  sterling,  is  ordered  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  Mr.  Menzies,  to  indemnify  him  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  attendance  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  pay  the 
law  agents. 

James  VI.  determined  this  dlspntc  as  far  as  regarded 
Ihe  election  of  the  magistrates,  by  a  writ  issaed  under 
tke  privy  seal,  of  date  the  ^Oth  July,  1591.  The 
election  challenged,  i^'as  declared  to  be  valid ;  and 
this  writ  is  altogether  a  curious  document.  His  ma- 
jesty acknowledges  the  great  obligations  he  is  under 
to  the  magistrates  and  council  of  Aberdeen,  by  expo- 
sing their  lives  and  properties  in  his  service,  and  in  re* 
pressing  rebellions  id  the  northern  parts  of  the  knig- 
>  dom ;  and  ascribes  the  growing  prosperity  of  the 
town  to  their  continuance  in  office  for  the  space  of  forty 
^  fif^yy^^^h  "according  to  the  loreable  consuetude" 
of  the  borough.  '*  In  consideration  quhahrjf,  and  that 
"  our  actqfpmiimnent  maid  anent  the  cbanging  of  the 
"  zicrlie  counsall  has  never  zit  tarixr^ect  within  oar 
*'  said  burgh,"  his  majesty  declares,  that  the  council 
shall  stand  after  th«  ancient  custom,  and  if  any  of  them 
shall  die,  the  remaining  members  shall  elect  others  in 
their  place,  notwithstandhag  the  "  act  of  parliament 
"  maid  anent  Ihe  zierly  change  and  election  of  ma- 
"  gistrates  withiii  the  burgh ;  anent  the  quhilk"  be 
dlspeit»es  with  that  part  which  relates  to  the  changing 
of  the  council,  and  discbarges  all  actions  competent  to 
him  or  to 'his  successors,  regarding  the  contravention 
of  the  act. 

The  determination  of  the  king  did  not  give  general 

$atUfactioa; 
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satbfiM^tioii ;  and  it  is  acarcely  to  be  expected  thai  it 
should  have  done  so,  for  he  decided  the  case>.in  ofipo* 
sition  to  justice,  and  to  the  law  of  the  country.  The 
magistrates,  however,  to  remove  all  cause  of  quarrel, 
and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  enacted  in  coun- 
cil, the  29th  December,  1591,  that  an  application 
should  be  made  to  the  court  of  sesaion*  concerning  the 
sett  of  the  borough. 

At  Michaelmas  this  year,  the  election  had  been  cor'* 
ducted  according  to  the  act  of  parliament,  as  the  re- 
cord expresses,  but  it  acknowledges,  that  "  with  the 
*'  qubilke  forme  a  gry  t  pairt  of  the  commonalitie  can* 
''  not  as  :^it  be  content,  craving  another  forme  of  the 
"  electing  of  the  counsall,  nor  has  bene  observit  with* 
*'  in  this  burgh  of  auld  and  ancient  tyme/^  It  was 
therefore  deemed  expedient  to  make  a  supplication  to 
the  lords  of  session  in  name  of  the  old  and  new  coun- 
cil, craving  their  decision,  decreet,  and  declarator,  up- 
on the  form  of  election  observed  this  year,  and  if  they 
should  find  it  to  correspond  with  the  statute,  that  they 
should  decern  it  to  be  followed  in  all  time  to  comOk 
But  if  otherwise,  that  they  should  establish  a  form  to 
be  observed  in  future,.  "  thatnot  onlie  the  chiefest  heid 
"  of  this  present  controversie  suld  be  removit  thair* 
"  by,  but  langsome  and  irksome  processes  of  law,  and 
"  smnptuous  charges  and  unnecessary  expences  might 
"  be  evitit." 

On  the  2 l5t  January,  1561*2,  the  lords  iei^  council 
gave  a  decision  on  the  depending  actions  atlMl^iipuBtaace 
of  the  burgesses,  and  asaoihied  the  defewkrs  sw^dtcr, 
as  far  as  regarded  the  acts  of  election  for  any  one  year 

preceding 
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preceding  Michaelmas  1591.  But  as  to  the  election  at 
Michaelmas  that  year»  the  magistrates  were  allowed  to 
prove  its  legality  on  the  1 5th May  next,  by  such  witnes- 
sesi  and  such  writs  or  documents^  as  they  should  think 
proper  to  produccj  reserving  to  the  pursuers  their  objec- 
tions to  the  same.  The  lords  also  decerned,  "  That 
**  in  tyme  hereafter,  the  saids  haill  officiar^s,  nsagis- 

'  ''  trat^s,  provost,  bailies,  and  counsall  of  the  said 
"  bprgb,  sail  be  zeirly  elected  and  chosen  according 

*' "  to  the  acts  of  parliament  made  anent  election  of 
''  magistrates  within  burgh  in  all  points,  and  ordains 
"  letters  to  be  direct  to  the  effect  foresaid,  gif  ned  bees, 
"  in  forme  as  effiers/* 

Relative  to  the  election  at  Michaelmas  1591,  the 
lords  pronounced  a  decision  on  the  20th  May,  1592, 
finding  that  election  valid,  and  subjecting  tlie  pursuers 
in  the  payment  of  **  the  soume  of  twentie  pounds  as 

.  "  fair  cost,  skaith,  and  expences,  maid  and  susteint  by 
''  the  saids  persons,  defenders,  in  defence  of  the  saids 
"  actions,  and  obtaining  of  this  present  decreet- absol- 
"  vitor  :  Togedder  with  the  soume  of  five  pounds  con- 
"  signit  and  payit  be  theme  to  the  saids  Iwds,  and  their 
''  collector,  according  to  th^  ordinance  maid  thercanent 
"  in  forme  as  effeirs." 

Notwithstanding  these  decisions  of  the  lords  of  ses- 
sion, the  burgesses  of  Aberdeen  were  still  dissatisfied, 
and  thdr  indignation  against  the  magistrates  burst 
forth  in^^n  tumult.  An  insurrection  being  appre- 
hended,^9^rov6st,  bailies,  and  council/  issued  a  pro- 
clamation dk4he  26th  September,  1592,  commanding 
the  citizens  notfli  assemble  on  that  day,  nor  on  any 

afler-day, 
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a(iter-day>  eitker  with  or  whliout  arms,  under  pain  of 
rebellion*  Tlie  inhabitants,  however,  disregarded  the 
proc1ai6ati(»i,  and  »et  in  arms  at  the  Chpey  frkrs 
ehurch,  and  in  df fiereat  parts  of  Ih^  town,  on  the  day 
of  election  (27  th  September) ;  hut  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  acts  of  outrage  were  pomn>hted,  and  the  ma- 
gistrates and  council  shewed  every  desire  to  conciliate 
their  farour,  by  sending  several  of  their  number  to 
persuade  tbe  people  to  remain  quiet,  and  to  obey  the 
constituted  authorities^  New  actions,  however^  were 
raised  before  the  lords*  l>y  the  burgesses,  against  the 
magistrates  and  council,  who  prepared  to  defend  theihi* 
selves  by  voting  L.100  Scots,  to  defray  the  CKpence 
of  three  diifefent  processes. 

But  these  disputes  were  Anally  settled  by  arbitra- 
tion, having  been  referred  to  "  His  Majesty,  Alexan- 
"  der  lord  Urquhart,  Alexander  Commeiidater  of  CuU 
**  ros,  Mr.  James  Eiphinstone  of  Invewiochtie,  Mr. 
"  John  Lindsay  of  Menmure,  four  of  the  senators  of 
'*  the  college  of  justice,  Maistres  Robert  Bruce,  DJivid 
"  Lindsay,  David  Cunningham,  James  Balfour,  minis* 
"  ters  of  Chrystis'  evangell,  John  Arnot,  late  provost 
*'  of  Edinburgh,  John  Johnston,  burgess  thairof,  Ki- 
*'  colas  Edward,  present  provost  thairof,  and  Henry 
*'  Nisbett,  burgess  of  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh,*' 
as  arbitrators  mutually  chosen  by  the  parties.  At 
Edinburgh  and  "  Halieru id -house"  a  decreet-arbitrat 
was  pronounced  on  the  7th  December,  159^ by  which 
it  appears  that  the  burgesses  had  so  fajflfined  their 
object,  that  several  of  their  leading  mepBffe  appoint- 
ed to  the  magistracy  and  council,  t^  decreet,  also 
z  • .  declared. 
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declared,  "  that  in  all  tyme  curaing,  tlie  acts  of  parli • 
**  ament  anent  the  election  of  magistrates,  col^lsaH,  and 
''  officemen  within  burgh  be  precisely  observit ;"  aad 
all  actions  at  the  instance  of  the  burgesses  relative  to 
elections  were  discharged. 

The  elections  of  the  magistrates  and  council  were 
made  at  Michaelmas  15D3  and  1594j  in  terms  of  the 
above  decreet  and  act  of  parliament  ordained  to  be  ob- 
served ;  and  in  each  of  these  two  elections  six  deacons 
of  crafts,  being  one  for  each  cr^ft,  are  mentioned  as 
voters.  On  the  24th  September,  1595,4he  old  coun* 
cil,  consisting  of  seventeen  burgesses  of  guild,  and  two 
craftsmen,  met  and  elected  thirteen  burgesses  of  guild, 
and  two  craftsmen,  to  constitute,  the  new  council 
for  the  succeeding  year,  along  with  four  members 
of  the  old  council.  At  this  election,  several  of  the 
craftsmen  appeared,  and  claimed  that  one  of  each 
craft  should  have  the  power  of  voting  for  the  provost, 
bailies,  and  *'  remanent  officemen  of  the  said  burgh, 
"  by  and  attour  the  saids  four  craftsmen,  on  th^  auld 
"  and  new  counsal/'  protesting,  that,  if  denied  this 
right,  the  election  should  Le  void.  It  was  answered, 
"  that  the  four  craftsmen,  upon  the  auld  and  new 
*'  couxisalls,  oucht  and  suld  be  complit  four  voitis  for 
*"  the  craftis  in  the  said  election  of  the  provost,  bal- 
"  lies,  and  uther  officemen,  and  that  by  their  saidis 
"  four  voitis  the  free  craftis  of  the  said  burgh  allen- 
*'  arlie  that  has  not  ane  persone  of  their  said  craft  on 
''  the  said  ijkld  and  new  counsall  oucht  only  to  have 
"  voit  in  tmQIlection  of  the  officemen/' 

To  avoid  litigiiioD,  it  was  agreed  by  the  magistrates 

and 
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and  cooffcil  on  the  one  part,  and  the  craftsmen  on  the 
other,  that  this  question  should  be  referred  to  the  ami- 
cable decision  of  the  commissioners  for  the  boroughs. 
Accordingly,  the  general  convention  held  at  Aberdeen, 
gave  their  decreet-arbitral  on  the  5th  July,  1596,  to 
the  following  effect :  That  in  all  time  coming,  there 
shall  be  two  craftsmen  of  the  old  council,  and  two  of 
the  new^  with  the  six  deacons  of  the  crafts,  entitled  to 
vote  at  the  annual  election  for  the  provost,  bailies, 
dean  of  guild,  and  treasurer.    And  if  any  of  these  ten 
persons  shall  happen  to  be  absent  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, the  other  members  of  the  crafts  being  present, 
are  allowed  to  chuse  others  to  vote  m  the  place  ot^ 
those  who  are  absent.     The  same  privilege  of  supply- 
ing the  votes  of  absent  members,  is  also  granted  to  . 
the  provost,  bailies,  dean  of  guild,  treasurer,  and  coun- 
cil ;  so  that  altogether,  the  election  is  completed  by 
thirty  votes,  or  seventeen  of  the  new,  and  thirteen  of 
the  old  council,  exclusive  of  the  provost's  casting  vote. 
All  differences  regarding  the  sett  of  the  borough 
were  now  at  an  end  ;  and  the  form  of  election  pre- 
scribed by  this  decreet-arbitral,  has  been  observed 
with  little  variation  down  to  this  day.     The  whole 
body  of  magistrates  and  council,  therefore,  consists  of 
a  provost,  fonr  bailies,  dean  of  guild,  treasurer,  and 
twelve  members  of  council,  having  a  right  to  manage 
the  town's  public  affairs,  and  to  vote  for  a  representa- 
tive in  parliament. 

Z  2  €HAPTX» 
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l^OR  the  year  1591>  Alexander  Kiuherford  was  pre- 
TOSt :  Thomas  Menzie3,  yost.  for  next  year ;  and  John 
Cheyne>  for  1593.  This  year,  the  Marischal  College 
and  University  of  Aberdeen^  was  founded  an4  endowed 
by  George>  earl  Marischal  of  Scotland^  by  charter 
dated  2d  April ;  and  the  reader  is  referred  ta  the  Ap« 
pendiXy  No.  II.  for  a  particular  account  of  that  senii'- 
Binry,  which  wa»  drawn  up  for  Sir  John  Sinclair's  Sta^ 
tistical  work  by  one  of  the  g^itlemen  of  the  faculty. 

The  following  gentlemen  fUIed  the  office  of  first 
magistrate  of  Aberdeen,  for  the  years  respectively 
prefijued  to  their  names,  viz. 

za  1594- 
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1594  ^ohn  Collison.  1600  Alepc*  Batherford. 

1595  Thos.  Mensie?.  lOOl  Alex.  Callea. 
1396  Alex.  Kotb^rford*.       1602  Tbos.  Menzies. 

1597  Alex.  Chalmere.  160S  Alex.  RatherfonL 

1598  Alex.  Rutherford.         1604  Dsu  Menzies,  sen; 

1599  Alex.  CuUcti.  1605  Alex.  Rotherfoid. 

On  the  24th  March,  leo^,  queen  Elizabeth  died  in 
the  seventieth  year  of  her  age,  and  forty -fiflh  of  her 
reign ;  and  on  the  same  day,  James  VI.  of  Scotland 
was  proclaimed  king,  at  the  palace  of  Whitehall,  and 

al 

*  During  thii  vad  the  foUowiiig  year,  bo  ffrwer  than  twtoty- 
three  peraont  lost  their  livet  for  die  crime  of  vMtnf/is  of 
whom  one  died  in  prison,  another  hanged  hcnelf,  and  twcoty- 
ooe  suffered  at  the  stake.  An  account  of  the  eipencc  of  their 
eiecntion  is  recorded ;  and  as  a  specimen  of  the  price  and  quan- 
tity of  the  materials  used  for  burning  witches,  the  following  i». 
presented,  tiz. 

Chrhttm  MHtidl^  Bn*U  Thpm^  and  Ztaiel  Sorrow* 

9th  March,  1 596.  Itemt  For  a  boll  and  a  half  of  coals  to  b«n^ 
the  said  witches^  30  shillings.  Item,  For  thirtj-five  loada  of 
peats,  1..4  IDs.  Item,  For  six  barrels  of  tar,  L.10  Is.  Item, 
For  two  iron  barrels,  eight  shillings.  Item, For  a  stake,  dress&g 
and  setting  up,  19s.  ed.  Item,  For  eight  fathoms  of  rope,  eight, 
disl  linga.  .  Item ,  For  the  carrying  of  the  ooals,  peaits  and  harsole, 
eight  shiil^gs.  Item*  To  lohn  iwl^t  (^hf  haognMo},  for  hii 
fee,  so  shillings. 

These  poor  people  were  accused  of  being  the  D.^— — Fs  agests  ; 
and  it  is  astonishing  that  the  reformed  clergy  could  haTe  belicTed 
that  his  mh/e  majesty ,  to  whom  they  ascribed  so  much  cumumg^ 
should  have  employed  only  ignorant,  old,  and  decrepit  women, 
ae  hi|  instruments  in  carrying  on  hia  war  against  mankind.^ 


aiibe  tirott  kk  ^haafitU^,  amld«t  the  ttcclfimiiiians  of 
tbe  p«op)€.  In  tb^  foUowiog  ye«r«  the  onkm  of  H^ 
tvo  liiagriQiiit  was  proposed ;  but  vmom  causes  com** 
baied  to  ittStak  Azt  meworv^  wkiob  ternuQated  in  tbe 
si]|ipmitoB  #f iuoiiilitkt,  and  tho  ft&]uioir]tdg«iC9^>  by 
both.  couniariftB^  of  sbbflusmn  to  oiio  m^oarcb*. 

The  Stewart  fam^y  were  re^arkublo  fof  tbei?  reU* 
gkiiu  preiodioes;  and  Jasies  detested  Ae  prefbytertaift 
form  of  chorcb  goremment*  He  was  extremely  desi* 
reos  t»  establiib  episeopwy  id  Scotland,  and  tbus.in- 
traduce  ecckaiaattoal  confennky  throughout  the  biog«- 
domfo  He  prohibited  a  meeting  of  the  assembly 
which  was  called  et  Aberdeen  o»  the  last  Toesday  of 
July  i'604.  But  delegates  from  seTend  of  the  presr 
byterieft  conveDed*  in  defiance  of  tbe  royal  aiitbority> 
and  Uiey  continued  their  meeting  until  the  last  day  of 
Se^^o^ier.  ^  Mr.  John  Forbes  of  Alford>  and  Mr. 
^  John  Welch  ai^  Ayr,  were  tbe  principal  rii^leaiiS^,*^ 
and  both,  with  some  others  of  the  most  obstinate  of  ihe^ 
ministens,  were  pnwsbed  &r  their  Cfmtempt  of  the 
bing's  authority. 

The  parliement  wbicb  assembled  at  Penh  in  July> 
1606,  passed  two  acts,  extending  the  royal -preroga* 
tiye^  and^  restoring  the  temporalities  of  the  bishops. 
The  Presbyterian  clergy  opposed  these  measures  with 
the  greatest  keeooess,  aad  tho  cfaurcb  of  Scotland  was 
altogetbiMT  in  a  mi^t  distracted  state.  To  rt*store  tran^ 
quilltty,  the.  king  called  m  eaclesiastical  convention^ 

which 

*  hwg^s  History  of  Scotland,  vol.  L  p.  15.  * 
I  Sfcinher*«  Eccles.  Hilt.  vol.  ii.  p.^  243r 
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Vvhich  met  at  Hampton  Court,  on  the  20tb  of  Sq^iem* 
btr.  The  subjects  of  the  conference  were— the  ilie* 
gality  of  the  meeting  held  at  Aberdeen,  and  the  expc* 
diency  of  a  peaceful  convention  of  the  clei^.  Tfa^ 
bishops  were  sufficiently  obsequious  to  his  majesty's 
wishes,  for  their  own  interest  was  cphcerned ;  but  the 
ministers  were  not  so  complying ;  and  '*  the  contro- 
"  versy  terminated,  as  might  have  been  expected,  in 
'•  recrimination  and  reproach*." 
'  The  presbyterian  delegates  wera  WQustly  and  se- 
verely punished.  They  had  been  invited  to  a  free 
conference,  where  persuasion  atone  was  the  means 
proposed  to  reclaim  them  ;  but  James  resorted  to  co- 
ercion,  and  betrayed  his  intolerant  and  tyrannic  pria* 
ciples  by  the  imprisonment  or  the  exile  of  the  minis* 
tersf, 

A  convention  was  held  the  10th  December^  1606,  at 
'Linlithgow,  which  was  composed  of  members  selected 
by  the  bishop.  This  assembly  s^pointed  the  bishopa 
to  be  moderators  of  the  presbyteries  where  they  re- 
sided, and  perpetual  moderators  of  provincial  synods. 
The  moderators  and  derks  of  presbyteries  were  de- 
clared official  members  of  the  assemblies,  and  render- 
ed permanent,  with  their  salaries  dependent  o»  the  bi« 
shops.  It  is  said,-  that  the  most  turbulent  and  clamo- 
rous of  the  clergy  were  bribed  to  acquiescence  in  these 
measures,  by  the  distribution  of  40,000  merk8|.  If 
this  circumstance  be  true,  it  demonstrates  the  venality 

of 

^  J-aing*ii  HiHQtjy  vol  u  p.  35.  f  IBid.  p.  37.. 

t  Ibid,  p.'  38.. 
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of  the  churcbmen^  and  proves  that  tht  episcopiiiaiM 
were  not  more  piire  than  tlie  other  ^oominetiont  Of 
clergy. 

The  presbyteries  were  intimidated,  and  the  greater 
part  complied  with  the  regulations.  Bat  in  ^tbe  sy- 
nods, the  ministers  declared  their  independence,  and* 
rejected  these  ordinances  of  the  assembly  as  unwar* 
ranted  or  ille^l.  The  bishops^  however,  had  oblain*  - 
ed  an  important  advantage,  which  conveyed  gnat 
ftttlhoHty ;  and  they  suspended  the  provincial  synods 
as  seditious  meetings.  Episcopacy  now  gradually  ac- 
quired the  ascendancy  over  the  more  simple,  and  per- 
haps, more  rational,  forn>  of  presbyterian  worship/ 
which  neither  diverts  the  attention  by  ceremony,  nor 
impresses  tie  imagination  by  show,  but  leaves  the 
mind  to  the  full  infloence  of  religious  abstraction. 

Two  courts  of  H^h  Connmstian  were  established  at 
St.  Andrews  and  Glasgow  (anno  1610),  with  autho- 
rity to  regulate  all  ecclesiastical  matters,  and  with  a 
jurisdiction  that  extended  to  the  cognizance  of  the  CQn- 
▼ersation,  conduct,  and  opinions,  of  every  individual  of 
the  kingdom*.  To  give  efficacy  to  the  episcopcdiaft 
System,  three  prelates  were  consecrated  in'  London, 
with  power  to  confer  the  apostolical  character  on  their 
titular  brethren  at  home,  which  they  accordingly  did ; 
ami  the  episcopal  church  was  thus  settled  in  Scotland, 
"  after  fifty  years  of  confusion,  and  a  multiplicity  of 
*'  windings  and  tufningsf*" 

In  the  year  1617,  the  king  visited  Scotland,  and 
m  called 

*  Lainga  vol.  u  p.  S8. 
t  Skinoer,  vol.  il  p.  253. 
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called  a  parliament,  which  m^t  at  Edinburgh  on  (be 
13th  June.  Although  the  hierarchy  was  nearly  per- 
fect^ yet  the  presbyterian  form  of  worship  was  retain- 
ed in  the  church,  and  James  was  most  anxious  to  abo- 
lish it,  by  assimilating  the  ceremonies  in  Scotland  to 
thosie  in  England.  .  But  the  rites  in  religion  are  often 
deemed  of  more  importance  than  the  doctrines;  and 
an  opposition  to  bis  measures  was  manifested  in  parli- 
ament. He  wished  to  pass  an  act,  declaring,  "  that 
*'  in  ecclesiastical  affairs  whatever  shonld  be  deter- 
''  mined  by  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  prelates, 
*^  and  a  competait  number  of  the  clergy,  should  receive 
"  the  operation  and  force  of  law."  A  protestation 
was  presented  to  parliament  by  the  clergy  against  this 
measure,  and  the  article  was  withdrawn ;  but  Simpson 
and  Ewart,  who  had  signed  this  protest,  and  Calder- 
wood,  who  had  written  it,  were  convicted  of  sedition 
by  the  high  commission  of  St.  Andrews,  and  punished, 
the  former  by  imprisonment,  and  the  latter  by  exile. 
Such  conduct  in  the  king  and  the  high  commission, 
presents  a  deplorable  picture  of  regal  and  ecclesiastical 
tyranny*. 

Various  ceremonies  were  proposed  by  James  to  be 
observed  in  the  Scotch  church,  and  they  were  reduced 
to  five  articles,  which  were  adopted  by  the  assembly 
held  at  Perth,  on  the  23th  of  August,  1618.  Many  of 
the  clergy,  however,  and  the  people  at  large,  detested 
these  innovations  as  dangerous  to  true  religion,  and  as 
too  much  resembling  the  Romish  worship.  But,  in- 
significant 

^  JLsing,  vd.  i.  p.  72. 
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significant  as  they  were,  they  assumed  a  magnitude  in 
the  eyes  of  the  king  and  the  nation,  t^at  led  to  im- 
portant conseq^uences. — ^The  articles  of  Perth  were  con- 
firmed by  the  parliament  which  met  at  Edinburgh  on 
the  4th  August,  1621,  although  resisted  by  a  nume- 
rous party.  A  scene  of  persecution  now  commenced^ 
and  episcopacy  triumphed ;  but  after  years  of  >  civil 
war,  and  the  endurance  of  all  those  calamities  with 
which  a  nation  can  be  afflicted,  presbyterianism  was 
again  established. 

The  king  died  on  the  27th  March,  1625,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine,  in  the  fifty- seventh  year  of  his  reign, 
and  the  twenty-second  after  his  accession  to  the  crown 
of  England.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son^  Charles  I. 
who  was  not  more  prudent  than  his  father,  and  finally 
lost  his  crown  and  his  life,  through  his  interference 
with  the  religious  opinions  of  the  people,  and  his  en- 
croachments on  their  civil  liberties. 

William  Gk>rdon  was  the  last  of  the  Romish  bi- 
shops who  filled  the  see  of  Aberdeen ;  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  David  Cunningham,  son  to  the  laird  of 
Cunningham- head,  and  sub-dean  of  Glasgow,  who 
was  the  first  reformed  bishop.  He  was  preferred 
to  this  see  by  James  VI.  through  the  intercession 
of  the  earl  of  Morton,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain 
durmg  the  time  of  his  regency.  It  is  said  by  Spot-  . 
tiswood,  that  he  was  a  worthy  man,  but  that  the 
times  being  so  bad,  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
doing  any  good.  A  short  time  before  his  death,  he 
was  sent  ^y  king  James  on  an  embassy  to  several  of 
the  'princes  of  Germany,  ia  which  he  acquitted  him- 
self 
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self  to  the  aatiBiicliMi  of  bit  enployer.    He  died  at 
Aberdeen  (anno  1603)»  Md  was  succeeded  by  Peter 
Blackburn,  rector  of  St.  Nicholas'  church.    He  was 
born  in  Glasgow,  where  he  taught  philosophy  in  the 
college  for  several  yoars  previously  to  his  appointment 
as  minister  of  Aberdeen.    He  endeavoured  to  coDci- 
liate  the  good  opinion  of  the  contending  factions  in  the 
church ;  but  while  he  studied  to  please  the  opponents 
of  episcopacy,  he  became  obnoxious  to  both  partiesi 
and  thus  lost  hb  influence  and  his  authority.     He  died 
at  Aberdeen,  anno  1615,  and  was  succeeded  by  Alex- 
ander Forbes,  parson  of  Fotte rcaim,  of  the  house  of 
Ardmurdo.    He  was  bishop  of  Caithness,  and  translated 
thence  to  Aberdeen ;  but  he  did  not  enjoy  his  office 
much  above  a  year,  anid  died  anno  1618^. 

Patrick  Forbes  of  Corse,  a  descendant  of  the  family 
of  Forbes  in  Aberdeenshire,  succeeded  bishop  Alexan- 
der Forbes.     He  was  well  educated  in  human  learning, 
and  inclined  to  virtue.     He  was  far  advanced  in  life 
before  he  entered  into  holy  orders ;  and  a  curious  cir- 
cumstance is  related,  as  the  cause  that  induced  him  to 
assume  the  sacred  character.    It  is  said  by  Keith, 
"  For  a  good  space  be  refused  to  enter  into  holy  br- 
''  ders  ;  bul  at  last  when  he  was  forty-eight  years  old, 
"  viz.  anno  1612,  he  was  prevailed  upon  :  a  very  sin- 
''  gular  accident  having  intervened,  which  made  him 
*'  then  yield,  via.  the  earnest  obtestation  of  a  religious 
"  minister,  who,  in  a  fit  of  melancholy,  had  stabbed 
^'  himself;  bi\t  survived  to  lament  his  error.f.^'     This 
is  not  the  only  instance  where  the  reveries  of  a  mad- 
roan 
•  Keith*(  Catalogue,  p.  7P.  f  Ibid. 
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man  hare  been  deemed  the  effusions  of  inspimtion, 
and  produced  consequences  of  mote  importance  than 
Mr.  Forbes*s  introduction  to  the  church*     ^ 

He  was  pastor  of  the  village  of  Keith  in  Strath-tsia, 
in  the  diocese  of  Moray,  where  he  remained  until 
1 6?  8,  when  he  was  elected  bishop  of  Aberdeen.  H» 
made  it  a  practice  to  visit  the  di(Fet-ent  churches  with« 
in  bis  bounds  on  the  Lord's  day,  without  any  retinue, 
that  he  might  surprise  the  ministers  in  the  performance 
of  tlie  service.  He  wrote  a  commentary  on  the ,  book 
o(  Revelations.  He  died  the  28th  of  March,  ,1635,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  was  interred  in  the  south 
aisle  of  the  cathedral. 


2  A  CHAPTER 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


eOKTESTi^ 


[Tkerevn  or  AvtmoBSif— cBVKcif  XPFjiiiis*!rATio!?i«r«. 

Cf>VCHiillT— THB  "  JtiMMm  JfaSTLSB  •¥  TUB  COrEKANl'^ 
AT  ABEBPEEN— CITIL  WAR— ABERdEElT  OCCUPIED  bv 
TBE  MARQUIS  OP  HORTROSE,  ftc.  &e.— BRIOGB  OF  OEE 
PORCB0  BY  XORTBOSB-^PEACE  »P  BERWICK.} 


*    *    »    * 

!I:H£  following  gentleman  were  elected  prorosts  of 
Aberdeen^^for  the  years  prefixed  to  their  names,  viz. 

1606,  Alexander  Cullen  ;  1 607,  Alexander  Ruther« 
ford;  1608^  Alexandeir  Cullen  >  1609— 1614,  Alex- 
ander Rutherford ;  16t5--1620,  Thomas  Menaies  of 
Cults;  1621,  David  Rutherford;  1622,  George  Ki^ 
Irolson;  J623^rl6S3^  Paul  Menzies  of  Kinmundy  ; 
1634>  Patrick  Leslie;  1635,  Robert  Johnston;  1636, 
Alexander  Jaflfiray ;  1637,  Robert  Johnston;  1638*, 
2  A  2  Alexander 

'  <>  On  the  9th  of  September  this  year,  king  Charles  1.  granted 
»  chmrter  of  confirmation  to  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  of  which  the 
leador  will  find  »  copy  in  th«  Aypendia,  No*  UL 
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Alexander  Jaffray ;  1639,  l(5iO,  Patrick  Leslie; 
16H,  Alexander  Jaffray  ;  1642-3,  Patrick  Leslie; 
1644-,  Robert  Farquhar ;  1645-6,  Thomas  Gray; 
J 647,  Patrick  Leslie;  1646,  Thomas  Gray;  1649, 
Alexander  Jaffray ;   1 630,  Robert  Farquhar. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  king  Charles's  reign,  was  the 
revocation  of  impropriated  tithes  and  benefices ;  but 
the  conTention  of  estates  refused  to  sanction  the  mea- 
sure. It  could  scarcely  be  expected,  indeed,  that 
those  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  who  had  so  long  en- 
joyed the  spoils  of  the  church,  would  relinquish  their 
plunder  without  a  struggle.  But  a  commission  of  sur- 
render passed  the  Great  Seal  on  the  26th  June,  1627*, 
which  excited  general  discontent.  The  necessities  of 
the  crown  were  urgent,  and  the  stipends  of  the  clergy 
were  to  be  augmented.  Charles  considered  the  hier- 
archy as  a  divine  institution,  intimately  bleiided  with 
the  monarchy  and  the  rights  of  kings.  To  restore  it, 
therefore,  to  its  ancient  splendour,  was  the  object  of 
his  solicitude  ;  and  the  clergy,  in  return,  supported  his 
schemes  with  all  their  influence.  This  impolitic  mea- 
sure, however,  disgusted  many  of  the  most  potent  ba- 
rons, "  who  leagued  with  the  presbyterians  in  opposi- 
"  tion  to  the  crown." 

Charles  re- visited  his  native  country,  and  w^as  crown- 
ed on  the  18th  June,  1633.  A  parljament  assembled 
ten  days  after ;  and  the  king,  by  deception,  threaten- 
ings,  and  terror,  obtained  its  sanction  to  the  commis- 
uon  of  surrendries,  and  also,  its  authority  to  two  acts 

relative 

^  ♦  Skinner't  Ecd.  Hi«t*  vol.  ii.  p.  287. 
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xelatire  to  the  chtircb.  The  one,  regulating  the  habiis 
of  chorchmea ;  for  it  was  deemed  a  maiter  of  import- 
ance to  introdace  the  Eaglisk  wrpUcc;  and  the  other, 
confirming  the  priyikges  of  episcopacy.  These  mea* 
sores  did  not  pass,  bowevei^,  withoat  a  ^renuous  oppo* 
sitioA  from  a  mimcfroos  and  powerful  party  in  parlia* 
ment;  and  his  majesty's  conduct  on  this  eccasioiv 
CQOtribated  to  his  future  ruin*.  * 

Through  the  partiality  of  Charles,  tlie  prelates  ob- 
tained the  first  offices  in  the  state ;  and  it  Will  he  easily 
believed,  th^t  their  ambition,  and  desire  for  power,  did 
uot  cea^e,  nor  were  even  diminished  by  their  elevation. 
They  wished  to  subject  the  country  to  ecclesiastical  do- 
H)inioB>  and  to  introduce  a  spiritual  tyranny  paramount 
to  the  civil  authority.  The  Ronisb  clergy  were  ac- 
cined  of  meddling  with  state  afiairs,  and  charged  with 
an  intolerant  spirit;  the  presbyterians  attempted  to> 
assume  power^  and  were  equally  intolerant ;.  and  now 
we  find  that  the  episcopaliana  were  not  better  than 
either :  in.  fact,  all  national  churches  (excepting  our 
own  of  the  present  day),  have  constantly  claimed  a 
aumopply  of  opinion,  ov,  in.  other  words,  they  have 
wished  to  depress  dissenters. 

To  establish  episcopacy  on  a  sure  foundation,  a  book 

of  eanona  was  prepared,  which  the  king  confirmed 

2  A  S>  under 

*  Mr.  Lsiag  (vol.  s.  p»  10S}»  mentions- a  cartoof  circuoutaoce 
.relative  to  thia  biMiaeis*  He  layv  "  Though  rejected  by  fifteen 
*'  peers,  and  fortr-five  commouera,  the  articles  \fere  false};:  re- 
*'  ported  bj  the  lord-regtstec,,  as  affirmed  by  parliament  ;V  and 
that  his  majesty  interposed  to  prevent  a  scrntinj.  If  this  be 
true^his  majesty  must  be  considered  as  a  despicable  character. 
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under  the  gfeat  seal,  the  23d-May«  16S5>  **  enioining 
*'  all  archbishops,  bishops,  and  others  exercising  ec 
"  clesiastical  jurisdiction  in  Scotland,  to  see  ^hem 
"  punctually  observed/'—"  These  canons  were  print-* 
*^  ed  at  Aberdeen  in  16S6,  and  as  soon  as  published, 
**  became  the  subject  of  much  clamour  and  criticism^ 
^  which  indeed  was  no  more  than  might  be  expect* 
"  ed\**  Next  year,  the  Ldturgy  was  introduced, 
which  excited  the  greatest  alarm,  lest  popery  should 
t>e  revived,  to  which  episcopacy  was  supposed  to  be 
analogous. 

A  tumult  took  place  in  Edinburgh,  on  Sunday,  the 
SSd  July,  1636,  which  interrupted  the  service.  An 
old  woman  committed  the  fim  act  of  hostility,  by 
throwing  the  stool  she  sat  upon  at  the  dean's  head ; 
and  the  whole  city  was  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  The 
canons  and  the  liturgy  were  generally  rejected  through- 
out the  kingdom.  The  prelates  were  deemed  the  au- 
thors of  them  ;  against  whom  the  tide  of  popular  opi- 
nion run  high.  They,  were  accused  of  introducing 
idolatry,  and  of  being  the  cause  of  the  discontent  which 
'prevailed.  A  supplication  against  the  service-book 
was  presented  to  the  council,  subscribed  by  a  strong 
'party  of  earls,  barons,  ministejrs,  and  burgesses.  A 
proclamation  was  issued  against  the  supplicants,  who, 
in  return,  protested  against  its  authority  ;  at  the  same 
time,  disclaiming  the  jurisdiction  of  the  prelates,  their 
illegal  rites,  and  canonsf .  '  The  protestation  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  establishment  of  an  authority  in  opposi- 
tion 
•  Skinner's  Eccl.  Hist.  vol.  ii.  p.  2^96. 
t  I^aing,  vol.  1.  p.  I  SO. 
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to  the  governmeiit^  entitled,  "  The  Four  Tobies,**  con- 
sisting of  the  nobility,  barons,  ministers,  and  burges* 
ses ;  and  their  first  act  wa9  the  renewal  of  a  Natianai 
Cavaumi,  by  which  they  strengthened  and  cemented 
their  union. 

On  the  1st  March,  1638,  this  celebrated  deed  was 
subscribed  and  sworn,  with  uplifted  hands,  in  Grey- 
friars  church,  by  thousands  of  both  sexes.  Emissaries 
were  dispatched  over  the  whole  country,  to  make  coth> 
verts  and  to  obtain  signatures  to  the  new  covenant. 
The  southern  and  western  counties  readily  embraced 
it }  bjat  in  the  northern  districts  it  was  not  so  favour- 
ably received;  particularly  in  Aberdeen,'  where  the 
influence  of  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  the  clergy,  and  the 
learned  doctors  of  the4]niver9ities,  withheld  the  people 
from  subscribing*. 

Commissioners  were  dispatched  to  Aberdeen  by  the 
Tables,  to  exhort  the  inhabitants,  and  to  procure  their 
subscription  to  thet  covenant.  The  worthy  mission- 
aries selected  for  this  purpose,  were,  Mr.  Alexander 
Henderson,  minister  of  Leuchars  in  Fife,  and  Mr.  Da- 
vid Dickson  of  Irvine,  who  were  desired  to  call  to 
their  assistance  the  noted  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  minister 
of  Pitsligo  in  Buchan.  The  renowned  marquis  of 
M(mtrose,who  at  this  time  was  a  covenanter,  with  the 
lord  Coupar,  the  Master  of  Forbes,  Burnett  of  Leys, 
and  Grahame  of  Morphie,  followed  (20th  July,  1638 J, 
to  enforce  the  argumentsof  th^  divines.  They  were 
cooljy  received  in  the  town  by  the  magistrates  and 

mim8ter8>. 

*  BaUlie*8  L«aert,  p.  72.  •    . 
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ministers,  «rho  rcfosed  them  the  nse  of  tbe  churches. 
They  were  determiaed,  howeyer,  not  to  be  disappoioC- 
ed  in  their  object*  and  accordingly  preached  three 
limes  on  Sunday  to  immense  crowds,  from  the  windowr 
of  a  wooden  gallery  in  lord  MarischaFs  Close*>  vthen 
lour  to  five  hundred  subscribed.  Ttkcy  preached  again 
on  Monday,  and  Uien  '*  went  out .  to  the  shenfidom, 
**  where,  with  much  labour,  they  persuaded  many f/^ 
They  returned  to  Aberdeen  on  the  Saturday  follow* 
ing  (tbe  29th  July),  haying  prevailed  on  more  than 
half  the  ministers  of  the  diocese,  and  many  laymen,  to- 
subscribe.  Dr.  William  Guild  and  Mr.  Bobert  Reid 
signed  the  covenant  conditionally,  on  the  SOth,  and 
afterwards  the  mission  returned  to  the  south  country  X» 
The  most  strenuous  opponents  of  the  "  tliree  Jpos^ 
"  ties  of  the  Covenant"  were  the  professors  of  the  two* 
coUegesi  who  have  always  been  men  of  abilities;  and 
a  paper  war  commenced  between  them,  which,  to  be 
sure,  did  less  injury  to  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  thau 
the  leaden  bullets  of  the  marquis  of  Montrose  at  a 
subsequent  period.  The  learned  doctors^  however,  al- 
though they  had  the  advantage  in  point  of  argument^ 
were  afterwards  severely  punished  for  their  temerity 
on  this  occasion,  and  were  "  persecuted  with  such  un* 
*'  relenting  fury,  that,  to  save  their  lives,  they  were 
^'  forced  to  leave  their  country,  and  go  into  voluntary 
"  exile§.'* 

Oa 

«  Oordofi's  MSS.  B*  H.  p.  75. 

t  BaillieV  Letters,  vol^  i.  p.  73. 

I  Spalding**  History  of  th»  Troublca,  vol.  i.  p.  70.. 

i  Skin&cr,  vol..  ii.  p.  SI  9- 
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On  the  2 1st  November  this  year,  a  General  Assem- 
bly-sat down  at  Glasgow,  composed  of  a  motley  group 
of  earls,  barons,  presbyters,  and  burgesses ;  and  Hen* 
derson  was  chosen  moderator.  A  great  deal  of  alter- 
cation  took  place  between  the  assembly  and  the  king's 
commissioner,  who  at  last  dissolved  it;  but  the  mem« 
'  bers  refused  obedience  to  his  authority,  and  continued 
their  sitting.  They  were  highly  gratified  by  the  ac- 
cession of  the  earl  of  Argyle,  who  deserted  the  courts 
and  joined  them*.  They  proceeded  to  the  main  ob- 
ject of  their  meeting,  and  abjured  episcopacy  as  anti- 
christian.  <  They  degraded  fourteen  bishops,  eight  of 
whom  were  excommunicated,  four  deposed,  and  two 
were  suspended.  The  crimes  alledged  against  them 
were  of  a  heinous  nature.  They  were  accused  of  su- 
perstitious innovations — the  abuse  of  power — simony 
—irregularity  in  their  lives — and  an  utter  disregard 
of  decency  t*  It  is  not  probable  that  these  allegations 
were  true  ;  but  they  afforded  a  pretence  for  the  sup- 
pression of  prelacy ;  and  the  assembly,  on  the  20th  of 
December,  arose  in  triumph. 

A  civil  war  was  now  inevitable,  and  both  parties 
prepared  for  the  contest.  The  king  summoned  the 
nobility  of  England  to  attend  him  at  York,  and  his 
intention  was  to  invade  Scotland  in  all  quarters.  The 
covenanters. were  no  less  active.  They  called  a  gene- 
ral meeting  of  their  party,  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on 
th^  20th  February,  }6S\),  which  accordingly  assem- 
bled ;  and  it  was  resolved  to  raise  an  army,  and  to 

appoint 

*  LaiDg,  vol  i.  p.  147.  t  ll'i^I*  P*  1^^' 
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appoiift  general  Leslie  to  tbe  ceoMnand.  The  castles 
efEdinbttrgbafidDHmbertOD^  aad  the  palace  of  Dal- 
keith were  setaed^  together  with  a  large  store  of  am- 
B^uttttOD  and  avaM*. 

.  The  city  of  Aberdeen  still  adhered  to  the  king's  in- 
terest and  were  enconraged  lo  reject  the  measures  of 
Ae  covenanierv  hy  the  marqiiii  of  H«tttly>  the  niagU« 
ti«le«»  the  clergy,  and  the  doctors  of  the  nnirefsitiefl. 
Thenatquts  of  Mmitsose  and  general  Leslie  collected 
an  army  from  the  senthem  coanties  to  impose  the 
ceyenant  on  the  northern  districts*  and  to  seine  Hintf « 
>y ;  and  the  citinens  of  Aberdeen  peepwtd  for  a  siegtw 
They  were  drilled  to  the  tiae  of  arms  hy  colonel  iohn- 
stoun  ;  and  on  the  Ist  March  they  began  to  fortify  the 
town;  by  casting  a  ditch  from  the  Geik^gate  pert 
along  the  north  side  down  to  the  Castle-hiil ;  and  en 
the  sooth  side,  opposite  to  the.  loch,  they  raised  a  wood- 
en breastwork  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  their  miis« 
qaeteers.  Ekyen  pieces  of  ordnance  were  planted  en 
the  streetsf.  A  seasonable  supply  of  arme  and  am- 
munition was  received  on  the  17th  of  March;  a 
yacht  and  transport  baying  arrived  from  England  at 
the  port  of  Aberdeen,  with  two  thousand  mosquets^  and 
a  thousand  pikes,  with  harness  and  arms  for  horse  and 
foot,  lead,  powder,  and  matches,  which  were  deliver- 
ed to  the  marquis  of  Himt1y« 

At  this  time,  the  marquis  received  a  commission 
from  the  king,  appointing  him  lieutenant  of  the  norths 

em 

*  Laiog,  voL  i.  p.  154. 
t  Spaldiog,  to],  i.  p.  1 1 8. 
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emAfmoB  ^f  Sbvlkad  «KteiidiBg  froK  the  mtr  Dee 
teAecKliieinity  ^  CtitlHieM^  ^rkkh  jitbs  ^mkimei 
«t  Ae  0MMBS«r  Aberdeen  ion  Hie  IJdi  of  Marck.  in 
oensequence  tyf  tkis  commissioii>  the  maniuis  iounedi* 
Btely  proceeded  4e  operate,  laid  iuinaaoned  all  <he 
JoyyIigtB  ^em  the  ege  «£  eiKfteen  te  eiKl^,  to  meet  him 
HI  ams,  4nth  fifteen  day*  fM»mieiifi>  on  the  25th  of 
Maedw  On  the  22d,  ^e  inhabitaiits  of  the  (M  Tovrn 
and  iSpilfaal,  wuttaved  ti^tmr  etvength  under  the  inspect 
tieii  of «the  hisbop,  ^  the  funnber  of  a  iiiiadred  and 
siK^mea  f  iboAthey  <wer«>  *^  for  the  jnost  part,  foMt,^ 
**  meik,  and  uaarmei*.^*  On  the  enne  day,  King'd 
CoHege  was  abandoned  ihy  the  masters,  members,  and 
students,  and  its^Ues  were  shut. 

Not«»thstaadiag  'these  pKparaHons,  the  citeens  of 
Aberdeen  were  intiniidated  «t  the  apptoacfa  of  tiie  co- 
vensMters ;  ond  the  country  at  large  was  more  lAoltoed 
to  svppant,  t^an  to  oppose  them.  The  marquis  of 
Hiintly  and  "tiie  magisCtatcs  of  Ahetdeen  coneeiv^kig, 
therefoie,  that  resistmce  wonld  be  in  yam,  sent  pom- 
niiteieneia  4o  the  ooiMreation  of  the  coTenwirters  -held 
St  Montvose,  prapesing  tenaais  ef  accammodation.  Ohrt 
eTasive  answers  "wereretusned,  whidi  *M>»ed  §  reat^Cear 
"  to  the  4M^iigh  of  ^erdeent  ;**  and  the  marqjDiis  (has- 
tily  'letiied  to  Imm^tf,  «vdiere  fae  bad  ordemd  his 
^es  (to  tassemble ;  but  he  either  ^thought  Mb  .mmiy 
toe  wes^  to  oppose  the  <enemy,*or could  Jiet  sely^on  /&e 
iideiity  .<«f  bis  tiopps,  for  be  immedia|i(ely  onlered  distsfCk 
to  dispe»e|. 

MoQlfose 

-*  Spalding,  toL  i.  p.  1 16.        t  Ibid.  p.  118.        |  Ibid. 
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'  Montrose  and  Leslie  now  marched  to  Aberdeen 
rfiih  about  nine  thousand  foot  and  horse*  aGCompanied 
by  earl  MarischaUv  the  earl  of  Kingh9nij  the  lords 
Erskine,  Carnegie^   and    Eicho.      They  entered  the 
town  on  the  SOth»  about  ten  o'clock  morning,  by  the 
Upperkirkgate  port,  and  came  down  the  Broadgate, 
passing  through  Castle-street,  by  the  Justice  Port,  to 
the  Links, 'where  they  encamped.    They  were  joined 
on  the  same  day  by  lord  Frazer,  the  master  of  Forbes, 
and  other  barons,  with  s^out  iwo  thousand  men  from 
the  northern  counties.     The  earl  of  Kinghom  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  town,  which  he  garrisoned 
with  fifteen  hundred  men ;  and  the  citizens  were  set 
to  work  to  fill  up  the  ditches.     Montrose  put  his  ar- 
my in  motion  >  about  four   o'clock,  afternoon,  and 
marched  to  Kintore,  where  he  halted  for  two  days. 
He  then  advanced  to  Inverury,  where  he  pitched  his 
camp ;  and  to  prevent  his  farther  progress,  Huntly 
sent  Gordon  of  Straloch  to  propose  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  an  accommodation,  which  aecordii^;ly  took 
place ;  and  Huntly,  with  the  twelve  gentlemen  who 
accompanied  him  to  the  place  of  meeting,  went  with 
Montrose  to  his  head -quarters  at  Inverury. 

In  the  meantime,  the  earl  of  Kinghom  proceeded  to 
regenerate  the  town,  and  to  enforce  the  covenant.  A 
•comnuttee  was  appointed  to  sit  within  the  Greyfriars 
church,  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  covenant;  and  the 
principal  and  regents  of  King's  College,  with  the  doctors 
and  ministers  were  summoned  to  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee under  certification ;  and  also  all  those  who  had  not 
yet  subscribed,  whether  churchmen  or  laymen.     The 

provost. 
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pro?ostj  bailies,  and  councir,  with  many  others,  com- 
plied ;  bat  the  principal  of  the  college,  the  professors* 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  clergy,  had  previously  fled. 

On  the  6th  April,  Montrose  broke  up  his  camp  at 
Inrerury,  and  marched  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  ar-> 
rived  on  the  ^  same  day ;  and  encamped  again  in  the 
Links.  Next  day  (Sunday),  the  churches  of  the  Old 
and  New  Town  were  filled  with  soldiers,  and  the 
preachers  of  the  covenanters  published  the  assem- 
bles sentence  of  excommunication  against  the  prelates. 
On  Monday  (the  8th),  Montrose  mustered  his  army^ 
and  dismissed  all  those  who  from  weakness  of  body 
were  unable  to  do  duty.  On  the  9th,  the  earl  of  Sea- 
forth,  the  master  of  Lovat,  the  provost  of  Elgin,  and 
others,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  came  to  Aber- 
deen toofier  their  services,  and  remained  until  the  1 3th, 
when  they  returned  home. 

On  Wednesday  the  1 0th,  a  solemn  fast  was  held, 
and  after  sermon  the  covenant  was  redd,  to  which  the 
people,  both  men  rnd  women,  swore,  with  uplifted 
hands.  "  But  the  Lord  knows,*'  says  Spalding*; 
"  how  thir. town's  people  were  brought  under  perjury 
"  for  plain  fear,  and  not  from  a  willing  mind,  by  ty- 
*^  ranny  and  oppression  of  thir  covenanters,  who  com- 
*'  pelled  them  to  swear  and  subscribe,  supppse  ti^ey 
"  knew  it  was  against  their  hearts." 

On  Thursday,  the  1 1th,  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly,  visited  King's  College  ; 
and  the  members,  excepting  >hose  who  were  absent, 
2  B  were 

♦  Vol.iihi32. 
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were  ordained  to  m^e  public  profe     sicn  of  u)  ci.lrii 
in  the  church  of  St.  Machar. 

The  Argyle  Highlanders,  amounting  to  fire  hun- 
dred, joined  Montrose,  having  quartered  for  several 
days  on  the  lands  of  Drum  and  Pitfoddles,  ''  where 
"  they  had  very  good  fare  fdr  Kttle  payment.**  They 
conducted  themselves,  however,  with  so  much  propri-  . 
ety  in  Aberdeen,  that  the  town  gave  them  a  present 
of  five  hundred  merks^. 

Montrose  having  now  accomplished  his  object^  and 
\?ithout  bloodshed,  subjected  the  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  authority  of  the  Talles,  prepared  to 
return  to  the  south  country.  But  as  the  reluctance  of 
the  people  of  Aberdeen  to  subscribe  the  covenant,  had 
^been  the  ostensible  pretence  of  his  visit,  he  demanded 
u  contribution  of  a  hundred  thousand  merks.  The 
provost,  however,  having  assured  him,  that  the  town 
tould  not  possibly  pay  such  a  sum,  he  compromised 
it  for  ten  thousandf,  upon  condition  that  the  inhabi- 
tants should  contribute,  in  future,  to  the  common 
cause,  in  men  and  money,  which  they  according- 
ly promised  to  do.  General  Leslie  marched  from 
Abeydeen  on  the  12th,  with  the  foot  army,  and  field 
pieces.  Montrose,  and  the  other  nobles,  with  the 
"hbTSe,  remained  until  next  day,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
seizing  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  whom  they  conveyed 

to 

^  •  BpaldiDg,  vol,  u  p.  1S4. 

f  Tlus  was  the  first  levy  in  money  that  was  made  for  the 
maiotenaoce  of  the  amy  of  the  covenanters ;  and  the  Tahlea 
fined  the  town  to  fosty  thousand  mciltt  additional,  on  accbtiDt  of 
this  husincss. 
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to  Edinburgh,  where  they  arriv<?d  cathe  l9thof  Aj^riL 
Humly  rcfttsing^  to  subscrihe  tb«  coyenUnt^  wa«  mrdo 
ed  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh*  from  which  be  wa9  U« 
berated  at  the  pacification  of  Berwick*   . 

On  the  16th  ApriL  a  provincial  lynod  was  htld  in 
Aberdeen,  which  filled  np  the  vacancies  in  the  collegia 
and  appointed  new  miniater^  in  the  places  of  thoae  wh9 
had  absconded. 

The  friends  of  I}4inily  were  greatly  iffiinted  by  his« 

sei^re  and  impri9o$flQeiijt>  ao(d  jpeFb9p<»«  wer9  nol  M\y 

converted  to  the  principlea  of  ib«  coveJ^nteni.    The 

lord  Aboyne,  and  laird  of  BanlT^  wit^h  their  kiasmen^ 

of  the  nasoe  of  QQrdei|»  mcjiPifested  ii^ir  .hostile  ifiien^ 

tioffs  by  collecting  their  vawida  tQ  the  iiQiplkef  of  tW9 

tbMsand  horae  9M  foot^  vfiih  wkmn  tb^y  atpod  in  a' 

defensive  posture*    The  e^rU  Mari^chs^l  atid  Se«tforth ; 

thQ  lord  Fra^r  and  magtcr  «f  Forbes,  supported  the 

iftter^^  of  the  coven^ters ;  ftad  iMy  a^^emb^ed  dA 

the  95tb  »t  Aberdeefi,  where  mwy  h»r(w,  g^ile«k9»h 

and  othi^Sj  froe*  Bucl^i^  M*rr,  &c.  joined  tbfufi;'  iw 

all  aboftt  three  thomafid.    l^^r\  Marisch^l  asiHin^d  the 

government  of  Aberdeen,  quartered  his  troppau  p)a^ 

gt^irds*  and  took  posisessi(Hi  of  the  keys  of  tlie.tolbooti^ 

icirks,  and  ports.    Both  armies*  h^w^ver,  ^oon  ajit^r^ 

wards  broke  i^p,  withput  coming  ia  coptapt^  or  abed*' 

ding  any  blood  on  the  occasion.  ,     r. 

A  committee  of*  tb«  covenanters  had  af^int^  a 

iQeetiag  to  be  he)d  «t  Turriff  on  the  20tb  M^y  ;  and 

the  he^ds  of  tl^  party^  consifting  of  the  Iprd  frvjser,. 

2  B  2  the- 

*  Spalding,  vol.  i.  p,  i48. 
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master  of  Forbes,  &c.  assembled  with  twelve  hun- 
dred of  their  followers^  on  the  1 3th ;  but  the  Gor- 
dons surprised  and  dispersed  them,  haying  killed 
seyeraL  and  taken  some  prisoners.  The  victorious 
party  now  marched  to  Aberdeen,  of  which  they  took 
possession,  and  retaliated  upon  the  covenanters  all  the 
hardships  the  loyalists  had  formerly  experienced  from 
Montrose  Spalding  justly  remarks,  ''  No  doubt  this 
**•  was  very  grievous  to  Aberdeen,  to  be  so  used  by 
"  each  party  that  were  masters  of  the  field,  whereas 
''  all  the  other  burrows  of  Scotland  lived  both  first  and 
**  last  at  great  rest  and  quietness*." 

At  this  time  the  houses  and  lands  of  those  gentle- 
men who  had  signed  the  covenant,  along  Dee^side,  and 
throughout  Aberdeenshire,  were  plundered,  wasted, 
and  destr(»yed.  At  this  troublesome  period,  armies 
were  easily  collected,  and  hastily  disbanded.  The 
Gordons  remained  only  five  days  in  Aberdeen,  and  dis* 
missed  their  troops  on  the  21st  May,  with  pjermission 
to  the  Highlanders  to  plunder  the  covenanters  wherever 
they  pleased.  On  the  same  day  that  the  Gordons  left 
Aberdeen,  earl  Marischal<entered  the  town  with  about 
eight  hundred  horse  and  foot,  and  the  an ti- covenanters 
vrere  now  in  their  turn,  harassed  and  oppressed.  On 
the  24th,  two  thoi^and  men  joined  the  earl ;  and  next 
day,  Montrose^  Kihghorn,  and  others,  again  entered 
Aberdeen  with  about  foui*  thousand,  horse  and  foot,  and 
thirteen  field  pieces.  As  formerly,  they  marched  in 
order  of  battle  through  Broadgate  and  Castlegate  to 

the 

•  Spalding,  vol.  I  p.  152. 
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the  Liuksj  wJbisrie  tliey^  re^j^iai^ed  ^  apgbt  Tlie  in** 
s^crecMqfi  of  4^  Ggrdcofvi  1^9^  fc^pi^ed  ibemar4;;b  of 
^Qf4TQ8^s  ^ri^y;  to  ih^  north  if  ^nd  the  p^epple  of 
Ahenkci^  w«rf  uBf4iqiti&4  u^  thf ir  ti'asiji»ctipiii|y  wbic)^ 
dpBVir  fcrjt)i  the  r^i^iefitip^t  of  ih«  coyen^it^  9f  ^ 
«Q^Uief|«  p|irt#  of  the  kiiigdpin. 

Tl]|e  S94iliery  c^r>^i^  U^eir  depr«fiaiioi»»  to  gr^t  ex-: 
ceg»  jn  the  country  ^ucouod  i^berdeeii>  pl^odenqg  both 
b'md%  9iid  ea^eaujes,  ?od  viplex4ly  seatugev^iy  t^ii^ 
wUifcyi  their  re»ch  that  i^ra^  fither  Di  vaiu^  or.  of  iise^% 
1^  to»^  ^^  gqed  tep  thQ98iM9Ki  fiaerks^-  and  d^r«y|»| 
of  their  twelve  pieces  of  artiUery,  ^iit^  with  the*.^? 
c^ipn  of  ^vipBa,  pothi^  ^vrae  takea  from  iodiTi^i^lp. 

^pi^tFOfe  s»4^ched  northirairde  wUh  h»  ?raiy  pft* 
the  ^h  M?y>  wit|i  ih/e  lo^ptioiti  of  ws^tifig  tfap  Ism^df 
pf  t^  Hgtii-c^ej^j^fiters ;  hi^t  wh^  he  i^sA  ^sat  ^^^^/c^. 
M?r^  ^  ^^tle  of  Gighf^  he  received  i^e^ligei^^f 
that  ihft  }^s  4j^n^i  ipioDcairiit  and  TulUb^riUm^^. 
Colpnel  ^^iH  ^  other  k(fali/|t4»  |ism1  Arrived  i^. . 
A^njeea  Road^    with  a  p«i9$i^(erfib)e  forpe.      lif 
ihereiore  %uic)dy  r^med  M>  Abe^een^  whf  ne  he  ar* 
i^i'^d  0^)  the  $d  Jpiie.    After  feqaaiiiiiig  thref  detail  ki^ 
retreated  to  thl»  cojHity  pf  Ailgus.    Th«  >«wJ^»  ftf  the 
?b3  %aUiM». 

^  S|tfMbig  mf^tiens  (tql.!.  p.  liSO),  ^  fHiKf  eeeie  paRt«.. 
9l^%ievefei^t^(aiua9^p^ufi|,  4|»4  efeonats  for  it  ia  ^ 
^A7*  Wh^  MpptrqMf^  !^y  yr^n  baf,  in  Ab«rdc9e».thr  0%(r4 
vtd  meo  wore  bliie  ribj>0Dt  r9uii4  their  neckf ;  ^nd  when  tb^^ 
Ktired  firom  the  tewo,  MMne  of  the  women  in  derition,  adorned, 
^eir  do^  in  the  tame  manner.  This  was  a  joke  the  covenant* 
en  coald  not  bear,  and  they  eew  itMOUd  it  by  hXSkig^  «v«nr/ 
*>&ia4herd€en.. 
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toyaKsts  now  landed '  from  their  transports.  They 
r&used  a  prodamattoA  from  the  king  to  be  read  at  the 
cross,  and  again  returned  to  their  ships.  They  ex- 
pected three  thousand  men  from  Hamilton,  who  com* 
manded  the  English  fleet  which  was  then  in  the  Forth  ; 
but  they  were  completely  disappointed,  and  Glencaim 
and  TuUibanKne  returned  home  in  disgust  Lewis 
f^rdon  (the  third  son  of  the  marquis),  however,  came 
to  Aberdeen  with  about  a  thousand  horse  and  foot,  and 
four  brass  field  pieces.  The  houses  of  the  corenanters 
were  occupied  by  the  soldiers,  and  in  their  tnrn^  they* 
•now^uffered  aH  the  hardships  of  retaliatioii. 

•  Lord  Aboy  ne,  in  virtue  of  his  Commission  as  the  king'^ 
lieutenant,  summoned  all  true  subjects  to  repair  to  his 
standard,  and  his  force  soon  increased  to  two  thousand. 
DFrom  Aberdeen  he  raised  two 'hundred  men,  and"  from 
the  Old  Town,  forty  ;  and  altogether,  his  army  mus- 
tered about  four  thousand;  with  which  he  marched 
from  Aberdeen  to  Mochals,  on  the  1 4th  of  June,  with 
the  intention  of  penetrating  through  Mearns  and  An* 
gus,  and  punishing  the  covenanters  of  these  counties. 
But  he  was  opposed  at  Stonehaven,  by  Montrose,  and 
the  earl  Marischal,  who  had  collected  about  two  thou^^ 
«hnd  men.     Aboyne  drew  up  his  army  on  Megray- 
}iil1,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy ;  but  a  few  can- 
non shots  having  fallen  among  the  Higbland^irs,  ^ho 
were  unaccustomed  to  artillery,  they  fled;  ami  the 
panic  spreading  from  the  one  end  of  their  line  to  the 
other*  the  whole  took  to  flight.     Aboyne  returned  to 
Aberdeen  with  part  of  his  horsemen,  and  endeavoured 
to  collect  the  fugitives  of  hi«  army. 

Monlrose 
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'  Montrose  and  ear)  Mariscllal  advanced  to  tbe  bridge 
of  Dee  on  t&e  I8tb,  but  they'  found  it  fortified^  and 
guarded  by  a  hundred  musqueteers  from  Aberdeen^ 
who  defended  it  imtil  next  day>  when  Montrose^n 
horsemen  made  afetnt  to-cit)ss  the  ri?er>  ^Uttk  above 
the  bf idge»  Aboyne  imprudently  drew  off  hb  horse- 
men to  oppose  tbe  passage  of  those  of  the  enemy ;  and 
the  defence  of  the  bridge  was^left  lo  captain  Johnstouni 
with  only  fifty  musqueteers,  who>  being  overpower- 
ed^ precipitately  fled  to- Aberdeen.  Aboyne  also  took 
to  flight  with  his  horse,  without  firing  a  shot,  and  thus 
Montrose  became  master  of  the  bridge,  and  of  his  four 
pieces  of  brass  cannon,  with  scarcely  the  loss  of  a  man. 

The  hardships  of  war  are  generally  severe,  but  at 
this  period,  they  were  heightened  by  the  rancorous 
spirit  of  party ;  and  the  loyalists  of  Aberdeen  dread- 
ed a  terrible  chastisement.  They  fled  from  the  town^ 
"  with  their  wives  and  children  in.  their  arms,  and 
''*  carried  oa their  backs,  weeping  and  mourning  most 
"  pitifully,  straying  here  and  there,  not  knowing. 
•'  where  to  go*.'* 

The  pacification  of  Berwick  took  place  on  the  18ih 
of  Jane,  of  which  the  leaders  of  the  covenanting  army 
had  hourly  expected  to  receive  intelligence,  even  be- 
fore the  attack  on  the  bridge  of  Dee  ;.  but  they  did  not 
wish  to  be  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  expeditioiv 
and  accordingly,  fined  the  inhabitants  in  six  thousand 
merks,  as  the  price  of  their  forbearance  from  plunder- 
ing the  town.     On  the  21st,  the  whole  army  marched 

southwards;, 

*'  Spaldingy  voL  i.  pj^-176* 
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m^Aw^^i  wA»  i*  GOQBeqvieiicf  of  tbc  jf»^^  the 
WW*. 
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jillE  pacification  at  Berwick  was  no  more  than  a 
hollow  truce  which  neither  party  intended  to  observe.; 
for  the  king  was  fully  as  unprincipled  as  bis  enemies^ 
and  it  was  necessity  alone  that  extorted  the  conces* 
sions  which  the  Scotch  commissioners  then  obtained*. 
The  General  Assembly  sat  down  at  Edinburgh  on 
the  12th  A«gust,  1639,  and  "  all  that  had  been  done 
"  at  Glasgow  was  now  corifinned  :  episcopacy  utterly 

".  extirpated  ; 

•  See  Laii)g*s  History,  voL  L  p  159—165. 
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"  extirpated  ;  the.service-book^  canons,  and  articles  of 
''  Perth  abolished;  and  their  own  covenant  ratifiedr 
"  and  ordained  to  be  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  all 
*'  the  subjects  in  the  kingdom*/'  On  the  30th,  the 
assembly  was  dissolved  ;  and,  next  day,  the  parlia- 
ment convened,  and  ratified  all  its  acts ;  but  having 
proceeded  to  settle  a  variety  of  other  matters,  a 
sudden  prorogation  interrupted  the  estates  in  their 
career  of  reformation. 

When  there  was  so  Ititle  cordiality  subsisting  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  covenanters,  it  could  not  be 
diiScult  to  find  a  pretext  for  the  renewal  of  hostilities. 
But  Charles  fbond  sufficient  ground  for  a  quartel^  by 
the  detection  of  a  letter  from  seven  of  the  cWef  nobi- 
lity, addressed  to  the  king  of  France>  soliciting  assist- 
ance agatnst  him ;  and  lord  Loudon,  the  writer  of  it, 
was  settt  to  the  tower.  A  convention  of  estates  again 
appointed  Leslie  commander  in  chief,  on  the  16th 
of  April,  16(0  ;  and  before  the  middle  of  July»  a  nu- 
merous army  was  ready  to  take  the  fieldf.  On  the 
21st  August,  the  covenanters  entered  England,  and 
seized  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  To  preserve  the  ap- 
pearance of  moderation,  they  sent  a  supplication  lo 
the  king  at  York.  His  armiy  was  mutinous,  and  he 
consented  to  their  terms/  A  cessation  of  arms  for  two 
months,  was  settled  at  Rippon,  on  the  1 6th  October, 
and  the  demands  of  the  Scots  were  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  th^  parliament  of  England,  which  met 

<m 

*  Sktnoer,  vol.  ii.  p.  346. 
t  Twenty-three  thousand  foot,  three  tkoasud  hone,  and  a 
triSo  of  artiUery. 
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on  the  3d  ef  Ndtember.  The  claims  of  the  covenant- 
ers were  fiiUy  sustained^  and  they  fartlicr  recerved 
from  parliameiit  three  hundred  thoasand  pounds,  "as 
"  a  friencTly  assistance  and  relief  thought  fit  to  be 
'*  made  toward  the  losses  and  necessities  of  our  btc* 
"  thren  inlScotland." 

In  the  absence  of  the  army,  and  during  Uie  progress 
of  the  treaty,  ttie  covenanters  were  active  at  home, 
and  zealously  enforced  obedience  to  the  acts  of  their 
committee,  particularly  the  subscription  of  the  cove- 
nant, to  wbich  the  people  were  compelled  to  swear,  by 
threats  or  punishment.  Tl^e  earl  Marischal  -was  ex* 
tremely  assiduous  in  this  business ;  and  he  came  to 
Aberdeen  on  the  2d  of  March,  1^40,  accompanied  by 
lord  Frazer,  to  "  see  the  covenant  and  bond  subsoribed 
"  by  the  townsTiip.*'  The  provost,  baiUes,  and  couo^ 
cil,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  were  them- 
selves covenanters,  and  they  lieartily  joined  with  the 
earVin  promoting  the  "  goddlie  work"  of  subscribing 
and  swearing.  But  many  refused,  whose  names  ^were 
cardPdlly  recorded,  that  they  might  be  objects  of  fa* 
ture  oppression.  A  bond  of  allegiance  had  been  lor* 
nierly  subscribed,  at  the  conmand  of  lord  Aboyiie, 
which  ^as  still  in  the  custody  of  Ae  town-clerk,  ft 
was  an  evidence  against  the  cownanters,  which  they 
u  Isbed  to  destroy ;  and  the  earl  gratified  them,  by 
tearing  it  in  pieces  as  soon  as  be  had  received  it  from 
the  hands  of  the  provost. 

It  is  lamentable  to  observe,  *how  often  the  people 
were  forced  by  the  barbarous  leaders  of  the  different 
^arties,  to  subscribe,  and  to  swear  to  1k)onds,  perfectly 
»     '  contradictory. 
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contradictory.  The  frequency  of  such  (^posiie  eo- 
gagementSf  constantly  made  more  awful  by  the  exac- 
tion of  a  solemn  oatb«  must  have  lessened  the  effect,  or 
destroyed  the  consequences  of  an  obligation  which  the 
practice  of  all  nations  has  consecrated  to  truth.  What- 
ever might  have  been  the  morality  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
contending  factions,  yet  they  ought  to  have  respected 
the  consciences  of  other  men>  and  not  unhinged  their 
honest  principles  by  the  prostitution  of  every  thinj^ 
that  was  deemed  sacred. 

The  earl  Marischal  returned  to  Aberdeen  on  the 
2d  of  May,  with  about  a  hundred  and  sixty  horse,  and 
established  a  committee  for  the  government  of  the 
town  and  county.     The  subscription  of  the  covenant 
by  those  who  had  not  formerly  subscribed,  was  the 
principal  business  of  the  committee ;  and  the  exaction  i 
of  six  thousand  merks  from  the  borough,  seems  to  have 
been  the  earl's  particular  object.     A  muster  of  those 
capable  of  bearing  arms  in  Aberdeen  was  made  at  this 
time,  and  in  al^  they  amounted  to  two  hundred  aod 
sixty  men;  but  many  of  the  anti-covenanters  were 
absent     General  Munro  arrived  at  Aberdeen  on  the 
28th  of  May,  with  a  small  army,  consisting  of  about 
eighty  hundred  foot  and  forty  horse,  which  were  in 
good  order,    "  having  blue  bonnets  on  their  heads, 
''  with  feathers  waving  in  the  wind.''     He  made  a  re- 
quisition on  the^town  for  various  supplies,  such  as  bread,  \ 
beer,  shoes,  cloth,  &c.  to  be  provided  by  the  2d  June,  I 
for  the  use  of  the  army  in  England  under  general  Leslie. 
He  enrolled  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  citizens  of  Aber-  i 
deep,  in  his  own  ranks,  and  being  joined  by  other  le-  j 

vies  I 
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vies  to  the  ainoaiit  of  eight  hundred  more,  be  sent  oat 
small  parties  to  pillage  the  country,  especially  the 
hoases  and  lands  of  the  loyalists,  and  to  seize  their 
persons,  a^nomber  of  whom  were  fined  by  the  estates 
in  heavy  soms.  Monro  made  a  plandering  espedition 
throQgh  the  lands  of  the  Gordons,  and  pitched  his 
camp  at  Strathbogie,  which  he  broke  op  on  the  10th  of 
August,  having  remained  there  far  more  than  a  month*. 
He  "  left  that  country  almost  manless,  monyless, 
"  horseless,  and  armless,  so  pitifully  was  the  «ame  born 
"  down  and  subdued,''  although  "  the  people  sware 
*'  and  subscribed  the  covenant  most  obedientlyf/' 
After  wasting  the  country  as  far  as  Morayshire, 
Monro  returned  to  Aberdeen  on  the  6th  September. 
On  the  ath,  he  issued  an  order  to  furnish  bis  soldiers 
with  clothing,  shirts,  and  8faoe8>  which  was  obeyed  ; 
and  also  to  advance  ten  thousand  mcrks  to  be  repaid 
from  the  tenths  to  be  collected  witliin  the  sherifiSom 
of  Aberdeen  %,  On  the  1 2th  tA  September,  he  march • 
ed  southwards,  with  his  whole  army. 

The  master  of  Forbes  was  left  in  the  command  of 

the  district  with  his  own  regiment ;  and  he  frequently 

sent  out  parties  to  plunder  those  who  were  backward 

in  the  payment  of  the  tenths.     This  ispecies  of  exac* 

2  G  tion 

e 

*  On  the  ad  Attgnit,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  was  translated  from 
NeWbottle  to  Aberdeen,  by  the  voice  of  the  General  Aasembly 
which  met  at  Aberdeen  on  the  98th  July. 

f  Spalding,  vol.  i.  p.  247. 
'  \  A  tenth  of  rents,  and  the  twentieth  penny  of  interest,  were 
imposed  as  an  assessment  for  the  defence  of  the  country  by  the 
Scotiih  parliament, 
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tlon  comprehended  every  thing  that  could  be  carried 
^Q)  and  the  country  wan  dreadfully  oppressed  by  these 
firmed  marauders.  Heavy  requisitions  of  shoes,  clothes^ 
and  shiriSj  were  imposed  on  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, which  were  8hq>ped  and  sent  to  Newcastle,  for 
the  use  of  Leslie's  army.  On  the  22d  of  October, 
lord  Sinclair's  regiment  arrived  at  Aberdeen,  and  were 
quartered  for  some  time  in  the  town ;  but  their  miii^ 
tary  chest  being  exhausted,  they  were  obliged  to  pro- 
vide for  themselves  in  the  best  manner  they  could, 

4  which  they  did,  by  roving  over  the  country,  and  every- 
^  where  plundering  the  defenceless. 

.jl^  The  cessation  of  arms  at  Rippon  (16th  Oct.  1640), 
put  a  period  to  these  oppressive  transactions,  but  not 
until  the  country  was  almost  entirely  drained  by  the 
various  assessments  in  money,  provisions,  and  clothing, 
required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  armies,  exclusive 
of  the  general  depredation  that  took  place  on  the  pro* 
perties  of  those  who  were  inimical  to  the  measures  of 
tlie  covenanters.    . 

.  Charles  again  visited  Scotland,  and  the  parliament 
sat  down  on  the  19th  of  August,  1641.  He  was  an-r 
x'tous  to  conciliate  the  Scots,  as  he  apprehended  a  rup- 
ture with  his  English  subjects,  and  therefore  conceded 
every  thing  they  coulddesire.     Montrose  had  become 

,  disgusted  with  the  covenanters,  who  had  not  sufficiently 
appreciated  his  services,  and  he  entered  into  a  counter- 
association,  to  which  he  had  procured  the  subscrip* 
tion  of  nineteen  peers*.     The  discovery  of  this  plot 

exasperated 

*  Laiog,  voii  p.  198. 
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exasperated  the  estates  ;  and  Montrose,  with  his 
friends,  was  imprisoned  in  Edinburgh  Castle,  where 
the  king  found  them  on  his  arrival  in  Scotland,  but  he 
had  the. pleasure  of  seeing  them  liberated  before  his 
departure. 

The  business  of  parliament  being  fin ^sbed  to  the  en* 
tire  satisfaction  of  the  estates,  it  rose  on  the  17  th  of 
November^  and  next  morning,  his  majesty  ^onimen- 
ced  his  journey  to  London. 

The  arbitrary  measures  of  the  king,  and  his  parti- 
cular prejudices  in  regard  to  religious  matters,  had  ex« 
cited  gener&l  discontent  among  the  puritaniGal  party 
in  England,  who  were  emboldened  from  the  success  of 
the  Scotisb  covenanters>  to  pursue  schemes*  which 
tended  to  diminish  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  The 
king  thought  the  dearest  interests  of  the  monarchy  af- 
fected by  their  conduct  and  claims.  The  pariiament, 
on  the  other  hand,  apprehended  the  overthrow  of  the 
civil  liberties  of  the  country^  in  which  their  own  safety 
was  implicated;  and  pretences  were  soon  found  by 
both  parties  for  an  appeal  to  arms.  They  encounter- 
ed at  Shrewsbury  on  the  23d  of  October,  1642,  when 
the  parliamentary  forces  under  Essex  were  defeated  by 
those  under  the  king.  The  war  was  attended  by 
various  success,  and  alternate  triumphs  crowned  th« 
respective  armies.  Gibbon  justly  remarks  (b.  y.  vol.  i.), 
that  "  the  civil  wars  of  modern  Europe  have  been  dis- 
"  tinguished,  not  only  by  the  fierce  animosity,  but 
''  likewi^,  by  the  obstinate  perseverance  of  thecon^ 
"  tending  factions.  They  have  generally  been  justi- 
"  fied  by  some  principle,  or,  at  least,  coloured  by  some 
,       ;  2  c  2  "  pretext 
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*'  pretext  of  religion,  freedom,  or  loyalty.  The  lead* 
*'  ers  were  nobles  of  independent  property,  and  here* 
"  ditary  influence.  The  troops  fought  like  men  in- 
"  terested  in  the  decision  of  the  quarrel ;  and  as  mi* 
"  litary  spirit  and  party  zeal  were  strongly  difTased 
"  throughout  the  whole  community,  a  vanquished 
"  chief  was  immediately  supplied  with  new  adherents, 
*'  eager  to  shed  their  blood  in  the  same  canse.'^— 
These  observations  fully  apply  to  the  war  of  this  pe<* 
riod  in  both  kingdoms. 

The  mediation  of  the  Scots  was  rejected  by  Charles  ; 
and  from  a  sympathy  of  feeling  and  a  similarity  of 
situation,  the  convention  of  estates  determined  to  sup« 
port  the  common  cause  by  an  liiiion  with  the  parlia- 
ment of  England.  A  Scknm  League  and  Caoenant  was 
therefore  entered  into  (17th  August,  1643),  by  the 
contracting  parties,  for  their  mutual  defence  and  pto- 
teetion,  the  preservation  of  their  religion,  rights,  and 
liberties^  which  was  ordained  in  both  kingdoms  to  be 
vniversaHy  subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  the  people. 

The  immediate  result  of  this  league  was  a  treaty 
with  the  convention  for  twenty-one  thousand  horse 
and  foot  to  be  retained  in  the  pay,  and  for  the  service 
of  England*.  Old  Leslie,  now  earl  of  Leven,  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  army,  which  marched  to  New- 
castle ia  the  depth  of  winter,  with  the  view  of  sur- 
prising that  fortified  place ;  but  before  they  ar- 
rived, it  was  secured  from  assault,  and  the  Scots  ad^ 
Tanced  to  the  siege  of  York.    Prince  Rujpert  came  to 

its 

*  Lam|^,  vol.  1.  p.  234. 
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its  relief,  and  a  battle  ensaed  on  Marston-moor,  in 
which  the  allies  were  victonous,  having  totally  routed 
the  royal  army.  The  Scots  returned  to  the  siege  of 
Newcastle,  and  it  was  taken  by  a  desperate  assault. 
But  while  they  were  contending  so  gallantly  in  the 
north  of  England,  the  flames  of  war  burst  forth  in  the 
bosom  of  their  own  country,  and  blazed  with  destruc* 
tife  rage*. 

As  soon  as  the  treaty  with  the  par)ian)§nt  of  Eog* 
land  was  ratified,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  estates, 
commanding  all  men  from  sixteen  to  sixty  years  of 
age,  to  provide  themselves  in  arms  (18th  August, 
1 643) ;  and  sums  of  money,  with  quotas  of  men,  were 
allotted  to  each  county  as  a  conscription  for  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen  was  valued 
at  a  hundred  thousand  merks,  of  which  the  town  hadf 
to  pay  eighteen  thousand  four  hundired,  as  its  propor- 
tion of  this  assessment. 

Although  the  majority  of  the  nation  appi^ved  of  the 
measures  of  the  convention,  yet  there  were  many  at- 
tached to  the  royal  cause*  some  of  whom  were  power- 
ful, particularly  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  and  Gordon^ 
of  Haddo,  who  were  both  proscribed,  and  orders  M'ere 
issued  to  apprehend  them.  Pfovost  JafiVay,  with  the 
sheriffs,  and  forty  horsemen,  went  out  to  seize  Haddo 
in  his  own  house,  but  he  was  not  to  be  jPbund ;  and 
some  of  his  friend*  having  fired  a  few  shots  among  this 
party,  each  man  took  to  his  heels,  and'  ran  home  as^ 
fast  as  he  could. 

_'  2-c  3>  Toi 

f  L«iog,  voL  i.  p.  248*. 
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To  defray  the  expence  of  the  war^  and  to  repay  the 
money  borrowed  by  the  estateXj  an  excise  t^  was 
enacted,  which  embraced  every  commodity  within  the 
kingdom.  This  tax  was  to  continue  during  the  war,  oTj 
at  farthest,  for  one  year.  The  v^o\t  cooptry  was  di- 
vided into  regular  commands ;  and  a  complete  system 
-  of  military  organization  was  establbhed. 

The  quota  of  men  for  the  borough  of  Aberdeen, 
consisting  of  a  hundred  and  thirty,  marched  from  the 
town  on  the  1 6th  July,  1 644.  They  were  raised  and 
furnished  at  the  expence  of  the  community.  Each 
man  received  a  suit  of  clothes,  and  two  shirts,  with  a 
xnusquet  and  sword,  and  powder  and  ball ;  or  sword 
and  pike,  according  to  order.  The  pay  of  each  soldier 
was  six  shillings  Scots  per  day,  and  every  twelve  were 
allowed  a  baggage  horse,  worth  L.50  Scots,  with  uten- 
sils for  cooking  their  victuals.  Their  enlisting  money 
%v-as  estimated  at  ten  dollars  each,  and  altogether,  this 
small  body  of  men  cost  the  town  of  Aberdeen  above 
ten  thousand  pounds  Scots'*'.  If  we  make  allowance 
for  the  diflerence  in  the  value  of  money  between  that 
period  and  the  present,  it  wiir appear,  that  the  expence 
of  equipping  an  army  then,  was  equal  to  what  L.77 
sterling  a  man,  would  be  at  the  present  day.  The  ex- 
pence  of  horsemen  was  still  greater,  being  L.L&O  each, 
of  which  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  Ban£^  fumishr 
ed  240,  auiountmc^  to  L.43,200  Scots. 

The  marquis  of  Huntly  and  Gordon  of  Haddo  being 
outlawed,  an  insurrection  of  their  clan  was  apprehended^ 

which. 

•  $£aldSpg,  voL  ii.  p.  1 50.. 
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which  considerably  alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  Aber- 
deen ;  .ai|d  tbeir  remaining  militia>  about  a  hundred  and 
tirenty,  vrere  daily  drilled  in  the  Links.  Watchee 
were  placed  day  and  night.  The  ports  were  dosed  ai 
tea  o'clock  evening,  and  opened  at  six  in  the  morning. 
The  town,  however^  was  not  sufficiently  guarded  ;  for 
on  the  1 9th  of  March,  Haddo,  with  a  few  of  his  friendsf 
about  sixty  horsemen^  dashed  into  the  town  a  littlo 
pastseveiD^  o'clock  morning,  seized  provost  Lesly,  Ro«' 
bert  Farquhar,  and  Alexander  Jafiiray,  late  bailies> 
with  John  Jafiray,  dean  of  guild,  and  after  remaining 
about  two  hiiurs,  he  carried  them  off  to  Strathbogie. 
This  was  deemed  by  both  parties  a  gallant  action,  as 
it  was  performed  in  the  face  of  the  whole  citizens,  in^ 
eluding  their  hundred  and  twenty  soldiers^. 

The  marquis  of  Huntly  who  had  constantly  adhered 
to  the  royal  cause,  began  t9  demonstrate  a  hostile  in- 
tention, by  collecting  and  arraying  his  vassals.  He 
came  to  Aberdeen  on  the  26th  March,  with  about  five 
.  hundred  horse  and  fooi.  He  held  varioa^  meetings 
with  his  friend&  in  the  lower  council*  house,  and  it  was- 
resolved  that  be  shoidd  raise  a  flying  army  to  scour 
the  northern  districts,  and  to  be  a  rallying  point  to  the 
loyalists  in  these  quarters.  He  disarmed  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Aberdeen,  and-seized  four  pieces  of  ordnance 
from  a  ship  in  the  harbour^  That  his  reasons  might 
be  known  for  thus  appearing  in  a  warlike  attitude,  he 
issued  a  well  wriUen  proclamation,  explanatory  of  his 
motives,  of  which  tbe  following  is  a  copy. 

*'  latk 

*  P«rha|»  the  hmidrfd  sad  twoit;  leUiert  had  been  drilMog 


jO$  mSTOtY  07  AtSliM£29« 

"  16thM&rch,  1644>. 
"  I,  George,  marquis  of  Hunlly.  Whereas  ilie 
'  ^  committee  of  estates  hath  (without  his  majesty's 
*'  approhation)>  directed  the  sheriff  of  Aberdeen  and 
*'  Banff  for  seizing  upon  my  person,  house.%  rents, 
''  and  goods,  contrary  not  only  to  the  estaUished  or- 
^  der  of  law,  which  requireth  all  men  to  be  legally 
**  acctsed  before  they  be  condemned,  and  to  be  crimi- 
^  nally  condemned  ere  any  such  commission  be*  di- 
**  rected  against  them ;  but  also  reflecting  upon  his 
'*  majesty's  subjects  their  lawful  prifileges  of  this 
*'  kingdom,  no  less  than  the  late  published  act  for  the 
**  collecting  of  an  unusual  excise,  and  for  enforcing  a 
"  general  loan  of  monies  throughout  the  country,  and 
"  finding  some  stop  in  the  execution  of  this  commis- 
**  sion  by  those  who  were  entrusted  therewith,  have 
**  now  prepared  some  forces  from  the  south,  v whereby 
"  to  press  their  designs  against  me,  for  ho  other  cause 
"  but  that  I  refuse  to  concur  with  them  in  the  le?y  of 
**  men  and  money,  for  assisting,  the  present  invasion: 
**  of  England,  contrary  to  my  conscience,  incompa- 
*'  tible  with  my  humble  loyalty  to  our  gracious  sove- 
**  reign,  and  so  destructive  to  the  late  pacification^  so* 
**  lemnly  ratified  by  his  majesty,  and  .parliaments  of 
^  both  kingdoms,  as  no  honest  Christian  (being  of  this 
^  my  opinion),  can  willingly  condescend  to  be  con« 
'^  tained  in  it.  Therefore,  I,  the  s«[id  George,  marquis 
''  of  Huntly,  do  hereby  declare  and  protest,  that  (if 
«'  in  that  just  defence  of  myself  and  friends  from  these 
**  unlawful  violences,  or  in  the  repairing  of  them  ac« 
^«-  cording  to  our  weak.aiHliljes},  any  acts  o£  hostility 

!'  shair 
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"  shall  be  committed  by  us  against  our  invaders,  and 
"  their  confederates  and  abettors^'  they  may  not  be 
"  imputed  unto  us^  otherwise  than  as  payments  of  th«' 
"  debts  we  owe  to  nature^,  loyalty,  and  honour^  and  to 
"  which  no  lower  interest  could  enforce  us ;  which 
''  being,  as  I  hope,  a  sufficient  evidence  to  all  the 
"  world  of  my  fair  intentions  for  rendering  the  sincere 
''  and  humble  duties  I  owe  to  religion^  his  m^esty's 
"  honour  and  safety,  and  to  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
"  the  kingdoai«  I  humbly  entreat  and  expect  appro* 
"  bation  from  all  good  men  in  this  so  equitable  ac^  so 
"  necessitate  a  case  ;  withal  imploring  (upon  my 
"  bended  knees) .  such  heavenly  assistance  from  God 
"  Almighty,  and  such  earthly  protection  from  the 
"  king's  majesty,  against  all  enemies  of  peace  and.  lo- 
"  yalty,  as  in  their  mercy  and  justice  may  se^m  fit*." 

The  marquis  bad  received  the  assurance  of  assistance 
from  Ihe  ^rUi  of  Airly,  Athol,  Seaforth,  &c.,  and  also 
expected  the  arrival  of  Montrose,  Crawford,  Kinnoul, 
Nithsdale,  the  viscount  Aboyne,  and  the  lord  Ogilvy, 
with  forces  to  employ  th&  troops  of  the  estates  in  the 
somh  and  west  ef  Scotland.  A  general  plundering  for 
money,  arms,  horses,  provisions,  and  every  thing  re« 
qoisite  for  war,  took  place  throughout  the  counties  of 
Aberdeen  and  Banff,  which  was  also  extended  to  the 
northern  part*  of  Mearns- shire. 

The  estates  were  not  indifferent  to  these  prepara- 
tions; and  tlie  committees  of  Angus  and  Mearns  were 
ordered  to  levy  forces  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
the  inturrectien  of  the  Gordons.    The  Kirk,  alsO,  were 

not 
*  See  Spalding,  voL  it.  p.  164. 
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not  backward  in  their  efforts  to  contribute  to  the  com- 
mon cause;  for  they  excommunicated  the  marquis 
and  his  friends  on  the  1 4th  Aprils  in  St.  Giles  in  Edin* 
burgh. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  royal  cause  was  unpopular  in 
the  country,  for  notwithstanding  Huntly's  activity,  he 
could  only  bring  into  the  field  such  men  as  were  under 
his  immediate  influence ;  and  his  party  were  not  able  to 
collect  a  force  sufficient  to  meet  that  which  was  coming 
against  thein.  Despair  seized  the  chiefs  of  the  Gor* 
dons,  and  they  dispersed,  without  a  struggle  in  the 
king's  favour,  on  the  30th  of  April.  The  marquis  re- 
tired to  Auchindown  on  the  7th  May,  from  which  he 
liberated  provost  Lesly  and  the  magistrates  of  Aber* 
deen ;  and  he  now  only  sought  his  own  safety  in  con- 
cealment. 

The  army  of  the  covenanters  entered  Aberdeen  o» 
the  2d  of  May,  under  the  lords  Burleigh  and  Elcho, 
the  earls  Marischal  and  Kinghom,  with  the  .lord  Car- 
negie, consisting  of  two  thousand  foot,  and  four  hun« 
dred  horse,  with  standards  on  which  was  inscribed, 
•'  For  the  Covenant,  Religion,  the  Crown^  and  the  King" 
"  dom"  The  marquis  of  Argy  le,  commander  in  chief, 
joined  them  with  a  considerable  force,  and  altogether, 
they  now  formed  an  army  of  six  thousand  men. 

On  the  Mh  May,  the  covenanters  broke  up  their 
camp,  and  marched  northwards  to  regenerate  the  coun- 
try. They  assembled  their  friends  at  Turriff  on  the 
16th  of  May,  from  the  shires  of  Aberdeen,  Banfl^  and 
Moray,  whom  they  mustered  to  the  number  of  two 
thousand  horse  and  foot.  The  marquis  of  Huntly  es- 
caped 
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taped  bis  pursuers,  and  took  refuge  ip  Caithness,  where 
he  remained  until  the  4th  of -October,  1645.  The  lo- 
yalists,  and  all  those  who  had  supported  Huntly,  were 
dreadfully  oppressed  by  the  covenanters,  who  every- 
where pillaged^  burned,  and  destroyed  their  property. 
A  loan  of  «£  1000  sterling  was  exacted  from  the  town 
of  Aberdeen,  of  which  each  citizen  contributed  his 
proportion,  according  to  his  circumstances. 

As  no  enemy  appeared  in  the  field,  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  to  keep  the  covenanting  army  longer  em- 
bodied,  and  they  returned  to  Aberdeen  by  detach- 
ments,  where  they  were  gradually  dis{)anded.  The 
marquis  of  Argyle  departed  from  Aberdeen  on  the  30th 
of  May,  bnt  promised  to  return  to  attend  the  great 
committee  to  be  held  on  the  24th  July.  He  was  then, 
however,  otherwise  employed ;  and  lord  Burleigh  s^t 
as  president  of  the  committee,  which  was  composed  of  - 
earls  Marischal  and  Findlater,  the  lords  Elcho,  Fraser, 
Carnegie,  and  many  other  barons  and  gentlemen. 
The  principal  business  of  this  committee  was,  extort- 
ing money  for  the  public  service  by  way  of  a  forced 
ioatij  aiid  unposing  heavy  fines  on  the  anti- covenanters, 
but  especially  on  ^hose  who  had  joined  or  aided  the 
marquis  of  Huntly. 

The  marquis  of  Montrose,  virho  had  become  the  most 
inveterate  enemy  of  the  covenanters,  appeared  in 
Athole,  with  fifteen  hundred  Irish  troops,  and  so  cele- 
brated was  his  name,  that  his  army  soon  increased  to 
three  thousand.  'It  would  exceed  our  limits  to  follow  ~ 
this  knight- errant  minutely  through  all  his  wanderings; 
bat  as  the  town  of  Aberdeen  so  severely  felt'the  w,eight 

of 
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of  his  swordy  it  mny  be  proper  to  relate  concisefy  ihe 
most  important  operations  of  his  sanguinary  cam- 
paigns. 

The  estates  w^re  sufficiently  alarmed  at  the  pro- 
gress  of  the  Irish^  who  had  ravaged  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  Argyleshire,  and  traversed  the  extensile 
range  of  Lochaber  and  Badenoch.  Bat  they  stilt  more 
dreaded  the  appearance  of  Montrose,  whose  popularity 
and  gallantry  were  well  known.  Six  thousand  horse 
and  foot  were  stationed  at  Perth  under  lord  Elcho, 
which  had  been  hastily  drawn  from  the  adjacent  coun- 
ties*. Montrose  attacked  them  on  Tipperniuir,  routed 
^d  dispersed  them  on  the  I  st  of  September.  He  became 
master  of  their  baggage  and  artillery ;  and  the  imme- 
diate consequence  of  this  victory  was>  the  surrender  of 
t'erth,  where  he  obtained  clothing,  arms,  and  ammu- 
nition. He  was  now  joined  by  the  earl  of  Airly,  the 
lords  Duplin  and  Spynie,  with  their  adherents.  But 
Sis  the  earl  of  Argyle  was  following  him  with  a  supe- 
rior force,  he  marched  northwards,  with  the  view  of 
raising  the  Gordons,  on  whom  he  relied  for  a  consider- 
able addition  of  strength. 

The  lord  Gordon,  who  had  attached  himself  to  the 
covenanters,  either  from  interest  or  inclination,  was 
appointed  by  the  committee  lieutenant-general  of  the 
district,  comprehending  Aberdeen,  Bahf!^  and  Moray 
shires.  He  collected  three  thousand  men  at  Kil- 
drummy ;  birt  the  lords  Forbes,  Frazer,  and  Crighton, 
refusing  to  serve  under  him,  his  followers  deserted,  and 
he  retrred  in  disgust.     Lord  Burleigh,  president  of  the 

committee, 
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!;ommittee,  took  tbe  command  of  the  towa,  and  prd« 
pared  to  oppose  the  progress  of  Montrose.  A  procla- 
mation was  issued  on  the  6th  of  September^  ordering 
the  men  of  the  sheriffdoms  of  Aberdeen,  Kincardine* 
and  Banff,  to  rendezvous  at  Aberdeen  on  the  9th  and 
lOih,  and  those  of  Morayshire  on  the  ]2tb  and  i3th  ; 
but  few  assembled,  excepting  from  the  county  of 
Aberdeen.  Lord  Burleigh,  however,  collected  about 
three  thousand  horse  and  foot,  including  the  men  of 
Aberdeen,  who  were  commanded  by  major  Arthur 
Forbes,  having  under  him  as  captains,  Patrick  Leslie, 
younger,  Alexander  Lumsden,  Alexander  Burnett,  and 
Thomas  Mel  vine. 

Montrose  crossed  the  Dee  at  the  mills  of  Drum,  on 
Wednesday,  the  1 1  th  of  September,  and  pitched  his 
camp  at  Craihes.  Lord  Burleigh  marched  out  his  ar« 
my  on  the  same  day  to  the  two-mile  cross,  but  he  re- 
turned to  the  town  on  Thursday  evening,  and  Mon- 
trose took  up  that  position.  On  Friday,  the  13th, 
Montrose  sent  a  commissioner  with  a  letter  to  the  pro- 
vost, accompanied  by  a  drummer,  to  beat  the  parley, 
requesting  that  he  would  deliver  up  the  town  to  him 
as  the  king's  lieutenant,  assuring  the  provost  at  the 
same  time,  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  but,  in  the  event  of  refusal,  be  desired  that  all 
the  old  men,  women,  knd  children,  might  be  removed. 
The  provost  assembled  the  council  in  the  house  of 
Alexander  Findlater,  at  the  Bow  bridge,  where  lord 
Burleigh,  and  other  military  officers,  attended.  They 
returned  an  answer  importing  ihat  they  would  defend 
themselves  to  the  uttermost;  but  by  design  or  accl- 
2  o  dtnS 
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tlcnt,  the  drummer  was  killedi  which  greatly  euraged 
Montrose.  He  advanced  from  the  two-mile  crpss^  and 
Burleigh  marched  out  about  1 1  o'oiock  forenoon^  to 
meet  him.  Both  armies  drew  up  on  that  flat  piece  of 
ground  where  the  Bridewell  is  situated,  and  the  actioB 
now  commenced  by  a  discharge  of  artillery.  Montrose's 
army  behaved  most  gallantly ;  but  we  can  scarcely 
beHevCj  that  his  forty-four  horsemen>  traversing  frotai 
wing  to  wing,  should  defeat  lord  Burleigh's  five  hun- 
dred cavalry.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  Irish  and 
Highlanders  made  a  fierce  attack  on  the.  covensoiters, 
who.ingloriously  fled.  Those  on  horseback  escaped, 
but  the  foot  soldiers  were  pursued  into  the  town,  which 
was  sacked,  and  many  of  the  citizens  were  butchered 
in  the  streets.  Spalding  gives  a  distressing  account  of. 
the  cruelties  committed  by  the  Irish.  They  murderr 
ed  every  man  they  could  find,  stript  off  the  clothes  of 
the  dead,  and  left  their  naked  bodies  unburied.  They 
continued  the  pillage  for  three  days,  with  all  the  wan- 
ton barbarity  of  the  most  ferocious  savages,  "  The 
*'  wife  durst  not  cry  nor  weep  at  the  husband's  slaugh- 
"  ter  before  her  eyes,  nor  the  daughter  for  her  father, 
*'  which  if  they  did,  and  were  heard,  they  were  also 
"  presently  slain*." 

Montrose  marched  from  Aberdeen  on  the  1 6tb,  to 
Kintore;  thence  to  Inverury  and  the  Garioch.  Ar- 
gyle's  army  arrived  at  Aberdeen  on  the  l^tb,  having 
been  joined  at  Brechin  by  lord  Gordon,  earl  Maris- 
chal,  the  lords  Fraser  and  Crighton.     Lord  Burleigh, 

with 
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with  the  chief  covenanters  of  the  town,  who  had  so 
shamefully  fled  from  the  field  of  battle,  now  joined 
Argyle,  whose  force  amoanted  to  about  six  thousand 
horse  and  foot.  T^hey  lived  at  free  quarters;  hot  the 
town  could  furnish  little  to  support  thetn*,  and  the 
country,  as  usual,  was  plundered  of  every  thing  that 
was  oi  value. 

Montrose  generally  disappointed  his  enemies  by  the 
rapidity  of  his  moveincnts ;  and  when  he  heard  that 
Argyle  was  following  him  to  Strathbogie,  he  passed  to 
Speyside:  but  the- covenantei^  in  Moray,  lining  the 
opposite  banks,  prevented  his  crtwsiiig^  the  river,  and 
he  pitched  his  carmp  in  the  wood  of  Abemethie.  Ar- 
gyle'made  no  great  exertion  to  overtake  Montrose,  btift 
quidtly  mustered  his  army  at  the  bog  of  Gight,  whicit 
was  oBly  twenty  rallte  distance  from*  Abemethie. 
Mtmirose  marched. through  Strathspey,  Badenoch>  and 
Athole,  and  by  a  sudden  coimter-movemfiiit,  again' 
burst'  MpOfk  Angus.  He  seized  the  house  of  Dun> 
where  the  people  of  the  town  of  Montrose  had  depo- 
sfted  their  valuables,  and  got  possession,  of  the  four 
pieces  of  brass  cannon,  formerly  belonging  to  the 
marquis  of  Huntly,  and  which  he  had  taken  from  him 
at  the  bridge  of  Dee,  when  fighting  for  the  covenant. 

Argyle  with  his  horse  went  to  Forres  to  attend  the 

committee,  and  thence  to  Inverness,  which  he  ordered 

to  be  garrisoned  by  two  regiments  of  foot.     He  re- 

2  »  2  turned- 

•  Sj»alding  «ay«,  *•  The  first  night  they  dtuak  out  all  the  ^iaU 
**  ale  ki  016  Aberdteir,  and  lived  upon  wvrr  tfaereaftes."<«-Vo].' 
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turned  to  Badenocb^  where  he  met  his  foot  arm}',  and 
x>  then  continued  the  pursuit  of  Montrose  through  Athole, 
Angus^  and  Mearns.  Tliose  whom  Montrose  had  spared 
as  being  loyalists,  were  now  pillaged  as  enemies  to  tho 
covenanters ;  thus  the  whole  country  was  alternately 
wasted  and  destroyed  by  the  contending  parties. 

The  committee  at  Aberdeen  dreaded  another  cala- 
mitous visit  from  Montrose^  and  ordered  all  the  horse- 
men in  the  district  to  rendezvous  at  the  bridge  of  Dee 
on  the  ]4th  of  October ;  but  so  great  was  the  terror  of 
his  arms,  that  few  attended.  Major-general  Ramsay 
posted  the  horse  under  his  immediate  command  at  the 
bridge  of  Dee,  where  he  was  joined  by  three  troops 
undir  lord  Gordon,  and  one  troop  under  Keith,  bro- 
ther to  the  earl  Marischal ;  and,  on  the  15th,  they 
were  farther  reinforced  by  eight  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Hamilton.  The  town's  people  were 
charged  by  tuck  of  drum  to  form  foot  companies,  and 
join  the  rendezvous  ;  but  they  had  not  forgot  their  last 
trial  of  prowess  with  the  marquis's  soldiers,  and  not  a> 
man  would  rise. 

Montrose  crossed  the  Dee  at  the  mills  of  Drum,  on 
the  17  th,  and  marched  again  to  Strathbogie,  pillaging 
and  burning  wherever  he  went,  so  that  the  country  pre- 
sented nothing  but  the  smoking  ruins  of  gentlemen's 
houses,  and  peasant's  cottages.  Argyle  again  entered 
Aberdeen  on  the  1 8th,  with  two  thousand  foot  and 
seven  troops  of  horse ;  to  which  were  added,  the  four- 
teen troops  under  major-general  Ramsay.  He  remain- 
ed until  the  25th,  when  he  marched  to  Kintore,  and 
next  day  to  Inverury,  where  he  staid  all  night,  and 

"  heard 
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'*  be&rd  devotion."     The.  coTenanters  were  so   ex- 
tremely fond  of  preaching,  that  they  would  rather 
have:  lost  a  battle  than  a  sermon.    Montrose,  in  tiie 
meantime,  took  up  an  advantageous  position  in  the 
wood,  of  Fyvie;  but  his  army,  by  desertion,  and  the 
absence  of  the  &ish,  was  reduced  to  eighteen  huudredJ 
men.     Argyle  marohed  from  Inverury  (28lh  October), 
to  Fyvie,  in  tiie  expectation  of  capturing  Montrose 
and  his  little  army;  but  they  so  bravely  defended.' 
themselvea  for  three  days,  and  killed  so  many  of  Ar- 
f  yle's  men,  that  he  removed  ha&  camp  to  Crichie,  aiid^' 
permitted  tliem  to  escape.     Argyle  followed  the  day 
after,    and  again  overtook  Montrose  in  Strathbogie,, 
where  some  hot  skirmishing  ensued  ;  but  he  now  elu- 
ded all  pursuit,  by  retiring  to  the  mountains. 

Argyle  having  abandoned  the  pursuit  of  Montrose- 
&r  the  present,  directed  his  attention  to  other  ob« 
jects.  He  called  a  committee  at  Turriff  on  the  18tb 
November,  vidiich  made  a  requisition  of  new  levies 
from  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff.  On  the; 
^t^th,  he  returned  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen  to  attend  the^ 
pnnrincial  assembly  of  the  Kirk;  for  religion  and  wac 
were  then  the  grand  objects  which  engrossed  the  at- 
tention of  every  description  of  men ;  and  on  the  2 1st, 
be  setoff  for  Edinburgh,  to  give  an  account  of  his  mi- 
litary exploits,  with  which  the  estates  vwjre  not  much 
satisfied.  His  army,  with  the  exception  of  a  thousand 
which  bad  returned  home,  was  quartered  in  Aberdeen, 
Ellon,  and  Deer ;  in  Banfi^  and  in  Morayshire.  T^e 
allowance  to  each  foot  soldier  was,  two  pecks  of  meal, 
2.  D  3  and 
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and  twelve  shillings  weekly,  with  honse-room,  coal, 
and  candle.  To  each  trooper,  sixteen  shillings  per 
week,,  and  a  peck  of  oats  per  day,  with  fodder  for  his 
liorse^ 

When  Argyle  departed,  the  earl  Marischal,  the 
lords  Eraser  and  Crighton,  with  other  barons,  and  th« 
provost  of  Aberdeen,  continued  the  sittings  of  the 
committee  until  January,  164'5;  and  it  was  ordered 
by  the  estates,  thai  Aberdeen  should  be  fortified. 
The  sufferers,  in  the  cause  of  the  covenant,  were  au- 
thorised by  the  committee  to  indemnify  themselves 
for  their  losses,  from  the  lands,  rents,  and  fishings  of 
the  papists,  and  they  accordingly  took  possession  of 
every  thing  belonging  ta  these  unfortunate  men,  which 
a  broad  interpretation  of  this  act  could  possibly  com* 
prehend. 

The  active  genius  of  Montrose  still  pursued  objects  of 
conquest  or  destruction.  He  penetrated  into  Argy  leshire,. 
and  being  again  joined  by  tiie  Irish  and  the  M'Donalds 
«f  thei  IsleS)  waged  a  destructive  warf.  This  ferocious 
chief,  whom  historians  of  a  certain  class  have  unjustly 
praised,  was  no  more  than  a  merciless  barbarian,  who 
innbittered  the  calamities  of  his  country  by  every  spe« 
ciesof  cruelty.  The  rectitude  of  his  political  princi- 
ples may  admit  a  diversity  of  opinion  ;  his  gallantry  is 
unquestionable,  and  his  exploits  ase  brilliant :  but  the 
perpetration  of  such  undistinguished  massacre  and 
wanton  conflagration  as  he  at  that  time  committed  in 
IBreadalbin,  Argyle,  and  Lorn,  must  for  ever  stamp 

him. 
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him  as  a  deteatable  and  atrocious  scourge,  who  de« 
spised  the  glory  of  war«  for  the  gratification  of  private  . 
revenge*     For  nearly  three  months^  he  wasted  these 
unhappy  districts  with  fire  and  sword>  in  the  true  spi- 
rit of  Vandalism,  and  then  marched  towards  Inverness. 
Argyle  advanced  to  Inverlochy^  with  ahout  three 
thousand  men,  where  he  was  surprised  and  attacked  by 
Montrose,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1645.     The  battle 
commenced  with  the  rising  of  the  sun ;.  and  the  con* 
duct  of  the  chieftains  indicated  their  different  charac* 
ters.     Montrose  everywhere  animated  his  men  by  his 
presence  ;  while  the  cowardly  Argyle  retired  from  the 
field,  and  in  a  galley  sought  safety,  or  avoided  dan* 
ger,  on  the.  smooth  surface  of  the  lake.    Fifleen  bun« 
dred  of  the  Campbells  were  destroyed,  and  the  High- 
lands in  every  direction  were  open  to  the  conquerors. 

When  the  estates  heard  of  this  disaster,  they  ordered 

major-general  Baillie  to  levy  a  new  army  to  oppose 

Montrose,  who  retraced  his  steps  to  Inverness,  with  in* 

credible  diligence.     But  the  town  was  fortified  and 

garrisoned  by  two  veteran  regiments;,  and  his  irregular 

troops  could  neither  besiege  nor  assault  it.    When  he 

descended  into  Moray>  he  ordered  every  man  from 

sixteen  to  sixty,  to.  join  his  standard  ;  and  those  who 

refused*  or  were  hostile  to  his  cause,  suffered  the  in* 

discriminate  devastation  of  their   houses   and.  lands. 

The  lord  Gordon,  who  had  been  disgusted  with  the 

estates,  and  the  chief  of  the  Grants,  now  joined  him  at 

Elgin,  with  their  adherents.     Elgin,  Cullen,  and  Banfl^ 

were  abandoned  to  the  soldiers ;  and  the  house  of  the 

tarl  of  Findla^er  was  only  saved  from  the  flames  by  a 

^    heavy 
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h«8Mr^  ranaoiiL  It  is  paiafui  to  poiioe  th*  Uoody 
ibotsteps  ciittbisooii^pierar>  who  forgot  the  digniiy' of 
his  species,  and> trampled  <m  every  law  of  homanity. 
He.  proceeded  to  Turriff';  and  the  dty  of  Aberdeei^ 
trembiedi  The  council  sent  four  comrotssioners  to  d«- 
prooate  bis  wrath,  "  who^  with  great  hamility,  piti- 
"  fully  declared  to  his  honour,  the  maaifold  miseries 
^  dliily  befalling  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  coming  from 
'^  one  side  and  from  another,  and  no  bui^h  within 
**'  Scotland  so  heavily^listressed  as  that  town  from  time 
^  to  time,  stnoe-  the  beginning  of  thir  trouhles,  as  waa 
^  well  known  unto  himself;  and  now  fearing  that  he 
^'  and  his  army  were  coming  to  Aberdeen,  declared 
*'  the  hail!  people,  man  and  woman,  through  plaia 
**  fear  of  the  Irishes,  was  fleeing  away,  if  his  lionoor 
"  did  not' givo  them  aasupaRCc  of  safely  and  protec* 
'•  tion*/' 

Pity  or  remorse  seemed  to  have  seized  hi»  soul,  and 
he  forbade  them  to  be  afraid  ;  for  his  foot,  which  ia* 
eluded  the  Irish,  should  not  be  permitted  to  approach 
nearer  to  the  town  than  eight  miles.  On  the  9th  of 
March,  major  Nathaniel  Gordon  came  to  Aberdeen- 
from  Montrose'*  army,  with  a  few  troops  of  horse ;  and 
the  keys  of  the  kirks,  ports,  and  the  tolbooth,  werede- 
Uvered  to  him  as  the  emblems  d*  submission.  He  took 
eighteen  hundred  musquets,  pikes,  &c.  at  Torrie,  which 
had  been  Uil  under  the  guard  of  the  late  captain  Keith's 
troop,  of  whom  several  were  killed,  and  some  taken  pri- 
soners.  Major  Gordon  placed  sentinels  in  the  town,  and 

sent 
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sent  palroks  as  far  as  Cowie  to  preyent  a  surprise  from 
the  south.  Montrose  advanced  to  Inverury  and  Kin- 
tore,  where  he  issued  an  order,  commanding  all  the 
men  in  the  shire  to  meet  him  at  Inverury  on  the  IBik 
of  March,  in  their  best  arms,  and  mounted  on  their 
best  horses,  under  pain  of  fire  and  sword. 

Major  Gordon,  who  had  joined  the  camp  on  the 
]  2th,  returned  again  to  Aberdeen,  with  about  eighty 
gentlemen  on  horseback.  They  rested  in  fancied  se- 
curity, and  indulged  in  merriment,  neglecting  the  or- 
dinary precautions  of  war ;  and  were  surprised  on  the 
night  of  the  15th,  by  major  Hurry,  and  a  detachment 
of  horse  and  foot  from  Baillie's  army.  Several  of  the 
loyalists  were  killed,  and  their  horses  were  carried  off 
by  Hurry*s  party,  which  hastily  retreated  next  mor- 
ning. 

Although  Montrose  did  not  give  op  the  town  to  be 
pillaged,  yet,  by  his  orders,  major  McDonald  exacted 
a  contribution  in  cloth,  gold  and  silver  lace,  &c.  to  the 
amount  of  L.1 0,000,  which  the  community  became 
bound  to  pay  to  the  merchants,  from  whom  it  had  been 
taken,  by  a  general  tax  on  the  people.  Montrose  moved 
his  camp  from  Kintore  to  Durris,  where  he  was  joined 
by  M'Donald,  and  his  regiment  of  Irish.  He  burned 
the  houses,  and  laid  waste  the  lands.  From  Burris  he 
proceeded  to  Stonehaven  on  the  1 9th  of  March,  He 
lodged  in  the  house  of  James  Clark,  the  provost;  and 
lord  Gordon,  with  the  army,  was  quartered  in  Cowie, 
and  in  the  surrounding  country.  Montrose  wrote  a 
letter  to  earl  Marischal,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Dun- 
nottar  Castle  with  sixteen  covenanting  ministers,  re- 
^  questing 
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queBling  Mm  to  support  the  royai  cause ;  but  the  carU 
cooMiAM  by  Andrew  Cant,  it  is  said,  refused  to  com- 
ply, aAMwvring,  tliat  he  never  would  lift  his  arm  against 
his  coutitry.    The  cruel  policy  of  those  times  had  intra- 
dueed  the  nraKim,  that  '  he  who  is  not  for  us^  must  be 
'  against  us ;'  and  Montrose  acted  on  this  principle 
nHtk  no  cottmon  zeal.    Hb  proceeded  to  the  work  of 
dieslrucftioii  wink  his  usnal  vigour.    The  villages  of 
Stonehaveft  and  Cowie  were  committed  to  the  flames 
(21st  March),  wilh-  the  esceptioii  of  Janies  Clark's 
house,    where  Montrose  himself  had   been  lodged. 
{Raiding  feelingly  describes   (bis  distressing  scene. 
"  The  people,'*  he  says,  "  came  out;  men,  wom^if, 
"  and  children  at  their  feet,  and  children  in  their 
"  arms,  crying,  howling,  and  weeping,  praying  the 
•'  earl  for  God's  cause,  to  save  them  from  this  fire  how 
''  soon  it  was  kindled ;  but  thir  poor  people  gat  no 
*'  answer,  nor  knew  they  where  to  go  with  their  chil- 
"  dren.     Lamentable  to  see!**'     The  boats  of  the 
fishers  were  also  burned,  and  the  lands  of  Dunnottar 
received  a  terrible  visitation.     The  house  of  Petter- 
esso  was  set?  on  fire,  and  its  "pleasant  park;"  of 
which,  sottie  trees  burned,  others  being  green,  would 
not  burn  :    "  Jwit  the  hart,  the  hind,  the  deer,  and 
"  the  roe,  skirled  at  the  sight  of  fire,  bat  they  were 
"  all  tane  and  slain.     The  horses,  mares,  oxen,  and 
"  kine,  were  all  likewise  killed,  and  the  haill  baronies 
"  of  Bunnottar  and  Fetteresso  utterly  spoilzied^  plua- 
*'  dered  and  undone.'^ 
MbntPose  continued  his  march  southwards.     He  re* 

mained 
•  Vol.  13,  p.  285. 
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maijoed  f^^ur  days  nt  Feti^qairn,  where  hU  horje  ^ktr* 
miflbed  with  thos^  ^  major-general  flurry ;  andj  oa 
be  25th,  he  advanced  io  Brechio,  which  he  pUlage<^ 
and  partly  burned.  He  proceeded  through  A^gv»,  iU 
luminatJwag  his  coarse  by  the  flaofies  he  raUed.  Bail- 
lie's  army,  six  thousand  strong,  now  hung  upon  his 
flanks  and  rear,  and  made  dally  attacks ; .  hat  the  co« 
?enanters  were  cautious  from  mtsfortone:  and,  like 
the  re^eaifiog  lioii,  Montrose  presentjod  a  determined 
iront  that  ^e^t  his  enemites  at  bay. 

Montrose  made  an  aUaek  on  the  town  of  Dundee^ 
but  was  surprised  by  Baillie,  ^d  obliged  to  abandon 
the  assault.  He  conducted  his  retreat  to  the  mountaias 
of  Glenesk,  in  the  face  of  a  vastly  superior  force,  and 
with  admii^ble  skill.  His  army  was  now  greatly  re» 
duced  by  the  defection  of  lord  Lewis  Gordon  smd  his 
followers,  who  were  called  home  by  his  father,  the 
marquis  of  Huntly.  The  estates  ordered  Hurry  to 
march  to  Aberdeen  with  two  regiments  of  foot,  and 
OQe  of  horse,  in  pursuit  of  lord  Lewis  Gordoa ;  an4 
general  Baillie  retired  to  Perth  with  the  remaii^der  of 
the  army,  to  watch  the  progress  of  M^mtrose,  who  ad"* 
vanced  to  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town. 

After  remaining  some  time  in  Aberdeen,  Hurry  w«>t 
in  search  of  lord  Gordon,  who  prudently  avoided  hifla 
until  he  could  form  a  junction  with  MoBtrose>  who  re- 
turned across  the  mountains  to  support  him,  and  they 
met  in  Cromar.  The  loyalists  had  only  fifteen  huft* 
dred  foot,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  horse,  but  they 
were  brave,  and  inured  to  war.  Montrose  now  weiit 
in  quest  of  Hurry,  who  crossed  th|B  Spey,  and  hastened 
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his  march  to  Inverness,  where  he  arrived  with  dlffi« 
culty*.  The  levies  from  Moray,  Sutherland,  and 
Caithness,  had  been  ordered  by  the  estates  to  assem- 
ble at  Inverness ;  and  Hurry  being  reinforced  by  them 
and  the  garrison,  mustered  four  thousand  men. 

Baillie  was  rapidly  advancing  in  the  rear  of  Mon- 
trose, who  could  neither  retreat,  nor  proceed  with 
safety.     He  therefore  resolved  to  try  the  fate  of  a  battle 
once  more,  and  made  preparations  to  give  Hurry  a  warm 
reception.     Montrose's  little  army  was  drawn  up  at  the 
village  of  Aldern,  with  all  the  science  of  Epaniinondas, 
and  its  incredible  exertions  on  the  day  of  battle  (dth 
May),  secured  the  victory.    Three  thousand  of  the  ene- 
my were  killed  in  the  fieldf ;  but  the  glory  of  the  con- 
querors was  stained  by  their  cruelty  and  devastation^. 
The  battle  of  Alford  was  the  next  brilliant  action 
that  adorned  the  military  career  of  this  valiant  chief- 
tain.    The  earl  of  Lindsay  had  drawn  off  the  veteran 
troops  of  Baillie's  army,  who  was  constrs|ined  to  fight 
through  the  importunities  of  the  nobles  in  his  camp,  in 
opposition  to  his  own  better  judgment.     Nearly  the 
whole  of  Baillie's  infantry  was  cut  to  pieces;   but 
Montrose  sustained  an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 
the  brave  lord  Gordon,  who  was  killed  by  a  musquet- 
shot  while  pursuing  the  enemy's  horse. 

The  talents  of  Argyle,  who  was  better  qualified  for  a 
statesman  than  a  military  commander,  supported  the 
whooping  spirits  of  the  estates,  and  be  infused  his  own 

energy 

,  *  Monteith's  History  of  the  Troubles  of  Scotland,  p.  205. 
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energy  into  their  counciis.  The  parliament  removed 
to  Stirling  (8th  Jnly,  1^4.5),  and  thence  to  Perth,  to 
aroid  the  ravages  of  the  plague  }  and  while  the  coun- 
try was  ready  to  sink  under  the  accumulated  pressure 
of  war  and  pestilence,  an  order  was  issued,  command- 
ing all  the  nobility  and  gentry  to  take  up  arms  under 
pain  of  treason  ;  and  flight  or  emigration  was  severe- 
ly prohibited.  Montrose  was  no  less  active,  and  his> 
recent  victories  attracted  numerous  reinforcements. 
He  was  joined  at  Fordoun  in  Mearns-shire,  by  lord 
Aboyn ;  and,  in  Angus,  by  the  heads  of  several  clahs^ 
with  their  adherents ;  and  altogether,  his  army  was 
five  thousand  strong.  He  suddenly  emerged  from  the 
Grampian  mountains,  and  threatened  Perth,  when  the 
parliament  was  sitting,  and  where  their  forces  were 
entrenched.  They  refused  to  give  him  battle,  and  he 
continued  his  march  to  the  sooth-west  of  Scotland, 
everywhere  marking  his  progress  by  bloodshed  ^nd 
devastation.  He  crossed  the  Forth  above  Stirling,  and 
pitched  his  camp  at  Kilsyth,  where  he  fought  one  of 
his  most  celebrated  battles  (1 5th  of  August).  Of  six 
thousand  covenanters  who  were  engaged  on  that  day, 
nearly  five  thousand  were  slain  :  and  this  isignal  de- 
ieat  at  once  palsieil  the  exertions  of  the  estates,  and 
opened  the  whole  country  to  the  conqueror. 

The  fortune  of  war  is  fluctuating,  and  the  power  of 
Montrose  was  transient.     His  maxims  in  the  council^    - 
Jindhis  practice  in  the  field,  were  alike  detestable; 
^nd  as  he  possessed  not  the  affections  of  the  people^  . 
"is  authority  was  limited  to  the  confines  of  his  camp*. 
2e  ,  '      The 

*  Laing,  vol.  J,  .p.  301. 
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The  country  did  not  rifw  to  racFiiit  his  disMoisbed  ai- 
my,  Y^iiea  deseftsd  by  the  Gprdons  :»pd  M'JXNasdds. 
But  success  b3d  inspired  him  with  confidences  ^d  be 
boldly  marched  to  the  hord^rs^to  m»H  e^q^^tod  rein^ 
ibrcemeots  froin  England. 

When  tlie  Seotish  »nny  in  England  reoeiv.^d  inficir* 
mation  of  the  fatal  battle  of  Kilsydt^  David  Liislic^  ivith 
iour  thousand  cavalry^  reiuvaed  rapidly  U>  Bfinvick  ; 
iiud  while  revieving  his  troops  on  Glad^twoor  in  ls>* 
iluan,  it  was. reported  to  hioi  thai  ftlontra^e  waslymg 
carelessly  in  Ettricjc  fonest.  He  suddenly  f Qv^rsed  hi^ 
jnarcb>  and«  under  coi^r  of  nighty  appripa^^ed  Sel* 
kiric  .unperceiv^ds  where  he  surprised  the  roypliats  in 
the  adj^cQnt  woods  of  Philiphaughi  on  the  1 3th  of 
September.  In  this  emergencyj  all  that  qould  be 
done  by  brave  men  was  atchieved ;  bujt  superior  num* 
bers,  ably  dnreai^d  by  an  experienced  officer,  over* 
came  their  best  efforts,  and  one  thousand  royalists  wiere 
]wiUed  OP  the  spot.  The  Irish  were  mastered  as  a 
banditti  unworthy  pf  ^y  quarter,  and  Montrose's  ar^ 
wy  w?»  thus  entirely  dispersed. 

Montrose  himself  had  escaped  to  Peebles,  where  he 
coUepted  two  hundred  of  his  horse,  with  which  be  fled 
liqrpss  the  ,Forth  and  the  Tay,  and  took  shelter  in  the 
wilds  of  Atbol.  {{e  expected  to  be  supported  by 
HuAtly>  who^hsid  issued  from  his  copceakQlAtj  about  this 
^)^ae,  And  |br  that  purpose,  tr^versied  the  .Grampians. 
Abpyn  joined  him  in  iVt?ir,  with  s^bout  ii?.e  hundred 
horse  ^nd/o^;  bwt  HMmJy*e.?eat^d  former  injuries, 
and  never  cprdiaily  co-operi^d  m\h  Montrose,  who 

again 
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again  retuitied  into  ^thol>  doid  occasionally  thfeateniedl 
the  adjoining  district*. 

The  affiiirs  o#  the  royafrsts  \!^rei  now  ne^y  dcspe^ 
rate.  Montirosc»,  by  his  defeat  at  Philiphaogh;  had 
lost  the  reputation^  of  being  invincible ;  and  Huntly 
ftfystd  terfffarch  beyofMf  tlfe  limits  of  his*  goTerhwent. 
Biit  Montfose,  whv  w*y  ever  indefatigable^  pcMtrated^ 
trr  the, depth  of  Winter  with  at  stanW  force  to  Strath- 
bogi«>  to  obtain  an  interview  wi^h  Huntly,  and,  if 
piD(s!Stlyl^>  l6  stimnkite  his  efffon^  in  the  royal  eauser 
Hielr  private  differences  were  laid  ^fdje  from  a  s^nsep 
of  ^c^ttm^n^Hger,  anid  a  plan  df  operations  was  &r^ 

The  esfa^d  ntfeefftraily  «otivir,  ati(«Jn«w  levies  wcrer 
rtrrsed  td  gafrrisoiv  fh«  pY^ftdp^l  t<iwn.s  .and  to  form  an* 
aritfy  in  Che'  fieldf.  MoMr&9^i-  horse  were  stationed  ine^ 
^^  eotttity  «f  th«  M^atrn^i  under  lihldsay,  earl  of  Craw-' 
f&tS,  atldi  they  tetiPti  m  eonftisioii  on  the  advance  ef 
the  iV)fce»  6f  the  paofliamene  under  cdonel  H«nfry  Bair-^ 
cl«y,  wh<f  arrived  m  Aberdeen  t/a  January,  1 54^*. 

Crawfovd  paHfied^  fhrdugh  Kintorer  intd  BuMihan,. 
l^timed  FraS€rlM:^rgb,,  aoid  the^  ibarclwd  ta  BailC  Bitf 
(jijwtefs  there,  were  beaten  »p  by  c^V^iel  Btsv^id  Bar- 
clay of  Ury,  who*  had  th&  eotmniai&  of  ih^  Suthwrland* 
thtn,  a^  ftlatly  of  the  Irish  were  hilie/l. 

Montrose  had  un^rtaken  the  siege  of  lnv^errtes^, 

and  Huntly  was  eihpioyed  in  rfedueiAg  several:  e^tkh 

iw  Meray^re.    Bat  itt  Aprils  rn^jiar- genera*  ai«Idfte- 

ton  wa«  dem  to  Aberdeen  tt  take  file  GO!ifMffanil  of  th^ 

2  £  2  par1iamenl'i^< 

*  Md.  GorddtiV  Geoeatogy  of  the  House  of  Sutfaerhsk}.. 
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p^i'liaroent's  army.  In  May,  he  advanced  northwards^ 
having  left  the  defence  of  Aberdeen  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Montgomery,  with  one  regiment  of  horse,  and 
another  of  foot ;  and  by  rapid  matches,  he  arrived  on 
the  £ith  at  Inverness.  Montrose  had  previously  cros- 
sed the  river  Ness  ;  bat  colonel  Barclay,  passing  at  a 
ford  above  the  town,  gallantly  charged  him  ivith  a  re- 
giment of  horse,  and  being  ably  supported  by  Middle- 
ton,  entirely'  defeated,  his  army.  Montrose  lost  his 
baggage,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  number  of 
his  m^n  were  killed*. 

Whilst  Middleion  and  Barclay  were  at  Inverness, 
the  marquis  of  Huntly  and  lord  Aboyn  assembled 
their  vassals  at  Inverury,  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing Aberdeen.  Montgomery  anticipated  them  by 
an  assault  on  their  quarters  at  Kintore  (13th  May), 
which  proved  fruitless^  and  he  was  so  hotly  pursued 
that  he  regained  the  town  with  difficulty.  The  mar- 
quis, by  a  rapid  march,  arrived  at  Aberdeen  on  the 
J  4-th,  by  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  with  his  whole  army, 
whi,ch  be  drew  up  on  a  heath  about  half  a  mile  north- 
wards of  the  loch.  He  instantly  assaulted  the  town 
at  different  points.  The  garrison  t»ravely  repulsed 
two  separate  attacks ;  but  a  part  of  the  town»  taking 
fire,  and  a  third  and  more  furious  assault  being  made 
with  fresh  troops  under  lord  Aboyn,  Montgomery 
was  obliged  to  give  way.  His  horse  swam  the  river, 
and  escaped  to  Torry ;  but  the  foot,  under  colonel 
Henry   Barclay^    retired   within   the   tolbooth>    and 

the 
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the  t^l  Matischars  an*  Ktfoddles*'  fodgings^  where 
they  ^rreiidefed  tfs  prisdtieM  of  waf. 

General  SfidHfetoW,  wh^  in  Moray,  received  in- 
tieffiifcfrrce  of  Hirutiys  suCce^,  ^nd  by  fapidf  marches 
endcstvowed  to  rfiterc^pc  him  m  his  retreat  to  WTarr, 
but  he  secaretf  himself  in  th6  mountains  of  thaC  coun- 
try, atid  MlddletOri  retutnedt-  to  Aberdeen*. 

Preridusty  to  thiisf  tihie,  the  king  had  aflrived  at'  ttie 
Scotish  oamp  before  Nfewarft  (5  th  May  J,  having  ef&c- 
twatesfhis  escape  fmm  Oxford  in  disguise  (27th  April). 
He  sent  orders  to  Mo^ntrose  and  Himtly  to  ceastf  con- 
tending. The  former  obeyed;  and  was  permitted  by 
the  estates  to  retire  from  the  kingdom  ;  but  the  latter 
still  stood:  m  the  attitude  of  defiaaee.  Mt^dktoit  hav- 
ing requested  more  forces  to  enable  him  to  subdue 
Huntly,  general  Lesly  was  sent  to  Aberdeen  with  a 
detachment  of  horse  and  foot,  to  aid  him  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  refractory  chieftain,  Middleton  and  Col. 
David  Barclay  accordingly  advanced  to  the  banks .  of 
the  Spey,  and  successively  took,  possession  of  all  the 
strong  places  belonging  to  Huntly,  who,  unable  to 
meet  them  in  the  field,  sought  shelter  in  the  recesses- 
of  th^"  mountains.  This  unfortunate,  man  was  afters- 
wards  seized  ia  Strathaven,  by  a  party  of  the  cove- 
nanters, and  carried  to  Edinburgh,  wher«  he  was^ 
beheaded.  The  Macdonalds^  of  the  west,  highlands, 
were  next  attacked  and  subdued ;  and  Scotland,  for  ai 
short  time,  enjoyed  tranquillity  and  repose. 

War  and  pestilence  are  the  great  scourges  of  man- 
2  £  3  kind.. 

*  Gordon'iMS.. 
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kind.  The  plague  which  had  existed  in  the  seuthern 
districts  of  Scotland  for  two  years,  broke  out  in  Aber- 
deen about  the  Istof  June,  1647,  and  continued  its 
ravages  till  about  the  end  of  October.  The  election 
of  the  magistrates  this  year,  was  held  in  Gilcomston^ 
on  account  of  the  pestilence,  which  cut  off  in  Aber- 
deen sixteen  hundred  of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  the 
fishing  yiilages  of  Footdee  and  Torry,  a  hundred  and 
forty.  In  the  winter  following,  the  universities  re- 
moved  to  Fraserburgh  and  Peterbead,  where  they  sat 
during  that  session*. 

CHAPTXR 

*  6ordoD*0  History  of  the  Gordoni,  vol.  ii^  f,  52i. 
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[the  scots  deliver  their  king  to  the  commons  of 
england— oliver  ckoal  well— executio  n  of  char- 
les i. -^charles  ii.  arrives  in  scotland— defeated 
at  worcester— cromwell  conquers  scotland— hli 
government — death— and  restoration  of  charles 
ii.— re-establishes  episcopacy— his  government- 
severities— episcopal  tyranny  —  proscriptions- 
murders  and  massacres— death  of  charles,  and 
reign  of  his  successor,  james  ii.— arbitra  r  y  mea- 
sures->exce$sive  cruelties— arrival  oftme  prince 
of  orange— revolution— abolition  of  episcopacy 

—THE  ELECTIONS  OF  THE  MilGUTRATES  OF  ABfiHDEEN— 
BISHOPS— LIST  OP  PROVOSTS.] 

«    •»    «    # 

V^  HARLES  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Scotish  camp,  ^ut 
the  English  claimed  him,  which  occasioned  a  dispute 
between  the  two  nations.  The  Scots,  however,  knew 
too  well  the  value  of  the  prize,  to  part  withhim  easily ; 
and  after  a  good  deal  of  altercation,  they  sold  him  fas 
four  handred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  of  which  they 
received  the  half.  It  would  be  lA  vain  to  attempt  to 
-disguise  this  shameful  transaction  by  any  plea  of  ne- 
cessity, or  even  to  offer  any  apology  for  the  base  con- 
duct 
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ivtei  of  that  parliament  which  ordained  on  the  1 6th 
January,  1647,  **  that,  according  to  the  agreement  of 
*'  their  commissioners,  the  army  should  retire,  and  tbe 
"  king  be  left  to  the  English,  without  any  conditions 
"  for  him,  or  this  nation's  interest  ia  him." 

The  Scotish  army  accordingly  left  Newcastle  with 
their  treasure,  on  tbe  1 1  th  February,  and  crossed  the 
Tweed  at  Kelso,  where  six  regiments  of  horse  were 
disbanded,  after  having  taken  the  covenanting  oath. 

Theliing  was  conducted  to  Holdenby,  where  he  was 
detained  as  a  prisoner ;  and  the  different  factions  in 
both  kingdoms  were  puzzled  what  measures  to  pursue 
io  regard  to  him.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  «n- 
Bappy  man,  that  be  too  firmfy  adhered  to  his  religious 
prejudices,  and  at  the  same  time  was  destitute  of  sio- 
oerity^.  He  alternately  intrigued  with  every  part j, 
with  the  view  of  finally  triumphing  over  the  whole> 
and  re-establishing  his  own  despotic  system,  as  to 
church  and  state*  A  new  sect  had  arisen  during  the 
eventful  changes  of  religious  opinion,  which,  to  the 
disgrace  of  protestants,  had  followed  in  rapid  sucoes* 
sion  since  the  abolition  of  the  Romish  doctrines ;  and 
the  Independents  had  become  numerous  and  powerfiiL 

They- 

'  *  Chartes  aeemi  to  have  adopted  tftr  princtplet  of  MacHtilvcl* 
wMi  whom  it  waa.a.nuaMii,  that  **  a  prttdent  prinoe  camoe,  aor 
u  ought  ttot»  to  keep  ,hia  word«  cscepb  when  he  can  do  it  wicii- 
'  *  out  iojUBy  to  himaeUVor  whea  the.circviyittancea.  under  vvtuch 
"  he  contraoted  the  engagement,  §tUl  exiet.**— The  Stnara  raco 
were  aU  unfortiinately  too  familiar  with  this  detpici^  sort  of 
m§raiity,  and,  vD¥J^«*tioiiehi)^»  the- duplicity  of  Charlea  cost  him. 
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They  were  a  set  of  fanatics  who  claimed  a  higher  de* 
gree  of  saintship  than  the  presbyterian  labourers  in 
the  holy  vineyard,  or,  in  jother  words,  their  feryour 
\va%  more  warm,  enthusiastic,  and  hypocritical*  They 
"  rejected  all  ecclesiastical  establishments,  and  would 
"  admit  of  no  spiritual  courts,  no  government  among 
"  pastors,  no  interposition  of  the  magistrate  in  reli- 
"  gious  concerns,  no  fixed  encouragement  annexed  to" 
"  any  system  of  doctrines  or  opinions*/' 

Oliver  Cromwell  was  a  leader  among  this  party,  and 
the  army  had  become  converts.  The  parliament  of 
England  %vas  composed  chiefly  of  presby terians.  The 
army  scorned  their  authority,  and  seized  the  person 
of  the  king  (3d  June  \6m),  whom  cornet  Joyce 
conducted  to  the  rendezvous  at  Triplo-heath,  near 
Cambridge!.  Cromwell  took  the  command  of  the  ar- 
my, marched  to  St.  Albans,  thence  to  London,  new. 
modelled  the  parliament,  and  brought  the  king  to 
Hampton  Court.  His  majesty  escaped  from  his  guards 
(1  rth  November),  and  put  himself  in  the  hands  of 
Hammond,  governor  of  the  isle  of  Wight,  who  detain- 
ed  him  in  Carisbrooke  Castle.  After  various  unsuccess- 
ful proposals  for  an  accommodation  between  the  king 
and  the  parliament,  it  was  voted  (15th  January,  1648), 
through  the  influence  or  threats  of  Cromwell,  that  all 
intercourse  between  him  and  them  should  cease^.  He 
was  no  longer  considered  as  king,  and  Cromwell, 
who  was  now  all  powerful,  had  doomed  his  destruc« 

tioB, 
y  - 

*  Hume's  History  of  England,  vol.  iv.  p.  S66. 
t  Ibi(^.  p.  411.  I  Ibid.  p.  427. 
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tidti,  it  it  92a6,  at  a  meeting  of  the  geaeral  o&ttts  of 
Mb  ftntiy  at  WhidMMV  ^  f<sw  days  -After  his  escape  from 
Utttt^on  Court*. 

The  ertatetf  of  Scotland  were  ftot  indlSerenC  sp^cta- 
tort  of  the^e  tfaiiiactlOfts«  and  having  betrayed  their 
Jcingi  they  dreaded  fais  r^oAciliation  with  the  parli- 
am^t,  lest  he  Aonld  reccfter  hid  authofity,  and  punish 
their  pefftdyf.  To  a^^rt  such  an  event,  they  s«nt 
commissioners  to  Charfes  CO  propo^  a  treaty,  and  to 
offer  their  assiBtsice  towards  his  restoration  to  power. 
His  aflkifs  wete  de^i-aCtf,  and  it  is  probabfe  he  woufd 
not  at  sQch  a  time  be  tety  scropilTotM  as  Co  the  tdrms 
of  tiio  treaty  ;  bnc  the  commfision^rs  requested  so 
Tkttioh,  that  his  majemy  was  ashamed  co  comply  with 
their  demands}.  It  was,  however,  finally  settfed  in 
the  isl^of  Wight,  on  (he  2(Jth  December,  1047  ;  and 
they  engaged  that  an  army  should  march  into  Eng- 
land to  .co-operate  wKh  his  friends  in  that  kingdom. 

The  parliament  of  Scotland  accordingly  ordered  for- 
ces  to  be  raised,  of  which  they  gav6  the  Command  to 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  who  crossed  the  frontiers  about 

the 


^  *  Clareodon's  Hittory  of  the  Rebellion^  voL  v.  p.  92. 
t  Ibid.  p.  100. 
t  *  They  demanded,  **  that  nich  a  number  of  Sfofs'tntn  should 
«  be  al#ayc  id  the  coiut  of  the  be d-chsttbcr,  afld  aU  vthnplde^i 
<«  aiboot  die  penont  of  the  kiftg,  a»d  prinee,  and  Mm  of  Tttrk  V 
*<  That  Berwick  and  Carlisle  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
**  ScpU  ;*'  *  and  some  other  concessions  with  regard  to  the  nor* 

*  thera  counties,  which  tr?nched  so  far  upon  the  honour  and  in- 

•  terest  of  the  MttgHs^,  that  fa2»  majesty  utterly  refused  to  content 
*.  to  it.*-»CA«rMi»AV  Suhry,  vol.  t.  p.  lOt. 
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juul  tti;^  M^gy  <tet^iog  tbe  king  as  (h^  e^^i^y  of  tb^ 
JSMefm^^d^Q^^CovoHmt,  tbuQw  every  obstrjaaioi^ 
in  ^e  way  of  the  levies,  Mid  firevented  4be  nfig^jflwy 
j^p{4i^  pC  piiMi  ^  niw»ey  from  bepng  fpr^pirded  to 
the  army.  Two  supreme  judicatures  existed  i|i  tji^ 
«<MiO^>^y  :  4^^  0136  threatened  the  people  vrith  damna- 
iiqo  m^^^^fWi  M>Jaf3m(^,  if  they  c^^yed  the  mandates 
ilf  parii^mfs^;  ^  the  other,  ivith  ]jz^)ri8Q]imept,  bar- 
;Mshinent,  ^d  .nuUtary  execution,  if  they  rafiisftd* 
*'  Xbe  people/'  says  ^Uurendop,  "  were  corr^pt^d  an^ 
-''  goy.«i:f^d  by.Uie  ill^£|^o^s  br«at;h  of  their  semieleM 
"  clergy t;"  aipd^  their  conduct  on  this  occwPP  was 
certainly  Ihe  cauise  of  the  ^isgr^^^e  of  ^he  na^ipna} 
aruM. 

;I{^miltQn  was  defeated  at  Pr^s^on  in  I^ncasbire, 
with  iiiwnei>se  slaugiiter,  by  Crprnwell  and  Laipbert, 
on  the  IStb  pf  AugMsj;,  a^d  hNself  tak^h  prispner. 
Jhe  Scotish  oajtion  migfit  still  have  made  ap  egbrt^aod 
maintained  the  ipdepend^pce  of  the  country ;  but  the 
clipr<;h  party  was  in  arras,  with  Argyle,  Lothian^, 
Cas^ilis,  and  EgUiUop,  as  their  leaders.  Each  pari^b 
was  conducted  by  its  minister  ;  and  the  Jmnrr^eiimi^^ 
made  »  tumultuary  march  to  Edipburgh,  frpm  which 
they  expelled  the  poipjpJU^e  pf  e^at^sj.  The  Whig* 
0utuur(8'  inrosjd,  as  this  ei^^ ediltpn  was  termed,  gave  the 
origin  pf  the  word  Whigf  which  derives  its  high  birth 
ftem  the  outrageous  copduct  of  the  Scots  cpyenanters. 

Cromwell 

*  Hume,  YoL  iv.  p.  ISO. 
j  Historjr  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  17.  p.  10^ 
t  Laiog,  vol  i«  p«  365. 
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Cromwell  hastened  his  march  to  Edinburgh,  where,  in 
conjunction  with  Argyle,  he  suppressed  the  mbderate 
presbyterians ;  and  the  ecclesiastical  authority,  now 
paramount  to  the  civil  power,  exercised  unrelenting 
vengeance  on  all  who  had  any  concern  in  what  the 
violent  party  termed  Hamilton*8  engagement*. 

Cromwell  was  soon  called  to  London,  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  of  Newport,  which  terminating  unfavour- 
ably, the  king  was  again  seized  by  the  army,  and  con- 
veyed to  Hurst  Castle.  The  parliament  was  unable  to 
protect  either  itself  or  the  king,  for  the  army  possessed 
the  power,  and  it  assumed  the  right  to  determine,  the 
deliberations  of  that  body.  Colonel  Pride,  with  two 
regiments^ /mr^ed  the  house,  that  is  to  say,  he  expelled 
the  whole  members,  excepting  fifty  or  sixty  violent 
independentsf.  The  fate  of  the  king  was  soon  deter- 
mined. He  was  removed  to  Windsor  on  the  2Sd  De- 
cember. His  trial  commenced  before  a  H^h  Court  of 
Justice  on  the  20th,  and  was  finished  on  the  27th  of 
January,  161§.  He  was  condemned,  as  previously 
resolved,  and  executed  on  the  30th  of  January,  in  the 
forty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  after  a  troublesome  reign 
of  thirty-three  years,  ten  months,  and  three  days. 

From  that  time,  to  the  present  day,  two  opinions  have 
existed  in  the  nation,  as  to  this  awful  event.  One  party 
have  deemed  Charles  a  martyr,  and  have  considered 
his  execution  as  murder. — ^That  he  suffered  fronn  an 
usurped  power  is  indisputable,  and  perhaps  his  death 
was  unnecessary.     On  the  other  side  it  has  been  said, 

that 
*  Hume,  voL  iv.  p.  4S6. 
t  Ibid.  p.  439. 
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tto  hid  coikhiel  dre^  domi  upon  him  the  just  renge- ' 
JlnceoCaii  ingiired  people^  and  thatt  the  peace  of  the  ' 
coixitfy  cottkl  net  be  seeofed  while  he  Hved.  His  en* 
fatgeoMttt  wiisbthe  Seo(»  to  reijiew  the  ctyilwar,  at  the 
ssme'diBe  liiat  he  vnu  ttM&afg  fbt  peace  wrth  the  £n- 
gK«h  parHamenf^  aflS>rdii  toe  $tfeng  proof  of  his  wsM 
^mcenty,  and  denfonsWatea^  sufficiently  that  he  was 
not  fi^'ded  m  Mff  pubKe  eondnet  by  those  strict  prin- 
ciples of  tategrfty  whieh^ ought  to  regulate  th^tran^- 
actfOQs  of  ttn^  as  wdl  as  those  of  theBr  subjects. 
Bm^  the  mora^fy  of  nations  i^  of)!en  as  questionable  ak^ 
^at  of  kingd;  and  when  the  contention  of  pai*tfes  is 
carried  to  aa  extremity,  hiw  is  set  aside^  and  the  pas- 
sions of  men  become  the  only  rule  of  their  conduct. 
In  such  cases,  the  weak  may  expect  to  suffer  the  ag- 
gnsiion$  of  the  strong,-  as  there  is  no  court  of  equity 
to  appeal  to,  and  force  is  the  sole  arbiter  of  dWetenees, 
wkkb  are  generally  temikiat^,  not  by  logicail  de- 
ductioo,^  but  by  the  sotdiev  in  the  field,  and  th^  ex:e-» 
eutioner  on  tfa«  scafibM. 

The  majority  of  the  Scotish  nation  beheld  the  exe«^ 
cutioR  of  tbetr  native  prince  with  abhorrence;  They 
ascribed  ius  dea|h  fo  the  surrender  of  his  persofi-,  aikP 
wished  to  expiate  the  enmt  h^  the  restotatkfn^  of 
his  son.  They  stiU,  however,  adhered  to  the  cove- 
nant ;  and,  under  jcondifionsf,  Charles  II.  was  proctaitn- 
ed  sovereign  of  the  three  kingdoms.  But  he  acted 
disingenuously,  and  countenanced  Montrose  in  a  ho?^-» 
tik  invasion  of  that  country  which  proposed  to  place 
him  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  Montrose  was 
defeated,  taken  prisoner,  and  beheaded.  The  duplicity 
2p  of 
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of  Charles  was  made  apparent ;  but  the  Scots^  more 
fakhful  to  their  engagements  than  he  was,  s:iil  agreed 
to  receive  him^.  He  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Spey  on  the  2Sd  of  June>  1650,  but  was  not  permitted 
to  land,  until  he  had  subscribed  and  sworn  to  the  co- 
venant. The  clergy  ruled  the  state,  and  regulated  the 
conduct  of  the  king.  He  endeavoured  to  conform  to 
their  prayers  and  fasts,  and  even  condescended  to  hear 
their  invectives  against  his  father  and  mother.  Their 
fanatical  austerity  occasionally  extorted  from  him  a 
smile  of  contempt.  He  wished  to  deceive,  but  was 
too  inexperienced  to  impose  upon  those  who  were 
themselves  perfect  masters  of  hypocrisy,  and  they 
placed  00  confidence  in  his  professions!. 

The  committee  of  estates  ordered  a  general  levy 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;  and  a  strong  army  was  as* 
sembled  at  Edinburgh  under  the  command  of  Lesly. 
Cromwell  crossed  the  Tweed  on  the  22d  of  July,  and 
marched  to  the  capital  without  opposition.  ^  He  was 
unable  either  to  force  the  trenches  of  the  Scots,  or  to 
provoke  themiio  a  general  battle,  and  the  scarcity  of 
provisions  compelled  him  to  retreat  to  Dunbar,  whitiier 
he  was  pursued  and  harrassed.  His  situation  being  des- 
perate, he  was  prepared  to  embark  hh  foot,  and  break 
through  to  Berwick  with  bis  horse.  But  the  impru- 
dence of  the  Scots  deprived  them  of  a  victory  tbat 
might  have  been  bloodless.  The  experienced  Lesly 
knew  the  advantages  of  his  situation^  but  the  caution 

of 

•  Laing,  voL  i.  p.  407. 
t  ^l>«d.  p.  409. 
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of  the  general  was  drerbalanced  by  the  folly  and  mad- 
ness of  the  clergy.  They  pretended  revelations  from 
heaven  that  promised  certain  victory  to  their  army  of 
saints ;  and  the  frenzy  of  the  preachers  overpowered 
the  better  judgment  of  the  commander,  who  was  forced 
to  abandon  a  strong  position^  and  to  ofifer  battle  to  the 
enemy,  on  the  plain*.  The  illusions  of  these  wretched 
men,  ruined  their  cause;  and  on  the  3d  of  iSeptember, 
the  Scotish  army  sustained  a  total  defeat:  three  thou« 
_sand  were  put  to  the  swoi^d,  and  nine  thousand  made 
prisoners,  with  their  colours,  artillery,  and  baggage. 
The  clergy  found  that  Cromwell  was  as  good-  a  saint  a^ 
any  of  them,  and  that  beside  the  blessing  of  God>  h« 
derived  some  advantage  from  the  skilful  use  ofpowdti^ 
and  lead* 

Lesly  retreated  with  the  remains  of  ius  force  to  Stir* 
^ing.  A  sense  of  common  danger  for  a  time  united  all 
parties,  and  they  performed  the  uscfless  ceremony  o^ 
crowning,  the  king  at  Scone.  But  Cromwell  was  in 
possession  of  the  capital,  and  pushed  his  success  with 
great  vigour.  He  subdued,  during  winter,  the  whole 
country  from  the  Forth  to  the  Clyde.  A  new  army 
was  embodied  by  the  royalists^at  Stirling,  stad  Over- 
ton crossed  into  Fife  to  intercept  its  supplies.  A^  de- 
tachment of  the  Scots  was  sent  to  oppose  him,  but 
they  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of.  two  thousand  kiU 
led,  9nd  twelve  hundred  prisoners.  Cromwell  follow- 
ed Overton  with  the  remainder  of  his  army,  and  ad^ 
yanced  to  Perth,  of  which  he  took  possession,  Charles, 
2  F  2  no 

*  loiiDg,  vol.i.  p.^4'15» 
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no  loiij^^afe  in  SoodandL  detemined  to  peaetrate  in^ 
to/^ngh^,  and  on  the  6th  Aogust*  1651,  ht  eiit««d 
Carlicde  with  sixteen  thousand  men.  Cromwell  purr 
sued  the  kiog,  and  overtook  him.at  ySTorcester^  «'here 
his  .army  was  leniirely  destiroyed*  and  Charies  escaped 
to  France,  fifter  sufiering  inwioiefable  iiardshipa*. 

General  Monk>  with  seven  thousand  men,  was  left 
in  Scotland  to  subdue  the  country,  and  this  paltry 
force  wfis  sidequate  to  the  object.      The  places  of 
f trengtb  wrendered  alaM>st  wilbout  resistaaeftr    Boa^ 
.dee  was  tafcen  )>y  storoa.  St.  Andrew's,  Montioie,  and 
Aberdeen,  opened  their  galea  to  the  conqueror.    Hie 
republic  boasted,  that  it  had  aceomplishc^  what  q^* 
iher  the  Bemans,  nor  its  own  Edwards  and  Haaiyi^ 
could  atchieve;  and  Scotland  was  incorporated  int^ 
one  oammonwealth  with  England.    Eight  oommis* 
^aers  were  appointed  by  the  commons  at  Westo^* 
stcr,  to  govern  the  coaatry.     Coieral  Monk,  as  one  of 
these,  seat  five  colonels  to  regenerate  the  King^s  Col- 
kge  of  Aberdeen.    They  were  roagh  reformer?,  aii4 
With  little  ceaemony  displaced  the  ohnoxioos  profesr 
fomf.     Monk  thwatened  the  General  Assembly,,  and 
pniBoribed  tk*  cotenaat  and  religious  oaths ;  he  like-* 
vise  prohibited  civil  jadges  from  execntiag  the  aoo* 
tbemas  •f  the  church,  and  in  fact,  he  rescued  the  coua* 
€ry  fmfli  lAie  thraldom  of  clerical  tyranny  t» 

On  the  SOth  of  April,  1^5S,  Cromwell  dismissed 
^t  parliament  with  disgrace,  which  had  been  the  ac-* 

complice 

*  Laing,  voL  i.  p.  416,  «#.  /#f. 
f  See  Appendix,  No.  I,  p.  25. 
I  8kiQiier,vel,  ii.p.429.  i 
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cMsplice  of  his  crimes ;  and  in  Jtt1y>  lieutenant- cola* 
Bel  Cottere)  discharged  the  General  Assembly  at  Edjn* 
hnrgb.  It  may  he  said,  tk2Xhe  dtttmrned  them  out  o£ 
the  town ;  for  he  conveyed  the  members  through  the 
West  Port  by  a  guard  of  soldiers^  and  after  a  severe 
reprimand,  he  ordered,  that  not  three  of  tllem  should 
meet  together*, 

•  Cromwell  was  proclaimed  lord  Protector,  in  Decern^ 
her,  1653  ;  and  19  April  next,  he  passed  *'  an  act  of 
"  grace  atid  pardosn"  to  the  people  of  Scotland.  But 
there  were  many  ^cepted,  and  heavy  fines  were  im« 
posed  on  otliers,  to  the  sunount  of  <f  162,200  sterling* 
During  ibe  Cromwetlian  usurpation,  the  country, 
though  ruled  by  a  rod  of  iron,  enjoyed  peace,  ami  the 
people,  were  relieved  from  the  despotism  of  the  churchy 
which  was  more  oppressive  and  intolerant  than  the  ci-> 
vil  tyranny  of  preceding  ages. 

The  goTernment  of  the  kingdom  was  committed  to 
a  ctfuacii  of  state,  consisting  of  nine  members.  Its 
powers  were  extensive,  and  comprehended  the  adtpi- 
nistralion  of  civil  afihirs — ^the  revenue — ^sfee  excbequey 
— the  customs — the  excise — the  nomination  of  inferioi; 
judges,  sherifis,  commissaries,  justices  of  the  peace—* 
and  its  sanction  was  also  requisite  to  entitle  the  clergy 
to  the  fruits  of  their  benefices.  But  this  council,  in 
,the  exercise  of  its  powers,  was  subordinate,  and  respon«> 
sible  to  Cromwell  and  his  council-^^f  i^glandf. 

A  force  of  only  nine  thousand  men,  divided  into 
2  F  3.  '.        ,  .  twenty- 


*  Skinner,^  vol,  ii.  p.  4dl. 
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tweiity-«»gtit  garrisons,  was  deemed  Baflkient  to  se- 
care  ^e  subjectiea  oC  Sceilawl.  The  pay  of  tbe  milt* 
f  ary  was,  to  a  trooper,  2s.  <ld.>  ^and  to  a  comnaoo  sol« 
dier,  I  s.  per  day.  l%e  eacpendkore  of  the  govermncii^ 
exceeded  the  rereniie :  the  former,  tor  the  ciri\  and 
jDilUary  esiabltshmeRt,  amoonled  to  £'2W,^69  ;  and 
the  latler  produced  no  more  than  <£  143,042  ;  so  thai 
the  balance  was  deCirayed  by  remittaaceft*  from  En* 
Klaad*.  If  we  are  to  estkeate  the  vaiue  of  CromwelPa 
conquest  by  the  money  i4  cost  England,  he  certainly 
httA  a  bad  bargain :  and  if  the  Scots  could  not  defeat 
Imn  by  their  valour,  yet  they  drained  his  fimmces  by 
iheir  poTcrty,  wliich  was  not  only  a  consolati<»vt<>^ha 
'TanqQ]shed>  hut  a  real  benefit  to  their  country.  ''^"^ 

Agriculture  was  languid  ;  for  the  tenuve  of  thei^ic^ 
sier  was  short  or  precarious,  and  he  did  little  to  am«* 
liorate  the  sterility  of  the  soil  The  growth^  of  wh(^ 
was  confined  to  the  southern  counties,  and  the  produce 
ef  an  acre  scarcely  amounted  to  sifxtetirDushelfl^  or 
.  lour  boUs.  Barley  was  the  general  crop ;  and  4rtifip 
cial  grasses,  now  so  profitid>le  to  the  agricultunst,  weve 
altogether  nnknowA^ 

Manufectores  werein  their  iniuicy,  and  the  ihbrics 
made  of  wool  or  Sax  were  of  e  coarse  texture ;  yet 
the  latter  were  so  considerate,  as  to  become  the  staple 
eommodity  of  the  country.  The  commerce  ef  ex* 
change  with  forei^  nations,  was  principally  conduct- 
ed by  Scotsmen  resident  abrooMi,  who  annually  repair- 
«ed  to  an'extensiTe  fair  at  St  Andrew%  with  the  pro- 
duce 

*  Laxngy  wl.  h  p.  445: 
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dttM  0f  tbccentificlit  Corn,  #qo),  kiiid/  8a1<v  Ikk 
yatD  aad  iiam,  ftndl  csarae  wxM>lkii,  formed  Ibe  ^« 
ports  of  the  country ;  and  its  imports  were,  the  Smof 
sorts  iif  manixfac^tifeSf  witii  the  laxories  of  life.  French 
wiiies  were  so  al»iuidant>  that  Cromwell^  iao  taking 
peetesnon  of  IMA,  seized  three  tbooeaml  tone.  At 
CaMprere,  Ihv  Sootish  msrehante  jenjoyeri  peciiiifir 
pririieg^ ;  and  it  was  the  place  of.  their  chief  retort 
A  ship  from  AJberdeeo,  deatined  to  Holland*  and  loadv- 
edl  with  Abenfe«n  goodft*  was  captured  by  an  Irish  frir 
gate,  aaoa  ia«4',  and  the  cargo  was  valued  at  200,000 
»eriu*.    .  ., 

As  to  religion  during  this  period,  every  Q)dn  wae  ejlr 
lowed  to  cant  and  pray  as  be  pleased,  and  the  clergy 
were  reelraiiied  froni,/»ge«iderifig  dangerous imriguea* 
I'he  vigorous  arm  af  Cromwell  was  sospeoddd  over  theoa 
iSae  the  swiord  of  DiooysiuSp  and  tiieir  restless  spirili^ 
ware  osrbed  or  sabdued  by  the  terror  of  his.  vengeancB. 
The  society  of  quakers  arose  in  thb  age  of  enthusiastic 
^BTVour.  Their  sighing  and  giroaning,  and  inepheient 
<iacalations>  were  merely  emblematic  of  the  salEbr* 
iags  of  mankind ;  but  their  calm  forbearance^  their 
We  of  p«ace,  SQid  inoffbnaive  manners,  constituted  the 
severest  aatire  on  the  tnrbuienee  of  churchmen.  _  tT 
^he  meek  virtues  of  this  sect,  witich  disclaims  every 
sentiment  oi  ambition,  are  contrasted  with  the  intole- 
lanty  pessecuiang^^and  aspirin^p  temper  of  the  national 
^^gy»  'Whether  epMcopaiian  or  psesbytertan,  k  wiU  he 

fiMmd> 

f  Spaldi9g,vol.ii.^SS6; 
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Ibond,  that'  iht  one  bore  a  resemblance  to  the  primi- 
tive Christians^  while  the  others  were,  iilce  the  fabkid 
denions  of  discord. 

<  Crohiwell  died  on  the  3d  of  September,  1658,  and 
^as  succeeded  in  the  protectorship  by  his  son 'Richard, 
Vho  possessed  none  of  his  father's  abiiides.  No  here- 
ditary sovereign  did  more  for  the  prosperity  of  Ei^iand 
4han  Cromwell.  He  caused  his  laws  to  be  respected 
•at  home ;  and  abroad,  he  raised  the  military  and  naval 
glory  of  the,  nation.  Bdt  within  the  short  space  of 
«ne  year  after  bis  death,  the  fabric  he  had  reared,  was 
dissblvedrand  the  country  was  subjected  to  military  con* 
troul.  That  revoluticfnary  ^irit,  however,  which  had 
embroiled  the  country  in  a  civil  war  of  twenty  yearc  had 
subsided  into  a  sincere  desire  for  the  return  of  peace, 
*and  of  good  government.  The  restoration  of  Charles 
-II.  was  projected  and  executed'  by  general  Monlr, 
whose  dark  politics  had  given  him  the  ascendancy 
both  in  the  parliament  and  in  the  army.  Charles  ac* 
'cordingly.  was  invited  to  fill  the  throne  of  his  fore- 
fathers; and  on  the  25th  of  May,  1660,  he  arrived  at 
Dover,  where  he  was  cordially  received  and  embraced 
by  Monk.  On  the  29th  May,  being  his  birth-day, 
he  made  his  public  entry  into  London,  amidst  the  ac-> 
clamations  of  the  people. 

-  ~  The  general  joy  diffused  among  all  ranks  by  the  re- 
sloration  of  the  lawfoi  sovereign,  gave  a  happy  presage 
of  future  tranquillity  But  the  weakness  nf  the  mo- 
narch, a«id  his  easy  compliance  with  the  pernicious  ad- 
vice of  his  counsellors,  soon  excited  discontent  in  the 

nation^. 
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aation,  and  the  Scotiah  gmrernoieat  gradoaUy  degene-, 
rated  mto  a  cruel  despoMsm*. 

Charl^s^  adopting  the  aUsord  maxinu  of  bis  imk^r^ 
thought  that  nioBarchy.and  prelacy  ^ere  insqiaiBbly 
connected  ia  their  nature  afidfCOOAtitutioii;  awi  by  jipU-* 
aacy  of  temper^  or  a  facility  ia  tergiversatioii^  fae  £01104 
it  not  diiScult  to  forget  hi^  fiubscriptioa  of  the  cot«« 
nant.  But  his  abjuration  of  the  protesfaftit  faith  frbon 
he  repaired  to  the  treaty  of  the  Pyreneeaf,  sufficiently 
evioces  bis  Aexibiltty  in  religious  matters,  and  demoAr 
slrates  that,  lijos  M^iavei,  he  considered  ^ipaiiem^ 
to  he  the  only  rule  for  the  conduct  of  kingi.  (a  cor* 
respon4?nce  with  his  principles,  therefore«  he  easily 
yielded  to  the  suggestions  of  th^  bigotted  Clarendon,  the 
artfid  Lauderdale,  and  the  ^reacherow  Sharp;  apd  pur? 
sued  measvires  for  the  re- establishment  of  episcopacy 
in  Scotland,  to  which  there  could  have  been  no  objec- 
tion, if  it  had  been  agreeable  to  the  p^ople^  But  an 
the  pi|esbyterian  systen^  was  already  established  by 
law,  and  Charles  had  sworn  to  maintain  it,  tb^r*  could 
be  no.  necessity  for  a  change,  especially  a9  it  was.  well 
l^nown,  th?it  *'  episcopacy  was  recommended  by  noi^e 
"  l^ut  those  who  soli<?ited  peefenjaentj/* 

From 

<►  Lsing,  Yol.  li.  p.  «. 
t  It  UiMt  positively  clear,  10  a»  not  to  admit  «f  centroverty, 
tkat  Charles  abjunrd  chs  proU«taot  reKgioo  U  thii  time ;  hut  ^it 
41  more  than  insinuateil  by  Clarendon  (vol.  vj.  p.  687-l9)rand 
consiidering  hij  majesty'i  indiflference  in  such  matters,  it  is  not 
improbable,  that  he  may  have  reconciled  himself  to  the  Romiih 
church,  in  order  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the  catholic  prfncct  of 
Enrope. 

I  Lsiog,  voL  ii.  p.  U. 
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From  the  experience  of  our  own  times,  we  are  fully 
assured  that  presbyterianism  admits  of  as  mach  sub- 
mission to  the  ruling  powers,  as  any  other   systeta 
whatever.     But  it  was  poor,  and  afforded  no  scope  for 
the  ambition  of  designing  churchmen.    The  virtue  of 
Sharp,  if  ever  he  possessed  any*  was  corrupted  by  the 
promise  of  the  rich  archbishoprick  of  St.  Andrew's  ; 
and  although  he  was  the  accredited  agent  of  the  cove- 
nanters, he  deserted  their  cause,  and  became  their 
bitterest  enemy. — ^The  synod  of  Aberdeen  early  dis- 
tinguished itself  by  a  humble  address  to  his  majesty's 
high  commission,  and  the  high  court  of  parliament,  in 
favour  of  episcopacy,  dated  at  King's  College  the  18th 
April,    1661,  in  which  they  strongly  reprobate  their 
own  ibrmer  conduct,  and  among  a  long  catalogue  of 
self* accusations,  they  confess  their  "  sinful  silence  in 
"  not  preaching   absolutely   against    the  usurpers.*"* 
During  the  Cromwellian  government,  the  "  sinful  si- 
*'  lence*'  of  the  clergy,  indeed,  may  be  faiiiy  ascribed 
to  their  dread  of  punishment,  and  not  to  any  willing 
dereliction  of  those  principles  by  which  they  had  so 
often  and  so  cruelly  embroiled  the  country.     But  the 
racUsofy  act  *  had  abolished  all  the  laws  which  had 
been  passed  since  the  year  1633,  and  the  covenant, 
with  all  the  safeguards  of  presbytery,  were  thus  vir- 
tually repealed. 

The  council  of  Scotland  issued  a  proclamation  inti- 
mating "  his  majesty's  pleasure  to  restore  the  govern- 
_"  ment  of  the  church  by  archbishops  and  bishops,  as 


•  Paswd  the  28ch  of  March,  1661. 
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"  it  Stood  settled  in  the  y ear.  1 637  ;"  and  in  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  which  sat  down  on  the  8th  x>f 
May^  1662,  the  restoration  of  episcopacy  wa^.  cph- 
firmed.  Four  bishops  were  consecrated  in  London,  in 
the  same  manner  as  had  been  adopted  in  1610,  and 
"  episcopacy  was  again  made  the  legal  cburch- 
''  establishment  in  Scotland,  after  a  tumultuous  inter- 
"  ruption  of  twenty-four  years*." 

The  Solenm  League  and  Covenant  had  been  burned  in 
London  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman ;  and  the  parli- 
ament of  Scotland  passed  an  act  requiring  all  persons 
in  office  to  sign  a  declaration,  repudiating  the  cove- 
ijants  as  unlawful  oaths.  "  No  wonder,"  says  Mr. 
Skinnerf,  *'  that  both  nations  should  join  together  in 
"  testifying  their  abhorrence  of  that  hypocritical  bond 
"  of  iniquity  y"  but  to  a  disinterested  spectator,  it 
seems  strange,*  that  those  clergy  who  bad  voluntarily 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  the  covenants,  should  with 
s6  much  facility,  have  retracted  their  engagements, 
and  belted  their  oaths.  That  there  were  many  hypo- 
crites in  both  kingdoms,  there  can  be  little  doubt; 
but  the  episcopalians  possessed  no  claim  to  superior 
integrity,  and  their  great. idol^  Dr.  Sharp,  was  one  of 
the  most  unprincipled  men  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived. 

With  the  establishment  of  episcopacy,  persecution 
commenced.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  clergymfsn, 
principally  in  the  western  counties,  were  ejected  from 
their  livings,  and  with  their  numerous  families,  throvm 

destitute 

*  Skinner,  vol.  ii.  p.  457.  t  ^^^^*  P*  ^^^* 
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JestRttte  upon  the  world*.  The  Tacant  benefieey^  hew- 
ever,  were  soon  soppFted  hy  the  aiosl  wortthless  of  tbe 
cferical  order,  firem  different  pttrt9  of  the  kingdooit. 
Bat  the  dissohite  li?e$  of  the  new  hKuaibente  disgosf- 
ed  the  people^  who>  indignaiit  at  the  unnecessary 
change,  foflowed  theif  ft»rmer  pastors,  and  Irstened  to 
therr  spinttriJ'  admonitions  in  the  open  fiekfe.  Cmi- 
venticles  were  held»  and  the  seyeriltes  of  ^e*  gOYem- 
meat  vrere  augmented  in  proportion  to  tbe  inereiuie  of 
the  Mparatises.  Pbrfiament  passed  an'  act  (fddS), 
against  dtsohediettce  of  eeclesiasVlGaF  aathority,  or  db-> 
i^&ction  from  the  chureh.  The  cfei^y  were  pmnshablo 
as  sedltiottSf  if  they  d^red'  to  preach ;  landholders*  for-^ 
Mted  a  foorth  part  of  their  renta ;  tenants  and  citN 
zens  a  fevrth  pact  of  thetr  property,  and  the  freedonrof 
their  eorporationa;  ami^aU  were  sahjected,  hh9ides,4o 
whatever  corporal  pamehment  the  privy  coottciT  might 
infliet,  if  they  either  separated,  or  were  even  absent 
from  their  parish  chureh»  Thus  lhe<  wretched  minis- 
ters of  Chariea  11.  exercised  a  tyranny  over  the  con- 
sciences  of  men  more  hitolerable  than  the  despotism 
of  the^Romifih  church,  and,  at  that  period>  doubly  se- 
vere; as  the  sufferers  had  enjoyed  some  portion  of  K* 
herty  during  the  government  of  the  protector. 

Of  all  the  intolerant  churchmen  who  at  this  time 
dtsgracedf  the  religion  they  proltsssed,  archbishop  Sttasp 
was  the  most  violent.  He  procohsd  the  establishment 
#f  a  court  of  ecclesiastical  juri^iction,  consisting  of 

nine 

*  Hume,  vol.  v.  p.  64. 
f  LaiDg,  vol  ii.  p.  27. 
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nine  prelates,  and  thirty-five  eommisstoners ;  but  a 
quoram  was  constituted  by  a  bishop,  with  four  assist- 
ants. An  ambulatory  court  emanated  from  this  exe* 
crable  tribunal,  and  all  the  horrors  of  the  inquisition 
were  introduced.  Its  proceedings  comprised  neither 
accusation,  evidence,  nor  defence:  but  artful  interro- 
gatories entrapped  the  victims,  and  imprisonment,  pe- 
nalties,* or  corporal  punishments,  were  vindictively  in- 
flicted*. The  government,  no  less  inexorable  than 
the  church,  abandoned  the  western  counties  to  mili- 
tary execution.  The  clergy  were  the  accusers;  and 
the  soldiers,  the  judges  and  executioners ;  and  neither 
the  poor  nor  the  rich,  if  deemed  i-efractory,  were  ex- 
empted from  the  vengeance  of  Church  and  State — a 
twb-headed  monster,  which  for  years  devoured  the 
country  by  a  cruel  and  desolating  persecutionf. 

The  sufferings  of  the  presbyterians,  whose  only 
crime  was  their  refusal  to  embrace  the  ceremonies  of 
episcopacy,  were  past  endurance ;  and  they,  rose  in 
arms  to  vindicate  their  inalienable  rights.-  But  they 
were  defeated  on  the  Pentland- hills,  the  28th  No- 
vember, ]  666,  and  those  concerned  in  the  insurrection 
were  pursued  with  unrelenting  fury.  The  prelates 
indulged  their  savage  revenge  by  torture  and  execu- 
tions. Burnet,  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  proposed  an 
indiscriminate  massacre  of  those  who  refused  to  abjure 
the  covenant ;  but  Sharp,  more  refined  iu  his  cruelty, 
adopted  slower  means  of  tormenting.  Boots  of  iron, 
within  which  the  legs  were  compressed  with  wedges, 
2  G  were 

*  Laing,  vok  iirp.  34.  t  'hid*  p.  35, 
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were  the  G<MsinMn  tastniments  of  itorture*.  Tlie  dergy; 
who  ouglit  to  have  preached  forgiveness  sitd  Jnuna- 
nity^  encooraged  and  fyromoted  these  deeds  of  ba^a* 
f  ism.  But  how  painful  soerer  it  may  be  to  think,  that 
the  ministers  of  peace  sboald  haive  thus  become  the 
scourge  of  the  people,  yet  it  is  consolatory  to  the  pious 
Christian  to  know,  that  such  measures  are  repugnant 
to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  that  they  proceeded 
from  a  few  only  of  the  meet  abandoned  of  mankind. 
The  ministers  of  Charles  were  the  worst  characters  in 
the  nati<»,  and  they  were  inflaenced  by  the  prelates, 
who  "  were  mostly  apostates  from  the  presbytortaa 
"  charch;  indifi^rent  to  religion;  ambitioiis  and  in« 
*'  tent  on  the  acquisition  of  power,  vAu:h  they  deem* 
"  ed  insecure  and  precarious,  unless  severities  were 
"  daily  moUtplied  for  their  preserval^ont-^' 

The  conmion  feelings  of  mankind  occasionally  form 
a  harrier  to  extreme  wickedness ;  and  to  appease  the 
people,  it  was  found  necessary  to  relax  the  reins  of 
government.  A  milder  administration  succeeded  the 
fierce  system  of  Sharp,  who  was  ordered  to  retire  to 
his  dioeese,  and  his  associates  were  removed  from 
power.  Hie  union  of  the  two  sects  was  attempted, 
and  hi^  church  made  some  ccmcessions  to  their 
pvei^ytorian  opponents;  but  the  bigotry  of  the  latter, 
or  their  antipathy  to  episcopal  government,  prevented 
a  reconciliation  of  parties,  which  were  only  separated 
by  unimportant  distinctions. 

Conventicles  in  the  open  fields  continued  to  be  still 

the 

*  JLaing,  vol  ii.  p.  41.  f  Ibid.  p.  45. 
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the  favourite  resort  of  the  people ;  and  as  they  were 
held  in  deiiaDce  of  the  lavr»  and  deemed  daiigei:ous  to 
theistate^  severe  enactments  were  passed  against  the 
preadiiers  and  their  hearers.  Coniiscatioii  and  dc^ath 
were  reserved  for  the  former :  doddle  fi{ies»  and  tha 
penakiaa  of  seditioB  fov  the  latter*.  But  laws  whicb 
are  written  in  blood,,  can.  only  prpvoke  more  deter- 
mined oppoddtioD  ;  afid<  the  people  repaired  to  the 
conventicles  with,  arms  ^r  their  defancef.  The  duke 
of  Lauderdale  [\&!2),  was  prime  minister  inSootlsuid, 
His  YMeunee  znd  rapacity,  wete  unbounded ;  and  per- 
seeukion  waa  a  fcuitful  source  of  emolomeat  to  himself' 
and  bis  fawouriles.  The  penalU^a  and  eompositions^ 
•stocted  &>r  attending  conveotuoltSy  wore  enormous. 
Nineteen  hundred  pounds  sterling  were  exacted  b^ 
the  justice- genen^  in  one  week.  Two,  gentlemen 
compounded  foi;  fifieea  hundred  pounds :  the  one  a 
schoolboy  ;  and  the  other^  for  bis  wife'9  attendance 
at  a  conventicle-meeting.  Thirty  thousand  pounds 
^vere  imposed  cm  ten  gentlemen  in  Renfrewshire. 
The  penalties  in  particular  districts  were  farmed  qtU; 
and  the  estates  of  those  who  fled;  were  pluadered  and 
wasted.  The  trade  of  the  kingdom  was  no  less  opr 
pressed  by  heavy  duties  and  m;onopo]ies>  which  Lau- 
derdale converted  to  his  own  use,  or  alienated  in  grants 
to  his  supporters}.  The  courts  of  justice  wcare  cor- 
rupt ;  and  bribery,  favour,  and  partial  judgments,  pre>- 
▼^led  beyond  all  fbnner  precedent^  evea(i  in  the  worgt 
times  of  our  most  despotic  monarcbsii^ 

2  G  2  It 
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It  18  painful  to  trace  the  history  of  Scotland  daring 
this  gloomy  period*  and  needless  to  enumerate  the  va- 
rious acts  of  oppression  by  which  the  country  was  ha- 
rassed.^ But  it  would  be  improper  to  omit  a  species 
of  persecution,  under  the  title  of  Letters  (^  intercommu-' 
ning,  which  was  resorted  to,  as  the  means  of  embracing 
the  most  extensive  ramifications  of  presbyterianism. 
By  this  writ,  delinquents  were  interdicted  from  the 
common  intercoui-fie  of  social  life;  and  all,  who  by 
any  means  relieved  their  wants,  or  even  conversed,  or 
lield  any  communication  with  them,  were  deemed 
equally  criminal.  But  the  cruel  policy  of  this  mea- 
sure defeated  the  object  of  its  contrivers,  as  it  diffused 
the  guilt  of  the  refractory  through  a  thousand  chan- 
nels, which  were  opened  up  by  the  ties  of  consangui- 
nity, and  all  the  finer  feelings  of  the  human  heart. 

Conventicles  were  held  in  morasses,  in  woods,  or  on 
mountains ;  and  the  danger  that  attended  them,  in- 
creased the  enthusiasm  of  the  members,  who  often  re- 
pelled force  by  force.  Their  contests  with  the  mili- 
tary, during  six  years,  were  frequent  and  bloody  ;  but 
it  was  a  meritorious  struggle,  sanctioned  by  every  law 
in  nature.  It  was  the  assertion  of  the  imprescriptible 
rights  of  men  against  the  despotism  of  an  unprincipled, 
vindictive,  and  tyrannic  government,  which  even 
courted  resistance,  that  it  might  inflict  the  pains  of 
rebellion*. 

Archbishop  Sharp  was  murdered  on  Magus-moor, 
on^^the  3d  of  May,   167D,  by  nine  intercommuned 

fugitives. 

•  Laing,  vol,  il  p.  80. 
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fogitrres.  Th€  res€ntment  of  goyermncni  bKhdly  im- 
plicated the  whole  body  of  presbyterians  in  this  trans- 
action;  and  armed  field  conventicles  were  declared  to 
be  treason.  An  insurrection  took  place  at  Ruthdrglen, 
which  was  only  strppressed  by  an  army  of  ten  thoti* 
sand  men  at  Bothwcll  bridge/ under  the  command  of 
Monmouth,  the  natural  son  of  the  king^  Four  hundred 
were  killed  in  the  field,  and  twebre  hundred  prisoners 
were  confined  in  the  church-yard  of  the  Oreyfriars, 
Edinburgh,  where,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
season,  they  were  detained  ftve  months.  Fines,  ex- 
actions, ancE  forfeitures,  constituted  a  provision  for  the 
army,  and  a  remuneration  to  the  servants  of  the  crown, 
which  quickened  their  diligence  in  the  execution  of  the 
abominable  acts  of  the  govemmenU  The  presence  of 
the  duke  of  York  did  not  mitigate,  but  rather  increased 
^  suflfferings  of  the  people.  His  severe  administra- 
tion exceeded  that  of  Lauderdale;  and  legal  murders 
were  greatly  mu  hi  plied.  The  innocent  were  ensnared 
by  insidious  questions>  that  were  calculated  to  circxini^ 
vent  the  most  cautious,  and  from  the  privy  council, 
the  unhappy  victims  of  suspicion  were  sent  to  the 
court  of  justiciary,  and  tlience  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion*. It  is  said,  that  the  duke  assisted  personally  in 
the  infliction  of  torturef;  but  it  is  certain,  that  his 
disposition  was  cruel,  haughty,  inflexible,  and  that  his 
natural  severity  was  heightened  by  the  most  gross  bi- 
gotry. His  administration  was  stained  with  blood,  and, ' 
a  a  3  blackened* ' 


*  Laing,  vol.  ii.  p.  102. 
f  Woodrow,  vol.  xi,  p.  164* 
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blackened  by  every  species  of  cruelty  whidi  the  in- 
genuity of  his  minions  could  suggest  Parliament, 
however,  was.  still  sufficiently  obsequious,  and  an  act 
was  passed  (anno  1681),  in  favour  of  the  duke's  sue* 
cession  to  the  throne,  declaring,  *'  that  no  difference 
''  of  religion,  or  act  of  parliament^  can  alter  or  divert 
**  the  right  of  succession,  and  lineal  descent  of  the 
*'  crown  to  the  nearest  and  lawful  heir*."  The  divine 
right  of  kings  is  now  an  exploded  doctrine,  and  this 
=  famous  act,  m  a  few  years,  was  found  to  be  but  a  feeble 
barrier  to  the  expulsion  of  the  very  man  whose  pre- 
tensions to  the  throne  it  was  calculated  to  secure^ 

A  test  act  was  also  passed  this  session  as  a  touch- 
stone of  men's  religious  and  political  opitiionsf.  It 
was  framed  in  language  so  contradictory,  that  neither 
party  could  reconcile  it  to  their  creed,  and  aa  expla- 
nation was  issued  by  the  privy  council.  Although 
the  object  of  this  oath  was  to  maintain  (inter  aliaj^ 
the  protestant  religion ;  yet  the  king  and  his  brother 
were  exempted  from  its  influence.  The  duke  of  York 
ivas  known  to  be  a  papist,  but  he  took  care  to  relieve 
himself  from  the  trammels  of  the  test  by  an  exception :{:. 
He  was  too  disingenuous  to  permit  that  indulgence  to 

others 


•  Chark*  ir.  p.  S.  c.  2. 
t  Charles  11.  p.  3.  c.  6. 
I  As  the  dukjB  was  a  Romao  Catholic,  ihit^oiijioMlt^it  most 
!  have  been  contrary,  to  his  own  principles.     His  pnshmg  it  there^ 
fpte  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  must  have  proceeded  from  po- 
litical considerations,  quite  unconnected  with  religious  opinions, 
and  it  is  probable,  that  his  object  was  solely  to  render  the  ino« 
wchy  absolute,— ^#  /wV  Hut^ry,  p.  124. 
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'others  which  he  claimed  to  himself;  and  eighty  clergy  «i^ 
men  resigned-  their  livings  rather  than  subscribe  it* 
The  presbyterians,   for  the  most  part,  declined  the 
oath;  and  seyeral  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the 
nation  subscribed  it  under  explanations  \ 
:   The  test  oath  was  a  court  engine  to  entrap  those 
whom  it  wished  to  destroy ;  and  the  earl  of  Argyle 
was  ensnared,  tried,  and  unjustly  condemned  ;  but  he 
escaped  from  prison,  and  as  usual  in  such  cases,  hi» 
estate,  honours,  and  life,  were  forfeited  in  absence,  and 
a  large  reward  ofSered  for  his  head.    The  flagitious 
attainder  of  Argyle  excited  the  utmost  indignation 
among  all  parties,  and  many  of  the  nobility  and  ba^ 
rons  fled    from  their  country  to'  avoid  proscription. 
Innocent  men  were  accused  of  crimes,  and  condemned 
by  an  iniquitous  court.    To  converse  with  a  suspected 
person  was  treason,  and  a  "  proclamation  was  issued 
"  against  ail  who  had  ever  harboured,  or  communed 
"  with  rebels,''  which  included  whole  districts.     The 
test  oath  was  the  only  indemnity ;  and  to  avoid  de* 
struction,  the  people  received  it  against  their  con* 
scieucef.     But  trials  and  executions  were  still  conti- 
nued, as  a  pretence  for  extortions,  and  to  gratify  the 
most  rancorous  revenge. 

In  the  western  and  southern  counties,  an  inquisijtioil 
was  made  by  the  clergy  and  officers  of  justice,  and  a 
secret  roll  was  prepared  for  the  circuits  of  the  court  of 
justiciary,  which  comprehended  an  immense  number. 
"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  first  circuit,  a  prescriptive 

"  list 

^  Lsiing,  vol.  Uf  p.  112«  f  Ibid.  p»  123*, 
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**  listof  tir^theuMiBd  ou4]awfl»  or  fiigitrrM  from  jvsp- 
'^  tiee«  was  prockimed  to  tiK  nation ;  andl  to  ^ke 
'*  mockery  ofafl  regvkir  gofernment,  snbordKnate,  or 
'*  rather^  mtei  mediate  circuits  werehdd/  by  oficenr 
**  invested  with  joaticiary  povrera,  who  aommoned  ja- 
**  rien,  administered  tortures  or  oaths  at  discretion^  and 
•*  practised  every  species  of  extortion  or  outrage  to  be 
'*  expected  when  the  military  are  entrusted  wi^  the 
*•  execution  of  the  htws*/*  The  fines  exacted  by  the 
aerrants  of  government  were  a  source  of  public  reve- 
mte,  and  within  eleven  counties^  they  amounted  to  a 
bnndred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  exdn- 
sive  of  compositions :  it>r  it  was  common  with  gentle* 
men  of  rank  to  redeem  thefr  !Ives  and  estates  by  the 
payment  of  heavy  brrbes.  But  the  sanguinary  tem^* 
per  of  government  strH  pursued  the  presbyterians 
with  unabated  fury ;  and  goaded  beyond  endurance, 
-Aey  secretly  issued  a  deciaration,  avowing  their  de- 
termination to  retaliate  the  enormities  committed  oa 
thtiir  sect.  In  return,  a  massacre  was  ordained  by  the 
council,  which  voted,  that  **  whosoever  owned,  or  re- 
**  fused  to  disown  the  declaration  on  oath,  should  be 
'*  put  to  deathi  in  presence  of  two  witnesses,  though: 
"  unarmed  when  taken/'  The  execution  of  thia 
bloody  enactment  was  committed  to  the  military,  who 
had  orders  to  put  those  who  owned  the  declaration  to 
the  sword,  and  to  execute  those  who  refused  to  disown 
it,  on  the  spot,  before  witnesses  :  al^o,  to  secure  their 
families,  above  the  age  of  twelve,  for  transportation^ 
and  to  burn  the  houses  of  those  who  were  absentf. 

Women* 
J  Laing,  vol,  il.  p.  130.  f  Ibid,  p,  155, 
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Women  were  not  exempted ;  but  theii'  punishment 
w  as  drowning.  So  obstinate  were  the  Recusants  that 
many,  rather  than  abjure  the  declaration,  submitted  to 
be  arraigned/ convicted,  and  led  to  the  gibbet,  on  the 
same  day*.  Military  execution  now  raged  with  terri- 
ble destruction;  and  the  unhappy  victims  of  court 
cruelty,  were  shot  on  the  high  roads,  or  at  their  occu- 
pations in  the  fields.  Those  who  fled,  were  pursued 
and  massacred ;  and  the  most  wanton  murders  were 
indiscriminately  perpetrated.  The  sanguinary  Graham 
of  Claverhouse  (Viscount  Dundee),  refined  upon  the 
cruelty  of  his  infamous  associates ;  and  "  on  one  oc- 
"  casion,  when  six  unarmed  fugitives  were  intercepted, 
"  four  were  instantly  shot  in  his  presence ;  the  re* 
"  maining  two  werQ  afterwards  executed  by  his  or- 
*'  ^ery  and  on  another,  a  husband  whose  Jlight  he  had 
'*  arrested,  was  produced  to  his  family  to  be  put  to  death 
"  in  the  amis  of  his  wife  f  V 

Such  enormities  would  be  incredible,  if  they  were 
not  established  by  the  records  of  the  council,  and 
otherwise  well  authenticated.  They  have  been,  how- 
ever, carefully  concealed  by  episcopal  writers,  that 
their  sect  may  not  be  reproached  with  the  atrocities 
committed  under  this  and  the  succeeding  reign  J.     But 

that 

*  Laing,  vol.  ii.  p.  13b\  f  ^'^^'  P»  137. 

.  \  Mr.  Skinner,  who  professes  to  write  a  history  of  the  Scotish 
church,  takes  no  notice  of  the  enormities  committed  under  the 
episcopal  dominion,  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  and  James.  But 
he  takes  care  to  record  minutely  the  excesses  of  the  presbyterians 
after  the  Revolution,  although  he  cannot  produce  a  single  in« 

'  stance 
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that  the  episcopal  church  was  more  intolerant,  perse- 
Cttting,  and  sangpiinary  in  this  country  than  the  Ko- 
man  Catholic*,  or  even  the  covenanting,  is  established 
beyond  all  controversy. 

Charles  IT.  died  at  Whitehall,  on  the  6th  of  Febru- 
ary, 16S5,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  thirty- 
seventh  of  his  reign.  He  (}ad  lived  too  long  for  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  and  was  regretted  by  none  but 
those  who  dreaded  the  still  more  intolerant  and  arbi- 
trary principles  of  his  successor.  Charles  knew  the 
Crimes  of  his  ministers,  or  heard  the  cries  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  his  refusal  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  his 
objects;  was  a  participation  of  the  guilt  of  his  servants. 
Without  religion,  morality,  or  virtue  of  any  kind,  he 
possessed  a  cruel,  unforgiving  temper ;  "  and  the  or- 
"  ders  for  a  massacre  were  certainly  executed  with 
"  his  approbation,  if  not  subscribed  with  his  hamlf." 

The 

•tance  where  an  individual  of  the  episcopal  sect  lost  h^s  life. 
Such  gross  partijiUty  must  sink  the  character  of  the  historian  in- 
to that  of  the  partisan. 

*  The  reformed  clergy  haw  constamly  exaggerated  the  per- 
secutions of  the  Romish  church,  in  order  to  palliate  those  of  tbcit 
own;  but  in  Scotland,  the  persecudons  under -the  episcepai 
church,  have  exceeded  in  extent  and  enormity  those  of  the  papal, 
more  than  five  hundred  fold  ;  and  at  this  period,  it  was  one  re> 
formed  sect  pursuing  another  to  destruction,  without  the  pre^ 
tence  of  any  substantial  difference  in  doctrine,  but  merely  for  a 
discrepancy  of  opinion  about  points  quite  xmmateriaL  The  cry 
•of  "  No  Popery*'  is  supported  by  a  list  of  massacres  and  murders 
in  France  and  Ireland,  and  persecutions  in  England  and  Scotland  ; 
but  protestants  forget  their  own  massacres,  murders,  and  perse- 
cutions. 

t  Laing,  voL  ii.  p*  142. 
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The  duke  of  York  was  proclainied  at  London  on  thc^ 
same  day  that  his  brother  died ;  and  the  country  had 
nothing  auspicious  to  expect  ifrom  the  reign  of  a  man 
who  had  conducted  himself  so  unworthily  when  a  sub- 
ject .  He  declined  the  coronation  oath  for  Scotland^  as 
incompatible  with  the  religion  he  wished  to  establish  ; 
but  the  oath  of  allegiance  was  rigidly  esiacted  from 
the  people*  aiid  military  Tiolence  continued  to  in- 
crease*. Numbers  were  daily  shot:  whole  parties 
were  tried  by  the  soldiers,  and  executed  in  the  high- 
ways. Women  were  burned  on  the  cheek,  or  drown- 
ed :  a  girl  of  eighteen,  and  a  woman  upwards  of  sixty 
years  of  age,  were  fastened  to  stakes  beneath  the  sea 
mark,  that  they  might  expire  by  a  protracted  deathf. 

A  parliament  was  assembled  on  the  28th  April* 
]  685,  which  was  completely  obsequious  to  the  crown. 
It  voted  away  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  promised 
entire  obedience  to  jthe  mandates  of  the  tyrant.  "  No 
*'  courtier,  even  the  most  prostitute  (says  Hume),  could 
*'  go  farther  than  the  parliament  itself,  towards  a  re- 
"  signation  of  their  libertiesj  ;"  and  the  Scotish  na- 
tion was  reduced  by  this  infamous  assembly  to  a  state 
of  the  most  abject  servility. 

Against  such  a  government,  insurrection  was  meri* 
torious;  but  the  ill  concerted  descent  of  the -earl  of 
Argyle  only  terminated  in  his  execution,  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1685.  The  gaols  were  crov^ded  with  his  foU 
lowers.     Numbers  were  driven  to  the  castle  of  Dun* 

nottar, 

•  Laiog,  vol.  11.  p.  145. 

f  Foz*8  History,  p.  130  and  IS )• 

t  Chap.  LXX. 
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nottar»  and  confined  in  a  dungeon^  which  still  retains 
the  name  of  the  Whig*s  Vault,  where  they  daily  ex- 
pired, from  the  corrupted  air,  and  the  want  of  the  am' 
mm  necessaries  qf  life*.  The  duke  of  Monmouth,  the 
eldest  of  the  late  king's  natural  children,  was  no  less 
tinfortunate  in  his  invasion  of  England.  But  there  is 
a  point  beyond  which  it  is  impossible  to  endure  suf- 
fering ;  and  degrraded  as  the  parliament  of  Scotland 
then  was,  the  apprehension  of  additional  calamities, 
by  the  introduction  of  a  popish  ministry,  induced  an 
opposition  to  the  proposed  repeal  of  the  test  and  penal 
laws  against  Roman  Catholics. 

The  encroachments  of  the  crown  on  the  civil  liber- 
ties of  the  subject,  and  finally,  their  total  extinction 
by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  Charles  and  James,  could  not 
awaken  one  sentiment  of  honest  independence  in  the 
Scotish  parliament  ;  but  the  attempt  to  introduce 
popery,  aroused  all  their  latent  feelings.  It  was  in 
vain  that  the  king,  in  the  exercise  of  bis  divine  right, 

dispensed 

*  In  this  vault  there  tna7  $tiU  be  seen  indented  places  around 
the  walls,  ivhere  the  hands  of  the  prisoners  were  wedged.— An 
lAjBcription  on  a  stone  in  the  church-yard  of  Dunnottar,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy,  seems  to  apply  to  some  of  these  unhappy 
sufferers. 

*<  Here  lyes  John  Stot,  James  Atchison,  James  Russell,  and 
^  one  whose  name  wee  have  not  gotten,  and  two  women  whose 
<'  names  also  wee  know  not,  and  two  who  perished  comeiog 
**  doune  the  rock,  one  whose  name  was  James  Watson,  the 
«*  other  not  known,  who  all  died  prisoners  in  Dunnottar  Castle, 
**  anno  1685,  for  their  adherence  to  the  word  of  God,  and  Scot- 
«  land's  covenanted  work  of  Reformation."— ^«wAi//V«/,  xith 
chapter,  18th  verse. 
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diBpeos^d  with  the  penal  laws  against  catholics*.  The 
episcopal  party  were  alarmed,  lest  they  should  be  sup- 
planted by  the  popish.  The  pre«byterians  detested 
both.  But  James,  that  he  might  disunite  the  protes* 
tants,  and  veil  his  plans  for  the  alteration  of  the  na* 
tional  religion^  repealed,  by  his  own  absolute  autho- 
rity, the  laws  against  non-conformity.  The  presby- 
terians  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  indulgence,  although 
they  despised  the  motives  by  which  it  was  dictated. 
The  English  people,  however,  were  prepared  to  break 
the  fetters  which  had  enslaved  them,  and  they  directed 
their  eyes  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

A  conspiracy,  the  best  concerted  and  the  best  con- 
ducted that  perhaps  ever  existed,  invited  the  prince 
to  assume  the  government  of  the  three  kingdoms,  and 
he  landed  at  Torbay  on  the  5th  of  November  1688. 
A  rapid  and  universal  defection  from  the  king  deprived 
him  of  the  means  of  resistance.  Pusillanimous  and 
irresolute,  his  mind  was  enfeebled  by  the  constant  ap- 
prehension of  personal  danger.  He  ordered  his  army 
to  be  disbanded  ;  threw  the  Great  Seal  intd  the 
Thames ;  '*  and  with  a  single  attendant,  embarked  in 
"  a  small  vessel  at  midnight  for  Francef." 

The  revolution  in  Scotland  was  no  less  complete, 

and  included  both  church  and  state.    Six  thousand 

Presbyterians  appeared  in  arms;  but  as  no  enemy  op- 

2  H  {posed 


*  The  Injig's  object  for  the  repeal  of  the  penal  ]awi>wast* 
open  the  way  for  pspiti  to  fill  the  offices  o£  the  itaUi  whcfibe 
ceuM  the  mere  caiily  introduce  dte  Romiih  rel\gioat 
f  XiSingy  voL  u»  p«  177«. 
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po^ed  them  in  the  field,  they  separated  into  small  par- 
ties to  extirpate  prelacy.  On  Chrtstmas  day  the  epis* 
copal  clergy  were  dragged  from  their  altars;  paraded 
through  their  parishes  in  mock  precessMO,  and  dis* 
missed  on  a  solemn  assurance  neverto  return*.  These 
excesses  continued  for  several  weeks ;  hut  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  blood  was  shed,  and  when  we  consider, 
that  the  episcopal  church  was  cemented  by  tortures, 
asurdersy  massacres,  and  the  death  of  thousandi^  it 
mist  be  allowed  thai  the  presbyterians  triumfdied  in 
humanity  as  well  as  in  justice. 

During  the  short  reign  of  James,  his  despotism  was 
censtantly  active,  and  his  arbitrary  measures  embraced 
the  most  minute  objects.  The  regular  distribution  of 
justice,, even  in  civil  casesf,  was  biassed  or  perverted, 
and  he  claimed  the  right  of  nominating  the  magistrates 
of  boronghs,  in  direct  violation  of  the  many  salutary 
statutes  of  his  progenitors.  The  secretary  Melfort 
addressed  a  letter  on  this  subject  to  the  provost,  bai« 
lies,  and  council  of  Aberdeen,  dated  at  London,  13th 
of  September,  16H5,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

!*  Much  Honoured, 

'^  Hie  king  having  in  himself  the 
i*  power  of  naming  the  magistrates  of  all  his  burghs 

•royal 

*  XjaiDg7voL  ii.  p.  180. 
t  The  avthor  has  seen  a  holograph  (autograph)  letter  from 
Jamea  to  a  private  gantlemaD,  InfiDfmiiighiai  tfaache  hsd  written 
to  the  Ier4  advocate  of  Sunhad  to  praoufe  a  iMoarsMedcciiSse 
in  a  process  ^n  dcpea4iiig  bcfotathe  oourt  of  sfiiiSDi  ffeMve 
to  a  dvfl  debt  cliimsd  by  liim  framsA  wlividaaL 
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"  royal,  so  oft  as  may  be  for  ^e  good  of  hit  service^ 
"  does  recommend  to  you  the  present  magistraies,  and 
"  others  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  concerned  in  the 
''  election  of  n^gistrates  for  the  ensumg  year,  to  elect 
"  and  nominate  barlie  George  Leslie  to  be  proyOst  of 
"  the  said  burgh  for  the  year  coming.  This  is  hi$ 
'*  majesty's  pleasure,  beii)g  by  his  royal  command  in-* 
"  timate  to  you.— Much  Honoured,  your  humble  ser* 
*'  vant;  Melfort," 

Leslie  was  accordingly  elected  on  the  25d  of  Sep* 
yember.  Soon  after,  the  ms^istrate»  receired  an  ^c^ 
if  th^  privy-council,  ordering  his  m^^^ty's  birth-day 
(14th  October),  to  be  kept  as  a  solenm  fast,  and  to  be 
celebrated  with  eyery  demonstration  of  joy.  The 
kill's  conimands  were  obeyed,  and  the  clergy  fer« 
yently  prayed  for  his  prosperity.  A  feu  de  joye  was 
fired ;  and  the  magistrates  and  people  drank  wine  of 
the  "  bett  quality"  in  com(tiemt>ration  of  bis  happy 
accession  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors. 

On  the  day  of  ekctioh  next  year  (22d  September^^ 
1 686),  his,  majesty's  interfei^ence  interrupted  the  pr6«> 
ceedings  of  the  court.  Proyost  Leslie  produced  a  let** 
ter  to  the  members  then  assembled,  dated  at  Windsor 
on  the  12th  current,  expressly  prohibitii^  and  dis^ 
charging  any  ckctioa  from  taking  place  for  tkis  year, 
^nd  authorising  the  presei^  magbtrates  and  council  to 
eodtiime  in  the  exercise  of  tlmr  respective  dfices,  tin^ 
til  his  majesty's  fortheK  pleasure  shovld  be  known.  In 
October  following,  the  earl  Marischal  attended  a  meet- 
ing of  the  magistrates  and  council,  and  produced  aa 
2  H  2  *  act 
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act  of  the  privy  council,  appointing  the  provost^  ma- 
gistrates, office-  bearers,  and  council  for  the  ensuing 
year.  At  next  election  (28th  September,  1687),  the 
provost  produced  an  order  from  the  privy  council,  for- 
bidding any  election  until  his  majesty  should  signify 
liis  pleasure,  which  was  obeyed.  On  the  1  ith  of  De- 
cember>  however,  provost  Leslie  presented  an  act  da- 
ted the  10th  of  November,  at  Whitehall,  containing  a 
court  list  of  magistrates  and  counsellors  for  Aberdeen. 

On  the  26th  September,  1688,  another  order  from 
the  privy  council  was  produced,  prohibiting  a  new 
election,  and  authorising  the  present  magistrates  and 
council  to  remain  in  office  until  his  majesty's  farther 
pleasure  should  be  known.  But  on  12th  of  Novem* 
ber,  the  provost  produced  a  letter  from  the  chancel- 
lor, empowering  them  to  elect  the  magistrates  and 
council,  and  to  nominate  only  such  persons  as  were 
distinguished  for  their  loyalty,  and  attachment  to  his 
majesty's  government.  In  consequence  of  this  order« 
Alexander  Gordon  was  elected  provost  of  Aberdeen. 

This  was  the  last  mandate  issued  by  the  king  to  the 
city  of  Aberdeen;  for  by  this  time  the  Prince  of 
Orange  had  landed  in  England,  and  James  YII.  abdi- 
cated that  throne  which  he  had  so  much  disgraced. 
On  the  8th  of  January,  1689,  the  magistrates  and 
council  assembled,  and  by  a  majority,  voted  an  address 
to  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange,  and  Dr.  George 
Gordon,  one  of  the  town's  ministers,  was  appointed 
their  commissioner  to  present  it  in  London* 

The 


The  last  bishop  w«  noticed,  wan  Piitrick  Forb«^  bf 
Corse,  atid  he  was  succeeded  by  Adam  Bailendeii>  sof^ 
ef  Sir  John  Bafleiideti>  wh€>  Wbh  j^stke-clerk.  H« 
was  promoted  to  the  see  of  Aberdeen  armo  1 635,  hat^« 
ing  been  pfeviou^ly  bishop  of  I)iinbb]ane.  He  \Va!l' 
excommunicated  by  the  assembly  of  Glasgoi!^,  1538> 
and  retired  into  England,  where  he  died. 

After  the  restoration  of  episcopacy  (July  9th,  I6d\), 
Davi4  Mitchell  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Abcrdecfti. 
anno  1  d&2.  fte  was  a  native  of  the  coirnty  of  Kincar- 
dine, and  a  minister  of  the  city  of  Edinbnrgh.  He 
went  to  England  after'his  deposition  in  idSS,  and  Wa*^ 
Made  a  prebendary  of  Westminster.  He  was  created 
doctor  of  divinity  at  Oxford,  and  it  is  said,  that  he  had 
been  a  great  sufferer  for  the  cause  of  his  majesty  and 
the  church.  He  enjoyed  his  bishoprick  scarcely  st 
year,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  clrarch  of  St^ 
Machar. 

Alexander  Burnett  succeeded  Mitchell,  but  he  sat 
little  more  than  a  year,  having  been  translated  to  the 
see  of  Glasgow,  1664.  He  afterwards  became  primate 
of  St.  Andrews  on  the  murder  of  Sharp,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  the  year  IGS^,  and  was  bu-» 
ried  ill  St.  Salvator's  College,  near  the  tomb  of  bishop. 
Kennedy. 

Patrick  Scougal  succeeded  Burnet,  and  was  conse- 
crated bishop  of  Aberdeen  on  Easter  day,  anno  1 664. 
He  was  the  son  of  Sir  John  Scougal,  and  died  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1684,  in  the  seventy- third  year  of 
his  age.  George  Hal  i burton  was  his  successor,  and 
the  last  bishop  who  tilled  the  see  of  Aberdeen.  He 
2h  3  was 
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wai  minUter  at  Cupar  in  Angus,  and  was  first  prcMooted 
to  the  see  of  Brechin^  thence  translated  to  Aberdeen, 
anno  1 6S2,  where  he  sat  until  the  Reyolution  in  1 688. 
He  enjoyed  unmolested  repose  after  the  downfal  of  his 
sect»  at  his  house  in  Denhead,  in  the  parish  of  Cupar 
Jin  Angus*  and  died  on  the  29th  of  September,  1715, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  provosts  of  Aberdeen 
from  the  year  1 650>  down  to  the  Revolution,  viz. 

1631,  Alexander  Jaffray :  52-3-4<,  George  Mori- 
son:  55,  Thomas  Gray  :  5 6»  George  €u lien :  57-8-9> 
JohnJaffray:  60- ],  Gilbert  Gray :  62,  William  Gray : 
63,  Gilbert  Gray  :  6^-5,  Robert  Peirie :  66,  Gilbert 
Gray:  67-8-9  and  70,  Robert  Petrie:  71-2-3,  Ro- 
bert Forbes:  74-,  Robert  Petrie:  75,  Robert  Forbes: 
76 — 85,  George  Skene  of  Fintray :  86-7,  George  Les** 
lie :  1688,  Alexander  Gordon. 


NOTE 


NOTE 

Of  the  Prices  of  Grain,  Sfc.  at  Different  Ti/ties. 


[As  we  hftTe  occattonally  mentioned  the  prices  of  cominoditiet 
in  Scotland,  at  different  periods,  we  subjoin  the  foUawisf 
extract  for  the  farther  information  of  the  reader.} 


HS5  Whbat,  seven  shiUings  Scots  the  boll;  malt, 

four  shillings  Scots ;  meal,  three  shillings^  eight 

pennies. 
145  3  The  ale  ordered  to  be  sold  at  eight  pennies  the 

gallon. 
H75  The  boll  of  wheat,  seven  shillings. 
1478  Ale  at  the  highest,  twelve  pennies  the  gallon;- 

wheat- bread,    of  twelve  ounces  weight,    one 

penny. 

1507  The  best  mutton  bulk,  two  shillings  eight  pea«t 
nks  Scots. 

1508  The  salmon  barrel,  fifiy-iive  shillings  Scote. 
1517  A  boll  of  wheat,  twelve  shillings  Scots. 

1522  Best  miitton  bulk,  three  shillings  Scots  f  best  ate, 

eight  pennies  the  gallon. 

1523 
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1523  Lambs,  twenty  pennies  each. 

1520  Ale>  sixteen  pennies  the  gallon* 

1527  The  tun  of  wine^  twenty  pounds  Scots. 

1^28  The  oat  loaf  at  sixteen  ounces^  one  penny,  ai» 

long  as  the  meal  holds  at  sixteen  shillings  Scots 

the  boll. 

1531  Sheep's  tallow,  six  shillings  Scots  the  stone; 
nolt's  ditto,  five  shillings  the  stone. 

1532  July  10th,  bear  was  twenty-two  shillings  Scots 
the  bc^l 

1545  Wine,  white  and  red,  fourteen  pennies  the 
pint. 

1547  The  best  mutton  bulk,  half  a  merk;  sheep's 
tallow,  ten  shillings  Scots  the  stone  ;  nolt's 
tallow,  eight  shillings  the  stone  ^  wine,  at  six* 
teen  pounds  the  tun,  to  be  sold  at  eight  pea-* 
oies  the  pint ;  twenty  pounds  the  ton,  to  be 
sold  at  ten  pennies  the  pint ;  twenty -four 
pounds  the  toni»  sit  twelre  pennies  the  pint. 

1550  Ale  at  the  highest,  two  pennies  the  gallon ;  the 
best  mutton  bulk,  seven  shi]lifig& 

)588  Pitscotty  mentions  there  was  ao  bad  a  crop  in 
Scotland,  that  the  meal  ran  iip>  to.  eighteen 
pounds  the  boll. 

>§i34»  The  victual  was  at  sixteen  merks  the  belL 

1637  There  was  no  bear  meal  nor  bear  straw  sold  at 
Elgin  on  the  6tk  of  Jdy. 

In  the  end  of  the  1 6th  century,  provisions  iMtd  riiea 
much  in  their  prices,  abotie  what  they  bad  been  in  the 

beginning 
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beginning  of  it,  and  in  the  l^th  and  15th,  ai  appears 
from  the  following  authentic  instruction,  being  th^ 
confirmed  testament  of  Mrs.  Kathrine  Grant,  spouse  to 
Walter  Baird  of  Ordinknives.  She  was  daughter  to 
Grant  of  Badinalach,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Grant; 
first  married  to  Alexander  Leslie  of  Thronmeris,  to 
whom  she  bore  three  sons,  and  four  daughters ;  and 
nest  to  Ordinkniyes,  to  whom  she  had  only  one  daugh- 
ter, Lillias  Baird,  married  in  157S  to  Gilbert  Baird  of 
Auchmedin,  to  whom  she  had  three  sons  and  daugh« 
ters.  Kathrine  Grant  was  an  active  mettled  woman, 
and  had  an  uncommon  humour  of  holding  at  the  same 
time  several  farms  in  difierent  places,  at  a  good  dis- 
tance. Her  testament  is  dated  at  Banff,  March  15th, 
1591,  and  in  it  the  following  articles  are  confirmed 
upon  and  valued  at  Banff: 

Eight  plough  oxen,  valued  at  ten  merks  each,  and 
eight  work-horses  at  twenty  merks  each.— In  Bank- 
head^  twenty-four  milk-cows  at  five  pounds  each; 
seven  two-years  old  steers  at  forty  pennies  each ;  five  , 
four-year  old  steers  at  five  pounds  each ;  four  score 
ewes  with  lambs,  at  twenty  pennies  the  ewes  and 
laoibs;  fifty-four  bolls  oats,  at  twenty  pennies  the 
boll. — In  Dallachy  sown,  thirty  bolls  estimate  to  the 
3d,  valued  at  twenty  pennies  a  boll :  sown,  two  bolls 
vrheat,  estimate  to  the  6th,  and  valued  at  three  pounds 
the  boll. — In  the  corn-yard,  thirty-six  bolls  bear,  at 
four  pennies  the  boll ;  twenty-six  bolls  oats,  at  twenty 
pennies  each  boU ;  three  bolls  wheat,  at  three  pounds 
each  boll  ]  three  bolls  wheats  at  seven  pounds  each 

boll.— 
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tM»y«— -la  Atfchanchy  aod  the  Ley,  forty^iwo  one« 
year  old  sheep,  at  a  merk  ea«h ;  twenty  rams  ;  nine 
ewes  and  lambs;  twenty-three  one-year  old  we- 
thers ;  and  twenty  old  ewes,  all  at  twenty  penates 
eaeh.-^At  Au^hudgerth,  nine  oxen,  at  ten  merks 
eadh ;  tbree^year  old  steers,  at  fifty  pennies  each  j 
and  tweoty-eight  hMs  eat:9,  at  twenty  pennies  each. 

N.R  The  abore  prtees  are  all  reckoned  in  Scolt 
money*  « 
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REVOIiUTIOir  TO  THE  YEAR  1783— UNION— REBELLIONS 
IN  1715  AND  1745— ELECTIONS— FROVOSTS  OF  ABERDEEN 
—STATE  OF  CIIU&CH  AFFAIRS.] 

«    •»    4(    » 

X  HE  most  prominent  events  in  the  history  of  Scot'-* 
land  since  the  sera  of  the  Revolution^  are,  the  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  the  rebellions  in  1715  and 
1745.  The  first  event,  so  beneficial  to  both  countries^ 
consolidated  the  British  empire,  by  identifying  the 
interests  of  two  nation^  formerly  hostile  -,  and  the  two 
last,  preserved  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as  they  de- 
stroyed the  hq>es  of  an  arbitrary  race  of  kings,  whose 
maxims  were  despotic ;  and  secured  the  house  of  Bruns- 
wick m  the  possession  of  the  throne,  on  the  principles 
of  a  free  government. 

A  The 
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The  British  constitution  has  ja^tly  merited  and  ob- 
tained the  unqualified  approbation  of  both  natives  and 
Coreignerft  ;  and  has  frequently  been  the  theme  of 
their  praise,  or  the  subject  of  their  admiration.  The 
security  of  property,  and  the  protection  of  individual 
fight,  are  the  basis  on  which  the  prosperity  of  this 
country  has  been  reared  :  and  while  we  preserve  en- 
tire the  constitution  as  established  in  1 688,  the  wealth 
and  happiness  of  t!ie  nation  must  progressively  in- 
crease. The  blessing  of  freedom  being  equally  dif- 
fused among  all  classes  of  society,  the  exertions  of 
industry  are  promoted  by  the  certainty  of  enjoy* 
ment ;  and  accordingly,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce,  have  rapidly  advanced. 

The  city  of  Aberdeen,  which  is  the  particular  sub- 
ject of  our  work,  has  participated  in  the  general  pros- 
perity, and  for  public  spirit  and  enterprize,  its  citizens 
are  inferior  to  none. — But  before  we  proceed  to  inves- 
tigate the  present  state  of  the  Capital  qf  the  Naith,  it 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  our  readers,  to  premise  a 
few  incidents  of  an  historical  nature,  connected  with 
our  inquiry. 

For  some  years,  previously  to  the  Revolution,  we 
liave  seen,  that  James  II.  arbitrarily  appointed  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Aberdeen,  in  virtue  of  that  self- created 
authority  which  emanated  from  the  divine  right  of 
kings.  But  at  Michaelmas  16S9,  the  election  took 
place  by  a  poll  of  the  burgesses,  and  Alexander  Gor- 
don was  chosen  provost.    Next  y^dr,  4ihe^  sgme  mode 

of 
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of  proceeding  was  adoptedi  and  John  Sandilands  \va^ 
elfccted.  But  on  the  8th  of  July,  109J,  an  act  of 
the  privy  council,  of  dale  the  2Sd  of  June,  was  pre- 
sented by  bailies  Motr  and  Robertson,  ordering  a  new 
proYost  to  be  elected  by  the  magistrates  and  council, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sandilands;  Walter  Cochrane 
was  accordingly  appointed,  and  at  next  Michaelmas^ 
lie  was  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Iir  the  years 
169S-4*5-C,  Kobert  CFuickshaol^  of^  Baacfaory  was* 
elected  provost. 

At  Michaelmas^  1607,  John  Johnston  war  elected  tb' 
the  oBice  of  chief  magistrate;  but  an  exception  was 
taken  to  his  election  by  several  members  of  the  cou»- 
cil,  who  raised  an  action. of  reduction  before  the  lords 
of  th^  privy  councib  which  was  sustained.  A. new 
election  was  therefore  ordered  on  the  8tb  of  Decem^ 
ber,  wben  Alexander  Walker  was  chosen  provost ;  and 
at  the  same  time,-  it  was  enacted  by  the  magistrates 
and  council,  that  in  future  lio  provost  should  be  con* 
tiu«ed  in  ofluce  longer  than  two  years. 

In  the  years  16^8  and  99,  Thomas  Mitchell  was 
provost;  1700-1,  John  Allardyce;  1702-3,  Thomas 
Mitchell;  170*-5,  Alexander  Paton ;  1706-7,  John 
Gordon;  and  for  1708-9,  John  Allardyce  was  again 
elected  provost 

In  the  year  1 708,  water  was  brought  into  the  town 
in  pipes,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabiiahts, 
and  reservoirs  and  wells  were  erected.  William  Liud- 
^y>  goldsmith,  was  appointed  superintendant  of  the 
^water-works,  with  a  salary  of  .i'l  6 :  13  ;  4  sterling,  an- 
A  2  nually. 
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nually.  The  union  of  the  two  kingdonis  liad.  takea 
place  ]Q  1 7p7 ;  and  John  Gordon^  late  provost,  repre* 
&ented  the  Aberdeen  district  of  boroughs,  in  the  first 
British  parliament.  The  honour  of  sitting  ki  St.  Ste- 
phen's chapel  was  not  so  anxiously  courted  then  as  in 
our  own  times;  and  we  may  reasonably  conjectore,  thai 
it  was  not  attended  with  so  much  pers<mal  advantage 
then  as  in  the  present  day :  for  the  town-couiicil  of 
Aberdeen  agreed  to  defray  his  expanses.  The  treasur- 
er was  ordered  by  act  of  council,  the  9th  July,  1709^ 
to  pay  to  Mr.  Gordon,  €^'216  sterling,  being  the 
amount  of  bts  expenses  from  the  U  th  of  October  las^ 
to  May  this  year,  as  per  account  given  in  by  hias* 
A  similar  order  was  issued  on  the  23d  of  June,  1 7 10» 
for  «£i  6a  sterling,  to  be  paid  to  him  to  liquidate  his 
expenses,  during  the  last  session  of  parliament 
*  John  Ro88  of  Arnag&  was  provost  for  the  years 
17 10  and  J 1 ;  John  AUardyce,  for  1712  and  13 ;  and 
Kobert  Stewart,  for  the  year  1714.  In  the  beginnings 
of  August  this  year,  qaeen  Anne  died,  and  w^s  auc- 
ceeded  by  George,  elector  of  Hanover,  who  was  pro<> 
claimed  sovereign  of  the  three  kingdoms.  His  rergn 
was  soon  disturbed  (17 15),  by  an  iasurrection  in  Scot* 
land,  mstigated  by  the  son  of  James  II.  commonly 
called  the  Pretender,  and  supported  by  the  adlierenta  of 
his  family,  who  were  termed  JacMus. 

The  duke  of  Argyle  was  appointed  to  the  military 
-command  in  Scotland ;  and  the  earl  of  Mar  headed  the 
rebel  clans.  They,  came  in  contact  with  their  forces 
on  Sheriff-muir,  and  after  .a  hard-fought  battle,  both 
sides  claimed  the  victory*  The  Pretender  counte- 
nanced 
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lianced  bis  friends  by  his  presence,  but  he  possessed 
none  of  the  requisites  for  war,  and*  when  his  affairs  be- 
came unpromising,  he  shamefully  stole  ofF  with  some 
of  his  favourittis  to  France. 

As  many  of  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen  were  engaged 
in  this  rebellion,  if  may  be  proper  to  notice  8ome4>c- 
ctirrences  which  took  place  in  the  town  during  the 
years  1715  and  16. 

Cte  the  28th  of  September,  1715,  earl  Marischal 
entered  Aberdeen  with,  a  troop  of  horse,  and  being 
joined  by  the  disallected,  he  proceeded  to  the  cros«, 
and  proclaimed  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  king  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  This  ceremony  being  performed, 
he  next  took  possession  of  the  town- house,  and  pre- 
vented the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  council. 
By  tuck  of  drum,  he  ordered  the  inhabitants  to  meet 
next  day  at  the  new  church,  and  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion by  poll,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  Patrick 
Bannersnan  was  chosen  provost. 

On  t.he  17th- of  October,  a-  head-court  was  calif d, 
when  the  provost  produced  a  letter  from  the  earl  of 
Mar,  who  commanded  the  rebel  army»  dated  at  Perth 
the  6th-'  current,  ordering  the  magistrates  and  council 
to  raise  from  the  town  L.2pO  sterling,  as  c^ss  for  six 
months,  by  the  30feh  inst,  under  certification  of  the 
penalty  of  quartering.  Tlie  money  was  immediately 
raised  by  a  general  assessment  on  the  inhabitants. 

•Three  of  the  town's  ministers  continued  to  pray  for  the 
Hanoverian  king,  notwithstanding  the  order  of  the  ma- 
gistrates to  pray  for  therfh^nder*     They  were  dis- 
placed^ and  Dr.  George  G^^ny  Dr.  Alexander  Buynet^t, 
A  3  ^  aa^^ 
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and  Mr.  Dambreck,  were  appointed  to  officiate;  Hie 
deposed  ministers^  howeyer^  hired  tiro  houses  to  con* 
tain  their  bearers^  and  perserered  in  praying  for  king 
George  L  in  defiance  of  either  the  magbtrale»  or  the 
Pretender's  authority. 

A  head-court  was  called  on  the  2Tth  of  October, 
and  the  provost  laid  before  it  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  the  earl  of  Mar,  dated  from  the  camp  at  Perth* 
the  J4th  of  October,  1715,  and  addressed  to  the  ma«> 
gtstrates  and  council  of  Aberdeen,  of  which  the  fbl^ 
lowing  is  a  copy. 

*'  Gentlemen,. 

"  The  necessity  of  the  king^s  af- 
''  fairs,  and  the  siiety  of  the  country  at  this  juncture,. 
^  requiring  that  every  good  Scotsman,  should  be  as- 
*'  sisting  to  the  public  according  to  his  ability ;  and 
*'  having  desired  that  the  sum  of  L.2000  sterling  be 
"  borrowed  from  gentlemen  heritors,  particularly  from 
*'  burghers,  tradesmen,  and  others,  residing  within  the 
"  town  of  Aberdeen,  for  the  use  of  the  king's  army, 
*'  for  which  they  shall  have  the  public  credit,  to  be 
*'  repaid  with  interest  from  the  time  of  advance: — I 
'*  therefore  thought  it  lit  to  acquaint  you  therewith, 
^'  that  you  proportion  it  among  them. in  such  a  man* 
''  ner  as  may  be  most  easy  for  the  inhabitants,  and 
''  most  effectual  for  raising  the  said  sum.  Your  speedy 
"  complying  therewith  wtlL  prevent  further  trouble. 
*' — ^I  am.  Gentlemen,  Yours,  &c*  Mxa." 

The  people  of  Aberdeen  were  well  afi^cted  to  the 
Pretender's  cause^  but  they  thought  it  rather  hhcotmcsoii- 

aUc 
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atk  ia  Maf  to  demand  so  gr^at  a  sum,  and  (iifirelbrc 
rfistrijEU:0d  it  to  tte  od«  half.  About  the  niiddie  of 
Decemb^*  the  Pretender  arrived  at  Peterhead  from 
France,,  and  came  to  Aberdeen  incognito,  where  he 
dined  m  the  house  of  Alexander  Scott,  shipmaster  m 
the  Castlegate ;  thence  he  went  to  Fetteresso,  and  pas* 
sed  by  the  high  road  to  Perth. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  head- court,  the  2l8t  January, 
17 16,  the  prQTQst  produced  the  Prietender's  proclama* 
tioBki  dated  at  Scone,  the  10th  January,  requiring  all 
those  able  to'bear  arms  to  repair  to  his  camp  at  Perth- 
The  provost  made  a  motion,  that  the  town  should  raise 
a  troop  of  horse  £br  his  majesty'^  (the  Pretender's) 
service,  and  that  L.500  should  be  levied  to  support 
them,  of  which  the^  meeting  unanimously  approved* 
The,  duke  of  Argyle,  however,  having  advanced  to 
attack  the  rebels  at  Perth,.,  they  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  wait  his  approach,  and  retreated  northwards. 
The  pusillanimous  Chevalier  de  St.  George  embarked 
at  Montrose,  and  left  his  army  to  shift  for  itself,  which 
was  disbanded  at  Aberdeen  by  the  earl  MarischaP. 

The  alteration  of  circumstances  produced  a  change 
of  the  magistrates  and  council  of  Aberdeen.  Those 
gentlemen  who  had  been  in  ofiice  previously  to  the 
Jrebellion,  were  ordered  by  an  act  of  the  privy  council, 
to  meet  on  the  1 0th  of  April,  to  elect  new  magistrates, 
to  be  continued  until  next  Michaelmas,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  Robert  Stewart  was  chosen  pro*^ 
vost. 

J-  Oothrie.  vol.  x.  p.  SdTt 
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Ooihe  lOthof  Jane  this  year,  it  was  enacted  By 
the  magistrates  and  council,  ^hat  no  person  vrithin  the 
town  or  suburbs  should  thatch  his  house  with  heath  or 
straw,  but  that  all  houses  should  be  covered  with  slates 
or  tyles,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  merks  Scots. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  provost^for  the  years 
respectively  prefixcri  to  their  names,  viz.  171 6- J  7, 
John  Gordon;  1718-19,  George  Fordyce;  1720-^21, 
Robert  Stewart;  1722-23,  George  Fordyce;  172*, 
25,  Robert  Stewart ;  1726-27,  George  Fordyce  5 
1728-29,  Wiiliam  Croickshank ;  1730-31,  James 
Morrison.— In  this  year,  Robert  Gordon,  of  the  family 
of  Stralocb  died,  and  bequeathed  fixHn  L.  10,000  t^ 
L.  11, 000  sterling,  towards  the  erection  of  an  hospital 
for  the  mainienance  and  education  of  burghers  and 
tradesmen's  soils  in  Aberdeen. 

In  the  years  1732-33,  William  Cruickshank  waft 
provost:  for  1754-35,  Hugh  Hay;  173d-37,  John 
Robertson  ;  1734^-39,  William  Cbafmeps  wasprovost. 
On  the  1st  of  January,  1740,  the  magistrates  and 
council,  with  a  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
went  in  procession  to  the  Weolman-hill,  where  they 
laid  the  foundation-stone  of  the  Infirmary.  This  was 
a  proud  day  fur  the  people  of  Aberdeen,  as  they  were 
employed  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  consecrated 
to  the  good  of  mankind,  a  noble  monument  of*  bene* 
Tolence  and  virtue. 

For  the  year  1740-4-1,  Alexander  Robertson  was 
provost ;  for  1742,  Alexander  Anderson  ;  1743,  Alex- 
ander Aberdein.  In  1744,  James  Morrison  was  pro- 
vost.   The  crop  this  year  was  destroyed  hy  rain. 

It 
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It  began  to  fall  on  the  Qth  of  September,  and  conti* 
naed  with  little  intermission  for  six  weeks..  The  har- 
rest  had  been  previously  commenced,  but  the  uufa^ 
rourable  weather  disappointed  the  hopes  of  the  bus** 
bandman  ;  and  in  the  following  year,  the  country  wai 
thrown  into  confusion  by  the  pretensions  of  the  Stuart 
iamiiy  to  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms. 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  minutely  into 
the  public  transactioas  of  that  period,  and  therefore  we 
can  only  notice  such  incidents  as  relate  to  the  city  of 
Aberdeen* 

Prince  Charles  Stuart  landed  on  the  north*  west,  coast 
of  Scotland  in  the  month  of  August,  1745>  and  erect" 
ed  the  royal  standard.  He  was  joined  by  severd^  of 
the  Highland  clans,  which  fqrmed  a  small  army.  Ge* 
neral  Sir  John  Cope  marched  with  a  few  regiments 
to  suppress  the  rebellion,  and  i^ach^d  Inverness.  But 
the  prince's. army  made  a  rapid  movement  to  the  south, 
and  took  possession  of  Edinburgh.  Sir  John  Cope 
retreated  from  Inverness  to  Aberdeen,  wh^re  be  ar» 
rived  on  the  1  Ith  of  September,  and  encamped  on  the 
Bore  Cot'  Brae.  He  was  anxious  to  protect  the  ca« 
pital  of  Scotland,  and  had  ordered  transports  to  meet 
him  2l%  Aberdeen,  to  carry  his  army  to  Dunbar,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  17th;  but  the  Highlanders  had  on 
that  day  occupied  Edinburgh.  Sir  John  Cope,  before 
sailing,  applied  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  for  the 
town's  cannon  and  small  arms,  which  he  received,  and 
shipped  on  board  of  his  transports. 

On  the  25th  September,  the  day  of  election  of  the 
magistrates  and  council,  John  Hamilton,  factor  (stew- 
ard) 
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ard)  to  the  duchess-dowager  of  Gordon,  entered  Aber- 
deen with  a  number  of  Strathbogie  men  on  horseback. 
They  proclaimed  the  Pretender  king  of  these  realms 
at  the  cross,  and  afterwards  took  possession  of  the 
town- house,  which  prevented  the  election  of  the  ma- 
gistrates for  that  year.  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  was  ap« 
pointed  governor  of  Aberdeen  by  Prince  Charles^  and 
he  nominated  William  Moir  of  Lonmay,  his  deputy. 

•Lord  Lewis  raised  a  regiment  consisting  of  two  bat- 
talions, and  took  up  his  head- quarters  at  Aberdeen. 
He  imposed  a  tax  on  the  proprietors  of  land^  who  were 
obliged  to  furnish  him  with  one  able-bodied  roan,  or 
five  pounds  sterling  for  every  bundled  pouruis  Scots  of 
valued  rent ;  and  he  constantly  kept  parties  scouring 
the  country  to  collect  men  and  money*.     To  prevent 
the  levy  of  this  arbitrary  assessment,  by  which  the 
enemy  supported  himself,  Macleod_of  JVIacleod,  and 
Munro  of  Culcairn,  were  sent  by  lord  Loudon  fiom  In- 
verness to  Inverury  with  six  hundred  and  fifty  naen. 
Lord  Ijfwlfi  marched  his  own  regiment,  and  part  of  lord 
John  Drummond's,  with  three  hundred  Farquharsons^ 
urider  Farquharson  of  Monaltry,   to  attack  Maclecd 
and  Munro  at  Inverury.     It  was  late  before  lord  Lewis 
reached  the  place  (23d  December).     It  was,  however, 
moon  light,  and  the  fuing  began  on  both  sides,  and 
continued  for  some  time.     But  lord  John  Drummoud's 
soldiers,  and  the  Farqubarsons,  charged  the  Macleods;, 
l^vho  gave  way,  and  precipitately  fled.     Few  men  were 

killed 

*^  Hoine*8  History  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  258* 
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killed  on  either  side,  but  forty- one  Macleods  were 
taken '  prisoners ;  among  whom  were  some  gentlemen 
of  consideration.  Soon  after  this  skirmish,  lord  Lewis 
Gordon  marched  his  men  to  join  the  rebel  army  at 
Perth,  which  was  the  place  of  their  general  rendez* 
vous*.  ' 

On  the  27thof  February,  1746,  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land arrived  at  Aberdeen  with  the  whole  of  his  army, 
where  he- remained  until  the  8th  of  April,  flis  forces 
were  divided  about  the  end  of  March  into  three  large 
bodies:  one  l.ay  at  Strathbogie,  another  at  Old  Mel- 
drum,  and  the  third  at  Aberdeen,  where  the  duke  him» 
self  commanded. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  the  duke  marched  from  Aber- 
deen with  the  rear- division  of  his  army,  and  advancing 
northwards,   concentrated   his    troops   at  Cnllen,    in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Spey,  which  he  pas- 
sed.     Both   armies   came  in    contact  on  Culloden- 
xnuir,  on  the  I6th  of  April.     The  Highlanders  made 
^  fierce  attack  on  the  king's  army,  but  they  were 
^ery^here  repulsed,    broken,    and  dispersed.       A 
great  many   were'  killed  in  the  battle,  and   in  the 
pursuit.     The  rebellion  was  crushed  ;  forfeitures  and 
executions  followed ;  and  the  hopes  of  the  house  of 
Stuart     were     annihilated.      Prince    Charles,    after 
many  hair-breadth  escapes,  and  sufiering  innumerable 
hardships,  got  on  board  of  a  French  frigate,  and  ar- 
rived at  Roscort,  near  Morlaix,  in  Britanoy,  oh  tha 

-29ih  of  September,  1746t. 

During 

*  Home's  History  of  the  RebellloD,  p.  159. 
t  Ibid.  p.  2eh 
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Daring  the  dake  tii  Cumberland's  residence  in 
Aberdeen^  he  appointed  twelve  of  the  prioctpal  bur- 
gesses  to  govern  and  manage  the  afilkirs  of  the  towit» 
until  peace  should  be  restored  to  the  conntry.  This 
board  of  management  consisted  oi  the  followmg  gen- 
tiemen,  tiz.  William  Cruikshank,  John  Robertson, 
William  Chalmers,  Alexander  Robertson,  Alexander 
Aberdein,  and  James  MorrisMi,  late  provosts  ;  Wil- 
liam Mowat,  William  Gordon,  and  John  Burnett,  late 
bailies ;  Andrew  Logic,  late  dean  of  gnild ;  Alexan- 
der  Thomson,  consnltor ;  and  John  AuMjo,  conToener 
of  trades. 

When  the  rebellion  was  suppressed,  bis  nuyesty's 
privy  council  sent  an  order  to  the  members  of  tbo  old 
and  new  council  to  meet  in  the  town-house  on  the  9ih 
July,  and  to  proceed  to  finish  the  eketkm,  which  was 
interrupted  at  last  Michaelmas  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  John  Morrison  was 
elected  provost. 

For  the  year  1746-47,  William  Chahners  was  chief 
magistrate;  for  1748-49,  Alexander  Robertson  ;  for 
1 7  50-5 1 ,  Alexander  Livingstone.  At  Michaelmas  next 
year,  a  dispute  took  place  among  the  magistrates  and 
council,  who  were  equally  divided — one  of  their  num- 
ber having  gone  abroad.  It  is  represented,  that  pro- 
vost Livingstone  wished  to  form  a  junto  of  his  own 
friends,  that  he  might  retain  the  influence  of  the  town, 
which  was  resisted  by  some  of  the  members.  They  ab- 
sented themselves  on  Michaelmas  day,  conceiving  that 
the  provost  would  not  proceed  to  the  election  without  the 
necessary  number  to  constitute  a  quorumt  Livingstone, 

with 
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with  his  friends^  however^  proceeded  in  the  election  of 
the  magistrates  and  council ;  and  James  Morrison  was 
chosen  provost.  A  process  of  reduction  was  raised  be- 
fore the  conrt  of  session  by  the  absentees ;  but  the  earl 
of  Find  later,  who  then  interfered  in  the  politics  of  the 
town^  accomplished  a  reconciliation  of  the  parties.  lie 
gare  them  an  entertainment  in  his  lodgings>  and  by 
tvine^  soothed  their  asperity,  and  cemented  their  unioo. 

The  follow^ing  gentlemen  were  provosts  of  Aberdeen 
for  the  years  prefixed  to  their  names,  viz.  1753,  James 
Morrison;  5^-55,  William  Mowat;  56-57,  Alexan- 
.der  Robertson;  58-59,  John  Duncan;  60-61,  Wil- 
liam Davidson ;  62-63,  John  Djincan;  64-65,  George 
Shand;  66-^7,  John  Duncan;  08-69j  James  Jopp; 
70-71,  George  Shand;  72-73,  James  Jopp;  74-75, 
Adam  DufF;  .76-77,  James  Jopp;  78-79,  William 
Young;  80-81»  James  Jopp;  82-83,  William  Young. 

The  state  of  the  presbyterian  church  for  a  good 
many  years  after  the  Revolution,  may  be  known  by 
ihe  following  excerpts  from  the  presbytery  register. 

Excerpts  from  the  Preabyiery  Regisier  of  Aberdeen. 

The  formation  of  the  presbyterian  government  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  after  the  Revolution,  seems 
to  have  been  in  the  following  manner. 

1694 — "  1  Ith  July.  At  session -house,  in  the  New 
Kirk,  Aberdeen,  there  convened,  by  an  appointment 
of  the  committee  of  the  late  General  Assembly :  For 
the  north,  a  committee  of  three  persons  ;.  Mr.  William 
Buulop,  principal  of  Glasgow  :  of  seven  ministers  in 
this  country ;  and  two  gentlemen^  ar^d  two  citizens, 
B  ruling 
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rulin^^  elders.  T%e  advice  from  the  committee  £pi;  tbe 
north  wzB,  I.. That  all  tbebrejthrea  of  tbQ  pre^byteri^iQ^ 
M'ithin  the  synod^  should  form  one  united  pjp^shyt^ry^ 
2.  That  an  elder  fcom,  each  eoj9grc|[aiUoo^  wheie  m 
eldership  was  in^ituted^  should  at^enfl*  S.  That  a  re-c 
glster  be  kept  4^  Th^t  business  fropt.  se&sioQs  shonkl 
be  received  and  cognosced.  5.  That  none,  cPQjtiA^iog 
atta<;hed.  to,  and  brought  in  by,  episcopacy*  be  reGeJY7 
ed  :  And  none  be  trapsported  without  advice  oS  the 
committee*  They  were  to  call  mioisters^  wd  s^WP^ll 
elders,  attached  to^  presbytery^  apd  the  present  go^ 

Terament." "  Upon  five  of  these  seven  mjjusters 

applying  to  the  committee  for  the  norths  sigxuog;  tj;i^ 
confession  of  fait^^  and  agreeing  to  the  tejcn^  of  uni^, 
given  out  by  the  last  aysembly,  they  were  adm^ted 
into  the  presby terian  communion,  and  advised  to.  form 
a  presbytery.  The  ministers  who  had  attajched  them- 
selves to  this  schen^e,  were,  IV^r.  Arthur  Mitchell  el- 
dest  minister  of  Turriff;  Mr.  George  Aixdersoa  of 
Tarves  ;  Mr.  David  Lyndsay  of  Drumoak;  Mr.  Pa- 
trick Innes  of  Banff;  Mr.  William  Johnston  of  Kerne; 
Mr.  William  Thomson  of  Achindore ;  Mr.  William 
Garioch  of  Kinethmont:  and  ^  Mr.  William  Frs^er  of 
Slains.** 

1 694. — '*  The  town  of  Aberdeen  called  Mr.  Thproa? 
Ramsay,  minister  at  Calder,.near  Glasgow.''  He  af- 
terwards prottjsted  he  would  not  come  to  Aberdeen^, 
unless  another  minister  also  be  appointed." 

- '*  Ministers  from  tjje  south  were  sent  to  sup- 
ply vacancies." 

•— — *'  Mr,  James  O^burne^  minister  at  Kilmar- 

uock, 
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nock,  in  the  presbytety  df  Irvitte,  Wis  called  to  Aber- 
itta.  He  was  aftlsrSfi^ards  (1698)  presented,  and 
called  to  be  professor  of  divinity  in  Aberdeen,  and 
mtich  tempidyed  by  the  presbytery  ^boiit  papets,  And 
things  of  tttomeiit.*' 

1694—"  The  presbytery  hie t  often  at  Turriff." 

<^  ii^i  ■Vacant  stipends  teere  cciilected  for  paying 
ministers  and  probationers  preAchiiig  during  Vacancies 
"  in  this  dest)late  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyatd." 

1^9*7 — "  The  ministers  Within  the  synod  who  form- 
ed befi)t6  6ne  presbytery.  Were  divided  intb  three 
presbyteries.  *11>at  of  Aberdeen  attd  ICincardine  con- 
sfiHiW  yf  Mr.  -J^athes  Osburbfe,  and  Ur.  Thohias  Bam- 
say,  in  ihtetO*^  df  Ab^rdfeeh;  Mr.  William  Thorn- 
BSh  hi  iShtetfe  ;  Mr.  l)&vid  lyhifsay  in  Dalmaik  ;; 
Mr.  Alexander  Thomson  in  Petfifcdller ;  and  Mr.. 
Thdbte  Kitiniar  in  £(!ht,^'  sUid  then  to  Be  in  Kincar- 
dfht^. 

1697—"  A  tjttakl^r  kept  srcfebol  in  Kiiikell,  to  Afe 
^^t  Scandal  6t  the  people,  ihA  to  perverting  the 
3^ttnth.'*  ' 

l698-^17th  February.— "  L^t  iSabb^th,  at  New- 
Mflfc,  Margaret  Jalfrfey,  daughter  of  Andrfew  Jaffray  of 
Kingswells,  coming  With  dthfer  (fuak^rs,  4tii6r^  th)i 
^rch,  and  cri^d,  '  Jh  nbt  belii^ve  that  decrivter  / 
and  said,  she  was  sent  of  God  to  tell  them  tl6  ^as 
aMimt  to  tlfestroy  all  idblatry  and  will-worship.*' 

■  ■  A  fast  was  hsbJilly  kept  dn  the  Suttdkiy  before 
fte  otdfettAioft  of  toihfeters. 

^ "  Mass   had  been   said   in  Caunt  Leslie's 

house,  Aberdeen,  by   his  brother.— There  were  then 
2  6  2  four 
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four  priests  in  AbcTdeen,  and  a  nunnery  of  six  yoang 
women^  ;  and  a  school  kept  by  two  papist  women  for 
young  children/' 

1698—"  The  presbytery  were  asked  to  call  legally 
a  minister  to  vacant  parishes.  They  refused  to  appoint 
a  minister  themselves^  but  sent  a  leet  to  the  people, 
with  power  to  them  to  chdose  one  of  those«  or  any 
otber«  for  their  minister/' 

The  presbytery  met  at  ten  o'clock,  forenoon, 

but  did  little  business  at  that  meeting.  They  met 
again  at  two  o'clock,  afternoon,  and  did  a  great  deak 
And  at  times,  by  three  o'clock,  more  -frequently. 

The  com;nittee  of  the  General  Assembly  met 
sometimes  in  considerable  number  at  Aberdeen. 

■■  "  The  synod  now  consisted  of  Aberdeen^ 
Angus, .  a^d  Mearns.'' 

1699 — "  The  presbytery  adjourned  with  prayer." 
"  The  ministers  were  themselves   (proba- 
bly in  rotation),  clerks  to  the  presbytery.'* 

-- — - — 1 5th 'November.—"  No  probationer  was 
within  the  bounds  of  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  for 
the  laird  of  Skene  to  choose  for  minister." 

"  The  trading  company  to  Africa  and  the 

{ndies,  at  this  time,, was  prayed  for  publicly." 

1700-^"  The  Kincardine  presbytery  was  disjoined 
by  the  synod." 

— T-r— "  Mr.  Thomas  Blackwell,  by  act  of  assem* 
tly,  transported  from  Paisley  to  Aberdeen." 

m  ■         "  A  complaint  was  made  to  the  commission 

of 

*.  It  is  thought  the  oiumerf  WM  ia  tht  Guettrow. 


of  B^  'O^ifeiM  AmM)if,  i^i  SSTM^h  is  pfbfimed 
}^f  tkihitig  ah  m^  ^d  i^^,  ^ttdby  I'idifig  jotiVn^ysOU. 
iftat  ^tty.  A)^,  (df  apldstaitii^g  to  popery  and  q\i^ker- 
im.  Hke#isie,  thftt  the  ddctHiii^  of  BouHgtM:»h  was 
prevailing.  Afid  tfclt^  i^iitcOiffeimunibrted  p^sdns  con* 
^i^Aibtfed  IRe  6etMl«tt?ft>  ^d  ihhitti  toflVfersed  usually 
with  therft/' 

ItOd— "  Dr.  Gfebrgfe  (Sanfeii  (of  AterJeeh),  pro- 
secuted for  Wrltitig  and  spreading  iati  Apobgy  for 
B^figtiDftisttt.^-^Hfc  tras  afterir^diB  deposed  by  the 
^efieral  Asfefembly. 

«*'  "'^^  ■**  In  Aberdeeti  ther*  ir^^fe  eighty  pSpMs :: 

the  lairds  Caimfield^  Hiltbn,  and  Itinfgbodffe^  ant!  iidy 

Vfartrd,  the  printip^d. — FiftJ-  qudkers :  Andrbw  ief- 

fi-ay  of  KitigSilt^ell'es,  Atttf  Aiekandef  Jelty  of  B)ack<- 

fofd,  the  ptihcipal.     The  qtiakers  h^d  their  mcetitigs,, 

'and  pre«che*J  in  ehwch-yardi  at  burials,  ahd  dn  dis- 

missing  coi^gregations,  ireviltn^  the  mihfetcrs.     jfepii- 

top^aiis  ^trt  accused  of  protecting  h^cninbeiifai,  hot 

.  pfefebytemtis,  and  Employing  unqualified  perSotts,  who. 

bftptizfed  With  iM  ^gn  of  the  cwss,  and  kntefed  in  p|ul'- 

^t  in  thAe  6f  sty ing  the  Lot'd's  prAyef ;  irites  tinknoWhi 

from  tlie  Reformation.    Incuttibents  f  rot^ct^d  Amii*  . 

tonfe,  Sdciniaijif,  Bourignoniits^  totto*  of  thetn  ^etfe 

iterttbral ;  aH  grbsiiy  ignoriint/*    Lists  of  papists,  ^c. 

8^^  id  Mxt  beta  niiib  up  to  b^  tr«i^«!dftted  to  the 

CSfetieral  A^rtttibiy. 

ItK^l-^"  Km  hi  be  ^bvci  ftur  frieh^s,  '^ith  iter- 

timb.  Besides  ne*r  I'efittiotts  and  fiinii!y.,  at  a irtafriagfe' 

—by  act  of  General  Assembly.     Prbhibil^  (by  ptet- 

byt^i^y),  piper  atfd  fid«Iei-,a6prtttttOtirtji;lasciVi^6USBfes8„ 

2c  3  if; 
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>f  there  be  a  penny  bridid,  or  prmniscnous  dancing." 
— '*  A  collection,  by  order  of  the  Assembly,  for  Che 
harbour  of  Banfil" — "  Another,  fpr  the  harbour  of 
Eyemouth."  Collection  at  Aberdeen,  L.9  5a.  Scots* 
At  Old  Machar,  L.\5  Scots,  for  this  last. 

1701 — '*  The  manse  of  Old  Machar  to  be  covered 
with  tyies ;  the  minister  giving  thirty  merks." 

— « — "  There  was  an  act  of  synod  against  trans* 
plantation  of  ministers  within  their  bounds." 

■  "  They  sent  to  Edinburgh,  and  got  persons 
fled  from  discipline.  The  session  of  North  West  Kirk 
gave  a  woman  money  to  carry  her  to  Aberdeen,  hav- 
ing been  cited  to  attend  here." 

J  703—"  Mr.  Colin  Campbell  (father  of  the  late 
principal  Campbell),  was  called  to  be  minister  in 
Aberdeen,  as  third  minister.  There  was  a  protest  ea- 
tered  for  Mr.  Andrew  Burnet,  former  episcopal  incum.* 
bent,  against  the  magistrates  calling  another  in  hb 
loom,  he  having  taken  the  oaths ;  and  by  the  muni- 
cipal law  of  the  burgh,,  ten  being  the  least  number  (of 
council),  to  choose ;  whereas  there  were  fewer  for  Mn 
Campbell.  Also,  it  was  a&^rted,  that  the  principal, 
and  most  numerous  part  of  the  people,  were  against 
him.  Itwasanswercd,  that  A{r.  Burnet  had  not  taken, 
the  oaths  in  time.  He  had  set  up  preaching  in  the 
Trinity  Church.  Mr.  Campbell  was  settled  minister. 
— — 29th  April. — "  Calls  used  to  be  approved  in 
Aberdeen,  by  the  head- court,  especially  where  any 
controversy  took  place,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Paterson 
and  Mr.  Meldrum." 
-  — ^"   *"  For  support  of  two  foundlings,  each  mi- 

nistex 
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nister  af  Aberdeen  was  to  pay  in  two  dollan»  and  each 
minister  in  the  country^  twenty  shillings  Scots.'' 

1703—''  Dr.  Biair,  'alone^  in  Aberdeen,  of  the  pre- 
latical  ministers,  observed  an  appointed  hst" 

1704-r-"  Each  minister  contributed  three  .poands 
Scots,  as  the  least,  for  promoting  schools  in  the  High- 
lands (minimum),  according  to  act  of  assembly  for  a 
subscriptioii.'^ 

1704 — "  Each  niinister  was  to  pay  four  pounds 
Scots,  lor  Highland  libraries.^' 

1705 — "  In  the  session  of  Aberdeen, 'as  members, 
were  the  pravost,.  an  old  provost,  several  bailies,  and 
the  dean  of  guild.'' 

"  A  woman  for  adultery  and  fomicatioD^ 
with  prevarication,  besides  church-censure,  ordered  to 
be  whipped  and  banished,  by  the  magistrates.'' 

— "  Each  minister  to  add  from  himself,  one 

pound  Scots,  to  what  was  paidto  the  presbytery  buiu 
sar." 

1 706L— >"  A  collection  of  L.  1  1  Os.  Scots,  each  miais«» 
ter,  appointed  by  presbytery  for  a  poor  man." 

30th  October. — "  Act  of  the  commission  of 
Assembly  for  a  fast,  on  account  of  the  affiiir  of  the 
union,  on  14th  November,>  to  stir  up  themselves  and 
people  ;  and  to  meet  with  the,  elders  and  godly  peo- 
ple for  private  prayer,  on  some  day  before ;  and  a 
part  of  the  day  of  next  meeting  of  presbytery  to  be 
spent  so  by  themselves." 

*- "  Recommendation  of  the  commission  to 

prevent  tumulu  in  view  to  the  union." — ^In  respect  to 
"  lamentable  complaints  of  increase  of  popery— to 

send. 


iA  preAch^g,  M*  Whid^  eMA  toiAni^r  skoald  <^6kitri- 
bute  a  half  of  hit  htill^ye^s  MfpeiKh  to  wikkll  tli^  tU 
§m  Wefe  to  «M :  to  M  IMl«($<kl  by  a  cmbttikee 
tAofit  Ediubcrrgli.^' 

by tery,  it  was  answered,  that  the  elders^  tttt  ivh^  Htey 
IttltW,  had  tashAf  iHitMf  ik&d  order  iti  th^  htfittes, 
and  were  free  of  Fice.  lli^  fti^stifatH  Were  friendly 
Md  a»2^»ith!^.  Ti^  pedple  had  s^  d!yisi<ms  among 
Ifrft'ui06lte8>  ttM^ii  DBfade  Mahy  iHthdraw  frdtn  th^ir 
ministry,  and  vice  did  macb  abound.  Each  flihinsl^t 
ftad  L.!OeO  ikt^B  of  sli)>end,  aAd  a^chaMron  of  toals : 
tht  M!A)On-el«tk,  lOO  ftierks.  There  were  two  bed^- 
dals/  one  Of  ^ich  tept  the  ^ist^r/'^ 

170e— "  BAch  minister  to  pay  ton  shillings  sterlihg, 
ftf  assinittg  the  sodety  for  propagating  Cbrilftiaii 
knowledge,  and  setting  up  charity-schools,  and  to  t%»- 
titt  others  to  contribnte."^— **  The  town  of  Abterdteen 
had  subscribed"  to  the  scheme  abote. 

'■"' "  Town  of  Aberdeen  colHct^d  for  Mr.  John 

jMnM  Csesar,  by  api^ointment  of  assembly,  the  strih 
4f  LM  Id.  flteriing,  fok*  the  t'notOstant  Oert^an  con- 
glregation  at  LoOdon." 

1 1  i  l  -^  jd  May. — "  On  rteatll  of  professor  (*burti^, 
Sth  Thonkas  Bhickwoll  v^^s  called  to  bo  prof^^fsor  of 
divinity.  The  episcopal  party  pushed  fo^  Mr.  An- 
drei Bttttiei,  offieiatiAg  in  a  ttteettng-hotise,  befng  ad- 
inht^d  to  $1  char^  in  the  hfgh  ch&reh^/' 

1711. 
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1 7 1 1 — "  Mr.  Francis  Melville^  minister  of  Arbnth^i 
not^  chosen  to  be  minister  in  Aberdeen.  He  was  ap« 
pointed  by  act  of  assembly. 

'*  Four  persons  abjured  popery/' 

— — "  An  act  of  synod  for  neighbouring  presby« 
teues  to  supply  in  a  vacancy  at  Aberdeen.'' 
.171 2 — "  The  presbytery  met  every  three  weeks.'' 
1717 — 3d  July. — "  Mr,  Richard  Maitland,  episco- 
pal incumbent  at  Neig,  was  deposed  for  praying  for 
James  the  VIIT. 

1717 — "  The  presbytery  allowed  the  episcopal 
mimsters^  if  sound  and  morale  to  be  not  under  the 
law :   but  if  unsound  or  immoral,  to  be  under  the  law.'' 

*'  Principal  Chalmers  was  recommended  by 

the  presbytery  to  continue  also  professor  of  divinity 
(saving  the  right  of  the  town- council  to  call  another], 
although  appointed  principal.'' 

1720-^'*  The  members  of  the  presbytery  appoint- 
ed not  to  leave  the  presbytery  without  liberty  obiain> 
ed,  till  all  be  done ;  and  the  roll  to  be  called  at  dis- 
missing, that  absentees  be  censured." 

25th  August. — "  At  visitation  by  presby- 
tery, of  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  the  ministers  represent- 
ed, that  they  had  used  endeavours  to  set  up  family '^ 
worship,  not  altogether  without  success.  The  magis- 
trates curbed  vice ;  but  sin  and  division  abounded. 
Each  minister  had  L.  1000  Scots,  with  a  chaldron  of 
coalR.  There  had  been  L.  13,7  40  Scots,  mortified  [for 
the  poor],  on  Easter  Skene  and  Carny :  L1UK)0  Scots, 
hy  Dr.  Lewis  Gordon ;  L.333  Scots,  by  provost  Mrt^ 

chel;  ' 
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chel;  LS33,  by  ffmvosi  Allanteft;  UibO  Sc6tB,  by 
baHteRa|;g;  bMides  Mtn«  cM)t«  dtie. 

1723 — '*  Ghost-rmv,  Abel^l!tl.— N.  B.  Itt  cfcarters, 
the  Broad  Sifi^et  fs  cftlM,  **  Ttv^  Broad-gate  of  ^e 
G^Skf^^tt  of  Aberdeen/* 

1724*— By  p^ftpfc  vofing  in  a  cMl  to  a  ministeri 
vreft  tttftiHt  b^adft  ^f  AiMilto  of  flMsbyterlan  persaa- 
.  $\6ti,  tttettdiiig  ordiMatit^,  not  niBre  cottmnmitants. 
'*  Tke  a^Hnbly  ttppoitittd  ectll  by  mcgorily  of  beads 
of  families,"—"  Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  toibUter  of 
Abetde«ti«  tnoally  eolfoctid  ^t  tke  tfj^Md,  and  jf^iLte  to 
indigent  j[>eAson«,  acconlitif  to  tbt  appoialfii)^  of 
•yftdd.** 


«ff]crat 
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CHAPTER  U. 


[thb  corporation  feu  off  the  common  f>roferty— 

NSW     SXRBfiT    »VAi)TSMaN.Tfl*-VQVULATI08-^rai(.|C«, 


«    #    «    « 

It  is  of  late  y^ars  that  the  City  or  Aberdseji  has  so 
gre?^tly  iaprea^d  in  extent  and  pop.uJatjon.  Pre- 
viously to  the  vin}f>n^  this  town,  lik?  most  otlAcrs  ia 
SijpU^nd,  had  been  nprly  stationary  foj;  s^v^ral  cpn- 
turi^s.  Th^  royalty  of  the  borough  extends  no  ftr- 
iber  than  the  parish  of  St.  Nicola«,  which  i.s  ^mbrac^d;. 
by  that  of  St.  Machar^  which,  copipcehends  Gilcoqi- 
stQO,  the  suburbs^  and  all  the  lands  to  the  bridge  of 
Dee.  As  the  walls  enclosed  the  town  on  the  one  side, 
and  Nortb-stroel,  with  Frodertck-^street,  and  tha  build* 
ings  in  that  quarter,  did  not  exist,  there  were  butt  few 
houses,  until  of  late  years,  beyond  the  royalty.  Wher^ 

GilcoBistOB 
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Gilcomsion  is  sitaated,  which  now  contains  so  many 
people^  and  occupies  so  mach  space  as  to  form  an  ex- 
tensive Tillage,  there  was  only  a  single  farm-house  ia 
the  year  1750*.  A  few  years  before  that  period^  the 
LochlandSf  on  the  north-West  side  of  the  town,  were  in 
an  uncaltivated  state,  for,  it  is  saidt  that  Alexander 
Robertson  of  Glasgowego,  rented  from  the  corporation, 
one  acre  and  one-sixth,  at  three  pounds  ten  shillings 
annually,  which  he  trenched,  manured,  and  laid  down 
with  grassf,  and  afterwards  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ten 
pounds  sterling}. 

In  consequence  of  the  success  of  provost  Robertson's 
experiment,  the  magistrates  were  induced  to  feu  off 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  community ;  -and- we  must 
allow  them  the  merit  of  having  been  very  active  in 
thus  alienating  the  public  property.  The  following 
list  of  subjects  feued  out  by  the  town  of  Aberdeen 
since  the  year  ]7i7,  is  extracted  from  Douglas's 
'*  Description"  (p.  178)i  and  is  presented  to  the  read- 
er as  a  convincing  proof  of  the  magistrates'  diligence 
in  disposing  of  the  landed  property  of  the  corporation, 
which  has  no  doubt  tended  to  promote  the  "  common 
guid."  But  "  besides"  this  list,  "  there  was  a  great 
*'  deal  of  outfield  and  barren  ground,  on  the  three 
''  farms  of  Gilcomstown,  and  on  the  other  farms  ia  the 
*'  freedom,  feued  out  by  the  town§." 

Abstract 

*  DovgIaf*t  Dcscriptioa  €i  the  EmI  Covrt,  p.  156. 
f  This  was  the  first  artificial  grass  that  was  raised  io  the  fields 
ii^  this  oeighbouihood. 

i  Donglas  p.  157. 
5  Ibid  p.  119. 
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Abstract  of  barren  ground  feued  out  by  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  since  the  year  1747 

Acrtt. 
The  lower  part  of  the  Stocket,  in  thirteen  lots, 

at  59.  per  acre,  supposed  to  contain  about  100 
Moor^  on  the  south  of  Gordon's  mills^  at  58.  per 

acre            -             -             -             -             -  100 
Upper  part  of  the  Stocket,  at  an  average,  at 

2s.  6d.  ditto.            -             -             -             -  192 

Springfield    -             -^            -             -             -  30 

Cairncry,  at  2s.           -             -             -             -  1 4* 

Another  lot  of  ditto,  at  5s.       -            -             -  16 
Barren  ground,  supposed  (e  have  been  on  the 

farms  of  Whitemires  and  Gillahili  -  •50 
To  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  and  Sir  William  John- 
'  ston,  part  of  which  is  planted,  the  rest  unim- 
proved -  -  -  •  -  -  100 
The  large  planted  park  on  the  Stocket  -  82 
Barren  ground  improved  on  the  farms  of  Ferry- 
hill  and  Cooperstown  -  .  -  -  30 
On  the  lands  of  Pitmuckston  -  -  -  20 
On  the  lands  of  Ruthrieston  -  -  -  .  50 
On  the  lands  of  Foresterhill  -  -  -  78 
On  Barkmill  and  Cierkseat  -  -  -  10 
OnWoodside  -  ...  -  40 
On  AuchmuU  -  -  -  -  45 
OnFroghall  -  -  -  -  40 
On  Cotton  -  -  -  -  -  46 
On  Rubislaw,  some  so  high  as  26*.  per  acre      -  180 

Carried  forward,     1223' 

c  On 
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Acrei. 

p»     Brought  forward,       1223 

OnOldraiU    -  -  -  -  -       20 

On  Ha;(lekead  -  -  -  -       60 

.  Total,     1303 

The  improTement  and  extetision  of  the  city  of  Aber- 
deen were  reaenred  for  malern  time^  MariscbaU 
street,  Qoeen-ttreet,  and  many  other  streets,'  have 
leen  but  lately  erected.  Union  and  King  streets 
are  not  yet  finished,  and  many  others  are  tn  a  similaf 
state  (Ist  Angtist,  1811);  bal  if  tbo  spirit  for  buiUiog 
shall  contimie  voabated  for  only  a  few  yeara,  the  area  of 
the  town,  as  presently  lined  ont,  will  nodoobt  bo  filled 
up  with  commedioQS  and  elegant  houses.  Supposing 
the  town  and  suburbs  of  Aberdeen,  exclusive  of  Gil- 
comston,  to  consist  of  fifty- three  streets  and  lanea^ 
thirty-seven  of  these  are  either  new,  or  of  modern 
erection*.  This  calcufaMtion  evinces  the  rapid  increaaa 
ef  Aberdeen  within  these  few  years ;  but  the*  greater 
part  of  these  streets  have  been  planned  since  the  year 
J801. 

An  acl  was  passed,  4th  April,  1800,  "  for  opening 
*'  and  making  two  new  streets  in  the  city  of  Aber- 
*'  deen.''  The  preamble  to  this  act,  sets  forth,  that 
*'  the  principal  avenues  to  the  centrical  parts  of  the 
"  town,  from  the  south  and  north,  are  narrow,  indi* 
'^  recti  and  incommodious/'  In  consequence  of  this 
act.  Union  and  King  streets  were   opened,  and  the 

approaches 

*  It  must  be  obserred,  that  population  hat  act  Increased  ?d 
the  same  proportion. 
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approaches  to  the  centre  of  the  town,  from  the  bridge* 
of  Dee  j»d  Don^  are  now  perfectly  distmct,  which'  wa» 
by  no  means  the  case  before  this  great  impcoTement 
took  place. 

By  this  act,  the  trustees  were  empowered  to  pur« 
chase  from  the  proprietors,  the  houses  and  lands  in  the 
line  of  the  direction  of  these  streets  or  avenue^j  to  the 
extent  of  one  hundred- and  sixty  feel  ia  breadih*  of 
which  sixty  feet  are  to  be  appropriated  for  the  street, 
and  fifty  on  each  side,  for  tlie  areas  of  the  houses. 
The  expense  ef  fnirchasing  the  difierent  properties  of 
these  streets«^the  erection  of  the  bridge  over  the  Ben- 
hern,  aoid  otherwise  following. out  the-  act^-^must  be 
defrayed  from  the  sale  of  the  materials  ef  the  house* 
pulled  down — the  sale  of  areas— and  the  annuikl  pre-' 
ceieds  of  tlie  fctas  granted  ae  steicea  for  utw  bnihiiligs. 

The  magistrates  and  ceoncil,  as  a>  coffporatioQ,  hn^e 
embarked  in  this  undertaking  with  grtet  ardour,  and, 
the  sum  expended  in  purchasing  the  ▼arioua  areas, 
houses,  &c.  necessary  for  this  great  work,  could  only 
be  furnished  ^y  ptedging  the  funds  of  the  comnunity  ; 
and  it  ia  supposed,  that  JLlOOiOOO  sterlings  h&vt  been 
already  expended.  After  the  disbursements,  however, 
ha^e  been  liquidated,  the  overplus,  or  froJU,  mvat  be  . 
paid  by  the  trustees  to  the  treasurer  of  the  town,  for 
the  behoof  of  the  community.  But,  considering  the 
magnitude  of  the  work,  and  the  great  expense  that  has 
been  necessarily  incurred,  it  is  probable,  the  treasurer 
will  iiot  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  much  "  snr^ 
"  plus"  from  the  trustees.  It  would  be  ua&ir^  however, 
c  2  't^ 
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to  estimate  the  value  of  an  improvement  of  this  kind, 
by  the  result  of  a  dull  statement  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor, which  would  neither  correspond  with  that  ardency 
of  mind  which  gave  birth  to  the  mea^ure^  nor^  at  the 
present  day,  answar  any  useful  purpose  to  the  citizens 
of  Aberdeen. 

The  improvement  of  the  town,  by  the  erection 
of  these  streets,  and  the  easy  access  from  the  south 
or  the  north,  to  the  market-place,  are  solid  and  per- 
manent advantages,  not  only  to  Aberdeen  itself,  bot 
to  the  surrounding  country.  The  projector,  there- 
fore, who  suggested  the  plan,  and  those  who  have  ex- 
ecuted It,  are  equally  deserving  of  our  warmest  praise, 
as  having  greatly  contributed  to  the  elegance  of  the 
city  of  Aberdeen. 

The  population  of  the  two  parishes  of  St.  Nicolas 
and  St.  Machar,  which  include  the  city  of  Aberdeen, 
its  suburbs,  and  the  Old  Town,  has  greatly  increased 
since  the  year  1733,  the  amount  then  being  only 
13,730  seals.  But  an  astonishing  increase  has  taken 
place^within  these  ten  years,  as*  evinced  by  the  foU 
JoH'ihg  comparative  list  of  the  number  in  the,  years 
]80l  and  1811. 

1 80 1 .—  S/.  Nicolas'  Parish, — Footdee  Quarter,  S665. 
— Gfeen  Quarter,  2961. — Crooked  Quarter,  3727. — 
Even  Quarter,  3224. — Absentees,  460. — 18,057 

&.  JWcr^ar  contained        -  -  9,911 


27,968 
being  the  total  population  in  the  year  1801,  of  both 
parishes* 

In 
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In  consequence  of  the  late  act  of  parliament,  an  ac- 
count of  the  population  of  Aberdeen  and  St  JVlachar 
has  been  taken  in  the  most  accurate  manner ;  and  the 
author  is  happy  that  he  has  it  in  bis  power  to  present 
to  the  reader,  the  following  statistical  table,  which 
shews  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population  of  Aber- 
deen, since  the  year  J  SOU 


Total  br  Perions» 

5!            •? 

1 

Teimks* 

2* 

8 

Males. 

S          SI 

! 

Att  otber  Parsom.  not  in-  . 
eluded  ia  the  other  two 
Di^ioiM, 

i     s 

S 

in  Trade,  Manufectufes, 
and  Handyerafts. 

i     1 

FamiKet  chiefly  employed                   -;                o^ 
in  Agriculture.                              ^               ^ 

1 

i     1 

Houses  Building.                           j;^               gj               1  g^ 

Inhabited  Houses. 

/  i     1 

1 

93 
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POLICE   ACT. 

The  most  iroportant  improvements  which  have  been 
a^ccomplished  in  Aberdeen,  have  originated  from  the 
police  act.  The  extension  of  a  town  by  new  buildings 
is  a  consequence  that  naturally  follows  the  increase  of 
population  ;  but  it  has  been  generally  questioned,  and 
it  is  yet  problematical,  how  far  it  may  contribute  to 
the  happiness  of  mankind,  to  collect  them  together  in 
great  bodies  within  the  precincts  of  a  city.  It  is  a 
clear  position,  that  the  number  of  people  in  any  state 
must  be  regulated  entirely  by  the  quantity  of  subsist- 
ence, as  the  human  species  will  increase  or  diminish 
according  to  the  abundance  or  deficiency  of  A>od.  If 
the  produce  of  Great  Britain,  therefore,  be  only  ade- 
quate to  the  maintenance  of  its  present  inhabitants^ 
their  happiness  cannot  be  promoted  by  assembling 
them  into  crowded  cities,  w  here  they  are  exposed  to 
dFseases,  arising  from  corrupted  air,  and  to  the  perni- 
cious effects  of  dissipation,  proceeding  from  causes  in- 
cident to  a  milled  society,  and  consequently,  are  sub^ 
jected  to  a  greater  proportion  of  human  misery  than 
they  would  otherwise  be,  if  resident  in  hamlets,  or  al- 
together in  the  country. 

In  a  commercial  nation,  the  conveniency  of  con- 
ducting trade,  has  drawn  great  masses  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  to  pai'iicular  spots ;  and  the  mu- 
tual support  which  the  two  classes  of  merchants  and 
manufacturers  afibi-d  to  each  other,  by  their  combina- 
tion^ and  the  exchange  of  their  commodities,  are  the 

ordinary. 
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oriHnary  causes  whrch  have  produced  overgrown*  ci- 
ties. '  Although  Aherdeen  cannot  be  considered  as  \i 
town  of  the  first  magnitude^  yet  there  is  reason  to  pre* 
suine,  that  it  will  become  so  at  no  distant  period  ;  and 
therefore,  every  measure  which  is  calculated  to  pro* 
mote  the  comfort  of  the  citizens,  by  counteracting  the 
bad  efiects  of  a  crowded  populatioii,  must  be  deemed 
an  improvement  of  the  highest  importance. 

The  original  endowments^  of  all  the  royal  boroughs  * 
of  Scotland^  were  professedly  granted  "  fbr  the 
"  maintenance  of  honesty  and  good  policie/'  as  the 
different  statutes  belonging  to  them  invariably  ,ex-  . 
press;  and  hi  the  language  of  these  institutions,  they 
are  denominated  the  "  common  guid**  of  the  borough: 
But  a  deficiency  of  these  funds,  arising  from  various 
causes,  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Aberdeen  to  submit  to  an  assessment  by  authority  of 
parliament,  fer  obtaining  *'  pavement,  lamps,  and 
"  water.'*^ 

The  object  of  the  police  act  is  sufficiently  ex- 
pressed by  its  title,  being  for  the  "  better  paying^ 
"  lighting,  cleansing,  and  otherwise  improving,  the 
"  streets,  lanes,  and  other  public  passages  of  the  city 
"  of  AsEttDEBN/and  the  roads-and  avenues  within  the 
"  royalty  thereof ;  for  the  better  supplying  the- inha- 
"  bitants  with  fresh  water ;  and  for  removing  and 
"  preventing .  all  obstr4]Ctions*  and  annoyances  within 
"  the  said  city  and  royalty.'* 

This  excellent  act  took  efftct  on  the  1st  dSy  of  June, 
1795;  and  remains  in  force  for  twenty -one  years,  and 
dience  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  parlia* 

ment^ 
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m%nU  The  cxectttion  of  it  hfts  been  wUely  cofiunit- 
Vtd  to  tbirteen  coraaiiflsioncrs,  .being  rosktent  occu- 
pkrs,  and  possessors  of  dwelluig-bouees,  Bhojps,  cellars, 
kc  of  tbe  yearly  reat  of  ten  pounds  sterling,  or  up- 
wards. Eight  of  these  coninissionera  are  biennially 
elected  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  July>  by  the  wbok 
ecenpiera  and  possessors  of  dwelling-houses^  &q.  of  tbc 
rent  of  five  pounds  sterling,  or  upwards,  being,  resi- 
dent within  the  royalty  oi  the  borough*  The  other 
five  commissioneffs  are  nominated  by  the  thirteen  in 
office,  previously  to  the  biennial  election,^  froip  those 
eight  chosen  at  tbe  last  general  meeting ;  so  that  the 
new  board  of  police  consists  of  five  of  the  old  com- 
misioners,  and  eight  new  members^  elected  in  terms  of 
tbe  act. 

The  manner  of  conducting  tbe  election  is  admirable, 
and  worthy  of  i«itati{ui>  wherever  it  is  necessary  to 
collect  the  voice  of  the  people*    Those  qualified  to 
vote,  have  only  to  send  in  to  the  court  on  the  day  of 
election,  a  signed  list,  containing  the  names  of  tbe 
eight  gentlemen  whom  they  wish  to  be  commissioners 
for  the  ensuing  two  years.     These  lists  are  earefiilly 
compared,  and  those  persons  who  have  the  greatest 
number  of  suffrages,  are  accordingly  declared  to  be 
duly  elected.     Hiere  is  neither  noise,  bustle,  nor  con* 
fusion,  while  the  election  is  going  oa^  and  tbe  wbole 
business  is  conducted  with  tbe  greatest  propriety  and 
decorum* 

The  commissioners  of  police  being. thus  appointed, 
Ihey  proceed  to  ful^l.  the  duties  of  their  office,  which 
oompvehend  almost  every  thing  relative  to  the  economy 

ef 
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of  the  town,  without  trenching  on  the  rights  or  juris- 
diction of  the  magistrates  as  a  corporation^  or  on  the 
rights  and  properties  of  indifiduals. '  As  the  objects  of 
the  institution  are  extensive^  the  funds  required  to  ac-> 
tomplish  the  various  improvements  mutt  be  ample,  and 
an  assessment  accordingly  is  levied  from  the  occupiers 
of  dwelling-houses,  shops,  cellars,  and  other  buildings, 
not  exceeding  one  shilling  per  pound  of  annual  rent, 
excepting  the  houses  of  paupers  and  others^  under 
twenty -five  shillings  yearly,  which  are  exempted,  and 
limiting  the  largest  manufacturing  house  to  the  assess-* 
nient  corresponding  to  fifty  pounds  of  annual  rent, 
however  much  it  may  exceed  that  sum  in  the  rent  or 
vnlue. 

In  terms  of  the  act,  an  annual  statement  of  the  ac- 
cottnts  is  made  up,  exhibited,  and  published,  which 
contains  a  clear  exposition  "'of  all  the  monies  receiv- 
'*  cd  and  paid,  by  virtue,  or  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
*'  and  for  what  purposes  the  same  have  been  laid  out, 
*'  paid,  and  expended."  To  this  statement  is  .gene- 
rally prefixed,  an  explanatory  preface,  which  iilus- 
tvates  the  various  items  of  the  accounts,  and  also 
shews  the  necessity  of  the  improvements  already  ac- 
complished, or  of  those  intended  to  be  pursued. 

The  contraction  of  debt  was  unavoidable,  becai^^se 
k  was  found  requisite,  in  order  to  give  eihcacy-to  the 
intention  of  the  bill,  to  expend  a  greater  sum  for  a  few 
years,  than  the  annual  assessment  could  discharge. 
But  that  debt*  has  been  gradually  reduced,  and  at  pre* 
sent  ^30tb  March,  181  i),  amounts  to  no  more  than 

L.35ai 
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L,359 1:0:5  Bter1ing»  inclading  all  unsettled  accounts. 
The  foUowing  abstract  from  tbe  last  report,  will  shew 
the  exact  amoant  of  the  receipt  and  e?^nditure,  by 
the  board*  sinoe  its  estaUishment  in  the  year  1705. 

Aasriurr  Accmrvt  of  the  Rscitrr  and  ExrsNDiTuai 

by  the  CoMMisstonBRS  op  Police^ 

From  June,  1795,  to  $Cth  March,  181  r. 

UCXIPT. 

JL  s;  d. 
To  cash,  amount  receWed  for  assess- 

^  ment     .....  16,184  15  4 

To  cash,  ditto  ditto  for  dung  3,289  O  Oi 
To  cub,  amount  still  due  on  Police 

Bonds 1,000  0  0 

To  ca&h,  amount  due  the  bank         -     1,863  9  5 


Total  Eeccived.^.L.22i637     4     9i 


By  cash  paid,  expeitce  of  obtaining 

Police  Act      ...         *       690     2     ^ 
By  cash  paid  sundries,  repairing  and  " 

paring  streets  -         -         -     4,447   15     0| 

By  cash  paid,  expence  on  the  street 

fctwps    -         •         -        .         .    .7,154  15     Q 


Carried  forward,        L.12»292  13    Oi 
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Brought  forwards     \Q,n2  \$    0{ 
By  cash  paid,  czpence  on  wall*  and  . 

water-ccmrse  -        -       '•        -     12,712    5    Of 
By  cash  paid,  dido  of  bringing  into 

town,   an  additional   supply  of 

irattr,  by  the  new  cast  iron  uNtin 

on  the  higber  coarse        •>        -     2,190  11     S 
By  cash  paid  sundri^a,  interest  -     1,#S5     6    Ol 

By  cash  paid  nindms^  salaries  •*     1,889  14    7 

By  cash  paid,  expenee  of  buitding  tkm 

gunpowdttr  magasine,    and    re- 
pahs      .         .         •        •        .       5^5  10  10 
By  cash  paid  oondries,  for  ground  la* 

ken    to    widen  the  streets  and 

lanes      •.       -        -        -         -       404  15     7 
By  cash  paid  sundry  niiaceDaneooa 

acoountSk  and  petty  charges       *       054     1     Oi 


mmrmm 


Total  E<ig5NWTv»B..-...,.^M^.*-M.22^0D4  J$    2 
Ca4)#  Stance  io  treasurer's  hands^.^.S2    6    Ti 

L.22,637     4     9i 

N.  B.-^Tbe  Vbating  Dete  (iwliiding  JUIS^S  fiH.  ^.,  s# 
above,  dvi9  to  the  han3^  for  wbicl»'(he  direcfiort  fiQPM4er  tli«  is^n- 
SMSMpUfiff,  as  rcpresentativei  of  tl^e  public,  personally  boiui4; 
and  sundry  accounts  unsettled  for  oil^  lamp-globes,  &c.  L.727 
1 1«.),  U  at  this  date,  SOth  April,  1811,        -         L.2,591     0     5 

Besides  ten  bonds,  ^iof  one  hundred  poundt 
each,  to  be  paid  in  five  years    -        •        *  IfiSQ    O    0 

L.3,59l     O    5 


■•■w^ 
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The  utility  of  ibe  board  of  police  is  fully  eTinced, 
by  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  improvements  which 
have  been  eflfected  aince  its  commencement  All  tbe 
streets  have  been  repaired,  and  foot»pavements  have 
been  added,  and  several  haVe  been  entirely  new  pared. 
An  abundant  supply  of  water  has  been  brought  into 
the  town,  which  before  was  extremely  deficient,  so 
mtich  so,  that  the  pipes  scs&rcely  furnisbed  twenty  gal- 
lons per  minute,  while  now  the  supply  exceeds  a  hun- 
dred. The  number  of  the  lamps  has  been  greatly 
increased*;  all  nuisances  have  been  removed;  and 
the  streets  are  regularly  cleaned.  These  are  advan- 
tages which  highly  conduce  4o  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  have  been  4>btaioed,  through 
the  prudent  management  of  the  board,  at  an  expence 
comparatively  trifling.  The  money  collected  from 
the  people,  is  neither  wasted  in  extravagance,  nor 
spent  in  dissipation,  but  is  faithfully  applied  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  intended,  in  the  most  judicious 
and  economical  manner.*—*'  During  the  course  of  four- 
teen years,  no  aid  whatever  has  been  received  from 
tbe  public  funds.  This  is  contrary  to  the  practice  in 
Perth,  Dundee,  and  other  similar  burghs  in  Scotland^ 
where  '  the  common  good'  furnishes  every  article  of 
police,  without  any  assessment  on  tbe  inhabitants. 
But  where,  as  in  Aberdeen,  a  professed  deficiency  in 
the  ordinary  funds,  obliges  tbe  inhabitants  to  submit 
to  an  assessment,  '  the  common  good'  should  not,  in 
reason,  cX^im  a  total  exemption.     The  error  seems  to 

haye 

•  Formerly  108  only  shewed  "  darkness  visible/'  but  now  the 
t«wn  is  illuminated  by  700.. 


HISTORY  OP  ABERDEEN.  S7 

haye  bemi  in  not  obtaining  from  the  public  funds  a 
fixed^  or  average,  sum  annually,  included  in  an  expli- 
cit clause  in  the  act,  instead  of  an  uncertain  or  option- 
al one,  which,  while  it  held  out  a  delusive  hope,  dis- 
appointed all  reasonable  expectation.  This,  however^ 
may,  and  ought  to  be  remedied  in  any  future  applica- 
tion to  parliament,  and  both  reason  and  justice  require 
it  shpuld  be  so  :  for  as  the  direct  and  proper  objects  of 
the  public  funds  ar^  to  furnbh  the  articles  included  in 
the  general  term  Police,  as  explained  in  the  act  of  par- 
liament for  Aberdeen,  so  should  they  supply  a  reason- 
able pn^rtion  of  these^  agreeable  to  their  ability^ 
and  original  destination.  But  there  are  other  consider- 
ations which  press  this  obligation,  connected  with  good 
management,  more  forcibly  on  the  mind.  The  assess- 
ment for  police,  by  a  fixed  rate,  is  not  the  only  muni- 
cipal tax  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen  are 
subjected.  While  they  pay,  for  this  professed  pur- 
pose, one  shilling  in  the  pound,  by  the  same  rule  they 
pay  fourpence  a  pound  for  Commutation  Road  Money  ; 
fourpence  a  pound  for  support  of  a  Bridewell ;  Rogue 
Money ;  the  King's  Subsidy,  and  other  lesser  items ; 
not  less  collectively,  we  believe,  than  two  shillings  in 
the  pound.  These  assessments,  clear  of  all  taxes  to 
the  state,  are  felt  by  an  industrious  population,  and 
furnish  an  irresistible  argument  for  economical  ma- 
nagement, strict  application,  and  a  distinct  and  satis-  . 
factory  exhibition  of  accounts.  It  is  the  least  the 
public  have  a  right  to  look  for  from  those  who  manage 
for  ihem  ;  and  whether  the  obligation  is  tacit,  or  ex- 
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prebsed>  it  is  still  bindiitg  on  M  public  €Z€Ctttors,  wbt) 
act  for  the  community*/' 

Evident  as  are  tbe  advantegeSi  and  eqniiabk  and 
reasonable  as  are  the  priilciples  etk  which  thia  act  was 
establisbedj  ^t  from  tbe  false  notions  of  some  of  the 
gentlemen  tn  the  couhcil  and  magbtracy  at  tbe  time, 
til  is  statute,  fraught  with  so  mMy  benefits  to  the  com^ 
niunity,  was  not  obtained.  Without  a  Bevere  alniggle  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens.  The  contest  originated  fram 
the  reluctance  of  the  knagistrates  and  coancil  to  yield 
the  management  solely  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
should  be  chosen  commisAioners  by  the  inhabitants ; 
and  to  this  Was  joined,  as  an  aggravating  circnmstekice, 
a  demand  for  a  debt  said  to  have  been  incurred  in 
bringing  into  the  town  in  the  year  1707^  a  supply 
of  spring-water,  by  leaden  pipes-^-^maintaining  that 
supply^ — and  improving  the  means  of  furnishing  nMc 
wells  since  that  time,  to  the  year  1 7  94.  Tbk  supply 
was  scanty  and  inadequate,  and  the  fact  was  acknow- 
ledged 

*  In  the  last  aetsien  of  pai-liamefit,  the  town  of  l^enh  obtain- 
ed «  police  Act,  by  which  the  revefioe  of  the  corpd^aCidta  k  in- 
cluded, as  fdrrtiing  a  coD«iderabie  portion  of  the  fund  for  police. 
The  funds  of  the  community,  or  «  common  ^ood**  are  throws 
into,  or  mixed  by  this  act  with  the  common  stock  of  the  funds  of 
police ;  and  the  corporations  of  the  gt^ldrand  artificers'torm,  with 
the  taiagistratcB  andsfovtacil,  a  commht^oti  of  inanageMignt.  That 
is,  each  trade  choies  ite  deacon,  and  sends  him  antrually,  rxapehy 
as  a  member  of  council :  and  one*  of  these  tev^i  deaA>ns  aef8,of 
course,  as  a  magistrate,  6v  trades*  bailie.  The  whole  gaildry 
also  elect  their  dean  annu^Uy  ;  and  the  town-council,  thus  insti- 
tuted, manage  the  combinM  fund  of  the  community  and  assess- 
ikient,  coUectively,  furnishing  out  of  it,  lamps,  pavement,  watch- 
men^ and  constableti 
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hdged  by  both  the  council  and  the  citisens.  But« 
during  the  whole  of  this  period,  the  inhabitants  had 
been  asse^s^  by  the  authority  of  head-courts,  for 
"  water,  paving  the  streets;  and  lighting  the  publrc 
"  lamps/'  and  of  this  assessment,  the  magistrates  ami 
council  bad  the  exclusive  managenieijit.  A  sinking 
fond  for  the  discharge  of  the  ^^Urdebt,  as  it  was  cal- 
led^ had  been  estabUahed  and  inaeased  at  different 
periods  since  the  y6ar  110^  ;  but  aVthough  these  spe- 
cific sums  had  been  regularly  and  annuaUy  paid  into' 
the  treasury  of  Aberdeen,  yet  the  general  balance 
arising  from  the  annual  assessment  had  never  been' 
earned  4o  a^Bcount,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  for  the' 
purpose  of  extinguishing  that  debt.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  not  likely  th|it  a  set  of  intelligent 
men,  who  were  fully  acqi^inted  with  the  principles' 
of  business,  would  suffer  a  demand  of  more  than' 
cfSOOO  sterling,  to  be  drawn,  witliout' investigation, 
from  the  new  fund  of  assessment  to  be  established  by. 
authority  of  parliament.  Ah  inquiry  was  instituted, 
therefore,  which  was  committed  to  gentlemen  .who 
certainly  conducted  it  with  equal  credit  to  themselves, 
and  advantage  to  the  community.  The  result  vraa 
published,  with  a  luminous  preface,  that  explained  tlie 
whole  business  in  the  most  satisfactory  mannejr ;  and 
it  appeared,  that  the  debt,  so  far  from  being  justly  doe 
by  the  citizens,  was  overpaid  by  Several  tkowumd  pdunit  f 
**  In  looking  over  the  statements,''  say  the  citizens 
in  their  preface  (page  2),  "  the  reader  will  observe, 
**  that  no  interest  is  charged  upon  the  balances  of 
*^  laaney  drawn  from  the  eidzens,  t^U  the  yeajr  175Q* 
D  2  "  when 
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"  when  the  debt  preceding  that  period  was  fully  paid, 
**  and  a  balance  remaining,  in  favour  of  the  commu- 
*'  nity,  of  .^^l  :  4  :  8j  ;  and  it  cannot  escape  notice, 
"  that  in  the  year  1785,  to  which  time  the  calcula- 
"  tions  are  brought  down,  upon  the  same  calculation 
**  of  interest  by  which  the  council  have  on  their  part 
"  been  guided,  the  debt  is  overpaid  by  no  less  a  sum 
"  than  ^4849;  16:  li;  and  that  by  the  recapitula- 
"  lion,  page  1 8,  there  has  been  actually  sunk  in  the 
"  treasury  from  1709  to  1785,  a  sum,  exclusive  of  in- 
**'  terest,  amounting  to  L^lDl  :  15:5l.  This  sum 
"  had  been  increasing  with  considerable  variation,  from 
*'  the  commencement  of  the  account;  but  from  1773 
**  till  1779,  both  years  included,  it  had  accumulated 
**  beyond  all  former  precedent,  by  an  increase  in  that 
'•  short  period  of  seven  years,  of  L.1507  :  11:9.^** 
and  finally,  the  whole  sum,  with  interest,  amounted, 
as'stated  before,  to  L.4,849  :  16  :  \\  sterling.   . 

Although  the  citizens  were  willing  to  submit  to  a 
new  assessment  for  the  proposed  improvements,  yet 
they  were  determined  to  resist  the  payment  of  the 
debt  claimed  by  the  magistrates,  as  well  as  the  at* 
tempt  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  electing  the 
board  of  commissioners.  In  consequence  of  this  re* 
solution,  a  committee  of  citizens,  searched  the  records 
for  the  various  ittma  of  the  account  relative  to  the  al- 
ledged  debt,  which  were  published  to  shew  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  and  to  convince  Parliament  and  the 
public,  that  how  much  soever  they  might  be  inclined 
to  furnish  what  was  necessary  for  convenience  and 
comfort^  yet  they  were  resolutely  bent  on  resistance 

to 
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to  cTfiiy  claim  that  mas  not  £ouade<i  in  jaquity,  an4  in. 
ji»i*ce.  They  had  »ao  objection  to  iaiput^  the  differ- 
enoes  in  caloulation  to  an  erroneous  mode  of  keeping 
tiie  jiutrfic  accouttts,  bnttbey  claimed  the  benefit  of 
ibc  OQDMfnQR  njle,  ubat  **  Brmrs  shouW  be  excepted/' 

la  tile  aieantkne»  .these  aaaiujbiers  of  cotmcii  n^ho' 
"woM  jddjmt  /of  jio  relaxatLon  or  nodificattoo  of  the 
obnoxMiu  clauses  i^  .that  police-hitt  whkh  they  had' 
framed,  caa-riod  the  buaiaess  by  petition  into  the  house 
«f  GUHuaoB^  aupportcd  hy  nearly  a  hundred  signa- 
twes ;  which  the  citizens  opposed  by  a  petition,  sub* 
scribed  by  several  thousands.     As  some  of  the  mem- 
■bers  of  {<he  coufwil,  however,  were  averse  4o  the  mea- 
0OK,  and  desirous  ^(hat  $he  business  shquiki  be  settled! 
by  compromise  rathier  4han  ?by  contest,  a  oorrospond- 
i«gjwiati  was  expressed  by  the  delegates  for  the  citi- 
zens, and  an  attempt  aooovdingiy  was  made  to  modify 
the  bill,  '^^ore  it  should  go  into  parliament, 

Mi-.^Avenand  Mr.4aineson,  the.de)egate6fbr4he4nha- 
bitams,  were  invited  to  a  conferwiceirtthe  hpase  of  Mr. 
Allard3^}e,>n  London,  ihe  then  member  for  the  Aber- 
deen district  of  boroughs,  if  or  the  purpose  of  ^settling  4^he 
maater  by  comproinise.  The  '^wo  delegates  froiM '  the 
^own^cpunoil,  Mr.  Carnegie  and  Mr.  Aukljo,  did  not 
appear,  and  this  ha.<Hness,  on  the  par^  of  the  magis- 
iratos,  was  4epft  solely  to  Mr.  Al lardy ce,  who  opened, 
the  conversation  by  saying,  it  was^hU  opinion  .that  the 
^ill  as  it  stoo4,  was  ^unexceptionable,  and  a?  his  in- 
•Uuctions  weife,  to  qarry  it  tbrcmgh  without  altei^ation,. 
fee  wished, ito  save  all  farther  trouble,  that  they  .would 
»&'ee'to  aljow  it  to  pass.  The  deputies  replied,  that 
D  3'  they 
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Ibey  codM  not  help  expressing  extreme  surprise  at  this 
Tcry  strange  and  unexpected  proposal.     They  were 
unwiHing  to  aggravate  circumstances  already  suffi- 
ciently irritating,  by  supposing  that  there  was  a  stu- 
died design  to  insult  their  constituents ;   but  whatever 
might  be  his  opinfon,  or  that  of  the  council,  yet  as  up- 
wards of  three  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen 
liad  said,  in  a  petition  to  parliament,  then  on  the  table 
of  the  house  of  commons,  that  *'  it  was  a  bad  bill/^ 
and  that,  as  they  themselves  entertained  precisely  the 
same  sentiments,  they  could  not,  in  pure  com^aisance, 
and  in  a  matter  of  such  importance,  alter  their  opinion. 
There  were  many  clauses  in  the  bill  of  which  the  in- 
liabitants  approved,  but  none  more  than  that  which 
fixed  the  rate  of  assessment ;  and,  added  they,  "  blot 
*'  out  the  well -debt,  long  since  overpaid,  and  give  the 
''  choice  of  the  commissioners  to  the  inhabitants^   and 
"  they  will  cordially  unite  with  you  in  a  petition  to 
*'  parliament  that  the  bill  may  pass  into  a  law. — To 
"  this  we  pledge  ourselves,  on  the  part  of  the  citizens*" 
Mr.  Allardyce  answered,  that  he  was  sorry  to  say,  he 
had  no  power  to  alter  or  modify,  and  that  as  his.  in- 
structionsT  were  to  press  the  passing  of  the  bill  in  its 
then  shape,  he  hoped  no  blame  would  be  imputed  to 
him  in  resisting  the  wishes  of  the  citizens*. 

Unfortunately 

*  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  the  members  for  Scotch  bo- 
roughs, iiv  general,  consider  themselves  to  be  merely  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  town *8  council,  and.  not  the  representatives  of 
the  citizens  at  large,  which  they  really  ought  to  be,  according  to 
the  coDstitntioD  of  parliament.    This  perversion  of  9entiment  ori- 

Xinat» 
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Ufifortimately  these  very  reasonable  proposals  by 
the  delegates  for  the  citizens,  were  not  acceded  to  by 
the  gentlemen  who  were  sent  to  London  by  the  magis- 
trates and  council ;  and  although  the  bill  was  success- 
fully opposed  in  parliament  during  the  session  of 
17^4>  it  was  attended  with  anexpcnce  to  the  citizens, 
of  L.1000  sterling.  In  the  interval,  however,  betweea. 
that  period  and  the  next  session  of  parliament,  better 
sentiments  prevailed,  and  the  moderation  of  the  majo<»- 
rity  of  the  council  manifested  itself  by  uniting  with 
the  committee  of  the  citizens  in  compromising  the  ob- 
jectionable clauses.  The  claim  for  the  well  debt  was 
relinquished,  and  no  farther  opposition  was  made  to 
the  citizens  having  the  free  election  of  the  commis- 
sioners. 

To  expunge  the  well-debt  was  no  more  than  an  act 
of  material  justice ;  and  there  certainly  was  equity^ 
wisdom,  and  propriety,  in  vesting  the  management  of 
a  fund  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  citizens,  in  a 
body  of  commissioners  chosen  solely  by  themselves^ 
who  were  to  render,  as  they  have  done,  an  exhibition 
of  all  their  transactions  in  an  annual  prinled  account, 
as  well  as  to  give  free  access  to  the  documents  and 
books  on  which  it  is  founded.  The  experience  of 
sixteen  years  proves  the  superior  excellence  of  the 
establishment,  beyond  the  possibility  of  cavil;  during 
which  time,  the  board  have  not  cost  the  public  one 
penny  in  personal  expences. 

The  magistrates  in  every  large  town  have,  in  their 

judicial 
gioatet  from  the  wretched  system  of  horoogh^governmeat,,  and 
the  dHective  mode  of  electing  the  members  of  parliament,. 
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ju^ieiftl  €»pBCily>  ia  Hi€  present  state  ofoscicty,  tuffi^ 
'  cjent  occqpcition  «a  admiaMterkig  juitios,  and  sttppras- 
fttnf  crimes.  In  A(»erdeen>  there  is  no  leai  basiiBess  «f 
this  kmd  than  in  ^her  tewns>  andL  under  every  elr* 
cnmstance,  it  appears  straege^  ihat  the  Biaigistraiie» 
Aottid  hare  cotnted  so  miieh  additianal  tronWe  a& 
nnnrt  natoraHy  arise  from  the  proper  managemeot  «C 
the  ftinds  onder  the  police  act. 

1%us  terminated  a  severe  straggle  hetvnefcn  the  n«- 
^strates  and  the  people,  wbo/by  asserting  their  rights 
and  privrleges,  have  secured  to  themselves  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  cGenomicai  and  well  conduct^  sy«ten& 
of  police.     And  as  this  act  yviA\  expire  4n  a  few  years, 
it  is  to  be  'hoped  that  they  will  take  care  to  renew  it 
with  enlarged  powers*  that  its  usefulness  n\ay  he^till 
fartfcer  extended.— ^Vhile  speaking  of  ifee  police  of 
Aberdeen,  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  remark,  that 
the  inhabitants  hare  severely  fedt  the  want  of  regulen: 
city- watchmen,  and  patroles,  to protecf  their  propei«ty,. 
and  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  town.     The  fands  of 
the  corporation,  under  the  management  of  the  magis- 
trates, it  is  to  be  presumed,  are  competent  to  this  busi- 
ness, without  any  new  assessment  on  the  citissens.  Bot 
if  tbis  shall  really  not  be  the  case,  they  have  only  to 
piiblish  annually  a  statement  of  their  accounts,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  board  of  police,  and  .whioh  indeed  4t  is 
-their  duty  to  do,  and  there  can^be  no  doubt  but  that 
the  good  sense  of  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen  would  in- 
duce them  to  give  liberal  support  to  the  measures  of 
the  magistrates  and  council. 

In.  every  view  of  this  subject,  there  is  mani^fest  pro- 
priety 
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pi  iety  in  leaving  the  whole  of  that  establishment  which 
relates  to  the  public  peace,  and  protection  of  the  com- 
munity at  large — to  the  prevention  and  punishment  of 
crimes,  by  a  vigilant  and  active  police  of  constables 
and  watchmen — under  the  exclusive  management  of  the 
magistracy,  so  as  to  prevent  all  involution,  and  jostling 
of  jurisdiction.  The  erection  of  a  bridewell,  already 
built  on  an  excellent  scale  and  enlarged  plan,  to  the 
expence  of  which  the  inhabitants  contribute  liberally 
by  a  parliamentary  assessment,  renders  the  propriety 
of  this  more  peculiarly  evident;  nor  is^it  less  obvious, 
that  the  management  of  lamps,  pavement,  and  water, 
should  remain  as  it  is,  in  a  board  of  commissioners 
chosen  by  the  inhabitants^ 

HARBOUR. 

The  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  from  being  much  ex- 
posed to  the  north-east  wind,  and  terminating  a  lon^^ 
(ixtent  of  sandy  coast,  is  liable  to  be  blocked  up  to  a 
certain  extent,  or,  in  other  words,  a  bar  is  formed,  that 
prevents  the  entrance  of  ships  of  large  dimensions. 
To  preserve  the  commerce  of  the  town,  the  citizens 
have  been  ever  anxious  to  diminish  the  bar  by  every 
expedient  in  their  power,  and  also  to  render  the  har- 
bour more  commodious,  by  deepening  and  cleansing 
it.      . 

An  act  was  accordingly  obtained  in  1773,  for 
"  deepening,  cleansing,  and  making  more  commodi- 
"  ous,  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen  ;  for  erecting  new 
"  piers  and  quays  therein ;  and  for  regulating  ships 

"  and 
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'*  tfid  resnels  utandtAg  into,  an^  going  out  of,  the  said 
'•  harbow." 

The  magistrates  and  citj-council  for  the  time  being, 
are  appointed  iraatees  lor  piiltii>g  tkb  act  in  oxecu- 
tion>  and  are  empowered  to  collect  certain  addition« 
at  dues  on  all  goods  exported  and  imported^  and  also, 
a  certatn  tonnage  duty  on  aH  ships,  ▼assels»  bodts,  &c.* 
either  going  ont  or  coming  into  the  harbour,  for  ena- 
bling them  to  eflectuate  the  object  of  ihc  act,  wbkH 
remained  in  foree  for  twenty-one  years,  and  thence  to 
the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  parliament. 

In  consequence  of  this  act,  the  new  pier  was  erect- 
ed, which  is  a  noble  monaraent  of  the  spirit,  enter- 
prise, and  opulence  of  the  towijt  In  the  year  1795, 
another  act  was  passed,  "  to  continue  the  term,  and 
"  alter  and  enlarge  the  powers"  of  the  former  act, 
which  states  in  the  preamble,  that  "  considerable 
'*  progress  has  been  made  in  making  the  works,  and 
^  esKcuting  the  powers  by  the  said  act  givon  and 
.'*  granted,  more  particularly,  ia  buiidi^  at  a  great 
'*  expence  a  principal  north  pier  at  the  entrance  of 
''the  said  harbour,  and  other  smaller  piers  adjacent; 
^'  and  sondry  earns  of  money  bare  been  borrowed  and 
"  expended  fsr  those  purposes ;  but  the  said  harboor 
"  and  piers  ci^not  be  kept  in  repair,  nor  many  useliil 
"  and  essential  improvements  in  the  ^id  harbovr  com- 
"  pleted,  unless  the  term  of  the  said  act  be  further  con- 

**  tiflued 


*  Open  boats,  under  twenty  tons,  coming  into  the  harbour, 
sre  exempted,  except  boats  exnptoyed  in  nnloadtog  vetseb  ia  cke 
bay  of  Aberdeen. 
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"  tinned  ttid  eiitftFged^  «Bd  some  alterations  made  in 
"  the  said  act'* 

Under  tli^  a«lbi>rky  of  thb  act,  the  magistrates  hare 
carried  on  va^iotts  operations  with  the  view  to  im- 
^pMe  tlie  'harbonn  B«t  they  thought  it  expedient  to 
^P9^f  ^  a  new  statute  to  enlarge  these  powers,  that 
tbey  Might  accomplish  a  still  more  vxtensire  plan  of 
^Aiprs^eiMht,  which  had  been  suggested  from  the  inef-  , 
ficacy  of  €hcir  attempts  tb  remove  the  bar,  and  also, 
frota  the  want  of  *'  wet  ik>clta>  and  graving,  or  dry 
"  docH'^  which  the  exteaded  trade  of  Aberdeen  now 
reqtiwed 

Th«  preamble  to  this  act  (granted  1 8th  May,  1 8 10)» 
sets  loHh  the  particuiar  object  <si  it,  which  is  to  em- 
power the  magistrates  and  oity -council  to  borrow  a 
Istrger  sum  of  money  than  is  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing aets,  aad  to  increase  the  rates  and  duties  on  ships 
iuid  gooda,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  execute  cer- 
tain improiFeBiento  etchibited  on  a  plan  by  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Telford,  civil  engineer.  They  are  accordingly 
authorised  ^10  make  new  piers,  docks,  and  other  im« 
provements,  m  oorre$pondence  with  Mr.  Telford'a 
map ;  '■  ene  copy  of  whioh  must  he.  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  «h«riff*clerk,  and  another  must  remain  with  the 
magistrates  and  city- council. 

Thiaact  took  -elfeet  on  the  Ut  day  of  July,  1810^ 
and  is  to  continue  for  the  9fyace  of  twenty-one  years^ 
and  Mntil  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The  rate*  of  duty  on  all  goods,  merchandize,  &c. 
loaded  or  unloaded  at  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  is  fixed  at 

thrtp 
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Mretf-pcnce  sterling,  for  every  barrel-bulk;  but  on 
such  commodities  as  are  not  charged  by  the  barrel- 
bulk,  the  rate  chargeable  is  regulated  by  the  table 
subjoined*. — {See  at  the  end  of  this  article  J 

The  tonnage  duty  is  declared  to  be  on  "  all  ships, 
"  vessels,  barks,  boats,  and  lighters,  registered  at  the 

"  port  of  Aberdeen,  one  penny  per  ton." "  AW 

''  ships,  and  other  vessels^  belonging  to  British  sub- 
"  jects,  not  registered  at  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  one 
*'  penny,  and  one-third  part  of  a  penny  per  ton  ;" — 
"  And  all  ships,  and  other  vessels,  belonging  to  aliens, 
'*  or  persons  who  are  not  British  subjects,  and  loading 
"  or  unloading  within  the  said  harbour,  one  shilling 
"  and  twopence  per  ton."  There  is  also  an  anchorage 
duty  of  one  penny  per  ton  charged  on  vessels  which 
enter  the  harbour  cither  by  stress  of  weather,  wind- 
bound,  or  otherwise,  and  not  loading  or  unloading. 

Theae  duties  on  ships  and  goods  constitute  the  fund 
for  accomplishing  the  projected  improvements;  and 
on  the  security  of  them,  the  trustees  are  empowered  to 
borrow  any  sum,  not" exceeding,  at*  any  one  time,  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

That  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen  may  have  some  know- 
ledge  of  the  manner  in  which  so  great  a  sum  may  have 
been  expended,  it  is  enacted,  *'  that  an  account  of  all 
"  the  monies  which  shall  be  borrowed,  and  duties  and 
"  other  funds,  which  shall  be  levied  or  raised  under, 

"  or 


*  This  rate  of  dues  applies  only  tx>  burgesses  of  guild,  and  the 
freemen  of  the  incorporated  trades :  others  must  pay  one-third 
asore. 
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"  or  by  virtue  of  this  act«  and  also  of  all  the  monies 
"  which  shall  be  expeitded  by  the  said  magistrate* 
"  and  cilyrcouacjl  of  Aberdeen/'  in  completing  the 
works,  shall  be  kept  separate  fr(»n  the  other  transac- 
tions of  the  corporation.  The  accounts  must  be  sub- 
mitted at  Michaelmas  yearly*  to  be  audited  and  com- 
pared with  the  vouchers,  to  a  committee  of  seven  per- 
sons, .VIZ.  the  sheriff- depute,  the  convener  of  the 
county,  the  president  of  the  society  of  advocates,  the 
president  of  the  society  of  shipmasters,  the  president 
of  the  police-board,  and  two  burgesses  of  guild.  This 
committee  is  authorised  to  attend  to  the  application  of 
the  money,  and  to  challenge  any  article  of  expendi- 
ture that  it  may  deem  objectionable,  "  which  shall 
^'  not  afterwards  be  brought  forward  in  the  said  ac- 
"  eounts.'' 

This  great  undertaking  excited  much  discussion 
when  first  agitated,  and  the  bill  was  keenly  opposed 
by  a  numerous  and  respectable  body  of  citizens.  The 
h;;avy  rs^te  of  shore-dues  alarmed  many  of  the  mer- 
chants and  ship-owners,  who  seriously  feared  that  a 
lasting  burden  would  be  entailed  upon  tl^e  trade  of 
the  town,  without  the  acccunpltshment  of  any  bene- 
■  ficial  object.  The  known  respectability  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  resisted  the  passing  of  the  act,  sufficiently 
autheriaes  the  conclusion^  that,  in  their  opposition, 
tl]^y.were  actuated  by  the  full  conviction  that  the 
^scheme  was  either  not  expedient,  or  would  provb 
fruitless*  We  cannot  suppose,  that  men  of  sound 
sense,  and  uuimpeachable  character,  would  wantonly  ' 
object  to  a  plan  of  improvem^t  which  they  thought 
E  practicable^ 
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practicable^  and  of  real  utility  to  the  community. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  l>e  admitted,  that  those 
gentlemen  who  compose  the  magistracy  and  council, 
and  also  their  supporters  in  this  measure,  are  not  infe- 
rior either  in  talents  or  in  integrity  to  their  opponents, 
and  in  justice,  they  deserve  equal  credit  for  the  parity 
of  their  principles. 

It  was  to  be  expected,  indeed,  that  a  contrariety  of 
opinion  should  be  entertained  regarding  a  measure  of 
such  magnitude,  and  which  involved  consequences  so 
important.  But  while  both  parties  are  acquitted  of 
any  sinister  motive  as  inflaencing  their  conduct,  it 
roust  be  acknowledged,  that  the  scheme  Is  still  of 
doubtful  result.  The  opinions  of  the  engineers,  Tel- 
ford and  Jessop,  are  the  sole  basis  on  which  the  hopes 
of  those  who  projected  the.  work;»  and  supported  the 
bill,  are  founded.  But  unfortunately,  other  engineers 
uf  equal  eminence,  have  expressed  an  opposite  opinion, 
und  by  a  contradiction  in  evidence,  the  matter  is  left 
in  great  uncertainty,  and  can  only  be  det<H*mined  by 
experiment.  It  is  an  admitted  position,  that  ^he  bar 
may  be  cleared  away  by  a  strong  curnent  of  water, 
bat  the  interior  exertions  are  calculated  to  diminish 
the  quantity  of  water  which  usually  flows  into  the  ba- 
sin, and  therefore,  the  force  of  the  eflux  water,  when 
the  tide  reth-es,  will  beles^ned,  and  consequently,  the 
acting  power  of  the  current  will  be  dinuoisbed.  On 
the  Qther  hand,  it  may  be  argued,  that'  the  contraction 
of  the  water  by  the  extension  of  piers,  will  occasion  a 
stronger  current  than  previously  existed,  so  much  so 
indeed,  as  to  do  mor^  than  counterbalance  any  bad 

effect 
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.  eflect  that  may  arise  from  the  diminution  o^thejqaan* 
tity  of  water  in  the  basin,  and  thus  the  bar  may  be 
removed  to  a  greater  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
rjyer.  But  arguments  were  not  wanting  on  either 
side,  although  extremely  unimportant  in  a  question 
that  can  only  be  determined  by  experiment. 

Although  unanimity  had  prevailed  m  the  town  as 
to  the  expediency  of  the  harbour  improvements,  yet 
there  was  an  unsettled  point  subsisting  between^  the^ 
tnagistiales  and  citizens.  The  mode  of  managing  the^^ 
funds,  became  the  subject  of  contentioiit  ^  Tiie  in- 
"  habitants  opposing  the  bill,  proposed)  that  tlie  ma- 
"  nagement  of  the  funds  to  ^e  raised  for  new  im- 
'*  prdvements,  Should  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  com- 
"  missioners,  of  whom  ttffo-tkfrds  should  be  burgesses^ 
'*  and  one-third  only  of  the  town- council V*  The 
people  of  Aberdeen  had.  etpeHeiicied  the  good  effect  hi 
placing  the  management  of  the  police  into  the  hands 
of  a  committee,  orboard  of  private  citizens ;  and  they 
naturally  wished  to  have  this  great  work  conduct^  in 
a  similar  manner.  But  the  magistFates  strongly  re« 
sisted  thift  reasonable  proposition,  which  was  certainly 
calculated  to  relieve  them  from  nrach  trouble.  But 
whatever  may  hare  been  tbe  motives  which  induced^ 
the  magistrates  to  reject  this  proposal,  they  certainly 
successfully  exerted  themselves  to  retain  tiie  manage- 
ment of  the  funds  in  their  own  bands. 

The  work"  has  already  commenced,  and  is  cafryiti^ 

forward  with  the  greatest  activity;  Which  is  highly  to 

/  E  2  the' 

*  Tspers  relative  to  the  propoted  iinprovemeiitf,  ^c.  p.  invi. 
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Ihe  credit  of  all  concerned  in  the  undertaking ;  dnd 
every  man  who  is  interested  in  tbc  prosperity  of  Aber- 
deen roust  wish  It  success.  The  gitindeur  of  the  whole 
plan  of  **  harbour  improTetnents''  naturally  prepos- 
seses  the  mmd  in  its  favour,  and  as  it  is  sanctioned  by 
the  skill  and  experience  of  at  least  two  professional 
and  scieRtific  men,  there  is  strong  reason  to  presume^ 
that  it  win  ultiinately  meet  the  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  projectors^  and  that  this  city  will  bare  great  cause 
to  bestow  commendation  on  those  who  iiave  promoted 
the  measure. 


Schedule  of  the  rate  of  Dues  on  Goods  not  charge- 
able by  th«  Barrel'bulk. 

Limb  and  coals>  per  chalder 

Beer,  malt,  oats,  wheat,  rye,  and  all  other 
kinds  of  grain,  per  chalder 

Salt,  per  20  bolls  .... 

Onions  and  apples  in  b6lk,  per  four  bushels 

Bark»  per  cbahler         .... 

Meal,  per  ditto  -  -  - 
The  above  articles^  which  were  former- 
ly liable  in  payment,  either  in  syce 
boHs,  or  Saint  Nicholas  metts,  are  to 
pay  in  place  thereof,  daring  Uie  con- 
tinuance of  this  acly  as  follows  (be-  . 
sides  the  above  shore  dues). 

Lime,  per  boll^  two-fifths  of  a  penny. 

Coals,  per  boll     --         -         -         -00    Oi 

Beao 


L. 

s. 

rf. 

0 

0 

s 

0 

I 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4f 

0 

1 

4 

0 

I 

0 

Bear,-,nis^,  oats,  wheat,  rye,  and  all  otber 
kjiidaof graio,  per  boll,  twothirdls  of 
apenjijr.  -         ♦ 

Silt,  per  boll  -  .  .  .  -00  1 
Onions  and  ;4)ples,  per  four  bittbtls  -  0  0  S 
Bark,  per  boll  -  .  .  .  .  O  0  | 
Meal,  per  boll,  two-tUfda  4>f «  penny. 
Pantiles,  per  1 000  --  .  .  .  O  i  o 
Brickau  per  i€00  •         .         .         •006 

Iron,  per  to»       -         .  -       .         »         -     0  •   1     C 
Salmon  andlierring  barrals,  empty,  per 

32  gallons  English  .         .         «    O    0     If 

Salni9n  barrels  packed,  and  herring  bamlt 
packed  with  pork,  beef,  or  fish,  per  ditto 
<iitto       .         .         -         .        -        -    0    0    3 
Slates,  per  >000  -         -        -         .        -014. 
AH  (stones  except  as  under)  per  L.  100 
sterling  of  the  ▼aloe  at  shipping  and 
unshipping      -        .        -        .        .300 
Causeway  or  carriageway  sumes^  per  ton 

(except  pebble  stones),      .         .        -     0    0     St 
Causeway  pebble  stones,  per  ton    •        -    a    0     2 
Pafement,  crib,  and  building  stones,  per 

*Ott -    0    0    5 

Foreign  grave  stones,  each    -        -        -    0    9    o 
Scots  do.  each     -        -         -    ,    -        *    0    0    0     < 
Grind  stones,  perton^-        •        ..     *0    0*0 
Turin,  or  other  flag  stones,  per  20  square 

^««i -    0     0     4 

K*  Mill 
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3dai  ftoDef»  each  -  -  -  -020 
Wald,  per  last  of  1000  weight  -  -  0  3  0 
Honu  in  bulk,  per  1000  -  -  -018 
Plaister  hair,  per  ton-  •  ---034 
Ox;  cow«  and  hone  hid^  in  the  hair^ 

whether  wet  or  dry,  each  -        -        -     O     0     0{ 
Scrowt  of  ox  and.  cow^  or  other  hidet^  per 

ton         -        -        -        -        -        -040 

Potters  clay  and  fire  clay,  and  dung,  per 

ton         -         -         -        -.---004 
Coopers  stavef»  five  per  cent,  of-the  yaloe, 

as  hitherto  in  use  to.  be  ascertained 

lyiihin  the  harbour. 
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......  *   #  «    « 

Having  concisely  stated  the  different  acts  for  the 
improrement  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  it  may  be  pro- 
per; in  this  place,  to  take  notice  of  theprinctpal  build^ 
ings  erected;  either  for  public  use,  or  for  the  purposes 
of  humanity,  with  a  brief  view' of  the  nature  of  th» 
charitable  institutions.. 

Ti§iank^mm^Jhiwn,-and'Ikh^^  form 

one  building,  situated  on  the  West  side  of  Castle- 
street;.  The  town-house  is  the  west  wing ;  the  ma- 
son-lodge, the  east ;.  and  an.  old  square  tower  in  the 
centie,  contsuns  the  prisons.    The  fronts  of  the  wings 

are; 


50  HISTORY  OF  ABBftDIIV.' 

are  ttoiform.  The  battlement  of  the  tower  is  fiftj 
feet  above  the  street,  and  an  elegant  ftpire  rises  nearly 
seventy  feet  more^  which  is  covered  with  lead«  and  or- 
namented. The  weathercock  is  exactly  120  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  street*.  The  groond-fiat  of  the 
town-house  is  let  lor  shops.  In  the  first  storey  there  is 
a  large  room,  where  the  magistrates  and  council  hold 
their  meetings,  and  also  the  clerks'  chamber  }  and  ad- 
joining to  the  tower,  there  is  another  room,  where  one 
of  the  bailies  sits  to  try  petty  differences,  and  here  also, 
the  jasticiary-coart  is  held  twice  a-year.  In  the  se- 
cond storey,  is  the  town-hall,  which  is  a  well  propor- 
tioned room,  forty-six  feet  eight  inches  long,  twenty- 
nine  feet  broad,  and  eighteen  feet  high  in  the  roof. 
In  the  garret»storey  is  the  armoury  of  the  town,  con- 
taining three  to  four  hundred  muskets.  In  this  place, 
is  deposited  the  flag-staff  of  the  colours  which  the 
town's  men  displayed  at  the4>a4tle  of  Harlaw  in  141 1, 
where  provost  Davidson  was  killed.  The  bridle  and 
cruper  of  his  horse,  in  that  engagement*^  are  ake  exhi- 
bited to  the  lovers  of  relicks,  with  a  horseman's  coat 
of  mail,  and  the  heading  part  of  the  Scotish  guillotine, 
better  known  by  the  name  of  the  maiden,  whi^h  con* 
stitute  the  whole  of  the  curious  articles  in  the  armoury 
of  Aberdeen. 

The  town-records,  and  the  clerk's  registers,  are  kept 
ill  a  small  but  neat.  rocM  .a|)«ve  iht  galM?y«  in  jthe 
west  wiiy  of  the,buildiiigt» 

.The 

*  •  Dougtas's  Deteription,  p.  94." 
'  t  ^▼•ry  thing  as  titti  oflice  i^arrsnge^in  iht  mm/t  ditKoDtt 
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The  mason- lodge  is  occupied  as  a  tayern,  or  hotel, 
and  is  presently  possessed  by  Mr.  C]eugh,  who  keeps  it 
in  a  stile  of  elegance  exceeded  by  none  in  the  king- 
dom :  at  the  same  time,  his  charges  for  entertainment 
are  as  moderate  as  anywhere  else  in  Scotland. 

The  prisons  in  the  square  tower,  are  wretched  vaults. 
The  best  apartchenty  called  the  "  Burgher's  Room/'  is 
onlyahirteen  feet  and  a  h^lf  by  eleven,  and  it  fi^- 
quently  contains  eight  or  ten  unfortunate  men.  It  is 
a  heavy  reproach  to  the  mhabitants  of  this  city  that 
they  have  not  long  ago  built  decent  places  for. the  ac- 
commodation of  those  of  their  fellow  men  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  deprived  of  their  liberty,  espe* 
cially  when  they  have  expended  so  much  money  in 
M'orks  of  ornament  and  gi*ahdeur.  The  feelings  of 
hyimanity  ought  to  precede  the  passion  of  vanity,  and 
utility  is  of  more  importance  than  shew  or  splendour. 
— It  is,  hovrever,  in  agitation  to  remove  this  grievance 
by  the  erection  of  new  prisons,  which  will  no  doubt  be 
built  and  fitted  up  in  a  manner  corresponding  to  the 
other  great  improvements  which  have  taken  place  in 
Aberdeen. 

Cross  and  JBrcAange.— These  are  situated  opposite 
to  the  town-house.     "  The  first  is  a  sexagon  stone 

"  building, 

manner.  The  difTerent  sorts  of  deeds  are  lodged  in  teparaii 
presses,  which  are  locked;  and  any  man,  with  the  assirtanca  of 
<he  key,  unless  he  weae  blindy  caqi  have  op  difficulty  in  finding 
^7  PS|^«  he  nay  wavit,.as  the  press^  are  distinguished  by  the 
appropriate  nam^s  of  their  conteofs^  which  are  all  rightly  spelled^ 
sod  in  legible  characters. 
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''  building,  twenty -one  yards  in  circamference  at  top, 
"  and  seventeen  feet  high  in  the' walls,  which  projeci 
"  a  little  for  about  four  feet  downwards.  Under  this 
**  circular  projectioni  the  wall  has  mock  arches  and 
''  pilasters^  from  which  rise  a  row  of  handsome  Ionic 
*'  cobimnsy  on  an  Attic  base ^/'  It  is  arched  at  the  top 
three  feet  nine  inches  lo%vier  than  the  side  walls.  From 
the  centre  springs  a  Corintluao  dolamn  twelve  feet  six 
inches  high,  which  has  an  aalcorn-rampant  at  topf. 
John  Montgomery,  a  couatry  mason,,  was  the  archi- 
tect of  this  work,  which  he  botlt  in  the  year  1686,  and 
for  which  he  received  a  hundred  pounds,  sterling,  free 
of  carriages:^.  This  erection  is  neither  useful  nor  or- 
namental. 

The  exchange  is  a  pavement  of  granite,..  squareJ 
and  smoothed,  eighty-four  feet  in  length,  and  firty- 
seven  in  breadth,  raised  two  steps  above  the  street,  aod 
terminated  on  the  east  by  the  cross^.  This  piece  of 
pavement  was  laid  by  order  of  the  magistrates,  in  the 
year  \75\  i  and  it  was  formerly  the  geiieral  place  of 
resort  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  town ;  but  it  ha^  long 
ceased  to  be  a  rendezvous  for  the  genteelet  people,  and 
is  now  principally  occupied  by  sailors  and  soldiersjl. 

Aberdeoi 

•  DoagUs,  p.  93.  f  Ibid.  I 

\  iWd.  p.  94.  **  5  tbid.    ' 

I  Th«  fiuhixNiafala  rtMrt  now,  it  the  ^vtONat  'oo-  the  «Mt  ef- 
tremicy  of  the  kit  fide^  Unioii-itreet,  vriiere  the  jgentJeBieB  of 
the  leiWB  -eaiimble  for  cqiiv«^tieD»  end  have,  sbo  Uie  op^ortu- 
fiity  ol  readtpg  the  Iklet  of  aew  pobltcatioot  in  the  ihop  of  a 
bookieller. . 


) 
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Aberdeen  Bank, — Thia  is  a  very  handsome  buildings 
from  a  plan  by  Mr.  James  Born*  architect  ia  Had- 
dington^  9nd  was  erected  about  twelve  years  ago.  It 
h  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Castle-street,  opposite 
to  the  croos. 

Record  Qfice. — ^At  the  east  extremity  of  the  street 
is  the  register  office,  which  was  erected  by  sobscrip- 
tion.  It.  is  a  plain  buildings  and  althotigh  convenient 
eiuMigh  for  the  purpose  for  which  .it  was  intended,  it 
possesses  nothing  ornamental  to  recommend  it  to  the 
notice  of  Ihe  sti:anger.  .  *     ' 

Poem's  HoepUai. — ^  Behind  the  town-house  ther*  is 
a  large  building  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  the 
aged  poor,  io  which  also  many  destitute  children  are 
maintained  and  educated/'  This  excellent  institution 
is  supported  by  funds  allocated  by  the  town-council 
and  church-session,  by  voluntary  donations,  and  quar*- 
terly  collections  at  the  doors  of  the  churches  and 
meeting-houses.  "   ^ 

Marischal  College — is  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
Broad- street,  with  a  large  area  before  it  It  consists 
of  a  principal  building,  and  two  wings  at  right  angles. 
It  was  partly  built  in  the  former  century,  and  partly  ia 
the  last.  The  new  building  forms  the  east  wing,  and 
on  the  ground*  floor  has  the  private  schools  for  the  se- 
vera^ classes,  except  the  Greek  chws,  which  meets  in 
the  west  wing.  The  two  upper  storeys  are  occupied 
as  dwelling-houses,  by  the  two  senior  professors.    The 

ground- 


60  HISTORT  or  ABltDlEH. 

grouod-floor  of  the  centre  pari  of  the  bailding,  is  the 
public  school ;  and  on  the  first  floor  is  the  common  hall; 
•e?enty-ntne  feet  long,  twenty-two  broad,  'cmd  foar- 
teen  feet  high  in  the  roof/  Above  this  hall  is  the 
public  library »  which '  contains  a  great  collection  of 
books,  arranged  according  to  the  subjects  of  which 
Uiey  treat.  In  the  west  end  of  the  building  are  the 
common  stair-case,  the  lobby  to  the  hall,  the  apart* 
ment  where  the  theological  class  is  taught,  and  lodg- 
ings for  one  of  the  professors. 

'Grammar  School, — This  useful  seminary  is  situated 
in  "  School-hill,"  west  from  St.  Nicholas'  church.  It 
is  a  neat  modem  building,  of  one  storey,  forming  three 
sides  of  a  square,  with  an  inclosed  area.  The  school 
is  under  the  direction  of  a  rector,  and  three  assistant 
teachers.  The  fees  paid  by  scholars  are  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence  per  .quarter';  and  the  number  of 
boys  generally  attending  this  school  amount  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  who  are  divided  into  five  classes. 
The  teacher  who  begins  the  first  class  carries  them  on 
for  three  years,  when  they,  enter  the  fourth  class, 
which,  with  the  fifCb,  is  under  the  immediate  tuition  of 
the  redtor.  All  the  gen^men^are  excellent  teaebers, 
and  to  the  honour.of  one  of  the  masters*,  a  hundred  boys 
entered. to  his  class  when  he  opened  it  last  autumn. 

There  are  large  endowments  for  ihe  support  of  the  , 
teachers  of  this  seminary ;  but  by  some  means  or 
other,  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  possession  of 
them :"  and  their  salaries  nffe  trifling,  or,  at  any  rate, 

far 
•  Mr.  NicQi. 
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far  from  being  a  sufikieat  remwif  ration  for  the  trouble 
they  bestow^  or  an  adequate  compensation  for  tbe  va- 
lue of  the  inetnictioii  they  coenmanica^* 

The  folKowing  uiformatAon  is  all  that  the  author  has 
had  it  in  his  powei:  to  collect^  r^hitive  to  tbe  extent  and 
aj:^iication  of  the  endowments  trhieh  bare  been  made 
to  this  seminary. 

Abowt  the  year  H14«  Dr.  Cargil  nwnifiei  to  the 
grauimar- school  of  Aberdeeni  1000  merka.  Dr.  Pa- 
trick Dun  aUo  mortified  500  merks  for  the  aqpport  of 
a  doctor  in  the  school.  Bat  this  gentleman  bei^towed 
a  munificent  grant>  and  on  the  16th  Aprils  1634>  mor» 
tified  the  lands  qf  Ferry -hill,  fpb  the  maintenance.  '*  al« 
*'  lenarly"  of  four  masters^  appointing  the  yi^arly  rent 
to  be  laid  out  on  interest,  yntil  it  should  accumulate  to 
8uch  a  sum  as  would  purchase  land  of  the  annual  value  ' 
of  600  merks ;  and  thiB  magistrates  were  nominated 
trustees  for  the  management  of  this  fund  after  his  de- 
mise. 

Aocordingly,  Dr.  Dun's  executors,  15th  January^ 
1653,  delivered  to  the  magistrates  the  writs  relative  to 
Ferry-bjlU  and  also  a  bond  for  IQOO  merks^  which, 
with  that  year's  rent  of  Ferry -hill,  made,  with  interest 
at  six  per  cent,  1660  merks  j  so  that  the  magistrates 
had  now  received  for"  the  benefit  of  the  grammar- 
school,  in  all  3160merk%  exclusive  of  the  lands  of 
Ferry-hill.  . 

In  the  year  1666,  the  inagistrates  declared  tbe  mor-> 

tification  to  have  accretced  to  the  sum  required  by  the 

deed  for  accomplishing  Dr.  Dun's  intentions,  thai  is  to 

s^y>  to  have  amounted  to  as  much  as  would  purchase 

'  F  lands 
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]anils^  producing  600  meilcs  annoaYIy.  They  did  not, 
iiinvevcr,  at  that  time,  invest  it  in  UndecVproperty,  bat 
lent  out  the  money  chiefly  to  the  members  of  the  cor* 
jiuration,  such  as  provost  Gray,  P.  PetrieofPortlethen, 
bailies  Alexander,  Robert  and  George  Meli^ll,  and 
J.  Anderson,  who  all  became  insolvenL  But  there 
still  remained,  in  1666,  of  money  lent  on  interest 
TOjil  merks,  according  to  a  statement  made  up  at 
^Michaelmas  that  year,  and  3442  merks  in  the  hands 
of  the  master  of  mortifications,  not  bearing  interest ; 
so  that  the  fund  still  amounted  to  10,496i  merks. 

In  the  year  1677,  the  magistrates  bought  the  lands 
of  Gilcomston  for  L.  1 7,666:  13  :  4  ScoU,  or  L..1472 
4s.  5d.  sterling ;  and  the  funds  belonging  t^  the  mas- 
ters of  the  grammar-school  were  invested  in  this  pur- 
chase, in  teitns  of  Dr.  Don's  mortification,  as  declared 
by  act  of  council,  dated  the  3 1  st  July,  1 678. 

It  appears  that  the  funds  of  some  other  mortifications 
had  been- added  to  Dr.  Dun's,  to  enable  the  magistrates 
to  purchase  the  lands  of.  Gilcomston,  and  the  disposi- 
tion was  granted  to  the  master  of  mortifications ;  but 
ihe  magistrates  wished  to  make  a  transfer  from  hinoi  to 
the  town's  treasurer,  that  the  property  might  be  vest- 
ed in  the  corporation.  I^  was  therefon;  enacted  by  the 
council,  28th  May,  1679,  tkat^the  disposition  ot  the 
lands  of  Gilcomston  should  be  in  the  treasurer's  name 
for  the  town's  behoof ;  that  the  dis|psition  granted  by 
Pitfoddles  (from  whom  the  lands  were  bought)  U>  the 
master  of  morttficatiops,  should  be  cancelled,  and  one 
made  out  in  favour  of  the  town's  treasurer,  he  giving 

security 
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security  for  the*  sums  advanced  by  the  master  of  mor" 
tifieatiops.    ^ 

It  woukl  not  be  easy  at  this  distance  of  time  to  dh^ 
coyer  the  real  motives  Mfhich  induced  the  magTstrates 
to  ord^r  this  transference;  but  it  ts  presumable,  that 
the  lands  of  Gilcomston  had  been  thought  an  advanta« 
geous  b^rgi&in>  and  tbtit  it  would  be  as  well  the  profib 
shottldvgo  into  tlA;  town's  treasury  as  into  the  pockets 
of  the  masters  of  the  grammar-school.  By  this  trans* 
action,  fiowever.  Dr.  Dun's  confidence  was  abused,  ami 
the  masters  were  the  Sufferers. 

The  lands  of  "Ferry-hill  were  held  m  lease  from  llicr 
year  1630  to  1750,  at  the  annual  rent  of  600  mcrUs  ; 
btil  tliejpsagistrates  bought  up  the  lease  for  an  dnnuitr 
to  the  tenant  of  L.60.  staling,  during  his  life,  whicft 
was  paid  only  for  ono  or  two  years.  Previously  to  the 
year  1754,  the  lands  of  Fcrry-hiU  were  all  feucd  oot 
at  L.164r  sterling  annually,  besides  a  grassum,  or  ptir-' 
chase-prlee,  amounting  to  L.977  sterling.  At  thfs 
time,  the  town Vtreasurcr  was  owing,  by  bond,  to  the 
mortiiieation,  L.5i28  Scots,  or  L.427  :  7  :  2J  sterling.' 
The  account,  therefore,  ai  this  time,  between  ihc 
masters  of  the  school,  and  the  magistrates,  seems  to  have 
stood  thus,  viz.  L.  1 404  :  7  :  2  sterling,  in  the  treasurer's 
hands,  which  at  five  per  cent,  produced  annually  L.70 
4s.  To  this  must  be  added,  the  feu-duty  of  Ferry-hill, 
L.164  sterling,  jnaking  in  all  L.23i^  4s.  sterling  year- 
ly, to  which  the  masters  were  justly  entitled. 

About  the  year  1753,  the  masters  of  the  grammar- 
school  applied  to  the  magistrates  for  an  augmentation 
of  their  salaries,  by  petition,  on  which  a  deliverance 
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was  gifca  to  the  ibUov^ing  efiect :  *'  The  coancll  bar- 
"  ing  again  considered  the  petition  of  tke  masters  of 
"  the  grammar^sritool,  agree,  that  the  head  master 
"  shall  be  augmented  400  mertn,  and  each  of  the 
**  under  masters  200  mefks^  l^hich  «Qms  ^lai^  be  in 
"  fall  of  all  they  can  or  er^r  shall  ask  of  salary  durmg 
"  their  iacambeficy/'  As  this  oKr  woa  not  agreeable 
to  the  masters,  they  raiewed  their  petitions,  ^leo  it 
was  finally  0«ttle4  between  them  and  the  magistrates, 
that  the  matter  sho«M  ba  referred  toartntersT  Accord- 
ingly a  decreet- arbitral  was  pronounced  as  follows: 
"  We,  &c.  bating,  According  to  the  power  guren  us 
''  by  said  submission,  met  witk  the  parties  sabmitterst 
'*  and  haying  heard,  seen,  and  considered,  dn  i^Iaim 
"  made  by  the  said  masters^  for  en  aagmentation  of 
"  thiir  salaries,  and  likewise  the  answer  made  to  the 
"  foresaid  cUim,  with  Dr.  Dan's  deed  of  mortification, 
"with  the  claim  made  by  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen 
"  (br  monies  ad?enced  by  former  treasurers  for  ma- 
"  king  the  'doctor's  salaries,  when  the  mortification 
"  could  not  beai^  the  same,  ^.*-^do^  in  one  voice, 
/^  pronounce  our  decree t^arbitttl,  m  ouinner  follow- 
"ing; 

"  We  find,  that  from  add  after  the  death  of  William 
^'  Moir,  the  masters  are  entitled  to  L.100S  Scots,  or 
**  L-l^i  sterling,  which  sum  we  find  to  be  the  free 
"  fea-dotiesof  Ferry- hill  yearly,  in  full  of  ail  they 
*'  can  lay.  claii;u  to  during  their  incumbencies. 

'^  Item:  In  regard  that  for  many  years  past,  the 
^  treasurers  in  Aberdeeci  have  been  obliged  to  pay  to 
^*  the  doctors  of  said  school,  pait  of  their  salaries,  be* 

"  cause 
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'*  cause  the  moHificatton  was  not  in  a  condition  to  an- 
"  swer  the  same:  therefore,  in  recompense  for  the 
"  same,  we  ordain  the  bond  granted  by  the  treasurer 
"  for  L.5 1*28  Scots  (L.427  : 7  ;  2^  sterling),  to  be  can- 
*'  ceUed  and  extinguished, 

"  it€^rWefind,  that  the  bail  other  funds  bo- 
"  longing  te  the  mortification,  ought  to  be  reserviil 
**  by  th<5  magistrates,  as  patrons,  to  be  by  them  ap- 
"  plied  to  the  building  a convenierU  school- house,  and  Ici* 
"  a  fund  for  supporting  the  same  in  the  first  place,  aoil 
"  afterward*,  for  defraying  the  expences  of  manage - 
"  ment,  and  making  up  to  the  masters  d^/kiena'es  (it^ 
"  said  feu-duties, 

"  Item  :"  W^  find,  that  whin  any  casualties  happen. 
"  by  entPy  of  vassals,  either  as  heirs,  or  singular  suc- 
'^  cessors,  these  ought  to  be  applied  by  the  magistralis. 
*'  for  indemnifying  them  for  any piC' advances  oi  tho 
"  said  masters  additional  salaries,  or  otherwise.-'— A ii;l 
"  this  we  declare  to  be  our  decreet- arbitral/' 

It  evidently  appears  from-  the  whole  of  the  abov^ 
statement,  that  Dr.  Dun's  intentions  had  not  been  fuU 
filled  by  the  magistrates,  and  that  his  mortificiation  hat 
been  improperly  applied.  When- theMands  of  Gi!«- 
comstdn  were  pwchased  by-Dr.  Dun's  money,  and  ih^j 
disposition  taken  in  the  name  of  the  niasier  of  mortifU 
cations>  these  lands  became  the  property  of  the  doc- 
tors of  the  school,  in  terms  of  Dr,-Dun's  deed  of  set- 
tlement, and  were  therefore  inalienable.  It  was  high- 
ly improper,  if  not  unwarrantable,  to  assign  the  lauds 
of  Gilcomston  to  the  treasurer  of  the  town,  and  thus  U) 
constitute  the  mortification  only  a  personal  dcbtaga'uot 
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the  corporation.  It  was  a  direct  infriilgoBaent  of  the 
deed,  and  it  also  deprived  tbe  Blasters  of  any  aif?aD- 
ta^e  of  the  Vise  of  landed  property. 

The  arbiters  seem  lo  hare  established  a  new  mle  for  ' 
the  application  of  the  funds,  and  to  hare  taken  no  no* 
tice  of  the  anfbir  transference  of  GUcomston,  tbe  in- 
creased value  of  which,  since  the  year  1679,  ought  to 
have  been  stated  in  opposition  to  the  magistrateR* 
claims  for  advances,  which  were  partly  made  pre- 
vjoQsly  to  the  existence  of  the  mortification. 

As  a  corporation  never  dies,  and  Dr.  Dun's  settle- 
ment still  renmins  in  Ibll  force,  the  masters  of  the 
grammar-school,  in  justice,  and  probably,  in  laiv,  may 
claim  the  lands  of  Gilcomston  as  a  matter  of  right. 
At  any  rate,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  tbey  are 
entitled  to  the  fall  proceeds  of  the  funds  without  de- 
duction, as  the  deed  expressly  declares  the  morrtifica- 
tion  to  be  for  the  nialnienance  of  the'fbur  masters. 

Dr.  Dun  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  and  principal 
of  MafischaL  College.  The  deed  of  conveyance  is  en- 
titled, "  MortiEcatton,  Doctour  Patrick  Dune,  of  tbe 
*'  lands  of  Ferriebill'  to  tbe  toune  of  Aberdeine,  for 
"  mantenance  of  four  masters  to  ther  grammar-school, 
'*  16lh  April],  1G34.''  On  this  day,  the  doctor  ap- 
peared before  the  provost,  baiiies,  and  council  of  the 
borough,  and  gave  into  their  bands  a  copy  of  bis  deed 
of  mortification,  extracted  "fiom  the  records  of  the  lords 
of  session,  in  which  it  had  been  registered  on  tho  18th 
July,  103  3.  He  requested  that  itmiglit  be  recorded  in  tbe 
town's  books,  '•  therein  to  remain,  udfuiuram  rdmemih 
*'  riam;'*  and  it  was  accepted  accordingly, with  expres- 

^  sions 
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8vbm  t)f  thaoibs  by  the  magistrates  andicooaoil.  In  such 
d^»^  there  are  always  specific  regulations  laid  down 
fw  tlw  mfuiageineDt^nd  applicaUon  of  the  fund»  whii:h 
bec<mie  Inndhig  with  all  the  force  of  an  entail,  or,  ia 
other  words,  the  obligations  most  be  strictly  folftlled. 

Ia  this  deed>  the  conditions  aire  particnlarly  narrated^ 
and  the  application  of  the  fiiad  is  distinctly  declared> 
so  that  no  man  of  common  sense  could  mistake  it» 
meaning.-^''  And  now,''  says  Dr.  Dun,  "  becaus  I 
"  ame  folly  resoWed  anent  ^eformt  and  manner  of  the 
"  mortifying  of  the  -saids  lands  and  teinds,''  meaning 
Ferriehiil,  "  and  to  what  partmdar  use  the  samea 
*'  shaH  be  raorttfied  and  desttnat ;  therefore  I,  by  th?r' 
"  presents  declare,  and  mak  manifest  and  knowne  my 
"  will  theraanentv  io  be  fbr  ntamtenance  qf  four  mais* 
"  ta^  within  the  grfetmmar-schooi  olf  the  said  burgh  of 
'*  iy>erdeen>  perpetoaUiie in  all  time  cumeifig/in  form> 
*'  snbstaace,  and  efTecty  after- fid  lowing,  •and  upon  the 
"  conditions^  provisions^  And  limitatious  underv^rittcn> 
"  and  no  aikerwiae^'* 

The  purpose  of  this  mortification  is  also  farther  de- 
clarisd  by  the  following  passage,  ^iz.  "  To  tibe  honour 
"  of  Al-migbty  Goo,  and  for  the  benefit  of  kirk  and 
"  commonwealth,  wit  ye  me  to  hatve  freely  giiren. 
"  granted,  destinnt,  and  perpetuallie  mortified,  to  the 
**  proirosty  bailies,  council^  and  communitie  thereof,  in 
"  all  time  earning,  and  to  their  successors,  provost, 
"  bailies,  councM,  and  communitie,  for  tnaiiUenanee^qf 
*'  the  said  four  vMseeri  of  the  pfamnutr-sdiool,  in  man* 

"  ner 
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'^  ner^and  upoathe  conditions  underwrltten^-ofifiuir^, 
"  and  no  otlierww :  All  and  haill^  the  foresaid  toWnes 
"  and  lands  of  Ferriehill,  with/'  8iC.  &c.  &c.* ;  which 
arc  accordingly  conveyed  to  the  **  provost,  bailies, 
"  and  council!  of  the  said  burgh  for  ever,  to  the  use, 
'.'  and  for  mantenance  and  enter tainnent  of  four  mas- 
''  ters  within  the  grammar-school  of  the  said  burgh  of 
"  Aberdeine,  perpetual! ie,  in  all  time  cumeing,  pro- 
"  portionallie  amongst  them,  ivUh  the  conduians,  pro- 
"  I  mom,  and  limitations,  as  is  qfter  mentioned,  and  no 
"  otherwaj/s/*  viz.  *'  I  ordaync  the  yeirlie  duetie  of 
^  ttiese  lands,  milne,  and  others»  to  be  uplifted  and 
*^  laid  upon  hznk  ay  and  whiU  tfie'same grow  andiuxresce 
^  to  such  ane  sume  qf  money  as  may  buy  and  conquiesi  so 
**  meikle  lands,  well  holden,  \ind  commodiously  lying,  as 
"  will  render  and  pay  six  hundreth  metkes,  ^otis 
'*  money/ of  yeirlie  frie  rent,  making  in  all,  with  the 
'*  present  rent  of  the  saids  lands  and  milne  of  F«rrie- 
^'  hill,  the  soume  of  twelve  hundred  merkes  yierlie,'* 

The  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  did  accordingly  lay 
out  the  money  at-  interest,  until  it  accresced  to  i  2,000 
raerks,  which  they  decTared  to  be  the  case  on  the  14ah 
July,   i  C66 ;  and  they  applied  it,  to  the  extent  of 
10,000  merks,  to  the  purchase  of  the  lapds  of  Gilcom- 
stone:  for,  in. an  act  of  council,  dated  the  Sist  July, 
1678,  relative  to  the  debts  of  the  corporation^  it  is  saidi 
"  As  also  the  burgh  is  resting  (owing)  of  principal 
"  sum  to   Dr.   Dun's   mortification^;  L.lB66il3:4, 
^'  which  behoved  to  be  paid  at  Whitsuaday :  Forcon- 
.      "  '        'rform 

^  Printed  Co jy,  p.  4* 


**  fonn  to  the  mottificaihn,  there  ^a$  settied  upon  Umd^ 
^  1 0,000  merksfbr  ^e  use  of4he  mndermtisteri**  [itrfiould 
liare  befen  masters],;"  of  tlte gratimar-Hchool,  md  thai 
*  '  sum,  was  ane  part  qf  the  price  of  ike  land,  as  said  M." 

In  so  far,  the|nagistrates  acted  according  to  the  con* 
ditionsof  Dn  Don's  settlement ;  that  is  to  say,  tbey 
invested  10j(IOO-metM  in  land^  to  wUch  ^  mMter  of 
mt^-.HR€s^k)ii8  ofitttitied  a  4iipoivtion  /rem  tfae  teller ; 
nnd  the  doctors  of  the  grammar-sckooi  became  v>»rtii<» 
ally  Rnnt}i]^m8  of  a  corresponding  pnoportiiMi  of  tfa* 
lands  of  Gllcomstwi,  which  twre  ti»  property  piir- 
chased ;  %pd  they  ce^ld  not  Vegatly,  or,  injostke,  bo 
deprived  af  thek  right.  The  irans^rence  of  tbeik  pUrt 
of  the  lands  to  the  towti-treanurer,  which  took  plJkce  iti 
1679,  wa3  therefore  an  infrtngemont  of  the  conditions 
erf  Ik.  Dtin's  mortificationi  and  sT  direct  breach  of  a 
de«d  properly  constttoted  by  a  royal  charter  «f  con- 
firmation, «flnd  all  the  form^alitks  of  law. 

The  decrect-arbitral  proftounced  by  Mefears.  Tur- 
ner, the  sheriff-clerk,  and  Thomaon>  ^he  town'a  con- 
suitor,  is  completely  rldicaloaa,  and  al^  a  Tio}ation.^of 
thd  deed  of  settlement,  because  th^  establish  a  anode 
of  disposing  of  the  fund  aHogother  unauthorised. 
Ifiey  were  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  deed,  and  no 
other ;  but  there  is  not  a  word  ih  it  that  implies  any 
applicatibO  diflft»ent  fwjm  the  mair^nance  of  the  four 
masters.  The  mortification  was  iintended,  and  it  is 
sufficiently  declared  to.be,  salaries  tb  the  teachers,  no 
psrrt  of  which  could  be  expended  tn'  "  ifuildmg  n  coh^ 
"  vemeM  sciiool-house,**  or'  to  any  other  purpose,  than 
merely  to  maintain  the  Tour  masters,  who  are  strictly 

prohibited 
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prohibited  from  taking  higher  fees  than  "  thretteine 
*'  schillings  four  pennies,  Scots  money/'  qnarierh', 
from  each  scholar,  "  unless  ht  be  the  son  of  a  marquis, 
"  earl,  viscount,  lord,  or  baron*.'* 

If  this  morti6cation  had  been  managed  in  a  proper 
manner,  or  rather,  if  it  had  not  been  grossly  abased, 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  miglit  haire  .amounted  to 
something  so  very  considerable,  perhaps,  to  several 
hundred  pounds  to  each,  that  the  means  of  education 
would  have  been  accessible  to  the  lotrer  cla^^s  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen.  But  it  is  ex- 
pressly declareil,  that  "  whatsomever  scbolai^  comeing 
*'  to  the  gran^mar-school,  and  bringing  wHh  him  ane 
'^  testimonial,  5ubscribedi>  be  honest  and  famous  men, 
"  declaring  his  povertie,  or  the  povertie  of  his  parents, 
"  shall  he  teached  gratia*'  Those  of  the  name  of  Dun 
are  also  entitled  to  be  taught  gratis,  ''  ivhatsomCTer 
*'  rank  or  condition  they  be ;"  and  like^'ise,  '*  the 
•*  whole  tennents  sones  of  the  saids  lands  of  Ferrie- 
*'  hill,  and  haill  "remancni  lands  to  be  conquttstfor  the 
"  use  foresaid,  to  baiteach^d  gratis  perpetualHe  in  all 
"  tyme  comeing-f.'*' 

The  mismanagement  of  Dr.  Dun's  moTfificalion, 
therefore,  has  not  only  aifected  the  interest  of  the  four 
roasters,  but  it  has  deeply  injured  that  of  thousands, 
who  might  have  attended  thisseroinar3fs»in  virtue  pf  the 
charitable  intentionji  of  the  donor.  The  diffusion  of 
educatidn.aniong  the  lower  ranks  of  society  is  of  the 
greatest  national  importance.     The  enlargement,  of 

knowledge, 
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knowledge,  and  the  consequent  expansion  of  intellect, 
will  erer  make  men  wiser  and  better.  The  great  con- 
cern of  mankind  is  tb^  mettns  of  securing  their  happi*  * 
ness  in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  and 
^  the  duties  we  have  to  perform,  most  be  understood  be« 
fore  they  can  be  practised.  Education  enables  us  to 
discover  the  extent  gf  our  obligations,  as  they  are  con* 
tained  in  ^e  theory  of  moral  science,  of  which  we  ac« 
quire  a  knowledge  by  reading,  studying,  and  reflecting. 
The  difierence  between  the  unlettered  savage,  and  the 
man  of  education,  is,  that  the  one  has  nothing  to  guide 
him,  but  hil^  own  limited  eitperience  ;* while  the  other 
derives  information  from  the  experience  of  preced- 
ing generations,  and  thus  amasses  a  slock  of  know- 
ledge that  can  be  immediately  applied  to  every  inci- 
dent in  human  life. 

The  advantage  of  education  to  every  member  of  the  , 
society,  requires  no  illustration ;  but  it  is  of  more  im- 
portance to  the  poor  man  than  to  the  rich,  as  in  the 
career  of  iife,  it  is  necessary  for  him^o  counterbalance 
the  influence  of  the  opulent  by  knowledge,  which 
conveys  power.  .In  a  national  point  of  view,  it  is  also 
of  the  ulmost  consequence  to  educate  the  lower  classes 
of  the  oommunity,  as  they  will  then  be  qualified  for  a 
greater  number  of  employments — to  the  increase  of 
tlie  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  the  whole  society  ; 
and  frequently,  extraordinary  t^ents  have  been  res- 
cued from  oblivion  by  means  of  education,  which  cer- 
tainly fixes  in  the  mind  many  valuable  principles 'of 
religion,  morals,  and  politics. 

The 


72  HISTOAY  or  ABBAfiSEN* 

Tb^  iojiry  sustained  by  the  public*  and  p^licuUrly 
by  the  citiaenir  of  Aberdeei^  from  tba  mismanagement 
'  of  Dr.  Dun's  nortification,  is  sufficiently  apparent; 
$nd  the  tarpitude  of  the  crime  cannot  be  palliated 
by  any  plea  of  ignorance,  as,  independently  of  tbc 
strict  and  explicit  terms  of  the  deed,  the  moral  obli- 
gatioa  te  do  justice,  both  to  the  masters  and  to  the 
pubUe*  eogbtto  have  dictated  better  sentiments.  The 
disgrace  attachable  to  those  who  abused  this  Taluable 
institution,"  shooM  be  a  beacon  to  warn  tbe  presesl, 
and  all  future  managers  of  benevolent  donations  from 
thd  danger  th^t  accompanies  their  misnppUcatioD, 
which  will  certainly  be  attended  by  the  severest  re* 
prehension — the  loss  of  character — and  every  thing 
tbat  a  ffSod  man  may  deem  .valuable. 

QardoB^s  lfi»^«^-^TbiS  bttildimg  k  situated  a  lit- 
tk  to  the  west  of  the  graaunar-s^bool,  on  grpu«d  for* 
merly  belonging  to  lbs  White  Frssrs^  It  stands  at 
the  extremity '  of  «  large  garden,  and  is  vi  elegant 
kMSe  of  three  storeys,  with  pedi«ients  projecting  in 
Satut,  and  on  each  end.  From  tbe  <;entre  of  the  roof 
•prtngs  a  handsome  ^i>irre,  which  is|  covered  wfLh  lead. 
A  white  mar.ble  statue  bf  the  founder  is  places)  above 
the  entry.  The  whole  building  is  eighty-six  feet  long, 
«nd  thirty- three  feet  nine  inches  wide,  over  walls,  and 
waA  fkiiabed  in  the  year  17^  or  7.  I 

Raa&RT  GoRBOtf,  merchant  in  Aberdeen,  was  tbe 
Sunder  of  this  valuable  institution,  the  object  of'wbich    \ 
i%  to  maintain  and  educate  indigent  boys,  and  it  was    ' 

opensd 
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opeaed  for  that  piirp(»6  in  the  year  ]  750.  The  deei 
of  jsettleaieBt  is  dated  the  1 3th  of  December,  1729,  by 
which  the  founder  dispones  L.  10,000  sterling,  or  suck 
a  sum  as  his  estate  shall  produce,  ''  in  favours  of  the 
"  provost,  bailiesy  and  the  remanent  members  of  the 
"  town-council  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  4nd  the 
"  four  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  the  old  and  new 
"  churches,  and  their  successors,  in  trust,  for  the  uses, 
"  ends,  and  purposes,  afler  mentioned,  conform  to, 
*'  and  in  the  terms  of  the  rules  and  statutes  under*  s 
"  written/'  The  magistrates  and  c«tmci],  with  th« 
four  ministers,  were  also  appointed  sole  executors,  for 
the  purpose  of  uplifting  the  funds,  and  applying  them 
to  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  the  institution,  to 
be  called  Robert  Gordon's  Hospital. 

The  eligibility  of  claimants  for  admission  is  dis- . 
tinctly  detailed  in  thi;  deed  of  settlement ;  but  seeing 
the  *'  intention  of  this  foundation  is  only  to  relieve  the 
"  poor,"  their  indigent  circumstanees  must  be  fully 
established.  The  natural'  partiality,  however,  of  the 
founder  to  his  own  toame  and  relations,  induced  him  to 
specify  ^  preference  as  to  admission,  regulated  by 
certain  circumstances.  Accordingly,  -  boy^s  are  enti- 
tled to  be  received  into  Ihis  hospital  in  the  following 
order.  * 

"  1st,  Sons  or  grandsons  of  decayed  burgesses  of 
"  guild  of  Aberdeen,  who  are  relations  of  the  morti- 
'*  fier,  <lf  the  surname  of  Gordon." 

"  2d,  Sons  or  grandsons  of  decayed  burgesses  of 
"  guild  of  Aberdeen,  who  afe  relations  of  the  morti- 
'*  fier,  of  the  surname  oiMenzies,'* 

G   -  "  3d, 
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"  S4  Sous  or  ^nuidflOOi  of  wy  other  demy edlnir- 
''  geMcs  of  f«iM  of  Atwrdeeiv  of  the  larnatne  of 

*'  4>tbj  Som  or  gran<lsoiit  of  my  ctihcx  dcctyed  bur- 
*'  gesi€B  of  guild  of  .^Cbeidideii,  of  ihe.  sufiuaue  of 

"  5th»  Sons  4^  gnttidsons  of  decay^  bmt§sma  of 
"  guild  of  Ab^rde^A,  wbo  cire  reteiioBft  of  the  moiti- 
''  fier,  of  any  otbar  sur#af]oe»" 

''  61  br  Sons  or  i^ABdlMws  of  aay  odier  decayed  buf 
"  g^Bse$  of  guild,  of  whatevier  Bumame/' 

"  74ii9  Soas  <)r.  gnMad^oiMi  of  deoayod  tradesmen, 
"  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  bewig  of  the  seven  ancorpo- 
*'  rated  trades,  amoug  whioh  are  included  tbe  but* 
"  chers :  persons  of  the  surnane  of  QarMan  and  Mm' 
"  %ki»  and  the  relations  of  tbe  9)or^ifier  in  fiiis  rank 
"  baying  prelerence  to.othem,  in  tbe  sane  onkr  as 
"  obselTTed  in  that  of  bnrgess^  of  gaiJd^'' 

"  &tbi  iSons  aod  grandaons  of  iitsters  e«d  bajnbersin 
"  Aberdeent  boys  .of  the  surname  of  Gordojn  and  Ma- 
''  zur^iand  relations  of  the  mor^ifier  kaving  prefiweBce 
''  in  this  rank  asMLbove." 

.  "  9th«  Tbe  sons  or  grandsons  of  residenlers  in  Aber- 
,  *\  deen«  in  general^  with  prefisreiAce  as  aboxe/' . 

"  It  being  expressly  declared,  that  the  relations  of 
''  the  mortifier^  whether  of  the  snr^axae  of  Gordon  or 
''  Mercies,  or  of  any  other  s«irnaaie>  are  not  ^ptitled 
**  to  be  elected  into  the  bofpiiaU  unless  tbey  be  sods 
*'  or  grand^ns  of  burgesses  of  guild  of  Aberdeen,  or 
"  iradesmeo  burgesses  of  it :  and  ought  iiot  to  be 
*'  elected  while  there  are  petitipns  frooisons  Qr  grapd- 

"  sons 
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"  sons  of  borg^gdfe*  of  gm\i,  or  fWKlesmen  burgesses 
"  of  Aberde«i>/' 

"  The  boys  claiautrg  to  be  elected^  »«»t  not  be  ua« 
"  der  hine  years  of  age,  nor  above  lirelt*  ;**  ^nd  they 
may  remaiii  until  tb*y  be  foBi»leen>  Meefr>  or  wxteen 
years  old.  The  boya  are  umlbrm?y  dpes«ed,  ancf  the 
greatest  stDentf on  k  p«id  to  ffcek  clothiDg,  cleaaliness, 
•nd  dieii  The*  |)fe«i  oif  instructifXEi  comf^rchends  i^ead- 
'«ff*  nrltmg,  arithmetic,  book- keeping,  geometry,  the- 
Freneb  hmgtiage,  &fa,vmg,  ani  tocat  music.  The  in- 
ternal ttcoitomy  of  the  houee,  as»  wdt  as  the  riietruc- 
tiotr  of  the  ymitbj  i»  tttM^ev  tbo>  hMAfyediaee  svperiintend- 
eneeeftbe  HMefer,  who  directs  the  teachers,  afi^seei^ 
ilkal  tbey  pseHbrefi^  tbeiii  d^y. 

The  regulkrkms  by  Wbkb-  thi«  vrfuable  institution  is 
guanjk<l,  are  various,  but  jadiciooa;  a»d  throughouti- 
they  breathe  a  HfnfH  of  pbilawlbropy  that  strongly  in*^ 
dkaees  tbo  bumnne  and  o^nbls  disposition  of  the 
founder.  When  the  boys  have  remained^  tbe  Ftmited 
4ime  iirtlie  h<tepil^,  they  are  appretftked  to  mertban-^ 
diai»g»  or  to  any  trade  their  genitf^  of  inclination  may 
lead  ibem  to  embrace ;  and  tlie  ^fpprentite-fee  of  L.d 
Off.  Sd.  sterling*  is  pard  fbr  theiA.  If  they  eonduet 
themselires  with  propriety  during  their  apprentrlceship, 
they  are  altowod  L.5  sterling  each,  to  enabte  them  to 
commence  business.  If  any  boy,  however,  shall  pre- 
fer going  abroad,  to  staying  at  home,  he  is  sdlowed 
L.104i96rlingfor  fitDmg  bim  oat.  By  an  agreement 
wkh  the  principal  and  professors  of  MsriSchaF College, 
the  presid>ent  and  governors  of  tbe  hospital  are  entiil^ 
to  reconniend  annually  four  b^s,  who  shall  be  at- 
c  2  ,       lowed 
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lowed  to  attend  the  mathematical  and  natural  philo- 
sophy classes  taught  in  the  university^  and  accordiag- 
Jy  four  are  annually  recommended. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  institution,  the  funds 
were  only  in  a  situation  to  maintain  twenty-six  boys; 
but  by  prudent  management^  they  have  bcea  m)  far 
improved,  that  the  number  at  present  in  the  hospital, 
is  seyeaty-eight :  and  altogether,  seven  hundred  aed 
twenty  indigent  children  have  beea  maintained  and 
educated.  Six  hundred  of  these  have  been  apprenticed 
to  merchants  or  handicraftsmen,  and  many  of  them 
have,  become  respectable  and  opulent.  It  is  a  funda- 
mental law  of  the.  institution,  that  those  boya  who 
shall  acquire,  or  succeed  to  a  stock  equal  to  4000 
^merksi  shall  pay  the  whole  expense  that  has  been  be- 
st owe4>  upon  them ;  yetj  except  in  one  or  two  instance^ 
nothing  has  been  obtained  from,  the  ungrateful  sons  of 
this  charity^  althoogi^  m^ny  of  them  have  realised  am< 
pie  fortunes., 

It  will  certainly  surprize  the  reader,  when  he  is  in- 
formed that  only  two  donations  have  been,  received 
from. tho^e  who  have  reaped  the  benefit  o£  the.in- 
stUuiion.  One.,  from  a  man  who  had  acquired  a.  great 
fortune;, — of  the  paltry  amount  of  L.  100  sterling  ;.  and 
the  other — a  trifle.  The  ingratitude  of  mankind  is. a 
vulgar  topic ;  but  it  has .  been  too  strongly  escempli- 
fied  by  t^iose  who  have  been  the  objects  of  this  charity. 
.  A  man  died  l^tely^  possessed  of  L.86,000  sterling, 
tvho  had  been  clothed,  fed,  and  had  received  his  edu« 
cation  in  this  hospital.  He  was  reminded  of  his  obli- 
gations tp  the  institution,  during  his  life- time,  but  h« 

iJlade 
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macft  no  repfy :  and  at  b]sdeaitb>  he  forgoe  even  what 
he  jusdy  owed;  and«  to  fhta  moment^  the  ex^pense 
bestowed  apon  hini>  is  unpaids  He  ow^  ail  W  pos- 
sessed of  education  to  this  instilation :  and  if  he  had 
not  been  sheltered  within  its  walls^  he  might  have 
been,  perhaps^  a  '*  poor  wandering  beggaF  boy/*  and 
never  have  reached  any  rank  id  society  above  tkat  of 
a  day-labourer. 

The  amiable  founder  of  this  iniftitation>  oi^^red  that 
the  ntimeff  of  those  who  contributed  to  it,  should  be 
honourably  recorded  in  the  book%  **  and'  alsb  pul^  up 
"  in  gilded  letters  upon  a  wall  within  it/'  Bijit  he 
should  likewise  have  added>  that  the  names  of  those 
t^ho  had  enjoyed  its  benefits,  and  Ibtgot  to  make  a 
suitable  return,  should  be  enrolled  oh  a  tablet'  of  in- 
famy, as  a  beacon  to  warn  the  youth  within  its  walls, 
against  the  (^rime  of  ingratitude^. 

Many  ridiculous  stories  have  been  handed  down 
OQQceming  Mr.  Gordon's  private  charaeter>  which  are 
extremely  improbable,  and  quil»!  unnatural.  We  know 
what  he  has  done  for  the  good  of  posterity ;  and  iil*,  t6< 
accomplish  a  noble  act  ^  beneficence,  he  should'  have 
denied  himself  those  enjoyments  of  life  ttiv  which  be 
was  so  well  entitled,  it  must  place  him  still  htgher  in 
the  scale  of  philanthropy.  He  was  neaHy  connected 
with  the  distinguished  fhmifies  of  Straloch  and  Fiifbd-' 
dies,  and  possessed  both  the  edncatioii  and  manners  of 
b3  ai 

*  If  fhoM  whiO!  coiild  h»ve  afforded  It.  had  paid  the.  exptnae 
thejr  cott  this  institution,  four  times  the  number  of  boys  might. 
have  been  clothed,  fed,  and  educated ;  «o  th^t  their  neglect  is  zti 
inj.ttry  to  the  public,  as  well  m  a  disgrace  to  themselves*. 
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H  gentleman.  His  ineuory  lives  in  the  hearts  of  all 
honest  men :  and  be  has  consecrateil  a  monument  to 
the  good  of  mankind^  that  will  perpetuate  his  name 
and  his  humanity  through  after  ages. 

Infirmary. — ^The  foundation-stone  of  this  valuable 
institution  was  laid  .on  the  firet  day  of  January^  in  the 
year  1740. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  infirmary -records,  it  is  stated, 
that  *'  the  magistrates,  council,  and  principal  iuhabi- 
''  tants^  taking  into  their  consideration  the  miserable 
^'  circumstances  their  fellow-creatures  are  reduced  to, 
"  by  bodily  distempers ;  and  that,  by  want  of  proper 
**  care  from  physicians,  they  are  rendered  altogether 
"  useless,  and  consequently,. burthensome  tOi  society ; 
'*  and  being  io formed  that,  to  remedy  this  great  «vil, 
''  infirmaries  have  been  lately  built  in  the  cities  of. 
'^  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  by  public  Contributions 
*^  from  the  inhabitants,  &c.  'iiito  which  all  proper 
*^  objects  are  received,  and  regularly  attended  by 
'*  physicians:"' — The  magistrates,  called  a  meeting 
So  the  town-hous^  of  the  principal  inhabitants,,  and 
submitted  to  them  the  proposal  for  the  erection  of  the 
infirmary  of  Ab^deen,  which  they  immediately  em- 
l)raced..  Hiey  sobscribeil  Jiberally,  and  iheir  charity. 
ivas> active;  for. they  solicited  assistance  from  their 
friends  in  all  comers  of  the  world,  and  happily  they 
were  able  to  accomplish  their  humane  and  benevolent 
intentions. 

The  expenditure  of  the  ihfii-mary  is  partly  4)rovided 
frpjlli.  the  interest  of  such  donations  and  contributions 
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as  baye^  from  time  to  tUpe^  been  given  by  weIi7di3poft€dr 
iodividuals  and  ^ocieties^  and  which  have  been  oon-^ 
verted  into  a  permanent  slock.  .  But  this  fund  being 
very  inadequate  to  the  support  of  an.  institution  be« 
coming  rapidly  and  unavoidably  much  mor«  expen'^ 
sive  in  its  annual  disbursements,  it$  chief  sourjce  of  re-* 
venue  arises  from  collections  at  all  public  places  o£ 
worship  in  the  synod  of  Aberdeen^  and  at  the.  parish, 
churches  in  the  adjoining  counties^  with  occasional^ 
donations  and.  legacies.  Government  also  gradts  a. 
sum  annually,  sufficient  for  keeping  open  a  military; 
ward  on  a  very  limited  scale ;.  and  a  small  revenue. 
arises  from  a  payment  of  four  guineas  by  each  student 
of  medicine,  who  attends  the  hospital  during  his  dp-^ 
prenj^iceship.. 

In  the  year  1773,  the  managers  of  the  infirmary 
were  constituted  a  body-corporate  by  royal  charter*. 
The  provost  of  Aberdeen — the  four  bailies — the  dean, 
of  guild,  and  treasurer — the  last  acting  provost— the 
town-clerk,,  and  convener  of  trades-^ the  professor  of^ 
medicine  in  Mariscbal  College — and  the  moderator  of 
the  synod  of  Aberdeen,  all  for  the  time  being — with, 
the  directors  for  life,  so  constituted,  in  consequence  o£ 
a  legacy  or  donation  of  fifty  pounds  each  ;  and  four-^ 
teen  persons  to  be  elected  annually — are.appointed  and 
established  one  body  corporate  and  politic  for  ever, 
under  the,  name  and  title  of  the  PreddaU  and  Mana^ 
gers  (^  tfte  Infirmaiy  of  Aberdeen. .  The  charter  appoints 
an  annual  general  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  of 
December,  of  the  president,  managers,  and  conlribu* 
tors,  for  the  election  of  fourteen  additional  managers;. 

and; 


$0  mrroftv  or  abbbdbbm.  ^ 

mA  pn^iie9,  Aat  tiz,  a*  least,  of  ebe  flmrtecti  maiia^ 
gerf  80  to  bo  elected,  shall  be  choien  and  taken  from 
i^  followtng professions  and  societies  within  tlie  city; 
TIC.  one  of  the  minivers  of  Aberdeen  of  the  establish* 
ed  church ;  one  of  the  managers  of  the  monies  cot- 
keted  tor  pioos  nsea  at  St.  Paul's  chapef,  in  the  city 
of  Aberdeen ;  two  of  the  physicians  residing  in'  Aber- 
deen ;  one  of  the  society  of  sliipmasters  there ;  and 
fhr  eoniphitfng  the  namber  of  six*),  one  of  the  present 
or  preceding  deacons  of  any  of  th^incorpoiate  trades 
within  the  city:  ft  provides  also,  that  four,  at  least, 
of  the  said  foorteen  managers,  shall,  at  every  annual 
election,  be  changed  and  removed.  The  charter  fur- 
ther nominates,  the  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and,  in  his 
absence,  the  magistrate  next  in  rank  to  him,  to  be  the 
president  of  the  corporation,  and  to  have  a  casting 
tote.  It  appoints  four  general  quarterly  courts  to  be 
held  on  the  third  Monday  of  the  months  of  Marcfa> 
June,  September,  apd  Decen^er,  .With  the  power 
of  adjournment ;  and  the  general  courts  are  author* 
ised  to  appoint  committees  of  their  number,  for  the 
more  immediate  direction  of  the  afiliirs  of  the  infir- 
mary. It  empowers  them  to^  nominate  a  treasurer, 
officers,  servants,  and  other  persons,  necessary  to  be 
employed  in  the  government,  and  fbr  carrying  on  the 
affairs  and  business  of  the  said  incorporation ;  and  also 
grants  them  the  power  to  make  such  by-laws,  statutes, 
rales,  and  ordinances,  as  they,  or  the  majority  of  them, 
being  present,  shall  judge  proper  and  necessaryji  for  the 
better  government  and  direction  of  the  infirmary. 
Those  at  present  engaged  in  conducting  the  inter- 
nal 
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nal  Easiness  of  the  infirmary  are,  two  physiciaDS ;  a 
chaplain  ;  one  person^executing  the  duties  of  treasur- 
er and  clerk ;  a  matron,  or  housekeeper ;  five  nurses^p 
besides  night  nurses,  according  to  circumstances  ; 
four  female  servants,  and  two  porters.  A  gentleman 
attends  daily  to  administer  electricity  to  patients ; 
and  altogether,  this  establishment  is  managed  in  a 
manner  that  does  great  credit  to  all  concerned  in.  the 
direction  of  its  affairs. 

.  The  following  aT)stract  df  the  number  of  patientt 
who  have  been  received  into,  and  dismissed  from  the 
infirmary,  betwixt  1st  of  January  1810,  and  1st  of 
January  181!,  will  shew  the  extent  of  the  utility  of 
this  humane  institution. 

181Q. 
Jan.  ]. — Patients  remaining  in  the  hospital    67 
Admitted,  betwixt  1  st  of  January, 

1 8 1 0,  and  1  st  of  January,  1811  73 6—803 
Of  whom  have  been  cured  per- 
fectly -        -         .         -         -  479 
Recovered,  not  cured  perfectly    -  11 3 
.Improper,  dismissed  at  their  own 

desire,  and  deserted         -    '     •     85 
Dead        •         -         -         .         -     44. 
1811. 

Jan.  1. — Patients  remaining  in  the  hospital    82—803 
Note. — Besides  the  above  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital, 
one  thousand  and  otnety>sevea  have  had  the  benefic  of  advice  and 
medicines,  as  out-patients. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  preceding  account  of  the  in- 
firmary, that  a  great,  part  of  its.  revenue  is  casual,  and 

dependa 
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depends  opon  the  Tiberaliiy  of  charitable  people.  One 
great  source  of  income  arises  from  the  collections  of 
the  dUlerent  churches  withm  the  range  of  its  infla- 
ence.  And  as  it  is  apparent^  that  the  extent  of  the 
useftilness  of  this  institotton^  must  be  limited  by  the 
amount  of  its  revenue^  the  importance  of  augmemiDg 
these  coHectionSj  must  be  evident :  but  it  is  to  be  la- 
mented^  that  so  little  esertion  is  generally  made  for 
that  purpose.  The  clergy  have  it  much  in  their  power 
to  benefit  this  charity^  which  is  in  fact  benefiting  their 
own  parishioners ;  and  if  they  were  to  exert  them- 
selves, they  could  baye  no  difiiculty  in  doubling  tfte 
annual  coltections.  Were  they  to  deliver  a  discourse 
adapted  to  the  subject,  enforcing  by  argument  and  il- 
lustration, the  importance  of  contributing  largely  to 
this  establishment,  which  is  calculated  to  relie^^  tht 
pains  of  the  afflicted,  by  restoring  to>  health  those  who 
•*  hnguish  on  the  bed  of  sickness,**  they  would  cer- 
tainly arouse  the  benev^^ent  feelings  of  their  hearers. 
The  collettions  in  country  churches  do  not  in  ge- 
neral exceed  one  penny  stctling,  for  each  person,  or, 
at  most,  thr«e  halfpennies  annually,  which  is  a  sum  so 
very  insignificant,  that  it  is  wonderful  the  clergy  are 
not  ashamed  to  transmit  it  to  the  treasurer  of  the  hos- 
pital. One  clergyman,  however,  (of  the  author's  ac- 
quaintance), much  to  his  credit,  adopted  a  plan  which 
tripled  his  collection.  Instead  of  gathering  the  mo- 
ney at  the  church-door,  which  is  the  usual  method,  he 
sent  the  elders  to  every  house  in  his  parish,  who  wrote 
down  the  names  of  the  people,  and  the  amount  they 
gave.    Thb  scheme  was  a  direct  appeal  to  the  charity 

of 
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of  bis  {>a]rishipiiers»  and  puh)^  in  some  degree  af<p 
fected  their  vanity ;  £ur  the  paper  was  a  record,  and 
no  one  was  wilrling  io  h^  thought  \e$s  ben^voJent  .thsA 
bis  neighbour:  and  accordingly,  they  coolrihttted 
three  timea  ifae  sum  that  was  usually  collected  by  the 
^Id  netfagd*  This  was  certainly  doing  pAucb  good 
with  vejry  liUJe  trouble;  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be 
wi&bed,  that  Jbis  brethren  of  the  church  would  every* 
whare  iniitale  the  example,  or,  at  any  rate^  f^^ke  some 
efiectual  pi»a  to  premote  the  beneficent  oiyect  of  this 
b^gUy  valuable  institution. 

Lunatic  Hospitai, — Previously  to  the  year  1 806,  the 
care  of  iaaaae  persons  devolved  ^n  the  manage;^  of 
the  infirmary,  in  which  there  were  several  ground- 
cells.  Bui#  convinced  of  the  injury  which  the  other 
patienjts  suffered,  by  being  under  the  same  roof  with 
lunatics,  the  maqagers  were  led  to  turn  their  thoughts 
to  an  institution  entirely  adapted  to  this  humane  jpAir«> 
pose^  and  an  boapital  was  accordingly  erected.. 

The  fund  wi|b  which  the  groujad  was  p^rchasedf 
and  tjbe  b^ildii^  erected,  is  sjk^t^  at  something  mor/^ 
thau  tbree  thousand  pounds  and  was  raised  by  <voivui» 
iary  contributions  so)ely  from  the  citizens,  of  Aber^ 
deen.  The  expenditure  is  still  partly  defrayed  from 
the  same  fieiuree;  but  the  revenue  of  the  institution 
chiefly  airises  from  payments  by  the  patients :  fifteen 
posnds  sterling  for  each,  being  the  lowest ;  twenty «- 
five  pounds,  the  second  rate  of  charge ;  and  thirty, 
the  highest :_  with  the  exception  of  those  whose  cir- 
camntances  admit  of  better  payment.    In  September^ 

1810, 
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1810,  there  were  ten  patients  on  charity;  ty^enty,  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  poands ;  six,  at  twenty  poundsj 
and  three,  at  twenty-five  pounds  annually. 

By  the  original  charter,  the  magistrates  are  ap- 
pointed managers,  along  with  the  professor  of  medi- 
cine in  the  unirersi^ ;  other  official  persons  from  the 
different  societies  of  Aberdeen ;  and  the  donors  to  the 
hospital.  By  a  regulation  of  the  institution,  an  annual 
report  of  the  number  of  patients^  and  state  of  the  asy- 
lum, is  presented  to  the  sheriff  and  magistrates.  The 
medical  department  is  under  the  care  of  Doctors.  Moir 
and  Dyce,  who,  much  to  their  honour,  grataitouslj 
afford  their  attendance. 

There  are  printed  regulations  for  diet,  bedding,  &c.; 
and  the  internal  management  of  the  hospital  is  com- 
mitted to  one  principal  keeper ;  two  assistants ;  a 
housekeeper ;  and  four  female  servants.  The  conva- 
lescent  male  patients  are  employed  in  gardening,  and 
the  females  in  spinning  flax,  or  in  house^service.  - 

The  extent  of  the  accommodation  of  this  asylum  is 
limited  to  fifty  patients;  bat  it  can  be  easily  in- 
creased :  and  in  that  respect,  the  managers  must  be 
guided  by  the  amojint  of  the  funds,  of  which  an  ac- 
count is  kept  by  the  treasurer,  who  is  accountable  for 
all  receipts  and  disbursements. 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hos- 
pital, since  its  establishment,  down  to  the  1st  May, 
1610,  is  one  hundred  and  sixty,  .according  to  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  viz. 

Dismissed, 
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li/folei. 

Femaks.    TottL 

M 

14 

8      .     22 

be 

19 

15           34 

friends 

18 

19           37 

- 

15 

13           2S 

jtMay, 

- 

18 

21        ^   39 

Total 

....84 

76         160 

Dismissed^  as  cured 
In  a  conralescent  state 
At  the  desire  of  their  friends 
Died         .         . 
iteoiaining,  on  the  1st  May^ 
1810 


ExPENcE  of  supporting  the  hospital  for  one  year/ from 
the  1st  May,  1809,  to  the  1st  May,  1810,  accord- 
ing  to  the  hospital  books;  the  average  number  of 
patients  being  thirty -fire  one-sixth,  viz. 

'    Provisions  -        -        - 

Fire    .         -         -         * 

Light  ... 

Wijshing      -         -         . 

Incidents — Insurance,  stationary,  and 

printing 

Medicines    ... 

Repairs  of  buildings 

Interest  of  ,£3000  sterling,  being  the 

charge  on  the  houses  and  ground  150    0    0 

S^alaries  for  governor  and  housekeep- 
er -        .         -  '  ^50     0    0 
■*■     '  "Keeper's  assistants   40    0     4 

' 90     0     i 


*^298 

12 

9 

23 

6 

10 

2 

12 

0 

10 

5 

0 

14 

1 

ll 

0 

11 

loi 

36 

7 

3i 

Carried  forward,        L.623  16  lOj 
H  Salaries 
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Brought  forward,         623  16  \0l 
Salaries  for  three  women 

servants     •         •         -  15     0     0 


-Porter         *         -     2    2    0 
-Treasurer    -        -  20   "0    O* 


— S7     2    0 


L.660  18  lOi 

Average  dsarge  on  each  patient,  for 

provisiiins  only     -         -         -        - 

'  g   10    0 

Do.      do.      including  other  necessaries 

43    11     0 

Do.      do.      including  repairs  of  houses 

14    12    0 

Do.      do.      including  house*reni,  &c. 

18    18     9 

TdE  following  is  a  list  of  the  donations  and  legacies, 

with  the  names^  of  those  worthy  peop4 

e  who  have 

contributed  to  this  humane  institution. 

tooiuaions  to'  the  Lunatic  A^lum,  Aberdeen. 

1 800— The  trustees  of  bailie  Cargill      L.  1 1 28   1 8    6 

John  Ewen,  £s<^.  Aberdeen 

50     0    0 

1 801— Profits  from  a  play 

47     8     6 

Ditto  from  a  concert  of  music 

32  10    3 

1802— A  lady          .... 

25     0    0 

A  lady         -        - 

10     0    0 

A  gentleman          ... 

20     0    0 

Baillie  Duguid        ... 

10     0    0 

Bailie  Galen            ... 

10    0    0 

Sir  James  Durno 

10     0    0 

William  Shepherd,  Esq.     " 

21     0    0 

Carried  forward,         L.1364  17    3 
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Bridtt^t  fbriD^airdb         L.1364  17  3 

i^OS-^lohnDingwallof  Brncklasr^Ssq.  100     0,0 

Mrs.  Jean  Hunter^  Aberdeen  -  50    0  0 

l804r— Mrs.  Mary  Adam,  do.     -         -  iOO  '  0  0 

IfiOS— Mr.  Francis  Peacock       -        -.  20    0  0 

1806— Pfofitsofaplay    -         -         -  30     0  0 
The  Honourable    tbe    County 

€iQb,  betwixt  1 802  and  1 806  1*25     0  0 
The  Northern  Shooting  Club, 

^Uto      ddlto      -         -        •  tm    5  0 
lames  Ferguson  of  Pitfonv^  Esq, 

M.  P.  twice  1*25         ^         -  50     0  .0^ 
Jbmes  Vaofdmi  mi  •rolMiston> 

Esq.  M*  P.         "^         ^        -^  3*     0  6' 
T%B  Honourable  the  Mfl^gi«trate9> 
and  Coaacii  of  Abevdeen,  an 
annual  payiasnt  «f  L.$0  for 

five  y«ara            -         -         •  l$6     0  0 

Suiidries  under  L*iO       -         •  76     8  10 

Subscriptions  under  L.10.         -  166     4  6 
A  colleetkui  from  the  churches 

and  chapels  in  town    -         -  1 82  1 5  4* 

1 807 — The  Hon.  the  County  Club      -  15     0  0 

Mrs.  Mary  Mitchell,  London    -  SO     0  0 

Sundries,  under  L.10       -         -  10  .  0  0 

1808 — Part  profit  of  a  play        •         -  10     0  O 

The' Shooting  Club          -         •  10    0  O 

William  Fiddler,  Esq.  Aberdeen  20    O  O 

A  friend  to  this  asylum  -        -  10    0  0 

Carried  forward,        L.2606  10  11 

b2  Sundiies 
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Brought  forward,        L.2606  10  11 

1 808 — ^Sandries  under  L.  1 0 

2    2    0 

1809— A  friend  to  the  asylum  (John 

EweD,  Esq.)       .         -         - 

60    0   0 

Profit  of  a  concert  - 

3fi  10   0 

1 8  J  0— The  Hon,  the  County  Cloh      - 

15    0   0 

SandrieaunderLlO     .  * 

10  10    0 

L.2730  12  11 

Legacies  to  the  Lunatic  Asyhtm,  Aberdeen. 

179Q— Mrs.  AUardyce 

L.30    0   e 

1800— Patrick  Barron,  Esq.  Woodside 

25     0    0 

^801 — Mr.  John  Smith,  yost.  merchant 

100     0    0 

Mr.  James  Farquhar^  land-sur- 

veyor of  customs 

100     0    0 

1802— Mr.  John  Cushnie,  shipmaster 

500     0    0 

1804 — Mr.  Alex.  Ross,  yost.  merchant 

50     0    0 

Isaac  Hawkins  Brown,  Esq.  Lon- 

don, L.500,  of  three  per  cent. 

consolidated  stock 

300     0    0 

1 805 — Hugh  Qutcheon,  Esq.  advocate 

20  .0    0 

1807 — Miss  Ann  Irvine,  Aberdeen     - 

25     0    0 

Dr.  James   Beattie,   Marischal 

College     -         -         -         - 

.   25     0    0 

Mrs.  Jean  Jameson^  Aberdeen 

25     0    0 

Mr.  Donald  Stewart,  merchant, 

Aberdeen           -        -        • 

40     0    0 

ISOSr-William  Mitchell, -Esq.  London 

20     0     0 

Mrs.  Captain  Gavin,  Aberdeen 

10     0     0 

Cfu-rkd  forward,  .      L.1270     0    0 

Provost 
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Bf  (mghe  fomarcl;  L.11270  0  O 

1808— Provost  William  Cruden,  do.    -        50  O  0 

1800— -Mrs.  Jameson         -         -         -         15  a  0 

laiQ^^Wiliiam  Fiddler,  Esq.  Aberdeen        20  0  0 

,    ,  ■"■>>*  >i*^Hft 

L.i&^5    a   o 

Mitchell- s  Haapiiai.'^Thh,  bonevolent  iiutitntion  is 

situated  in  the  Old  Town,  and  was  endowed  by  David 

Mitchell,  Esq.  of  Hoi loway -(town,  in  the  county  of 

Essex,  who  was  a  native  of  this  city.    The  buikling 

contains  separate  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  five 

indigm&t  widows,   and  the  like   number  for  maiden 

daughters  of  burgesses  of  Old  Aberdeen,  besides  a 

public  hall  for  their  general  resort.     They  ar»  fur* 

nished  with  all  the  necessaries,  and  many  of  the  com^ 

forts  of  life,  and  each  is  allowed  the  disposal  of  a  little 

money  weekly,  as  she  shall  think  proper.     The  hospi* 

tal  was  q>ened  the  1st  January,  IdOi,  and  ii  under  the 

management  of  the   principal   and  sub-^principal  of 

King's  College;  the  provost,^  and  oldest  bailie;  the 

€onveii«'  of  the  trades  of  Old  Aberdeen ;  and  the  mi* 

nistera  of  the  parish  of  St.  Machar. 

Tkte  beneficent  intentions  of  the  donor  have  been. 
f^reatly  promoted  by  his  nephew,  Alexander  Mit- 
cheUy  Esq.  of  Powis- place,  London,  who  has  made 
sereral  very  considerable  improvements  on  the  build- 
ing'* and  OB  ks  internal  embellishments.  He  has  par* 
ticularly  attended  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
/nhabitaats,  knd  has  furnished  them  with  a  small  li* 
brary  of  such  books  as  he  has  thought  would  be  inte- 
i'^&ting  to  tken;  and  by  various  acts  of  kindness  has 

H  3v  shewn  i 
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•hewn  his  anxiety  to  follow  oat  the  humane  intentions 
of  hii  late  worthy  uncle. 

Charities. — There  are  many  charitable  funds  vndep 
the  management  of  the  magistrates  and  council ;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  distinct,  and  that 
each  may  be  applied  agreeably  to  its  special  destina- 
tion, upwards  of  sixty  dififerent  accounts  are  necessa- 
riiy  kept  open ;  notwithstanding  that,  in  some  in** 
stances,  where  the  sums  bequeathed,  are  trifling,  and 
the  purpose  simihir,  two  or  three  are  placed  ijnder  on« 
liead. 

The  annual  payments  arising  from  these  funds,  may 
amount  to  seventeen  or  eighteen  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling altogether,  of  which  about  L.tOO  are  applied  for 
the  education,  of  poor  children;  L.200  distributed  in 
bursaries  at  the  grammar-school,  and  at  Mariscbal 
College;  and  the  remainder  is  appropriated  to  reliere 
the  poor  and  indigent  of  different  descriptions. 

Amongst  these  seyeral  charitable  foundations,  a  few 
.may  be  particularized.  * 

Ladif  Drum  founded  a  maiden  hospital  in  1633,  for 
a  few  old  unmarried  women.  She  bestowed  thre« 
thousand  merks  on  it  as  an  endowment,  and  gave  three 
iiund red  merks  to  build  a  house.  The  house  became 
niinous;  and  the  funds  not  being  adequate  to  the  re- 
building of  it,  the  ground  on  which  it  stood,  was  feued 
out,  and,  in  consequence,  the  revenue  has  been  con* 
siderably  improved  ;  so  that,  with  the  interest  of  i 
shocked  money,  it  now  exceeds  L60  sterting  a  year. 

Robert  Johnston,  of  London,  bequeathed  L.00O"  ster- 
lings "  that,  the  poor  people  oi  Aberdeen  may  thereby 

**  be 
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"  be  set  to  work  at  lawful  trades 'and  manuiactaj^s/^ 
This  fund  has  been  somewhat  ameliorated;  and  the 
^eater  part  of  the  annual  rent  is  paid  into  the  poor's 
hospital ;  the  remainder  being  distributed  among  se* 
reial  people. 

Mr,  OgHme,  of  Jamaica,  paid  to  the  town's  trea* 
surer,  L.50  sterling,  for  the  benefit  of  a  foundling  bos-- 
pital,  to  accresa  till  it  shall  amount  to  a  sura  sufficient 
for  building  one ;  and  it  is  now  something  hitler  thai^ 
t.200  sterling. 

Archibald  Bean,  a  dyer,  established  a  charitable  fund^ 
which,  although  originally  small,  has  considerably  in- 
creased;  It  is  confined  to  the  members  of  the  dyer 
society ;  and  as  they  are  few  in  number^  they  derive 
a  proportional  advantage  from  it>  the  benefit  being  iui- 
versely  as  the  number  of  dyers,  to  the  amount  of  the 
&nd.. 

To(yr*s  Hospital, — ^The  funds  of  this  institution  are 
united  to  those  of  the  kirk-session,  to  which  the  con^ 
gregations  of  every  denomination  within^  the  town 
contribute;,  and  all  receive  benefit,  as  the  cases  of 
their  poor  may  require,  or  the  funds  will  admit. 
About  400  indigent  persons  receive  a  monthly  allow-  . 
ance  regularly,  and  many  others  are  occasionally  sup- 
plied. Within  the -walls  of  the  hospital,  fortii  poor 
children  are  maintained  and  educated,  and,  when  at  a 
proper  age,  they  are  apprenticed  out  to  different  trades^ 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  learuy  that  there  are  so. 
many  establishments  in  Aberdeen,  for  the  purposes  of 
humaiiity,  and  for.  the.  maintenance,  of  the  indigent 

Roor, 
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poor.-*Wilkin  tkcse  hw  yean^  »  socuHy  has  boeii  e»- 
tablishad  under  tke  okim  of  Um  Fcma^r  Sodeiy,  wbick 
IK  entifoly  composed  of  a  set  of  pious  ladies,  who  regq* 
lariy  or  occasioaally  distribute  ckarity  to  indigenl  fe- 
males. They  visit  the  sick>  and  pray  with  them,  bt« 
sides  bestowing  pecuniary  assistance,  to  relieve  their 
iflsmedtato  wants.-— Both  the  motiyes  and  conduct  of 
this  society  are  highly  creditable  to  its  members,  as 
their  good  intentions  and  practice  comprelkend  reli* 
gious  instruction,  as  well  as  active  charity. 

An  AuxUiary  BiBle  Society  has  been  e^ablished  in 
Aberdeen  ibr  the  parpose  of  promoting  the  great  work 
•f  the  Byiiish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  London* 
The  Aberdeen  society  is  honoured  by  high  patronage  ; 
and  many  well-meaning  gentlemen  in-  this  city,  both 
of  the  clergy  and  of  the  laity,  are  engaged  in  it.  An 
address  to  the  public  first  called  their  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  much  good  is  expected'  from  this,  and 
similar  institutions  throughout  the  kingdom.  In* 
deed,  it  is  hinted  in  the  address,  that  they  may  pro- 
duce the  most  important,  consequences  to  the  country, 
as  preponderating  the  scale  of  providence  in  our  favour, 
in  relation  to  our  great  enemy. — "  While  so  many 
*'  nations,'*  says  the  address,  "  have  fallen  under  the 
"  cruel  dominion  pf  the  conqueror  and  scourge  of  the 
'*'  civilized  world  ; — while  that  conqueror  is  animated 
•'  with  destructive  rancour  against  this  country,  and 
''  has  compelled  so  many  states  to  join,  and  to  assist 
"  his  hostility  against  us, — is  there  not  reason  to  hope 
V  that  so  much  gamine  piety,  and  suhtaniial  virtue,  as 

are 
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"  are  displayed  by  such  undertakings  and  vutittUumf, 
"  may,  under  the  gracious  protection  of  the  Almighty 
"  Potentate,  prove  the  means  qf  securing  ourindipendenec 
"  and  liberty  f^*  If  the  bible  societies  can,  by  any 
means,  weaken  the  power  of  Bonaparte,  it  will  be 
doing  this-nation  the  greatest  service :  for,  contend* 
ing  with  him  has  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  niia; 
and  unless  some  plan  shall  be  adopted  soon,  ei^r  lo 
reduce  his  strength,  or  to  incline  his  heart  to  peace,  it 
h  thought  by  many  that  we  shall  be  utterly  undone* 

But  it  has  been  doubted  by  some  intelligent  meni 
how  far  it  is  expedient,  or  at  all  necessary,  for  us,  la 
existing  circumstances,  to  translate  the  Scriptures  into 
"  Hindostanee,  Bengalee,  Persian,  Mdhfatta,  Malayalim,, 
"  Sanscrit,  Chinese^  Turkish,  JEsquiniaux,  Cdhmt^,  Mo* 
*'  hawk,"  or  into  any  other  language,  that  may  hate 
emanated  from  the  confusibfi  of  Bidfel,  for  the  purpose 
of  distributing  them  among  foreign  and  indepettdent  na- 
tions, who  are  by  no  means  desirous  of  our  good  eer- 
vices,  and  are,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  satined  with 
their  own  systems  of  religion.  It  is  well  known,; thfti 
schemes,  of  proselytism  bave  seldom  succeeded^  from 
a  remote  period,  down  to  the  missit^nary  expeditions  to 
Otaheite,  and  the  other  islands  of  the  South  Seas ;  and 
it  is  also  known,  that  the  natives  of  India,  and  of  some 
other  countriea,  have  obstinately  resisted  every  attempt 
to  convert  them  to  Chriatianityi 

There  can  be  little  objection,  however,  to  the^ people 
of  Britain  sending  as  much  of  their  property  as  they 
can  conveniently  spare,  to  other  nations,  in  the  shape 
of  bibles;  and  perhaps  their  money  is  just  as  well,  or 

beuer« 
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bsMcr,  cspendad  m  flua  wny^  Ibm  wasted  in  the  ex- 
pimioa  of  gonpevder  ca  the  pbbs  of  Spain  and  Per- 
t9§A:  b«l  tlMre  is  greed  danger  te  be  apprehended 
Ifiam  tkat  tfkii  whtek  siipporti  this  systeei  of  "  cen- 
**  vertifig  aU  nations/*  At  psctent,  it  is  beyond  all 
dilbl  liarBilB8s»  Mid  witt  he  to,  vlule  it  extends  no 
tmlk%t  ekas  nereirf  geadMig  printed  books :  But  have 
W€  aagr  mssoMtaoa  that  these  fiselingi^  as  yet  teasper- 
ate^  nay  net  m  tinse»  aad  at  ne  distant  period^  rise  in^ 
to  lead  enthusiasBs;  aiad  are  we  positively  certain» 
tiM  BmgtiJee,  Etqwmauxt  Calnmck,  aad  Mokmvk  bibles^ 
may  not  bo  follewed  by  legions  of  anoed  men  to  en- 
iMce  their  circolati^a,  and  thus  axpose  die  worM.  again 
t»  the  horrors  of  the  crusades. 

The  members  of  the  bible  aocieties,  and  partioidarly 
of  that  of  Aberdeen,  most,  as  yet,  be  acquitted  of  any 
int^tion  of  propagating  Christianity  by  tlie  sword  ; 
bat  are  they  aware,  that  it  b  an  easy  process  to  work 
irp  the  human  mind  hom  aeal  to  ferv^ur^from  fer* 
voar  to  en^asiasm  ;^-<*aiid  hare  they  coosiderod,  that 
when  Ofiee  l^e  -freney  has  reached  to  a  certain  point, 
it  is  nuich  to  be  feamd,  that  the  war  trumpet  will  call 
the  Totaries  of  fanaticism  together,  ta  persecute,  p«r« 
baps,  to  extirpate,  peaceful  and  inoAensire  nations,  be* 
caase  they  have  treated  our  admonitions  lightly,  and 
chjoise  to  continue  to  worship  God  in  their  own  man* 
ner.  The  progress  of  l^otry  in  this  country  is  aU 
ready  alarmingly  rapid,  and  methodism  is  fast  sap« 
planting  the  established  religion,  which  is  tottering  on 
its  foundati4m,"  through  the  undermining  arts  of  en« 
thosiaslic  sectaries.    That  bigotry,  therefore,  which  is 


,  so  jiMdy  to  be  dretdoA,  ^lould  aoI  be  fefl^re4  or  vmk 
eoonteiURieed;  by  iyMeni«tic  ftiTMigeiiieatft  founded  w^ 
tbe  same  princif^  and  voews  as  prefcaied  by  tbe  most 
Yiolent  CoiMniBtk  diaseaters  of  tbe  pr^^nt  day. 

One  fuan  fnflamed  all  Earepe,  and  produced  tbe 

erMli(fcf%  «a  detMctlte:  to  the  popolation  of  tbe  wesl^ 

em  BVl^oiia^  bot  £iiV0pe^a8  prepared  tor  raceiye^be 

iiiypf«eitoti>  as  ibe  mitids  of  men  weve  laiMftictted>  aeid 

the  eo&MK^tteftee  waS)  that>  in  puvsoanoe  of.  a  hopeless 

sebomO)  myrisMl^pevisbed  oiithe  plains  of  A^  WiMtl 

has  tia|it>e%ied,  May  occur  a^aia  ^  and  are  we  certafi^ 

that  the  desire  to  propagate  Christianity  among  infidel 

if^ttont^  aUhough  as  yet  ten^rate  and  rational^  ttfay 

AoliiitinAe  beoome  waim  and' tTdtable/ and  finally^ 

rise  Into  anger :  for  tlw  rage  of  bigotry  is  furious  and 

csnnot  be  rostrained  o^  softened  by  tbe  power  of  rea« 

son.    As  the  tKaniriition  from  ati  arderu  desire  to  coA* 

viMce>  eo  the  actual  tqiptioigticn  qf force  ^^vhen  persuasion 

faili^  is  so  eaey^^ — it  is  mucfh  to  be  apprehended^  that  a 

peiSKreabie  syateifi  of  pt^ivtlytism  may  soon  be  folkwr^ 

ed  by  nteasares  of  ooercioii  f   and  every  approSftb^ 

theHre^dfe,.  to  that  inate  of  thingv  wbich  eouatenaacea 

persecution  for  *^  i^ligion's  «al&e>''  «hoiild  be  v^retK 

sred  and  fak)iYie  down% 

Were  there  any  ettctrnm^meiSi  esfki^iig  in  thepre^ii 
sent  8t«ite  of  the  Cbfi§liirih  ^atieb,  that  required  the 
particular  actifity  of  its  nie!aberd>  it  v»o«i4d  be  tbefi^ 
bouflfien  derty  to  ma^e  etery  suitable  t^^rthn  t^f 
maintaifi  that  system  wbieb  they  beKeve  \o  be  (bm<d^ 
ed  on  immtitable  tratb ;  bat  the  prd^tm  ef  ttfi^l^HSftf 
is  la'lfguid^  and  sceptioism  is  less  prevalent  than  pre« 

yiousljr 
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piotiooof  ^^^^  French  refolotioitr— Deisti- 

tv^al :  *       ^  ^i^  merely  tbe  specolatioiis  of  a  few 

firem  f      '^'^  irriters,  wfato  neTer  attempted  to  redace 

**  '^^       '*i<*»'*Jirtt^       ^*  in  every  country,  religioos  bi- 

der       i^fLfirodwseA  the  most  fi^al  consequences.    It 

i^       p^J^jgfBnt  and  persecuting,  and  these  realms  bate 

ji^^^much  from  its  mereiiess  rage.    Its  woMn^ 

f^fitre,  should  be  carefully  watched :  but  aboTe  all 

!  gboM  not  be  encouraged  by  the  couatenanee  of 

i^ose  well  meaning,  although  deluded  men,  who  con* 

gfitttte  missionary  establishments,  and  Jbre^  bible 

societies. 

To  understand  fully  the  nature  of  the  missionary 
^stem,  it  is  necessary  to  view  it  in  all  its  bearings : 
but  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  its  manner  of  pro« 
ceeding,  must  convince  any  man  of  the  utter  inefficacy 
of  such  schemes.     The  Christian  church  is  divided  in- 
to two  great  bodies,  possessing  separate  and  distinct 
characiers.    Tbe  first,  and  by  far  the  more  numeroas, 
is  the  Roman  Catholic,  which  occupies  the  fairest  part 
of  Europe :  the  second  is,  the  Protestant,  or  reformed 
<churcb,  which  possesses  part  of  Germany,  and  the 
whole  of  Prussia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  tlie  island  of 
Great  Britain.     The  catholics  were  early  active  in 
disseminating  their  doctrines  in  both  the  Indies,  and 
in  South  America ;  and,  at  the  point  of  the  sword, 
they  have  succeeded  in  compelling  many  of  the  na- 
tives, within  the  range  of  their  settlements,  to  observe 
the  superstitious  rites  of  the  church  of  Rome.     The 
prptestants  have  not  been  so  zealous  in  tiie  work   of 
conversion  as  the  sister  church,  until  of  late  years, 

that 


tfaafclhey  have  been  mbveil  to  make  attempts  in  Africk 
aiid^Anai  principany  tbrougb  the  efforts  of  sectarians 
in  England ;  and  as  yet,  it  may  be  said,  that  they 
have  completely  failed,  especially  in  Hindostan,  where 
tbey  hare  made  their  chief  efforts.  But  an  irrecon-^ 
cileable  difference  subsists  between  the  Roman  .Cat|io« 
lies  and  Protestants,  in  their  doctrines,  their  tenets, 
and  opiniofM.  The  first  ednsider  the  protestants  as 
beyend  the  reach  of  salvation ;  and  aa  heretics,  view 
thtm  net  more  favoorably  than  if  they  were  Jews,  or 
Mohammedans.  The  second  deem  the  church  of  Rome 
as  sonl^  in  gross  error,  superstition,  and  idolatry,  and 
lost  to  the  kingdom  <^  Christ. — ^Whiie  the  Christian 
world  is  thus  divided,  and  the  variance  of  sudi  a  nature 
as  not  only  to  preclude  their  acting  together,  but  to 
induce  their  strenuous  efibrts  to  oppose  each  other  by 
mutual  recriminations,  which  include  threatenings  so 
awfuhas  eternal  perdition,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that 
foneim  nations  will  listen  to  their  admonitions,  and 
much  less,  that  they  Will  adopt  Christianity  in  prefer- 
ence to  .their  own  religion,  which  tbey  have  been 
taught  to  revere  through  a  series  of  generations.  A 
Gentoo,  who  may  meet  with  a  catholic  missionary, 
and  receive  instruction  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  must  be  surprised  indeed,  when, 
next  days  he  is  assailed  by  a  missionary  of  methddism, 
and  informed,  that  all  he  has  learned,  is  merely  error 
and  delusion,  and  that  the  pains  of  hell  will  follow  his 
adherence  to  such  a  system  of  Christianity.  As  he 
cannot  determine,  therefore,  which  is  right,  he  will 
naturally,  whenf  h^  fihds  such  discrepancy  of  opinion, 
,    1  view 
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View  Loth  With  suspicion  and  distmsty  and  ultimate- 
ly consider  the  religion  of  his  fathers  the  best,  to 
which  he  mast  retain  a  strong  prepossession  from  his 
edacation  and  e^rly   habits.    Until  Christians  shall 
be  reconciled  among  themselves,  so  that  they  may 
pursue   one  uniform  mode  of  instruction,  they  can 
scarcely  expect  the  conversion .  of  heathen  nati<ms; 
and  to  their  differences,  their  acrimony,  and  the  igno- 
rance of  their  agents,  may  be  fairly  ascribed  the  little 
progress  that  Christianity  has  made  throughout  Africa 
and  Asia.     Although  missionary  eslablishments,  and 
foreign  bible  societies  are  not  exactly  the  same,  yet 
they  are  related,  and  the  affinity  between  them  ir  so 
close,  that  they  must  be  considered  as  guided  by  simi- 
lar views  and  principles. 

It  is  held  forth  by  the  Aberdeen  AuxUiaty  Bible  Sb- 
Licly  that  their  sole  object  shall  be  "  to  encourage  a 
"  wider  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  tuithoui 
"  note  or  comment!*  which  plainly  means,  that  the 
'*  word  of  truth"  shall  not  be  corrupted  with  the  er- 
roneous explanations  of  men.  But  can  the  mission- 
aries— those  living  oracles  of  folly  and  nonsense — be 
prevented  from  commenting  on  the  doctrines  jpontain- 
ed  in  the  sacred  volumes  ?  Will  they  not  supply  the 
deficiency  of  notes,  which  have  been  generally  written 
by  m^  of  learning  and  good  sense,  by  their  own  il- 
lustrations, which  are  the  effusions  of  ignorance  and 
absurdity  ?  It  is  quite  clear,  that  the  circulation  of 
bibles  in  foreign  countries  must  be  preceded  by  mis- 
sionaries to  recommend  them,  and  these  enthusiasts 
will  certainly,  at  the  same  time,  endeavour  to  diffuse 

their 
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their  Own  apinions,  or  rather,  the  particular  tenets  of 
their  respective  sects,  which  already  have  produced 
much  harm  in  the  peninsula  of  India ;  and  at  home, 
the  puritanical  spirit  is  engendering  a  volcano^  th.it, 
as  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  may  overwhelm  botli 
church  and  throne. 

But  while  there  are  so  many  charitable  institutions 
in  Aberdeen,  calculated  upon  the  most  beneficent 
principles^  and  already  reduced  to  practical  utility,  itr 
is  supposed  by  some,  that  the  spare  money  of  the  clii- 
aens  might  be  as  well  bestowed  on  such  charities  a» 
the  Infirmary,  Gordon's  Hospital,  the  Lunatic  Asi/lim,- 
and  the  Poor's  Hospital,  as  in  giving  bibles  to  thos<i 
who  either  will  not,  or  cannot,  read  them.  A  society 
indeed  has  been  lately  established  in  Edinburgh,  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  our  ignorant  Highlanders  to 
read,  by  introducing  ambulatory  schools  among  them, 
in  imitation  of  a  similar  institution  successfully  adopt- 
ed in  Wales.  This  is  beginning  the  business  in  a  pro- 
per manner,  and  is  a  rational  kind  of  plan,  that  can- 
not fail  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  every  person  who 
wishes  well  to  Scotland,  and  may,  with  propriety,  be 
followed  up  by  the  distribation  of  bibles,  as  the  High- 
landers will  then  be  in  a  state  to  study  and  understand 
*^  the  instructions  of  immutable,  everlasting  truth  and 
*'  wistlom*.'' 

1  2  CHAPTER 

*  Address,  p.  2r 
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#    «    #    # 

CHURCHES. 

JTN  Aberdeen,  there  are  about  twenty -six  places  for 
public  worship.  Ttie  most  conspicuous  are,  the  pres- 
byterian  or  established  churches  ;  the  episcopalian, 
Scotch  and  English  ;  and  the  Roman  Catholic.  As 
to  the  others,  they  are  all  distinguished  by  appro- 
priate  names,  which  are  known  to  those  who  preach 
in  them,  and  perhaps>  to  the  more  intelligent  of  their 
hearers.  They  are^  all  of  the  church  of  Christ,  but 
differ  about  some  points  of  doctrine,  or  ceremonies,, 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain; 

Sasi  and  West  Churches, — ^These  are  called  the  Tontn's,^ 

and  are  fine  Gothic  buildings.     St.  Nicolas  Church  was  > 

i3>  built- 
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boilt  in  the  year  1482,  and  is  said  to  hare  possessed 
an  air  of  grandeor  and  simplicity,  which  both  charmed 
and  awed  the  spectator.  Tlie  middle  aisle  was  wide 
and  lofty  ;  the  arches  very  high ;  and  the  piers  light 
and  well  turned*  It  was  in  danger  of  falling,  sod 
was  pulled  down  in  the  year  1743,  that  the  present 
West  Church  might  be  baiH  on  its  site. 

"  The  West  Cbarch  is  an  hundred  feet  siK  inches 
lung,  and  sixty-six  feet  broad.  The  middle  aisle  is 
twenty- five  feet  broad,  and  each  of  the  side  aides, 
including  the  thickness  of  the  pien,  twenty  feet  and 
an  half.  The  piers  between  the  arches>  are  four  feet 
six  inches,  by  three  feet;  Though  this  church  is  fif* 
teen  feet  six  inches  shorter  than  the  old  one»  it  con- 
tains near  double  the  number  of  people,  from  the  bet- 
ter construction  of  the  galleries.  The  side  walls  are 
parallel  with  the  walls  of  the  East,  formerly  called  the 
New  Church,  and  of  the  same  height.  The  windows 
are  iu  the  modern  style.  In  the  west  gable  is  a.  large 
arched  window,  from  the  bottom  of  which  is  projected, 
with  a  gentle  slope,  a  gallery  for  the  masters  and  scho- 
lars of  the  grammar >  school  •  From  the  front  of  this 
gallery  spring  two  side  ones,  on  a  line  with  the  in* 
side  of  the  piers,  till  they  close  the  square,  by  inter- 
secting  the  corners  of  a-  ^lery  in  the  east  end,  ap* 
proprlated  for  the  magistrates. 

''  in  the  centre  of  this  gallery  there  is,  a  canopy,  anp*? 
ported  by  four  fluted  mahogany  colunvis,  of  the  Co<- 
rinthian  order,  with  their  capitals  gilt.     There  is  a 

pediment 
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pediiDtni  m  froalj  oo  wbieb  theHown't  arms  are  cut 
io  UfUorelwpa^  and  pioperly  coloured.  Over  the  breast 
af  ibe  gallery  bangs  a  deep  covering  of  crimson- veWelt^ 
witb  a  g)»ld  fringe.  Tbe  lord  provost  siu  under  the 
canppy,  with  tbe  bailies,  and  other  magistrates,  on  bia 
»giu  and  left,  according  ta  their  rank  and  seniority,. 
On  a.d^d  wfall,  at  the, back  of  the  gallery,  are  tw» 
pieces  of  tapestry ;  tbe  one  representing  Abasuerna* 
holding  forth  tbe  golden,  sceptre  to  (^uem  Esther;  the 
ather^  Jephtba  meetkig  his  daughter.  ^  A  very  elegant 
pulpit  and  reader's  desk»  stand  on  the  centrical  pier  oa 
the  sovUh  aide  wall  of  the  n)iddle  aisle. , 

"  This  cburcb  was  built  from  af^aa  pMsented  to  the 
townj  by  tbe  celebrated  Mr.  James  Gibb>  arcbttect,.*. 
citizea  of  Aberdeen.  h\  the  year  1715^1,  tbe  magb- 
trates  contracted  witb  Mjt.  Wylie>  a  wjeigbt  from. 
Edinburgba  who  agreed  to. complete  tbe  design  for 
fuur  thousand  pocmda  sterling*  only  the  magistrates 
were  to  cover  the  roof  witb  lead»  at  their-  own  expense. 
It  was  opened  for  public  worsbip,  on  Sunday,  the  9tJ{i 
of  November^  1755,  when  Mr.  James  Ogil vie,  then 
(Hie  of  tbe  town's  ministers,  preached  from  these  words> 
"  la  all  places  where  I  record  my  nttme>  will  I  com» 
"  unto  thee,  and  I  will  bless  thee." — £xod.  xx.  24. 

"  The  East  Church  is  atuSe  Gotbic  building,  eighty* 
six  feet  in  lei^th«  to  the  breast  of  the  altar.  Tbe 
arches  which  divide  the  middle  and  side. aisles^  are 
lofty,  and  supported  by  i^trong  pillars.  Tbe  cbuicb 
has  a  double  row  of  galleries  in  the  west  end,  and  a: 
single,  row  oa  each  side ;  tbe  breasts  oi'  them  in  a  liaa 
with  thepillars*    Oo  the  east  end^  duriag  tbe  tataUxBh* 

ittcnt 
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neat  of  popery  and  episcopacyi  the  ahar  stoocTiii  a 
large  bovr^window,  divided  into  three  lighted  by  small 
atone  ptert.  This  projection  is  twenty*two  feet  broad 
in  fronty  eighteen  feet  deep,  and  about  thtrty-six  feet 
high.  It  was  called  the  Sanctum  umciorum,  from  the 
purpose  to  which  it  was  appropriated.  It  is  now  fit- 
ted up  with  pews  for  the  old  |)eople  and  children  ia 
the  poof -house. 

^  in  the  body  of  the  church  hang  seyeral  large  brass 
ehandelien ;  and  before  the  upper  gaUery  in  the  west 
end,  hangft  a  small  ship  in  full  trim,  to  indicate  that 
the  gallery  1^ appropriated  for  sea- faring  people.  The 
pulpit  is  on  the  north  side ;  backward  frem  which  we 
enter  to  a  large  room  where  the  charch^session  meets 
to  do  business^  Id  the  waU,  near  the  sessien-house 
door,  a  small  flat  stone  marks  ihe  place  where  Mr* 
Adam  Hariot,  their  first  protest  ant  minister,  was  bu- 
ried. Between  the  two  churches,  there  is  a  lof^y  cross 
building,  called  Dri^m^s  Ai^e,  in*  one  ejid  of  which  the 
^^resbytery  and  synod  of  Aberdeen  nieet.  It  is  about 
one  hundred  feet  long,  twenty  feet  broad,  and  seems 
about  fifty  feet  high  in  the  roof,  which  is  a  platform 
covered  with  lead,  as  both  churches  and  the  session- 
house  are. 

*'  From  the  centre  of  this  aisle  rises  a  small  square 
lower,  about  twelve  feet  high/in  which  five  large  belis 
are  hung,  one  above  another;  on  each  corner  of  the 
tower,  on  the  outside,  is  a  smaU  square  wooden  spire, 
formed  of  strong  cross  logs  of  oak,  mortized  and  pinned 
into  one  another.  The  spire  ends  in  a  point,  and  has  a 
gilt  ball  and  weathercocjk  at  top  j  it  irouriousiv  co- 
vered. 
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vered  with  sheet^l^ad^  We  ascend  to  it  from  the  floor 
of  the  BJsIe^  by  almost  perpendicular  stairs  andladdeiB 
of  siBty^fmir  steps.  The  steeple  is  furnished  wiih  an 
exceeding  good  public  clodc  which  chimes  the  qnar^ 
ten ;  and  on  each  of  the  square^,  there  is  a  large  4iaL* 
plate* 

"  The  largest  bell.caUeA  Lanrence^  is  foor  feet  dia^ 
meter  at  the  moatlu  very  thick,  and  three  and  an  hM 
foot  high;  of.  old,  there  \iraa  an  act  of  cooneil  naadcu 
that  this  bell  should  not  be  tolled  but  for  the  gfeat  aild 
honebndble. 

"  Though'Uie  whole  of  the  cress  building  is  commeaw 
ly  called  Brooi's  Aisle,  yet»  properly  speaking,  that  end 
of  it  where  the  synod  meets,  should  only  be  so  called^ 
fer  diere  tbe  Drum  family  have  always  been  buried. 
That  they  had  originally  a  property  in  it,  is  evident 
from  the  family  arms  being  cut  in  the  stone  pier,  be* 
tween  the  windows,  and  stampt  upon  the  lead  of  the 
rofi^.  The  town  of  Aberdeen  never  would  have  per«> 
mitted  this,  had  not  the  laird  of  Drum  merited,  by  hie 
benefactions  to  the  building,  tbe  exclusive  privilege  of 
burying  in  that  part  of  it.  The  family  also  founded 
an  altaraf^  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicolas,  to  tbe  honour 
of  God  and  St.  Ninian,  who  had  three  altars  in  that 
church.  Those  of  the.  Drum  family  who  are  buried  in 
tbis  aisle,  pay  no  burial  dues  to  the  town,  unless  they 
had  beien forisfamiliated" 

Tbe  borying*groond  is  extensive,  but.  not  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  increased  popoiatioB  of 
Aberdeen ;  and  a  considerable  addition  has  lately 
been  made  to  it.    It  is  inclosed  with  a  high  stone  and 

lime 


106  HISTOIIY  OF  ABBftDftftN. 

lime  wall,  in  which  there  are  four  large  gatesj*  and  a 
aide  entry,  by  a  door ;  and  another  entry  is  just  now 
opening  from  Union- street.  There  are  a  great  many 
tombs  on  the  west  wall,  but  few  of  them  in  a  good 
taste. 

Si.  Paul's  Chapel  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Gallowgate,  where  diyine  service  is  performed  accord* 
-  ing  to  the  rites  of  the'  church  of  England^    It  was 
built  in  the  year  1Z21,  and  is  eighty  feet  long,  and 
thirty  feet  broad,  and  has  an  aisle  on  the  north  side, 
thirty*six  feet  in  front,  and  twenty-one  feet  back- 
ward.     The  galleries   are  eleven  feet  eight  inches 
.above  the  floor  of  the  chape!.    In  the  centre  of  the 
Toof  is  a  handsome  cupola,  about  nine  feet  diameter, 
and  covered  with  glass.     There  are  two  clergymen 
appointed  to  this  chapel,  who  are  supported  by  the 
«eat-rents>  collections  at  the  doors,  and  some  funds 
'arising  from  donations*. 

St.  Andrew's  Chapd,  which  belongs  to  Bishop  Skin- 
ner. U«itu9ited  ill  Longacre.  It  is  a  large  house,  and 
well  filled  by  a  numerous  body  of  Scotch  episdopaliaas. 
This  sect  has  also  another  chapel  in  Golden-square,  a 
little  to  the  west  of  Union-street,  which  is  a  neat  house, 
with  a  small,  but  elegant  steeple  on  the  north-west  end. 
Each  of  these  three  chapels  has  an  organ,  which  is  a 
great  improvement  to  their  psalmody. — ^In  the  presby- 
terian  churches,  organs  have  not  been  admitted  :  .the 
attempt  to  introduce  them  was  made  at  Glasgow,  but 
the  fanatics  opposed  it,  and  tiie  General  Assembly 
sanctioned  their  folly.     The  more  rational  part,  of  the 

presbyterians 
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presbyteriaiis  would  have  no  objections  to  see  organs, 
in  their  churches ;  but  the  ignoranl>  who  are  nume- 
rous and  bigotted,  would  think  the  introduction  of  or- 
gans all  approach  to  popery^  which  they  are  taught  to 
consider  as  the  worst  of  all  religious  establishments^ 

The  Roman  Catholic  Chtqfel  is  situated  at  the  north 
extremity  of  Castle- street,  and  is  attended  by  a  very 
genteel  congregation. 

Medical  Society. — A  particular  account  of  the  rise 
and  progress  of  the  Aberdeen  Medical  Society,  con- 
taining the  laws,  regulations,  &;c.  was  printed  in  the 
year  1796,  for  the  use  of  the  members.  For  th^  in- 
fbrmaftion  of  the  public,  the  author  takes  the  liberty  to 
quote  largely  from  the  introduction  to  that^Httle  book; 
at  the  same  time,  waring  the  prelim inai'y  observations 
on  the  importance  of  the  art  of  medicine,  as  he  doubts 
if  it  is  yet  brought  to  such  perfection,  as  to  enable  its 
professors  to  "  strew  the  borders  of  the  grave  with 

'*  For  the  establishment  of  a  medical  society  at  Aber- 
deen, several  attempts  had  been  madej  but  they  all 
proved  abortive,  till  the  year  1789,  when,  by  the  un- 
remitted exertions  of  a  few  young  men,  engaged  in 
the  study  of  medicine,  the  present  society  was  set  on 
foot.  By  them  no  labour  was  spared,  nor  any  means 
left  untried,  that  seemed  likely  to  give  stability  to  the 
instltation,  and  promote  its  success.  But  as  several 
prior  SLttempts  had  been  made  in  vain  for  a  like  estab- 
Ushmentj   it  was  their  determined  resolution  not  to 

make 
*  IntrodactTon,  printed  in  1796,  p.  U 
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make  known  the  scheme,  even  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty  residing  in  the  place,  and  still  less  to  the  puh- 
lic  at  large,  until  a  trials  for  a  reasonable  time^  should 
prove  the  probability  of  its  success, 

"  Some  time  after  its  institution,  the  members,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  progress  it  had  made,  and  presoibiag 
tkat  its  obvious  utility  would  draw  the  patronage  and 
attention  of  those  more  immediately  connected  with 
medicine,  gave  intimation  of  it  to  the  medical  gentle- 
4iien  of  the  place,  and  afterwards  to  the  professors  of 
both  colleges;  from  whom  it  received,  not  only  a 
general  approbation,  but  many  particular  marks  of 
their  attention. 

"  As  the  niembers  had  no  particular  place  of  meeting, 
the  present  professor  of  Greek,  in  Marischal  College, 
whose  exertions  for  the  promotion  of  science  are  well 
known,  was  pleased  to  offer  his  class-room  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  society.  In  it  the  meetings  were 
held  weekly ;  and  the  only  business  done,  was  the 
reading  of  a  dissertation  by  one  of  the  members. 

"  For  a  considerable  time  after  its  institution,  the  so- 
ciety had  no  property  ;  and  the  only  collections  made, 
were  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses.  But,  in  Fe* 
bruary,  179 1,  the  members,  conscious  of  the  utility  and 
advantages  that  are  derived  from  the  establishment  of 
a  public  library,  made  a  proposal  for  an  institution  of 
this  kind.  This,  by  t:he  liberal  donations  of  th^  metn- 
Ibers,  and  other  gentlemen  friendly  to  the  society,  lias 
"been  well  supported,  and  now  consists  of  many  hun- 
dred volumes. 

"  In  June  J  791,  a  plan  was  proposed  for  the  establish- 

ttient 
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m^t  of  a  medical  museum.     This  indeed^  from  the 
want  of  anatomical  prelections,  and  from  the  difficulty 
of  \ procuring  recent  subjects,  is  an  object  which  the 
society  has  had  very  much  at  heart,  for  several  years 
'  past,  a^  being  a  source  of  instruction,  to  the  young 
students  especially,  in  many  respects  more  useful  than 
books.    But  ajthough  the  members  hare  taken  advan* 
tage  of  every  opportunity  in  their  power,  to  promote 
this  important  establishment,  their  efforts  have  hither- 
to been  attended  with  but  little  success ;  and  they  are 
sorjy  to  observe,  that  the  preparations  yet  collected, 
fall  far  short,  both  ia  number  and  variety,  of  what 
would  be  requisite  for  illustrating  even  the  general 
principles  of  anatomy.     And  as  there  is  but  little 
probability  that  the  society  will  ever  be  able  of  itself 
to  procure  such  a  number  of  preparations,  as  can  make 
the  museum  either  useful  or  respectable,  it  is  hoped, 
the  members  will  be  forgiven,  if  iMey  presume  to  so- 
licit the  patrons  of  this  science  to  contribute,  as  much 
as  lies  in  their  power,  to  its  advancement.     It  cannot 
be  doubted,  that  among  those,  into  whose  hands  the 
present  pamphlet  may  come,  there  will  be  some,  par- 
ticularly at  London  and  Edinburgh,  who  may  have  it 
very  much  in  their  power  to  assist  the  society  in  this 
way.     A  late  traveller,  in  a  tour  through  Italy,  ob- 
serves, that  at  the  anatomical  theatres  of  some  of  the 
tiniversities  in  that  country,  preparations  are  frequent- 
ly thrown  into  the  dunghill,  which  would  be  con- 
sidered as  highly  ornamental  in  a  I^ndon  collection. 
In  like  manner,  it  is  probable,  that  at  the  anatomical 
theatres  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  many  preparations 
K  '^  are 
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are  sufiered  to  perish^  wbicb  would  be  valuable  ac« 
quisition$  to  the  students  of  Aberdeen. 

"  But  the  membersj  though  anxious  fw  the  advance* 
ment  of  their  library  and  museum,  did  not  overlook 
that  part  of  m<edical  science  more  immediately  con* 
iiected  with  practice. — Some  time  after  the  inslitutioni 
a  resolution  was  entered  into,  that  a  book  should  be 
kept  under  the  care  of  the  secretary,  for  the  insertion 
of  observations  and  ca9es,  occurring  to  practitioners  at 
a  distance ;  and  the  society  is  already  in  possession  of 
several  valuable  cases,  comniusicated  by  di^Ter^t  me- 
dical gentlemen.     It  has  often  been  matter  of  regret, 
that  too  many  valuable  and  important  cases,  falling 
under  the  observation  of  physicians  at  a  distance  from 
the  capital,  have  been  frequently  lost  to  the  public ; 
but  here  an  opportunity  is  given  them,  not  only  of 
obliging  the  society  by  such  communications,  bat  al- 
so of  makij)g  them  of  general  utility.     It  may  like- 
wise be  of  considerable  importance  to  record  remark- 
able changes  of  the  weather,  with  the  prevailing  epi- 
demics of  particular  places.     All  such  cornmunica* 
tlons  may  therefore  be  addressed  To  tfie  Seartary  qf 
'  the  Medical  Society, 

'*  In  1762,  from  the  flourishing  stat'fe  of  the  society, 
and  for  the  convenience  of  the  members,  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  print  the  laws  and  regulations,  and  a  ca- 
talogue of  the  books  belonging  to  the  society.  By 
this  means  too,  the  institution  came  to  be  more  gene- 
rally known ;  at  the  same  time,  it  was  a^  means  of  re* 
commending  it  to-the  patronage  of  literary  men,  and 
the  friends  of  medical  improvement  throughout  tbe 
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blafid  'y  many  of  whom,  residing  at  a  distance,,  and  of 
th^ot  not  a  (ew  connected  with  this  place,  by  birtb,> 
education,  or  otherwise,  there  is  good  reason  to  be* 
iieve,  had  never  before  beard  that  such  an  institution 
existed, :  To  the  friends  of  science  in  general,  but  more 
particqjbarly  to  those  who  belong  to  the  medical  pro- 
fessiogji  the  news  of  any  such  institution  will  haiu- 
rally  .be  in  some  degree,  ecueptable,  if  not  interesting^ 
Itcsoi  hardly  fail  to  excite  a  transient  wish  of  success, 
e^eri  from  persons  the  most  indifferent  to  such  pursuits. 
InHfae  breasu  of  m»ny,  it  has  already  awakened  sca^ 
tidients  the  most  friendly  and  beneficent,  and  a  cor^ 
resfKHiding  conduct.    For  it  is  a  Mattering  circum- 
stance to  the  members,  that  the  presei\t  institmion  has- 
mejt  the  approbation,  ,and  received  the  patronage,  of 
same  men  of  the  first  literary  talents ;  and  in  pariicu* 
lar>  by.  means  of  several  eminent  and  wortby  cbarac- 
t^n  in  London  and  Bdinburgh,  the  society  has  receiv- 
ed a  ocmaiderabie  number  of  valuable  donations  to  the 
library.     It  is  much  owing  lo  these,  and  to  the  gentle* 
men  of  the  faculty  of  this  plaqe,  .that  the  society,  has 
attained  its  present  flourishing  condition. 

*'  In  consequence  of  the  numerous  additions  which 
have  been  made  to  the  library,  and  from^  other  cir- 
cumstances, a  second  edition  of  the  Laws,  8tc.  hafr 
become  necessary.  The,  members  at  a  distance  will 
now  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  progtess  the 
society  has  of  late  made.  At  present,  there  are  none 
of  the  young  men  here,  who'are  not  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing a  seat  in  the  society,  as  soon  after  the  commence- 
nient  of  their  studies,  as  the  establiiifaisd  regulations 
,  k2  will 
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will  permit.  Even  when  first  established^  it  proved  of 
the  utmost  utility  to  most  of  thoseiwbo  have  studied 
medicine  here,  for  some  years  past  It  awakened  a 
spirit  of  emulation  before  unknown,  and  was  the 
means  of  promoting  a  regular  plan,  and  habit  of  ap- 
plication, among  the  generality  of  the  students:  nay, 
it  may  be  said  with  great  truth,  ver^  few  members 
have  bidden  farewell  to  the  society,  without  acknow- 
ledging with  gratitude>  the  benefit!  they  have  derived 
from  it. 

"  The  members  who  compose  this  society  are  divided 
into  three  classes,  distinguished  by  the  names  of  Ho» 
naraiy,  Exiraoidinary,  and  Ordinary,  and  their  respec- 
tive duties  are  prescribed  by  the  following  rules. 

"  H<mora(y  Members, — J .  A|)1ace  in  this  clasa  is  pre- 
sented by  the  society  without  solicitation. 
"  2.  They  receive  a  diploma  upon  admission. 
'f  3.  They  are  the  custodes  of  the  society's  property, 
in  case  of  its  dissolution,  or  any  other  occurrence  that 
may  require  their  interference. 

''  4.  They  may  propose  honorary  or  extraordinary 
members.'^ 

'*  Extraordinary  Members, — 1.  This  class  consists  of 
men  of  letters  and  liberal  professions,  whether  practi- 
tioners in  medicine  or  not. 

**  2.  They  may  be  admitted  with,  or  without  solr- 
citation. 

"  3.  They  have  diplomas. 

"  4.  They  are  neither  obliged  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings, nor  pay  contributions. 

'     *'  5.  They  have  no  vote  in  any  busiiiess  of  the  so* 
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cl^V,  unless  they  kave  preyiously  attended  the  meet- 
ing ibr  three  weeks. 

"  Ordinary  Members^-^l.  This  class  must  consist  of 
medipai  students  only. 

^'^^No  ode  can  be  admitted  an  ordinary  member^ 
wit^ut  direct  solicitation^  and  any  associate  may  in- 
*  form  the  isociety  of  his  request. 

''  5.  Every  pmon  upon  admission,  must  pay  10s.. 
W.,  and  purchase  a  printed  copy  of  the  laws. 

*'  4,  The  abore  form  must  be  observed  for  the  re- 
admissioa  of  such  as  have  seceded ;  and  they  must 
pay  one- half  of  the  original  entry- money  on  agaia 
becoming  members. 

**  5.  Every  new  member  must  sign  the  following. 
obligation  : — '  We,  wh^|9^nahies  are  underwritttn, 
'  bind  and  oblige  oursel^eS,  that  we  will,  tp  the  ut- 
'  most  of  our  power,  promote  the  interests  and  honour 
'  of  this  society  ;  and  that  we  will  never  agree  to  any 
'  measures  destructive  of  its  institution/ 

"  6.  The  attendance  of  ordinary  members  must  be 
Tegular. 

"  7.  It  is  their  privilege  to  vote  the  admission  of ^ 
members  of  every  class. 

*'  8.  No  one  can  be  admitted  as  an  ordinary  nieia- 
ber,  until  he  has  studied  medicine  four  mouths.  And 
between  the  time  of  his  being  proposed,  and  the  time 
of  being  balloted  for,  he  musl  be  examined  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  society  (of  which  the  two  presidents  are 
mef&bers),  who  are  to  report  to  the  society  before  the 
balloting. 

'*  0.  The  secretary  must  be  present  at  the  meeting 
k3^  of 
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of  every  committee,  to  take  down  and  lay  before  the^ 
society,  the  questions  proposed  by  the  committee  to 
the  intrant  member,  together  with  bis  answers/' 

As  a  medical  school,  Aberdeen  does  not  railk  very 
high,  and  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  th^tt  it  should, 
^  long  as  the  medical  chairs>of  both  colleges  are  me-^ 
cures,  which  is  the  case  at  present :  and  it  is  a  gross  - 
abuse  that  ought  to  be  corrected — Sev'eral  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  profession  are  as  eminent  as  any  to  the 
north  of  the  Forth,  both  for  their  knowledge  in  the 
theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  for  their  acquire- 
ments in  literature ;  but  there  are  others  of  such  hnm- 
Ible  pretensions,  as  may  be  found  in  any  country  ?iU 
lage- 

Dispensaries. — There  are  two  institutions  of  this  de- 
scription in  Aberdeen.  The  one,  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Dyce  ;  and  the  other,  tinder  that  of  Dr.  Selbie. 
In  the  first,  the  number  of  patients  last  year,  was  449 ; 
of  whom  424  were  cured,  six  died,  and  under  cure, 
there  were  nineteen^  on  the  7th  June,' 18 10.  In  the 
second>  the  number  of  patients  was  584;  of  whom 
497  were  cured;  14  relieved;  four  incurable;  10 
sent  to  the  hospital;  la  died';  and  44  were  under 
cure..  . 

Vaccine  Institution. — ^Tbis  Taluable  institutimi  was 
established  in  the  year  1803.  The  proTOst  of  Aber- 
deen is  governor,  and  there  is  a^  numerous  list  of  ma- 
nagers for  conducting  its  affairs.  Dr.  James  Allan  is 
operator,  who  performs  inoculation  gratis,  at  the 
jjoor's  hospital,  every  Weda^aday  axvl  Saturday. 
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Riendfy  Societies. — The  most  considerable  of  the 
numerous  associations  in  Aberdeen^  are^  the  SkipniaS" 
i€j^ Society ;  Narrow  Wynd;  ^tiprow;  St.  Andrew's; 
St,  James's  ;  Tnte  Blue  Gardeners;  and  the  Barbers  and 
Wigmakers, 

The  Shipmaster's  is  the  most  ancient^  haying  beei» 
originally, incorporated  by  king  James  VL  in  the  year 
1600,  and  again,  by  king  George  III.  in  1801.     Thi*  ; 
society  is  very  rich,  and  their  decayed  members  pe^ 
ceive  a  corresponding  allowance. 

The  Narrow  W^d  Society  was- first  erected  in  1660^ 
and  its^members-are  numerous,  as  well  as  highly  re- 
spectable. To  illustrate  the  nature  of  these  institu- 
tions, it  may  not  be  improper  to  quote  the  printed 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Narrow  Wynd  Friendly^ 
Society,  '  • 

"  This  society  was  originally  formed  in  the  year 
16G0,  for  the  occasionaLrelief  of  the  poor  in  genera), 
but  chiefly  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  then- 
did,  or  should  afterwards  become  members,  in  case 
their  circumstances  required  it.  Some  years  there- 
after, the  records  and  whole  papers  of  the  society  were- 
lost  by  an  accidental  'fire  in  the  Narrow-wynd;  and  in 
the  years  of  scarcity  and  dearth  about  the  end  of  the 
last  century,  the  whole  stock  of  the  society  was  ex- 
pended for  relief  of  the-  poor,  and  for  burying  the 
deadi 

**  In  Septernber  1707,  several  well-disposed  gentle- 
men formed  the  society  of  new  upon  the  former  plan, 
and  under  the  same  designation,  which  has  been  con- 
tinued from  thLt.time,  for  tbe  purpose  of  establishing^ 
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a  fund  for  an  annval  relief  to  decayed  neeesMtQus 
member^  their  widows  and  children,  by  velttotary 
contribationt;  and  many  since  that  lime  hate  got  a 
inpply  therefrom. 

*'  1.  It  18  therefore  resolved,  that  the  aociety  be 
continued,  and  that  the  produce  of  the  stock  or  fiiod, 
and  annual  contributions,  with  the  exceptions  aftermen* 
tioned,  be  appropriated  and  applied  for  the  mutual  re- 
lief  and  maintenanee  of  all  and  every  the  members 
thereof,  in  old  age,  sickness,  and  infirmity,  or  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  members 
annually  :  That  it  shall  be  known  under  the  naune  and 
designation  of  The  Nakrow  Wtnd  Friendly  Society  ;. 
^  and  that  those  who  are  under  the  above  description, 
who  are  found  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  fond  by 
the  society,  as  after- provided,  shall  share  equally  and 
proportionally,  without  one  being  preferred  to  another. 
"  2.  That  the  official  managers  of  the  society  shall 
be  composed  of  a  preses,  treasurer,  and  twelve  asses* 
sors,  who  shall  be  elected  firom  among  the  annual  con- 
tributing members  of  the  society,  annually,  hy  a  frc e 
election  or  ballot,  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  soci- 
ety; which  is  to  be  held  for  that  purpose  upon  the 
Wednesday  immediately  preceding  Michaelmas  year- 
ly, at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and- in  one  of  the 
.  principal  inns,  or  such  public  hall  witbinr  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  as  the  preses  for  the  time  being  shall  think 
proper  to  fix,  by  an  adveriisement  in  the  Aberdeen 
Journal,  at  least  eight  days  before  the  general  meet- 
ing ;  it  being  understood,  that  the  preses  and  treasurer 
ahall  conttoue  in  <^ce  only  one  year :  That  the  elec- 

tlua 
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lion  shall  be  made  hy  the  members  putting  their  marks 
or  ioitials  to  the  end  of  such  name  on  the  leet  as  they 
shaU  approve,  under  the  inspection  of  such  number  of 
scrutineers  as  the  society  shall  appoint. 

"  3.  That,  for  the  better  conducting  the  business  of 
the  society,  a  clerk  shall  be  chosen  by  the  society  from 
among  the  members^  whose  bu«tness  it  shall  ,be  to  at* 
tend  all  the  meetings  of  the  society— to  make  up  the 
treasureir's  annual  accompts-^and  to  keep  a  regular 
and  distinct  sederunt  booH,  in  which  he  shall  regularly 
minute  and  enter  all  the  orders,  resolutions^  and  trans* 
actions  of  the  society,  which  shall  4)6  patent  to  every 
member.  In  this  book  shall  be  regularly  entered  and 
recorded  tbe  admission  of  every  member ;  and  the 
names  of  those  found  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  fund, 
— he  being  allowed  such  salary  for  his  trouble  as  the 
society  shall  think  adequate :  That  all  resolutions  and 
orders  of  the  society,  in  general  meetings  assembled, 
shall  be  fairly  extended,  read  over  to  the  society,  and 
signed  by  the  presidentVi  initi^Is^  in  presence  of  the 
society. 

".  4.  That  the  society  shall  appoint  a  person  to 
officiate  as  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  at- 
tend the^  general  meetings  of  the  society,  or  priva;t,« 
meetings  of  the  preses,  treasurer,  and  ftssessors,  and  to 
obey  tht*)r  orders  and  directions  in  that  capacity—he 
being  allowed  such  salary  for  his  trouble  as  the  soci* 
ety  ^hall  think  proper. 

'[  5.  That  the  preses,  treasurer,  and  assessors,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  be  a  standing  committee,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  directing  the  way  and  manner,  and  the  secu*, 

■  ritiea 
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titles  npon  which  the  fiinds  of  the  society  shall  he  bi<I 
out,  as  well  as  the  application  of  the  fiiads ;  rahject, 
nevertheless*  to  the  leTtew  and  controul  of  the  society ; 
and  five  of  the  members  of  such  committee,  at  least, 
shall  at  all  times  be  necessaiy  to  concur  in  any  act  of 
such  committee ;  and  all  acts  and  orders  of  such  com- 
mittee, under  the  poweni  hereby  delegated  to  them, 
shall  have  the  like  force  4ind  effect,  as, the  acta  and  or- 
ders of  such  society  at  any  general  meeting  thereof; 
the  preses,  or  in  his  absence,  the  treasurer,  being  al« 
ways  of  the  number* 

"  6.  That  all  monies,  goods,  chattels,  stocks,  annui- 
ties^ and  other  transferable  securities  and  effects  what- 
ever, belonging  to  the  society,  shall  be  vested  in  the 
preses  and  treasurer  of  the  society  for  the  time  being, 
and  their  successors  in  office,  preses  and  treasurer  of 
said  society,  for  the  use  and  benefit  thereof,  and  none 
others ;  and  from  and  after  the  death  or  removal  of 
any  preses  or  treasurer,  shall  vest  in  the  succeeding 
preses  or  treasurer,  for  the  same  estates  and  inte* 
rests,  as  be  or  they  had  therein,  and  subject  to  the  same 
trust,  without  any  assignment  or  transfer  whatever. 

"  7.  That  all  questions  and  matters  coming  before 
the  society  relative  to  their  siTairs,  shall  be  determined 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  and,  in  case  of 
an  equality,  the  preses,  or  chairman  for  the  time;  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  casting  vote,  besides  his  own  delibe- 
rative vote.  In  the  absence  of  the  preses  for  the  time, 
the  treasurer  shall  preside ;  and  in  the  absence  of  both 
preses  and  treasurer,  the  members  present  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  preses  for  the  time  being.    That 

the 
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the  aoeioty^  whenfiOtconyened^  shall  have  povrer  to  im- 
pose  and  infltct  such  reasonable  fioes  and  forfeitures,  not 
exceeding  five  shtUings  sterling,  upon  any  member  or 
membera  who  shall  ofiend  against  the  present  regula- 
tionsy  as  shall  be  just  and  necessary  for  duly  enforcing 
the  samOf  or  lor  keeping  regularity  in  the  society-— 
sac;]!  fines  and  forfeitures  being  sd  ways  added  to  the  funds. 

**  8;  That  the  treasurer  shall  always  keep  the  soci* 
ety^s  writs,  securities^  and  papers  of  importance, — re« 
qeilre  m  annual  contributions,  and  entry-mooey  from 
uew  meabers^-r-^asid  divide  and  pay  away  the  vaontf 
allocated  for  those  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  fund, 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  society,  or  their 
comniittee :'  That  the  treasurer's  accounts  shall  be  fit** 
ted  and  cleared  annually  at  the  general  meeting,  pre* 
vions  to  the  election,  and  the  person  appointed  trea« 
surer  shall  be  obliged  to  find  security,  in  terms  of  the 
statute,  foriiis  intromissions  and  faithful  management, 
if  found  necessary,  or  insisted  upon  by  any  ten  mem- 
bers present  at  his  election,  before  he  enter  upon  hLa 
office :  That  all  the  writs,  vouchers  of  debts,  securi« 
ties,  and  other  deeds  of  importance^  shall  be  deposited 
iQ  a.  chest  having  three  keys,  one  whereof  shall  be 
kept  by  the  preses,  one  by  the  treasurer,  and  another 
by  the  clerk. 

"  9.  That  the  admission  dues  of  every  person  desi- 
ring to  be  admitted  a  member  of  this  society,  shall  be 
one  guinea ;  but  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  society, 
at  any  general  meeting,  to  increase  the  entry-money  as 
the  funds  advance':  That  no  person  shall  be  admitted 
but  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  society ;  anJ 

it 


1^0  RUTOftY  OP  ABUDfilK. 

it  shall  be  certified  by  a  inajori^  of  the  committee  for 
the  time  being,  that  he  is  a  person  of -good  character, 
worthy  to  be  admitted  a  member,  and  his  application 
for  admission  shall  be  given  in  to  the  preses,  at  least 
ten  days  before  the  annual  general  meeting.  And  ao}r 
person  who  shall  be  refused  by  the  committee,  shall 
have  it  in  his  power  to  apply  to  the  first  meeting,  wbo 
shall,  in  the  same  mode  as  is  proposed  for  the  electioa 
of  office-bearers,  reject  or  admit  by  vote  and  scrutiny. 

**  10.  Each  member  of  the  society  already  admitted, 
and  each  member  who  shall  hereaflier  be  admitted, 
shall,  at  the  annual  genera}  meeting,  contribute  and 
pay  to  the  treasurer,  two  ^hillings  sterling ;  and  any 
member  who  shall  fail  to  pay  for  three  years,  if  re- 
siding within  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  shall  be  consider- 
ed as  no  longer  a  member  of  the  society,  and  he,  and 
his  family,  in  the  event  of  bis  death,  shall  forfeit  every 
benefit  from  the  funds :  That  each  member  shall  also 
pay  a  crown  on  his  marriage,  and  one  shilling  foi-  each 
child  of  such  marriage,  to  be  added  to  the  funds  of  the 
society. 

"11.  That  those  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  funds,  are  decayed  necessitous  members,  ia 
old  age,  sickness,  and  infirmity,  and  the  necessitoos 
widows  and  children  of  deceased  members. 

"  12.  That  no  decayed  member,  his  widow  or  chil- 
dren, shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  any  benefit  from  the 
funds  of  the  society,  unless  such  member  shall  have 
regularly  paid  his  annual  contribution,  and  other  dues, 
thereto,  for  the  space  of  seven  "years ;  but  declanngi 
that  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  member,  before  these 

years 
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yeai's  are  expired^  his  widow  and  children  shall  have 
power  to  pay  up  such  annual  contribution  9»  the  mem* 
berhas  been  deficienfc/so  as  to  complete  the  said  seven 
years  contribution ;  but  this  must  be  done  before  the 
appUcation  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds. 

"  IS.  That  no  child  or  children  shall  be  entitled  ta 
the  benefit  of  the  fund^  in  the  event  of  a  widow  of  the 
father  a^  such  child  or  children^  being  on  the  fimds  at 
the  same  time,  nor  after  their  attaining  fourteen  years 
of  age>  unless  from  bodily  or  mental  infirmities  they 
«hall  he  incapable  of  eamiog  their  bread ;  in  which 
case,  the  committee  of  managers  shall  have  power  to 
contimie  the  annual  allowance  :  That  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  this  benefit,  unless  it  is  certified  by  two 
or  more  of  the  assessors  for  the  time  beings  or  the  soci- 
ety at  is^e,  that  such  p(erson  is,  to  the  best  of  their 
Icnowledge  and  information,  an  object  deserving  ibe^ 
benefit  of  the  funds. 

"  l^.-That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  society, 
or  their  committee  of  managers  for  the  time,  to  make 
sueh  addition  to  the  stock  or  funds  of  the  society,  as 
the  state  of  the  pooi'  will  admit  of;  it  being  always 
understood,  that  some  addition  shall  be  made  annual* 
ly  to  the  stock,  and  that  in  no  case  jihall  any  encroach* 
ment  be  made  upon  it. 

"  15;  That  any  widow  on  the  fuiid  marrying  again, 
shall  forfeit  her  benefit  therefrom,  and  no  member  on 
the  funds  shall  be  entitled  to  elect,  or  be  elected  an 
office-bearer  or  asse^ssor ;  nor  have  any  vote  in  tjie  di« 
rection  of  the  society,  so  long  as  he  (H)ntinues  on  the 
funds. 

L  ^10. 
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"  10.  That^  ki  caie  of  any  dispute  between  the  so- 
ciety, or  the  committee  of  nunageriy  and  any  indWi- 
•daal  member  of  the  society,  the.matter  so  in  diipatc 
shall  and  may  be  referred  to  socb  three  arbitrators  «f 
character  in  the  place*  as  shall  be  named  and  elected 
by  a  mayority  of  said  committee ;  and  whatever  award, 
order,  or  determination,  shall  be  made  by  said  arbi- 
trators, or  the  mi^or  part  of  them,  according  to  tbe 
true  purport  and  meaning  of  these  rules  and  regols* 
tions,  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive  oa  sdl  parties. 

"  17.  That  no  part  of  the  foods  of  the  aoGieiy  shall, 
on  any  pretence,  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  thaa 
the  charitable  uses  for  which  the  society  is  formed, 
and  the  necessary  expence  of  management,  undsr 
the  penalty  of  a  dissolution  of  the  society^  or  such 
other  penalty,  or  pecuniary  mulct,  as  may  be  im- 
pesed,  upon  the  complaint  of  the  procurators-fiscal  ef 
the  peace,  for  misconduct  or  other  misdemeanoui^  or  at 
the  instance  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  membeiaof  the 
society. 

/'  18.  That  none  of  the  preceding  rule^  ^Msdevf,  or 
regulations,  shall  be  alteredj  reminded,  or  repealed* 
unless  with  the  consent  and  approbation  .of  three- 
fourths  of  tbe  members  of  the  society,  at  two  subse- 
quent general  meetings,  such  general  meetings  being 
called  by  public  notice  in  writing,  signed  by  autho- 
rity of  the  society,  in  terms  of  the  act. 

''  19.  That  all  tbe  preceding  rules,  orders;,  and  re- 
gulations, shall  be  forthwith  entered  in  |he  sederout 
book  of  the  society,  and  aU  members  to  be  iiereafter 
admitted,  shall  subscribe  the  same  at  their  admimioi^ 
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by  which  they  shall  be  strictly  bound  to  the  same^ 
under  the  penalty  of  fiyc  pounds  sterling*." 

Society  for  the  benefit  of  the  families  of  ClergymeHs — 
This  usefal  institution  was  established  about  twenty 
years  ago.     It  is  supported  by  yearly  subscriptions — 
the  interest  of  money  presented  to  it— and  the  collec- 
tlon  arising  frpm  an  annual  sermom    At  the  last  ge- 
neral meeting,  June  2lst«  18 1 U  the  society  distribu- 
ted L.104  among  eighteen  indigent  families  of  dc< 
ceased  clergymen  of  the  established  churchv     The 
ftmiiies  of  prpfesson  in  the  uniyerstties,  and  of  m)* 
nisters  of  chapels  of  ease^  are  also  included  within  thu 
sphere  of  its  usefulness.    The  society  has  of  lale  re- 
ceived large  subscriptions,  raised  among^gentlemcn  h\ 
India,  connected  with  the  county,  or  friendly  to  their' 
charitable  design ;  but  they  have  still  to  regret,  that 
they  have  never  yet  been  able  to  grant  donations  near- 
ly adequate  to  the  wants  of  those  who  have  applied  to 
them  for  relief. 

The  affairs  of  the  society  are  managed  by  a  presi- 
dent, a  committee  of  members,  and  a  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

Mfwm-Lodges* — In  tbe  following  list,  tke  lodges  are 
ranked  according  to  seniority,  viz. 

Merdeeti,  Lodge,  consisting  of  frooi  2  to  300  siambers. 

St.  Mackm's,  ,      do.         do.  20    to    30  do. 

St,^icolm»  do.  do.         1^0  to  200  do, 

&,  Andrew's,  do.  of  about  200  do. 

OldAhevdeen,         do.  do.  100  do. 

l2  S^t, 

*  There  ate  about  forty  o£  (hsie  (rieadly  locietitt  in  Aberdfen. 
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Si.  Luke* 8,  consisting  of  about  240  members. 
Operative,      do.         of   do.    300        do. 
St,  Jameses,    do.         of   do.     100        do. 
St.  George* 8,  do.         of   do.    200        do. 

Contributing  members  pay  4s.  each  annually ;  and 
the  entry-money  varies  in  the  diflferent  lodges  from 
c£l  10s.  to  £%  3s.  sterling.  Besides  the  above«  there 
is  attached  to  each  lodge,  a  number  of  honorary  mem- 
bers, who  pay  upon  entry  about  the  half  of  what  is 
charged  from  the  contributing  members,  and  they  are 
entitled  to  no  share  of  the  funds. 

The  funds  of  the  respective  lodges  are  laid  out  in 
purchasing  houses  in  Aberdeen ;  and  they  hold  pro- 
perty amopg  them  to  the  amount  of  about  <£  10,000 
sterling.  Superannuated  members  receive  from  SOt. 
to  40s.  annually  ;  widows  and^  orphans  somewhat 
)ess ;  and  sick  members,  from  2s.  to  3s.  weekly. 
When  a  member  dies,  L.20  are  allbwed  towards  de- 
fraying funeral  expences. 

Masonic  associations  are  not  held  in  so  much  repute 
now  as  formerly.  While  they  were  merely  social 
meetings,  they  were  perfectly  harmless,  but  when 
politics  were  introduced  in  their  discussions,  they  de- 
generated into  conventicles  for  the  propagation  of 
dangerous  doctrines.  On  the  continent,  they  have 
been  very^enerally  suppressed,  and  in  this  country 
they  can  scarcely  be  kept  alive,  notwithstanding  their 
anxiety  to  obtrude  themselves  on  the  notice  of  the 
public,  by  their  quarrels  and  squabbles^.     The  Cere- 

n>onieSi 

*  See  the  dUpute  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  and 
■ooie  of  the  other  lodges  in  Bdmburgh. 
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monies  and  tli  the  mmsinery  of  initiation  injte  the 
mystems  of  masonry,  at  least  at  far  as  tlie  three  de- 
greet^  are  quite  harmless,  bat  may  he  considered  as 
triflnig ;  and  it  is  sofiiciently  preposteroas  in  masons 
to  pretend  to  secreU  important  eitlier  to  themselves^ 
or  to  mankind,    llieir  lives  and  conduct  prove  them 
to  be  no  better  members  of  society  than  other  men, 
and  therefore,  it  becomes  a  fair  cmicloston,  that  they 
are  not  in  possession  of  any  thing  which  gives  them 
the  smallest  superiority  over  the  rest  of  mankind.     A 
few  childish  Ceremonies,  which  are  varied  according  to' 
circumstances,  obscare  tales,  and  a  senseless  jaigon,  Can^ 
never  be  valuable  to  society,  but  may  be  made  mys* 
terioos  by  the  exaction  of  awful  oaths.      This,  in- 
deed, is  the  most  objectionable  part  of  the  whole^  as 
oaths,  should  be  applied  only  to  matters  of  magnitude  ; 
and  in  this  case  they  are  unnecessary  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  secrecy,  as  there  is  very  little  chance  of 
the  initiated  exposing  themselves  to  ridicule  by  the 
disclosure  of  their  own  folly.     It  may-  be  said  also, 
Aat  drinking  wine  out  of  a  human  scull  is  somewhat 
indecent;  but  as  this  ceremony  properly  belongs  to 
the  Tttftpktrst  a  man  may  be  initiated  in  the  simple 
degrees  without  the  necessity  of  drinking  from  such  a 
.cup.     8ut  so  little  interesting  is  free  masonry  to  its 
membera,  that  perhaps  not  twenty  in  Aberdeen  could 
carry  a  tufmee  through  the  common  forms  of  the  order. 
Continental  free  masonry,  according  to  Robinson^, 
derived  its  origin  irom  the  English  school>  and  was 
L  3  propagated. 

*'  See  lotrodoction  to  <*  Proefi  of  aCenip.iracy,**  &c.. 
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propagatffd  wilb  great  raccoM  by  artfiil  adventurers^ 
who  turned  it  into  m  source  of  private  emolument 
But  the  simple  form  of  £BgUsb  masonry  did  not  suit 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  votaries  of  mysticism  in  Fratice 
and  Germany^  and  they  ingrafted  upon  it  much  non- 
sense of  their  own«  of  rather  a  dangerous  tendency, 
which  finally  awakened  the  vigilance  of  the  ruling 
powers^  but  too  late  to  avert  the  mischief  that  had 
been  engendered. 

German  masonry  was  constituted  purely  on  the 
EAglish  system^  and  although  the  French  bad  also  re<- 
ceived  their  instruction  from  the  same  source;  yeC 
their  ardour^  and  love  of  novelty,  led  them  to  refine 
upon  it»  by  introducing  various  higher  degrees  un- 
known to  the  mother  lodge  in  London.  Emissaries 
from  the  French  school  soon  overspread  Germany,  and 
the  brethren  were  bewildered  by  the  diflferent  systems 
taught  by  impostors.  One  delusion  was  so  quickly 
followed  by  another,  that  they  knew  not  what  to  be- 
lieve ;  and>  tired  with  a  successioaof  absurdities,,  they 
wisely  resolved,  to  find  out  the  true  source  of  masonry. 
This,  however,  was  an  arduous  pursuit,  as  no  man 
knew  where  to  direct  his  inquiries:  but  it  was  ima- 
gined that  the  secrets  they  so  earnestly  desired,  were 
to  be  found  only  in  the  wilds  of  Scotland.  Ambassa- 
dors were  accordingly  dispatched  to  Aberdeen.  The}* 
had  been  led  to  believe,  that  the  doctors  in  the'  Old 
Town  were,  the  depositaries  of  all  that  was  valuable  in 
masonry.  The  doctors  were  astonished  :  and  great 
was  the  mortification  of  the. deputies,  when  they  found 
that  the  learned  men  could  neither  convert  base  metd 

into 
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bto  gold^  ncMT  raise  tbe  devil,  nor  even  ktiew  any  thing 
farther  about  masonry  than  "  the  simple  tale  of  old 
"  Hiram.''  The  degrees  of  apprentice,  fe^low-crafi^ 
and  master,  comprised  the  whole  of  the  modest  ma- 
sonry x>f  the  Abecdee^  doctors,  who  could  never  be 
accused  of  possessing  the  second  sight  f 

As  charitable  institations,  masonic  societies  are 
highly  praiseworthy ;  and  ia  their  social  meetings^ 
they  are  as  harmless  as  county  clubs,  or  civic  dinner 
parties^  While  they  confined  themselves  to  the  proper 
bttsiness  of  the  lodge,  there  could  have  been  no  objee*- 
tion  to  them  f  but  when  other  topics  were  encouraged, 
the  secrecy  observed  enabled  intriguing  men  to  insi* 
nuate  opinions  hostile  to  morality  and  good  govern- 
ment; at  least,  such  was  said  to  be  the  case  in  the 
continental  lodges :  and  therefore,  ilhimmatism,  with  all 
the  airy  superstructure  whieh.  had  been  raised  on  sim* 
pie  masonry,  was^  abolished. 

To  those  who  are  totally  unacquainted  with  masonr 
ry,  tbe  following  co^y  of  a  knigbt^templar's  diploma, 
may  be  a, curiosity ;.  and  it  certainly  shews  a  little  of 
that  blasphemous  nonsense  which  prevails  among  these 
sons  of  mysticism.^ 

**  In  the  Name  of  the  Holy  Undivided  Trinity, 
"  Father,  Son,  and  Holif  Ghost.. 

"  WE,  the  High  Priest,  Captain-Genera!,  and 
"  Grand  Master  of  a.  Royal  Arch  excellent,  and  Sir 
''  Knights  Teniplars  encampmeqt,  held  under,  the  sanc- 
"  tion  of  &  James's  Lodge,  N^.  165  on  the  registry  of 
1'  ScotlaofJA  DO  certify^  th»t  our  trusty  and  well-be* 

loved; 
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••  loved  brother,  Wofihipfbl  A— ^  B— — »  «ftf r 
*«  having  paMttd  the  chkir  of  the  mM  IxMige^  mm  by 
■*  tM  regelftrly  initiated  in  the  saKlioie  degraes  of  a 
•♦  Royi^  Arch  excellent  mason,  and  aabsequentiy  dub- 
«'  bed  a  Kfdgkt  of  the  most  ancient  and  right  hoieer- 
^  able  order  of  Kkigkt  Tenipkn,  httTing  withstood 
^  with  skill,  Mitode,  and  ▼door,  the  amaxn^  trials 
"  attending  his  admission.— ^iven  under  enr  haads 
^  and  seah  of  out  Encampment,  at  our  General  As- 
**s^wbly.  Ibis  day  of  1811,  and 

'*- of  jLf^^,  5W!. 

Signed,  A.  B>-«  P. 
€.  D.— C.  G. 

Q.  H^-^Secntaty* 

Burracks, — ^Tbe  harracks  are  erected  on  the  castlf^ 
hill.  The  building  commenced  in  1704,  and  was 
Wished  in  179(5,  and  the  expence  of  erection  and  fit- 
*^ng  up,  'araotittted  to  about  L.l€,000i  They  are  cal- 
culated to  contain  46  soldiers*  rooms,  exclusive  of  the 
officers'  apartments,  and  rated  to  hold  542  men*  An 
hospital  was  built  in  the  year  r7.99;  which  cost  about 
L.2000.  Captain  Fallerton  is  barrackrmaster^  and  the 
salary  attached  to  his  office^  is  about  equal  to  a  cap- 
tain's pay  in  the  army,  besides  coal,  candle,  and  sta- 
tionary. Several  of  the  soldiers'  apartments  are  used 
as  store  rooms,  and  the  lower  flat  i^  occupied  with  a 
mess-^room,  cellars,  &e. 
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BridewtlL'^Vnna  the  increasiog  populttion  of  tba 
city  and  county  of  Aberdeeoj  and  consequent  increaaa 
of  delinquents^  a  plan  was  suggested  for  their  solitary 
confinement ;  and  apcordibgly^  an  act  of  parliament 
was  applied  for  and  obtained  in  1802,  for  building  and 
msttnMiinipg  a  house  of  correction,  for  the  city  and 
county  of  Aberdeen.  _  . 

This  building  was  finished  in  1B09,  and  opened  for 
thef  reception  of  culprits  of  both  sexe^  on  Monday  the 
2d  day  of  October*  It  stands  on  the  rising  ground  to 
the  west  of  the  towfiy  near  the  chapel  of  ease,  sar* 
rounded  with  a  wall  1 4>  feet  high, '  enclosing  a  garden 
and  airing  grounds^  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners.  The 
house  consists  of  five  floors ;  the  upper  one  of  which 
is  used  ?\s  an  hospital  and  ^tore-rooms.  A  gallery  or 
passage  in  each  floor,  runs  the  whole  length  of  the 
houfe,  having  at  each  end  a  large  Venetian  window. 
On  one  Bide  of  this  gallery  are  the  cells  allotted  Jor 
labour — eleven  in  number ;  each  lighted  by  two  long 
narrow  windows :  and  on  the  other  side,  are  the  bed^ 
chambers,  fourteen  in  number,  having  each  one  win- 
dow of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  others.  Each  pvi* 
soneris  therefore  accommodated  with  two  separate 
apartments — a  plan  which  tends  much  to  the  health 
and  cleanliness  of  the  prisoners.  An  additional  build- 
ing projecU  from  the  centre,  of  the  sam^  height  with 
the  main  house;  in  which  there  are  the  governor's 
apartments,  kitchen,  cammittee*room,  chapel,  and 
4urgeon's  apartments.  The  whole  building  cost  tea 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  which,  with  the  annual 

e^penc^A 
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Mpeace>  it  to  be  defrtytit  bj  an  taeamieiil  ob  the  in- 
iMbitants  of  the  ctty  and  oouniy. 

The  managemeBt  of  the  bridewell  is  eofidncted  by 
a  governor  appointed  by  the  comdiiwionerii  wh^  at 
their  periodical  meetinge,  viait  and  inspect  the  diftr- 
CBt  pnsonera  under  his  cfaarfe«  in  order  to  enquire  in- 
to»  and  redres«i  if  necessary,  any  complaint  that  may 
be  made  agaioat  his  mode  of  trsatment  The  pritan* 
era  are  employed  in  such  labour  as  they  are  capable 
of  perfbfming.  An  exact  aecoant  is  kept  of  the  wages 
of  their'tabonr/and  the  bahmce,  after  defrayii^  the 
expenee  of  their  maintenance,  is  paid  to  them  by  two 
insfcalments :  the  first,  when  the  period  of  their  con* 
finement  expires;  and  the  other,  six  months  after,  op*^ 
on  producing  a  certificate  of  proper  behaviour. 

The  bye-laws  and  regulations  drawn  up  by  the 
fommissioners  for  the  internal  management  and  cbco> 
Homy  of  the  bridewell,  proride  sufficiently  for  the  re* 
straint  and  security,  as  well  as  for  the  cleanMiiesa  and 
health  of  the  prisoners. 

Justices  dmd  magistrates  are  empowered  to  inspect 
the  bridewell  as  often  as  they  may  think  proper,  end 
to  report  any  abuses  which  may  be  discorered  to  tbe 
garter  sessions.  Visiting  justices  are  also  appointed 
by  the  quarter  sessions  to  examine  into  the  state  of  tbe 
house,  tbe  treatment  and  condition  of  the  prisopersi 
itc. 

This  iostitution  is  likely  to  be  productive  of  macb 
benefit  to  the  town  and  county  of  Aberdeen,  as  it  i< 
sufllciently  adapted  £ar  the  purposes  of  labour  and 
solitary  confinement,  which,  blended  with  religious 

instruction, 
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instructioDj  have  been  found,  in  institutions  of  the 
kind  which  have  been  established  in  other  populous 
towns,  the  best  means  yet  devised  to  answer  one  great 
end  of  punishment — the  amendment  of  the  offender. — 
Sir  6.  O.  Paul,  of  Gloucestershire,  says,  that  '*  con- 
"  finement  to  punish,  should  also  be  confinement  to 
"  reform.  It  ^ould  be  a  state  of  continued  occupa- 
"  tion,ittid  of  complete  seclusion  from  the  society  of 
*'  former  friends  and  associates:  by  the  one,  a  habit 
"  of  industry  is  created;  by  the  other,  reflection  is 
"  forced  on  the  mind/' — ^To  make  the  Aberdeenshire 
bridewell  productive  of  such  salutary  effects,  has  been 
the  constant  aim  of  the  commissioners,  as  appears  from 
the  construction,  and  the  mode  of  the  internal  ma- 
nagement of  the  house  ;  and  if  they  are,  seconded  in 
their  exertions  by  a  steady  and  vigorous  co-operation 
of  the  justices  and  magistrates,  the  objects  of  the  esta- 
blishment may  be  completely  accomplished,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  the  town  and  county  of  Aberdeem 


CHAfTBR 
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[iMCORFORiTSD  TRADES^-SOCIETY  OF  AOTOCAlKS.] 
*    #    #    » 

INCORPORATED  TRADES. 

JL  HE  trades  of  Aberdeen  are  incorporated  Into  one 
foodsy,  which  consists  of  the  following  seven  branches^ 
viz.  Hammemicn,  Bakers,  Wnghts  end  Coopers,  Tailors, 
ShoemcLkei^,  Weavers,  and  Fleskeis,  One  convener  pre- 
sides Over  the  whofe ;  but  each  has  a  deacon^  and 
other  officers,  respectively,  for  its*  go^ernmenlr^  and 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  trade.  One  of 
the  established  ministers  of  the  town  is  elected  patron^ 
and  invested  with  certain  powers  of  superintendance, 
in  compliance  with  the  mortification  of  Dr.  Gail^>  who 
was  a  liberal  benefkctor  to  the  corporations*. 

M  It 

*  Dr.  Sbirreft*  I^e  of  Dr.  Guild,  p.  S9.     ^ 
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It  is  mentioned  ia  the  records  of  the  convener- 
rouit,  for  the  year  1632,  that  "Dr.  William  Guild, 
"  pastor  of  Aberdeen,  and  patron  of  the  traids  of  the 
*'  said  burgh,  did  mortifie  and  bestow  several  annoi- 
"'  ties  and  casualties ;  and  in  particular,  dich  bestow 
"  /.omewhat  freely,  in  assisting  the  foresaid  traids,  to 
"  build  and  repair  their  meeting-house  [hall]  and 
"  chapel,  and  for  that  efiect  did  appoynt  that  a  faith- 
"  ful.  Christian,  honest  man  (one  of  the  said  traids), 
**  shall  be  chosen  yearlie,  by  advice  of  the  patron, 
"  and  his  successors,  as  patrons,  with  consent  of  the 
''  members  of  the  deacon  conveiner  court,  to  collect 
"  the  whole  rents  and  casualties  belonging  thereto,  as 
*'  he  shall  be  appoynted,  by  the  acts  made,  or  to  be 
"  made  thereanent."  In  June,  next  year  (1633),  the 
deed  of  foundation  was  ratified  by  royal  charter. 

The  object  of  the  institution  is  sufficiently  illus- 
trated by  the  preamble  to  the  deed  of  mortification, 
which  declares,  "  Wit  ye  me,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
"  comfort  of  the  needy,  and  good  example  of  others, 
*'  charity  to  the  poor,  whom  our  Loitl  Jesus  Christ,  to 
"  the  end  of  the  world  left  amongst  us,  to  be  nourish- 
"  ed,  plothed,  and  fed, — to  have  founded,  gifted,  and 
**'  perpetually  mortified  to  the  poor  tradesmen  of 
"Aberdeen,  and  by  this  my  present  charter,  to 
•*  found,  gift,  and  perpetually  mortify  to  them,  all 
*'  and  haill  the  place  or  monastery  of  the  Holy  Tri- 
**  nity  of  the  bargh  of  Aberdeen,  &c. — to  be  an  hos- 
"  pital  for  the  poor  old,  tradesmpi  of  the  burgh,  to  be 
"sustained  in  the  same^  who  shall  be  of  good  fame, 
"  and  not  redacted  to  poverty  through  tlieir  own  vice,  or 

"  dmnkermess 
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*'  drunkenness  or  mteinperance  ;  and  therefore  that  non^ 
"  be  brought  into  the  said  hospital,  or  receive  of  tht 
"  fruits  of  the  said  mortification,  but  good,  holy,  and 
"  sober  t}ien," 

•    Dr.  Guild,  constantly  bent  on  objects  of  beneficence,, 
at  an  after  period  (1 5th  Septenjber,  1655)$  bequeath- 
ed a  legacy  to  the  corporations,  as  foljovrs;-^"  ThaC 
*'  out  of  the  charitable  disposition  he  had  to  th«  poor, 
"  and  in  obedience  to  tbe  Lord's  precepts,   I  Tim.  vi. 
*'  )7.  and  Heb.  xiii.  16.  he  bound  and  obliged  hinu 
"  .and  his  hen-s  allenarly,  to  the  master  of  hospital, 
"  deacon  convener  of  the  crafts  of  Aberdeen  for  tho 
"  time,  and  remanent  deacons,  to  pay  to  them  th<r 
*'  sum  oi  five  tfwusandmerks  Scots  money,  at  the  nex0 
"  term  after  his  decease,  for  tbe  entertaining  of  thrcer 
*'  poor  boys  who  are  craftsmens  sons,  as  bursars  in  ibti 
"  new  college  of  Aberdeen,  who  are  good  ingynes, 
"  and  able  for  the  said  college,   and  either  have  not 
"  parentis  taput  them  to  the  college,  or  whose  parents 
"  are  poor,  and  known  to  be  unable  to  maintain  thenl 
"^  thereat ;  But  if  it  should  please  his  heirs  rather  to 
**^  denude  themselves  of  the   heritable  right  which  he 
**  had  of  his  fore- house  in  the  Castlegate,  wherein  he 
"  himself  dwelt,  and  brew-house   (or  victual-house) 
"  with  the  room  above,  on  the  other  side  of  the  close, 
*'  rather  than  to  pay  the  five  thousand  merks,  in  that 
**  case,  he  bound  and  obliged  his  heirs  to  denude  them - 
"  Selves  of  the  heritable  right  of  the  said  house,  in 
".  favour  of  the  trades,  for  the  use  fore-named,   the 
'*  infeftment  to  be  on  the  expence  of  the  mortifier  of 
"  the  Trinity  Hospital,  reserving  to  the  mortifier's 
M  2       .  "  wife. 
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'*  wtfe«  %vr  life-renl  oi  tbe  Koute.-T-Xf  aay  Tariaace 
**  should  be  cooceraing  tke  besUwing  of  any  of  these 
*"  bune^  t)ltt  eldftt  miaister  ef  Aberdeen  (as  tbe  most 
*'  conscientious  to  see  mortifications  go  rigbtL  to  de- 
*'  cide  tberein. — ^And  tbat  im|>artially  the  said  beaefit 
*'  be  bestowed^  out  of  ibe  rents  of  the  hoyse,  npoa  tbe 
**  imabk^t  in  means,  ami  the  best  qualified  in  gifts*  m 
"  ihey  shall  answer  to  God ;  whkb  house  in  all  time 
"  coving  (that  H,  not  tbe  rents  thereof,  be  not  per- 
*'  verted  to  any  other  use),  to  be  called  tbe  Bumr^i 
"  McuM  ;  and  when  any  of  them  are  laureai^  libey  by 
"  writiiB^>  to  oblige  themselves^  for  tbe  benefit  re« 
**  cw^i,  when  God  enables  theoa,  to  add  to  this  ttor* 
*'  ttfication;  and  Ibis  their  writing  to  be  careloUy 
**  kept  in  the  master  of  hospiuPs  box,  eitbcar  by  it- 
"^  self,  or  rather  in  a  book  made  for  the  purpose,  who 
"  (the  master  of  hospital)  shall  jMt  the  house,  by  ad* 
"  vice  of  tbe  convener  and  deacons,  and  uptake  the 
"  rents  thereof,  and  to  be  conjuact  with  them  m  the 
"  patroaage  and  election  of  said  bursars."' 

JXf.  Gtuild,  a  short  time  before  he  died,  beqneadted, 
in  the  year  1^57,  seven  thousand  merkf,  **  to  bese- 
"  cured  on  land  by  the  town- council  and  kirk^sessioa 
"  of  Aberdeen,  the  yearly  profit  of  which  to  he  sp- 
,  *'  plied  for  tbe  susten^tion  of  poor  orphans^— to  bold 
"  them  at  schools  or  trades  impartially,  withont  in* 
**  vertiftg  #ny  way  this  mortification,  aa  they  shaU  an- 
"  swer  to  God."^ 

Tbe  several  corporations  assemble  in  tbeir  ball  at 
particular  timea,  to  hold  their  courts,  in^which  the 
deacona  of  each  preside.     The  eamfcncr  courts  also 

meet 
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meet  ia  ihis  place^  and  they  are  ooiifttituted  by  the 
-conrener,  deacong^.  and  cejctatn  representatives  from 
tbe  eorporatioDa^ 

About  the  year  177 1,  it  was  resolved  by  the.corpo'- 
nrticMis  to. establish  a  fand  for  a  provision  to  tlbe  wi- 
dows cif  tradesmen^  which  was>  aocordingly.  accom^ 
plished,  and  much  benefit  has  resulted.from  this  bene- 
volent measure.  But,  independently  of  the  general 
fond,  each. corporation^  has  its  peculiar  institution  Xor 
the  same  humane  purpose  ;  and  one  of  the  most  con- 
siderable belongs- to  the  tailor  trade* 

Mr.  James  Milne  bequeathed  a  legacy  "  for  the  use  • 
"  and  behoof,  of  the  sons  of  d0Cayed  freemen  of  the 
"  Tailor  tr/ufe,  for  instructing  them  in  reading,  xuritirig, 
"  and  accompting,  and  binding  them  ofprentices  to  trades 
"  wilhin  the-burgh  of  Aberdeen,  the  names  oC  Milne 
"  and  Liify  to  be  preferred." — ^At  present,  the  poor 
".  persons  deriving  benefit  frOm  the.  funds  of  the  tsti- 
"  lor.  trade,  consist  of  seventeen  superannuated  mem- 
"hers;  fifteen  widows;  and  thirteen  children  ;-*- 
among  whom  there  is  distributed  annually  not  less  <a 
sum  than  from  ■L.:^  60  to  L.27U  sterling ;  besides,  from 
UO  to  1 40  bolls  of  coals,  and  some  occasiooal  donations* 

As  a  specimen  of  the  mode  of  electing,  the  otTice- 
bearers,  and  managing  the  atiairs  of  the  corporations, 
the  following  account,. relating  to. the  tailors,  is  pre- 
sented to  th&  reader. 

The  corporation  of  tailors  at  present,  consists  of  46 

members,  regularly  qualified  and  admitted,  who  are 

annually  called  about  Michaelmas,  to  elect  a  deacon 

M  3.  andi 

*  Shirrefs*  life  of  Guild,  p.  94» 
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aadodifr«Ace'b«areM.  TlwdoKQDii.firiidtetBihy 
•anugorUy  ofTOt^:  b>  ili<a  giiwin >li^  oC aix  mta 
1)erB;  the  old  deacon  presenting  atsame  twie»  a  lift 
of  fi7e.  From  tkeie  ekeven  tailoi%  ftve  are  oleeted  to> 
serve  ^aa  maslen^  ^d  a  boxmastsr  is  ehoson  fioaa  the 
mastery  two  of  whoai  are  proposed  as  candi&tes  by 
the  deacon*  The  duly  of  the  boxnaater  ia  to  colkct 
aad  disbune  the  nMiniea  belonging  to  the  corporation 
throughout  the  yiear>  which  he  does  without  vay  sa- 
lary or  reward  whateeer.-«-At  MichaeUnas  next  year, 
the  boxmaster  presents  hta  aceouots^  which  ave  read 
over  in  preseiice  of  the  whok  trade ;  and  a  committee 
of  sey^A  members  is  appointed  to  inspect  and  compare 
them  with  the  Touchers,  wheoj  if  right»  they  ace  at- 
tested by  these  aoditofs^ 

Society  of  A«boc0i€»'^Tkewci^ty  of  adaocatea  in 
Aberdeen  is  of  high  anti^tty ;  and  it  appears  by 
their  records  of  matriculation,  tbaM&om  the  year  1549 
to  1600,  no  fewer  than  52  members  were  adm^ted  as 
.practitioners  belbro  the  courts.  They  received  a  le- 
-newftl^of  their  charter  m  May  1709,  which  confirmed 
their  privileges,  and  established  them  into  a  corpoiate 
hody.  The  regulations*  by  which  they  are  governed, 
are  contained  in  a  set  of  i^&zwa  adopted  by  the  soci- 
ety on  the  IC^thof  Jane,  1799,  which  they  ordain  to 
"be  strictly  observed  in  future  by  every  member  of  the 
society. 

''  I.  The  funds  of  the  society  being  destined  for  the 
aid  and  support  of  the  decayed  and  indigent  mfmhers 
thereof  their  vridows,  children,  and  other  relations^  as 

after. 
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arfkcr  ip0Q|fiMl;  tb*9aiQ#  8U11  ki  iiftmie  be  ai^ifdl 
solely  for  these  piivpoMV  »  ltm»  ol  fthe  cbertci/'    * 

ii  The  amoaal  oi  Ibe  diilritetifiM  am  fimilfid  ta 
Ihe  ,/liit  yearly  pradace  of  their  Amds:  ^'aor  ebelK 
they  toe  eMiged  to  dittribttte,  m  one  year>  my  more  of 
laid  ftee  firodluee  iban  to  ibeai  roey  i^^peer  lieceraftiy 
for  aaeweriRg  ^barkable  put poets.^^ 

JIL  'fbe  eider  of  prcfamice  of  tbe  di«liibQlM|i  ie 
eslablidied  to  be,  '*Firs«;p  To  decayed-  iad^ent  niem^ 
bers ;  Seeoodly,  To  the  indigeiit  vhlMra  of  deceased 
members ;  Thirdly^  To  tbe  kidtgent  children^  and  fail- 
ings tbeen,  grandcbildrea  of  deceased  members  f  and^ 
Fouf tfaiiy,  Ta  tbe  imUf^ent  parente,  oe  brothers  and  ah^ 
leis  of  tbe  deceaaed^neanbei^,  and  abtidreti  of  svch 
briitliers  aod  sisters.  Pravidingw  tkafc  while  any  pec- 
son  in  a  prior  clase  shall  receive  aid  from  the  funds  oT 
tbe  society^  none  more  remote,  elaiiiiiiig  nodar  the 
same  member,  shall  have  any  benefit  ham  tbe  fiinds/^' 

IV.  The  dietvibntio;!^  can  only  be  made  at  the  annual 
geaaral  meoticigt  held  on  tbe  la^t  Tueaday  of  Novenrfr- 
ber;  and  all  applications  for  assistance  from  the  fond^, 
must  be  made,  at  least  one  mootb  pvevioosiy  to  tbe 
meeting,  otherwise  Ihe  eoasidefation  of  them  ia  defer- 
red until  next  general  meeting  in>  November,  miless  in 
cases  ofMirgent  necessity  ;  and  it  is  also  provided^  that 
a  general  meeting  may  be  called  to  grant  an  interim- 
supply,  not  exeeeding  L.l^  when  circomstauces oc* 
cur  of  sncb  a  nature  as  to  mqoire  it. 

V.  "  No  person  already  admitted,  or  to  be  bereatfter- 
admitted  a  member  of  the  society,  sbsdl  be  entitbxl  to 
the  benefit  of.  their  foad^  either  for  himself>  his  widow, 

or 
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or  rdations«  antil  after  tbe  expiry  of  seven  years  from 
the  date  of  his  admission  as  a  member/' 

VI.  The  amount  of  the  payment  of  each  member  of 
the  society,  is  fixed  at  L.  I  :  7  1 6  sterling  annually,  for 
'  the  benefit  of  the  funds,  and  29.  Od.  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  library,  under  the  penalty  of  :iOs.  be- 
sides the  annual  contribution.  Failing  ta  pay  for  two 
consecutive  years,  exposes  the  member  either  lo  a 
prosecution  for  arrears  and  penalties,  or  to  expulsion 
from  the  society  ;.  in  which  case,  his  interest- in  the 
fundx,  and  that  of  his  family  ceases. 

VIL  "  The  society,  in  terms  of  their  charter,  shall 
hold  two  general  meetings  yearly,  one  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  June,  and  the  other  on  th^  last  Tuesday  of 
NoTember ;  at  the  last  of  which,  they  shall  elect  a 
president,  and  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  a 
committee  of  five  members.for  giving  their  advice  and 
'direction  in  managing  the  funds.  The  meeting  shall 
also  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members,  along  with 
the  president  and  treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing sucll  candidates  as  may  apply  to  be  admitted 
members  of  the  society.'^ 

VIIL  Tbe  president,  or  any  five  or  more  of  the 
members,  have  the  power  to  call  a  general  meeting  of 
the  society  at  any  time  a»  occasion  may  require  ;  pro- 
vided such  meeting  is  duly  intimated  by  the  ofiicer  of 
the  society  to  every  member  resident  in  Aberdeen  at 
the  time,  by  printed  or  written  tickets,  expressing  the 
object  of  the  meeting. 

IX.  The  society's  books  and  accounts  consist,  1.  Of 
a.sedcruntrbook,  in  which  are  to  be  regularly  recorded 

-  a 
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a  copy  of  theif  chatter/ tbeirfuiore  bye»l8W8«  rcfttla- 
tiofis,  orders^  and  miiiutos.  2.  A  book  of  mceowt^ 
cofitaioingr  a  description  of  the  socMy's  jproporty  $ui 
funds^  with  a  statement  of  their  cash  transactioilii.  S« 
A  matricofaiitofi  book  lor  thenieiAbeni,  to  MCofd  the 
names  of  the  fdrmer,  the  presenl^  md  Aitiire  oMnbers 
of  ^Mt  society.  *'  4tb,  A  matrkroXitioft  book  fora^ 
prentices,  in  which  sbaU  ia  like  manner  be  entered  tfai 
•  oasnes  of  all  tlie  present  a«d  Sotmw  appventices  of 
■lewbers  of  tbe  society,  in  Itfe  (so  fiwr  aa«an  be  dis* 
ooffiffed)^  who,  by  the  reg«lalieBs«  ase  entitled  to  ap« 
f\y  io  be  received  as  memben,  as  bereki  after  eB«K;t- 
ed  i  and  hI  which  abaM  also  fposa  taane  to  tiine  be !»»-» 
tricttlated  tbe  names  of  aU  a^remioee  eooaingvftdes 
regular  indentures  to  any  membjsr  of  this  socieiy  ki 
fntmne,  and  the  ceriimonoemeoC  of  ih»r  apprentice- 
ships :  whidi  several  books  shall  be  bepi  by  the  trea- 
surer of  the  society  for  the  time/' 

X.  This  regulayon  relates  to  the  ki^nng  of  the  so-* 
ciety*a  cbartnra^  title-deeds,  bonds,  wntings  of  ioL* 
portance,  &c. 

XI.  XII.  and  XIII.  These  rogNaailions  deBne  the  trea^ 
aurer^e  duty  in  regard  to  the  aaciety 's  heritaible  sobjecti^ 
aosooat  of  funds,  lending  the  money  on  interest,  &c. 

XIV.^  *'  Nofie  of  the  society's  landa,  tenements,  or 
other  heritable  property,  shall  be  seld^  iened  out^  or  let 
in  twAi  for  my  number  of  years,  bol  by  pnbtic  roiip> 
after  due  notification  in  the  Aberdeen  Journal,  and  §#• 
ter  tbe  upaet  pnee,  fen  duty  or  rent>  and  enduranca  of 
tbe  leaae  to  be  granted,  shall  have  been  preriopsly 
fixed  by  a  general  meeting  of  the  society  i  and  failing 

ofierecs 
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oflferen  at  such  a  roup,  Uien  the  commitiee  of  fund^ 
shall  hate  power  to  conclude  a  priTaie  bargain^  not 
under  the  price,  feo-doty,  or  rent,  so  fixed  by  the  so- 
ciety." 

XV.  Every  member  of  the  society  before  taking  an 
apprentice,  mast  intimate  to  the  committee  of  exami- 
ners  his  intention  in  writing,  containing  the  name  ot 
the  person  proposed,  and  his  age  ;  at  the  same  time 
prodttcihg  a  *'  certificate  of  the  said  apprentice  haviog 
studied  Latin  under  some  master  of  character,  for  at 
least  four  years  suceessirely,  and  two  sessions  at  one 
of  the  universiUes.''  The  committee  being  satisfied  of 
the  eligibility  of  the  apprentiee^  he  must  be  indented 
for  not  less  than  five  years,  and  pay  a  fee  of  at  least 
twenty-five  guineas*. 

XVr.  XVir.  and  XVIII.  When  the  indenture  is 
,  executed,  it  must  be  produced  to  the  treasurer,  in  or- 
der to  be  entered  in  the  matriculation- book  for  ap- 
prentices, for  which  a  charge  is  made  of  L.1  :  1 1  :  6 
sterling,  whereof  L.1  :  is.  shall  be  applied. to  the  funds 
of  the  society,  and  the  remainder  to  the  library- fund." 
In  the  event  of  the  death  of  any  member,  or  of  his  re- 
tiring from  business,  his  apprentices  are  permitted  to 
serve  out  their  time  with  any  other  member,  whose 
discharge  is  equivalent  to  that  of  his  original  master. 
The  commencement  of  his  apprenticeship  being  rec- 
koned from  the  date  of  the  treasurer's  receipt,  for  the 
above  L. l  :  li  : 6  sterling. 

XIX.  Any  person  ^applying  for  admission  into  the 

society* 

♦  Tht  apprentkt  few  have  betn  tioce  reduced  to  JL.IS  ISs, 
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society,  who  has  served  three  years,  if  his  apprentice- 
ship has  commenced  before  the  22d'of  January  1791, 
and  if  he  be  regularly  qitsdified,  is  received,  on  paying 
40  guineas  of  entry-money  for  the^fonds  of  the  soci- 
ety, and  two  guioeas  more  to  the  library-fund.  "  But 
if  such  apprenticeship  has  commenced  after  the  22d 
of  January  179^1,  and  before  the  passing  of  these  re- 
gulations,'the  person  applying  to  be  admitted,  besidea 
such  receipt,  must  also  produce  his  indenture  discharg- 
ed by  the  member  he  has  serred,  bearing  his  having 
served  him  fonr  years  at  least  post^tor  to  the  date  of 
said  receipt ;  and  shall  thereupon  be  admitted,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  foresaid! sum  of  L.42  sterling/' 

XX.  If  the  apprenticeship  of  the-  candidate  ap- 
plying for  admission,  shall  have  commenced  subse- 
quent to  the  date  of  these  regulations,  he  must  pay  of 
i^ntry-^mbaey  to  the  funds,  L.63  sterling,  and  three 
guineas  to'the  library-fundl 

XXI.  The  sons  of  members  are  received  on  paying 
L3l  los.  to  the  fonds  of  the  society,  and  L^l  :  1 1  :  6 
to  the  library-fund. 

XXII.  Any  person  regularly  qualified,  who  may 
l^ave  married  a  daughter  of  a  member,  is  admitted,  on 
the  payment' of  the  sums  due  ^s  the  sons  of  members. 

XXIII.  Every  person  desiring  to  be  entered  in  the 
society,  must  "  first  intimate  hrs  intention  to  the  pre- 
sident for  the  year,  and  in  case  of  his  absence  from 
town,  to  the  treasurer ;  and  shall  deliver  to  them  his 
petitions  to  &e  several  judges,  with  his  indenture  en- 
tered in  the  books  of  the  society,  and  duly  discharged 
in  terms  of  these  regulations  j  and  the  president,  or  in 

his 
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h»  nbteoce/UM  treamrer,  akall  came  a  geiitra}  meel^ 
ing  of  tha  society  to  be  aXM,$ro  renata,  ud  skill 
lay  before  tbem  ancb  petkieai  and  indhMfcwea;  and  if 
at  said  meeting  ao  objection  k  ofiercMft  to  the  iMt,  or 
to  the  character  aad  reputation  of  tbe  candidal^  the 
president  of  tlienoalingchadi  peeaent  the  petttwat  to 
die  i^eriff  and  cominissary,  for  their  remits  to  the 
eonnaittee  of  eaoRBinccs ;  and  such  reasita  bcingigra&t- 
ed,  the  presideiil  stall,  within,  three  daya  aftsr  the  last 
ofthen,  fx  a  ^y,  not  aborosiaB  da^&diata^  for  a 
me^iitg  of  the  said  comimtteey  for  the  paarpaae  of  ma- 
king trial  of  the  candidate's  aMities ;  and  ahaU  canse 
24  hours  previous  notioe  of  the  time,  phK:ef  and  pnr* 
pose  of  the  aveeliog  to  be  gii«n  by  the  officer  of  the 
society,  to  evcsy  membea  of  die  conwwittm  ;  aft  which 
meeting,  if  a  ms^ity  of  the  oofiMniltee  fate  present, 
they  she4l  proceed  and  take  trial  of  the  candidate's 
knowledge  in  the  municipal  laws,  form  of|>eoce8S  be- 
fore the  courts  at  Aberdeen^  and  cowreyancing  ^  and 
if  they  shall  find  him  saffidently  qualified,  they  shall 
forthwith  sign  and  deliver  to  him  tbesr  report  to  that 
purpose.     But  if  the  major  part  of  tho  said  oomnaittee 
shall  not  he  present  at  such  aoeeliag,  then  the  cnndi- 
daie's  trial  shall  be.  dtelermd ;  and  anchor  day,  not 
above  a  \Maek  distant,  fixed  for  the  same  pnrpoae,  and 
21  hours  prertou^s  notice  of  the  day,  hour,  and  place, 
given  asbe^ofe ;  at  which  last  meeting  the  candidate's 
trial  shall  be  proceeded  in,  and  finished. wlthmut  fur- 
ther delay,  by  the  meotbers  of  the  cemmitt^et  then 
present^  whatever  tteiv  number  may  be,  and    vepnri 
thereof  shall  be  made  accordingly ;  the  candidMo  aU 

wavs 
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ways  before  o^  at  r^eiving  the  report^  producing  the 
treasurer's  receipt  for  his  entry-money,  and  fees  pay- 
able to  the  library  fund.'' 

XXIV.  XXV.  If  'any  objection  is  made  to  a  candi* 
dateV  title  or  character,  he  is  allowed  time  (not  ex- 
ceeding one  month),  to  repel  such  objection ;  but  if 
the  same  benot  fiaafly  received,  no  remit  can  be  ap- 
plied for :  and  if,  after  the  remit  afid  trial,  the  com- 
mittee of  examiners  shall  not  l>e  satisfied  of  the  candi- 
date's- knowledge,  they  may  either  immediately  re- 
ject him,  or  defer  his  trial  for  a  reasonable*  time. 

XXVI.  "  No.  person,  except  members'  sons,  shall 
be  admitted  a  member  of  the  society;  who  has  not 
senred  a  regular  apprenticeship,  and  has  complied 
witji  the  other  regulations  Nbefore-specified  ;  nor  any 
person  whatever,  under  21,  or  above  40  years  of  age, 
at  the  time  of  his  application  to  the  society  for  ad- 
mission." 

KXVn.  It  is  a  necessary  qualification  for  admission 
into  this  society,  that  the  candidate  should  be  duly  ad- 
mitted a  procurator  before  the  sheriff  and  commissary^ 
courts :  That  his  residence  should,  be  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen ;  and  that  he  should  not  at  any  time  have 
been  a  messenger  at  arms,  or  have  exercised  that 
office. ' 

XXIX.  Members  of  this  society  are  prohibited 
from  permitting  clerks  of  court,  or  any  persons  what- 
ever, from  carrying  on  business  under  their  names. 

XXXIII.  The  library  is  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  librarian,  and  a  committee  of  five  members, 
along  with  the  president  and  treasurer. 

N      -  XXXIV.   . 
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XyXlV>  Two  mf^n^ers  ar^  apppiati^  in  rotajtion 
tp  ^pt  for  the  pQ9r  gr(UiS' 

XXXV.  If  any  member  sb^U  conduct  bims^lf  im- 
prop^rlyj  \ie  ip^y  b^  expelled  from  ib^  (^ociety  by  the 
vote9  of  tbr^-fourths  of  the  whole :  ^d  all  penalties 
%yhicb  may  be  levied  by  the  treaaur^rt  oiust  be  added 
to  the  funds  of  th^  9pciety. 

The  members  of  this  society  conduct  business  be- 
fore the  &herif!;  commissary^  baillie,  and  j^stice-of- 
peace  courts ;  but  possess  no  privileges  bey(H)d  those 
which  are  common  to  the  procurators  of  the  other 
sheriff- courts  of  Scotland.  Although  designed  ^dvo* 
caUs,  they  are  not  entitled  to  plead  before  the  su- 
preme courts,  or  to  attend  the  circuits,  unless  jn  the 
character  of  agents.  The  designation  of  Advocj^te,  at 
first  proceeded  froip  courtesy,  and  conveyed  no  valu- 
able or  important  right  whatever ;  but  it  is  acknow- 
ledged by  their  last  charter,  and  is  merely  an  hwo- 
t2^vy  title^  which  they  have  enjoyed  for  upwards  of 
two  hundred  years.  The  advqcates  of  Aberdeen, 
however,  com.bine  a  greater  body  of  legal  knowledge 
and  real  talent,  than  perhaps  could  be  found  in  any 
similar  society  in  the  kingdom,  exclusive  of  thos^  in 
the  two  metropolitan  cities  :  and  on  these  alone,  they 
have  maintained  a  reputation  which  reqijires  not  the 
assistance  of  a  title,  but  is  better  supported  by  th^ir 
fair  and  honoi^able  conduct. 

CHAPTEE 


^f  'J  ^- 


CHAPTER  Vr. 

fwtANUFACTURBS— COMMERCE— BANKS— CAN  A.  t.l 
«   «   «   « 

^FBE  art*of  tnanufaetarifig  is  known,  in  some  degree, 
to  tte  most  tttde  societies.  The  first  object  to  wbicli 
men  direct  tbeir  att^fition,  id  tbe  production  oT  such  . 
commodities  ^  ^eir  urgent  wants  re<|Uire.  When 
they  advahce  in  civilization,  new  habits  give  birth  to 
new  inventions,  and  the  progress  of  improvement  is 
constantly  in  proportion  to  the  real  or  imaginary  wants 
of  the  society.  That  perpetual  stimulus  to  exertion 
ivhich  arises  from  the  desire  to  enjoy,  operates  on  the 
creative  faculties  of  man>  and  suggests  schemes  of  im- 
provement. But  in  the  manipulations  of'  the  manu- 
factory, the  division  of  labour  has  produced  the  most 
important  consequences.  *'  The  greatest  improve- 
i'  mentp"  says  Dr.  Smith,  "  in  the  productive  powers 
M  2  ,  "  o& 
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"  of  labour,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  skill,  dexte* 
"  rity,  and  judgment,   with  which    it  is  anywhere 
"  directed  or  applied,  seem  to  have  been  the  effects 
•'  of  the  division  of  labour,"  because,   first,  "  The 
"  division  of  labour,  by  reducing  every  man's  busi- 
''  iiess  to  some  one  simple  operation,  and  by  making 
"  this  operation  the  sole  employment  of  his  life,  ne- 
"  cessarily  increases  very  much  the  dexterity  of  the 
"  workman." — Secondly,   *'  The  advantage  which  is 
"  gained  by  saving  the  time  commonly  lost  in  passlbg 
"  from  one  sort  of  work  to  another,  is  much  greater 
*'  than  we  should  at  first  view  be   apt  to  imagine 
"  it;"    and,    thirdly,    "  Labour  is  facilitated  and 
"  abridged  by  the  application  of  proper  machinery/' 
Ihe  discovery  of  which  "  seems  to  have  been  origi- 
"  nally  owing  to  the  division  of  labour*.*' 

Notwithstanding  the  great  importance  of  the  divi- 
sion of  labour,  it  cannot  be  so  easily  understood  by  a 
rude  society ;  as  it  is  the  means  of  tixchanging'the 
commodities  produceda  or,  in  other  words,  the  extent 
of  the  market,  that  gives  occasion  to  this  improvement. 
It  is  only  the  spare  produce  of  labour  that  can  be  of- 
fered for  sale ;  and  the  exchange  of  one  commodity 
for  another,  depends  upon  the  reciprocal  wants  of  the 
consumers.  It  therefore  requires  the  union  and  co- 
operation jof  men,  as  subsisting  in  civilized  ^society, 
to  give  efficacy  to  that  principle  which  supports  ma- 
nufactures conducted  by  a  division  of  labour.  "  In 
*'  the  lone  houses  and  very  small  villages  which  are 

"  scattered 

f  Wealth  of  Nations,  chap.  i. 


^  mattered  about  in  so  desert  a  country  as  the  High« 
**  lands  of  Scotland^  every  farnitr  mast  be  butohen 
*^  baker,  and  brow«r  for  bis  ovm  fatnily  V  ^  In  «V€ty 
eoimtry  whete  population  is  thiA>  arti&c«r»  must  p€r«« 
form  yarious  sorta  of  wcptk ;  find  be»ca  tfc^y  never  a«w 
qoifB  great  profi<:iency  tn  any  one  branch.«^Thi»  iras 
lite  case  in  Scotland,  until  of  late  years.-  that  regu^^ 
lar  manufactories  have  been  established  on  a  piaa 
adapted  to  the  divtsion  of  labour. 

The  manufactures  of  Scotland,  previously  to  the  iil« 

troduction  of  machinery,  tvere  kA  the  coarsest  ki«d> 

or  such  as  suited  on^y  the  rude  taste  of  a  semi-barblK 

rous  nation.     But,  with  the  progress  of  arts,  machine^ 

ry  was  applied  and  improved:  and  so  far  back  as 

about  1 50  yei^s,  a  species  of  ck>th  called /f^*«7»^,  was. 

tnanufaciored  at  Aberdeen  for  the  fi^eign  market^  and 

9ey8  and  9€rg€9  were  made  for  home  consumption,     l^u 

Skene  Keith,  in  bis  valuable  Survey  of  Aberdeenshiref,. 

mentions,  that  the  lands  of  Gilcomston  were  in  the 

former  century,  "  an  extensive  sheep  farok,  rented  by 

"  an  opulent  manufecturer,  whose  flocks  depastured 

**  the  suburbs  which  surround  the  city'*  of  Aberdeen 

"  on  the  wfjst,  and  the  meadow  of  the  Denburn/* 

The  wool  of  the  sheep  was  converted  into  cloth ;  and 

this  gentleman,  uniting  the  characters  of  sheep- farmer 

and  manufacturer,  acquired  a  considerable  fortune. 

The  knitting  of  stockings  succeeded  the  manufac- 

tore  of  fingrams^  and  this  branch  was  carried  to  its. 

H  S  greatest 

*  W^ahh  of  Nations,  chap..  L 
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greatest  height  about  40  years  ago.  It  has  since  much 
declined^  owing  to  the  want  of  ()emand  in  the  contit^ 
nental  markets^  and  the  continuance  of  the  war  with 
which  Europe  has  been  so  long  distracted.  The  linen 
manufacture  is  also  not  now  so  flourishing  as  formerly, 
from  the  same  causes  which  have  operated  to  injure 
the  stocking  trade ;  and  the  manufacture  of  cotton  is 
likewise  at  present  extremely  languid. 

The  three  great  branches  of  manufacture  carried  on 
at  Aberdeen,  are  the  Woollen,  Ldnen,  and  Coiion. 

The  first  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  kinds : 
the  hosiery,  or  stocking;  and  the  manufacturing  of 
cloth, 

~  The  stocking  manufacture  is  now  carried  to  con* 
siderable  extent ;  and  Messrs  Hadden  and  Company, 
Hre  by  far  the  most  deeply  engaged  in  the  worsted 
manufacture.  They  have  more  than  twenty  machines 
wrought  by  two  steam  engines ;  and,  besides  stoc):- 
"ingSj  they  make  frocks,  mitts,  and  all  sorts  of  hosiery. 
The  application  of  macjbinery  to  the  woollen  manu- 
facture, is  of  recent  date,  having  commenced  in  Janu- 
ary 1790.  Previously  to  that  time,  the  carding  and 
spinning  of  wool  were  performed  by  the  hand  ;  but 
the  introduction  of  machinery  has  greatly  facilitated 
these  operations ;  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the 
woollen  trade  becoming  an  important  branch  of  ma- 
nufacture in  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Charles  Baird,  silk  dyer,  was  the  first  who  suc- 
eessfully  introduced  machinery  in  the  manufacture  of 
wool.  In  summer  1789,  he  went  to  England;  and 
Irom  Rochdale,  brought  bomej,  at  a  considerable  ex- 

pence;. 


■ISTOET  or  ▲BSBDEEN*  151 

pence,  two  carding  engiiiesj  and'  four  spinning  jennies, 
with  the  other  necessary  machines.  That  part  of  the 
machinery  which  required  the  power  of  water, , was 
erected  at  Stoneywood  ;  i.but  the  spinning  jennies, 
broad  .and  narrow  looms,  &c.  were  erected  in  Aber- 
deen.  Wool  was  then,  for  the  first  time  in  Scotland, ' 
manufactured  by  machinery  into  seys,  serges,  plaidens, 
and  other  coarse  cloths.  About  GOO  pounds  were  ma- 
nufactured weekly,  for  the  space  of  six  years,  or  until 
17  yd;,  when  the  machinery  was  increased  to  twice  the 
extent ;  and  accordingly  about .  1 200  pounds  a  week 
were  producedv 

The  preparation  of  wool  by  hand-cards  was  now 
laid  aside ;  and  the  different  manufacturers  in  Aber- 
deen sent  their  wool  to  the  mills  to  be  carded  and 
roved,  and  had  their  different  spinning  jennies,  &c. 
fitted  up  in  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
manufacture.     The  advantage  of  machinery  was  now 
preuy  generally  known,  not  only  in  Aberdeen,  but  in 
all  the  country  round,  to  the  distance  of  thirty  miles ; 
and  the  quantity  of  wool  brought  to  the  mills  to  be 
carded,  Sao.  increased  so  roiich,  that  it  became  neces- 
sary to   erect  additional  machinery.    Two  engines 
were  therefore  added  to  the  original  mill  at  Stoney- 
wood, and  a  separate  mill  was  erected  at  Buxburn ; 
another  in  the  parish  of  Fintray ;  one  at  Garlogie, 
parish  of  Skene;  and  another  at  Gordon's  mills,  parish 
of  St.  Machar.  .  In  the  year  1799,  about  4600  pounds 
of  wool  were  manufactured  weekly  by  eighteen  en- 
gines, which  suppplied  the  demand  from  the  town  and 
the  surrounding  district. 

The 


1511  HlttOllT  aP  ABlft^UII. 

the  tQp€ttUfiity  of  macbinery  OTer  etery  ^a^ 
node  of  maniiracturiDg  wool^  was  now  so  fbtly  tlIlde^ 
fttood^  that  thoM  msmufactorers  in  the  neigUbovrtiood 
of  Peterhead  who  had  been  id  the  praetke  of  seniiDg 
their  wool  to  be  carded  and  roTed  at  Stoneywoed^ 
erected  mills,  in  the  year  1800>  for. their  own  accom- 
modation, at  Old  Deer  and  Strkhen ;  and  so  widely 
are  they  now  extended  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  that 
mills  have  been  set  to  work  at  Himtly,  Tnrriff,  Elgin, 
Forres,  Inverness,  in  Cromarty,  and  in  Caithness. 

So  rapid  has  been  the  increase  of  this  maniifactore, 
that  although  not  a  single  pound  was  prepared  by 
machinery  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen  ten  years  agOi 
there  are  now  upwards  of  6000  potmds  produced 
weekly,  which  are  circulated  through  the  country  for 
the  purpose  of  making  stockings,  trowsers^  jackets, 
&c.  &c. 

With  regard  to  cloth,  Messrs  Crombie^  Knowles, 
and  Company,  at  Cothal-mills,  in  the  parish  of  Fin- 
tray,  eight  miles  from  Aberdeen,  hate  produced  the 
best  quality  :  the  greater  part  of  which  is  sent  to  the 
south  of  Scotland  for  sale.  What  is  sold  in  Aberdeen 
is  calculated  for  home  consumption,  being  of  that 
coarse  kind  which  is  always  in  considerable  request 
among  the  poorer  sort  of  mechanics  and  day-labourers 
in  the  country  districts.  ~  But  the  woollen  trade  is  on* 
ly  in  its  infancy  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom ;  and  we 
may  expect,  Irom  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers, that  it  will  speedily  advance  to  perfec- 
tion, to  the  great  benefit  of  the  city  and  neighbour- 
hood of  Aberdeen* 
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As  a  branch  of  the  woollen  tradei  it  is  necessary  to 
notice  the  carpet  manufactory,  which  was  established 
in  the  year  1781,  at  Bark- mill,  by  John  Burnetii  Esq. 
of  Cricbie,  merchant  in  Aberdeen,  and  was  carried  oa 
by  him  and  his  executors  for  the  spac/e  of  eight  years.^ 
The  manufactory  was  afterwards  purchased  by  Messrs, 
Bait  and  Torry,  merchants,  who  still  continue  to  make 
a  durable  fabric,  chiefly  for  the  home  market 

Idnen  Manufacture.— The  manufacture  of  flax,  as 
conducted  at  Aberdeen,  may  be  divided  into  threes 
branches,  viz.  the  making  of  yarn— of  thread— and  of 
cloth. 

The  manufacture  of  yam  has,  for  a  long  time,  been 
carried  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Aberdeen,  particu-« 
larly  the  finer  kinds  from  Dutch  flax.  It  is  generally 
made  by  flaxdressers,  who  dress  the  lint  to  the  requi« 
site  degree  of  fineness,  and  give  it  out  to  be  spun  by 
the  hand -wheel;  Many  hundred  thousand  spindles 
are  annually  manufactured  in  this  way  in  the  county 
of  Aberdeen,  and  sold  to  thread,  check,  and  Ijnen  cloth 
manufacturers  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  in  £ng« 
land.  Spinning  by  machinery  is  principally  confined 
to  coarse  sizes  of  yarn,  which  is  converted  into  thread 
and  cloth,  partly  manufactured  in  Aberdeen  ;  but  the 
greater  proportion  is  sold  to  canvas  manufacturers  in 
Scotland  and  England. 

The  most  extensive  flax  spinning  mill  in  the  king- 
dom belongs  to  Messrs  Leys,  Mason,  and  Company, 
and  is  situated  at  Grandholm,/on  the  Don,  about  two 
miles  from  Aberdeen.  Last  year,  the  house  contain*, 
ed  about  240  spinning  frames,  which  on  an  average 

might 
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ittig^t  thnm  tS  fr<ym  10,000  to  12,000  spindles  of 
yam  we«k1y,  trbkh  stt  5s.  per  spindle,  would  amount 
t»ffom  <£5(500  to  <£3000  sterling.  But  some  part  of 
tbA  tttachinery  was  employed  in  twisting  the  yam  for 
coloured  thread,  as  the  same  ebmpany  are  also  tery 
ttteittira  thread  tnanufacturers.  They  sell  part  of 
didt  heavy  yams,  and  make  the  remainder  into  a  spe*' 
cies  of  cloth  that  is  not  inferior  in  quality  to  the  best 
Itussia  sheetings,  and  ainswers  the  same  purpose.  Iliis 
flianufactory,  when  an  its  branches  are  united.  Is  the 
ittost  extensire  of  the  kind  in  Britain,  and  productiTS 
of  great  benefit  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  from  the 
empfoymetit  It  glyea  to  labourers,  and  the  circulation 
of  so  m«ch  money  as  is  required  to  carry  it  on. 

Another  ilax  spinning  mill  was  erected  some  years 
ago  In  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  the  machinery  of 
which  is  driven  by  a  steam  engine.  This  mill,  al- 
though not  large,  is  ve^y  complete ;  the  machinery 
being  of  the  most  improved  kind,  and  the  yarn  pro- 
duced, of  the  best  quality. 

The  manufacture  t>f  threads,  both  bleached  and  co- 
loured, is  carried  to  great  extent  in  Aberdeen.  Be- 
sides Messrs  Leys,  Mason,  arid  Company's  manufac- 
tory, there  is  another  belonging  to  Messrs  Milne, 
Cruden,  and  Company,  situated  in  the  Gallowgate. 
The  great  market  for  threads  of  all  kinds  is  London,  as 
the  exporters  there  send  tbeni  all  over  the  world,  as 
well  as  supply  the  country  dealers  in  England.  This 
manufacture,  which  for  more  than  half  a  century  had 
been  profitable  to  Scotland,  is  now  much  on  the  de- 
cline, owing  to  the  restraining  laws  of  our  great  enemy, 

who 
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who  h9fi  ^hni  the.i^^rts  of  tb^  contimpa^t  i^gaiiMt  mff 
ynaaufiM^luFeg  :  wi  owiiig  to  tb^  intfoAncim,  v^  ^ 
bm^  m»r\^h  of  9,  better  quality  pf  coloured  throa4# 
calleii  I\¥l(^,  whicb  U  wa^o  by  tbe  miU  spinn^r^  of 
£figl^(il.  P^IODt  tbre^bds  9r9  ifiz^  of  th^  finest  A^x» 
?P9n  aad  twisted  by  wacbiwery  J  b^np^tb^y  are  mor^ 
even,  9>^d  stronger  than  wbfit  ii»  product  from  biuid^ 
ppun  y$M-n.  Tbe  Scoti^h  m^imfapt^rers  ipigbt  n9 
dQubt  riTS^l  tha  English  in  tbi^  article ;  but  tbe  laar* 
|iet  is  prf)-occupied,  a.nd  tbe  £iigH#b  nation  bare  a 
strong  prejudice  in  favour  of  erery  tbjng  iQade  \\^ 
tl^eir  own  country.  It  is  pert^ip^  that  tbe  yarioi^s  at* 
tempts  to  manufacture  pfM^ent  thread  mi  Scotland  have 
ftiled,  except  io  sp  fi^"  V  psM'tly  to  supply  the  Hmitad 
cciQSQinptipn  at  boipe.  The  cheapneas  of  labour  for- 
uierly  in  Spotland^  gaye  the  Scoti^h  a  great  advantage 
over  tbe  English  thr^ad-i^afiufactur^rsji  and  they  were 
tjirivenoutof  their  own  inarl^et^:  hut  tb^  introduce 
tion  of  machinery  ba^  placed  thein  on  an  equality^  an4 
ti^e  at^^ntio|)«  industry,  and  consequent  skill  of  tbo 
English,  haye  giv^n  then>  the  superiority  over  the  n)|(« 
nufacturers  of  thifi  countiy.  ipie^ched^  or  stitchii^ 
threads,  whicl\  forn^  so  v^q^^bli?  a  bra^icb  of  our  na- 
tional manufa^t^iri^,  are  a^o  in  danger  of  b^ijag  ^^p^, 
pl?inted  by  .9rtt9n  tbreads,  whicb  answ^  ^xtr^ro^ly 
w^ll  for  all  sor^  of  fine  worfc#  and  aye  now  very  geu«» 
rally  used  fqr  jewing  linf  n  ^nd  cotton  fabrics. 

The  nianufa^tur^  of  linen  olotb,  wbich  waa  onfC<^  the 
staple  ^oci^ipodity  of  tbe  county*  bs^  muQb  d^clined^ 
of  late  years,  fvouii  c^tt^^  5:Qnneoted  partly  with  tbQ 
politicaji  sit,u§M9il  pf  feUai"*  ^^^  partly  arising  from 

the 
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the  cheapness  of  cotton  goods.    For  many  purposes  to 
which  lioen  cloth  was  applied^  a  substitute  has  been 
found  in  cotton ;  and  the  impolicy  of  our  own  laws 
enables  foreigners  to  rival  us  in  our  own  markets.   It 
has  been«  in  general*  a  maxim  in  Britain,  to  prohibit 
the   importation  of  manufactured  commodities;  but 
in  the  instance  of  linen  yam  and  cloth,  that  wise  sys- 
-  tem  has  been  disregarded.     It  may  be  said/  that  it  is 
not  an  easy  matter  to  balance  with  exact  nicety  our 
relations  with  foreign  powers,  and  that  if  we  should 
altogether  exclude  their  manufactures,  they  would  na- 
turally reject  ours ;  for  it  is  clear,  that  a  reciprocity  of 
interest  is  the  foundation  of  all  commercial  intercourse. 
If  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  one  people,  and 
under  one  government,  it  might  be  imprudent  in  tte 
legislator  to  interfere  with  the  fair  operations  of  com- 
merce, as  every  part  of  such  an  empire,  however  ex- 
tensive, would  be  equally  entitled  to  enjoy  its  natural 
advantages.     But,  constituted  as  are  the  difl^rent  states 
on  the  fage  of  the  globe,  it  is  a  prevailing  principle 
among  them,,  to  maintain  respectively,  their  particular 
interests ;  and  hence  they  grasp  at  every  preference 
in  commerce  they  deem  important.     If,  therefore,  it 
sdiall  be  thought  expedient  to  give  our  manufacturers 
a  monopoly  of  .our  home  and  colonial  markets,  there 
can  be  no  apology  for  permitting  the  importation  of 
foreign  yarn  and  cloth,  either  into  Britain^  or  into  its 
dependencies.     But  this  rutnoos  practice  has  obtained 
the  sanction  of  our  government  for  many  years;  and 
our  markets,  both  at  home,  and  in  our^olonies  abroad, 
have  been  frequently  glutted  with  the  linen  manufac- 
tures 
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tures  of  Germany  and  Russia^  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  people  in  Scotland. 

Dr.  Skene  Keith>  in  his  Survey  of  Aberdeenshire, 
(p.  587,)  informs  us,  that  the  *'  linen  manufacture, 
"  strictly  so  called,  has  of  late  years,  varied  consider* 
"  ably  in  its  amount. — In  1 808,  the  most  favourable 
"  year  for  a  considerable  time  past,  the  quantity  ma- 
"  fiufactured  was  above  300,000  yards.  By  the  offi- 
''  tial  report,  the  quantity  manufactured  in  1 808,  was 
''  314,556  yards,  worth  <£3 1,000  In  1809,  it  fell  to 
"  102,297  yards,  worth  L.  1 0,000 ;  and  in  1 8 10,  it  rose 
"  to  153,336  yards,  worth  L.  14,000  sterling."— The 
ingenious  and  learned  writer  of  the  report  ascribes  the 
prosperity  of  this  manufacture  in  the  year  1 808,  to 
Buonaparte's  edicts  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  any 
manufactures  of  flax  or  hemp  ;  and  the  decline,  in  the 
two  subsequent  years,  he  attributes  to  the  revocation 
of  these  decrees.  The  remedy  he  points  out,  is,  (o 
adopt  a  prohibitory  system  on  our  part ;  and  he  em- 
phatically remarks,  that  "  it  is  very  impolitic  in  our 
*'  public  ministers  to  permit  the  importation  of  the 
''  manufactures  of  linen  from  those  countries  in  which 
''  the  manufactures  of  Britain  are  confiscated  and 
"  burnt VV 

o  CoUm 

•  The  author  recollects,  that  amongst  Mr.  Pitt's  wise  actt,  it 
was  ordered,  that  smuggled  gio,  when  seized,  should  be  thrown 
into  the  tide,  by  way  of  checking  the  contraband  trade  from 
Flnslung.  This  was  exacdy  what  the  smugglers  wished,  as  the 
desttuction  of  so  much  spirits,  which  at  all  events  was  lost  to 
them  when  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  left  the 

market 
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Cotum  Mant^facture^ — ^Tbe  manufacture  of  cotton 
has  become  an  object  of  the  greatest  imporUnce  to 
Britain^  as  it  contumes  the  produce  of  her  colonies, 
and  gives  employment  to  many  tboo^and  people^ 
Tbpre  may  be  an  objecticm  to  any  nation's  manufactu- 
ring the  produce  of  foi^ign  countries  in  preference  to 
it$  Own;  but  pur  colonial  settlement?  axe  considered 
a<  the  ofTspring  of  the  motli^r  state,  which  gugbt  to  be 
fostered  and  eocouraig^d.  Whether  this  be  a  joat  view 
of  the  subject,  or  otherwise,  k  is  not  our  duty  to  in# 
Testigate ;  and  it  answers  pur  pnrpose  sufficiently^  to 
.adopt  the  commonly  received  opinions  of  mankind^  by. 
allowing,  that  Grefit  Britain  and  her  colonies  are  mu- 
tually benefited  by  their  intercourse.  The  introduc- 
tioi^  of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  Aberdeen  took  place 
in  1779,  by^ Messrs  Gordon^  Barron,  &  Cp.  who  solely 
carried  it  on  for  about  20  years ;  but  it  has  since  wide- 
ly spread  ovfO*  the  country,  and  is  now,  when  united  in 
all  its  part$,  the  most  extensive  branch  of  manufac- 
ture in  the  town.  Sereral  new  companies  have  been 
established  within  the^  twelve  year^,  and  a  great 

number 


market  baret  so  that  they  found  a  readier  tale  id  the  coimcry,  at 
a  higher  price  than  formerly.  Several  hundred  ankers  were 
•taved  at  Aberdeen,  in  consequence  of  this  absurd  measure.  To- 
bacco, when  seized  and  condemned,  wm  V^uraed  in  a  kUn,  and 
the  inliei  sold  for  hehpof  of  the  reveaae.  Bpoiu^pana'f  kwtmg 
vyjitim  is  not  more  f^dipolfnis  thsa  our  ownof  that  period$  ¥4  <t 
is  probables  th^t  when  our  maDuf^ctiirei  shall  be  .again  9*Qfm4 
on  the  coatiaenc,  the  de<p^  will  be  grefitly  incjrc#«ed  ia  Do^ie- 
[^uence  df  that  contompti[oo  by  fire  which  tl^e  irrit^ible  dispoti- 
ttoQ  qi  our  enemy  has  so  foolishly  induced. 
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number  of  men,  women^  aod  childrei}>  are  employed 
in  the  city  and  fieighbottrhood.  The  most  cotisiider- 
able  house  In  thii  manufactcire,  with  the  estception  of 
the  original  eoftipanyi  is  Musts  .Fofb«»,  Low/  and 
Company,  who  have  erected  a  large  workj  with  two 
steam-enginesj  close,  by  the  Dtt,  and  within  the  su- 
burbs of  the  town.  There  are  about  600  persons  em- 
ployed ift  this  manuftctory ;  and  l3esides  spinmn^ 
yarn,  and  weaving  it  into  efotb^  they  make  sewing- 
threads  of  an  excellent  quality.  The  Ih^t  established 
€ompapy>  whose  works  are  situated  on  th^  ban£»  of 
tte  lXm>  hive  a  printfield,  bleacM^h),  and  two  eot- 
tCHii-milhs.  They  have  brought  the  art  of  printtng  !o> 
great  perfection.  Their  colours  are  fixed  and  bril- 
liant ;  and  that  particular  species  of  goods  called 
Shawls,  hafS  a<iquired  a  high  repntatioii  in  England, 
for  colour  and  quality. 

Ii  has  been  often  sakl,  that  the  genius  of  the  people 
on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  is  better  adapted  for  c(m« 
ducting  the  linen  than  the  cotton  manufacture,  which 
they  ought  not  to  attempt,  but  to  leave  entirely  to  tho 
inhabitants  of  the  west.  The  success  of  the  Aber- 
deen  cotton  manufacturers>  however,  fully  contradicts 
this  opinion :  and  there  is'no  physical  cause  existing; 
to  prevent  them  from  carrying  on  that  manufacture 
with  as  great  advantage  in  Aberdeen>  as  it  possibly 
can  be  done  in  Glasgow  and  Paisley. 

Aberdeen,  from  its  local  situation,  possesses  cver^ 

ftctlity  for  carrying  on  all  those  branches  of  manufac* 

tufe  which  are  commoh  to  Scotland.    Accordingly  we 

iind  almost  every  variety  of  manufticture  estabirshed 

o  2  here. 
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bere«  which  the  inTention  of  the  people  can  suggest 
It  would  be  tedioas,  and  perhaps  uninteresting,  to  en- 
ter minutely  into  the  history  of  ei^ry  branch  *.  we 
shall  therefore  only  slightly  notice  them. 

Breweriei, — Gikomston  brewery  is  the  oldest^  and 
was  established  in  the  year  1767.  The  average  quan- 
tity brewed  fer  the  last  three  years  may  be  stated  at 
4500  barrels  of  strong  beer  and  porter^  and  3000  bar« 
jrels  of  table  beer,  per  annum. 

Devanha  brewery  was  established  in  1807.  It  is 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee,  about  a  mile  from 
the  town.  This  work  is  the  most  extensive  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  and  its  porter  has  acquired  great 
celebrity. 

Old  Tov;n  brewery,  belonging  to  Messrs  Irvine  and 
Company^  may  be  ranked  next  in  point  of  magnitude ; 
and  the  quantity  they  brew,  may  be  stated  at  2000 
barrels  of  porter  and  strong  ale,  and  1500  barrels 
pf  table  beer  amiually.  The  porter  and  strong  ale  of 
this  brewery,  are  also  of  a  superior  quality.  There 
are  several  other  breweries  in  Aberdeen  and  its  vici- 
nity ^  and  altogether^  the  quantity  they  brew,  may  be 
estimated  at  22,700  barrels  of  porter,  strong  ale,  and 
table  beer. 

Iron  Foundries.'-^A  work  of  this  kind  was  first  at- 
tempted ill  Aberdeen  about  60  years  ago,  but  was 
soon  after  laid  aside,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procu- 
ring materials  of  a  proper  quality,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  obtaining  a  regular  supply.     Those  con^cerned, 

.  having 
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having  placed  their  principal  dependance  on  the  im  > 
porlation  of  old  metal  from  Holland^  and  which  could 
be  nianufactured  onl^  into  coarse  articles.  About  the 
y*ar  I78D,  another  foundry  was  begun  under  nearly 
the  same  disadvantages^  and  attended  with  no  better 
success  :  for  although  irofi-itoines  were  wrought  in  the 
south  of  Scotland,  they  wiere  almost  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  Carron  company,  which  wish- 
ed to  monopolise  the  manufacture,  A  few  years  af- 
terwards, however,  more  mines  were  opened  by  differ- 
ent proprietors,  and  pig-iroh  could  be  easily  obtained. 
A  work  was  erected  at  Crrandholm- mills  about  tb^ 
year  1797;  another  in  the  town,  in  ld04;  and  one 
since  at  Ferry- hill.  These  works  manufacture  most 
kinds  of  articles  connected  with  agriculture,  machine- 
ry, and  domestic  purposes. 

Jkkte  Manufacture.-^iyih  institution  is  carried  6ri . 
under  th^  name  of  the  'Aberdeen^  Tape  Company. 
"  Its  linen  tapes  are  equal  fn  quality  to  those 
"  of  any  manufactory  in  Britain>  Formerly,  the 
"  tapes  used  in  this  country,  were  made  in  Holland ; 
''  but  are  now  made  in  greater  perfection  in  this  city  : 
•'  and  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  the  importation. 
"  of  foreign  tapes,  as  well  as  all  linen  cloth>  ought  to 
"  be  prohibited*.'^ 

Shipbuilding. — This  business  is  carried  on  to  con- 
siderable extent  in  Aberdeen.     Large  vessels  calcu- 
o  3  iatcd 

*  Aberdeenibire  Survey,     fiflS.. 
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lated  for  ihe  West  India,  Mediterranean^  American, 
and  Baltic  trade,  and  also  ibr  the  transport  service, 
have  been  built  at  Aberdeen.  A  number  of  carpen- 
ters are  employed  in  this  trade,  and  in  repairing  ships 
and  boats  of  all  descriptions.  When  the  harbour  im- 
provements are  completed,  it  is  to  be  expected,  that 
the  business  of  shipbuilding  will  be  greatly  extended, 
as  the  docks  .will  admit  vessels  of  large  dimensions, 
and  afford  eyery  facility  to  this  yaluable  and  impor- 
tant trade,  on  which  depends  our  maritime  greatness. 
Hope  works  are  a  necessary  consequence  of  shipbuild- 
ing, and  there  are  several  at  Aberileen^  whicb  have 
been  successfully  carried  on  fi[>r  many  years.  A  ma- 
nufacture of  sailcloth  has  beea  established  for  above 
twenty  years ;  and  although  it  has  not  been  carried 
to  much  extent,  yet  this  branch,  so  necessary  to  a 
trading  nation,  may  be  easily  increased,  as  every  con- 
veniency  for  such  a  manufacture  may  b<$  found  at 
Aberdeen. 

A  straw-hat  manufactory  has  been  for  some  time 
carried  on.  A  ^ill—  a.  iVi»7— and  even  a  Pin  manu« 
factory,  may  be  enumerated  among  the  diflerent 
branches  conducted  at  Aberdeen.  Three  paper-mills 
have  been  erected  within  a  few  miles  of  the  town, 
which  employ  a  considerable  number  of  people,  and 
they  all  make  paper  of  the  best  quality  both  for  the 
use  of  the  printer  and  the  counting-house. 

Brick  and  T^le  Manufactories, — There  are  three 
work^  of  this  kind  at  Aberdeen,  and  they  make  about 
100,000  tyles,  and  about  1,500,000  bricks  each,  year- 

Jv. 
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}y.  The  work  at  Clay-hills  was  the  first  establish* 
meot ;  that  at  Brick  Kilns^  Old  Aberdeen^  the  next ^ 
— and  lastly^  the  work  at  Seatongate,  Old  Aberdeen. 

Varioas  branches  of  manufacture,  besides  those  enu- 
merated here,  are  carried  on  in  Aberdeen  ;  hot  they 
are  all  common  to  the  rest  of  Scotland,  and  need  not 
therefore  be  particularly  specified. 

COMMERCE. — As  a  commercial  town,  Aberdeen 
is  the  second,  in  point  of  rank,  on  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland.  It  is  particularly  well  situated  for  cai^ryiug^ 
on  trade  with  the  northern  states  of  Europe,  and  it  en* 
joys  part  of  the  American  and  West  Indian  commerce. 
Within  the  limits  of  the  Aberdeen  custom-house^  there 
were  thirty  vessels  employed  in  foreign  trade,  in  the 
year  1 7  1 2,  in  which  were  exported, 
.  1.  Oatmeal,  bear,  pease,  and  malt     4132  quarters* 

2.  Cod,  and  ling  fish         -         *         815  barrels. 

3.  Herrings     -         -         -'       -         228       do. 

4.  Pork  -         -         -         -         360       do. 

5.  Hogslard     -         -         -    .     -  tO.  casks. 
^.  Stockings,  and  woollen  cloths          158    trusses. 

7.  Tobacco      -         -         -         -  17  hogshds. 

8.  Lead  ....         888     bars. 

9.  Coals  -         -         -         -  iO  chaldns* 

Since  the  period  of  the  union,,  the  commerce  of 
Aberdeen  has  greatly  increased ;  and  when  the  har- 
bour improvements  are  completed,  it  will  no  doubt  be 
much  augmented.  In  the  jear  1788,  the  number  of 
ships  in  foreign  trade,  was  03 ;  tonnage,  4964 ;  men. 
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919  ;  eoasting-^^hip^,  95 ;  totmage,  5526 ;  men, 
i96  t  fitheries'-^hips^  IS;,  tontiagi^,  1930;  m^n, 
20&  :-^Total— 168  tcttelj;;  11,720  tons;  917  men. 

in  Aberdeen  fttone,  in  1810/ ther^  urere  belongbg 
16  merchants  and  shipowner^ — 150  fthips;  tDnnage, 
17,19  T;  men,  932. 

In  1794«  the*  trade  of  Aberdeen  amounted  t& 
L.443,460  sterling,  according  to  the  estimate  made 
<mt  for  charging  the  municipat  taxes ;  but  the  amoont 
r$  now  more  than  double  that  sum :  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  calcnlations  for  such  purposes,  are  far 
from  being  accurate.  l*be  ejctent  of  the  trade  of  this 
port  may,  with  more  truth,  be  estimated  at  about 
L. 1, 200,000  annually. 

The  principal  articles  of  iinport  are. 

Wheat,  and  wheat-flour-^quarters,  average  4000 

Barley  do.  do.    -        '    -            -  -  S5O0 

Rom — gallons    -            -'           -  -  18,000 

,    Aquavitse,  Cjr  whisky— do.             -  -  12,000 

Gin,  or  Geneva— do*        -          '  -  -  5000 

Brandy — do.      ...  -  2000 

French  wine — do.            -            -  -  liOO 

Portuguese,  or  Spanish  da            -  -  42,000 

Eftglish  coals — chaldrOns              -  -  17,000 

Scotch  coal* — tons          -            -  -  6000 

Wool— cwt.        -             -             .  -  5000 

Salt— bushels     -            -            -  -  24,000 
Tobacco  and  snuff— lbs.  above     -              200,000 

Flax— cwt.         -             -             •  -  27,000, 

Exports* 
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Exports. 

OatSi  or  mea^from  Bachan  and  Stratli 

i-  . 

)ggie — bolls    -           •           . 

18,000 

Bear,  or  bigg^do.     - 

5000 

Salmon — barrels 

2000 

Cod,  ling,  &c.  from  Aberdeen 

4000 

Do.  Peterhead  and  Quchan  coast 

4000 

Stockings  and  woollen,  worth 

•     L.80,000 

Cotton,  yariable,  perhaps 

-  L:200,000 

Linens  and  threads     - 

.  L.  100,000 

Stones,  to  the. amount  of 

■     L.40,000 

The  following  table  will  shew  the  average  amount 
of  ships— f^tbeir  tonnage — and  number  of  men  em* 
ployed  in  the  trade  of  Aberdeen  foriive  years  prece* 
ding  1801 ; — the  particular  amount  of  that  year — ^th* 
average  from  that  period,  to  January  1811— and  the 
amount  for  last  year.  These  statements  are  extracted 
from  tlie  custom-house  books,  and  copied  by  the  an* 
thor  from  the  Survey  of  Aberdeenshire,  by  Dr.  Skene 
Keith,  whose  accuracy  is  well  known,  and  whose  work 
is  altogether  a  valuable  record  of  every  thing  import- 
ant in  this  district,  either  in  regard  to  agriculture,  ma- 
nufactuies,  or  commerce. 

Ships,  Tons. 

AverSige  of  five  years. 

Foreign  imports,  74  7,298 

Coasting  do  996         48,779 


Mciu 

443 

S999 


Average  of  imports,        1 040 


56,077         4442 
Foreign 
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Ships.  Tons.  Men. 

Foreign  exports,           i4  4,611  290 

Coaitlngdo.             Y^S  dM^O  %m 

Aterage  exports,              IW  30,051  S295 

1801    Foreign  import*,        109  11,745  678 

Coasting  do.            1,052  03,961  4,236 

Total  imports  in  HOI,    \M\  75,707  4,914 

Foreign  exports,  do.  .   62  7,240  .  424 

Coasting  do,                741  37,878  3,144 

Total  txports  in  1 80 1,       803  45,1  J  8  5,568 

From  1802  to  181 1  incInsiTe. 

Aterage  Foreign  imports^   69  ^  8,674  '  559 

Coaatingdo.         CTSS  59,243  4,004 

Average  of  1 0  years,         957  67,9  ]  7  4,563 

Foreign  exports,  do.     58  8,570  547 

Coasting  do.                738  46,787  3,407 


Total  exports,                     766  55,357  3,954 

From  1810  to  January  1811. 

Foreign  imports^           63  9,017  6i6 

Coaatingdo.             1,100  78,676  4,851 


Total  imports  of  last  year,  1, 163        87,693        5,497 

Foreign 


Foreign  exports  do      3^         liM^         Sp^ 


Ti]itjilexpaiM(9fb9tye»r,  «U        418,129      4,113 

Of  laO  y^a^»  it  Im  ^e^  m^Afi  ^  qv^^p»  wi^^ti^ir 
thi9  country  i3  l^i^t«d  by  its  fgp^igo  trgyde :  9^4 
Mr.  iSipHQfi^  tM)9  «xb9n9$|«4  mivh  iUgfAuiHy  iq  ^pd^*. 
ycwiMDi  to  ^v  tb^t  Brili^io  is  iadfp^nd^Pt  of  com- 
iQAi!ce.^-«^Tb9  w^t^  pf  tbesQ  p^gM  iii  9l«i  «<m^  ibsuro 
of  ttm  lilMigilwipq :  b^t  9ltb<Hlgb  be  «9tire}y  q^ncide^ 
in  opinion  with  bis  friend,  Mr.  JSp^nc^,  m^  ip  M\y 
convinced  that  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  these 
kingdmi^  do  not  ^«p«o<)  upon  their  f^mgn  gonmerce, 
y^t  be  wou]4  not  a4YiiO  tbe  p^opje  <^  4^rdefio  to 
bqrn  tb^ir  jpbipp,  wd  b^f^pp^  ^g^icuUM^^^,  VUless  (J^ey 
wfere  certaip  thdt  a)l  lb.e  shipovr^^fp  in  Srit.aip  v^ould 
follow  tMr  eicaipple. 

Tb<>  r^90Ur4:es  of  a  gr^i^^  i^atioa  »^^  foundi^d  m  h«r 
agriciiUvr^  a^d  in^p^^l  ipda^y>  ?«d  ool  W  h^r  fp- 
reign  rol»taiu)i,  wbiob  V*  liable  to  ^very  change  tbmt 
tnay  resoit  from  apcid9i>t,  or  tbo  caprice  of  invidi^w^ 
ind  «nfru9odly  poworiL  To  bav^  wid  only  »  ^PV 
f^rs  ago,  tbnt  Briton  conU  ha^vo  d«M  tbe  unUn^ 
iforts  of  4H  ilurope  |<i>  crwb  bor— and,  ^Hbougb  df» 
»m«d  of  ibe  gonmf  roe  of  Ibo  ooptio^at'-^oiild  #lil) 
nainUiin  b(?r  gre^io^ss  ^ndgi^odfvn  wm\4  k%r^  \vm 
l^^rned  tbo  h^lucin^tiofi  of  ^  i^^9m%;  yot  such  ^ 
late  of  things  has  nearly  ocoured,  and  wo  stiU  mfi^r^ 

©Ot 
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BOt  as  a  second-rate  power^  but — as  a  great,  ixk  opu- 
lent, and  independent  nation ! 

Our  agricultural  system,  connected  with  our  fisher- 
ies and  manufacturing  industry,  has  raised  us  to  a  si< 
tuation  that  needs  not  the  support  of  foreign  com- 
merce, but  is  founded  on  a  productive  soil,  and  those 
interna!  exertions  which  can  convert  the  riches  with- 
in our  country  into  every  thing  requisite  for  oar  com- 
fort and  happiness.  We  have  therefore  nothing  t« 
dread  from  the  hostility  of  the  world  ;  and  althoagh 
the  island  of  Great  Britain  should  be  surrounded  with 
a  wall  of  brass,  our  strength,  opulence  and  proSperitr, 
vould  remain  undiminished. 

Fisheries. — One  great  source  of  our  national  weaHh 
arises  from  our  fisheries,  which  are  inexfaanstibie. 
This  **  sea-girt  island"  derives  advantages  from  the 
ocean,  unknown  to  continental  states.  It  is  calcu- 
lated, that  our  agriculturists  rais^  subsistence  for  near- 
ly  five  times  their  own  number ;  in  the  same-'  propor- 
tion, It  may  be  said,  the  fishermen  contribute  to  tb« 
support  of  the  society.  With  an  improved  system  of 
cultivation,  and  the  proper  direction  of  our  energies  t« 
the  fishing  trade,  the  population  and  wealth  of  tfab 
country  may  be  increased  beyond  our  most  sanguioc 
expectations^  The  acute  and  ingenious  Mr.  Spence 
supposes,  that  our  agricultural  resources  may  be  made 
adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  sixty  millions  of  peo- 
ple ;  ~  •  our  fisheries  may  be  made  equally  prodoctiTe 
or,  in  fact,  they  may  be  carried  to  any  extent  we 
please,  as  the  stores  of  the  ocean  are  boundless,  am 

affon- 
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ail[«pd  amine  of  weakh  tbat  is  open  to  unlimited  in* 
duscry.— ^'  Food,''  Ay»  Dr.  Smith,  "  not  only  con* 
"  fltitates  the  priiici|Ml  p.rrt  of  Ike  riches  of  the  worM» 
"  holit  is  the  uhmimce  of  food  whtdi  gives  the  prin* 
''  cipol  of  their  valve  to  nmiy  other  sorts  of  richesV 
Tho  fishing  trade  of  Aberdeen  may  be  arraogod  in 
thvse  eiaases,  m»  Ae  solMoii-^e  white-Jitkbig  and 
the  wkak-JMuig.  ^ 

The  salmon  fishmgs  of  Aberdeen  on  Ao  Dee  and 
Son,  have  been  long"  celebrated  for  the  abundance 
atod  qaali^  of  the  fish  they  produced.  In  179B» 
which  waa  a  fiivourable  year,  the  quantity  of  salmon 
caught  in  Dee^  was  estimated  at  1890i  barrels  of  four 
cwt  each ;  and  on  Don,  the  same  year,  at  1007  bar- 
rels, ta  ^  year  ISOi*,  which  was  extremely  unfii- 
vearM^  Dee  produced  only  052|;  and  Don,  349 
barrak 

Pomerly,  the  salmon  caoght  in  the  riren  of  Scot- 
laad(»  were  sailed,  packed  in  barreli^  and  eiqported, 
parUcnlaity  Ur  the  south  of  Europe,  and  the  states  on 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean*  But  Mr.  Dempster, 
of  Donnichen,  in  the  county  of  Angus,  having  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  Richardson  in  Pmb,  who  was  extensive- 
ly engaged  in  safanoa  fishings,  the  probability  that  ice 
would  preserve  salmon  fresh  until  they  should  reach 
the  London  market,  the  experiment  was  tried,  and 
found  folly  to  answer  Mr.  Dempster's  expectations. 
-*Since  that  time  ^om  S5  to  30  years  ago},,  the  va- 
lue of  salmim  fishings  has  risen  five-fold. 

*  Wealth  ttf  Nations,  b.  i.  chap.  i> 
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•  Wiite  Fishing  consists  in  catching  liaddiodcs*  eod, 
1ing»  turbot,  haDibaty  &c.  A  new  town  bas  been 
reeled  by  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  fishermen  at  Footdee.  This  town 
is  judiciously  laid  otit,  and  the  houses  are  good  and 
commodious.  It  is  the  most  useful,  though  not  the 
^  most  splendid  work  in   which  the  magi^rates  hare 

I  ever  been  engaged.     The  city  of  Aberdeen,  however, 

,  is  supplied  with  white  fish  from  the  neighbouriog  ? il- 

I  lages.      Findon   haddocks  are  we41  known^  and  are 

I  esteemed  a  great  delicacy  fDr  their  delicious  taste  and 

.  flavour.  They  are  cured  with  the  smoke  of  turf,  or 
peat  earth,  and  brought  to  the  market  frequently 
within  twelve  hours  after  they  have  been  taken  out  ol 
the  sea.  Many  hundred  dozens  are*^nnual)y  sent  to 
Edinburgh  and  London,  and  not  a  few  to  Ain^rica. 
Findon  is  a  small  village  in  the  county  of  Kincardine, 
about  five  miles  south  of  Aberdeen  ;  and  certainly  the 
haddocks  cured  there  are  superior  in  flavour  and  taste 
to  any  other,  which  is  attributed  to  the  nature  of  the 
turf  used  m  smoking  them.  Lobsters,  crabs,  and  other 
shell  fish  are  also  urought  to  the  Aberdeen  mafrketio 
considerable  quantities;  and  altogether,  this  city  is 
as  well,  or  better  supplied  with  the  diSerent  kindi 
of  fish  uhich  the  German  ocean  produces,  than  per- 
haps any  other  town  in  Britain.  Were '  a  sorall 
part  of  the  capital  of  the  merchants  of  AberrW^n  ap- 
plied to  the  deep-sea  fishing,  it  might  becotne  a  trade 
of  the  greatest  value  to  themselves,  and  to  this  part  of 
the  country. 

Whai€  Fishing. — As  oil  is  an  indispensable  necessary 

of 
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olr  life,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  giTing  Hgbt,  or  za 
an  ingredient  in  the  manufacture  of  soap*  the  whale^* 
fishing  is  an  object  of  the  highest  national  importance. 
During  the  iast  seven  years,  the  four  whale  ships  be- 
longing to  Aberdeen,  have  produced  248  v^hales; 
3$9^  tonsof  oil ;  and  1 50  tons  of  fins ;  which  may  be 
estimated  at  L.UO,000  sterling >ake,  or  at  L.20,00(9 
a-year. 

The  importanee  of  this  species  of  fishing,  both  ta 
the  individuals  concerned^  and  to  the  country  at  large, 
is  so  obvious,  that  it  is  astonishing  the  citizens  ot' 
Aberdeen,  who  are  in  general  extremely  enterprising^ 
should  have  directed  so  little  of  their  capital  and^  at' 
ientioa.  to  so  profitable  a  business,  it  is  with  pleasore^ 
bowe¥er,  that  the  author  can  record,  that  fiv^e  or  si«? 
additional  ships  are  in  a  state  of- preparation  for  the 
Greenland  fishery  next  year ;  and  he  earnestly  wishes 
their  succesg  may  reward  the  <)wners,  and  stimulate: 
others  to  extend  this  lucrative  branch  of  trade. 

JBanb  and  Banking. — ^About  the  middle  of  last  cen^ 
lury  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a  bank  in  Aber-^ 
deen,  which  did  not  succeed  ;  but  on  the  1st  of  Ja« 
nuary  1767,  the  present  Aberdeen  ^onA:  commenced 
under  more  favourable  circumstances.  The  capital 
subscribed,  amounted  to  L.7  2,000  sterling ;  and 
among  the  partners  of  this  company  may  be  included 
the  names  of  some  of  the  first  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men in  the  north  of  Scotland.  A  share  of  the  co« 
partnery  ^tock  was  fixed  at  «£500 ;.  and  no  one  person 
was  allowed  to  subscribe  for  more  than  four  shares^ 
p  2  whi,tli 


119  ftlSTOEY  or  ABMD^BtU 

whieh  ^iPe  decltied  to  be  transftrable.  A  govenior, 
ami  eighteen  directortj  of  wh<«i  four  s^e  cooatkated  a 
quorom*  were  diosen  to  ooaduct  the  affiurs  of  ibis 
coiD|Mtny,  which  has  greatly  prospered. 

About  tweoty««ihree  years  agQ»  the  CommercialBank 
was  established  by  several  merchants  in  Abordeeo, 
which  has  also  socoeoded  by  good  managementyto  in- 
crease its  cs^ital ;  and  it  may  be  now  considered  one 
of  the  most  ftobstanttai  establishments  of  the  kmd  in 
Scotland.  There  U  aho  a  branch  of  the  Baitk  qf  Scot' 
fand  in  Aberdeen^  which  does  husinefi^  to  a  cott8ide> 
'^ble  amouBi. 

The  practice  4)f  hinking  is  pretiy  well  known  in 
Scoiiand ;  but  few  understand  the  theory  or  pvindjples 
on  which  it  is  founded.  Banks  of  deposit  always  re- 
ceive  value  before  they  pledge  their  credit,  by  issuing 
acoompts>  checks>  or  notea^  such  as  the  bank  of  Am- 
aterdam  ;  but  in  Scotland,  banks  not  only  receive  mo- 
ney in  deposit,  for  which  they  dkiw  intereH;  ox,  in 
other  words,. borrow  money,  from  the  richer  and  more 
opulent  part  of  the  society ;  but  they  issue  jp^yber  for 
fapir,  staking  thetr  owti  credit  against  that  of  their 
GustoBsenL  For  example^  if  a  person  shall  go  into  a 
banking- office  with  a  hundred  guineas,  he  wilt  receire 
axeceipt  for  the  amount  bearing  interast ;.  or,  if  in  c<mi- 
junction  with  another  man,  he  will  draw  a  bill  at  two 
or  three  months  date--*the  one  being  the  acceptor,  and 
the  other,  the  drawer  and  indorser-^he  will  receive  the 
bank's  notes  for  it,,  ndnua  the  interest  during  the  cur- 
rency pf  the  bill,  which  he  has  to  pay  in  full  when 
due.    The  notes  of  the  bank  are  payable  on  demand, 

but 
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bat  bear  ho  interest ;  hence  they  produce  an  advantage- 
to  the  bank  in  proportion  to  the  time  they  may  re- 
main in  circulation^  and  this  constitutes  a  great  part  of 
the  profits  of  the  basiness.  !  Scotch  banks  also  pur^ 
chase  bills  on  London  at  a  shorter  date  than  they  sell 
them,  which  is  another  source  of  profit ;  and  they  like- 
wise gain  something  by  the  interest  on  their  discounts* 

As  the  whole  system  of  Scotch  banking  depend* 
upon  the  degree  of  confidence  which  subsists  betweem 
the  bank  and  its  customers^  who  tbuis  exchange  theii^ 
paper — the  one  giving  notes  bearing  no  interest,  an^^ 
the  other's  bills  bearing  interest'-^the  advantage  is  alto- 
gether in  favour  of  the  bank,  as  both  parties  are  equal- 
ly convittcied  of  the  solidity  of  their  paper,  otherwise 
their  transactions  would  not  take  place. 
'   According  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  any  man,  or  iset 
of  men,  may  establish  a  bank ;  and  it  may  be  very 
successful,  if  he  or  they  shall  b^  able  to  cothmand  a 
little  credit  in  London.     Capital  is  not  at  all  requisite, 
at  least,  any  farther  than  necessary  to  fit  op  a  room",, 
with  a  desk  and  a  counter^ — to  procure  an  engraved 
plate  for  casting,  off  notes — and  to  purchase  pens,  ink> 
and  paper. — ^These  constitute  the  whole  apparatus  df  a 
bank  paper  manufactory,  which  may  do  business  to 
any  extent  with  the  assistance  of  the  two  emphatic 
nionosyllables,  "  Vie  Bank,"  painted  in  legible  cha- 
rabters  on  the  door. 

It  may  appear  somewhat  surprising  to  those  whe>' 

are  unacquainted  with  the  mystery  of  banking,  to  say, 

that  the  business  may  be  carried  on,  and  may  even  turn 

out  v««y  profitable;  without  any.  real  capital  invested  by 

p.  3.  ■•       the 
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the  partnen  or  concerns.  Bat  the  author  teovrB  an 
uofttance  of  a  company  that  embarked  in  the  ttade, 
with  only  nine  thousand  pounds  of  capital,  whidi  was 
lost  by  mismanagement  in  the  course  of  two  yean; 
but  the  bank  had  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  boi* 
TOwed  at  four  per  cent,  from  the  country,  which  was 
invested  in  the  public  funds.  On  the  capital  of  othervi 
therefore,  this  bank  was  enabled  to  go  on,  as  it  could 
meet  every  demai|d  that  might  reasonably  be  expect- 
ed, by  draiVs  on  its  agent  in  London,  who  was  secured 
for  his  engagements  by  a  power  to  sell  stock,  if  neces- 
sary, to  retire  his  aceeptanees.  By  better  management, 
this  bank  now  divides  about  twenty-five  per  cent. ;  but 
its  responsibility  at  any  time  could  not  be  doubted,  as, 
by  law,  the  whole  fortunes  of  the  partners  of  unchar- 
tered banks  ate,  individually,  liable  for  the  engage- 
ments of  the  company. 

That  banks  occasionally  sustain  some  losses  by  bank- 
ruptcies, is  apparent ;  but  the  calculation  of  loss  on 
bills  accepted,  drawn,  and  indorsed.  Is  about  one  to 
three  hundred  thousand ;  aiid,  consequently,  so  very 
insignificant,  that  deficiencies  of  paymems  cannot  ma- 
terially affrct  the  business,  if  managed  with  commoa 
prudence^  But  as  the  art  of  the  banker,  or  persoa 
who  takes  the  active  department,  consists  in  prying 
into  the  afiaira  of  his  customers,  he  generally  learns  a» 
innch  through  the  envy  and  malevolence  of  hia  neigb* 
bours,  as  enables  him  to  guard  against  losses.  A  natu- 
rally inquisitive  temper,  sharpened  by  constant  prac* 
tice,  and  a  dull  plodding  genius,  are  invahiablo  quali- 
fications for  a  country  banker,  especially  if  be  cas 

aasUme 


assuaie  a  bsMghty  mpercUkms  air,  and  impteis  the 
public  with  the  opinion  that  be  possesses  sbrefFdnesft 
and  diecttiiiaieiit^. 

Canai. 

*  DoQglaf,  in  his  DescriptioD  of  the  East  Coast  (p.  141.), 
mentimu,  that  a^er  the  cstablishmeat  of  a  branch  of  the  Thistle 
Bank  at  Aberdeen,  **  an  uncommon  scarcity  of  specie  was  ttoi* 
*^  veraally  fiilt  and  complained  of :  one  might  have  travelled  half 
••  a  d^y  before  he  could  have  silver  for  a  twenty  d^lfingt  note* 
*'  Matters  came  to  that  pass,  that  poor  people  were  obl^ed  to 
"  ftay  a  prtmum^  or  t^iuid  moiuy^  to  procnie  change  to  piffchase 
(•  necessaries  for  their  families.*'  Hie  abnndanceof  notes  at  that 
time,'indnced  iy  granthig  cash  acconnts,  and  discounting  Mils, 
entirely  supplied  the  place  of  the  coin,  and  it  accordingly  disap* 
peared«  The  same  effea  must  invariably  follow  the  same  cause  { 
and  in  Loodoni  of  late,  similar  circumstances  have  occurred,  the 
over-issues  of  the  Bank  of  England  having  rendered  Its  paper-  so 
abundant,  that,  like  every  other  eoomiodity  iSaiihrly  aitnated,  it 
hasiaUen  in  value,  or,  in  other  words,  a  guinea  in  gold  is  com* 
aientamte  to  about  86  shittiogs  in  paper. 

Although  the  precious  meuls  are  not  more  a  standard  of  value 
than  paper,  being  only,  when  in  the  state  of  coin,  a  representa- 
tive of  value ;  yet  the  scarcity  of  the  one,  or  what  is  th^  same 
thing,  the  abundance  of  the  other,  must  destroy  Aetr  exact  ba* 
lance,  4ind  render  their  separation  unavoidable.  While  bank 
notes  are  convertible  into  specie  ior  the  exact  amo^t  they  bear 
on  the  face  of  them,  their  value  as  a  circulating  medium,  in  rela* 
tion  to  commodities,  is  equal  to  that  ot  gold ;  but  when  they  re* 
present  nothing  except  an  ideal  property  su|>po8ed  to  exist  in  the 
bank,  or,  in  other  words«  the  bonds,  bills,  and  debts  owing  to  the 
bai^  either  by  individuals  or  by  the  public,  a  ^Kftrence  of  value 
must  arise  between  s«ch  notes^and  gold,  which  is  an  universal  re^ 
presemative  of  vabe.  Bank  of  Enghnd  notes  at  present,  are  ia 
the  same  situation  as  3  per  cent,  stock,  and  wiU  fluctuate  in  price 

freoa  the  tame  cauaes  which  influence  the  public  funds.    It  ta> 

evidect 
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Omal, — ^Thts  usefiit  work  extends  from  the^hitrbour 
of  Aberdeen  to  the  borough  of  Inverury,  incliidiDg  the 
space  of  1  Si  miles.    Its  sammit  level  at  Stoneywood, 


CTtdetit  thtt  at  present,  TOO  guineas  in  spede^  poMeat  more  c(>in« 
nand  oter  the  necesiaries  of  life  than  105  one  pound  bank  notct : 
kence  it  ia  undeniable,  tkat  ettber  the  gold  ha»fiaen,«r  the  ootei 
baipo  faUen  in  price.  That  the  ootet  are  depreciated,  is  pretty 
certuo,  becauM  the  price  of  gold  bag  not  advanced  in  other  ci- 
tioDs ;  at  the  same  time,  the  rate  of  exchange  between  this  coun- 
try and  foreign  states,  hu  risen  in  proportion  to  the  diff«ret:ce 
between  the  price  of  gold,  and  bank  notes. 

The  fact  is  apparent :  but  it  is  of  much  less  importance  to  th« 
people  of  Briuln  than  they  generally  imagine.  Certain,  dtissct 
of  society  must  no  doubt  suffer  a  material  injury  from  the  de- 
preciaiion  of  bank  paper.  AH  those  who  have  property  in  the 
fund*— all  annuitants,  and  those  who  have  lent  money  on  inte- 
rest, are  greatly  injcired,as  the  notes  ihey  receive,  have  lost  about 
S5  per  cent,  of  their  former  power  over  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  their  incomes  are  accordingly  diminished  in  that  ratio.  But 
to  the  nation  at  large,  it  is  of  little  consequence  what  may  be  the 
•  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  as  the  value  of  Ltour,  and  hence  of 
every  commodity,  must  rise  in  proportion  to  its  relative  diminu- 
tion. Neither  gold  nor  paper,  under  any  shape,  can  form  a  sia/i' 
dard  of  vdui,  ,  They  are  merely  representatives,  and  perform  the 
same  duty  in  the  operations  of  society,  as  counters  do  in  a  game 
of  cards.  They  serve  as  a  medium  to  represent  value ;.  and  it  ii 
a  matter  of  indifference  whether  a  guinea  shall  stand  as  an  equi- 
valent for  Si  days  labour,  or  only  Cor  10^  days.  It  will  possest 
the  same  power  over  the  products  of  industry,  in  the  one  case,  as  is 
the  other ;  as  not  only  coin,  but  every  other  conunodity,  muit  be 
appreciated  according  to  the  labntr  it  requires  to  obtain  it. 

If  the  reader  wishes  to  have  farther  information  relative  to 
banks  and  banking, he  may  consult  the  Edinburgh  Bncydopscdia, 
artidft  •«  Bank,"  which  was  drawn  up  by  the  author. 


is  l4iS  f«et  ^t>oTe  ike  low-waiter  aiirk  in  the  harbour 
of  Aberdeen.  The  principal  works  constracted  npgii 
the  canal  ai^e,  17 Jocks;  fire  aqueduct  bridges  orer 
considerable  streams  of  water ;  56  accommodatiox 
bridges  ;  20  culverts  for conreying  smaller  streamsfrom 
the  higher  grounds  under  the  canal ;  besides  basons  at 
Port  Elphinston,  at  the  top  of  the  cai^>  at  bridge  of 
Dyce,  and  Kintore ;  a^  a  ienporaiy  bason  at  Aber- 
deen,  with  other  pieces  of  masonry  of  less  importaBce. 
This  canal  was  opened  in  1807,  and  the  tonnage 
conTeyed  during  the  last  three  yean^  is  as  follows :     , 

hoUiofVtme.    Mio/fi$als^    ton»^/du»g,    Hiit srtUftt, 

ton/, 

1808  19.423    4SSS    .    406  .    «144 

1809  25^1%  552i  S2S  2520 

1810  25,525  6192  730      1950 


70,621         16,04$  1732  9620 

The  rahie  of  this  work,  both  to  the  subscribers  and 
the  country  is  daily  increasing :  and  the  flyrboats  for 
1808,  produced  J£l05;  for  1809,  L.186;  for  I810U 
L.23 1 ;  and  for  the  present  year,  they  are  let  at  L  348 
sterling. 

The  expence  of  erecting  the  canal  previously  to  th^ 
1st  of  December,  1808,  amounted  to  L.43;89d  1 8s. 
lOd.  sterling,  as  appears  by  the  foIl9wing  statement. 

For  sdrveys,  plans,  and  acts  of  par- 
liament -  -  *     L.2I54  10     4* 
Lawexpences        «-            -            -         251  10    0 

•      Carried  forward,        L.2406    0    4 

Brought 
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Brought  forward^  L2406  0  4 
Lands,  and  land-rents,  and  damages 

to  grounds  •  -  -         2134    S      8 

The  execution  of  the  earthen  part  of 

the  canal,    inclading    boats    and 

utensils  -  -         .    -     19,917    0     I 

Constructing  17  locks,  five  aqueduct^ 

and    56  accommodation  bridges, 

20  cuWerts,  and  other  works  of 

masonry,  including  superintend- 
ence, management,  and  incidental 

expencet  ...     19,438  14    9 

December  $},  1808. — ^Total  expen- 
diture at  this  date  -  L.43,895  18  10 

The  money  raised  for  this  erection  has  been  pro- 
duced by  the  sale  of  shares,  exclusive  of  L.  17,259 
8s.  lOd.  sterling,  stili  owing  to  individuals^  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  following  statement. 

By  the  first  act  of  parliament  in 
1796,  the  company  were  autho- 
rised to  raise  among  themselves, 
in  shares  of  L.50  each,  the  sum  of 
L.20,000.  But  of  this  sum  there 
could  only  be  raised  by  the  part- 
ners, to  the  amount  of    L.1 7,750 

Less,  by  one  partner  de- 
ficient in  calls  -  35  '- 1 7,71 5     0    0 

Carried  forward,         L 1 7,7 1 5    0    0 

Brought 
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Brought  forward,  L.  17,7 15,  0  Q 
This  money  being  estpended  on  the 
works  of  the  canal,  the  company  ' 
obtained  another  act  in  180I,  an* 
thorising  them  to  raise,  by  sale  of 
new- shares  of  L.  20  each  (prefer- 
able to  shares  under  the  first  act)« 
a  further  sum  of  L.20,000.  But 
as  the  act  was  worded,  they  could 
®nly  get  sold  at  a  public-  roup 
1000  new  shares,  which  produced 
incomulo  ^  -  .     11,421    10    0 


L.29,1 36  10     0 
This  sum  has  been  super-expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee,  and  has  been  contriouted  by, 
and  still  remains  due  to  individuals  L.  14,769     9  10 
Besides    progressive .  interest  on  the 

advances,  equal  to       ,     -  -         2500     0    O 


L.  17,259     8   JO 


The  canal  was  originally  only  17  feet  wide,  by 
three  feet  deep;  but  by  subsequent  operations,  it  has 
been  made  from  21  to  23  feet  wide,  and  about  three 
feet  ten  inches  deep. 

A  chairman,  and  fourteen  gentlemen  of  the  town 
and  county,  are  a  committee  of  management :   and    - 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  ultimately  this  work  will  prove 
advantageous  to  the  proprietors,  as  well  as  highly  be* 
Heficial  to  the  country, 

CHAFTEl 
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CHAPTEll  VII. 

LCTERAtURB  AND  THE  ARtS. 

#  #  «  • 

In  fiterature  ^nd  the  arts,  Aberdeen  hat  not  bten 
witfaotit  it  portion  of  its  natives  who  hate  done  honour 
to  the  p!ai;e  of  their  blrfh. 

Of  the  men  bf  learning  and  genius  who  have  studied 
or  taught  in  either  King^t  or  Marischal  College^  were 
\ve  to  give  but  even  abbreviated  notices,  it  would  oc- 
capy  a  spdfce  far  beyond  the  limits  which  mu^  be  un- 
avoidably assigned  to  such  a  department  in  &  work  of 
,  this  description*  In  times  comparatively  modern* 
many  have  been  sent  from  these  seminaries,  in  various 
capacities,^to  different  quarters  of  the  globe»  whos« 
genius  and  ititeUigence,  in  every  branch  of  science^ 
would  do  honour  to  any  age  or  cotratry.  Merely  to 
name  a  BhtCkwell  and  a  Campbell,  who  occupied,  in 
succession,  the  PrincipaPs  chair  in  Marischal  Coltege, 
the  late  Principal  John  Chalmers,  Dr.  Reid^  the 
venerable  and  learned  Professor  <^Thomas  GoHlon,  his 
grandson.  Professor  Scott,  Dr.  Dunbar,  and  Mr. 
John  Leslie,  Greek  profe^or,  all  of  King^s  College, 
smd  to  add  to  these  that  of  Duncan,  Fordyce,  and 
a  Ga-ard, 
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Gerard^  with  those  ofSkene^  senior  and  junior^  as  well 
as  the  elder  and  younger  Beatties^-^were  only  to  call 
to  the  recollection  of  those  who  knew  the  men,  and 
have  read  such  of  their  works  as.have  been  published, 
the  talents  they  possessed,  and  those  energies  oC cha- 
racter by  which  each  was  peculiarly  distinguished. 
About  50  years  sincCj  most  of  these  gentlemen  were 
members  of  a  literary  and  philosophical  society^  ^bo 
held  regular  meetings,  in  which  subjects  in  the  varioos 
departments  of  science  were  critically  discussed. 

Of  the  gentlemen  who  at  present  so  worthily  fill  the 
different  offices,  as  professors  in  either  college,  it  is 
more  the  province  of  the  historian  of  an  after-period 
to  record  that  merit  which,  in  them,  is  so  justly  ac' 
knowledged.  We  cannot,  however,  avoid  retracing 
our  steps,  by  going  a  little  back  to  record  some  parti- 
calars  of  that  family,  to  whom  was  allotted  no  slender 
portion  of  that  genius  and  ardour  for  the  improvement 
ef  science,  which  distinguish,  the  name  of  Geecobt. 
With  them  genius,  and  a  love  of  science,  appears  to 
have  been  a  species  of  entailed  inheritance. 

Jomi^  Gregpryt  a  celebrated  mathematician,  was  born 
in  Aberdeen,  in  16S8.  He  discovered  an  early  genios 
for  mathematics,  which  he  cultivated  with  ardour  in 
the  Marischal  College.  In  his  ''  (^tka  Pratfiota,'' 
3wC.  which  he  published  in  quarto,  in  1603,  he  an- 
nounced the  invention  of  the  reflecting  telescope, 
\f  hich  spread  his  fame  all  over  Europe.  He  soon  af- 
ter visited  Italy,  and  resided  some  years  at  Padoai 
where  he  published  bis  "  Vera  circuit,  tt  Hyperbok 
Suadraiura,"  ^c,  in  which  appeared  an  account  of  a 

discofcry 
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discovery  of  an  infinit^y  conyerging  series  for  the 
areas  of  the  circle  and  hyperbola,  and  the  mode  of 
computing  them.  He  was,  after  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, chosen  a  fellow  of  the  Rojral  Society,  and  en- 
gaged with  Huygens  in  a  controversy  on  the  subject 
of  his  treatise;  on  the  quadrature  of  the  circle.  In 
1668,  he  was  chosen  professor  of  msthematics  hi  tlie 
\miversity  of  St.  Andrew's. 

He  had  an  amicable,  cpntroversy  with  Newton  corr- 
cerning  the  reflecting  telescope,  in  which  he  tlrrew 
out  the  idea  of  a  burning  concarc  mirror,  which  came 
into  universal  repute.  Iir  1671,  he  became  pTofbssof 
of  mathematics  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  died  itt  thtj 
year  following.— His  treatise  on  Optics  was  translated  4^ 
into  English  by  Dr.  Disaguliers ;  and  several  of  his'  ^ 
papers  are  in  the  Philosophicai  Transactions^. 

David  Gregory,  nephew  to  the  mathematician,  wa^ 
born  in  Aberdeen,  in  1661,  and  also  eminently  dis-* 
tinguished  for  his  genhis,  and  profound  studies  in  ma- 
ihematics.     He  completed  his  education  at  Edinburglr, 
where  his  merit  recommended  him  to  fill  the  mathe^ 
matical  chair  in  that  university.     By  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Newton,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  elected  Savilian  professor  of  astronomy  at 
Oxford.     He  published  several  works  of  higK  reputa- 
tion on  mathematics,  and  subjects  connected  with  that 
science,  and^  in  1703,  a  splendid  edition  of  Euclid's 
works  in  folio.     Dr.  Gregory  died  in  1710.     His  bro- 
ther, James,  became  professor  of  mathematics  at  Edin- 
burgh, which  situation  he  held  33  years.     His  othrA' 
brother,  Charles,  was  professor  of  mathematics  at  St. 
a  2-  Audrew!s, 
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Attdrev'f  S3  year^  and  wai  aoeceedtd  by  his  son 
DaTid»  who  published  a  ayilen  of  ariUnnetic  and  alge- 
pe^  in  lAtia.    He  died  in  1703. 

Dr.  JoH  Qugfifg,  phyMcian,  wai  bom  in  1724,  al 
Abcrdeeat  ivhera  bit  Taiber,  Br.  Janei  Gregory,  was 
profeaior  of  nediciiie  in  King's  College.  He  atodtei 
ai  Abeideen*  and  afiecwajrda  at  Edinburgh  and  Ley- 
den.  In  174^,  he  obtained  the  degree  of  M.  IX»  and 
^cane  prefesaor  of  pbiUwophy  at  Aberdeesj  which 
lie  afterwards  eschangfed  in  l74d»  for  that  of  physic; 
▲bout  1751,  be  kft  Aberdeen^  and  leltiM  m  Loodkn^ 
where  he  waachoaen  a  fcllofw  of  the  Bivyal  Society. 
Ha  practiaed  ftubae^yiently  at  Aber^eerw  and  waa  after* 
wacda  chosen  profeeaor  of  naedijnQB  in  the  muYermty  of 
IdiAbargh*^  in  1766,  where  be  diedin  1773.  His  works 
are,  the  DiUiea  and  Oflfccea  of  a  Pbyficiaii-^£I«ineDts 
of  ihq  Practice  of  Physic-* and  a  Father^  legacy  to 
Iiift  Bwghtars. 

His  family  wereaUboru  in  Aberdeen;  andhiasea^ 
|>r.  JaoMa  Gregory^  ait  emiaenfr  fdiyaician  a]ad  profisi« 
sor  in  th^  university  of  £duilH>rgh,  new  Uvrng^  ii^  is 
hit  character  wi  works,  well  hwwn  to.  the  learmri 
world. 

d  any  obaecf  atioiia  which  might  oceuv  on  tfae  si»h« 
ject  of  the  Art9»  it  were  unpardonable  to  pass  oaer  tbt 
|iame  of  Gi^a^  iroai  whose  plan  the  West  Church  of 
thia  city  was  built,  by  Mr^  WyHie,  an  s^l^iect  ftm 
JSdinburgb,  and  finished  about  the  year  1745  or  5& 
Ihe  dressing  of  granite  at  that  period,  wa$not  brougb| 
to  thet  facility  ia  worlwg•.a^ddel^t<ur«ty  in  finish 

which 


HiStOltY  0r  ABSRDBBH*  1^5 

wfaicfa  it  has  attained  within  the  last  twenty  years ; 
and  to  this  it  may  have  b«en  owing,  that  the  base- 
ment coarse  only  of  this  eiegaat  church  has  been 
built  of  this  beantifol  stone^  so  mach  and  so  justly 
admired>  and  not  liable  tod^cay  from  the  inilaence  of 
weather.    The  superstructure  is  of  free-stone,  brought 
ifl  blocks  fjrom  the  &rth  of  Forth,  at  a  considerable  ex- 
pence,  although  we  had  q^iarries  of  a  very  superior 
»tone,  in  a  manner  just  at  o»r  door.    The  efifect  of  si 
liuildrhg  of  granite  over  that  of  free-stone,  may  b<* 
>een  in  a  house  in  Broad*street,  built  about  the  year 
H'i'S,  for  Mr.  Croickshank,  a  respectable  Russian  mer- 
chant, and  a  native  of  Aberdeen.  .  The  front  toward* 
Broad-street,  after  a  very  elegant  design,  wae  erected 
of  free-stone^ '  on    which    were-  worked   appropriate 
tQooJding^,  with  a  handsome  xomice  and  ballustrade. 
The  front  to  Guestrow  is  of  dressed  granite.     In  the 
course  of  50  years,  the  free-stone  front,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  weather,  was,  in  the  balustrade,  and  all  the 
projecting  mouldings,  reduced  to  a  hideous  skeleton,  sa* 
that  it  became  necessary  that  all  the  projections  should 
^e  chisseled  off— the  balustrade  taken  down,  and  re- 
placed with  a  ratling  of  cast-iron — the  whole  front  of 
*ne  shop-floor  repaired  with  granite — and  the  upper 
P^rt  painted,  tb  prevent  farther  injury  f?om  the  wea- 
ther.    All  thb  was  done  at  a  considerable  expence, 
W  to  the  tttter  destruction  of  the  original  beautiful 
design  and  finish,  while  the  granite  front  to  Guestrow, 
I'emains  tn  all  its  primitive  beauty  and^  simple  ele^ 
g^ace.  ~ 

•^cs-Gibbs,  architect,  was  born  in  Aberdeenv  ih= 
4^  a  l^SJ^r 


1638,  ttrf  Jhrfjgd  U»«rt 
— tholtf,  an 

iIm  ini<rIfiNM0»lAf  iAdbwaiiAdbnnsiB«nd»» 
juaaoii*  lodft,  pfc»i— 1 1»  lh«  boiUiBg  ^  tfe  Ncv  ^ 
bjr  Ibc  WM—  iortf tju- 

Tht  aavf  pratbytttfiaM  af  lir.  CSbbif 
apar  oa.  tlie  klla  iajps  af  the 
feadeflMa  ia  bit  praausaa.  Ba  was»,  k 
•f  a  considaraUa  parliao  af  boaaravf  and 
"aUkd  two  Oa^i  la  keep  iha  mbUk  wkm 
dittarbed  him  at  adittaaca,  it  iaaaiA  be  goad-naaamdly 
Ictok  hit  ievaBge»  by  iaacribiag  an  tha  cailaa  of  one, 
jMhfr,  mi  on  tia  other,  Ctdmm  Hie  €ibba  ac^awtd 
aa  BMiab  reputation  aa  an  arebitact  ktk  Loodan,  aboat 
Ihe  year  I720w  thai  ba  wiaa  aarji  geaemtty  eaaployed. 
In  1721,. be  gaae  the  dtsign  lar  St.  MaKtinTa  cburckta 
die  FieMa,  which  was  finished  in  five  yeaia,  and  coil 
thirty  thousand  pounds.  lie  wm  the  aachiuect  ^sn  eC 
St.  Mary's  IB  the  Strand;  of  thenewehnrchatBerhy; 
Ihe  new  bnildtng  at  King's  CMiege,  Cambridge^  aa  well 
as  tha  senate*  hnase  there.  He  abo  gsare  tl^  ciesiga 
i^Tt  and  bailt  the  fiuaoaa  RatcHfie  Library  91  Oxford^ 
-at  ihe  opening  of  which  ha  was  eoaspUoMnted  bir  tbs 
university  with. the  degree  of  Masiea  of  Ajta.  Hb  was 
employed  in  many  other<  paUic  and  private  bnildingsi 
—Horace  Waipolei  Lord  Orfeid,  ia  hi^ltfe  tif  Gibb% 
.  has  been  rather  fastidiously  erkieai  on  tbe  subject  ^of 
^  architect's  taste, — *'  iltspsaise/'  says  hts  loedshift 
''  was  fidelity  to  rules  ;  his  failing*— want  of  gi«€e ;" 
batiha  be^i  prpof  of  his  g^nins^  «id  tm^  aufe  .tp> 
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foimd  whianomieroii^work^  vhkki 
m9Mid»d  V^  many  wbo  wer«  e»t«eiiui4  vtry  < 

MtJ^vt  having  ac^ouired  repiuatiaa  and  wcakb^.  h^ 
^ied  in  1.7  34»  ieavlofi  his  book9«  drawings,  and  pnoti^ 
to  the  Ratclifie  library  ;  b«si<kf  Ugiev»  t».  tut 
£d€»d9»  aod.  U  |^Uc  cbariiies. 

The  Cross«  ia  Gostle-strei.^  although  nopairtofil 

li«ars  any  resemblance  lo  tba^  emblem  of  our  reIigiol^ 

ia  a  very  beaAitifuL  and  singular  prodsctioi^  in  stone^r 

masonry.     All  its  parts«,cut  in  high  relief,  are  finished 

in  at  superior  style ;  ^d  the  portraita  of  the  ten  so«e« 

reigns  from  James  I.  to  James  VIL  bear  a  strong  re« 

semblance  to  the  best  piclares  we  have  seen  of  tbe«# 

personages.     The  decorated  pillar,  with  a  Corinthian 

capital,  wbick  supports*  the  unicorn  in  the  center  is 

remarkable  for  its  elegance  of  design  and  execution 

The  date  of  its  erection  (supposed  about  I  ^  years 

sijace),  ifi  not  exactly  ascertained.     It  is  said  to  hair^ 

been  erected  by  a  stone  mason  in  Old  Rayne,  or  Huntly  ; 

and,  whoever  he  was,  does  him  infinite  honour  as  a  man 

of  taste»  and  liberal  instruction.*-— *  What  is  said  of  tho 

inutility  of  this  building  in  another  part  of  this  vo* 

lume,  related  chiefly  to  its  present  situation,  rendered 

inappropriate  from  the  late  improvements,  and  open** 

ing  of  new  streets. 

Of  the  architectural  tasto  of  the  private  build ingjs  ia 
Aberdeen,  little  is  to  be  said  in  commendalioa  W« 
leeid,  however,,  to  be  of  late  emerging'  from  that 
chaos  of  distinguishable  bad  taste  which  predominated* 
for  tbo  last  thirty  j^eaiai,  and  wbkh.  waa  solyfsct  to^ 
^  and 
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and  recognised  by  no  rule  of  arcbitecinre.  The  vn- 
necessary  bigb- pitched  roof,  suid  that  preposterous  de- 
formity, a  tympany,  while  it  broke  into  the  roof,  and 
created  a  great  expence,  procured  only  a  miserable 
chamber  of  a  few  feet  square.  These,  and  other  ab* 
surdities,  seem  to  be  giving  way  to  more  fixed  rukf, 
governed  by  correct  principles  and  good  taste.  It  is 
the  interest  of  every  man  who  buildsr  a  hoase,  what- 
ever its  expence  or  size  may  be,  to  obtain  previoasTy 
a  good  design  from  one  who  has  studied  architecture 
as  a  science.  A  good  plan  may  cost  a  few  pounds ; 
but  it  may  save  many,  besides  the  advantages  gained 
by  judicious  contrivance,  founded  on  the  principles  of 
teasonable  economy. 

Aberdeen  has  not  only  to  boast  of  Gibbs  as  a  dis- 
tinguished architect,  but  has  a  tide  to  be  eminently 
proud  of  her  Jameson,  appropriately  called  the  Apella 
^  Scotland,  the  pupil  of  Rubens,  and  feUow  student 
with  Vandyck,  at  Antwerp,  under  that  great  master. 

George  Jameson  was  the  son  of  Andrew  JamesoHi 
and  was  bom  in  Aberdeen  in  1586.  Al  what  age  he 
went  abroad,  or  how  long  he  continued  there,  is  not 
knownl  After  his  return,  he  applied  with  indefati- 
gable industry  to  portrait  in  oil,  though  he  sometimes 
practised  in  miniature,  and  also  in'  history  and  lisuid- 
scape.  His  largest  portraits  were  generally  somewhat 
les^  than  life. 

-  His  excellence  is  said  to  consist  in  delicacy  and 
softness,  with  a  clear  and  beautiful  colouring. — When 
king  Charles  visited  Scotland  in  ltf33>  the  niagistrates 

of 
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ofEdinburglij  knowiog  his  majesty's  taste,  eo^plojr^ 
Jameson  to  make  drawioga  of  the  iS^oii3b  mooarchft; 
with  which  the  king  was  ao  much  ]>lea9ad,  that,  ^a» 
quiring  for  tba  painter,  he  s^t  to  bin^  and  rew^d«4 
him  with  a  diamond  ring  from  Us  awn  finger.  It  i« 
observable*  that  Jameson  always  drew  himself  with 
his  hat  oni  eithef  in  imitation  of  hia  masler  Rubenfk 
or  in  having  been  indulged  in  thai  liberty  by  the 
king  when  he  aat  to  him. 

AboQt  the  year  1 620,  Jameson  returned  to  his  na^ 
tire  city,  where  heaettled  in  the  line  of  his  px<rfessiock 
Here  he  married  a  lady  of  the  name  of  /vobf/fti  7ba#/#, 
by  whom  he  had  several  sons  and  daughters.  'AU  bis 
sons,  it  appears,  died  in  early  life.  His  only  daugh* 
ter,  whose  numerous  descendants  are  now  HviAg,  was 
Maiy,  who  was  thrice  married  :  first,  io  Mr.  Burnett, 
of  Elrick,  iu  the  county  of  Aberdeen ;  afterwards,  to 
James  Qregory,  the  celebrated  mathematician ;  and 
subsequently*  to  Mr.  George  Eddie,  one  of  the  ma^- 
gistrates  of  Aberdeen.  By  all  these  gentlemen  she 
had  children.  Many  of  the  descend^ts  of  the  two 
first  haire  numerous  families  in  this  county. 

Mary  seems  to  have  inherited  a  portion  of  her  fa« 
ther's  genitu.  Several  specimens  of  her  needle-work 
remain^  particularly  Jephtba's  rash  vow :  Susannah  and 
the  elders,  ^c.  pxabably  form  a  design  of  her  fajbber's ; 
aad  in  different  copartments,  which  adorn  the  east  end 
of  St.  Nicolas'  Church,  in  this  city,,  above  the  magis^ 
tratea'  gallery. — A  list  of  Mr%  Jame^n'a  painti»g%  as 
far  as  collected,  is  annexed. 

Thought  moat  of  the  con^idejrahle  femiliea  io  SceAt 

land. 
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land  are  possessed  of  works  by  this  master^  the  great< 
eft  collection  of  them  is  at  Taymouth^  the  seat  of  the 
earl  of  Brcadalbane : — Sir  John  Campbell,  of  Gle- 
norcby,  his  lordship's  ancestor^  having  been  the  chief 
and  earliest  patron  of  Jameson^  who  had~attended  that 
gentleman  in  his  travels.     In  difierent  gentlemen's 
bouses  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  there  are  portraits 
painted  by  Jameson,  as  well  as  in  the  halls  of  Maris- 
chal  and  King's  College :  but  the  Sybils,  said  to  be 
painted  from  Beauties  of  Old  Aberdeen,  do  not  justify 
the  opinion  that  they  were  the  productions  of  his  pen- 
cil; although  the  Four  Evangelists,  which  are  also  in 
the  hall  of  King's  College,  bear  strong  marks  of  the 
manner  of  this  excellent  artist. 

He  died  possessed  of  an  easy  fortune,  which  he  left 
to  his  three  daughters,  two  of  whom  were  honourable 
married. — Mr.  Thomson,  of  Portlcthen,  a  descendant 
of  Mary,  above  mentioned,  had  an  original  picture  of 
her  father,  by  himself.  Mr.  Thomson  was  grand- 
uncle  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  town^lerk  of  this  city,  ia 
whose  possession  this  picture  now  is.    ' 

Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  Tour  through  ScotlSmd,  1772, 
says  (but  we  know  not  on  what  authority),  that  Ja* 
meson  having  finished  a  whole  length  of  Charles! 
he  expected  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  would  pur- 
chase it  for  their  halt ;  but  they  offering  him  too  in- 
considerable a  price,  lie  sold  it  to  a  gentleman  in 
the  north  of  England. 

Jameson  bad  many  scholars,  particularly  Michael 
Wright,  a  portrait- pa  inter  of  considerable  merit,  and 
mentioned  by  Lord  Orford  as  having  gone  from  Scot- 
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land  to  London^  where  be  was  much  employed  by^  the 
nobility  and  gentry. 

Though  Jameson  was  little  known  in  England,  and» 
what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  is  not  mentioned 
either  in  Pilkington's  Biographical  Dictionary  of  the 
Painters,  or  in  the  last  edition  of  that  work  published 
by  Fuseli-— his  character,  as  well  as  his  works,  were 
greatly  esteemed  in  his  own  country.  Arthur  John* 
ston,  the  poet,  addressed  to  him  an  elegant  Latin  epi« 
gram  on  the  picture  of  the  marchioness  of  Huntly, 
which  may  be  seen  in  the  works  of  that  author,  print-* 
ed  at  Middleburgh  in  1642.  The  picture  itself  is  ia 
the  collection  of  the  duke  of  Gordon ;  and  in  the  hall 
of'  the  Marischal  College  is  the  portrait  of  Arthur 
Johnston,  also  by  Jameson.  He  died  in  Edinburgh 
ill  1644*,  and  was  interred  in  the  church-yard  of  the 
Grey  friars,  but  without  any  monument. 

Mr.  John  Alexander,  the  grand-nephew  of  Mr.  Ja- 
meson, seems  to  have  been  the,  only  one  of  his  de- 
scendants who  possessed  his  genius  for  painting.  He 
practised  as  a  portrait- painter  till  a  considerable  time 
after  the  year  1730.  Many  of  his  paintings  also  are 
highly  esteemed. 

By  hb  will,  written  with  his  own  hand  in  July  1 641, 
and  breathing  a  spirit  of  much  piety  and  benevolencoj 
he  provides  kindly  for  his  wife  and  children,  and  leaves 
many  legacies  to  his  relations  and  friends,  particularly 
Lord  Rothes,,  the  king's  picture  a  full  length;  and 
Mary  ^  with  Martha  in  one  piece.  T^Williani  Mur- 
ray hp  gives  the  medals  in  his  cof&r^  makes  a  hand- 
some 
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some  pro? kioB  for  Ms  nataral  daaghter;  and  bestows 
liberally  on  the  poor. 

Mr.  Srancii  JRAKcoeH  was  for  the  space  of  sixty  years, 
tlve  mtich  respected  teacher  of  dancmg  in  Aberdeen. 
He  had  i4ways  a  strong  predilection  for  drawings  but 
nerer  took  a  pencil  in  his  hand  to  attempt  any  thing 
in  colour,  till  he  was  about  40  years  of  age.  He  re- 
ceired  his  instractions  in  London,  and  particularly 
from  Francis  Cotes,  who  was  esteemed  a  good  artist, 
and  died  about  the  year  rno.  Mr.  Peacock  copied 
with  great  delicacy  and  trath,^and  thereby  greatly 
pramoted  his  improvement  in  taking  likenesses  in  mi- 
niature, whiclr  he  painted  at  moderate  prices.  To  a 
genius  fbr  music  and  painting,  he  united  the  unafiect- 
ed  manners  of  a  geotlettan.  *  No  man  possessed  a 
more  nice  sense  of  honour. 

He  assisted  in  the  first  "fermation  of  the  weekly  sub- 
scriptron  concerts,  and  with  great  ability  joined  the 
band  in  the  Orchestra,  both  dn  the  violin  and  violon- 
cello. Late  in  life  he  published  a  treatise  on  dancing, 
well  written,  and  as  well  received  by  the  pnblic  and 
the  teachers  of  that  part  of  genteel  education. 

Mr.  Peacock  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
odds,  leaving,  ultimately,  the  residue  of  his  fortune  to 
purposes  of  public  charity. 

JafU^  Weks  was  a  native  of  B&iffiMkif  e,  but  settled 
in  Aberdeen  aboat  thirty  years  vince.  He  had  been 
in  a  great  manner  sel^taught,  prompted  by  the  ardour 
•f  |«enius  to  the  practice  of  the  art. 

He 
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He  was  much  patrooised  in  Aberdeen  by  Mr.  Fran- 
cis Peacock^  whose  love  of  the  art  led  him  to  encourage 
that  4n  others^  to  which  he  feit  in  himself  a  constant 
stimulus.  Mr.  Walea's  portrait  of  Mr.  Peacock^  being 
a  fttroog  Hkenessy  and  well  painted^  procured  him  a 
cohsiderable  share  of  business,  chiefly  in  portraits  of  a 
small  size,  wbich  he  painted  in  oval  on  tin-plate,  no  low 
as  half  a*gttinea  and  a  guinea  each.  This  afforded  him 
bat  little  advantage,  and,  of  course,  from  such  trivial 
resources,  incumbered  with  small  debts  which  he 
had  not  always  the  means  of  discharging,  he  left 
Aberdeen,  and  w«it  to  London,  where  he  greatly  im- 
proved, having  a  great  portion  of  ready  conception 
and  aptitude,  in  availing  himself  of  whatever  he  saw 
superior  in  the  works  (Mothers,  rendering  i%  peculiar- 
]y  his  own,  without  the  apparent  labour  of  a  manner- 
ist. At  London,  he  painted  landscapes  in  the  manner 
of  Poussin,  with  fine  effect,  and  attained  greajt  eminence 
in  portrait. 

He  was,  however,  still  left  in  circumstaAces  co|i- 
^iiderably  incumbered ;  and  was  encouraged  to  try  for 
better  fortune,  and  patronage  arising  from  profession- 
al  merit,  in  India.  This  he  probably  would  have  ob- 
tained, had  he  lived ;  for  his  improvement  was  rapid : 
what  he  painted  there  was  much  approved  of  by  the 
best  judges  of  the  art  in  ^at  country.  He  died  (in 
^hat  part  of  India  we  know  not),  about  ten  yeaf s  since. 

In  an  article  connected  with  the  arts,  we  should  not 

be  able  to  offer  any  reasonable  apology  to  the  public, 

if  we  omitted  the  name  of  Mr.  Byres,  of  Tdnley,  a  na- 
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t'lTe  of  Aberdeensbire*  who,  after  about  40  yearg  re^ 
aidence  in  Rome,  retired  to  live  on  hia  estate  in  this 
county..  In. very  early  life,  Mr.  Byres  stodteil  at 
Rome.  His  classical  taste  and  profound  knowledge  of 
whatever  related  to  architecture,  statuary,  or  paiatiog, 
established  his  fame  as  a  connoisseur,  to  whose  judg- 
ment all  the  British  resorting  to  Rome,  as  well  as  the 
learned  and  curious  of  other  nations*  were  invanabiy 
in  the  habit  of  making  constant  appeal.  As  the  inti* 
mate  friend  of  Sir  William  Hamilton^  the  Humom 
Portland  vase,  and  indeed/  the  finest  specimens  of  the 
art,  sent  by  that  intelligent  gentleman  into  this  couv^iry, 
came  originally  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Byres.  In 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  productions  of  the  old  mas- 
ters, and  appreciating  their  just  value  and  distinctive 
excellence,  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Byres,  since  his  re- 
Hirn  to  Britain,  has  been  often  resorted  to,  and  his  de- 
visions  acquiesced  in  with  well-founded  confidence. 
Of  specimens  in  the  arts  in  his  own  possession,  we  are 
ignorant;  but  whatever  he  has,  tmu/ ^  se/ec^  .-—and, 
to  a  remarkable  suavity  of  manners,  he  unites  all  the 
amiable  qualities  of  a  benevolent  and  worthy- man. 

In  the  course  of  these  observations,  we  are  naturally 
led  to  a  notice  of  Mr.  Joltn  Moir,  a  living  artisti,  and 
nephew  to  Mr.  Byres.  Mr.  Moir  is  the  soa  of  a  cler- 
gyman (Dr.  Mpir,  of  Peterhead),  and  received  part  of 
his  education  in  Aberdeen,  where,  at  anjearly  period, 
he  was  taught  the  rudiments  of  drawing.  He  went 
«oon  afterwards  to  Italy,  where  he  studied  at  Rome 
with  every  advantage  which  could  be  obtained  in  that 
emporium  of  the  arts,  forming  his  judgment  and  taste 

OH 
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on  the  best  models  of  antiquity;  and  ttie  works  of  the 
great  masters  of  former  times.  On  bis  retom  to  Bri- 
tain, he  confined  himself  chiefly  to  landscape,  study* 
ing  nature  with  a  sedulous  and  unremitting  attention. 
Thi  he  did  not  in  vain;  but ^f  late  he  has  practised 
much  as  a  portrait-painter,  in  which  he  has  succeeded 
to  a  considerable  degree  of  excellence.  His  portraits^ 
in  full  length,  of  Captain  Barclay,  Mr.  Niven  Lums- 
den,  and  his  head^-size  of  Captain  Adam  Cumine,  in 
the' last  Edinburgh  exhibition,  were,  among  ot he rs> 
justly  remarked  as  fine  specimens  of  this  branch  of  th6 
art,  con yey  ing,  not  merely  strong  likenesses,  but  a 
considerable  trait  of  general  manner  and  character. 
Mr.  Moir  has  fixed  his  principal  residence  in  £din> 
burgh;  but  usually  spends  several  months  aYmually  in 
Aberdleeo,  where  he  has  met  with  that  encouragement 
to  which  his  merit  obviously  entitles  him.  His  copy 
of  ]>r.  Dun,  who  left  the  munificent  endowment  for  the 
grammar-school,  from  Jameson,  in  the  town-hall  of 
thii  city,  is  the  finest  fac-simile  we  have  seen.  It  has 
all  the  force  of  expression  and  fine  painting  of  Jame- 
son's picture. 

M^srff  Archibald,  Alexander,  and  AndreV)  Robertsoni 
are  all  natives  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  sons  of  Mr*  WiU 
liam  Robertson  of  Marischal  Street.  They  all,  at  an 
early  period,  received  the  rudiments  of  the  •  art  of 
dravnng,  from  teachers  in  this  city;  and,  as  kindred 
in  genius,  as  well  as'in  blood,  they  assisted  greatly  in 
the  ^  instruction  of  each  other.  Mr.  .Archibald,  -  after 
studying  in  London  for  tome  time,  went  to  New  York  y 
A  2  and 
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and  Mr.  Al«zaiider«  after  a  similar  course  of  stsdy, 
followed  his  elder  brother.     They  haye  met  with  such 
j  encouragement  in  that  city,  both  iu  teaching  and  in 

I  painting  portrait  and  landscape,  as  they  had  reason 

I  to  expect  from  their  several  endowments  and  practice 

I  in  the  art.     Mr.  Andrew*  the  younger  brother^  after 

the  tuition  be  had  received  at  home,  studied  under 
Mr.  Masmyth  at  Edinburgh,  and  subsequently  in  Lon- 
don, where,  his  progress  in  the  different  branches  of  the 
art  was  marked  with  much  approbation  by  artists  of 
the  highest  reputation,  and  particularly  Mr.  W^tt  the 
president  of  the  Royal  Academy,  whose  picture  he 
painted  in  large  mioiatriire,  aj^id  from  which  a  print,  by 
l)awe,  was  taken  in  meSszotinto,  whicli  ba»  nantb  of 
the  spirit  and  effect  of  the  original  picture. — Mr.  Ro- 
bertson's  picture  pftbe  marquis  of  Hun tly,  froni  which 
an  excellent  print  has  been  taken  by  Hoi),  has  been 
»uch  admired  for  its  likeness  and  fine  painting.  This 
print  has  been  also  much  approved  of,  and  is  ia  the 
poftsession  of  all  Lord  Hi/ntly's  friends. 

The  just  celebrity  which  Mr.  Robertson  has  obtain- 
ed by  his  numerous  works,  is  well  known  to  the  best 
jui^ges  of  the  art  in  the  metropolis.  With  what  repu- 
tation he  painted  tho  v^olunteer  colonels  of  London, 
need  not  be  told.  Prinu  were  taken  from  all  these 
fine  miniatures.  Tn  his  exquisite  miniatures  of  the 
loyal  family^  and  his  large  miniature  of  a  beautiful 
Gipsey  and  her  infant,  in  the  character  pf  a  Madona 
and  child,  so  much  admired  in  the  last  exhibition  at 
Somerset* house,  he  has  shewn  to  what  excellence 
an    artist   may    arrive,    who    unites^    with  original 

genius, 
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ge^la.s  the  closest  application/  ^ad  the  most  unrifiHt- 

ting  industry.  '  » 

Mr.  Robertson  resides  now  constantly  in  London,' 

deTOted  to  the  art  he  loves,  at  $3,  Grerard-street>  Soho,. 

'We  claim  among  the  number  of  Hying  artists  and 
connoisseurs,  as  connected  with  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Jarnvs 
Broine,  brother  to  Mr.  Irvine  of  Drum.  It  is  impos- 
sible not  to  perceive,  that  in  some  families,  genius,  and? 
a  taste  for  the  arts,  are  hereditary  qualities;  Mr.  Ir-i 
tine  spent  the  years  of  early  life  in  Aberdeen,  and  was 
educated  at  Marischai  College.  After  preliminary 
studies  in  this  city,  he  wept  to  London,  and  frorri 
thence  to  Rome.  There  he  was  gratified  with  a  siglit 
of  whatever  was  excellent  in  a  profession  to  which  he 
had  given  many  eaily  proofs  of  a-  strong  predilection. 
We  are  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  product 
tfons  of  his  pencil,  to  give  any  particular  account  of* 
them  ;  but  several  of  his  portraits  and  designs  are  in 
this  neigh t>oarhood,  ' 

*  For  some  years  past,  his  afttentlon  has  been  chiefly 
iHrected  to  the  selection  and  purchase  of  pictures  for 
sale  :  several  6ne  specimens  of  which'  he  has  sent 
to  London.  He  sold  the  two  famous  landscapes  of 
Claude  Lorraine-  the  temple  of  Apollo;  and  fhiel 
landing  of  jEneas  in  Italy,  from  the  Altieri-  palace 
at  Rome,  which  Mr.  Beckford,  of  Fonthill,  purchased' 
at  7  000  guineas. 

This  Species  of  commerce,  for  which  he  is  so  emN 
mently  qualified,  engrosses  at  present,  we  believe,  th«- 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention. 

r3>  lb) 
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In  like  manner,  and  for  the  sajBae  reaaons,  we  faafe 
a  right  to  claim  an  interest  in  Mr.  Hugh  Irvine,  son  to 
Mr.  Irvine  of  Drum,  and  nephew  to  Mr.  James  Irvine, 
the  gubject  of  the  last  article.     This  young  gentleman^ 
at  an  early  period  of  life,  manifested  a  strong  incli- 
nation for  the  study  of  the  art,  and  for  several  yean 
Kis  application  has  been  unremitting.     For.  some  tima. 
Ke  was  the  pupil  of  Mr.  Renaigle  of  London,  whose 
merit  as  an  artist  is  well  known  ;  and  be  has  long  been 
a  close  student  in  landscape  after  Nature.     In  the 
jEdinburgh  exhibition  his  picture  from  Walter  Scott's 
''  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel/'  of  Sir  William  of  Delo- 
laine  crossing  the  Tweed  in  moon- Iight>on^ his  approach 
ilo  Melross  Abbey,  with  appropriate  scenery,  was  much 
•  noticed  by  connoisseurs.    Mr.  Irvine  has  lately  painted 
views  of  several  of  the  seats  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
0f  this  connty,  and  recently,  a  very  beautiful  view  of 
Slonymusk,  the  seat  of  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  with  the 
Tiver  Don  in  the  fore-ground  of  the  picture — Bcnackee, 
and  other  interesting  objects  in  the  distance.     Some  of 
^ese  pictures  have  been  engraved,  and  appear  in  the 
Bev.  Dr.  Skene  Keith's  Agricultural  Report  of  Aber- 
deenshire.    Indeed*  from  his  genius  and  industry,  this 
yban^  znht  affords  reasonable  ground  to  hope  that  he 
will  obtain  a  distinguished  rank  in  the  line  of  his  pro* 
fession^ 

In  a  strict  connection  with  the  arts,  the  musical  taste 
of  a  tovvn,  and  its  musical  establishments,  form,  per- 
liaps,:  a  distinguishable  feature^  and,  of  course^  merit 
BOtice*. 
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At  tt  tme  considerably  jremote>  the  .records  of  tbV 
coQiiikunity;  nientioa  "  a  sallary  to  the  master  of .  ik% 
"  9ong  school;"  and  this  stipedJ  is,  in  sabstavce^ 
coDtioucfl,  we  believe,  to  the  present  day» 

Aberdeen,  however,  for  a  period  of  60  years,  aV 
le^g  could  boast  of  a  regular  weekly  subscriplioa 
concert,  through  the  winter,  it  was  liberally  sup^ 
ported  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  county> 
who,  with  the  principal  citizens,  raised  annually  aoi 
ample  sum  for  this  establishment,  which  was  conductr 
ed  in  a  manner  highly  honourable  to  the  taste  of  th^ 
town.    '.>'  \ 

These  concerts  were  managed  by  a  president  andl 
directors  chosen  annually  by  the  subscribers.  They 
bad  occasionally  as  leaders  on  the  violin,  Oliver!,  the 
elder  Pinto,  Thrustans, .  and  others,  to  whom  liberal 
salaries  were  paid.  To  these  were  joii^  a  very 
powerful  band  of  gentlemen  of  the  town,  wbp  were 
aided  by  faired  assistants,  0n  d)0erent  instrumentiv 
with,  occasionally,  a  male  or  female  singer,  and  these 
combined,  formed  a  very  respectable  Orchestra^  Thai 
Orchestra  could  not  fail  to  be  in  considerable  repute* 
in  which  ^e  late  Dr.  John  Gregory ;  Mr.  Geoi^ 
Skene,  of  Rubislaw ;  Mr.  George  Moir,  of  Scotstown  } 
Dr.  George  Skene ;  Mr.  George  Walker ;  Colonel 
Knight  Erskine;  Mr.  Fysher  Smith  Lyttleton;  Mr. 
A.  Tait;  Mr.  RoberUon,  of  Foveran;  Dr.  ikattie^ 
Mr.  A- Annood ;  Mr.  Davis ;  Mr.  Barber ;  Mr.  Ross  ; 
Sir  William  Forbes ;  Dr.  Dauney ;  Mr.  John  and  Mr. 
James  Boyn;  Mr.  Peacock;  the  Rev.  Mr.  A  Smith f 
Mr.  Thomson^  of  Baacbory ;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Roberta 

smi, 
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806,  along  with  other  names  too  tedioorto  enamerate, 
performed  on  different  instmments  their  seyend  parts. 
—Mr.  A.  Tait,  Mr.  Boyn,  Dr.  Daaney,  and  Mr 
Ewen,  were  treasurers  of  The  Musical  Society  hi  sac* 
cession. 

It  18  a  sabject  of  sincere  regret,  that,  owing  to  the 
death  of  many  of  these  gentlemen- performersj  who 
rendered  their  services  gratuitously,  and  the  departare 
of  others  to  distant  parts,  whose  place  it  has  not  hither- 
to be^n  possible  to  supply,  this  elegant  ent^tainment 
has  been  for  some  years  past  given  op. 

We  are,  moreover,  not  without  our  apprehensions 
that  the  fashionable  late  hours  of  more  modem  times, 
nay  have  had  some  influence  on  the  discontinuance  of 
these  musical  meetings,  which  afforded  so  much  plea* 
tHre  to  many  who  are  not  now  living,  as  well  as  to  a 
considerable  number  who  remain  to  regret  that  no 
such  delightful  and  innocent  source  of  amusement 
does  honour,  at  present,  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen. 
XiCt  us,  however,  indulge  a  hope  that  circumstances 
may  yet  occur;  iavourable  to  its  revival. 

A  very  fine  collection  of  music,  an  excellent  organ, 
by  Snetzler,  a  harpsichord,  and;  in  short,  a  very  com- 
plete set  of  instruments,  the  property  of  the  Musical 
Society,  are  lodged  m  the  library  of  Marischal  Col- 
lege, to  wait  the  re-establishment  of  subscription- 
concerts,  on  their  former  very  respectable  footing.  A 
very  good  picture,  supposed  to  be  by  one  of  the  old 
Italian  masters,  the  subject,  St.  Cec:ilia  at  the  organ, 
accompanied  by  angels,  was  presented  to  the  Musi- 
cal Society  by  Mr,  Alexander,  the  painter,  a  descend- 
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ant  of  George  Jameson.  It  formerly  hung  over  the 
folding- door  in  the  hall  of  the  society,  where  the 
weekly  concerts  were  held,  in  Broad-street,  and  is  now, 
with  the  other  property  of  the  society^  kept  in  reserve, 
tinder  the  more  immediate  care  of  the  librarian^  m 
Marischal  College.  A  golden  lyre,  ornamented  with 
diamond-i  and  rubien,  presented  to  the  society  by  the 
late  Sir  Archibald  Gtznt,  of  Monymusk,  to  be  worn  by 
the  president  at  all  public  meetings,  is,  at  present,  in 
the  keeping  of  Mr.  Ewen,  tbe  la^t  treasurer.  All  the 
articles  of  property  belonging  to  the  society,  are  in- 
ventoried and  recorded^  so  as  to  be  forthcoming  in 
due  season.  -     ^ 

As  to  the  means  of  histruction  in  music,  Mr.  Ros^ 
organist  of  St.  Paul's  chapel,  has  long  taught  the  harp^ 
sichord  and  piano-forte  with  great  approbation,  and  is 
well  known  to  the  musical  world,  as  a  composer  of 
distinguished  merit. — We  cannot  avoid,  on  this  occa^ 
slon,  congratulating  the  public  on  the  recent  acqvisi* 
tlon  made  in  aid  of  this  elegant  branch  of  educational 
by  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Knott,  as  a  professional 
teacher  of  Vocal  Music  in  this  city.  He  possesses  a 
powerful  and  melodious  voice,  which,  joined  to  a  co.n« 
siderable  portion  of  musical  science,  peculiarly  qualify 
him  for  that  situation  to  which  he  has  been  called  by 
the  choice  of  the  magistrates  and  councif,  and  the  ap- 
probation of  the  public.  His  excellent  method  of 
teaching,  and  unremitting  application,  while  they 
prove  highly  beneficial  to  his  pupils,  do  very  grfiat 
credit  to  him$elf. 

Cata* 
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Catalogue  of  some  of  the   works  of  Geoegb 
Jameson,  Painter. 

Jameson,  his  wife,  and  son.^In  the.  possession  of 
Sir  George  Chalmers,  painter,  married  to  Jameson's 
great-great*grand-daughten 

Jameson  in  his  painting- room,  which  is  adorned 
with  pictures  of  Charles  I.  and  his  queen ;  Jameson's 
own  wife ;  another  head  ;  two  sea-rie ws ;  Perseus  and 
Andromeda. — In  the  possession  of  the  earl  of  Findia- 
ter,  at  Banff  Castle. 

Jameson,  a  single  figure,  with  a  miniature  in  his 
hand,  supposed  his  wife's  picture — In  the  possession 
of  William  Carnegie,  Esq.  town-clerk  of  Aberdeen, 
Jameson's  great* great- grandson. 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell  ;  William,  earl  of  Airtb  ] 
John,  duke  of  Rothes ;  James,  marquis  of  Hamilton  ; 
Archibald  Lord  Napier;  William,  earl  Marischal; 
Earl  of  Loudon,  lord  high  chancellor ;  Thomas  Lord 
Binning;  John,  carl  of  Mar;  Sir  Robert  Campbell; 
Sir  John  Campbell ;  Genealogical  picture  of  twenty 
heads  of  the  family  of  Lochow : — In  possession  of  the 
earl  of  Breadalbane. 

Two  of  the  family  of  Argyle. — In  possession  of  the 
duke  of  Argyle. 

Lord  Glamis. — In  possession  of  the  earl  of  Strath- 
more. 

George  Herriot,  jeweller.— In  Herriot's  Hospital. 

Sir  Alexander  Erskine,  Cambuskennetl{;  Sir  Char- 
les Erskine,  of  Alva ;  Sir  John  Erskine,  of  Otterstown ; 
Arthur  Erskine,  Scotscraig;  William  Erskine,  piaster 

of 
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ofCharterhdase;  Mary  Erskine,  countess  of  Maris- 
cbal  and  of  Panmure ;  Margatet,  countess  of  Rothes ; 
Martha,  countess  of  Strathmore ; .  Anne  lady  Bin- 
ning; Henry,  prince  of  Wales;  Henry  Erskine^  lord 
of  Dry  burgh. -r-In  Uie  possession  of  Lord  Alra. 

Sir  Alexander  Gibson,  lord  of  session,  collector  of 
decisions. — In  the  possession  of  Murray  of  Polmaise, 
and  countess  of  Rothes. 

James  Erskine,  earl  of  Buchan;  Henry  Erskine, 
lord  of  Dryburgb ;  Alexander  Erskine,  son  t>f .  Mar, 
foil  length. — In' possession  of  the  eart  of  Buchan. 

Alexander  Eraser,  of  Philorth ;  William  Forbes,  of 
Tolquhon. — In  the  possession  of  Lord  Salton. 

Sir  Thomas  Hope,  lord  adrocstte ;  Sir  John  Hope, 
lord  of  session ;  Margaret  Murray,  his  wife. — ^In  pos« 
session  of  Mr.  Scott,  late  of  Rossie.  . 

Sir  Adam  Gordon.^In  the  possession  of  Sir  Ernest 
Gordon,  Park. 

Dr.  Dun,  founder  of  the  grammar-school,  Aberdeen, 
—hi  the  possession  of  Bisset,  Lessendrum. 

Crichton,  Viscount  Frendranght ;  Sutherland,  Lady 
Frendraught;  Marquis  of  Montrose ;  Urquhart  of  Cro- 
marty ;  His  wife ;  Lesly,  Lady  Frendraught-^In  pos- 
session of  Morrison  of  Bognie. 

Charles  L ;  Jameson  himsolf.^In  possession  of  Mr. 
Jameson,  Mrine-merchant,  Leith. 

Three  young  girls  of  the  Haddington  family. — In 
the  possession  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple. 

Three  girls,  aged  six,  seven,  and  eight,  of  the  fami- 
lies of  Argyle,  Errol,  and  Kinnoul.— >In  ihe  p<g|Ssession 
fif  Baird  of  Auchmedden. 

Two 
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Two  boyt,  a((f d  tltfee  and  fiye^  and  a  dog.^In  tbc 
pOMtaaion  of  Lindsay  of  Wonnistown. 

Marchionesa  of  HonUy ;  Marchioness  of  Gordon.  «- 
In  th*  possession  of  the  duke  of  Gordon. 

Sir  Tkonas  Hope,  )ord«advocate.-^In  th^  possessioa 
of  the  earl  of  Hopetoan. 

Dr.  WilUam  JohnstcMi,  brother  of  Dr.  Arthur ;  Por- 
bes,  his  wife.— In  the  possessioa  of  Andrew  Skene, 
Esq,  of  Dyce. 

Br.  Arlhor  Johnston ;  Mr.  Andrew  Cm%,  minister ; 
Gordon  of  Stralocb,  publisher  of  maps ;  Sir  Paul  Men- 
2iefl>  proTost  of  Abwdeen;  a  Head  unkix>wD.-*In 
Mal*ischal  CoUege. 

Patriek  Forbes,  bishop  of  Aberdeen  ;  Pressor 
Sandilands;  Professor  Gor4pn ;  The  Sybils,  some  of 
them  iapposed  to  be  of  Jameson's  hand««-Jn  King's 
College.  ^ 

Charles  L«-In  possession  €»f  Mr.  Campbell^  Royal 
•Bank,  Edinburgh, 

Earl  of  Tweeddale.^In  possession  of  the  marquis 
of  Tweed((a!e. 

Andrew  Eraser^  of  Mtfchilts;  lUs  wife,  daughter  of 
the  family  of  Forbes ;  Two  beads  unknown.— -In  tbe 
possession  of  Charles  Fnaser,  loverallochie. 

Two^Saodilands  of  Jbhe  Torpichen  family.^-- In  the 
possession  of  Wauchope  of  Niddrie, 

Sandilands  of  Cotlawn»«-^Ili  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Paul  of  Abefdeeo* 

General  David  Leslie ;  Sir  Alexander  Fraser  of  Fra- 
sersburgh ;  William  Foibes^  first  bishop  of 'Edinburgh ', 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Nicolson^  lord-adTocate, — ^In  the  posses- 
sion of  William  Urquhart  of  Craigston. 
-  Sir  Thomas  Nicolson,  lord-advocate.— In  the  pos- 
session of  the  earl  of  Kinnool. 

Earl  of  Hantly,  called  Lnckenhand.— -In  the  pos- 
session of  the  coantes8*dowager  of  Aberdeen. 

James  VI.  a  full  length. 

Carnegie  of  Soathesk ;  Carnegie  of  Northesk ;  Car* 
negie  of  Craigs ;  Carnegie  of  Dunnichen. — In  the  pos- 
session of  Sir  David  Carnegie  of  Soathesk. 

Patrick  Forbes,  bishop  of  Aberdeen.— In  the  pos- 
session of  Sir  William  Forbes,  Craigievar. 

David  Anderson,  of  Finzeauch,  merchant,  burgess 
of  Aberdeen,  commonly  called  **  Davie  do  a'  thing," 
uncle  to  Jameson ;  Mr.  Alexander  Robertson,  town- 
clerk  of  Aberdeen ;  Another  not  known. — In  the  pos- 
session of  Charles  Bannerman,  Esq.  Aberdeen,  mar- 
ried to  his  great- great- great- grand- daugl]ler. 

Alexander  Bannerman  of  Elsick  in  1 643. — ^In  the 
possession  of  Sir  Alexander  Bannerman,  Bart. 

Wb  regret,  that  in  our  short  notice  relative  to  Hugh 
Irvine,  Esq.  it  was  omitted  to  mention  his  picture 
of  Casde-street,  Aberdeen.  The  view  is  takeYi  fr'.in 
the  east,  looking  down  into. Union- street,  and  ren- 
dered peculiarly  interesting  from  several  weli-dis* 
posed  groups  of  figures,  some  of  which  are  striking 
portraits.  This  picture  was  exhibittfd  at  Somserset 
Houiie  in  the  month  of  Alay  last. 

.From  the  information  with  which  we  have  been  fa* 
Toored,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that,  although  there 
may  be  several  individual  pictures  of  the  old  masters 
in  some  of  the  houses  of  the  nobility  and  j;entry  in  the 
county  of  Aberdeen;  yet  there  is  hardly  any  number 
te  be  found,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  which  can 
8  with 
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with  aay  propriety  be  teriDed  «  coHecitoa.  There  are 
some  pictures  of  the  old  masters  in  Seaton  House,  the 
residence  of  James  Forbes,  Esq. ;  and  Alexander  Breb- 
iier,  Esq.  of  Laimey,  has  in  his  possession  seveml  pic- 
tures of  the  Italian  school :  bat  we  believe,  the  b^ 
collection  in  this  country  is  in  the  possession  oi  Sir 
William  Forbes^  Bart«  of  Craigirar,  at  Fintray  House. 
The  Cumean  Sybil,  by  Guercino*  purchased  at  Flo- 
rence, in.  that  collection,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  the  finebt  production  of  that  mas- 
ter ;  and  the  boy,  in  the  corner  of  that  picture,  point- 
ing to  the  Sybilean  record  of  oor  Saviooi^s  birth,  eqoal 
to  the  finesi  e0brt  of  the  pencil  of  Guido,  St.  John  in 
the  wilderness  by  Carlo  Dolce,  in  the  same  collection^ 
is  a  rare  specimen  of  that  master  In'  this  collf  ction 
are  also  included  pictures  by  Snyders,  Wovermans, 
Gerard  Dow,  Vanderneer,  and  others^  the  old  masteis 
of  the  Flemish  school. 

'  In  this  city,  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Ewen,  tbere 
are  specimens  of  the  works  of  Caravagio,  Vandyck, 
Sckalken,  Bourgoinone,  Paul  Bril,  Rubens,  Guido,  Old 
Franks,  Vandevelde,  Titian,  Barroccio,  Job  Berkhey- 
den.  Van  Diestf  'Qrroz£onti,  Corregio,  Rembraati 
Breughel^  Marco  Benefial^  Francisco  Bolognese.  PiNts- 
sin,  Spagnoletto,  Panini,  Stoccade,  Patel,  Hans  Hol- 
bein, Egbert  Hemskerck,  Vamlermeulin,  Baptist,  Van 
Goyen,  Rambouts,  Brawer,  Ostade,  Reysdaal,  Fergoflon^ 
Houdekoeter,  Valesquez^  and  others  of  the  old  mas« 
ters;  with  those  of  a  later  period,  by  Chalelain,  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller,  Dodd,  Abraham  Pether,  Angelica. 
Kauffman,  Zoffkny,  and  others  of,  and  from,  artists  of 
more  modern  times* 


The  Chspttr  on  Literature  and  dM  Asti^  ttogeter  with  dit 
very  jadicioiM  and  bearvolcnt  propontien  of  a  Schexne  of  j 
neot  pnmtioa  for  the  Widows  sad  Children^of  BurgoMcai 
dlmwn  up  for  tba»  work  at  the  A«thor*ft  refsest,  hy  a  Geotle-. 
man,  to  whom  he  eaimet  a^^eid|  oa  lfbi»  ect aeioa^  expraMio^  hif 
•treng  tenae  of  ohligatioa. 

CHAPT&a 


CHAPTER  VIIL 


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES^ 


#  «  •»  #^ 


UNITED  PUBLIC  lIBRARlTr 

IThIS  iastUation  was  established  long  ago^  and  it^ 
character  has  gradually  risen  with  the  liberal  support 
it  has  received  from  the  public.  There  are'  about 
52>000  volumes  in  this  library,  and  that  number  is 
daily  augmented  by  the  addition  of  most  of  the  nevv 
and  popular  works  which  constantly  issue  from  the 
press.  There  are  also  many  oM  and  valuable  books 
to  be  found  in  this  library,  which  altogether  contains 
a  greater  collection  of  works  of  merit  than  any  similar 
provincial  institution  in  the  kingdom. 

The  terms  of  subscription  are  moderate ;  and  every 
attention  is  given  to  the  accommodation  of  the  sub- 
scribers, by  Mr.  Forbes  Frost,  the  librarian.     The  li- 
brary is  situated  in  Broad-street,  and  is  kept  open  from 
s  2  ei^ht 
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eight  o'clock  morning,  to  nine  at  night  It  was  for- 
nerly  kept  in  a  floor  above  the  Athenaeum,  foot  was 
removed  to  Broad -street  last  year,  where  thelMokseU 
ling  and  stationary  business  is  carried  on  by  the 
same  concerns. 

Terms  of  subscription  for  the  Aberdeen  CireukAing 
Uhraiy,  viz.  2 1 s.  a-year ;  J 2s.  a  half  year;  7s.6d.  a 
i]uarterj— entitles  a  subscriber  to  all  the  new  publica- 
tions as  they  come  out:  15s.  a  year;  9s.  a  haif« 
year ;  5s.  a  quarter,— entitles  a  subscriber  to  all  the 
books  in  the'  printed  catalogue,  but  none  of  the  new 
publications,  till  they  are  printed  in  an  appendix, 
which  is  published  annually.  Any  number  of  books 
can  be  had  by  paying  accordingly. 

Athenaum, — This  news-room,  or  literary  establish- 
ment,  was  commenced  about  nine  years  ago,  and  is 
situated  in  Castle- street.  It  is  suj^orted  \}y  about 
250  subscribers,  who  pay  each  <me  gninea  and  a  half 
annually.  The  most  of  the  London,  Edinburgh^  and 
provincial  newspapers  are  received,  as  well  as  many 
pamphlets,  magazines,  &c.  The  subscribers  to  this 
institution,  include  the  most- part  of  the  respectable 
people  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

Uterary  and  Commercial  News  Roam.- — ^This  establish- 
ment is  much  older  than  the  former,  and  is  situated  ia 
the  Netherkirkgate.  There  are  above  a  hundred  sub- 
scribers, who  are  accommodated  with  the  London,  Edin- 
burgh, and  provincial  papers,  the  reviews  and  maga- 
zines. 


ziaM.-^It  is  condacted  by  Mr.  Alezmuler  StefeouMm, 
bookseller. 

Ctdcdoman  Uterary  Som/y.— This  gociety  was  insti« 
tuted  about  seven  years  ago^  for  the  purpose  of  esta« 
blishhig  a  pennanent  library,  to  contain  the  most.ap- 
prored  books  in  science  and  literalore«  It  is  the  pro** 
perty  of  the  subscribers^  who  pay  10s.  fid*  of  entry 
moneyi  and  6s.y<Barly  |  besides  coiitributtng  one  book 
each  to  the  collection.  /  The  society  ha?e  already  se* 
veral  hundred  volanies  of  valuable  books ;  and  their 
stock  is  fast  increasing  by  the  frequent  addition  of 
reputable  works. 

Dentists, — Gentlemen  of  this  profession  formerly  visit* 
ed  Aberdeen  ;  but,  till  lately,  there  was  no  professional 
person  resident  in  this  city.  One  gentleman,  indeed, 
who  had  studied  the  anatomy  and  diseases  of  the  teeth, 
occasionally  practised  among  his  friends,  but  without 
taking  fees.  Mr.  Crombie,  however,  in  Castle-street, 
having  devoted  his  whole  attention  to  the  prevention 
and  cure  of  diseases  in  the  teeth,  as  well  as  to  the  ma- 
king  and  placing  of  sets  and  single  teeth— there  ^2is 
been  no  encouragement  given  to  any  other  person  in 
that  line  since  his  commencement;  and  indeed,  his 
great  skill  and  dexterity  in  the  profession,  are  so  well 
known,  that  none  have  attempted  to  rival  him. 

Musical  InstnmeBt  7ftlamf/ac^ai3f.--^An. establishment 
of  this  kind  was  commenced  four  years  ago,  by  Messrs 

Knowles 
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Knowlefl  and  Alfen,  With  every  prospect  of  success ; 
and  from  the  preyailing  taste  for  n)usic>  and  the  snpe* 
rior  manner  in  which  the  instraments  are  finisbedi 
their  business  is  rapidly  increasing.  They  make  or- 
gau,  piano-Jbries,  violins,  guitars,  and  in  fact^  all  sorts 
of  musical  instruments^  and  also  supply  their  custom- 
ori  and  the  public  with  musicdl  books.  They  sell 
thair  initrunrants  at  fair  prices,  and  And  an  ample  de- 
mandf  not  only  in  Scotland,  but  even  in  London,  to 
which  place  they  annually  send  instruments  of  all  de- 
scriptions. 

Theatre.'^A  neat  theatre  was  built  some  years  ago 
in  Marischal-street,  by  a  society  of  gentlemen,  who 
kt  it  to  the  highest  bidder ;  and  it  produces  a  rent  of 
L.200  sterling  a  year.  It  is  kept  open  for  three  or 
ifiour  months  during  winter  and  spring.  The  house, 
when  full,  m^y  produce  from"  L.GO  to  L.70,  at  the 
present  prices ;  but  in  general,  the  receipts  are  not 
half  so  much :  and  on  the  whole,  it  has  not  been  a 
profitable  concern  to  the  players* 

Taverns  or  Ifo/efe.— The  New  Inn,  Castle- street,  is 
kept  by  Mr.  Cleugb,  and  may  be  considered  as  the 
first  hotel  in  the  town.— Mr.  Dempster's  hotel  is  situ- 
ated in  Union-street.— Mr.  Ronald's,  in  Huxter  Row; 
— and  Mr.  Smith's,  in  King- street.— These  inns  arc 
all  of  the  first  rank ;  and  for  the  variety  and  elegance 
of  their  entertainments,  are  exceeded  by  none  in  Scot- 
land. 

List 
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iMt  (f  ProfDo^ts  Jrom  1782  to  181 1«  inclusive.'^ 
1782-3,  William  Young ;  1784-5,  William  Cruden ; 
1786,  James  Jopp  ;  1787-8,  John  Abercrombie  ; 
1789-90,  William  Cruden;  1791-2,  George  Auldjo; 
1793-4,  John  Abercrombie;  1795-6,  George  More; 
1797-8  Thomas  Leys;  1799-1800,  John  Dingwall; 
1801-2,  James  Hadden ;  1803-4,  Thomas  Leys; 
1805-6,  Alexander  Brebnerj  1807^8,  George  More; 
1S09-10,  James  Hadden ;  1811,  James  Young. 


APPENDIX. 


SCHEME 

PROVISION  FOa  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS 

OP  THE 

BURGESSES  OF  GUILD  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
ABERDEEN. 


Xn  the  coarse  of  <mumerating  the  difierent  FriencUy 
Societies  of  this  city^  with  their  various  estahlishmexits 
for  tbe  benefit  of  the  widows  and  children  of  the  memo 
bers,  it  certainly  must  excite  considerable  surprize  to 
reflect,  that  no  institution,  upon  the  principle  of  aa  - 
equitable  assurance  has. ever  been  adopted  by  the 
burgesses  of  guild.  It  is  obyidus  that  they  form,  by 
the  constitution  of  this,  and  every  other  borough  in 
Scotland,  the  most  distinguished  and  leading  branch  of 
the  community ;  and  with  the  artificers,  or  incorpo- 
rated tradesmen,  are  alone,  in  a  legal  sense,  the  consti- 
tuent members  of  the  corporation. 

la  this  public  character  and  capacity,  they  are  in^ 
deed  represented  by  the  magistrates  and  council ;  but, 
st9  merchants  and  manufacturers,  forming  the  guild  of 
the  city,  tbey  are  without  that  provision  for  their  wives 
«ad  f%txii\ie&,  to  which  they  are,  from  thejur  situation  in 

T  life^ 
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life,  so  peculiarly,  intitled^  and  which  would  so  macli 
contribute  to  their  respectability  and  comfort 

It  IS  true,  they  have^  in  consequence  of  the  sum  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  borough^  at  the  time  they  are 
admitted  members  of  the  guild,  a  title,  *'  in  cane  qf 
necessity,"  to  an  allowance  from  the  public  funds.  But 
xhispittanct,  invariably  granted  at  the  discretion  of  the 
magistrates  and  council,  and  in  consequence  of  a  peti- 
tion setting  forth  "  the  necessity  qfthe  case"  is,  what- 
eyer  its  amount  may  be,  always  obtained,  not  merely 
as  p,  matter  of  right,  but  in  the  nature  of  aa  eleemosy- 
nary grant,  and,  in  every  view,  in  the  guise  and  form 
of  a  deed  of  charity. 

This  is  a  mortifying  circumstance ;  but  it  is,  with- 
out doubt,  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  general 
ideas  which  prevailed  at  the  time  these  funds  were  es- 
tablished, and  the  predowtnating  principtes  and  opi- 
nions by  which  the  persons  then  in  office  were  influ- 
enced. Times  and  opinions,  however,  are  greatly 
changed.  The  habits  and  expence  of  living  are  mate- 
rially altered ;  and  these  changes  call  for  a  corre- 
sponding provision,  according  to  rank  and  situation. 
If,  therefore,  an  institution  of  the  deepest  importance 
to  its  meniibers,  has  hitherto  been  neglected,  oug^ht  it 
not  now  to  be  adopted  without  farther  delay  ? 

Indeed  it  has  been  frequently  thought  of,  and  in  one 
instance,  considerable  progress  had  been  made  by  some 
individuals  towards  the  establishment  of  an  institution 
of  this  sort.  Upwards  of  twenty  years  since,  consider- 
able pains  were  taken  to  promote  such  an  institutioti, 
by  an  association  of  the  burgesses  of  guilds  under  the 

combined 
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(^ottinned  idea  of  ft  chmmber  of  commerce^  and  the* 
eitftUidiineDt  of  a  fund  as  a  pkx>visioD  Ibr  widows  arul 
cluldreo.     Rates  for  the  government  of  this  necessary; 
m!B^tioii«  were  drawn  up,  and  at  ths^  time  circulatedj 
aod  very  generally  approved  of.    Bot  by' a  very 
itrange  i^d  inexplicable  condiiict  of  two  geivtlemea 
who  borrowed,  for  some  pretended  public  purpose,  a 
considerable  pinion  of  tbe  original  fund,  and  refused 
to  pay  it  back  to  tbe  treasurer,  who  held  their  note  of 
hand  forx  the  sum  borrowed,  under  the  plea  that  the 
society  bad  no  nomen  juris,  the  members  iVere  disgust- 
ed, and  this  excellent  plan  was  at  that  time  lost  to  the 
public.     This  happened  too  after  the  society  had  ac- 
tually acquired  a  form  and  substance,  by  an  election 
of  eiecadve  managers,  and  when  a  depor  it  of  the  en«> 
try- money  and  first  annual  payment  had  been  placed 
in  the  treasurer's  hands. 

But  tbe  gentleman  to  whom  had  been  committed  the 
formatioo  of  the  original  plan,  and  who  bad  framed 
the  rules  for  its  constitution  and  government,  in  the 
view  of  providing  for  its  farther  improvement,  had 
procured  a  set  of  tables  upon  a  moderate  scale,  found** 
ed  on  tbe  principles  of  an  equitable  assurance ;  and 
these  were  furnished  to  him  by  Dr.  Richard  Price,  the 
most  eminent  calculator  and  mathematician  then  liv^ 
inf;  and  whosecalcuiations  for  the  Equitable  Assu- 
lance  Office,  Blackfriars- bridge.  London,  under  the 
management  o'f  his  nephew,  Mr.  Morgan,  have  main* 
tained  their  reputation,  while  many  schemes  on  a  pre* 
tended  similar  principle,  and  held  out  te  tbe  public 
3fi  advantageous,  hava  proved  illusory  and  deceptious*. 
t2^  These 
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These  tables  were  afterwards  examined,  and  approTed 
of  by  other  able  calculators ;  but  nnfortunately,  ibe 
temporary  disgust  excited  by  the  failure  of  the  for- 
mer well  digested  scheme,  occasioned  an  indifference 
in  the  burgesses  to  enter  into  any  new  plan.boMr- 
ever  well  formed  and  established  on  principles  tbe 
most  solid  and  indisputable.  The  proposal^  bowefer, 
appears  of  a  nature  so  raluable  a'ud  important,  as  not 
to  be  unworthy  of  a  place  in^  the  History  of  Aber- 
deen. 

Viewing  it  as  a  proposition  of  considerable  utility, 
a  copy  of  the  tables  are  annexed  in  their  original  form, 
as  furnished  by  Dr.  Price,  which  ibay  be  easily  alter- 
ed or  extended,  according  to  the  desire  of  the  larges- 
ses.   Of  all  establishments,  as  a  future  proTision  for 
families,  none  is  so  little  liable  to  exception  as  that 
which  is  founded  on  the  principle  of  equitabkassuranct, 
and  the  probabilities  of  human  life.     Indeed  experi- 
ence has  so  fully  proved  its  certainty  and  eiiect^  that 
it  is  now  left,  destitute  of  any  the  most  trivial  objec* 
lion.     The  fine,  or  premium,  at  entry,  as  well  as  the 
after  annual  payment,  are  entirely  regulated  by  the 
age  of  the'  person  becoming  a  member,  and,  of  coarse, 
on  the  most  fair  and  equitable  principle.     To  com- 
mercial people  it  comes  recommended  by  every  con- 
sideration connected  with  their  situation  in  life  ;  ao^ 
therefore,  to  the  burgesses  of  guild  in  this  city,  it  is 
now  seriously  and  earnestly  recommended. 

How  many  well-principled  and  industrious  youBf 
men  have  set  out  in  the  world  with  the  fairest  pro* 
spects,  followed  up  with  a  life  of  correspoudiog  appli* 

catioBi 
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catkMi;  but  \9ho,  after  having  supposed  themseWes  in 
certain  possession  of  an  ample  provision  for  their  fami* 
lies,  by  a  train  of  unforeseen  accidents^  in  which  they 
themselves  had  no  portion  of  blame»  have  been  redu- 
ced to  a  state  of  deep  depression,  or  suddenly  cut  off 
by  a  short  illness,  while  those  they  have  left  behind 
were  suffered  to  pine  in  want,  or  struggle  through  life 
on  the  most  slender  pittance.  This  melancholy,  but 
unexaggerated  picture,  might  be  filled  up  with  nume- 
rous examples  in  illustration — but  it  is  needless.  The 
observations  of  the  intelligent  and  sympathetic  reader  , 
will  abundantly  supply  them.  It  is  sufficient  to  niAA, 
that  if  the  burgesses  of  guild  of  the  city  of  AberdeeOjt 
have  been  hitherto  inattentive,  to  a  duty  so  eminently 
incumbent,  and  to  what  so  intimately  connected  itself 
with  their  best  interests,  let  them  neglect  no  longer  the 
establishment  of  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  their  fam>« 
lies  on  the  principles  of  an  equitable  assurance. 

To  its  management,  they  themselves  as  men  of  bu- 
siness, are  fully  equal.  They  have  only  to  determine 
that  an  institution  so  important  to  them  and  their  fa- 
milies, shall  be  established,  and  its  sanction,  under  the 
title  of  "  A  Friendly  Society  qfthe  Burgesses  qf  Guild  f^ 
Aberdeen!^  for  this  express  purpose,  will  be  easily  ob- 
tained. 


t3  TRR 


^{0  BjyVORT  Of  ABBWIBH' 

TMS  /hlhwmg  Tables  had  been  very  Mipng^fttf' 
nuhed  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Richard  Price,  upon  a  rqntsenta- 
ihn  that  there  was  an  inteniim  qf  estabUMug  a  ¥mdf or 
^pPfmmom  to  the  widows  and  children  qftie  Biargessesi^ 
jtberdeen.  It  is  almost  wmecessaiy  to  observe,  that  Dr. 
]hrice*s  ahilittes,  as  a  mathematician,  are  in  very  hi^  esti- 
mation ;  that  his  calculations  on  annuities,  and  assuraneet 
on  Uv/sstwe  very  much  a^fnovedqf;  andthtUalltkefynde, 
ypon  the  prind^des  he  has  recommended,  haioe  stood  the  test 
efmar^  years,  and  have  established  his  reputation,  as  a 
calculator,  very  deservedly,  in  the  opinion  <^  the  public. 
These  tables  have  also  been  seen,  examined,  and  e^proved 
tif,  by  other  calculators  m  this  cowttiy.  Hey  are  ruar" 
ly  the  same  with  thosejunmhed  by,  Dr.  Price  for  ike  clergy 
i^  London  and  Middlesex  ;.  and  it  will  be  observed,  by 
looking  at  the  tables,  that  tlie  annualpayment  may  be  either 
4imiiushed  or  eiUendedr  as  the  subscribers^  to  the  plan 
skaU  detertfivne. 

Art.  I.  Jr  VERY  married  man,  not  exceeding  50 
years  of  age»  shall  subscribe  annually  during  mar- 
riage,  two  guineas,  in  order  to  entitle  bis  wife,  .pro- 
vided she  is  not  mlore  thaii  fifteen  years  younger  than 
hii^self,  to  an  annuity  of  ten  pounds,  payable  to  her 
during  her  widowhood.. 
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Art.  2.  He  shall  make  his  first  payment  at  admiftw 
fiion ;  and  besides  his  annual  payment  of  two  guineas^ 
he  shall  pay  the  fines  in  the  two  first  of  the  annexed 
tables,  on  account  of  his  own  and  bis  wife's  ages. 

Art..  3.  If  he  should  die  in  the  first  year  after  ad* 
mission,  and  before  he  has  made  two  annual  payments^ 
bis  widow  shall  be  entitled  to  only  a  quarter  of  an  an« 
noity.  If  he  should  die  in  the  second  year  after  ad- 
mission, and  before  he  has  made  three  annual  pay* 
ments,  or  in  the  third  year,  and  before  he  has  made 
four  annual  payments,  his  widow  shall  be  entitled,  in 
the  former  case,  to  only  half  an  annuity,  and  in  the 
latter,  to  only  three-quarters  of  an  annuity.  But 
should  he  die  at  any  time  after  three  years,  his  widow 
shallbe  entitled  to  a  whole  annuity. 

Art..  4.  Every  married  man,  for  an  annua)  pay^ 
meat  greater  or  less  than  two  guineas,  shall  be  entitled 
to  an  annuity  proportionably  greater  or  less,  prorided 
he  also  pays  fines  proportiohably.greateror  less.  That 
is,  should  he  chuse  to  make  his  annual  payment  one« 
half  less  (or  one  guinea  instead  of  two  guineas),  and 
to  pay  only  half  the  fines  in  the  annexed  tables,  his 
widow  shall  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  J£i  5s;  j£2 
10s.;  £S  1 5s.;  or  £.5;  according  as  he  shall  hap-' 
pen  4:o  die  in  the  first,  second,  third,  or  any  time  after 
the  third  year  from  tbe  time  of  his  admission. 

On  the  contrary,  should  he  chuse  to  make  his  an* 
nual  payment  one-half  greater  (or  three  guineas  in** 
stead  of  two),  and  to  pay  aisp  fines  one-half  greater ; 

that 
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^tt^k,£S  15;  £l  la;  i^ll  5;  «iidL.I5,acoardmg 
$B  kii  deAtk  shall  happen  ta  ihe  Brst,  second,  third, 
mr  ttiy  time  after  the  third  year  firom  the  time  of  his 
admimMi* 

Aa  annual  payment^  of  foar  guineas^  with  double 
fines*  ehall  entitle  a  widow  to  a  double  annuity ;  that 
is,  to  L^;  L.10;  L.i5;  end  U^O;  as  the  deadkof 
the  snbscriber  sbaU  happen  in  the  first.. second,  thiri 
or  at  any  those  after  the  dunl  year  frotn  the  timi  lie 
becione  a  aabscriier. 

'    A«v.  5*  Erery  married  pernn  who  sfaall  desre  to 
become  a  member  lor  the  benefit  of  his  widow,  shall 
make  the  following  declmration :  ''  I,  A.  B.  aged 
^  yearn,  do  eolemniy  dechrB,  tbat  I  am, 

''  at  this  present  time,  in  a  good  state  of  health,  and 
"  that  I  hare  no  distemper  which^  according  to  the 
f  ^  best  of  my  knowledge  or  bdieC  msy  lead  to  the 
•*  risortening  of  my  life." 

Art.  6.  Every  batchelor  or  widower,  ufider  40 
years  of  age^  who  shall  become  a  subscriber,  and  be- 
fore be  is  60,  shall  marry  a  person  not  more  than  15 
years  younger  than  himself,  shall  eatttk  his  widow  to 
an  addition  of  fire  shillings  a  year  to  the  ausnuity  to 
which  his  snbseription  after  mairiage  shall  entitle  her, 
for^v^ry  guinea  which,  in  annual  payments,  or  other* 
wise,  he  shall  ha?e  advanced  before  marriage,  prorided 
he  will  pay  his  first  annual  contribution  as  a  married 
man,  wkh  the  oorrespomlent  fi;nes,  within  three  asonthi 

aftor 
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after  marriage,  and,  al  the  same-time,  make  the  fore- 
gmng  declaratioii. 

Art.  7.  Every  married  man,  flhontd  he  die  it  wi- 
dower^  shall,  for  the  payments  during  life,  intbethtr# 
of  the  annexed  tables,  entitle  such  of  bis  children,  un- 
cier  i^ge,  as  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  his  decease^ 
to  L.100,  ps^yable  among  them  in  such  shares  as  he 
shaU  appoint,  or»  in  default  of  such  appointment,  m 
equal  shares.  r-For  half-payments,  such  children  shait , 
be  entitled  to  L.50.  — For  payments  one-half  greater, 
to  L.i50. — For  double  payments,  to  L.260. 

Tabms  of  Fines  to  be  paid  by  a  subMriber  of  L.2  2s. 
per  anmim. 

N  TABLE  I. 
For  the  excess  of  the  Husband's  Age  above  50. 


Age. 


31  - 
52  - 
33  - 
34- 
.  35  - 
56- 
37 
38 
39 
40 


Fine: 

L.    s.    d. 

"0  12    0 

-14     0 

-  I  14  0 
-li  4  0 
-2   14 

-  3     5 

-  5  17 
■-4  Q 
-5  '2 
-5  16 


Age. 


41  - 
42- 
43- 
44.- 
45- 
46- 
47. 
48- 
49- 


;  50-— 
I  51— 


L. 

-T 
-7 


Fine, 

s.  d. 

r  (y 

7  11  <^ 

7    17  O 

■8     4  a 

-8  re  a 

g   a  a 

•9    r  (^ 

•  9  14  o 


TABLE 
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Shewing  the  Fine 
per  annum^  on 
above  his  wife's 


Husband's  Age.        Fine. 


32 

3S- 

34- 

35- 
36- 
37  - 
38- 
39- 
40- 


L. 

0 

•0 

-0 

■0 

•0 

■0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


TABLEAU. 

doe  from  a  Subscriber  of  L.2  2$. 
account  of  the  excess  of  his  age 
age. 

Husband's  Age. 


d. 

6 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 


41  • 
42. 
43- 
44- 


45" 

46- 

47 

48  • 

49- 

50" 

51- 


Fine. 

L.    8. 

d. 

►0    9 

6 

0  iO 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

6 

0  10 

6 

0  11 

0 

0  11 

6 

0  12 

0 

0  13 

0 

0  14 

0 

TABLE  m. 
Shewing  the  values  of  L.IOO  payable  to  such  chil- 
dren«  under  age,  of  a  married  man,  as  shall  happen 
to  be  living  at  the  time  of  his  deaths  provided  be 
leaves  no  widow. 


Age.         Annual  Paymt. 

during  life. 

L.    s.    d. 

il  or  less, 0  10    O 

28 0  10     0 

S9 0  11     0 

30 0   12     0 

31  0  13     O 

32 0  13     6 

33 0  13     6 

34 -0  14     0 


55- 
36- 
37- 
38- 
39- 


-0   14  0 

-0   14  6 

-  0   15  0 

-0   15  6 

-O  16  0 


Husb.  Age.         An.  Pay. 

during  life 

L.    s.    d. 

40 

41 

42 

43 — . 

44-^ 


45 

46 

47- 

48- 

4P- 

50 

51  • 

52' 


0 

16 

6 

0 

17 

0 

0 

17 

6 

0 

18 

0 

0 

18 

6 

0 

19 

0 

O 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 

1  "■ 

6 

0 

Interest  reckoned  at  4  per  cent. 


No.  I. 

UNIVERSITY  AND  KING'S  COLLEGE  OF 
ABERDEEN. 


The  foUowiag  iccmiQt  of  the  Kiiig*s<^llege  of  Aberdeen  was 
dnwn  up  for  Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  is  printed  in  his  Statistical 
work.  It  has  been  revised  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  College, 
vho  have  made  several  additions ;  and  it  may  now  be  deemed, 
a  correct  sutement  of  every  thing  worth  recording  relative 
to  that  Seminary. 


INTBODUCTION. 

It  may  be  remarked,  to  the  credit  of  Great  Britaiki/ 
that  its  inhabitants  have  not  only  erected  some  very 
celebrated  universities  at  home,  but  have  also  been 
the  means  of  establishing  similar  institutions  in  foreign 
countries.  At  first,  these  institutions  resembled  in  some 
respects  schools,  more  than  universities;  only  two  facul- 
ties, that  of  arts  and  that  of  theology  having  place  ia 
them  :  afterwards,  however,  two  others,  law  and  medi* 
cine*  were  added ;  which  completed  the  whole  course  or 
system  of  education  as  then  taught.  It  is  but  justice  to 
Scotland  here  to  obserre,  how  much  the  revival  of  learn- 
a  '•  ing 
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ing  may  be  attributed  to  natives  of  that  country;  Of 
this  the  French  in  particular  wei^  so  sensible^  that,  four 
nations  only  being  at  first  admitted  into  the  uniYersUy 
of  Paris,  the  Scots  were  placed  next  to  the  French^ 
properly  so  caUed,  and  above  the  Picards  and  Normans. 
It  appears  that  so  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm 
IV.  there  existed  at  Old  Aberdeen  a  Indium  generalc 
in  Ckdidgid  CdnMiddrum  AhtHhmUMm,  ^^re  th^K^  i^re 
professors  and  doctors*  both  of  divinity,  and  of  canon 
and  civil  laws.  This  Collegium  Carumicum  was  institu- 
ted by  Edward,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  anno  1 157,  sooa 
after  this  epjscopsil  see  had  bteti  tfanslateS  firom  Mort- 
lach,  and  subsisted,  Sis  we  find  in  Hector  Boece^s  lives 
of  the  bishops  of  Aberdeen,  until  the  foundation  of  the 
.college  by  bishop  Elphinston. 

Institution  of  the  University,  ifc. — In  the  year  1494, 
pope  Alexander  VL  by  a  bull  dated  at  Rome^  Febru- 
ary 10th,  Instituted  in  th^  city  of  Old  AbeFdeen,  or 
Aberdon,  as  it  is  there  called,  an  university,  or  Studivm 
generate  et  Universas  Siudii  geheraJis,  for  theology, 
ciinon  and  civil  laws,  medicine,  tho  liberal  arts,  and 
every  other  lawful  faculty.  In  it,  ecclesiastics,  laics, 
masters,  and  doctors,  are  appointed  to  read,  and  teach 
those  who  come  to  pursue  their  studies^  from  what 
parts  soever,  in  Hike  manner  as  in  other  privileged 
universities.  It  is  farther  appointed,  that  the  studehts, 
according  to  merit,  shal|  receive  the  degrees  of  Bacca- 
laurcat.  Licentiate,  Master,  and  Doctor ;  an(|  powers 
of  granting  the  same  are  specially  conferred.  With 
these  degrees  are  bestowed  tXi  the  privileges,  pre- 

emineacies. 


eq»in9pcie8»  lil)eftie«»  ^^mptiomj  favours  ^n^  indul^ 
geociies,  whicb  ^re  ]^oqwo  t^  belong  to  aqy  other 
uAiversUjri  Pt04  tt^at,  not  Qi[ply  witbin  tbi^j  l^i^t  {every 
Qthf  r  wiver»hy,  ^H^mpte  ^wrumt  wUboVt  ^y  feiv- 

ih^rm^mmUm*  l^aMlyi  it  U  j^pptoiated^  th^WH- 
\iw<  ElfkmymM  tb^a  bishpp  of  Ab^ti^n^  ^u^  bj» 

unci 9«M>rs  i»  office^  4hQ\lil4  l?««6bmpellors  i^f  the  mi" 
nWBipy,  fiii4  selii  JH4i^  m  fdl  i?»»8fi«  <:ri^Qf  1  aad  civil, 
^i^l^i^tical  Qr  l§9Apor^l|  ^ffictii^g  h&  ofiemb^rs.  It 
iR»s  m  tb^  9iip^^sitipn  ef  bi^bop  ^pbioston^  that 
king  J«nQ«  IV.  «pplU4  fQr  tbi»  biiU*  6y  bw  roy^l ' 
mijMhy,  ibe  king  ^^igbl  bgv?  gr?^tQ4  the  vfQui^ite^ 

pmttegvift  %s4  M»8HI9H}e%  Wl^ift  bi(»:  P^B  14¥)gd<Hn  ; 
ktii  kci  con^eiv^  dMM^  U  r£<|i»f ^  tho  plaoitiMlf  ^f  the 

king,  bi  bb  tettor*  giv«.9  ft  m^t  daplor^bl^e  iic/cou|^t  c^f 
thft.tevbaims  i(»a|»  af  ib#  tm^ipi,  ojr  |}igb}an4&  4>f  S(:q|- 
lan^,  »ft  tbfti  lim9.  It  19  th^r^  M»t(^>  ''  ib^l'  ^  in- 
^^  bfttHteHDtii  w«r#  ipi^ffol  f^  \^\$fh  Mp4  9b»9s^  ^Qci- 
^'  vtlUed ;  tb»t  ibi$r«  w<#r9  ik>  pfi>op»  ^  b^  Igynd  #t 
"  lo  preAcb  tb^  wor4  ^  Gpd  tp  tb«  p^opl^,  or  t{>  ^4- 
'^  minister  the  sacraments  of  the  churchy  and  besides, 
"  that  the  country  was  so  intersected  with  mountains 
*'  aiMl  anQS  pf  the  sea^  so  dlistant  from  the  univer^ties 
'^  Blngady  i^r^t^j  and  the  roads  so  d^ag^rous^  th^t 
''^  the  youth  had  not  access  to' the  benefit  pf  education 
**  in  those  seminaries.  But/^  adds  the  king,  ^' the 
**  city  of  0]d  Aberdeen  i»  situated  at  a  moderate  dis- 
"  tance  from  the  highland  country  and  northern  is- 
*'  Unds;  eiyoysane?P«llent  temperature  of  ain  atiun- 
*'  dance  of  prpvi^ionsi  an4  the  couvi^niency  pf  b^bitd- 
a  2.  ,  JJ  i^9f^r 
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'*  tion,  and  of  every  thing  necessary  for  human  iiie," 
He  therefore  requests  that  an  university  may  be  in* 
stituted  there^  comprehending  every  lawful  faculty. 

As  two  universities  had  already  been  erected  in 
Scotland,  it  might  have  occurred,  as  an  objection  to 
the  institution  of  a  third,  that  two  had  been  thought 
sufficient  for  the  whole  of  England ;  '^  but,''  says  the 
hull,  "  science  has  this  distinguishing  quality,  that 
**  the  dilfiision  of  it  tends  not  to  diminish,  but  to  in- 
*'  crease  the  general  mass/'  Of  the  same  date,  tbe 
pope  granted  a  mandate  to  the  bishops-  of  Aberdeen 
and  Dunblane,  and  the  abbot  of  Cambuskennetb,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them,  to  publish  the  above  bull^ 
and  efl^tually  to  defend  and  patronise  the  doctors^ 
.  masters,  and  scholars,  in  all  their  privileges  and  »nima«> 
nities,  and  cause  the  statutes  and  institutions  ta  be  in- 
violably observed  ^  The 'execution  of  this  mandate 
did  not  take  place  till  the  25th  of  February,  1496  ;  on 
which  day,  within  the  cathedral  church  of  Aberdeen, 
William  Elphinston,  the  worthy  bishop  of  that  diocese, 
caused  Matthew  Pocock,  a  public  notary,  to  publish 

the 

*  There  are  lotne  differ ences  between  the  bull  of  Alexander 
VI.  and  the  bull  of  pope  Micolae  V.  in  1457*  by  which  tbe  uoi« 
versitj  of  Olaigow  wat  erected.  It  appears,  however,  bj  the 
coincidence  of  exprcBUAO,  that  the  person  who  drew  up  pope 
Alexander's  bull  for  Aberdeen,  had  that  of  pope  Nicolas  before 
him ;  or  perhaps  there  was  a  g^eneral  form  for  all  such  grants, 
though  occasionally  varied  as  circumstances  might  render  necea* 
8ary«  The  original  foundation-charter,  papal  bulls,  and  other 
papers  referred  to,  are  still  extapt  in  the  charter- chest  of  Kiiig*i 
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tibe  above  huR,  in  fMr«5enc«  fif  Mr.  Archib^  Ii|idsay^» 
cantor,  Aadreur  Ib^\,  treafloier*  aad  the  glher  mem- 
bets  cithfi  chapter.  Hhe  aaaaie  {>dpe»  by  andthi^r  bull 
da^d  1493,  onnexad  the  chimdi  4of  AbeiiolfaBoti  nofw 
Marjrkivk,  and  haili  levenoe  of  ihe  hesfi^iial  of  St.  .^cc- 
mzim,  to  the  luurersity.  Sy  the  ehai;iUBr  of  ^eonfir- 
BMLtton  of  James  IV.  May  22,  1497,  the  king  em* 
'  povers  bishop  Eiphiattoo  io  ^mtA  ak  coUege  wijthui  the 
onivcrsiiy,  aad  to  divide  ks  reVeniMs  amoqg  the  nii^- 
tecs  and  schoiars  as  he  shail  ihink  proper,  according  to 
conmissloa  aad  authrarity  givea  him  by  the  pqoie.  In 
coRsequeoce  of  these  pcmas,  bishop  ^^diiastsn*  the 
efaancelior,  made  and  published  his  first  foundation  in 
hk  iffe-tioie  -,  leaving  at  his  dea^  a  second  at  en- 
larged foundation^  wh^ch  was  published  by  b^  s»ic- 
cesser/ bishop  Gavin  D^abar^  in  the  cathedra),  anno 
15SI,  alter  establishing  ks  authenticity  by  a  so4enn 
inquisi tiop ,  and  pro^.  liiese  two  foundation^  charters 
are  the  written  law,  ia  all  c^nestioiis  and  deputes  tbet 
may  happen  to  trtse  among,  the  mevabecs  of  the  «in* 
^versity. 

By  the  ^st  foondaition,  dat^d  1 506,  and  eonfinned  by 
pope  Jalius's  b\ill  in  1606,  he  evects  and  jendows  mUm 
th^i^wn  sckolarium  tiudentwm  ad  ma^U^arma  ami  voea* 
Mo  SAiicTiE  Marine  w  na^ivitatb.  This  coUege  con* 
sisted  of  56  persons ;.  ;b<^  by  the  second  foundation^ 
confirmed  by  a  boll  of  pope  Clement  NIL,  15^6,  the 
number  was  augmented  to  forty-two ;  viz.  four  doctors  % 
in  the  faculties  of  theology,  canon  law,  civil  law,  and 
medicine ;  the  ^ret  of  these  to  be  catted  principal : 
eight  ntasters  of  arts,  whereof  -the  first  to  be  called 
a  3  8ttb» 
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sab'principal ;  tbe  second,  gramoiiuriaffi ;  and  llie 
other  six,  students  in  theology  :  six  batcbelors  m 
artsr  (all  the  aboYC, .  except  the  mediciner,  to  be  in 
priest's  orders):  thirteen  poor  scholars:  eight  pre- 
bends for  the  service  of  the  church,  of  which  the  fint 
to  be  'cantor,  the  second^  sacrist  ^  and  six  sii^ng  boys. 

OtigiiuU  (hnsiituiion.-^-'lt  appears  from  the  foregoing 
statement,  that  though  an  university  had  been  estab- 
lished in  the  city  of  Old  Aberdeen  in  1 494,  yet  nocol- 
kge  was  founded  within  it  till  1 506.  During  the  years 
that  intervened  between  the  time  of  institucing  the  uni* 
versity,  and  that  of  founding  the  college,  doctors,  mas- 
ters, and  students  existed,  and  were  endowed  in  tbe  uni- 
versity by  popes'  bulls  and  royal  donations ;  but  they 
did  not  form  a  college.  They  might  reside,  study,  and 
teach  in  any  place  within  the  university,  but  were  spb* 
ject  ta  no  particirfar  rules  or  discipline.  To.prevem  tbe 
inccmveniences-that  might  thence  arise,  was  the  intea« 
lion  of  bishop  Elphinston  in  founding  his  college  ;  -and 
as  it  is  the  only  one  that  has  ever  been  erected  in  this 
university,  it  therefore  posseses  within  itself  the  whole 
rights  and  privileges  of  an  university.  This  college 
having  been  soon  after  taken  under  tbe  immediate  pro- 
tection of  the  king,  its  name  was- changed  from  that  of 
St.  Mary^s.to  King's  College;  and  the  whole  incorpo* 
ration  has  been  since  with  propriety  denominated^  The 
Uni9tT$ity  and  Kfn^s  College  qf  Aberdeen. 

Adtnimsiration  qf  the  Funds,  and  Government  qf  the 
Memkrs, — ^In  tbis^  incorporation^  tbe  administjcationt.  of 

tke 
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the  funds,  and  goverament  of  the  members,  are  vested 
in  the  principal^  sub-principal,  regents,  and  professors, 
assenibled  in  a  college  meeting,  or  senatus  academicus; 
from  which  there  lies  an  appeal,  in  prima  instantta,  to 
the  rector  and  assessors,  and  finally  to  the  chancell<^ 
of  the  university.  There  remain  vestiges  of  the  ancr^ 
ent  division  of  the  members  into  four  nations,  each 
having  their  head  or  procurator.  These  had  consider- 
able authority  in  the  university  of  Paris*,  which  was 
the  model  of  that  of  Aberdeen ;  but  are  now  perfectly 
in  dissuetude  here,  except  at  certain  election^  when 
they  are  chosen  in  hunc  effectum  ;  and  are  denominated 
the  nations  of  Lothian,  Murray,  Angus,  and  Mar. 

Conservators. — In  the  days  of  popery  the  conserva- 
tors, as  they  are  called,  were  counted  an  important 
part  of  the  conAtitotion«  Two  classes  of  these  were 
appointed :  one  by  the  pope^  called  Apostolical  Con* 
servators,  intended  foe  the  preservation  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  conferred  on  the  university  by  the  see 
of  Rome  ;  the  other  by  royal  charter,  called  the  Royal 
Conservators,  for  conservation  of  those  conferred  by 
the  crown. '  These  last  are  instituted  and  nominated 
in- a  charter  under  the  great  seal,  aimo  1498.    They 

weue 

•  The  Jkroevraterei  nathmim  of  the  uiiYenity  of  PariSi  directed 
ajl  the  transactions  aod  correspondeDce  of  the  atudests  with  their 
friends  in  the  country ;  and  hy  sending  regular  carriers  to  the 
distant  provinces  for  that  purpose,  gave  the  first  proof  of  the 
benefit  arising  from  a  regular  communication  between  the  dif. 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom  \  which  led  tO,  the  iottitatioor  of 
Potuthropgh  Europe* 
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were,  the  theriff  «f  Aberdeen,  or  his  deptHe;  OHjy 
The  prevpsi  of  the  royal  borough  of  Aberdeen  (dder- 
nuMUB  hurgi  nottri  de  Aberdsen)  ;  and,  %i\y,  Btdmts 
tpisccfi  Merd<men.pro  tewppre,  de  diokuUwun  iliMMb- 
nen. :  %v4io  ere  appointed  ^  ecnmwa^ree  prioil^iomi 
**  -mni^ers&nim,  jurium,  iSbertiUum  tt  cOftiM^ditatOM^prt^ 
'**  dicim  nostra  wuvermtis  et  Uttdii  gemraUi,  ui  ht^- 
^  modi  cwaeroari  tt  drfemdi  fa/dprnlt  ad^o  iihere  £t  am 
"  omni  potest€tt  tt  jurisdietUme,  9kui  eenaenmiora  in 
*^  prof  Ota  tmivemtaie  P&nstengi  Uakeni  a  ChnMianissiaus 
**  J^aneorwn  regibtu,  ehsque  ftUeimptiwie  vH  vieiatiofit 
•**  quibusctmque"     The  apostolical  conservafeovs ere  ap- 
pointed by  a  papal  buU  of  AlexMider  VI.  'dated  rums 
JuHi  J  500,  (mno  poniificatus  nostri  8©o.     The  conserva^ 
loTB  flamed  were^  tb^  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  and  Ibe  ab- 
bots of  Cambuskenneth  and  Scone ;  wiih  the  c]9mt, 
duo  vd  unu8  vestnmi,  per  vos  wl  ptr  aflBfM.^-^U  the 
members  of  the  unrversity  being  sworn  at  their  e^try 
io  jsubordination  and  obedience  to  the  ^tatetes,  he  who 
refused  to  appear  before  the  nni-versity  ^vben  iairfnlly 
fiummoned,  or  who  was  found  to  have  trespassed  against 
the  statutes,  was  declared  infamoes  or  peijored  ;  and 
if  he  did  not  submit,  the  apostolical  oonservatoiv  were 
applied  to,  ^"bo  were  empowered  by  4^e  pope'«  b^, 
above  quoted,  to  inflict  ecclesiastical  censure  without 
appeal. 

Procurator,  or  Common  Receiver. — Tlie  collection  and 
distribution  of  the  revenue  is  committed  to  a  procura- 
tor, or  common  receiver,  who  is  elected,  de  gre^nio  et 
J^indatione  coUegih  by  the  principal,  cenoni^  civilist, 

nediciner. 
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mecliciner,  sub-principal>  grammarian^  cantor,  and  8Z^ 
crista  for  sach  a  space  of  time  as  they  may  think  fit! 
It  is  declared  to  be  his  duty  to  collect  the  college  ire- 
vemie,  ajid  to  pay  the  masters  and  scholars  the  respec* 
tiye  salaries  allotted  them  by  the  foundation ;  for  which 
trouble  he  received  five  merks  extraordinary.  He  is 
to  be  admitted  by  the  chancellor,  or,  in  his  absence, 
or  during  the  vacancy  of  the  episcopal  see,  by  the 
rector.  He  is  empowered  to  set  in  tack,  and  even  to 
feu  out  (arrendare  tt  ad  firmani  demiitere),  the  teioda 
and  lands  of  the  college,  with  the  advice,  and  by  the 
authority  of  his  ekctors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
the  common  utility  of  the  college,  and  no  otherwbe. 
At  his  election,  he  is  to  find  sufficient  security,  other- 
wise he  is  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  office.  There  is 
another  office-bearer  of  a  similar  nature  menti<med  ia 
the  foundatt<Hi>  and  there  stiled  *'  bur$ariu8  communis/* 
who  is  to  receive  the  bursaries  in  every  faculty,  and  io 
render  an  account  to  the  faculty  of  arts.  ,  The  appoint- 
ment of  this  office-bearer  has  been  long  discontinued, 
and  his  duty  conjoined  with  that  of  the  common  pro- 
curator. The  provisor,  or  gconomus,  is  appointed  to  be 
elected  by  the  principal,  sub-principal,  and  regents: 
his  business  is  to  find  provision  for  the  several  regents, . 
students,  and  others,  who  were  bound  to  reside  within 
the  college.  The  procurator  is  to  advance  money  to 
him  daily. 

{tf  the  Chancdhr. — By  pope  Alexander's  bull,  as 
mentioned  above,  anno  1 491',  bishop  Elphinston  and 
his  successors,  bishops  of  Aberdeen,  are  appointed  ex 

qfficio 
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cli«lp|)lQr«  9f  tbf  wiTOTsity.  In  Pvis,  the 
'ittlMn  um?^riil|r,  Aer^  are  iwo  cb^ncellon  of  ipfe- 
nor  pow«r  wd  difnity  to  Ik?  rector,  yiz,  the  cUucel- 
br  pf  N«lf  e  J>am«  fi«d  af  Si*  Gf  n^ie9«.-^lA  ttibtbere 
It  hut  one ;  be  ub  however,  i^f  mpreqiQ  power.  By 
4ho  aaniA  bull  it  i»  appQiftl«d  tb»li  tbaoe  wboni  the  rec- 
Iflr  of  Iha  imWeniily,  witk  1H9  Ol^or  i>aeI  of  ib^  re- 
gcntf,  iQMlen,  at  d«:t9r9  9f  diff  ff^^ect^e  {ac«kiex, 
•katt  vecMBMd^  la  piwuHiM  I0  Ih^  degr^^  of  doctori 
nailer^  lictfntiaU^  or  kH»§ti^N^  in  a^ky  of  tb?  f^coUH 
ahali  be  pnoinolad  by  the  ch^nfoll^^  Pf  vhsfp  be  de- 
fuUa  for  that  purpoae*  Tbe  ebatPiQeltor  i#  4|go  ap- 
f>milod,  with  the  .fldvtce  of  tbe  rectiur  and  rodent 
doctors,  lioandateSji  and  scbolaiv;  smd  two  at  least  of 
the  king's  etmmeMofs^  to  make  ^nd  «i}ai^  statutes  for 
the  good  ^aarenimBBt  af  tba  onirersity*  Tlie  ohaBcel- 
lor  adnita  to  tbetlr  respeetive  officea  Ibo  praK^l  CI* 
iiowat,  piieMttor  of  fiivai  law»  med]ic«9«  nib-prilHapil 
grafiHi|atioi»«  eantor^  and  a«eriat  If  o  va^aji^y  is 
protraetod  beyond  a  montli^  he  prea^ts  to  all  the  of- 
^ces  without  evreptioa.  Whatever  abtis^  are  repre- 
sented to  him  by  tbe  Tiaitors,  be  r^^forms  by  tbeir  td- 
we.  If  the  vifiiitora  neglect  to  do  tbieir  di^y>  tfte 
cbaiipel W  viaits  p€r  mpsum.  When  there  i$  la  vaca^cf 
of  tbe  biabop^a  wte,  or  wbea  tbe  biahop  m  nb^efit  (m 
i»eni0tu  agmitjf  tbe  duty  of  viaitaiiim.  belonga  to  tbe 
chapter,  or  to  its  vicarius  deputed  by  the  cbaptiar.  It 
also  belongs  to  the  chancellor  to  remove  from  their  of- 
fices those  who  neglect  theiif  duty»  titer  b«teg  fre- 
quently admoaisbed  by  tbe  prinoipa].rvrSn6e  the  abo- 
lition of  ^iscopac^^  the  cbaacelior  has  alwaya  been 

elected 
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.  elected  by  tht  princltiil  and  ]>rofe«Knh5,  liHd  €i)miiiira» 
in  office  ktVii^,  •    ^ 

Eector  and  4sse8Sors.^^The  rector  of  the  univ>H^!^ 
is  the  person  next  in  dignity  to  the  chancellor,  and  is 
called  J^  Rttivr.  He,  With  his  assesors,  httk  Jiower 
to  TiMi  tb6  coltege,  ttm  in  capUe  ^gmih  tVt  meitiiitis,  t^ 
exaiiliiie  intti  the  state  of  the  btrtidiiigs,  ahd  the  lUft^ 
ttgtitsbht  of  the  t^bnti^,  &c.,  aiid  report  to  the  ehlrii*' 
cellof  *  Hie  election  to  this  office  h  lomual ;  afid  han 
be^h  tukifetlhly  exerci^d  by  the  prittcipti],  aob«pi<Aii» 
cipal,  atrd  other  uiembers  of  the  college,  co&vekied  fa 
a  C6ll«gie  m«»«tittg.— Althotigfa  th^re  he  M  nile  fth  %hA 
footldatioti  tot  the  elettitm  of  the  fbtit  as^ssors,  y^t  it 
meAtio)(te  particularly  that  they  ^bmld  be  ptbbi^ii, 
and  ma^ra  of  am  in  th&tinitersrty,  ehosen  and  4e* 
pated'to  Visit  the  college.  They  are  chosen  aittuiillf 
alptigwith  the  rector;  and  it  is  their  duty  to  a&iiisff 
him  ih  his  courts,  where  they  sit  as  ttictabcrs.*-i1i^ 
rect6t  tn&y  be  choseti  de  tofkgio  or  eitra  coHeginm ;  Irnl 
he  ^ust  actually  resride  withih  the  ufiitersity. 

Courts fof"  Delinquefunts.'^the  gradation  of  the  coUfti 
for  punishing  delinquencies  In  the  colKege  is  esti&bMsh^ 
ed  in  the  foundation  in  the^HoWiiig  order.  1  st,  Wlteil 
any  person  belonging  to  the  college,  is  found  goitty  of 
any  delinquency,  he  is  to  be  corrected  by  the  princi* 
pal,  sub-principal,  and  regents.  2dlyi  If  ^  delin* 
quent  cotltemirs  their  authority,  and  tefustts  to  MilHttil 
to  their  award,  he  is  to  be  punidmd  by  the  reeier  i^ 
his  Cdui-t.    Sify,  If  he  continues  iii  his  contuihaey,  M 
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ii  to  be  brottght  before  the  chancelkMV  who  may  infiici 
a  pomBbmeDt  saited  to  bis  original  delinqoencj  aggra- 
Yfl^  by  obstinacy,  and  even  expel  him  fnna  the  imi- 
Teraity. 

PrmcfoL — ^Tbe  penMm  first  in  dignity  in  the  col- 
lege, considered  as  a  oorporation,  subordinate  to  the 
univenity,  is  the  principaL  He  was  to  receive  forty 
meiks  yearly  of  salary,  besides  his  lodging  in  the  col- 
lege, and  half  the  expence  of  his  entertainment  whea 
he  did  daty  personally.  The  principal  was  appointed 
to  wear  the  doctoral  habit  of  the  onivexsity  of  Paris. 
It  was  his  particular  province  to  enforce  discipline, 
and  superintend  the  morals  of  the  students ;  besides 
giving  daily  lectures  in  philosophy,  and  occasionally 
visiting  those  given  by  the  regents.  He  must  be 
elected  by  the  rector,  the  four  procuratores  natiomim, 
the  doctors  of  canon  and  civil  laws,  the  doctor  of  me- 
dicine, the  sub-principal,  grammarian,  students  in 
theology,  cantor,  and  sacrist ;  or  by  the  major  part  of 
them ;  and  admitted  by  the  chancellor  of  the  univer- 
nty.  At  his  election,  he  is  to  be  a  nuiguter  in  tlteo- 
logia  si  cotnmode  haberi  potest ;  otherwise  a  licentiate 
in  that  faculty,  cum  rigore  exwnims;  and  within  a 
year,  is  to  be  promoted  to  the  gradus  niagistraius  ia 
that  faculty. 

,  Pi-qfcsaors  qf^Canm  Law,  GvU  JLew,  and  Medicine. — 
The  persons  next  in  order  to  the  principal  were,  the 
teachers  of  canon  law,  civil  law,  and  medicine :  all 
Ihree,  in  like  manner,  licentiates  in  their  ^several  ia- 

'Culties 
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cttitiei  Oi  doctorcM  commode  haberi  non  possine),  and  to 
be  promoted  to  ^lat  degree  witbin  the  year.  The  ca^ 
nonUt's salary  is  equal  to  that  of  the  principal;  the 
X;iyiiist's  L^O;  and  that  of  the  mediciner,  20  merks: 
each  haWng  besides,  a  manse,  garden,  and  glebe. 
Their  daty  was  to  prelect,  eyery  lecture  day  in  their 
several  faculties,  dressed  in  their  proper  habits:  that 
of  the  d<ictor  of  canon  law  Was  to  be  conforaidble  to 
the  sacred  canons  of  the  alma  universUas  Paristenm^ 
that  of  the  doctor  of  civil  law,  the  saihe  as  that  of  x the 
facaify  of  Orleans.  The  electors  of  these  three  doc- 
tors  were  the  jame  with  those  of  the  principal ;  only 
the  students  of  divinity,  cantor  and  sacrist  are  omitted. 

Sab-Principal, — ^The  s*ib- principal  came  next  in  or- 
der to  the  doctors ;  anid  was  elected  by  nearly  the 
same  persons  wiUi  the  principal,  and  admitte4  by  the 
chancellor. 

Rigents  in  i<rf&— The  six  students  in  theology  were 
elected  by  the  three  doctors  above  mentioned,  the  sob- 
principal,  grammarian,  and  regents,  and  admitted  by 
the  principal.     These  students  were  elected  ianto  feoi« 
pore  quod  ad  doctoratus  gradum  in  cademfacuitaie  valeant 
proniofDeri,  quod  erat  ad  sex  amtos  tantum  ;  after  which 
they  were  to  remove  and  make  way  for  others.     The 
fonader  appointed  such  a  number  of  them  as  should  be 
chosen  by  the  principal  and  sub-principal,  adregentiam 
in  ariibus.    After  a  trial  of  somewhat  more  than  thirty 
years,  this  perpetually  changing  set  of  teachers  in  the  ^ 
arts  was  found  exceedingly  incenvment;  few  of  th^ 

b  students 


{(todezits  in  divinity  made  such  progress  during  the  pre- 
scribed term  of  six  years,  as  to  be  found  quafified  fot 
the  degree  of  B.  D. ;  and  besides,  the  time  of  continn- 
'ance  of  the  regency  was  cotfsidered  to  be  so  short,  lb%t 
when  one  set  had  nccomplished  their  course,  others 
could  not  be  found  to  succeed  them.    These  iacoave- 
niences  haying  been  represented  to  pope  Paul  the 
Third,  -by  William  Stewart,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  bis 
Holiness,' by  a  hreoc  mduki,  anno  1538,  prorogued 
the  term  of  ^  years ;  and  allowed  these  regents  and 
students  in  theology  to  continue  to  reside  in  the  col- 
lege, and  exercise  their  functions,  until  oth^^rs  wer^ 
found  willing  and  fit  to  succeed  them,  and  as  long  as 
the  bishop  of  Aberdeen  for  the  time  should  think  pro- 
per.    We  shall  see  afterwards  in  what  manner  these 
regulations  of  the  pope  tended  to  introduce  the  pre- 
sent permanent  establishment  of  the  regents, 

l^uty  qf  Skdf'Principal  and  Regents. — ^The  sub- prin- 
cipal and  regents  were  to  instruct  their  scholars  in  the 
liberal  sciences,  in  the  manner  practii^ed  h^  the  regents 
in  the  university  of  Paris.  The  branches^taught  were 
logic,  philosophy,  and  metaphysics, 

Residence  of  the  Piinc^al  and  other  ilfowfers.— The 
principal,  suh*principal,  regents  and  students  were  lo 
reside  within  the  college;  and  the  canonist,  medi- 
ciner,  grammarian,  and  ctvilist,  within  their  manses. 

No  vacation,  except  in  the  Magistrand  Class. — ^There 
was  to  be  no  vacatitm,  during^  the  whole  year,  except- 
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ing  in  the  magis^rand  class,  in  which  the  thirteen  col- 
lege bursaries  in  arts  remained  yacant  from  the  first 
of  April  to  the  first  of  October  excliisi?e,  that  is,  from 
the  promotioii  of  the  magbtrands^  to  the  novWH  midU^*- 
ritim.  The  principaU  with  the  advice  of  the  sub-prin^ 
cipalf  is  to  ch'use,  froni^mong  the  students  in  dirinity^, 
^he  regent  who  begins  the  course,  and  continues  foir 
the  four  nicceeding  years* 

Gr4mmarian.^Tbe  grammariaii  is  to  receive  twenty 
merks  of  salary.  He  is  to  feach  grammar,  poetry,  an4 
fketoric.  He  is  to  be  chosen  by  the  principal,  jpr^cfc^ 
ralores  natianum,  doctors>  subrprincipa),  regents,  can^ 
tor,  and  sacrist,  and  admitted  by  the  chancellor.. 

Divine  Worship  in  College  Chapel,— Beside  the  charge 
of  instruction  and  educaticHi,  the  above  persons,  along: 
with  the  cantor,  sacrist,  and  chaplains,  had  the  charge 
of  divine  wor^iip  in  the  college  chapel  on  Sunday,,  and 
all  the  holidays;,  according  to  an  order  and  rule's  very 
particularly  laid  down  in  the  foundation.^ 

.  Medical  Prqfessorsbip, — It  is  worthy  o^  observation^, 
that  among  the  original  members  founded  by  bishop 
£lphinston,  we  find  a  professor  of  canon  law,  and  a 
professor  of  medicine ;  none  of  which  proiesaorships^ 
are  knov^n  to  have  been  at  that  time  established  in  the 
other  universities  of  Scotland.  It  is  probable  that  this 
4^arly  institution  of  a  medical  professorship  in  the  uni- 
srersity  of  Aberdeen,  was  owing  to  the  king's  own  pre* 
d.liection  foe  that  science,-  in  which:  he  is  said  to  have 

b  2-  been" 
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been  **  a  willing  and  a  skilfol  practitioner :''  and  we 
find  certain  annaal  rents  mentioned  in  the  foundation, 
88  particulary  assigned  by  the  king  for  the  support  of 
this  office.  Physicians  appear  to  have  been  in  great 
lequest  about  that  time  in  the  north  of  Scotland ;  for 
ta  1 50$,  the  towm-council  of  Aberdeen  appointed  ten 
merits  yearly  to  be  paid  to  James  Comin,  physician, 
to  induce  him  to  stay  in  the  town  "  till  he  could  be 
"  provided  with  a  salmon  fishing  of  the  usual  rent, 
*'  but  without  paying  any  grassum.^'  This  is  pro- 
bably the  same  James  Cumin  who  died  professor  of 
medicine  in  1521 ;  and  he  appears  to  have  been  the 
first  who  held  that  office* 


HisTonv. 

Comtnenccntent  of  Educaiion.'^It  cannot  be  deter* 
mined  from  any  of  th&  college  records,  how  long  it 
was  after  the  date  of  pope  Alexander's  bull  of  erec- 
tion, before  the  teaching  and  lectures  began.  We 
may  take  it  for  granted  that  at  least  nine  years  elapsed, 
as  the  date  of  bishop  Elphinston's  first  foundation,  is 
anno  1505.  This  point  might  have  been  determined 
with  sufficient  precision,  if  Hector  Boece,  when  de- 
scribing very  particularly  his  polite  reception  by  'the 
canons  of  the  cathedral  of  Aberdeen,  on  his  return 
from  Paris,  had  thonght  proper  to  subjoin  a  date :  for 
bis  words  (vitse  p.  2.  fol.  26.)  imply,  that  the  teach- 
ing mu^t  have  been  begun  upon  his  arrival,  and,  as 
appears  from  his  relation,  with  the  happiest  conse*- 
quences:  "  £xact&  inde  et  perseveraiiti  diiigentii  ef- 

*'  fectunx 
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**  fectam  est,  tit  brevi  post  tempore  prsestante  disci- 
''  plini  viri  ex  Aberdoneosi  uniyenali  academia  pro* 
**  dierunt,  in  divinis  literls,  et  utroque  jure ;  permulti' 
^  in  philofiopfaia.'' 

Additional  Revenue  by  James  IV,  and  Bishop  Elphin-^ 
sion, — ^To  the  original  endovtrments  of  the  university, 
eonsistihg  of  the  revenues  of  the  hospital  of  St.  Ger- 
mains,  at  Tranent  in  Lothian  (which  comprehended 
the  churches  of  Aberluthnot,  Ql^enmyck,  and  Aber* 
gardyn),  king  James  IV.  added  the  tithes  of  the  pa- 
rishes of  Slains,  Auchindore,  and  Tillynessle,  in  the 
county  of  Aberdeen,  with  certain  lands  and  rents  in 
the  county  of  BaniE  Bishop  Elphinston  likewise  ad- 
ded  the  lands  of  Balnakettie,  Mundurno>  Berryhill,. 
and  others,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen ;  most  of  which. 
have  been  lost  by  various  accidents,  and  some  of  them; 
repurchased* 

Buildings. — At  his  owTn  expence  chiefly,  but  not 
without  some  aid  from  royal  munificence,  the  bishop 
built  the  necessary  edifices,  in  a  style  certainly  mag- 
Atficent  for  Scotland  in  that  age ;  and  such  'of  those 
buildings  as  remain  not  much  changed,  bear  testis 
mony  to  |he  good  taste  of  the  founder.. 

Prqfessotv*  Glebes. — Having  with- great  pains  beea 

able  to  accomplish  the  purchase  of  various  4ands  ad^ 

joining  to  and  i^tjrroundin^  the  edifice,  to  the  extent  of 

Q4f  acres,  he  appropriated  these  for  the  glebes,  gar* 

■d6n»,  and  houses,  of  the  professors, 

b  ^  Bishop 
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BUkop  Wphmston^s  Bequest  qf  L.10,OOb--Bi8hop£^ 
pIlinston  died  in  1514,  before  his  beneficent  plans  bad 
i>een  completed  :  bat  he  bequeathed  for  that  purpose, 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  Scots,  in  gold  and  sil- 
Yer  then  lying  in  his  coffers. 

Bishop  Dunbar, — ^What  bishop  Elphinston  left  an* 
finished,  was  carried  forward  by  bishop  Gavin  Ihrn- 
bar ;  who,  during  the  thirteen  years  that  he  filled  the 
see,  from  1 5 1 8  to  1 5S2,  is  said  to  have  expended  the 
whole  revenue  in  pious  and  charitable  uses.  Besides 
the  additions  which  he  made  to  the  edifices  of  the  col* 
lege  and  the  cathedral,  he  completed  the  bridge  over 
the  Dee ;  and,  hard  by  the  cathedral,  he  built  an  hos- 
pital, as  a  memorial  of  bis  name  to  future  times. 

BUiop  Stewart. — Bishop  Stewart,  who  next  suc- 
ceeded to  the  see,  added  both  to  the  buildings  and  to 
the  revenue  of  the  college,  which,  till  the  period  of 
the  reformation,  appears  to  have  beea  in  a  very  flou* 
Tishing  state. 

Hector  Bqyes,  first  PrincipaL-^The  first  priacipa)^ 
Hector  Booth,  or  Boyes,  eminent  both  as  a  biographer 
and  historian,  was  brought  from  the  university  of 
Paris,  where  he  taught  philosophy,  by  his  particular 
friend  the  founder,  to  commence  the  course  of  educa- 
tion in  his  college  of  Aberdeen.. 

WUiiam  1%,  first  Sub-Principal.— The  first  sab- 
'  principal,  William  Hay,  acqo0ipani<;d  Hector  Soyes 

from 


Psffii^  in  which  tmiTersity  he  had  abo  taught  philofo^ 
phy.    He  succeededT  Boyes  in  the  office  of  principaK 

Principal  Anderson. — ^John  Bisset  became  principal ' 
after  William  Hay^  but  resigned  his  office  at  the  end 
of  six  years,  in  favour  of  Alexander  Anderson^  who 
was  principal  at  the  tinie  of  the  reformation.  Princi- 
pal Anderson's  learning  is  commended,  and  his  spirit 
in  defending  the  edifice  from  a  mob  of  reformers^ 
whose  purpose  was  to  baye  stripped  it  of  the  leaden 
roof  and  the  bells,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  bad 
tre^ed  the  cathedral.  But  perceiving  afterwards  that 
the  whole  Roman  Catholic  establishment  was  going  to 
wreck,  and  from  the  hatred  he  bore  to  the  reformed 
religion,  he  alienated  some  of  the  college  revenue — " 
destroyed  several  of,  its-charters,  whereby  many  of 
the  lands  and  renu  of  the  hospital  of  St.  Gennains 
were  quite  lo8t-*-and  sold  the  omaments,  books,  and 
furniture  belonging  to  the  college.  In  1569  he  was 
expellcid  by  th/e  conunissipners  of  visitation,  together 
with  all  the  other  members,  on  account^ of  theii:  adhe* 
xeace  to.  popery. 

Piincipal  Arbinthnot. — ^The  regent,  earl  of-  Murray, 
was  personally  present,  and  bestowed  the  office  of 
principal  on  Mr.  Alexander  Arbuthnot>  whose  charac- 
ter stands  very  high  for  learning  and  worth,  and  the 
influence  which  he  possessed  among  his  contempora- 
ries.- In  his  time  the  revenue  of  the  college  received 
.considerable  additions,  particulariy  the  tithesi belong- 
ing to  the  deanery  and  suh-cbantery  of  Abeideen^ 

which 
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which  were  befetow^d  by  king  Jamts  YL  and  which 
now  constitute  the  principal  part  of  its  remaining  in- 
come.      *" 

Nova  Fundatio.'^ln  the  yes^  157$,  visitors  were 
appoiDted  by  authority  of  parliament^  for  new-model« 
ling  the  state  of  the  three  Scotch  universities;  and  ia 
1592  the  nova  fimdatio  of  Kin^s  College  was  drawn 
up  in  name  of  the  professors^  and  received  the  ratifica* 
lion  of  parliament  in  1597. — By  thk  model,  which 
nearly  resembled  those  adopted  for  the  nniversities  o£ 
6t,  Andrews  and  Glasgo\v>  the  whole  establishment 
was  reduced  to  a  principal,  with  four  regents,  a  pro^^ 
fessor  of  humanity,  and  some  bursars.. 

Principdl  E(nt'»  Ditaptdafitms.^-^Abo^xt  this  time,. 
David  Rait,  principal  of  the  college,  feaed  off  the 
manses  and  glebes' belonging  to  the  professors  of  me- 
dicine, civil  law,  canon  law,  and  humanity ;  and,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  procurator,  or  steward,  together  with 
that  of  principal,  in  bis  own  person,  for  twenty  years, 
he  is  accused  of  committing  dilapidations,  or  pectda^ 
tions  rather,  in  various  ways,  for  his  private  advam* 
tage,  and-that  of  his  friends.. 

Bishop  Forbes  checks  these  abuses,  Sfo, — Bishop  For- 
bes put  an  end  to  these  abuses  in  1019.  *  Having  pro* 
cured  a  royal  commission  of  visitation,  in  which  he 
presided,  he  cMled  the  offending  principal  to  accoont, 
imd  obliged  him  to  refund  in  some  measure  :  yei 
^  treating  hin^  veyy  gently  in  respect  of  bis  learning,  he 

allowed 
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allowed  him  to  hold  his  office  during  life.    It  was  not 
without  much  difficulty  and  labour,  continued  for  se- 
veral years,  that  this  worthy  prelate  was  able  to  re- 
cover the  glebe  and  manses  so  unwarrantably  feued " 
off,  together  with  some  part  of  the  other  property  of 
the  society,  which  had  been  alienated  and  embezzled. 
He  also,  at  the  same  time,  obtained  a  ratification  and 
renovation,  by  parliament,  of  the  original  foundation ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  he  restored  all  the  offices 
abolished  by  the  norca  fundatio,  excepting  only  those 
of  the  chaplains  and  singing  boys  of  the  choir,  which 
the  change  of  religion  had  rendered  no  longer  neces* 
sary.    The  caiitor,  however,  was  retained,  and  seems, 
about  this  time,  to  have  got  the  designation  of  profes- 
sor of  music.    The  constitution,  thus  re-established, 
was  ratified  in  the  most  ample  manner,  by  an  act  of 
parliament  in  .163 3:  but,  in  1 63 9«  commissioners  from 
the  General  Assembly,  at  that  time  more  powerful 
than  parliament,  suppressed  the  office  of  canonist  and 
cantor,  as  being  superfluous. 

Thus,  contrary  to  what  has  happened  in  St.  An- 
drews and  Glasgow,  the  original  foundation  of  this  col- 
lege still  continues  in  force  with  very  few  exceptions. 
The  most  material  alteration  introduced  by  the  nova 
JundoHo  regarded  the  studentes  in  theologia,  or  regents 
in  arts ;  who»  in  consequence  of  it,  became  "  quatmr 
'*  regejUes  ywi  juoentute  institucnda  pnmnt  et  Prmcipali 
"  auxiliarentur,  quorum  unus  post  Piincipalem  sub^ 
"  principalis  dicitur,  cui  quarta  classis  commissa  est." 
The  fourth  regent  was  to  be  pr<rfectus  priffws  et  ir^-nue 

classis 
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elassu,  ill  which  he  taught  the  Greek  language ;  and 
the  second  and'  third  had  their  several  departments  in 
philosophy  and  mathematics  assigned  to  them :  and 
thus  all  of  them  became  fixed  and  permanent  masters 
and  regents  in  the  college.  This  constitution,  thus  in- 
troduced, continued,  notwithstanding  the  restoration 
of  bishop  Elphinston^s  foundation :  the  regents  at  that 
period,  and  down  to  the  present  time,  appearing,  fronl 
the  records  of  the  university,  to  have  been  permanent, 
and  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  other  masters,  such 
as  sitting  at  college  meetings,  and  voting  at  all  elec- 
tions*. 

Pi-qfcsso}^  ^Divinity. — ^About  the  year  1 620^  a  pro* 
fessor  of  divinity  Was  added  to  the  founded  members 
of  the  university,  by  contributions  from  the  bishop 
and  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Aberdeen ;  and  the  elec- 
tion of  the  professor  vested  in  the  moderator  of  the 
{provincial  synod  of  Aberdeen,  with  two  delegates 
from  each  of  the  eight  piresbyteries  which  constitute 

the. 

*  About  the  )i¥ar  1741,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  re- 
gents were  called  in  question,  on  occasion  of  the  election  of  Sir 
William  Forbes  to  the  office  of  civilist :  and  a~  process  of  decla* 
tutor  having  been  raised  before  the  Court  of  Session  by  Sir  Wii- 
Uam  and  the  regents  against  Principal  George  Chalmers  and  the 
masters  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlie  question,  Sir  William's  elec- 
tion was  found  good,  on  account  of  the  regents  votes  being  sus- 
tained ;  and  as  a  separate  head  of  declarator,  it  was  found  that 
the  regents  had  a  permanent  right  to  sit  in  all  college  meetings, 
and  to  Tota  in  alV  elections,  jind  enjoy  every  privilege  compe- 
tent to  the  other  members  of  bi8ho|>  ElphinUon's  foundation. 
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the  synods  the  principal  and  dean  of  the  faculty  of 
theology  of  King's  Coilege,  together  with  another  of 
its  members  chosen  by  the  university  for  that  purpose. 
— The  money  belonging  to  this  fund  was  some  time; 
after  employed  in  purchasing  lands  in  the  parish  of 
Kinnellar;  on  which  king  Charles  the  First  granted  a 
charter,  dated  12th  Marcfa^  1642,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Adam  Barclay,  then  professor  of  divinity,  and  his  suc- 
cessors in  office.  In  this  charter  are  inserted  the  rules 
relating  to  the  election  of  a  professor,  and  the  powers 
ofthesynody  with  respect  to  his  office  and  revenues. 
The  election  is  to  be  made  on  a  comparative  trials  after 
issuing  programs  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  different 
heads  of  examination  are  particularly  specified.  In 
1753,  the  synod,  on  the  representation  of  professor 
Lumsden,  the  then  incumbent,  feued  the  above  lands 
mperpttwum  to  t}^e  college. 

tUvenue  rf  thereof  Aberdeen  granted  to  the  King^$ 
and  Marisclud  Cb/&ge».— Upon  the  abolition  of  episcon 
pacy  in  Scotland,  in  the  year  164>1,'  king  Charles  L 
granted  the  revenue  of  the  see  of  Aberdeen  to  the 
King's  and  Marischal  Colleges,  assigning  two  third 
parts  to  King's  College :  which  gift  was  ratified  in 
parliament  (unprioted  act  169),  and  by  his  royal 
charter  he  united  them  under  the  name  of  "  the  Ca- 
"  roline  University."  This  union  was  cohfirmed  by 
Oliver  Cromwell,  A.  D.  1654,  and  continued  till  the 
Restoration;  when  act  15.  pari.  1.  Charles  IJ.  and 
act  1.  sess.  2.  rescinding  all  the  acts  of  the  parliament 
1640,  restoring  episcopacy,  and  annulling  all  actsy 
•     ^  pfts. 
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gifb,  and  deeds^  in  prejudice  of  the  several  bishopricks 
-^-put  an  end  to  that  union,  and  annihilated  the  object 
of  it  When  episcopacy  was  again  abolished  at  the 
rerolution,  the  revenue  of  the  bishoprick  was  SSkt" 
ently  applied. 

Marquis  ofHuntfy  ChanceUor  qf  Caroline  Umoemty, — 
George,  marquis  of  Huntly,  was  elected  chancellor  of 
the  Caroline  university,  by  a  meeting  of  the  members 
held  in  King's  College,  January  1643. 

Members  expelled  /or  refusing  to  sign  the  Covenantr^ 
During  these  times  of  confusion,  several  members  of 
the  college  Vere  expelled  for  refusing  to  sign  the  cove- 
nant ;  and  among  these  were  Dr.  Leslie,  principal,  and 
Dr.  Forbes,  professor  of  diviAity :  two  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  those  Aberdeen  doctors  (as  they  were 
then  called),  who,  in  the  years  1638  and  1639,  had 
maintained  the  controversy  with  the  covenanters,  and 
on  whose  learning  and  loyalty  lord  Clarendon  has  be- 
stowed a  very  liberal  encomium*.— Dr.  Leslie  was 

received 

•  **  The  clergy  (of  Scotland)  were  for  the  most  part  corrupted 
K  in  their  principles ;  at  least,  n6ne  were  countenanced  by  the 
<*  great  men,  or  fevoured  by  the  people  bat  mcfa ;  though  it 
V  must  be  owned  their  nnivernties,  especiaUy  Aberdeen,  floa- 
**  rished  under  many  excellent  scholars,  and  ^rery  learned  men.** 
{Jffhtory  of  the  RcbiUion^  vol.  i.  p.  63.)  Many  curious  particulars 
relative  to  this  controversy  are  to  be  found  in  the  letters  of  Prin* 
dpal  Batltie,  a  leader  among  the  covenanting  clergy,  hut  a  man 
«f  a  moderate  temper  and  great  candour.  See  also  bishop  Bur- 
nett's preface  to  the  life  of  bishop  Bedel. 
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received  into  tiM  family  of  ike  earl  of  Huntly.  Cir« 
oarastances  of  peculiar  hardship  attended  Dr.  Forhes's 
caie.  He  was  the  very  learned  son  of  that  bishop 
who  had  so  lately  restpred  the  original  foundation  of 
the  ooHege ;  and  having  been  elected  professor  of 
divinity,  he  had  purchased  a  hoase  in  Old  Aberdeen, 
for  himself  and  iiis  successors  in  that  office.  As  no 
clause  had  been  inserted  in  the  d^,  reserving  the  u^e 
for  his  lifetime,  he  was  now  obliged  to  leave  his  owh 
house  to  a  successor ! 

Singular  Visiiatwn  qffive  Cqkncb,  deputed  ly  General 
Mank.-r^A  singular  sort  of  yisitation  took  place  ia 
1651.  General  Monk  sent  five  colonels  to  visit  and 
reforne^  the.  colleges,  viz.  Desborough,  Fenwick,  Mosely, 
Owen,  and  Smith*  They  removed  from  their  offices 
principal  Guild,  with  several  of  the  professors;  not 
for  want  of  learning  or  diligence,  in  both  which  re- 
spects they  are  highly  approved,  but  for  some  want  of 
exact  conformity  to  the  standard  of  theological  opi-> 
nioa  at  l^t.time  adopted  by  the  army.  Principal 
Bow,  and  the  ether  members  who  succeeded,  are  com<« 
laended  33  learned  and  prudent  men^  In  other  re**' 
spects,  however*  these  iriilitary  visitors  treated  the  col« 
lege  not  unkindly.  The  large  building  erected  at  this 
itAe^on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  court,  for  the  ac* 
commodation  of  the  students,  is  said  to  have  been 
greatty  forvicarded '  by  a  contribution  from  general 
Monk's  officers. 

Ite$$€ratio7t,'^(ki  the  restoration  of  monarchy  in 

c  lecQ, . 
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1060,  the  bishops  of  Aberdeen  resumed  all  their  ori- 
ginal authority*  as  chancellors  of  the  university  ;  and 
many  things  that  had  fallen  into  disorder  during  the 
preceding  troubles,  were  now  regulated  in  conformity 
*  to  bishop  Elphinston's  foundation,  as  reyiyed  in  1619. 

Bishop  ScougaL^Under  the  mild  and  intelligent 
super  in  tendance  of  bishop  Scougal,  the  state  of  the 
university  seems  to  have  been  uncommonly  prosper^ 
ou$,  and  the  offices  were  all  filled  with  men  qualified 
for  their  stations. 

Pt^tssor  qf  Oriental  Languages.-^On  the  suggestion 
of  this  worthy  prelate^  a  professor  of  oriental  lan- 
guages was  established  in  the  university,  for  the  adyan* 
tage  of  the  students  in  divinity.  A  salary  of  300 
merks  was  appropriated  out  of  the  common  funds; 
and  Mr.  Patrick  Gordon,  professor  of  humanity,  was 
chosen  first  professor  in  1674,  and  continued  to  hold 
both  offices. 

Course  of  Education  and  Discipline  at  this  period.^^ 
We  find  in  an  historical  memoir  written  about  this 
time  under  the  eye  of  principal  Middleton,  a  pretty 
distinct  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  educatioa 
and  discipline  of  the  college  were  then  conducted. 
"  Every  Michaelmas  (says  the  writer)  the  masters 
*'  convene^  after  the  ending  of  the  ten  weeks  yacation, 
"  and  a  program  is  affixed  on  the  college  gates,  ia« 
"  yiting  young  scholars  to  come  and  dispute  for  a 
"  burse  (which  is  their  maintenance  at  the  college). 
"  To  these  are  prescribed  exercises  or  themes  to 

y  make. 
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"  make ;  then  Latin  authors  in  prose  and  verse  to  ex- 
"  pound  ;  and  the  first  four  (for  so  many  bursaries  are 
"  void  at  every  commencement)  who  are  reckoned  to 
*'  be  the  best  scholars  are  preferred.  In  October  the 
"  students  begin  to  convene.  They  wear  a  red  or 
''  scarlet  gown  with  hanging  sleeves ;  but  those  who 
^*  are  bursars,  a  black  gown  with  a  girdle.  Their 
"  time  of  continuance  at  the  university  is  four  years, 
*'  They  are  ranked  into  four  classes.  To  those  of  the 
''  first  class  is  taught  the  Greek  language.  The  stu- 
^'  dents  of  the  second  class  learn  logic  and  metaphy- 
''  sics.  Those  of  the  third  class  (who  at  the  years' 
*'  end  are  bacheh>rs  of  arts),  ham  ethics  and  general 
^*  physics.  The  foQrth  and  highest  class  completes 
^  their  course  with  special  physics  and  mathematics. 
"  The  time  of  the  commencement  of  master  of  arts  is 
^'  in  July.  Before  the  day  appointed,  those  wlio  are 
*'  to  receiTe  the  degree,  publish  their  theses,  inviting 
**  all  learned  men  and  scholars  to  come  alid  dispute." 

Mortifications  for  Bursaries. — In  the  year  1648,  Sir 
Thomas  Burnett  of  Leys,  baronet,  mortified  certain 
lands  for  the  support  of  bursars  at  King's  College; 
and  in  167D  Walter  Ogi Ivy  of  Red hyth  bequeathed 
liis  whole  estate  for  the  same  purpose,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  Scholars  at  the  school  of  Fordyce. 
These  were  the  first  considerable  additions  made  to 
the  original  number  of  bursars ;  and  similar  donations 
have  since  been  frequent*. 

c  2  Kir^ 

*  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Donors  of  Bursaries ; 

Sir 


M 
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JGng  WiUiant^s  grant  qf  X.200,  4'c.— King  WiHiara 
baviog  granted  ia  ^le  year  1595»  the  sum  of  JU^OO 

per 


Sir  Thomas  Burnett  ofLtyi 

164B 

Walter  OgHvy  of  Rtdhyth 
Mr.  MdviU 

167^ 
1679 

Dr.  Watt 

2685 

Mr.  FuUarteo 

1693 

Mr.  Park 

1692 

Mr.Wation          -      *    • 

1699 

Dr.Adaai 

1700 

At.  Falconer  of  OkafiH^liar 
Mr.  Oreig 

1724 
17t4 

Dr.FtMcr       •           •           • 

17S0 

Mr.  Divid  Ogilm 
The  Laird  of  M<Intoih 

17^3 
1706 

Lady  Brace 

1706 

Dr.  Moh- 

1783 

Aleiandcr  Madeaa  of  Cofl 

1791 

Mn.UA»7D«ff       •       • 
aer.  Mr.  i.  Granft    .      >* 

1794 

1797 

Dr.  Murray 

The  ReT.  Mr.  Johnson 

1797 
1803 

Dr.  Hugh  Macleod  of  Glasgow 
The  Rev.  lames  Stusrt 

1806 
1810 

The  ReT.  Rehert  FindUy 

1811 

la  addkioB  to  the  above.  Dr.  John  Bdiine,  a  native  ot  Aber- 
deen* and  stti^eon  in  the  Honourable  East  India  Company's  ser« 
▼ice,  instituted  in  1800  a  bursary  for  apprenticing  a  student  of 
medicine,  and  has  ever  since  ha^  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  ap- 
plied to  the  encouragement  of  deserving  young  men. 

The  legacy  by  Dr.  Hutton  of  Deptford  for  the  endowment  of 
bnrsaries,  having  been  litigated  by  thelieir  at  law,  on  the  pies 
of  his  bequest  falling  under  the  mortmain  act,  bis  intentioni  ia 
this  respect  have  not  been  realized. 
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per  annum^  for  the  behoof  of  King's  College,  a  consi- 
derable part  of  this'sam  was  afterwards  assigned  as  a 
salary  to  the  professor  of  oriental  languages :  and  the 
college  was  thereby  relieved  from  the  expence  of  th& 
salary  whicE  had  been  provided  for  this  office  at  the 
time  of  its  first  institution  in  1674.  His  majesty  at 
the  same  time  assumed  the  right  of  patronage  to  the 
office  to  himself  and  successors.     . 

Attempt  to  found  a  Professorship  qf  Mathemalks.--^ 

But  before  many  years  had  elapsed,  the  society  thought 

proper  (though  with  some  prudent  cautions)  again  ta 

burden  their  funds  with  a  similar  salary^  and  almost 

of  the  same  extent,  for  the  establishment  of  a  professor 

of  mathematics  in  their  seminary.     The  minutes  of 

election,  which  took  place  in  1703,  ihew  at  once  their 

good  will  to  promote  the  interests  of  learning,  and  the 

scanty  means  with  which  they  were  furnished.     It 

bears,  that  "  the  meeting  taking  into  their  considera-^ 

**  tion  how  much  it  may  be  for  (he  advancement  of 

''  learning,  and  interest  of  the  college,  that  mathema- 

"  tics  should  be  taught  therein,  nominate>  appoint, 

"  and  empower  Mr.  Thomas  Bower  to  profess  and 

"  teach  mathematics,  both  publicly  and  privately  in 

"  said  college :  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the  said 

♦'  Mr-  Thomas  Bower,  until  a  fitter  and  better  fund 

'/  be  procured,  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  unanU 

'^  xnously,  to  give  and  accommodate  the  said  .Mr. 

'^  Thomas  Bower  in  his  diet  at  the  college  table,  du- 

"  riog  the  winter  session  of  the  said  college,  as  also  - 

5    to  pay  him  two  hundred  merks  Scots  out  of  the  col- 

c  5  lege 
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'Mege  reTesne;  ia  case  only  that  it  appear,  after 
''  ckafing  the  yearly  procuration  accounts,  that  the 
**  balance  can  bear  the  same*. 

Hc^al  VisikUian,  1710» — Strong  marks  oF  disaffec- 
tion to  government  were  shewn  by  some  of  the  mas- 
ters of  ICiog's  College,  in  the  time  of  the  rebellion  1716; 
"and  a  royal  conunission  for  yisiting  both  colleges  bar- 
ing been  issued  in  July  of  that  year.  Dr.  George  Mid- 
^leton,  principal  of  King's  College,  with  three  of  the 
professors,  were  removed  from  their  ofBces.    Mr.  Chal- 
mers, minister  of  Kilwinning,  succeeded  as  principal, 
by  virtue  of  a  royal  presentation,  accompanied  with  a 
commission  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  and  cer- 
tain ministers  in  both  towns,  to  grant  him  admissioii 
to  that  office.    On  the  22d  November,  1717,  he  ap- 
peared at  King's  College,  accompanied  by  those  com- 
mis-ioners — ^produced  his  presentation ;  and  the  foun- 
dation oath  was  administered  to  him  by  the  sub-pria- 
cipal  of  the  college*. 

Xow  Condition  qf  the  College  Revenue  and  Fah^ic, 
1717.— 'Next  year,  principal  Chalmers  ^as  appointed 
to  repair  to  London,  and,  in  name  of  the  society,  "  to 

"  represent 

*  Dr.  Bower»  whose  reputation  for  mathematical  science  stood 
very  high,  found  interest  to  procure  a  royal  patent  or  presenta-^ 
tion  to  bis  office ;  «mI  a  si^ry  was  assigned  him  anting  from,  a 
tax  on  a3e  and  l»ecr.wfilim  tbe  borough  of  Old  Aberdeen.  No 
provition  could  be  more  embarrassing  and  improper  than  tlUs. 
Br.  Bower,  after  contending  for  tome  years  with  the  dlfficoJtieft 
9t  hia  situation,  demitted  hii  u^ce,  and  withdrew  to  Lond<»i. 
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**  represent  to  their  gracieus  «overeign  the  low  and 
"  sinking  condition  of  the  college  reyenoe,  the  ruiaoua 
*'  condition  of  the  fabric  thereof,  and  the  mean  sakL- 
"  ries  of  the  masters^  and  supplicate  his  majesty's 
*'  royal  bounty*/' 

I>r.  Frasa^s  Mwnifioence  to  the  CW£i^e.-*-^o  efiectual 
relief  was  obtained  by  this  application  ;  but  the  bounty 
of  a  very  liberal  private  benefactor  in  some  measuve 
supplied  the  defect.  Dr.  James  Fraser  of  Chelsea,  the 
son  of  a  clergyman  ia  the  county  of  Inyerness,  had 
acquired  in  various  literary  stations^  a  pretty  consider^ 
able  fortune ;  and  afti^r  making  ample  provision  for 
his  family,  was  induced,  in  the  evening  of  life>  to  ex- 
tend his  bounty  to  the  university  in  which  he  had  re* 
ceived  his  eduction. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  y^ars  he  expended  about 
L.  1 400  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the  library,  and  in 
the  construction  of  that  commodious  and  not  inelegant 
r^nge  of  building  which  extends  along  the  south  side 
of  the  College  Court.  Dr.  Eraser's  benefactions  took 
place  aibout  the  year  1725;  and  he  himself  died  ia 
1731,  at  the  age  of  bO- 

Ikmettt 

*  Pre^iottt  ta  the  annexatton  of  the  bishops*  reou  by  act  of 
parliament  1641,  the  earl  of  Sutherland  and  other  noblemen. 
who  were  commissioned  to  enquire  into  the  revenues  of  the  col- 
leges, reported  that  the  proper  yearly  ezpences  of  the  univer« 
tity  and  King's  CoQege,  exceeded  their  rewmie  by  LSSS  1 7 : 1. 
This  deficieocy  leciai  t&  have  been  the  motiva  f«r  grantiag  to  tia^ 
united  colleges  the  bishops'  rents ;  of  whkh  they  were  depdimdl 
by  the  rescinding  acts  of  Charles  U.  above  meotioned. 
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Review  qfPlan  qf  Discipline  and  Education,  1755.— 
In  the  year  17 5  3,  the  whole  plan  of  discipline  and 
education  in  King's  College  was  brought  under  re- 
view for  the  purpose  of  improvement.  A  great  num- 
ber of  statutes  relative  to  these  objects,  since  known 
by  the  name  of  *'  The  New  Regulations/*  were 
enacted  by  the  college,  and  submitted  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  public.  In  framing  these  regulations; 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Reid's  opinion  and  views  respecting 
education,  are  supposed  in  general  to  have  prevailed. 
It  was  determined  that  the  session  of  college  should  be 
prolonged  from  five  months  to  seven,  beginning  on  the 
first  Monday  of  October,  and  ending  in  May  :  that  the 
students  should  all  lodge  within  the  college,  in  cham- 
bers provided  for  them  at  an  easy  rent ;  the  college 
gates  being  locked  at  nine,  and  the  chambers  visited 
after  that  hour,  by  one  of  the  professors  in  weekly  ro- 
tation :  that  the  students  should  all  board  at  a  common 
table  kept  within  the  college,  at  a  regulated  and  very 
moderate  rate,  where  one  or  more  of  the  professors 
were  to  be  constantly  present :  that  the  strictest  punc- 
tuality should  be  observed  by  the  students  in  their  at- 
tendance at  lectures,  during  the  whole  of  the  session : 
that  less  time  than  usual  should  be  spent  on  the  logic 
and  metaphysics  of  the  schools,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
second  year  be  employed  in  ac<iuiring  the  eFements  of 
natural  history  in  all  its  branches:  that  the  professors 
of  Greek  and  humanity  should  open  classes  for  the 
more  advanced  students,  during  the  three  last  years  of 
their  course :  that  a  museum  of  natural  history  should 
be  fitted  up,  and  furnished  with  specimens,  for  the  in- 

structiofi 
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strQction  of  the  studento;  ind  thai  a  ooU^ttmi  of  Ui^ 
truments  and  machines  relatifO  to  natural  philosophy^ 
and  a  chemical  ]ab<Nratory  for  exhibituig  espertdalusts 
in  that  sciencei  should  be  provided  with  all  convenient 
speeds — For  some  years  the  good  effects  of  these  regu* 
laiions  seemed  very  flattering^  and  the  masters  thought 
they  might  congratulate  themselves  upon  ''  haTiQf 
"  under  their  care  a  set  of  the  o^eet  regular  and  diUt 
"  gent  students  to  be  found  any  ^here  in  the  kuiif'f 
'*  dominions  V  But  considerable  dii&culties  by  do* 
grees  occurred  in  conducting  the  ecoaofny  of  the 
{wd>Uc  table.  It  was  not  found  that  IMgiag  lo  maiyr 
young  men  together  within  the  walla  of  the  college 
was  attended  wiUi  all  the  oKpected  advantages*  The 
number  of  students  diminished  aprace:  some  were  dis* 
gusted  with  the  strict  discipline  and  regular  attendance 
required  :  many  could  not  support  the  expenoe  of  the 
prolonged  session :  it  had  been  thought  proper  in  or^ 
der  to  enable  the  bursars  to  defray  ibis  increased  ex* 
pence,  that  the  small  bursaries  in  the  gift  of  the  col- 
lege should  be  united,  and  two  of  them  conferred  09 
the  same  bursar :  doubts  began  to  be  entertained  con- 
cerning the  legality  of  this  proceeding :  the  bursaries 
ipvere  therefore  sepiSkrated  again ;  the  length  of  the  ses- 
sion  was  (reluctantly  on  the  part  of  the  college)  re- 
duced to  its  former  period  of  $ve  months^  and  the  stu- 
dents left  at  liberty  to  lodge  and  board  in  the  town  or 
within  the  college^  as  they  might  chuse ;  but  all  the 

other 

*  Printed  ttiemorisl  to  lord  Findlater,  cbaaceUory  relative  to 
the  union  1755. 
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Other  regulatkms  enacted  by  the  statutes  in  1755,  re- 
latire  to  stodies,  diaciplifie,  and  attendance,  continue 
stiU  in  Ibrce,  with  a  salntary  inSnence. 

PRESENT  STATE. 

JBmitKe.—- >It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the 
ferenue  of  the  unirersity  was  ortginaily  set  apart  for 
the  support  of  forty  •two  persons^  of  whom  twenty- 
one  were  in  priest's  oiders.    These  are  now  reduced 
to  twenty-three,  in  consequence  of  the  change  in  reli* 
gion,  and  deficiency  of  funds.    Since  the  time  of  kmg 
James  VI.  no  additional  provision  has  been  made>  either 
by  public  grants  or  private  donations^  for  the  founded 
members  of  this  literary  seminary,  except  L.93 : 6 : 8 
staling,  inchided  in  king  William's  mortification  of  the 
bishops'  rents;   and  L.91 :  8s.  sterling,  granted  by 
queen  Anne,  and  hitherto  continued  by  her  royal  suc- 
cessors.*—Of  two  of  the  parishes  united  to  the  nniver- 
sity,  the  tithes  have  been  long  since  exhausted  in  pro- 
viding legal  stipends  for  their  ministers;  more  than 
one  half  of  a  third  parish  is  overblown  with  sand;  and 
no  less  than  three  additional  stipends  hisive  been  brought 
upon  the  other  tithes  belonging  to  the  unirersity,  by 
new  erections  of  parishes ;  so  that  the  whole  revenue 
for  the  support  of  the  buildings,  the  sustenance  of  the 
principal  and  seven  professors;    thirteen  bursars  in 
arts ;  a  provisor  and  two  servants ;  all  the  public  and 
necessary  annual  expences  of  the  college,  and  stipends 
for  eight  ministers,  consists  only  of  the  tithes  of  six 
parishes  and  a  half;  about  L.6S  from  feu  duties  and 
annuities;  L.184?:  14 : 6  from  royal  bounties  since  the 

revolution. 
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Tevolotion,  and  the  interest  of  the  fuad  arising  from 
the  sale  of  superiorities  and  patronages.  Of  these  funds 
too,  the  tithes  (originally  the  most  considerable  branch) 
are  much  exhausted,  in  consequence  of  the  augmenta- 
tions  lately  awarded  by  the  court  of  teinds,  to  the  mi- 
nisters of  those  parishes,  whereof  the  college  are  titu- 
lars of  the  tithes ;  insomuch  that  all  now  remaining  of 
diem  to  the  college  is  U340  sterling,  uid  193  bolls  oi 
victttal ;  but  which  is  still  liable  to  future  augmenta-- 
tions  of  ministers'  stipends^.  The  benefactions  to  the 
college  have  chiefly  been  given  for  providing  new 
bursaries;  insonuich  that  the  stock  of  these  morti6ca- 
ttona  is  at  {uresent  worth  L.16  or  L.  17,000  sterling* 
The  rights  of  these  mortifications  are  vested  in  the  cor* 
poraie  body  of  the  college,  who  are  likewise  patrons 
of  most  of  them,  but  derive  no  benefit  from  them  ex« 
eept  the  small  honorium  or  fee  to  the  teaching  mastersf. 

Greek  XHass.^By  the  ancient  practice  of  the  univer- 
sity, the  regents  not  only  taught  in  rotation  the  seve- 

ral 


*  since  the  above  accoimt  was  irzvm  up,  almost  the  whole 
of  the  college  tythes  being  eibansted,  his  majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  a  conpensatioii  in  lieu  of  them. 

f  I^esser  donations  for  the  purchase  Y>f  books«  philosophical 
apparatus/&c.  have  been  made  at  different  times  :  these  it  would 
be  tedious  to  enumerate,  though  the  names  of  the  donors  are 
carefully  preserved ;  but  it  would  be  ungrateful  to  omit  the  name 
of  Dr*  Murray  of  Phihdelphia,  who  lately  bequeathed  a  sum 
of  money,  burdened,  however,  vMt^'fllitt  support  of  his  wife 
during  her  life«  for  the  nuusteoance  of  a  bunar,  and  of  a  lecturoi 
in  the  college  chapel. 
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nil  brancheft  of  wokmi^,  wbich  eesslitiited  the  pluloflo- 
pkical  count,  but  Grtek  ajao.    U  was  not  l^ll  abaut 
tbc  beginning  of  the  present  century  that  thk  dep^« 
ment  yf^9$  allotted,  by  a  royal  and  parhaaMBtavy  ^'»w 
tatien,  to  a  separate  professor.    As  few  of  the  sindeats 
wKo  BOW  enter  college,  nake  any  piewoue  pre&<»eii^ 
ki  Greek,  their  first  year  is  generally  delated  te  the 
8tu<Iy .  of  its  elemeato ;  the  pnAssor  meeting  wtek  the 
first  or  elementary  olaes  three  henrs  evtery  dny  inmg 
die  sessicm,  Sat»pdays  and  Sundaye  excepted.    It  hai 
once  been  customary  to  give  a  fourth  hoor  daily  for 
the  benefit  of  more  advanced  students^  but  fitom  va* 
nous  causes  this  practice  fell  kilo  disuse^      Within 
these  fev^  years,  it  has  been  reviTed  under  a  different 
ibrm :  the  bursars  of  the  higher  classes  ave  rwfaifed  to 
attend  a  second  lecture  twice  every  nneek,  during  the 
whole  of  their  eourse>  and  few  of  the  otbec  student 
fail  to  attend  it.  ^They  are  examined  in  the  higher 
classics^  which  the  professor  reads  and  explains ;  na« 
king  occasional  remarks  on  the  peculiarities  of  tbe  lan- 
guage, and  giving  lectures  on  Grecian  history  and  an« 
tiquities. 

PkUoaophkal  GTurje, — ^Theu^  Gjr€^ek  becaiiie  the 
department  of  a  separate  professor  a^out  the  begian ing 
of  this  century;  Philosophy,  in  its  threefbkl  division, 
as  comprehending  the  sciences  of  quantity,  of  matter, 
and  of  mind,  has  continued  to  be  taught^  by  the  same 
persoin  during  three  successive  sessions.  This  method 
haa  always  had  its  aealei^  advocates ;  in  tbe  nunxbec 
of  these  was^  the  late  Dr.  Reid^  who  Jxad  expeisience  of 

both 
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boCh  plans,  having  taught  for  many  years  in  this  uni- 
versity, and  afterwards  in  that  of  Glasgow.    It  cer* 
lainly  possesses  some  advant^es,  especially  when  con* 
sidered  in  its  relation  to  the  local  circumstances  of  this 
university.    In  a  village,  where  parents  cannot  have 
acquaintance  or  relations,  to  whom  they  may  intrust 
the  superintendance  of  their  children's  conduct^  it 
seems  necessary  that  the  connection  betwixt  the  pro- 
fessor and  student  should  be  more  close  and  intimate 
than  can  be  the  case  in  the  rapid  rotation  of  annual 
classes.    The  teacher  being  acquainted  with  the  abi* 
titles  and  literary  attainments  of  his  pupil,  and  thd 
student  accustomed  to  the  method  and  arrangement  of 
his  teacher,  they  may  each  be  enabled  to  pass  over  with 
advantage  a  larger  extent  of  subject  than  could  other* 
wise  be  accomplished  in  the  same  lime*     It  seems  to 
aiibrd  additional  incitements  to  application  and  dili- 
gence.    The  student,  conscious^  that  his  conduct  is 
vratched  with  an  almost  parental  solicitude,  is  anxious 
to  secure  the  approbation  of  one  with  whom  he  is  more 
than  transiently  connected.    The  teacher  considering 
bimself  as  solely  responsible- for  the  progress  and  im- 
provement of  liis  pupil,  is  particularly  uiterested  in 
liis  attainments,  zealous  to  convey  important  and  use- 
ful instruction,  and  to  fix  solid  and  virtuous  principles. 
^Nevertheless,  the  college  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
importance  and  extent  of  the  sciences,  which  thus  aU 
ternately  devolve  on  the  same  person,  and  considering 
tiiBt  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge  it  is  not  probable 
lie  can  attain  eminence  in  each,  whatever  his  assiduity 
or/talents  may  be,  has,  as  a  preparatory  step  towards 

d  fanber 
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iuribcr  improvemeat  (if  it  shall  be  found  sucli),  re« 
solved  to  fix  for  a  time  the  matkematical  class*. 

Though  the  method  of  teaching  and  arraogemeniof 
subjects  adopted  by  each  professor^  xnui^t  necessarily 
vary  to  a  certain  degree,  yet  thai- generally  practised 
ill  tbis  university  seems  wjell  calculated  to  lead  the 
i^iinds  of  youth  in  a  natural  progression,  to  the  attain* 
ment  of  useful  science.  The  professors  in  the  philo* 
sophical  department  teach  thcee  homes  every  day  of 
tlie  week>  except  Saturday  and  Sunday ;  on  Sunday 
they,  as  well  as-  the  professor  of  Greek,  lecture  one 
hour  on  some  subject  connected  with  natural  theology. 

Sejni  Class. — ^The  second  year  of  the  academical 
course  is  employed  in  teaching  the  elements  of  the 
mathematical  sciences. — The  students  are  supposed  to 
be  previously  acquainted  with  the  art  of  comput^ation 
sis  taught  at  our  schools ;  they  are  now  instructed  in 
the  theory  of  numbers  and  the  foundation  of  the  rules 
of  arithmetic.  Algebra,  the  elements  of  plane,  and 
solid  geometry,  trigonometry,  mensuration  of  plane 
surfaces  and  solids,'  with  spherics,  are  included,  in  the 
business  of  thi^s  year.  The  professor  gives  occasional 
lectures  on  geology  and  the  meteorological  branches 
of  natural  history. 

Tertian  Class* — After  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the 
subjects  of  the  former  year,  the  professor  proceeds  in 

the 

*  Since  1799,  the  philosophical  tla«8es  have  each  been  uught 
hy  a  separate  professor,  who  cootinues  ptrmaneDt  ia  fa|9  de- 
j?ar|ment. 
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the  third  year  to  dialling,  conic  sections,  and  ilaxions : 
exercises  in  the  last  are  contitiaed  through  the  remaia- 
dei*  of  the  course.  Experimental  phiiosoph/  in  its 
several  branches,  mechanics,  hydrostatics,  pneumatics, 
aerology,  magnetism,  eleqtricity,  &c.  occupies  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  session. — The  philosophical  ap- 
paratus ba^  Isrtely  been  ttiuch  improved  by  donations 
from  alumni ;  and  by  means  of  %  considerable  unnulal 
revenue  now  set  apart  for  that  purpose^  promises  to 
h»  ^oon  placed  upon  the  most  respettable  foctiog. 

Maghmmd  C/Bfsj.-^Tlie  science  of  sirtronomy  txit" 
'{i^oyft  tbfclwgrtmhigof  the  fourth  year,  and  completes 
the  -pliysical  part  trf  the  troufte.    Under  thfe  term  moral 
•philcwbphy,  i\'hich  fonm  the  prirtctpal  part  of  the  in- 
•strtrtrtfon  xX  the  fourth  yeftir^  is  cortrprehended  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  abstract  sciences,  or  the  flhi-> 
loisopby  of  mind ;  particularly  pneumatology,  or  aa 
•j«aay%i*iefthte  ifientaHnct^ties,  wtrether  ^of  an  hrtel- 
leeKtfal  «f  «ccive  natwc ;  natural  theology ;  ethics,  or 
'practical  WKirality ;  logic,  including  rhetoric,  together 
"with  economics,  jurisprudence,  and  politics.    Accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  practice  of  this  university,  logic, 
and  tbe  abstract  sciences,  took  precedence,  in  the  or- 
der of  the  curriculum,  of  mathematics,  and  natural 
'philosophy.     It  was  then  believed  that  the  elements 
xyf .  tSie  olker  sciences  must  fee  taught  to  disadvantage^ 
'Whil«  the  shidenft  remfained  igrioraiit  of  the  aft  of  rea^ 
soniflg,  and  the  rules  of  judging:  but  mankind  are 
now  ftiHy  convinced  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  syllo- 
gistic art,  to  guide  the  understanding  in  the -discotery 
d  2  .  oh 
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of  trutb.  The  logic  which  can  answer  this  end^  must 
haTC  for  its  ground -work^  all  arts  and  sciences,  and  be 
founded  on  an  analysis  and  natural  history  of  the  in- 
tellectual faculties.  Every  illustration  and  maxim 
must  be  deriyed  from  these  sources ;  and  its  rules  can 
be  understood  no  farther  than  the  several  sciences, 
which  it  reviews  and  criticises,  are  understood.  Nor  is 
a  previous  knowledge  of  its  precepts  necessary  towards 
acquiring  the  elements  of  science.  Man  exercises  bis 
understanding  before  he  is  formally  instructed  in  the 
rules  of  reasonings  Upon  these  accounts,  logic^  toge« 
ther  with  the  other  abstract  sciences,  seems  more  na- 
turally to  occupy  the  last  than  the  first  part  of  a  phir 
losophical  course;  and  actuated  by  such  considersi- 
tions,  about  40  years  ago,  the  teachers  at  this  univer- 
sity adopted  the  above  mentioned  acrangement  of 
subjects. 

Humanity  C/a55.*-During  the  whole  of  their  acade- 
tnical  course,  the  students  attend,  three  hours  every 
week,  the  professor  of  humanity,  who  reads  and  ex- 
plains the  higher  classics. 

Session  of  College, — ^The  duration  of  the  session  of 
college  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  past,  fire 
months,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber. At  first  view  this  may  appear  rather  a  short  pe- 
riod to  allow  of  the  prelections  which  have  been  men- 
tioned ;  but  it  should  be  observed,  that  the  professors 
teach  three  hours  daily,  without  any  vacation  during 
the  whole  qessiori, 

T7teology, 


f%eo&igy.*'^Tbe  theological iseiteioii  commences  about 
ChHstmas,  ahd  closes  thie  second  Week  of  April.  Da- 
ting Its  continuance,  tbe  professors  of  divinity  in 
King's  ami  Marisch&l  Coilege^,  kcttrre  alternately 
^ufdJE^ysin  the  week;  the  same  stodents  attending 
both,  'by  these  means,  daring  the  fbdr  years  m  which 
the  study  of  divinity  is  generally  prosecuted^  a  pretty 
complete  course  of  theology  is  gone  through  in  the  fol-> 
loiving  order :  The  evidences  of  natural  and  revealed 
Jreligion ;  scripttire  criticism ;  the  system  of  theology }, 
slnd  ecclesiastical  history ;  and  thb  pastoral  care, 

Oriientol  Langufrges.-^DaAxi^  the  tlieological  session^ 
the  students  wlio  attend  the  hall  have  also  access  ta 
bctures  in  oriental  langu^es.  No  honorarium  ot  fee 
is  paid  by  the  students  in  the  th^ologi<:al  departitifent^ 
In  the  Greek  and  philosophical  departments,  the  l^e 
paid  by  the  bursars,  is  ftnm  a  guinea  to  a  guinea  and 
a  half;  theliAinimum  paid  by  the  tree  stadents  is  at 
present  two  guineas. 

Law. — The  s^ppr^sion  of  the  professorship  of  canon 
1^  hfts  already  been  tiOticed :  thstt  of  civil  law  still 
sobstMis ;  but  the  study  of  k  iiot  bfeing  prosecuted  i^ 
this  part  of  the  country,  no  lectures  have  bfeeh  given 
for  a  long  time  past  in  this  branch  of  science. 

MeSkhiC-^iS/Leiicitte  has  hitherto  been  a  branch  of 
education  which  the  university  have  been  an^eious  t^ 
promote;  but  fix>m  different  causes  ft  has  not  suc- 
ceeded ;  chiefly  owing  to  the  detacfaedsitUatlon  of  the 
d  i  college. 
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college,  with  other  particQlar  local  disadnntage^  and 
there  being  but  one  medical  professor  in  the  oniTersity; 
Several  of  the  incumbents  have  made  various  attempts ; 
and  amongst  others  the  late  Dr.  John  Gregory  of 
Edinburgh,  at  that  time  professor  of  medicine  ia 
King's  College,  who  with  Dr.  David  Skene,  physician 
In  Aberdeen  (an  eminent  anatomist),  opened  a  dass 
in  the  town  of  Aberdeen  for  teaching  anatomy,  physi- 
ology, and  the  practice  of  medicine;  but  tbey  met 
with  no  success,  and  were  obliged  to  relinquish  tbe 
plan.  A  similar  attempt  was  made  in  the  year  1792,  by 
Dr.  Chalmers,  which  likewise  failed.    And  at  present, 
the  several  obstacles  which  then  occurred,  still  exist 

Hours  qf  Teaching. — The  classes  for  Greek,  nataral 
and  civil  history,  natural  philosophy,  moral  phik)saphy, 
and  logic,  taught  by  the  four  regents,  meet  three  hoars 
each  day  from  the  1st  November  to  the  beginning  ot 
April,  excepting  Tuesdays  and  Saturday^,  when  there 
is  no  afternoon  meeting. 

The  two  classes  for  mathematics  meet  one  hour  a 
day  for  each  class,  during  the  same  period. 

A  popular  course  of  natural  philosophy  is  deliveiv^ 
every  second  year,  consisting  of  three  hours  weekly 
for  five  months. 

A  course  of  chemistry  is  taught  for  about  four  montbSi 
and  three  lectures  delivered  weekly. 

The  session  for  divinity  continues  for  about  three 
mootbs,  during  which  two  lectures  are  delivered  to 
the  students  every  week  by  eaclvof  the  professors  ia 
King's  and  Marisjcbal  colleges. 

X>egr€€S. 


D^ees* — ^The  cmdklates  for  degrees  in  arts,  if  they 
Mve  studied  at  this  college,  must,  by  express  statutes, 
have  regularly,  attended  the  curriculum  or  philosophy 
course,  as  well  as  have  undergone  a  strict  examination 
in  its  various  branches.  If  they  pass  this  examination 
with  honour,  they  generally  receive  the  degree  pub* 
licly  from  the  professor  who  has  carried  them  througll 
their  course ;  when  each  delivers  an  oration  either  in 
Latin  or  English,  upon  some  subject  of  a  philosophic 
cal  nature.  The  degree  in  arts  is  also  granted  to  those 
who  have  studied  at  other  universities,  upon  the  certi* 
fication  of  at  least  two  respectable  ^graduates  of  the 
same  rank^  that  the  candidate  is  in  every  respect  well 
qualified  for  the  honour.  Degrees  in  law,  medicine, 
and  theology,  are  conferred  upon  the  similar  cert^a* 
tion  of  respectable  graduates  of  the  same  rank,  or  in 
consequence  of  examination  by  the  promoters  in  those 
Tarious  faculties.  They  are  also  sometimes  bestowed 
without  regard  to  standing  in  any  university,  as  a 
mark  of  respect  upon  men  eminent  in  their  profession, 
or  distinguished  by  their  literary  talents. 

Idbraiy. — The  library  to  which  all  the  students  haitt 
ready  access  is  a  valuable  collection  of  books  in  the 
various  departments  of  literature.  By  means  of  the 
Stationers'  Hall  act,  and  the  application  of  a  considers 
able  annual  revenue,  it  is  well  supplied  with  modem 
publications.  It  is  particularly  well  stocked  with  old 
and  valuable  works  of  science^  having  been  enriched  by 
the  libraries  of  the  founder,  the  Scougalls,  father  and 
son^  and  various  other  eminent  literary  chasactecs. 

JUtuam^ 


Mttman.'-^A  uufteuin  of  natarttl  bistory  has  b^en 
gradually  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  studeHts^  witll  a 
]iretty  large  assortment  of  specimens  in  mineralogy 
tad  sooK>gy>  many  of  them  bestowed  by  private  do* 
Ifton.  There  is  also  a  collection  under  the  nam^  of  a 
Sttiseiim  of  Antiquities/  containing  Gn^ek  and  Roman 
totns,  casts  in  sulphur  from  ancient  gems,  and  some  of 
4ie  more  valuable  books  of  engravings,  relativt  to  this 
subject.  A  considerable  addition  was  made  to  this 
collection,  about  the  year  1790,  by  a  donation  of  the 
coins  and  medals  of  the  late  reverend  Dr.  Naming  of 
Andover. 

SiocutioH,  French,  fyc. — The  professors  encourage 
the  best  masters  for  elocution,  French,  and  other 
branches  of  edt^cation,  not  commonly  reckoned  aca« 
demlcal,  for  the  instruction  of  such  studonts  as  may 
wish  to  apply  to  them. 

Discipline  and  Internal  Ehmom^.— The  students  at 
this  college  since  the  period  of  its  foundation  have 
been  distinguished  into  two  classes :  1st,  the  bursars  ; 
fid,  the  free  scholars,  who  are  known  by  the  name  of 
libertines.  Of  the  bursars,  thirteen  were  instituted  by 
the  founder ;  the  rest  derive  their  support  from  sums 
t»f  money,  or  lands  mortified  at  various  periods  by 
^Bfierent  donors  for  that  purpose.  Some  of  these  do* 
ttors  have  retained  the  right  of  presentation  to  these 
bursaries  to  themselves  and  heirs;  others  have  vested 
4t  solely  in  the  college  Those  bursaries  which  are  in 
ibe  gid  6f  the  ooilege^  and  which  amount  to  about 

50, 
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50,  are  disposed  of  according  to  merit,  ascertuned 
by  a  comparative  trial  in  various  Latin  exercises. 
This  competition  takes  place  at  the  commencement  of 
each  session^  and  provides  annually  for  twelve  or  thir- 
teen bursars,  being  a  fdqrth  part  of  the  whole  number* 
The  number  of  students  who  attend  the  philosophical 
course  is  from  100  to  1 30 ;  that  of  students  of  divinity 
from  50  to  70.  The  founded  bursars  were  anciently 
distinguished  from  the  libertines  by  wearing  a  blacic 
gown  instead  of  a  red  ;  and  were  also  obliged  to  stand 
porters  at  the  college  gate  ;  but  these  marks  of  info* 
tiority  are  now  discontinued.  The  bursars  have  to 
discharge  several  public  duties,  with  the  exception  qf 
which,  they  are  in  ^very  respect  upon  the  same  footing 
as  the  libertines.  They  are  in  their  turns  the  cen;* 
sors  in  their  respective  classes»  which  office  oblige^ 
them  to  mark  those  who  are  absent  at  the  hours  of 
teaching,  or  who  are  guilty  of  any  other  act  of  delin- 
quency. A  class  of  the  more  advanced  amodg  them  as> 
sume  in  their  turns  the  office  of  public  censor;  the  duties 
of  which  are  to  mark  the  absentees  from  public  prayers, 
and  to  take  notice  of  the  more  public  acts  of  delin* 
quency.  Every  morning  during  the  session  there  are 
public  prayers  previous  to  the  hours  of  teaching,  in  the 
college  chapel,  at  which  all  the  students  regularly  at* 
tend.  The  duty  of  public  prayers  is  taken  for  a  week 
in  succession  by  the  regents,  and  professors  of  huma- 
nity ;  the  person  thus  officiating  is  called  Hebdomader, 
^and  is  considered  as  the  more  special  superintendant 
of  the  morals  of  the  students  duiing  his  continuance  in 
office.    In  the  same  chapel,  the  students  assemble  om 

Sundays^ 
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^bflays,  atnd  proceed  to  churchy  conducted  by  their 
^twpectire  professors;  hot  there  'being  no  teVigious 
tcrt  rcqtrired  of  students  trt  their  admissiim  into  the 
muYcrsity,  such  as  ans  not  of  the  established  chwch 
•wfe  penmtted  to  attend  any  plaee  of  worship  which 
their 'parents  direct.  There  is  also  a  weekly  meetiog 
in  the  same  phce  for  public  dfsciplrne,  exercised  by 
the  sob-principal  and  regenty;  oti^vhich  occasi^>n,  the 
students  6f  the  hi^r  claitees  deliver  orations  on  va- 
»rions  aubjects.  Formerly  a  irery  hirge  propottien  of 
tbeatudents  lodged  whhin  the  coHege^  and  ate  <t  a 
public  tsAle^  at  which  die  bnrsars  were  all  obliged  tb 
%oard/>8mdthe  Hebdoihader  superintended;  Ibvtt  the 
anstitmion  was  found  to  be  attendeil  with  so  many  in- 
'eonvenie'nces^  that  it  has  been  ibr  some  time  abolish* 
"fSL  At  preseWt,  thbugh  thete  are  no  restritrtiom  upon 
*(tit  students,  in  regard  to  h>dging«  yet  itk  general  f^ 
Itaore  opulent  lire  within  the  college^  where  a  board- 
ing house  is  kept  for  their  accomnrouation.  Una  ivtfe 
tyf  bo^rrding  at  this  house  is  L.6  per  quarter;  al  va- 
liocfs  hiuses  kfept  in  the  town,  it  is  from  L.S  to  ii.4  a 
Quarter* 


The  above  account  comprehends  a  brief  detail  of 
every  circumstance  relative  to  this  ancient  seiBi^ary 
of  learning,  which  the  compilei^  of  it  hate  deemed 
worthy  oF  public  notice. 

King's  College,) 
1th  Nov.  1798.   J 
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Lw/  qfthe  Chancellors,  Itedars,  Princ^xds,  emiunt  Pro* 
fasers,  and  Ahtmni  qfthe JJmvcrsity. 

CHAHCStLORS. 

1.  WixxuM  Elniinston^. the  founder^  1482. 

2.  Bishop  Alexander  Gordon^  I516« 
S.  Bishop  Gavin  Dnnbar>  I518, 

4.  Bishop  William  Stewart^  15S2t 

5.  Bishop  WiFliam  Gordon^  1546. 

6.  Bishop  Dayid  Cunningham. 

7.  Bi9hop  PeUr  Blackburn. 
8*  Bishop  Alexander  Forbes. 

9.  Patrick  Forbes  of  Corse,  1618. 

10.  Bishop  Adam  Ballenden. 

11.  George,  marquis  of  Hxtntly,  1643. 

12.  Bishop  David  Mitchell,  1662. 
15.  Alexander  Burnett,  16G3. 

14.  Patrick  Scougall,  l664. 

15.  George  Halliburton,  1682,  ^ 

16.  The  earl  of  Errol,  1700. 

17.  The  carl  of  ErroU  son  of  the  former^  1705* 

18.  Archibald,  carl  of  Ilay,  1716. 

'  19.  The  duke  of  Roxburgh  elected.    Declined. 

20.  Jaines  lord  Deskfoord»  afterwards  earl  of  Find« 
later  and  Sea6}eld>  1761, 

21.  Aieximder,  duke  of  Gordon^  1793. 

RECTORS. 

1.  Andrew  Li£«.w  149^'« 

2.  William  Strathachin,  1499. 

^     '  a; 


is  AmNDIX^  NO.  I. 

5.  Alexander  Callan,  1506. 

4*  Alexander  Galloway,  1516  and  152U 

5.  Gilbert  Stralbaochin,  1531. 

6.  Alexander  Spittal,  1537. 

7.  Alexander  Hay,  I^Si^. 

8.  Jacobas  S»rai2iachan,  de  Behelvie,  1542. 

9.  Alfjaoider  Gatlaway,  1549. 
U  Nicolaa  Hay,  1592. 

11.  John  Straucbane,   1Q02,   1605,  1609,  W% 
1613,  1619. 

12.  John  Leitch.  1619. 

13.  Joannes  Strauchanus.   Uncertain  when  in  oflBce. 

14.  James  Sandilands,   1626,  1627,  1623,  16^^ 
1631. 

1 5.  Dr.  John  Forbes  of  Corse,  1 634. 

16.  Dr.  William  Guild,  1635,1639—1644. 

17.  Dr.  Alexander  Scroggie,  1636. 
16.  Dr.  Arthur  Johnston,  1637. 

19.  Dr.  Alexander  Ross,  1638. 

20.  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  1645, 1647, 1648. 

21.  Mr.  William  Scroggie,  1663— 1665,  and  1674. 

22.  Mr.  JohnMepzies,  1667  andl677< 

23.  Mr.  Robert  Reynolds,  1669. 

24.  Mr.  George  Nicholson,  1672  and  1673. 

25.  Mr.  James  Scougall,  1684. 

26.  Sir  Thomas  Burnett  of  Leys,  1698. 

27.  Mr.  Archibald  Forbes  of  Patacbie,  1708. 

28.  Sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar,  1 709/ 1 7 1 0. 

29.  John  Farquharson,  Esq.  of  InTcrcauld,  1711. 
SO.  Arthur  Forbes  of  Edit,  Esq.  17  J  8-- 1722, 17^4, 

^1726. 

31. 
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SK  JohnPaton  of  Grandhome^  Esq.  1728,  1130, 
17S2,  1735, 

32.  G«(M>geMiddletonofSeaton>£sq.  1762—1767. 

33.  Sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar,  1786. 

34.  Alexander  Barneit,  of  Kemnay,  Esq.   1787-- < 
1795. 

35.  Sir  John  Mac^herson,  Bart  1795—1797. 

PKINCIPAIS. 

1.  Hector  BoETB  or  BoYEs. 
.   5.  Mr.  William  Hay. 
-    3.  Mr.  John  Bisset. 

4.  Mr.  Alexander  Anderson. 

5.  Mr.  Alexander  Arbuthnot. 

6.  Mr.  Walter  StewarU 

7.  Mr.  David  Rait. 

8.  Dr.  William  Leslie. 

9.  Dr.  William  Guild. 

10.  Mr.  John  Row. 

11.  Mr.  William  Rait. 

1^.  Mr.  Alexander  Middletoiv^ 

1 3.  Dr.  George  Middleton. 

14.  Mr.  George  Chalmers. 

1 5.  Dr.  John  Chalmers. 

EMINENT  PROFESSORS  AND  ALUMNI. 

John  Vaus,  first  grammarian  in  the  aniyersity^ 
who  subscribes  the  second  foundation,  1531.    His  Ia« 
tin  grammar  published  at  Paris^  1522^  is  well  known, 
e  Mr. 
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Mr.  James  La]V('soii>  sub-principah  1569.  He  was 
cd]led  to  Edinburgh  to  succeed  the  famous  John  Knox. 

Mr.  Robert  Itfsiitkiad^  regent  in  the  college,  and 
afterwards  dean  of  Aberdeen.  In  consequence  of  the 
grant  by  Jemes  YI.  of  the  de^nery^  he  resigned  it  in 
favour  of  the  college^  1579. 

Mr.  John  Leslie,  conunissary  of  Aberdeen^  after- 
wards  bishop  of  Ross,  and  one  of  the  senators  of  the 
college  of  justice,  celebrs^^ed  for  his  fidelity  to  the 
unfortunate  queen  Mary,  and  for  his  History  of  Scot- 
land, was  oanonist  in  this  university. 

James  Cheyne,  who  after  gqing  through  a  regular 
course  of  study  at  this  university,  taught  philosophy 
at  Paris  in  the  college  of  St.  Barbe  ;  from  whence  he 
was  translated  to  Douay,  and  became  L.L.D.  and  P.P. 
&c.  In  1573,  he  published  at  Douay,  a  compend  of 
Aristotle's  philosophy.  He  also  published  at  the  same 
place  two  books  on  ^e  terrestrial  and  celestial  globes, 
a  geographical  description  of  the  earth,  and  a  com* 
mentary  on  Aristotle's  metaphysics. 

The  famous  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  grammarian  or  bu« 
manist,  1614.  ,,    - 

]^r.  William  Douglas,  professor  of  divinity  in  1644. 
He  printed  the  following  treatises  at  Aberdeen  :  1  st, 
Vindiciae  yeritatis ;  2d,  Vindiciae  Psalmodhe  Ecclesi- 
asticae  divinse ;  3d,  Academiarum  vindiciae ;  and  se- 
vera]  other  tracts^ 

Mr.  George  Nicolson,  of  Cluny  and  Kemnay,  elect- 
ed civilist  in.  1675 ;  was  afterwards  one  of  the  sena- 
tors of -the  college  of  justice  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Kemnay. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Henry  Scougall,  son  of  Patrick  Sbougall,  bisiiop 

of  Aberdeen.     After  completing  his  studies  at  thiis 

university,  he  .H'as  immediately  elected  a  regent,  and 

afterwards  professor  of  divinity.     This  Amiable  man, 

ifrbose  works  are  no  less  distinguished  by  their  p^ty 

.  ftitd  learning  than  by  purity  and  elegance  of  stile,  ^^las- 

cut  off,  at  the  early  age  of  28,  when  the  promisiag 

]M>pe8  which  had  been  formed  of  his  talents  and  genius 

iPiEere.  just  begun  to  be  realized.     He  died,  A.  D.  167^. 

Mr.  James  Scougatl,  civilist  in  16B4,  afterwards 

enfe  of  the  senators  of  tt/e  college  of  justice,  by  the 

,  j^tie  of  Lord  Wbitehilt. 

The  learned  Sir  Geo^tge  M¥cl*n«ie,  King's  Ad^)- 
^•te,  and  lord  of  the  Scots  privy -couficil>  anno  1674, 
.  fDeteiv^  ilie  first  part  of  his  jeducation  in  this  univer- 
ai(y»     To  him  his  country  is  indebted  for  Toany  valu- 
able works^  iilustratiY<^  of  it$  law^  cttstoin^»  and  go- 
vemm^ft. 
,  Mr.  George  Gordon  of  Haddo,  an  alumnus,  attd  ve* 
.  gent  of  the. university  in  the  year  V65B.     He  wa9  pre- 
sident of  the  Court  of  Session  1G81 ;  and  ia^l6S2  vvas 
n^ppohited  lord  lugh  chancellor  of  Scotland^  aiid  after- 
tv^rds  created  earl  of  Aberdemi. 

Dr.  Thomas  JBoW^r,    mentioned    in  thfe  accauut. 
Seing  an  eminent  mailiematiciaa,  be  was  employed 
.  by  the  Scots  parliaaaent  about  the  time  of  tbe  Union, 
in  calculations  relating  to  the  Equivaleift. 

Mr.  John  Kerr,  pirofessor  of  Greek  from  171^  to 
1754,  when  he  became  professor  of  hum^mty  in  '^m- 
,  burgh.     He  was  an  elegant  classical  sciho^ar. 

Tbe  fiev.  Dr..  Joha  Macpberson,  miiiister  of  Slak*, 
e  2  '     aod^ 
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and  author  of  the  well  known  dissertations  on  the  anti- 
quities of  Scotland,  and  several  beautiful  Latin  poems> 
was  educated  in  this  university,  1724'. 

Dr.  John  Gregory,  regent,  and  afterwards  professor 
of  medicine  in  this  university,  before  he  was  translated 
to  Edinburgh.  His  literary  character  and  professional 
abilities  are  well  known. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Thomas  Reid  was  many  years 
professor  of  philosophy  in  this  university  before  be  was 
translated  to  Glasgow; 

David  Dairy mple,  L.L.D.  civilist  in  1760,  and  af« 
terwards  one  of  the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice, 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Westhall. 

Dr.  Alexander  Gerard,  professor  of  divinity,  who 
was  translated  from  the  same  chair  in  Marischal  Col- 
lege in  1771,  and  whose  writings  are  well  known  to 
the  public.     He  died  in  1795. 

Dr.  James  Dunbar,  an  alumnus,  and  thirty  years 
professor  of  philosophy  in  this  university,  author  of 
"  Essays  on  the  history  of  mankind  in  rude  and  un- 
cultivated ages,"  &c.  died  1798. 

In  the  present  enumeration  of  eminent  and  learned 
men,  particular  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Gordon,  an  alunmis,  who  died  A.  D.  1797, 
having  been  professor  of  humanity,  and  latterly  of 
philosophy,  in  this  university,-for  no  less  a  period  than 
61  years.  He  continued  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice till  the  time  of  his  death*-  which  happened  in  the 
83d  year  of  his  age.  His  attainments  in  the  sciences, 
and  in  polite  literature ;  his  abilities  as  a  teacher ;  bis 
suavity  of  manners  and  social  disposition,  are  all  well 

knovm 
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known^  and  will  be  long  remembered.  The  compilers^ 
of  the  foregoing  account  embrace  with  pleasure  this 
opportunity  of  paying  their  tribute  of  respect  to.  his 
memory^  and  of  acknowledging  that  they  are  uidebted 
to  him'  for  a  great  p'art  of  the  materials  from  which  the 
account  has  been  digested. 

This  section  might  be  drawn  out  .to  a  great  length, 
especially  if  it  were  to  include  living  characters  of 
eminence.  Many  other  men  of  literature  who  have 
been  professors,  or  who  have  had  their  education  iti 
this  university^  will  be  found  mentioned  in  professor 
John  Kerr's  Bormdes,  published  at  Edinburgh  1725» 


LIST  OF  THE  PRESENT  INCUMBENTS* 

Roderick  M'Leod,  D.  D. — PiincipaL 

Gilbert  Gerard,  D.  D. — Bivimty. 

Alexander  Bauney^  L.L.  D. — Civil  Law* 

Sir  A.  Bannerman,  M.  D* — Medicine. 

William  Jack,    M.  D.  —  Sub-principal. --^  Morai 

Philosophy. 
Mr.  William  Ogilvie  — Hmiamty. 
Mr.  James  Bentley. — Oriental  Languages* 
Hugh  M'Pherson,  M.  D.— Greek, 
Mr.  William  Duncan. — Mathematics. 
Mr»  William  PauK^iVa^ra^  Philosophy. 

eS  mSTO. 
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BISTORICAL   ACCOUNT 

AND  ' 

PMESENT  STATE 

OP  THE 

MARISCHAL  COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY 
OF  ABERIffiEN. 


Anno  1798. 


rOUNOAtlOlf. 


The  Marischal  College  and  University  of  Aberdeen 
was  founded  and  endowed  by  6eorge>  earl  Marischal 
of  Scotland,  by  charter  dated  the  2d  day  of  Apr!), 
1593.  By  this  charter,  the  earl  conveys  to  the  prin- 
cipal and  masters  of  hi^  new  college,  and  to  any  other 
members  to  be  afterwards  added  to  them,  the  housesj 
garden,  church,  &c.  which  belonged  to  the  Franciscan 
or  Grey  friars,  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Broadgate 
of  Aberdeen ;  also,  the  lands,  crofts,  tenements,  and 
feu-duties  formerly  belonging  to  the  Dominican  or 
Black  friars,  and  the  Carmelites  or  Whit^  friars  of 
Aberdeen,  whosQ  convents  were  respectirely  situated 

in 
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in  the  streets  called  the  SchoottiHl  and  Green,  but  de- 
molished aboQt  the  penod  of  the  ref<NrHiation.  The 
property  of  the  Franciscans  had  been  acquired  by  the 
town  of  Aberdeen ;  and  their  buildings  being  more 
entire  and  better  situated  thto  the  other^  were  pre- 
sented by  the  community  to  earl  Mariscbal,  as  a  pro- 
per scite  for  the  college.  The  charter  also  contains  a 
grant  of  the  property  of  the  Carmelites  lying  at  Ber- 
vie,  where  they  had  a  small  convent,  and  of  the  rere- 
nues  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  at  Cowie,  both  in 
Mearns :  but  these  last  mentioned  were  fesumed  by 
the^son  and  successor  of  the  founder. 

Original  Manbers. — ^The  original  members  consisted 
of  a  principal,  three  regents  or  masters  in  philosophy 
and  languages,  six  bursarsy  an  ocenomus,  and  cook. 

Dufy  qfthe  P/W2/wi.-*-Tbe  4uty  of  the  principal  is 
declared  to  be  to  attend  to  the  whole  university,  and 
to  every  one  of  its  members,  and  to  ezei^ise,  wilh  r^- 
|;ard  to  them,  ordinary  jurisdiction.  He  is  requiwd  to 
be  well  informed  in  the  Holy  Script^res»  in  order  to 
qualify  him  for  opening  the  mysteries  of  religion^  and  • 
the  bidden  treasures  of  the  word  of -God ;  to  be  well 
skilled  in  the  languagefli»  especially  the  Hebrew  and 
^yriac,  which  were  to  be  t^ght  by  him  once  every 
week.  He  is  appointed  ta  esplain  the  sacred  writings 
one  hour  every  Monday ;  to  illustrate  from  the  Greek 
the  physiology  of  Aristotle  b^inning  where  the  third 
pT  l^ghest  regent  had  left  ofi^  to  which  was  to  be  ad* 
4gd  a  short  eyfiication  of  anatopiy  ;  to  teach  the  pciiv 

ciples 
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ciples  of  geography,  chronokgyj  and  astronomy,  aa 
also  the  Hebrew  grammari  together  with  some  practi- 
cal application  of  the  rules ;  to  confer  the  degree  of 
master  of  arts  on  those  students,  who,  after  passing 
through  the  usual  course  of  four  years,  should  be  found 
deserving  of  that  distinction ;  and  to  superintend  the 
public  discipline  of  the  college.  He  is  likewise  in  the 
charter,  require^!,  together  with  the  chancellor,  rec< 
tor,  and  dean  of  faculty,  to  prescribe  the  authors  to  be 
explained  to  the  students,  in  the- languages  in  which 
they  originally  wrote* 

Dutjf  qf  the  Regents. — The  regent  next  to  the  prin- 
cipal was  to  teach  Uie  elements  of  arithmetic  and  geo- 
metry ;  explain.from  the  Greel^  the  ethics  and  polities 
of  Aristotle,  with  the  books  of  Cicetv  de  qfficiU  ;  and  to 
conclude  the  course  with  Aristotle's  physics.  The 
duty  of  the  third  in  order  was,  to  instruct  the  students 
in  logip,  and  exemplify  his  precepts  by  reading  the 
best  G^eek  and  lAtin  authors;  also,  to  exercise  them- 
^  frequently  in  composing  and  declaiming  in  both  lan- 
guages. The  employment  of  the  fourth  was,  to  teach 
the  elements  of  Greek,  along  with  reading  some  of 
the  easiest  authors,  both  in  that  and  the  Latin  tongue; 
to  prescribe  exercises  for  composition  in  those  lan- 
guages ;  and  to  finish  with  a  short  compeitd  of  logic. 

OMtfr  Duiies.'--*The  principal  and  regents,  along  with 
the  bursars,  are  required  to  eat  and  sleep  intra  aepta 
AoademoB,  where  none  of  their  wives  or  maid-servants 
are  to  be  admitted.    The  students  are  appointed  to 

convene, 
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Cfntveot,  ahng  With  tlieiriinBters  m  the  several  schools, 
UtaiJC  itt  tbe  moniiii^>  fvoni  the  Ut  of  Od&ber,  when 
the  tenton  vvqs  to  ootnineBcc ;  to  speak  only  Latin  or 
Greek  m  pobHc  ceivnnmitmii ;  to  wear  ^oivm;  to 
•carry  noavmsorvtffeiieiveweapoift';  tectey  the  laws 
.^AaMd  hf  the  ftc«l^ ;'  and  tfor  traiiqpnessions»  totuf- 
fer  9MfMi»B,  and  peomiaiy  or  corporal  psaishBieBt. 

Btfm^TCjghem.^^l!im  od^geia  «iA>}ected  by  tUs 
chatter  to  the  aothori^  of  a  «faiMceth>r>  tecior,  and 
dean  of  facalty,  who  are  appotntvi  to  iiohl  a  witation 
three  times  in  the  year,  for  the  connection  of  abuses : 
and  tfaeM  oflloers  are  declared  to  hav^  the  same  powers, 
•fn-in^leges^  and  jurisdiGtioii,  with  those  of  St.  vAndrew?* 
Glasgow,  or  any  olliier  university.    The  rector  is  to  be 
choseaby  all  ihe  nfpotiH  of  the  university,  divided 
iitto  foartialioiis,  those  of  Mar,  Bocfaany  Mooray,  and 
.ikngna.    These  ^aee.  reqaired  to  ^iect  foar  fwgoomators 
or  TCfffesentativos,  and  these  to  elect  the  rector  and 
^  Jmt  assessors.     Thedean  of  ^cuhy  is  to  be  <^esea  in 
<tfae  iiBseicoiiitrifc,  orassambiy  of  the  whole  ouiversity, 
..hot  by  tfaex:haiicall0r,  meter, priadpal, professors, and 
'  niiiiater  of  New  Aberdeen.    It  is  requisite  4that  the 
.  principd  and  miniaier  of  New  Aberdeen-  lAonU  al- 
ways be  pnescnt. 

ConfimuUions  qf  the  Fomidaiion.'-^n  the  succeeding 
General  Aaaembly  of  the  church,  which  nset  et  Dun- 
dee on  the  ath-of  April,  in  the  same  year  159B,  tbe 
a^  mstststion  was  appssired  of,  by  »i  net  in  tbe  fol- 
lowing tenn««  ^'  Tbe  GeneraU  AasemMie  ef  the  Kirk 

*'  having 
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'^  havlag  uoployit  certa«e  of  ihB  gpdUe  and*  be^l 
"  learned  bvetbcar  oCihair  mttoberto  the  sighting  and 
''  t:<msidoriiig  o£  this  faadatiouao  aad  erectione,  fol* 
'*  lovriJig  their  jodgenMiit  and-  eppmbalAoan  1^ro£ 
"  after  reafoning  bad  iii  tiie  isatter^  hei.  gtiwn  and 
"  gives  thaireonaent  and  appcobatioilfi.tbairto»  and 
"  apptcoTies  and:  affiniws  ibe^  same  'm:  all.  tye^J^eidia 
^^  thairof>  after  tbe  tenour  and  fonne  of  tbe  ssbnen.'^'  ^"^-^ 

Tbe  sobaequent  confinnAtion  by  parltament  miia  in 
these  words:  '^  Intheconent  Parliameat  haidoxL i^ 
"  Edinburgh,  witbin  the  Tolbuith  thairof,  upon,  the 
"  twenty -first  day  of  Jtt)y>  the  yeir  of  Go^  one  thoa^ 
'^  sand  6fte  hundred  foaracore  threttene  y etrs.  Our 
"  skjiTeraine  hoxd  and  ^taitis.  of  thb  present  PacHab* 
"  inenti  undentanding  that  Geoiige  Erie  MUrieohaL 
"  LordKeith»  ^.  has  laitiie  feondit  aoid.ereclit  ane 
''  Coti^e  within  the  burgh  of  New- Aberdeen^  &fi» : 
'«  Tbairforhis  Hianes  and>estattiK  foresaidts^  ratifies, 
*'  appiwufliy  and  conftrnies  the  said  fuadatiefifte.  aodi 
"  ese^ione,  with  ail  tbet  ctaua8%  articles,  heMis,  and; 
<'  coiiditionis.  thairiA.conleiiit;;  and  ftrder  giisis  aaidl 
'*  dispenis  tfaairto^.  aH  freedoines»  franchises^  HbertieSi 
'^  free  privilegis  and  jiurisdiotioiui!,  that  to  aue  feaer 
'^  coUege  within  this  reahne  be  lawefidparactieice:ia 
*'  knawin  to. appertene,  &c.  8teJ*  Anatfaet  act. of 
parliament,  passed  after  the  BestaraitioK^  in  1661,  cviom 
firma  ^  foundatioii  and  priTileges  of  the  aew>^  Bniyeo* 
8ity«  alnaosi  in  the  taisae  w<Mrds« 

(Mer  Ft^tBsonMpafmMLr^lxk  consecpieBiQe'of  thft 
provision  fioade  for  thatpiupose  by  tbe  o»ginalebaf«» 

ter^ 
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ttr,  several  new  professorships  were  afterwards  added, 
Tis.  a  fourth  regentj  who,  by  the  commission  of  parll- 
ament  in  1700,  for  visiting  schools  and  colleges,  was 
appointed  to  be  fixed  professor  of  Greek.  A  professor- 
ship of  mathematics.  w)is  founded  in  1615  by  Dr.  Ban- 
can  Liddell,  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  and  eminent  scho- 
lar, wheriiad  been  professor  of  medicine  and  mathema- 
■  tics  in  the  university  of  Helmstadt.  A  professorship  of 
divinity,  founded  in  1616,  by  Mr.  Pe^ck  Copland, 
minister  of  Norton  in  Northamptonshire.  A  professor- 
ship in  medicine,  by  the  ear]  Marisf^al,  in  1700.  A 
professorship  of  oriental  languages,  by  Mr.  Gilbert 
Ramsay,  rector  of  Christ  Church,  in  the  island  of  Bar- 
badoes,  in  1723.  And  lately,  in  I79S>  a  professorship 
in  chemistry,  by  Mrs.  Blackwell,  widow  of  Dr.  Tho- 
mas Blackweli,  formerly  principal  of  the  university. 

A  few  years  since.  Sir  William  Fordyce,  physician 
in  London,  also  endowed  a  lectureship  cm  subjects 
tending  to  improve  the  agriculture  and  manufactures 
of  Scotland ;  but  the  salary  being  liferented  by  one  of 
his  relations,  it  has  not  as  yet  been  carried  into  efiect 
The  beforementioned  Mrs.  Biackwell  also  appointed  a 
premium  of  L.IO  sterling,  to  be  annually  bestowed  on 
the  person  who  should  compose  and  deliver  in  the 
English  laoiguage,  the  best  discourse  upon  a  given  lite- 
rary subject ;  the  first  five  being  prescribed  by  herself, 
and^the  succeeding  ones  to  be  proposed  by  the  univer^ 
sity.  This  has  accordingly  taken  place  for  Uiese  two 
years,  and  will  be  continued  regularly  hereafter.  The 
last  year's  prize  being  adjudged  to  Mr.  William  Don- 
can,  one  of  the  masters  of  the  grammar  school  of 

'Aberdeeni 
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Abeixleen^  and  that  for  the  current  ye^r  to  the  Rev. 
George  Skene  Keith,  D.  D.  minister  of  the  gospel  at 
Keith-halt. 

Bursaries. — In  1644',  Sir  Thomas  Crombie  of  K^oi- 
nay,  made  a  donation  to  thq  magistrates  and  town* 
council  of  Aberde^,  as  trustees  and  patrons  of  certain 
lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  an  augmentation  to  the 
salaries  of  the  professors,  and  a  provision  for  ei|j^t 
bursars  in  the  university,  and  also  for  a  minister,  of  the 
coII^e,  or  Grey,  friars  kirk.  .  This  is  supposed  to  have 
been  originally  a  weekly  lectureship  in  theology, 
chiefly  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  students,  as  that 
church  was  neve^  a  parochial  one,  but  along  with  the 
other  buildings  of  the  Grey  friars,  was  conveyed  .by 
lord  Marischars  charter  to  the  college.  This  provi^ 
sion,  the  town-council,  who  are  now  patroifs  of  both 
offices,  seem  from  the  beginning  to  have  joined  to  Mr, 
Copland's  appointment  for  a  professor  of  divinity,  so 
that  hitherto  they  haye  been  always  occupied  .by.  one 
person.  Various  other  mortifications,  •  or  piou9 .  dona* 
tions,  for  the  education  of  bursars,  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time.  lathe  year  171  J,  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnett, 
bishop  of  Salisbury^  by  his  last  will^  bequeathed  the  sum 
of  20,000  merks,  as  a  fund  for  the  education  of  four  bur-« 
saj's  in  philosophy,  and  two  in  divinity,  in  this  univer- 
sity^ "  iff,  TemmAr€aux  of  m^f  education  there/'  as  he  ex- 
presses it;  the  patronage  to  belong  to  the  family,  of 
Burnett  of  Leys,  of  which  he  was  descended.  Four 
bursaries  in  philosophy,  of  L.15  sterling  each,  and 
four  in  divinity,  of  L.25  sterling  eacb^  were  also  en- 
^  f  (lowed 
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4iowed  by  Mr.Gilbert&atissay,  formerly  nM&tioned:  the 
pAtrooage  of  ivhich  is  nested  in  the  family  of  lUmsay  of 
Balmain.     Besides  the  above^  there  are  four  inpbilnso- 
phy«  left  by  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum^  under  the 
patronage  of  that  i^itly ;  four  by  John  Torner,  £sq. 
of  Dantsick ;  six  by  Dr.  BuBcan  liddel ;  and  of  late, 
two,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  name  <^  ixmrner ;  and  one. 
by  Dr.  Roddiman  of  Madras,  with  various  others, 
amounting  in  ail  to  between  sixty  and  seventy  in  phi- 
k0ophy,  from  fifty  merks  in  Talae  to  L.8  or  L.9«  to- 
gether with  eight  or  ten  in  divinity.     Muny  of  the 
smaller  bursaries  are,  however,  in  the  way  of  being 
increased  c  some  of  them  by  the  rise  of  the  value  cf 
the  lands  in  which  they  were  vested ;  and  others,  by 
bding  allowed  to  remain  vacant  for  some  time,  the  in- 
terest being  3rear]y  added  to  the  capital.     Of  these 
philosophy  bursaries,  mdi  as  are  in  the  ^(i  of  private 
patrons,  are  di^Msed  of  by  thera  at  pleasure ;  while 
those  voder  the  patronage  of  the  tovm  and  callege,'be- 
t>weeii  forty  and  fifty,  are  bestowed  by  annual  compe- 
tkioa  about  the  cAd  of  October,  upon  tlie  most  deserv* 
in§[  c?tsididatesi  and  as  they  continue  for  four  yeare^  ten 
0^  twelve  become  viu:ant  every  session.   There  are  also 
two  bursaries  of  L.  13  sterling  each,  for  the  education 
of  students  in  the  higher  parts  of  fmAhematics,  found- 
ed by  John  Gray,  Esq.  of  London,  in  1768;  one  of 
vrhsch  is  disposed  of  every  yeaTi  by  comparative  trial, 
among  such  students  -as  have  atiiended  the  two  first 
mathematical  classes. 

Vaion  tf  the  iXffQ  UniversiHes.^Th^  Kbg'^  and  Ma- 

«    rischal 
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rischal  colleges  of  Aberdeen  being  distinct  and  sepa« 
rate  universities,  totally  independent  of  eacb  other> 
tbougb  scarcely  a  mile  distant,  it  bas  often  been  pro- 
posed and  attempted  to  unite  them  into  one  nniversity, 
or  into  &ae  college.  After  the  abolition  of  episco- 
pacy in  Scotland^  king  ^barles  I.  by  a  charier,  dat^ 
the  8th  November,  164-],  makes  a  grant  to  both  uni- 
versiii^s  of  the  rents  of  the  bishopric  of  Aberdeenj  for 
angmenting  the  salaries  of  the  masters  and  other  pur- 
poses, and  unites  both  universities^  mto  cm,  in  all  time 
coming  to  be  called  Tbs  Caroukis  Univer^itit;  with 
Uits  provision,  that  both  shall  enjoy  and  exercise  alt 
their  pfimitive  powers,  privileges,  and  particular  juris- 
dictioa)  which  they  had  held  and  exercised  before  the 
said  union  took  place.  The  two  colleges  acquiesced  in 
this  union  and  erection^  i^hich  was  confirmed  by  an* 
act  of  parliament  of  the  same  month  and  year.  They 
aceorduigly  enjoyed  the  conjunct  possession  of  the  bi*^ 
ship's  rents  far  severai  years,  and  also  of  another  do- 
sm^on  afterwards  granted  by  the  protector  Cromwell, 
in  favour  of  the  university  of  Aberdeen,  and  two  col- 
leges thereof.  They  chose  a  common  rector  by  turnii, 
not  judging  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  elect  any  su- 
perior magisU-ate,  and  submitted  to  commissions  cf 
viaitation  under  the  great  seal,  addressed  to  the  prin- 
cipals^ professors,  and  masters  of  the  university  af 
Aberdeen.  But  Charles  IL  having  restored  episco- 
pacy in  Scotland  in  1061,  the  alienated  rents  of  the 
bishoprics  were  resumed,  and/at  the  same  time  the 
bishop  of  Aberdeen,  now  reinstated  in  his  <^!icei  and 
chancellor*  ex  digmtate,  of  the  old  collegci  laying  claim 
f2  t^ 
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to  the  same  jurisdiction  orer  the  other,  the  principal 
and  masters  maintained  the  privilege  reserved  lo  them 
by  the  charter  of  union,  and  refused  to  submit  to  any 
chancellor  not  elected  by  themselves.     From  this  pe- 
riod, therefore,  the  act  of  parliament,  confirniing  the 
union  of  the  two  universities,  being  understood  to  be 
rescinded,  along  wHh  the  other  acts  of  king  Charles  L 
from  the  year  J  637,  the  members  of  this  university 
have  elected  and  been  governed  by  their  own  proper 
magistrate,  and  have  had  Uttle  public  connexion  or  in^ 
tercoorse  with  that  of  Old  Aberdeen. 

Other  Scfiemes  of  Union. — Several  attempts,  hoiff- 
ever,  have  since  been  made  to  unite  the  two  semlna'> 
Ties,  not  only  into  one  tmiversity,  but  into  one  college, 
particularly  in  1747  ;  bat,  from  the  opposition  of 
i?ome  individuals  of  the  one  or  the  other,  hitherto  with* 
out  success.  Upon  the  8th  of  November,  17^4,  after 
various  meetings  and  consultations  held  for  that  pur- 
pose, all  the  members  of  both  universities  unanimously 
agreed  to,  and  subscribed  certain  articles  of  union,  and 
applied  to  the  duke  of  Argyle,  then  at  the  head  of  af- 
fairs in  Scotland,  for  his  support  and  influence  in  ren- 
dering it  effectual  and  permanent.  By  (his  agreement 
the  number  of  professorships  in  the  united  college  was 
limited  to  the  number  then  existing  in  King's  College, 
with  tbe  single  addition  of  a  professor  of  mathema^ 
ties ;  and  of  those  offices,  such  as  Greek,  philosophy, 
medicine,  &c.  in  which  each  college  had  a  professor, 
the  half  was  to  be  suppressed  ;  one  of  these  professors 
either  resigning  in  favour  of  his  colleague,  or  teaching 

the 


tiw  class  alternately,  ontU  tbe  death  or  resignation  of 
one  of  them.  The  respective  patrons  of  t^ese  doable 
offices  were  to  present  by  tams«  and  all  the  professors 
were  to  receive  a  considerable  addition  to  their  sala* 
ries  out  of  those  to  be  suppressed*  The  only  remain- 
Hig  diflkuJty  to  be  adjosted  wait,  wh^er  the  hew,  or 
seat  of  the  united  ooUcfge  should  be  in  New  or  Old 
Aberdeeai  llie  Mariechal  College,  with  the  inagis* 
Ssates  oi  Aberdeen*  and  other  patrons,  insisting  on  its 
being  placed  in  that  city ;  while  the  members  *<^ 
King's  College  strongly  maintained  a  contrary  opi- 
nion. This  point  being  therefore  at  last  referred  to 
the  decision^  of  the  earl  of  Finlater,  he  deterimned  it 
in  fovoar  of  New  Aberdeen ;  bat  in  consequence  of 
liresh  remonstrances  and  imposition  en  the  part  of 
King's  Coilege,  the  whole  f^reviovs  agreement  ftU  to< 
tiie4i:roiind»  and  the  two  collrges  remained  i^arate  as 
before. 

After  the  failare  ol^  this  attempt,  no  other  endea* 
^oiir  appears  to  hav«  been  ased  to  eStct  an  onion  aox 
til  the  year  1786>  when  the  principal  and  pro&ssors  of 
Jtfarischal  CoIleg<»>  in  conjunction  with  some  of  those 
•f  King'fr  College,  again  projected  a.  plan  for  miitrng 
them  into  one,  a  measure  which  they  judged  would 
have  boMii  very  mnch  loi^  tine  advantage  of  both>  and 
«f  the  greatest  service  to  the  education,  of  yootb  over 
all  the  northern  part  of  the  kingdom.  They,  also  pro- 
posed to  suppress  a  moiety  of  all  those  offices  in  which 
each.c<dlege  had  a^  professor  ;^  but  in.  place  of  sharing, 
tin  si^aiies  among  the  offices  rstamed,.  they  proposed! 
employing  them  for  the  ostabtisbmcat  of  neiv  profes- 
£3.  sorships,. 
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sorships,  such  as  were  wanting  in  both ;  and  by  a^H- 
ting  of  no  sinecure  places,  to  render  the  amted  college 
a  complete  school  of  edacation  in  law  and  niediciQe,as 
well  as  in  all  the  other  sciences.     This  ^beme  hating 
been  first  suggested  ^y  the  earl  of  Bute,  at  that  time 
chancellor  of  Marischal  College,  was  warmly  patro- 
nized by  many  persons  of  rank,  and  communities^  who 
were  applied  to  on  the  occasion ;  but  after  a  great  deal 
of  argumenft  and  discussion  on  both  sides,  was  at  length 
frustrated  by  the  opposition  it  met  with  from  a  majo* 
yity  of  the  members  of  King's  College. 

Plan  qf  Education. — How  long  the  system  of  educa- 
tion appointed  by  the  foundation  charter  continued  to 
l>e  'observed,  is  unknown;  alterations  in  it  were  no 
doubt  enjoined  by  yanous  commissioAr  of  visitatioa 
issued  by  parliament ;  and  Aristotle  at  length  resigned 
his  empire  to  Bacon  and  Newton.  But  although  the 
professorship  of  Greek  was  fixed  in  1700,  k  was  not 
until  about  forty  years  ago,  that  the  old  practice  of  one 
professor  carrying  forward  the  same  class  for  three 
y^ars,  and  teaching  the  whole  circle  of  the  sciences, 
was  relinquished.  This  appears  the  more  extraordi- 
.nary,  when  Ave  find  that  so  early  as  the  reign  of 
king  James  VI.  new  foundation  charters,  said  to  be 
coto posed  by  Buchanan,*  were  given  by  that  prince  to 
more  than  one  of  our  universities,  in  which  is  the  fol- 
lowing clause  :  "  Quatuor  autem  hos  regentea  nolum- 
"  us,  proot  in  regni  nostri  academiis  olun  mos  fait, 
'*'  novas  professiones  quptannis  immutare,  quo  factum 
y  fuit,  ut  duffl  multa  pro&terentuo  inpaucis  periti  in- 
'  *^  venirentur  j 
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^'  vmreniur;  Teniin  volmnus  in  eadexn  professione  se 
"  exeroeant,  ut  adolescentes  qui  gradatim^  ascendant^ 
"  dignam  suis  stodiis  et  ingeniis  preeceptonem  reperirq 
"  queant/'  r 

In  the  year  11559  a  new  order  of  teaching  was., 
adopted  in  this  aniversity,  by  the  unanimous  appr oba« 
lion  of  all  ,the  members;  an  account,  of  which  was 
then  printed  for  the  information  of  the  public.  Of  this 
arrangement  and  system  of  education,  which  has  beea 
successfully  prosecuted  ever  since  that  period,  witj^ 
very  little  variation,  the  following  is  an  abstract : 

The  order  formerly  observed  in  this  college  wa; 
that  followed  by  most  of  the  ancient  philosopher^ 
which  was  aftevwafds  espoused  by  the  scholastics,  and 
generally  adopted  by  all  the  universities  in  Europe. 
They  began  with  logic,  then  proceeded  to  ontology^ 
pneomatelogy,  morals,  politics,  and,  last  of  all,  taught 
natural  philosophy.  The  peripatetic  pbilosophy,  at 
least  as  far  as  itrwas  espoused  by  the  commentator& 
and  followers  of.  Aristotle,  was  in  a  great  measure 
m^de  up  of  verbal' subtleties,  and  theoites,  ill  gEOund.- 
ed,  though  ingenioudy  devised.  These  were  suppori.-^ 
ed  by  ailments  moulded  into  an  artificial  form,  the 
mechanism  of  which  must  first  be  understood,  and.it 
was  laid  open  by  the  logic  then  in  use.  The  chief 
business  of  that  philosophy  was  to  express  opinions  in 
hard  and  unintelligible  terms ;  the  student  needed  a 
dictionary  or  nomendature.ofth^  technical. words,  and 
authorized  distinctions ;  experiment  was  quite  neglect* 
cd  ;  science  was  to  be  reasoned  out  from  general  prin- 
ciple^ either  taken  for  graated,  or  deduced  by  com- 
i  parison 
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pariflon  of  geaeral  ideas*  or  £iHiiid«d  oa  ?ery  iiavroir 
wad  huuieqiiate  obserYation.  ODU>k>gy«  which  cx- 
'  plained  these  terms  and  disitactton^  aad  laid  down 
these  principles^  was  therefore  introduced  immediaUly 
after  logic.  By  these  iwo>  ibe  student  was  sufficiently 
prepared  for  the  Terbal»  or  at  heat  ideal^  inquiries  ^ 
the  other  parts.  But  phik>sophy  haa  since  that  tiaf 
been  happUy  reformed ;  and  is  heconie  an  image,  not 
of  human  fancies  and  conceits*  but  of  the  reality  of 
nature,  and  troth  of  things.  The  only  basia  of  phik)* 
Sophy  is  now  acknowledged  ta  be  an  accurate  and  ex- 
tensive history  of  nature,  exhibiting  an  exact  Tiew  of 
Ae  various  phenomena  for  which  philosophy  ia  to  ac- 
count, and  on  which  it  is  to  found  its  r^^oiiings.  Tlus 
being  the  refisnmed  sUte  of  phiiosophy,  great  tncoove- 
niences  most  be  £Mind  in  prosecuting  the  scholaatic 
order  of  the  sciences.  The  stuUeot  must  make  a  tran- 
ai tion  at  once  from  words  and  languagea  to  philosophy, 
without  being  previously  introduced  to  the  knowledge 
of  facts,  the  sola  foundation  of,  and  pieparation  fot  it; 
be  must  be  hurried  at  the  first  into  the  most  abatrose, 
difficult,  and  subtle  paits  of  it;  he  mast  be  pot  upon 
examining  the  nature,  foundation,,  and  difibrent  kinds 
of  evidence  and  reasonings  before  he  ia  acquainted 
with  any  specimens  of  ^eae  kinds,  by  which  they  may 
be  illustrated ;  and  in  proportion  as  philosophy  is 
more  improved  and  more  thoroughly  reformed,  such 
inconvenieirkces  must  become  more  sensible.  For  these 
Toasons,  the  professors  of  the  MarischahCollege  were 
ifiduoed  to  alter  the  hitherto  received  order  of  teaching 
pyk)sophy ;  and  after  the  most  mature  delib^atioo, 

they 
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fhey  resolved  that  their  stadentd  should,  after  being 
instructed  in  languages  and  classical  learntog>  he  mad« 
acquainted  with  the  elements  of  history,  natural  a«4 
civil,  of  geography  and  chronolf^y,  accompanied  witi^ 
the  elements  of  mathematics ;  that  they  should  then 
proceed  to  natural  philosophy,  and,  last  of  all,  to  mo? 
rals,  poHtics,  logic,  and  metaphysics.  And  if  by 
adopting  this  order  they  avoid  the  inconveniences 
above  mentioned,  and  make  the  sciences  follow  ohq 
another,  according  to  the  neural  connection  of  their 
subjects,  and  the  gradual  opeftiogs  of  thci  human  mind* 
may  they  not  expect  the  approbation  of  the  publicjr 
and  better  fruits  of  their  labours  in  forming  the  minds 
of  youth,  so  that  they  may  be  possessed  of  knowledge 
more  real  in  itself,  and  more  useful  for,  the.  various 
purposesof  human  life?  The  order  of  the  sciences 
here  established,  was  pr^ty  much  observed  by  some 
of  the  ancient  stoics,  particularly  Pansstius  aud  Possi? 
doniu;s ;  and  Epictetus  also  insinuates  that  he  considers. 
it  as  tKe  proper  method.  In  general^  it  agrees  with 
the  partitions  of  science  laid,  down,  by  lord  Verulam, 
and  perfectly  suits  the  genius  of  his  philosophy.  It 
appeiars  to  be  that  in  which  the  sciences  will  afford 
most  light  to  one  another,  and  in  which  they  will  have 
the  most  happy  inilnence  on  life. 

1 .  T)^  first  year,  therefore,  is  employed  in  classical 
learning  under  the  professor  of  Greek,  whose,  business 
it  is  not  only  to  teaehthat  elegant  language  in  which 
the  sciences  were  first  delivered,  and  which  by  retain? 
ing  their  original  terms,  and  from  being  used  by  those 
great  masters  whose  ^prks  are  still  the  acknowledged 
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stendanls  in  Ih^m^  motl  alw^s  be  regsttded  as  the 
fevodali<moC  leMrnaag  f.  but  t»  open  the  minds  of  youth, 
by  explainiiig  antiqniiy  ;  by-  aequakitiog  ibem  with 
the  li?«s  MidcbamtMS  of  tba  cbi«f  clasac  auibors ; 
ml  by  pointing  out  the  uaei  and  advantages  of  Uteva^ 
tvre  for  the  varioas  pofpear^  of  bmnan  Hfo.  As  k  is 
well  known  that  the  Gre^  language  is  little  Caught  at 
•«r  gmnmar  acbooU  in  this  coaatry,  and  that  an  accu- 
sale  knowfedge  oCthe  elennilary  part  ia  of  the  gceat* 
est  unpoftanoe,  the  fiial  part  ef  ibe  setnon  is  necessa- 
rily employed  in  teacbhig  the  grammar.  Tbe  stodenU 
then  begin  to  read  some  of  the  easier  parte  of  the  Tes* 
'  taaient,  Lnciaa*s  Oialogoes,  .Sjop's  Fabtesy  andt  to* 
wards  the  end,  are  mtrodiiGed  to  Hemer,  and  some  of 
ihe  other  poets.  Along  with  their  reading,  they  are 
.lomeiimes  exercised  in  making  translations  of  easy 
passages  from  the  Greek,  into  Latin  and  English^  to 
whieh  the  idioms  of  the  aeYeral  ioBgaages  are  com* 
pared  and  pomted  out,  a|id  the  scholar  thereby  ac* 
qnires  a  mere  familiar  acquaintanoe  with  the  struetofe 
and  pecaliarities  of  each. 

2.  The  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  the  students 
is  principally  directed  in  the  nexir  class^  are  biseory, 
civil  and  natural,  along  with  Latin  kteratare.  The 
study  of  natural  and  civil  bistiHry  is  judged  to  be  a  just 
SAtermediate  step  between  the  study  of  lai^goages«  and 
general  reajtonings  concerning  things.  History  con* 
▼eys  to  a  young  mind  instroctions  adsqoitcd  to  its  lacal« 
ties,  which  at  the  same  tiaae  open  and  prepare  h  gra- 
dually for  apprehending  theconclusioniiof  phtfosophy, 
that  branch  of  science  which  caq  only  be  i»^proyed»  in 

proportion 


proportion  as  history  in  perfeded.    Our  knowledge  in 
the  ^Mte  sod  tlie  oCber  most  keep  pace«  f<k  liistory  te^ 
htes  tte  pfaenowBciMt,  and  pbilosopby  explains  and  ac« 
counts  for  tliem.    'fhe  stndy  of  MM;ory»  tilierefore,  paa*« 
tiecdftrly  nsftnral  lii^lory^  nittst  be  proper  to  ^«:ede 
that  uf  philosopli]^  fwt  oi^ly  as  it  opens  the  Vnind,  l»t 
also  as  it  famishes  it  ^ith  the  re<]fnsfle  materials.     As 
there  are  not  separate  appOfRtments  4br  these  branches 
of  edneation,  (te  same  professor  lectores  on  histoiy, 
and  itlttsuatos  Ae  ^eiassfcs  at  dtfereaft  hours^     im* 
pressed  with  a  sense  of  the  great  importance  of  claBsi* 
ca!  learning,  be  employs  six  meetings  a  i»eek  «  illus- 
trating the  Latin  classics.    Tbe  students  also  coBtioae 
to  read  Cireclc  in  tibe  second  <!lass  occasMnailv  dnrtag 
the  session,     f.  In  the  classical  department^  the  pro«- 
fessor  be^tts  with  a  brief  omrse  of  iectares  and  Uins* 
tratioos  on  aneienft  and  modem  ^^er^cation^  and  points 
out  ^tiese  ctromistances  which  distingai^  the  ancient 
Terse  from  the  modern.    Of  these  discoarses  the  stu* 
demts  reeeii^  a  printed  Latin  abridgment    While 
reaidii^  the  Latin  poets,  the  students  are  not  only  ex« 
ercbed  in  scanningAbiitalso  accustomed  to  read  aoconi' 
ing  to  the  quantity  ;  a  practice  wbich  is  atDended  widi 
the  best  consequences^  and,  if  begun  earty,  wouid  won- 
de  rFally  facilitste  the  composition  of  Latin  Terse.    Tbo 
Laftha  anthors  aho  read  In  tlie  second  class  are  Virgi^ 
Homer,  Jotenal,   Cicero^    and  -  occasimialfy  Tacitas. 
^.  As  an  introdaction  to  civil  history,  a  view  is  gtvea 
^  cbronologiy  and  geography.     Farticniar  attention  is 
paid  to  the  reroluttonsof  Oreece  and  Rome,-the  Greek 
and  Roman  antiquities,  and  the  progress  of  Itteratare^ 

philosophy, 
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phHosopby,  »\d  the  fine  arte  mmoiig  the  ancients.  S. 
Natural  history  comes  next  4a  order.  TbU  subject  is 
comprehended  under  six  heads :  viz.  meteorology,  hy- 
drology, geology,  mineralogy,  yegetaii^M!*  zoology: 
.  the  last  whereof  is  introdoGed  by  a  brief  view  of  com- 
paratire  anatomy  and  physiology :  the  stodeitts  re- 
ceive a  syllabus  of  the  whole.  At  the  same  time,  the 
students  in  this  class  attend  ihe  professor  of  mathema- 
tics, for  the  elementary  parts,  as  the  knowledge  of  the 
roathematical  sciences  is  an  absolutely  necessary  key 
to  the  i^ilosophy  ofibodies. 

3.  As  materia]  objects  are  the  most  familiar  to  young 
minds,  and  experiments  and  reasonings .  concerning 
them  are  most  level  to  their  capacities,  the  students  in 
the  third  year  of  their  course,  enter  on  the  study  of 
natural  and  experimental  philosaph}^  and  are  instruct- 
ed in  its  several  branches ;  viz,  mechanics,  hydrosta- 
tics, pneumatics,  optics,  astronomy,  magnetism,  elec- 
tricity, and  any  others  which  new  discoveries  have  ad- 
ded to  the  parts  already  cultivated.  At  the  same  time 
they  continue  their  application  to  mathematics;,  so  as 
they  may  go  hand  in  hand  with  their  studiea  in  the  dif- 
ierent  objects  of  natural  philosophy* 
.  4.  In  the  last  year  of  the  philosophy  course  are 
taught,  1 .  Pneumatology,  or  the  natural  pbiloso|^y  of 
spirit,  including  the  doctrine  «f  the  nature,  faculties, 
&nd  states  of  the  human  mind  ;  also  natural  theology. 
2.  Moral  philosophy,  containing  ethics,  juri$pradence, 
ahd  politics ;  the  study  of  the^e  being  accompanied 
with  tlie  perusal  of  some  of  the  best  of  the  ancient 
moralists.     3.  Logic,  or  the  layvs  and lujes of  inveBting, 

proviog, 
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.  pfO?ing^  reCainiBg^  a^ld  conuoonicatiDg  knowledge. 
49d  lastly^  Mc^pbysics  and  Rhetoric.  Dr.  Beattie's 
£lei9ent8  of  JMloial  ^ience  ha3  been  used  as  the  text- 
bocdc  in  this  daas  for  several  years. 

Tbe  itfofesyor  of  ^nathem^U^,  during  the  £rat  year 

'  tjie  stndeats  are  imd^r  his  care«  explains  to  them  the 
pnnciples  of  arithmettc,  tes^^es  tbe  fir$t  si^  books  of 
Euclid^s  iC^l^^ieots  of  geometry^  first  principles  of  alge- 
bra^  pjbne  triigoBbometry,  prau:tical  geometry  in  all  its 
braaohes^  |irincip|ies  of  geography,  an4  v^  of  the 
globes.  The  second  ye^,  algebra,  wjth  it^  applica- 
tioi^  Aoiiarjiotts  Hinds  of  calcKtal^on,  elemenU  of  solid 
geometry,  pijjcKup^eSipf  perspective,  navig^tipn,  spheri- 
cal geometry,  dialling,  cpnlc  sections.  l[he  third  year 
he  teaches  the  higher  parts  of  algebra,  genesis  and 
properties  of  higher  ciarves,  methods  of  jjiidivisibles, 
prime  9U)d  ultimate  ratios;,  &c.  jpoethod  pf  ^uxi9ns,  di- 
rect and  inverse,  higher  parts  of  astronomy,  ,yi^.ith  >he 
detail  of  astronomical .  calculation.  T^e  instruments 
connected  with  the  different  branches,  of  ,\yhich  the 
QBivcirsity  .has  a  cpnsidev^ble  number  yf  the  ,be.st  con- 
struction, are  e^^hib^t^d,  and  .^|ieir  adjus^nients  and 
uses  explained.  In  ei^^ry  p^t  of  t\ke  course,  the  ap« 
plication  of  the  principle. to  the  practical  ^rts  of  life 
is  pointed  out«  and  illustrated  by  example^. 

Other  Partkulars  qf  College  Ecumott^,  S^c  — ^The  three 
profeasprs  of  philo^opliy  and  the  professpr  of  Greek  at- 
tend their  students  three  hours  ^  day,  and  the  profes- 
sor pf  mathematics,  at  lefist  one  hour  for  each  class^ 
during, the  whole  sessipn  pf  college,  which  commences 
g  on 
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on  the  1st  day  of  November,  and  ends  in  April.     The 
fees  paid  to  the  professors,  and  which  have  not  been   . 
raised  for  many  years,  are  for  the  lowest  bursars  twenty 
merks,  and  for  the  higher,  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  their  bursaries.     The  others,  called  free  students, 
pay  an  honorarium  of  at  least  one  guinea  and  a  half, 
bat  more  frequently  two  or  three  guineas.     None  of 
the  students  reside  in  the  college,  but  are  boarded  and 
lodged  in  houses  kept  for  that  purpose,  or  with  their 
friends.     The  number  of  students  in  philosophy  varies 
from  1 20  to  1 40,  of  whom  ten  or  fifteen  are  generally 
from  England  or  the  W^^t  Indies.     Their  condact  is 
as  carefully  attended  to  as  possible ;  and  every  Fri- 
day, in  the  public  school,  the  delinquents,  whose  names 
are  marked  in  the  catalogue,  for  the  transgressions  of 
the  week  preceding,  are  called  but  by  the  principal  in 
presence  of  the  professors,  and  punished  by  censure  or 
fine,  according  to  the  fault.     At  this  meeting  also,  the 
students,  in  the  three  higher  classes,  deliver  Latin  dis- 
courses upon  subjects  prescribed  to  them  by  their  re- 
spective masters  for  that  purpose.     They  all  wear  long 
scarlet  gowns,  with  broad  velvet  collars,  of  the  same 
form  with  those  of  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land ;  attend  prayers,  which  are  pronounced  by  each 
of  the  four  regents  in  his  turn,  to  whom  this  doty  be- 
longs, every  morning  at  eight  in  the  public  school ; 
and  some  weeks  before  the  conclusion  of  the  session, 
undergo  a  solemn  examination  in  presence  of  the  prin- 
cipal, professors,  and  all  who  may  chuserto  attend. 

The  expence  of  living  here  was  formerly  extremely 
1o^v,  all  the  .common  necessaries  of  life  being  very 
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plentiful  and  cheap.  They  are  now  considerably 
raised,  yet  young  men  of  the  besV  families  are  still 
boarded  and  lodged  at  the  rate  of  less  than  thirty 
pounds  a  year ;  and  the  other  expences  for  clothes^ 
books,  and  education,  need  iiot  exceed  twenty  pounds 
more.  The  poorer  sort  do  not  expend  one  half  of  that 
sum.  If  the  student  remains  only  during  our  short 
session  of  five  months,  his  whole  expence  on  the  high* 
€st  calculation  may  be  amply  defrayed  for  thirty 
pounds,  and  the  lower  ranks  in  proportion.  Some 
private  families,  indeed,  admit  boarders  at  a  much 
higher  rate.  ^  The  present  principal  boards  and  lodges 
in  his  house,  and  superintends  the  education  of  a  few 
young  gentlemen,  for  which  he  receives  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum.  A  considerable  number  of  stu- 
dents remain  in  town  during  the  vacation,  when  they 
are  attended  by  private  tutors,  and  study  drawing, 
music,  modern  languages,  and  other  useful  or  fashion-^ 
able  accomplishments,  for  which  there  are  many  very 
weU  qualified  teachers. 

Divinity,  and  Orienial  Languages, — There  are  gene- 
rally from  sixty  to  eighty  students  in  divinity,  who 
attend  the  lectures  of  the  professors  of  King's  and 
Marischal  Colleges.  Of  this  number,  howerer,  sel- 
dom more  than  one-third  gives  regular  attendance. 
The  remainder,  consisting  chiefly  of  students  engaged 
in  teaching  parochial  schools  in  the  country,  or  as  tu- 
tors in  gentlemens'  families,  hear  only  a  few  lectwei;^ 
and  deliver  a  certain  number  of  exercises  in  each  of 
the  divinity  halls.  Of  these^  as  before  mentioned, 
g2  eight 
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tfigbl  mt  tto  enjoy  biirsaries  of  ten  poonds^  and  up- 
ward^   to  twenty- five  pounds  each.     The  students 
bate  a  sniall  library  in  this  college>  purchased  chiefly 
by  anhiial  contributions  among  thein^elves^  and  tokr- 
ably  well  ftfrnished  with  books  suited  to  their  stu^s. 
Each  of  the  professors  in  divinity  gives  two  lectures 
every  v^ek  6u  diSerent  days,  so  that  the  students  may 
enjoy  the  instructions  of  both.    These  they  endeavour 
to  arrange  in  6uch  a  ttannery  that  they  may  farm  to- 
gether t  regular  eoufse  of  thec^gy.    The  general 
subjects  discussed  in  drder  are^  the  grand  principles  of 
natural  religion;  the  Christian  evidences;  scripture 
criticism ;  syfttematie  and  Controversial  divinity  ^  the 
history  of  the  prlntipal  controversies  which  have  agi- 
tated  the  Chtlstian  church;  and  the  paetoral  care. 
The  ivhofe  course  ii  intended  to  be  finished  in  four  or 
five  ses^ionSi     / 

M  by  the  ^kppointfnettt  of  the  church  of  Scotlwd, 
<!Very  l^tildewt  of  divinity  iDuU  deliver,  daring  the 
.  course  of  his  theological  studies^  a  certain  number  of 
exercises  prescribed  by  the  professors^  whose  instruc- 
tions he  t&ttends ;  these  exercisi^  are  exhibited  etery 
^eek  during  the  theeiogieal  session  in  the  halls  of 
-  King's  and  Marischal  Colleges ;  in  the  former,  after 
the  proft«80t  has  fished  his  lecture ;  and  in  the  lat- 
€er>  every  Saturday  in  the  forenoon^  When  tlie  exer- 
eise  i«  delivered,  the  professor  first  asks  the  opinions 
of  the  studaUs  present,  ^Mid  then  proceeds  to  criticise 
the  performance^  and  to  point  out  the  faults  he  has 
discovered  in  sentiment,  expression,  corapo&itioti^  and 
delivery.    The  exercises  required  of  every  student  are, 

1st, 
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Isf,  A  lecture^  or  popular  explanation  of  some  passage 
of  scripture.     2d,  A  homily,  or  sermon.     3d,  An  ex- 
ercise and  addition,  that  is,  a  critical  analysis  of  some 
portion  of  the  Greek  Testament,  together  with  an  il^* 
lustration  of  the  doctrine  it  may  contain,     4th,  Ap. 
exegesis,  or  Latin  discourse  on  some  theological  ques- 
tion.   The  divinity  session  commences,  in  King's  and 
Marischal  Colleges,  ahout  the  end  of  December,  and 
concludes  in  the  beginning  of  April.     The  detriment 
arising  to  the  education  of  candidates  for  the  sacred 
ministry,  from  the  irregular  attendance  of  so  many 
students,  has  long  been  felt  by  the  professors  of  both 
colleges.     In  order  to  remedy  this  defect,  as  far  as  lay 
in  their  power,  the  synod  of  Aberdeen,  at  the  instance 
of  both  professors  of  diVinity,  lately  addressed  to  all 
the  students  within  their  bounds,  an  admonition  on  this 
subject,  and  appointed  it  to  be  read  by  the  professors 
in  the  halls.     This  has  been  already  attendied  with 
beneficial- consequences.     At  the  same  time,  the  sy- 
nod drew  up  an  overtuie  on  the  same  subject,  which 
they  transmitted   to   the  General    Assembly  of  the 
church,  under  the  full  conviction  that  some  effectual 
remedy  to  the  abuse  to  which  it  reliated,  was  desirable* 
and  necessary.     This  overture  has  accordingly  been 
transmitted  by  the  assembly  to  presbyteries  for  their 
opinion. 

The  rules  of  the  ehurch^  also  require,  that  stli- 
clents  in  divinity  should  apply  to  the  study  of  the  He- 
brew language ;  but  this  class  having  formerly  beeii< 
taught  in  a  very  superficial  manner,  was  for  many 
years- little  attended  toi  The  present  professor,  ho\v- 
g  3-  ever,,. 
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eyer^  l^ing  desirous  of  restoring  a  branch  of  edocatiMi 
flo  MsefuVi  and  even  necessary,  for  the  clergy,  the  two 
professors  of  dirinity  lately  gare  in  to  the  synod  of 
Aberdeen  a  r^resentation  on  the  subject.  Hie  synod 
accordingly,  earnestly  recommended  toallthesiiidaits 
of  divinity  under  their  inspection^  a  mofe  diligent  ap- 
plication to  that  study,  and  particularly  enjonied  those 
holding  bursaries,  to  give  a  strict  and  regular  attend- 
ance on  the  Hebrew  classes,  during  the  whole  period 
of  their  enjoying  them.  This  recmnmendation,  it  is 
.Jboped^  will  be  attended  with  the  desired  eilect.  The 
,  class  for  Hebrew  in  this  university,  now  meets  twice  a 
day  f^r  five  days  in  the  week,  during  the  whole  period 
of  the  s^sion  of  divinity.  Besides  teaching  the  ele- 
jaients  of  the  language,  and  reading  the  Old  Testament 
with  his  pupils,  the  professor  delivers  discourses  on 
textual  criticism,  Jewish  antiq^uities,  and  other  sob- 
^  jects  connected  with  the  study  of  the '  Hebrew  scrip- 
.  tures.  He  also  teaches  the  Arabic  and  Persic  lan- 
guages, in  which  several  of  iiift  scholars  have  already 
made  considerable  proficiency. 

Medicine. — The  oiSce  of  professor  of  medicine  was 
formerly  considered  almost  as  a  sinecure,  no  lectures 
being  read,  or  any  duty  being  performed,  nnless 
giving  attendance  on  such  of  the  students  as  were 
sick,  or  occasionally  dissecting  such  subjects  as  could 
be  procured.  The  present  professor,  howcTer,  who 
has  been  but  lately  admitted,  proposes,  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  arrangements  can  be  made,  to  deliver  regu- 
lar courses  of  lectures  on  anatomy^  and  other  branches 

of 


«f  mediciiie*    He  is  one  of  the  phy«ciaxis  and  surgeonui 
to  the  isa&rmwty,  where  tliere  is  a  great  deal  of  prac« 
iice  4o  be  obserred  both  in  surgery  and  medkine^  and> 
as  well  as  the  professor  of  chemistry^  and  several  other 
ftbyfticia»s»  receives  a  few  pupils,  who  are  instructed 
ia  the  variotts  departments  of  these  arts.    The  wnnbeir 
.of  st«idents  in  yiedicine  amounts  to  about  thirty,  wiH> 
besides  receiving  the  instructions,  and  seeing  the  pvi- 
viMe  practice  of  the  masters,  attend  daily  the  infiroMuy; 
and  fir^ueatly  enjoy  the  benefit  of  public  dissectiooi^^ 
.They  have  also  formed  among  themselves  a  societ;> 
.  pnder  the  direction  of  their  masters  and  some  of  the » 
.professors,  from  which  they  derive  considerable  ad- 
.-vantage  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies.     H«re  thfB 
members  are  obliged  in  rotation,  at  a  weekly  meeting, 
;to  deliver  discourses  upon  medical  subjects,  which  at 
a  subsequent  meeting  are  submitted  to  general  discuft^ 
.^ion,  every  member  being  required  to  deliver  his  opi*- 
>Bion  concerning  them.     They  have  likewise  collected 
a  very  considerjable  number  of  books  on  medicink?,  and 
jiubjects  connected  with  it,  whkh  are  the  prbperty  of 
the  society.    Along  with  these  advantages,  they  far« 
,tber  eiyoy  that  of  attending  the  professor  of  chemistry^ 
who  gives  a  /regular  course  of  lectures  on  that  subject, 
every  year,  during  the  session  of  college.    The  course, 
■however,  is  by  na  means  conBned  to  medicine,  parti- 
cular attention  being  also  paid  to  the  application  oi 
^j^hemistry  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  manufaq- 
Jkures,  and  the  arts.    The  same  professor  likewise  giyea 
a  course  of  lectures  on  chemical  pharmacy,^ after  tbe^ 
conclusioa  of  the  other.    The  medical  student  too,  has. 

an 
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an  opportanity  of  attending  a  conne  of  botany,  tangbt 
etery  summer  onder  the  patronage  of  Ihe  college,  by 
ii  gentleman  who  enjoys  a  small  salary  from  the  ma* 
gistracy  for  that  purpose. 

With  such  prcTions  education,  these  students  gene^ 
tally  resort  to  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  where  they 
lemain  one  or  more  years,  according  to  their  fortunes 
•r  other  circumstances.  From  thence  they  frequently 
lemove,  without  taking  any  degree,  either  into  the 
•army  or  navy,  or  to  the  British  settlements  abroad ; 
and  after  some  years  practice  apply  to  the  college 
where  they  hare  ^een  educated,  for  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  This  they  frequently  obtain  upon  proper  tes- 
timonials^ their  merit  and  former  characters  being  p<:r« 
fectly  known  to  the  professors.  Degrei^s  in  medicine 
are  also  sometimes  conferred  upon  strangers^  but,  in 
these  cases,  the  formal  attestation  of  two  well  known 
and  respectable  graduates  in  medicine,  are  indispen- 
sibly  requisite ;  and  the  fee,  when  any  is  received,  is 
neyer  less  than  sixteen  pounds,  which  is  divided  be- 
tween the  public  library  and  the  professor  of  medi^ 
cine.  Many  of  these  graduates  have  reflected  the 
highest  credit  on  their  country,  and  some\of  them  now 
enjoy  the  first  honours  and  emoluments  of  the  medical 
prafession ;  and  if,  in  a  few  instances,  it  may  have  been 
otherwise,  the  same  is  believed  to  have  as  frequently 
happened  in  most  other  universities,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad.  Degrees  in  law  and  divinity  are  also  con- 
ferred ;  for  the  first  a  fee  is  sometimes  received  for  be- 
hoof of  the  library  -,  but  for  the  last,  never. 
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J^trmage  of  Offices  and  Salaries. — The  fmtronage  af 
the  oftces  of  principal,  of  the  /our  regents,  and  the 
professor  of  medicine,  was  vested  in  the  family  oi  Msb- 
rischal,  and  fell  to  the  crown  after  the  rebellion  m 
1715,  by  theforfeitureof  that  family.  At  the  same 
time,  almost  all  the  professors  were  ejected  for  their 
attachment  to  the  unfortunate  house  of  Stewart,  having 
bad  the  imprudence;  along  with  maay  members  of 
King's  College,  to  avow  their  parUality  for  the  Pre« 
tender,  by  a  public  address  delivered  to  him  at  Fetter- 
«sso»  even  after  the  rebellion  was  understood  to  be  sup* 
.pressed,  by  thedefeat  of  hisparty  at  Sherif!lmuir.>^Tbe 
patronage  of  the  professorship  of  oriental  languages  be- 
long to  the  family  of  Ramsay  of  Balmain ;  and  those 
of  divinity  ^nd  mathematics  to  the  magistrates  and 
town'cbuAcil  of  Aberdeen ,  .but  th&Iast  has  sometimes 
been  bestowed,  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of  the 
founder,  by  solemn  comparative  trial  among  candi- 
dates convened  by  a  public  program ;  the  professors 
of  mathematics  in  all  the  other  Scots  universities  being 
invited  as  judges*  The  office  of  professor  of  chemistry 
is  under  the  patronage  of  the  university. 

The  chief  part  of  the  salaries  of  the  principal  amd 
regents  arises  from  the  rents  of  lands  and  feu  duties  in 
the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Dominican  and  Carmelite  friars.  These  were  origi* 
nally  of  so  small  value,  that  by  tbe  fpundatiim  charter, 
the  salary  of  the  principal  was  fixed  at  three  chalders 
of  bear,  and  one  hundred  merks  in  money  ;  and  those 
of  the  regents  at  twenty-four  bolls  of  bear,  and  forty 
pounds  Scots  each.    It  has  happened,  however^  from 

the 
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the  rise  in  the  valae  of  lands^  and  especially  from  feuing 
out  for  building  some  -crofts  of  land,  in  and  adjoining 
to  the  town,  that  these  small  salaries  have  been  gra- 
dually augmenting,  and  now  amount  to  about  fifty 
pounds  sterling  for  each  of  the  masters.  To  this  is  to 
be  added  a  sum  of  about  fifty  pounds  more,  arising 
from  Sir  Thomas  Crombie's  mortification,  which  is 
equally  dirided  among  the  principal  and  four  regents. 
In  1 699,  king  William  made  a  grant,  which  has  been 
since  continued,  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterling  per 
annum,  payable  out  of  the  bishop's  rents  of  Aberdeen 
and  Moray;  two- thirds  whereof  were  assigned  to  the 
rollege  of  Old  Aberdeen,  to  enable  theni  to  repair 
their  ruinous  buildings,  and  one- third  to  the  Maris* 
chal  College.  Of  this  money,  certain  specified  sums 
are  appointed  for  the  augmentation  of  salaries,  and 
for  establishing  two  bursaries  in  divinity;  and  the 
remainder,  for  the  payment  of  debts,  and  other  public 
purposes  of  the  university.  These  bursars  are  chosen 
in  the  following  mannner :  Upon  a  vacancy,  the  prin- 
cipals and  professors  of  both  colleges  meet  together, 
and  make  up  a  list  of  three  candidates,  who  have  passed 
through  their  course  tif  philosophy,  and  received  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  at  either  college.  This  list  is  trans- 
mitted to  the  barons  of  exchequer,  who  nominate  one 
of  the  three  to  be  King's  bursar  in  theology ;  and  up- 
on producing  his  presentation,  he  is  admitted  to  the 
'  enjoyment  of  his  bursary,  which  continues  for  four 
years,  and  is  ten  pounds  per  annum.  The  college  also 
•receives  annually  oneliundred  and  five  pounds  sterling, 
under  the  name  of  royal  bounty,  by  virtue  of  a  grant 

from 
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from  queen  Ann>  which  has  been  siace  renewed  at  the 
commencement  of  every  reign>  payable  out  of  the 
civil  establishment  of  Scotland^  and  appointed  to  be 
applied  towards  augmenting  the  salaries  of  the  pro- 
fessors. Yet^  notwithstanding  this  allowance^  and 
that  from  the  bishop^s  rentSi  together  with  the  rents  of 
the  original  college  property,  and  those  arising  from 
Sir  Thomas  Crombie^s  mortification^  none  of  the  sala- 
ries exceed  eighty  pounds  per  annum,  excepting  those 
of  the  principal  and  professor  of  mathematics,  which 
are  upwards  of  one  hundred  pounds.  The  precise 
amount  of  any  of  them  cannot  be  exactly  stated, 
being  subject  to  small  variations,  arising  from  the 
high  or  low  prices  of  grain,  and  other  causes. 

College  Buildings,  fyc, — ^Very  little  now  remains  of 
the  old  Franciscan  monastery,  unless  the  church,  of 
which  the  walls,  with  a  fine  Gothic  window,  are  still 
entire.      Some  years  since,  it  was  shortened  about 
twenty  feet,  a  new  aisle  built  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  students,  and  new  roofed,  at  the  expence  of  the 
town  of  Aberdeen.     It  being  now  their  propert3%^a 
minister  is  appointed  io  it  by  the  magistrates  and  town 
council,  but  without  any  parochial  duty.    The  monas- 
tery having  become  ruinous,  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  buildings  of  the  college  was  constructed  about 
1676^  and  an  additional  wing  in   1739;  but  having 
been  ill  designed,  and  erected  at  different  times,  they 
are  neither  regular,  elegant,  nor  commodious.     They 
contain  a  common  school  of  7  6  feet  by  22 ;  a  public 
ball  and  library  room  of  the  same  dimensions;  a  divi- 
nity 


Bity  hall ;  five  oCber  teliools,  or  teadMig  rottQs;  an 
apftrtiDeat  lately  fiMtd  «p  for  n  mttseum.;  another  for 
l&e  a)>paratttf  tn  natural  philosopliy ;  and  kdgiogs 
for  thf  ee  ef  the  professors.  There  are  alfiO>  detached 
from  the  other  bvtkliiigs,  a  laboratoiy  and  teaefakig 
room  for  the  use  of  the  professor  of  chemistry^  and 
Celling  houses  for  the  tfno  college  serraats. 

In  the  ptfblic  hall  are  a  good  many  paintiBg«,  but 
4ew  ef  any  considerable  merit  There  are  portraits  of 
several  eorereigns  ef  the  family  of  Stvart ;  cyf  the 
founds  of  the  tmiversity ;  of  the  late  earl  MariscbaU 
and  his  brother,  general  Keifh ;  of  the  earl  of  Bate, 
lately'chancellor  of  the  university ;  of  4)ifliK](p  ^ucneu ; 
— ^together  with  one  of  Dr.  Arthur  ^ohnstpn,  and  seve- 
ral others,  by  Jameson. 

Idhrmy,  Museum,  4rc.**-The  Irbrary  originally  con- 
si^ed  of  no  greater  collecti<m  than  what  belcmged  to 
the  Franciscan  friars,  containing  most  of  the  school* 
men  and  monkish  writers,  and  particularly  a  good 
number  of  the  Latin  fathers  in  veUum  MSS.  together 
^ith  seme  few  of  the  claries,  Horace,  Lucan,  Martial, 
&c.  also  in  MSS.  It  aflerivards  received.a  con^derable 
,  addition  from  Dr.  DoncsmiLiddell,  of  the  ancient  physi- 
cians and  mathematicians^  Greek,  Latin,  and  Arab,  and 
of  ^  most  eminent  moderns  who  had  written  on  these 
subjects  in  his  own  tiiQOs.  Its  chief  benefactor,  how- 
ever, was  Mr.  Thomas  Reid,  secretary  for  the  Latin 
language  to  king  James  the  Sixth.  In  bis  travels 
through  the  gi^ater  part  of  Europe,  he  purchased  tbe 
best  editions  of  all  the  classics,  that  w^re  printed  from 
I  tbe 
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the  time  of  Aldus  Manutius^  until  the  year  16\5,  inclu- 
ding the  philosophers,  lawyers^  Greek  and  Latin  fathers, 
with  the  works  of  the  chief  critics,  the  Scaliger?,  Ca- 
saubon,  Lambinus,  &c.  who  ftourished  during  that  pe- 
riod ;  also  several  curious  MSS.  and  particularly  aii 
Hebrew  Bible,  of  most  beautiful  writing,  supposed  by 
Kennicott  to  be  the  work  of  the  12th  century.  This 
entire  collection  he  left  to  the  Marischal  College,  to- 
getherwith  a  salary  for  a  librarian  of  600  merks  per 
annum,  under  the  management  of  the  magistrates  of 
Aberdeen,  but  which  was  afterwards  reduced  to  <£li 
1 3s.  4d.  sterling.  It  has  since  received  considerable 
additions  by  the  libraries  of  several  private  persons, 
particularly  the  Rev.  Mr,  Dunlop,  Dr.  Alexander  Reid, 
Mr.  Lorimer,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Primatt,  with  other 
donations  of  curious  and  valuable  books  of  drawings, 
antiquities,  &c.  from  various  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  universily.  Among  others,  are  the 
ancient  popish  service  book  of  the  cathedral  church  of 
Salisbury,  finely  illuminated,  left  by  bishop  Burnett, 
w  ith  several  other  MSS.,  breviaries,  missals,  &ci  full  of 
miniature  paintings,  and  other  ornaments.  In  1782, 
the  earl  of  Bute,  then  cliancellor,  made  a  present  to  it 
of  about  1 4Q0  volumes,  chiefly  on  medicine,  and  sub- 
jects connected  with  it ;  and  since  that  period,  has  also 
been  received^  the  medical  library  of  the  late  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fordyce  of  London,  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  and 
alumnus  of  this  college.  The  late  Dr.  Donaldson, 
professor  of  oriental  languages,  also  bequeathed  to  it 
his  collection  of  books  in  that  department  ofliterature.^ 
In  the  charter  chest  are  preserved  some  of  the  papal 
bulls  and  foundation  charters  belongiojg  to  the  Fran- 
h  cis(^an 
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ciscan,  Doniiiitcan,  and  Carmelite  monasteries,  toge- 
ther with  the  ancient  writings  and  title-deeds  of  the 
lands  and  feu-duties  bestowed  very  liberally  on  some 
of  these  societies,  from  the  begini^ng  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  down  to  the  reformation.  .  Some  of  these 
are  curious,  and  serve  to  throw  considerable  hght  on 
the  ancient  state  of  this  city  and  its  neighbourhood. 
Here  also  is  preserved  an  authentic  instrument  drawn 
up  and  subscribed  by  seven  public  notaries,  containing 
an  accurate  description  of  the  Regalia  of  Scotland, 
upon  occasion  of  their  being  lodged  in  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh,  at  the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  which  was 
deposited  at  that  time  among  the  college  archives,  by 
the  earl  Marischal. 

The  museum  contains  a  small,  but  increasing  collec- 
tion of  specimens  in  the  various  departments  of  natural 
history,  especially  in  mineralogy ;  also  a  good  many 
serpents  and  other  animal  productions,  preserved  in 
spirits ;  together  with  a  considerable  number  and  va* 
riety  of  natural  and  artificial  curiosities.  Among  other 
articles  are  an  Egyptian  mummy,  in  very  bad  preser- 
vation ;  a  beautiful  antique  statue  of  Esculapius  ;  the 
staff  of  office  belonging  to  the  earls  Marischal  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  a  set  of  casts  of  ancient  gems  selected  from 
Tassie's  vast  collection.  Here  is  also  an  elegant  gold 
box,  presented  by  the  earl  of  Buchan  to  the  university 
in  1769,  inclosing  a  silver  pen,  for  which  a  competition 
is  annually  held  among  the  students  of  the  Greek  class, 
and  the  successful  candidate  rewarded  by  a  present  of 
a  book,  and  a  silver  medal  with  his  name  inscribed  on 
it,  appended  to  the  pen.  There  are  likewise  kept 
here,  the  dies  and  some  copies  of  a  goW  medal,  with  a 

suitable 
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suitable  device  anointed  by  the  will  of  the  late  John 
Gray,  Esq.  of  London,  to  be  bestotved  on  such  of  his 
mathematical  bursars  as  sliould  discover  an  uncommon 
genius  for  these  sciences,  upon  certification  by  the 
professor,  that  they  have  produced  some  invention  or 
improvement  therein,  deserving  of  this  mark  of  dis- 
tinction. The  premium  has  hitherto  been  only  once 
conferred,  viz.  in  1795,  in  favoar  of  Mr.  James  Skene, 
noWLin  a  medical  depai  tment  in  the  East  Indies.  Th« 
medal  is  «f  the  weight  of  two  ounces  of  gold.  To 
these  may  be  added  the  common  seal  of  the  university, 
bearing  the  arms  of  the  famiiy  of  Marischal,  and  of 
the  city  of  Aberdeen,  united  :  the  crest,  rather  ex- 
pressive of  the  vanity  of  the  inTemors,  is^  a  meridian 
son,  with  the  m<|tto,  **  Liceo/' 

The  apparatus  for  teaching  oatural  philosopivy,  iti 
anechanics,  hydrostatics,  pneumatics,  optics,  electri- 
city; &c.  is  esteemed  very  complete,  and  perhaps  equal 
|0  any  in  the  united  kingdosi.  Among  other  articles, 
it  contains  a  large  callectioo  of  siodeb  of  the  most 
useful  machines  in  various  arts  and  manufactures,  of 
the  be^t  workmanship,  -and  with  the  latest  improve- 
Bi^its.  For  this  collection  the  college  is  indebted  t» 
a  liberal  grant,  continued  for  several  years,  from  the 
board  of  trustees  for  promoting  fi^ries  and  manufac* 
tares  in  Scotland.  All  the  models,  together  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  apparatus,  have  been  executed  by 
aa  artist  of  this  city,  under  the  direction  of  the  present 
professor.  By  means  of  this  extensive  apparatus,  he 
is  enabledi  besides  his  regular  course  of  scientific  lec- 
tures, to  give  occasionally  a  popular  course  of  experi- 
mental philosophy>  the  chief  object  of  which  is,  tlie 
h.  2.  practical 
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practical  application  of  this  science  to  the  arts,  and  the 
common  purposes  of  life. 

Observatory, — A  small  but  commodious  observatovy 
was  erected  on  the  Castle-hill  of  Aberdeen  in  the  ye^r 
1781,  upon  a  spot  of  ground  granted  by  the  ma^strates 
for  that  purpose,  and  finished  and  furnished  with  in- 
struments by  the  benevolent  assistance  receiTcd  from 
the  earl  of  Bute,  then  chancellor  of  the  university,  but 
chiefly  by  contributions  from  the  gentlemen  of  the 
town  and  neighbouring  country.  It  consisted  of  two 
circular  rooms,  of  about  113  feet  diameter,  having 
noveable  roofs  and  apertures  for  the  observations ;  to 
which  was  afterwards  added  a  third  apartment  for  the 
equatorial  instrument  and  other  apparatus.  It  was 
provided  with  the  following  instruments: 

A  transit  telescope,  of  four  feet  focus,  and  three  in- 
ches aperture ;  by  Ramsden. 

A  moveable  quadrant,  of  two  feet  radios,  made  by 
Macculloch,  and  divided  with  great  accuracy,  by 
Troughton. 

A  very  superb  equatorial  instrument,  with  circles  of 
eighteen  inches  diameter,  originally  made  by  Stsson; 
but  afterwards  divided  anew,  and  ah  achromatic  teles- 
cope, with  refraction  apparatus,  added  by  Ramsden. 

A  double  achromatic  telescope,  of  four  feet  focus, 
and  two  and  three  fourth  inches  aperture,  moving  on 
a  polar  axis,  and  having  a  divided  object  glites  micro- 
meter ;  by  Dollond. 

A  Newtonifm  reflecUng  telescope,  of  five  feet  focus, 
by  Heame :  and  a  twelve  inch  Gregorian  telescope, 
by  Short. 


•  A  dat  keeper,  wkb  a  GrklwoB  pendtthmij.by  Ma% 
Tiott. 

Aaassiatmt  clockf  for  coimtH^  the  mioutes  and  se- 
candM,  by  the  stnike  of  a  iuLmner  upon  beUs ;  made 
by  Oartly,  AbefdecB :  abK>»  an  atarin  dock,  btroaM>* 
ttt,  tbecwonMier,  &c.  Tbe  Mpiatoriail  and  traiHit  in* 
fitrunents  were  ppeaeated  by  tb«  «arl  of  Bute.  An 
asbunomical  dock,  «Z;btbitiBg  Tat ious  motions  of  the 
cekstial  bodies.     Also,  an  orrery. 

in  ilie  observatory,  the  coastmctkn  asd  adjustmejite^ 
of  the  difiefent:  iDStnimeBts,  the  method  of  makiag^b* 
aerratioRS,  with  the  takulotioos  and  results  deduced 
horn  them,  were  expliuned  to  tbe  students^  Here  i^- 
ao  a  regular  series  t>f  observations  was  kept  for  seve* 
ral  years,  of  somre  of  which,  rating  to  the  ictigtUsdb 
and  btstode  of  the  observatory,  the  result  is  pubhsbed 
by  Dr.  Mackay,  by  whom  maiiy  of  tbem  were  taken,, 
ki  the  4th  volume  of  the  £diabargh  PhilosophtcaL 
Transactieas. 

Tbe  waat  of  accoaimodation  for  an  observer,  and 
the  distance  of  the  observatory  from  tiie  coUege,  which< 
cwas  considerable,  rendering  a  constant  course  of  ob- 
servations almost  impracticable,  only  such  as  were  of 
.iflsportanoe  continued,  afterwanis  to  be  taken,  until 
about  two  years  since,  when  the  situation  being  judged 
necessary  to  be  included  in  the  space  of  ground  atloited 
for  the  boiUiog  of  barracks,  and  the  very  spot  wanted 
for  a  powder  magazine^  it  was  of  course  demolished. 
From  a  proper  representation,  howev€r>  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, by  the  earl  of  Mansfield,  ^ate  chancellor 
of  the  university,  a  sum  of  money  has  been  obtained 
from  government,  as  ani  itidemnificatton  for  tike  loss 
h3  sustained> 
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toftaioed,  and  to  enable  the  college  to  boiM  an  obser- 
vatory in  another  place.    With  this  money,  a  large 
apartment  is  now  constnieting  over  a  part  of  the  col« 
lege  buildings,  which*  from  its  commanding  a  mere 
complete  view  of  the  horizon — from  its  contigaity, 
and  other  conveniences,   is  expected  to  answer  tbe 
purposes  of  an  observatory  even  better  than  the  fop* 
ner.     Its  height  above  the  level  of  the  coort  is  about 
sixty  feet ;  but  such  is  the  pesiti<Mi|  extent,  and  solidity 
of  the  intersecting  walls,  that,  excepting  perhaps  in 
the  case  of  violent  storms,  when  observatiims  can  sel* 
dom  be  taken  in  any  sitoation>  it  is^  expected,  that  with 
fMToper  precanttons,  the  instruments  will  be  as  little 
^able  to  tremor  as  before.     Here  will  be  a  room  of 
about  ibrty  feet  by  eighteen,  with  three  small  cnpe- 
ias,  two  of  these  being  moveable  for  the  quadrant  and 
equatorial,  and  the  third  fixed  for  the  transit  in&tni- 
ment.     Adjoining  to.  this  room  is  a  small  balcony,  for 
taking  observations  of  eclipses,  &c.  in  the  open  air, 
'with  the  telescope,  and  within  hearing  of  the  assistant 
clock.    In  this  room  will  also  be  contained  a  collcH:tioti 
of  books  on  the  mathematical  sciences,  purchased  with 
a  small  fund  appropriated  to  that  peculiar  purpose  by 
Br.  Liddel,  who  endowed  the  mathematical  professoB- 
ship.. 

Eminent  Persons^-^Among  the  persons  ^isthaguisbed 
by  superior  rank  or  literary  reputation,  who  have  re- 
ceived their  education  at  this  university,  or  have  held 
''offices  in  it,  n^ay  be  mentioned  the  follow4ng  names  : 

Mr.  Thomas  Reid,  Latin  secretary  to  king  James 
the  Sixth,  who  was  before  takeii  notice  of,*  a^  having 

bequeathed 
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bequeathed  to  it  bis  whole  collection  of  hookn,  and 
founded  the  office  of  librarian. 

Sir  Robert  Gordon  of  Strfiloch^  an  eminent  scholai^ 
who  poblished  the  first  accorate  set  of  maps  of  this 
part  of  the  kingdom^  towards  the  middle  of  the  last 
century.  -^  . 

Giibertua  Jacchaetts,  or  Jack,  M.  D.  who  writes  on 
physics  and  metaphysics,  and  died  professor  of  phild* 
sophy  in  the  nnurersily  of  Leydeo,  in  1 626. 

Br.  Patrick  Dan,  the  pupil  and  fxiend  of  Dr.  Liddet 
who  writes  on  medicine^  in  which  he  received  a  degree 
at  Basil  in  1607.  He  bequeathed  very  ample  funds 
for  the  support  of  the  grammar  school  of  Aberdeeiv 
and  expended  a  considerable  sum  in  repairing  the  col- 
lege buildings,  of  which  be  was  principal,  and  died  ia 

Dr.'Williain  Johnston,  of  the  family  of  Caskiebeiv 
who,  after  having  taught  philosophy  in  the  university 
of  Sedan,  was  the  first  person  who  occupied  the  mathe- 
mathical  chair  in  this  university.  Also  his  younger 
brother. 

Dr.  Arthur  Johnston,  author  of  the  w«ll  known 
translation  of  the  Psalms,  and  other  elegant  Latin 
poems.  Having  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at 
Padua  in  1610,  he  afterwards  settled  in  France^  where 
be  remained  until  about  1633,  and  then- returning  to 
his  own  country,  was  appointed  physician  to  king 
Charles,  the  First.  He  died  at  Oxford  in  1641. 
.  Pr.  Gilbert  Burnett,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  weM 
known  author  of  many  works,  whose  valuable  dona- 
tions to  the  college  were  formerly  mentioned 

Dr.  James^  ^^fS^lJi  pr^f^^ssor  of.  mathematics  in  the 

imiversity. 


«ifrenity  of  St  Andrewi^  and  «ftenraid»  mtfaBi«f 
Edinbttrgh,  and  inventor  of  Uie  jreflecting  u^etcope, 
'namad  ft«m  him  the  Gregoridn* 

Dr.  Robert  Mornon^  an  erohie&t  amtar  on  tetBoyr 
Oif  which  he  was  appoinlad  vogtus  frofeswr  ia  the  imi» 
Tersity  of  Oxford. 

.'  Mr.  James  Gihbs,  tbe  arcintoct,  who  gave  Che  de> 
mgma  for  many  churches  ia  London,  and  other  public 
buildings,  particulaHy  ipr  (he  Raddifib  library  at  0&- 
Jbrd,  which  rS  fsoeh  admired. 

«  Ilr«  John  Arbullinott,  physimn  to  tpmen  Ann*  the 
tetiniate  Iricnd  of  Pope  and  Swif^  and  aadior  of  seye- 
#al  worker 

Dr.  James  Mackensie,  physicvsn  in  Landon^  anther 
of  the  Hiatory  of  Health,  &c.  ^ 

Mr.  Colin  Maclaurin,  who  held  the  office  of  profes- 
sor of  mathematics  in  llus  university,  aad  afterwards 
Temoved  to  £dinh«rgh  in  n27. 
- '  Tiie  h^  George  ear4  Marischal  of  Scotland,  whoee 
lestates  wene  forfeited  in  171 5«  and  who  died  at  Berlin 
in  1778,.  and  his  brother. 

General  Keith,  6eld  marisehal  in  the  service  of 
Prossia^  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hochkircfaea, 

■     To  these  onght  to  be  added,. 

Dr.  Thomas  Blackweil,  author  of  Jthe  Life  of  Homer, 
Court  of  Augustus,  &c.     Also». 

Dr.  George  Campbell,  lately  deceased,  whose  wn- 
elngs  are  well  known;  both  principaiS  of  the  univer- 
sity. 

Dr.  James  Beattie,  late  professor  of  moral  philoeo- 
^hy,  whose  wxiUags  are  abo  well  known. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  James  Hay  BeaUie;  aon  of  Che  former,  professor 
of  history  and  Latin  literature  in  this  uniyersHy. 

Another  eminent  literarjr  character.  Dr.  Thomas 
Reid,  late  emeritus  professor  of  philosophy  in  the 
university  of  Glasgow,  also  'received  his  education 
here,  where,  being  descended  from  Secretary  Beid, 
fori^erly  mentioned,  he  enjoyed  the  office  of  librarian 
for  several  years. 

Dr.  Alexander  Gerard,  author  of.  Essays  on  Taste, 
Genius,  &c.  who  successively  held  the  offices  of  pro* 
fessor  of  moral  philosophy  and  divinity  in  this  univer« 
sity.     Also, 

Mr.  James  Beattie,  late  professor  of  natural  history, 
&c. 

Ih'esent  Members  qf  the  Unwemtjf.-^lhe  right  ho- 
nourable William  Lord  Auckland,^  chancellor. 

Thfe  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Grant,  Bart,  lord  rector. 

Alexander  Forbes  Irviaj^i  £$q.  of  Schivas,  advocate, 
dean  of  faculty. 

James  Hadden,  Esq.  the  Rev.  John  Rose,  minister 
of  Udny,  Dr.  William  Ruddiman  of  London,  and  Dr. 
Calder  of  Paddington.  assessors  to  the  lord  rector. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  William  Laurence  Brown,  princi[ial, 
and  professor  of  divinity.  ^ 

Mr.  Geoiige  Glennie,  professor  of  moral  philosophy. 

Mr.  Patrick  Copland,  professor  of  mathematics. 

Dr.  Robert  Hamilton,  professor  of  natural  philosophy. 

Mr.  John  Stuart,  professor  of  Greek. 

Dr.  James  Davidson,  professor  of  natural  and  civil 
history. 

Dr.  William  Livingston,  professor  of  medicine. 

Dr. 
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Sf .  George  French,  professor  of  cfaemistry .    An  J, 
Mr.  James  Kidi,  prefeasor  of  ari«aattal  languages. 

lnipivD€u»ent*  mggcHed,^^!  the  improvemeiiis  &u]l 
WMiltDg  to  render  tiie  txiarse  of  education  more  com- 
plete in.this  iwhrertity,  the  p«hlic  will  ia  some  mea- 
sare  be  enabled  to  fidge  from  the  foregoing  account  of 
it;  the  following*  however^  ^re  briefly  suggested  for 
ibetr  constderaAkm. 

The  eatabliahment  of  w^mt  wrw  professorships  is 
•hnaoaly  neoesaary  foor  this  pwrpese,  partieolwly  one 
for  humanity  or  the  Latin  language,  unless  such  an 
surangemflat  anikl  be  adopted,  as  woi^d  enable  Ihe 
present  professors  of  language  to  extend  their  instruc- 
tions to  the  other  classes,  as  well  as  those  immediately 
under  their  care.  This  appears  the  more  necessary, 
as  it  is  suspected  that  the  knowledge  of  Latin  is  rather 
on  the  decline  oyer  all  thk  part  of  the  united  kingdom  ; 
which  may  be  imputed  in  part  to  children  being  seat 
to  school,  and  thence  to  the  university  at  too  early  an 
9igc ;  but  chiefly  tp  the  present  tatuation  of  the  paro- 
chial schools.  Here  the  emoluments  are  so  very  inad- 
equate to  the  decent  support  of  a  public  teacher,  that 
they  are  chiefly  occupied  by  boys  at  college,  or  others 
still  worse  qualified ;  and  in  such  circumstances,  no 
one  will  chuse  to  remain  longer  tlum  he  can  find  ano- 
ther employment  more  advantageous. 

in  the  medical  department  there  are  already  two 
professors;  but  to  establish  any  tolerable  schocd  of 
physic,  several  others  wook)  be  necessary. '  A  pro- 
fessor of  astronomy  would  also  make  an  useful  addition 
to  the  present  number,  as  the  various  subjects  taught 
'-  by 
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by  the  profesBors  of  mathematics  and  natvral  philcoo* 
phy  kacvethem  but  very  Iklle  leifore  lor  teaching  this 
agreeahie  and  usefyl  science.  A  ready  Airnnahed  ob- 
servatory alsoalfiiirds  great  enconragemeiit  for  such  aa 
establiatoient^  where  the  same  perton  might  be  folly 
employed  in  makiag  and  recording  a  vegolar  seri^  of* 
obserTStians.  It  wOuld  hkevrise  be  of  very  great  aer* 
rice  to  the  course  of  educatiotl,  thht  a  separate*  profess 
sorship  Wto  eslabli^d  for  the  stady^  of  rhetoric  and 
the  belles  lettres ;  and  in  the  tfaeologtoal  d|^artment» 
another  for  eccksiastkal  history. 

An  addition 4o  the  buildings  of  the  college  would 
also  be  rery  tis^l,  the  ptosent  consisting  of  too  few 
apartments,  and  being  otherwise,  incommodious.  For 
this  purpose  the  funds  of  the  college  are  totally  inad- 
equate, being  scarcely  sufficient  to  answer  the  expence 
of  necessary  repairs.  The  annual  sum  permitted  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Ittbrary  »  very  »nall, 
and  now  that,  the  price  of  books  is  so  much  increased, 
will  by  no  means  admit  of  the  purchase  of  many  xaAm^ 
able  modem  works.  Nor  has.  the  Marischal  College 
even  the  full  benefit  arising  from  the  books  entered  in 
Stationers'  hall,  as  only  one  copy  being  sent  to  Aber- 
deen, tbQ  right  of  keeping  them  has  been  adjudged  to 
the  senior  university,  though  they  are  declared  to  be 
the  joint  property  of  bo^.  For  the  chemical  class 
likewise,  there  being  no  public  fand  for  supplying  ^ 
utensils  and  instruments,  ail  apparatus  is  wanted*  more 
complete  and  on  a  larger  scale  than  the  oiie  presently 
in  use,  furnished  at  the  private  ^a:pence  of  the  pro« 
fessor. 

Another  improvement,  which  has  been  frequently 

proposed^ 
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propoied,  batfrom  prejudice,  the  resaltof  ttictent  cus- 
tom, never  carried  into  efifect,  is  the  prolongation  of 
the  session  of  college.  At  present,  it  continues  only 
for  fire  months,  which,  besides  being  attended  with 
other  inconvenieDces,  obliges  the  professors  to  meet 
with  the  stodents  no  fewer  than  three  times  a  day,  and 
to  conduct  amkroBclude  their  courses  more  rafudly  than 
would  be  necessary  in  a  longer  session.  This,  with  almost 
any  other  deviation  from  former  practice,  can  only  be 
made  by  the  mutual  consent  of  both  universities,  which 
from  various  circumstances,  is  not  always  to  be  expect- 
ed* In  this  case  too,  such  an  alteration  might  be  un- 
favourably received  even  by  the  public,  who  have  been 
long  accustomed  to  the  present  period  ;  especially 
from  its  occasioning  less  expence  to  the  parents,  and 
being  better  suited  to  the  low  state  of  many  of  the 
borsaries. 

The  best  and  most  natural  remedy  for  these,  or  other 
imperfections  in  the  present  state  of  both  univ^ersities, 
would  perhaps  be  found,  in  bringing  about  that  uAion 
of  them,  which  has  been  so  frequently  attempted.  By 
such  means,  every  deficiency  in  the  number  of  profes- 
sorships might  be  amply  supplied,  and  a  complete 
seminary  of  education  in  every  useful  science,  at  once 
established,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  northern  parts 
of  Scotland.  The  united  number  of  students  would 
by  no  means  exceed  those  in  various  other  colleges, 
while  the  very  low  rate  of  board  and  lodging  would 
enable  many  young  men  to  prosecute  the  study  of  law 
or  medicine,  who  cannot  afibrd  the  expence  to  be  ia- 
curred,  by  attending  some  of  our  other  universities. 

No. 
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CHARTER  OF  CONFIRMATION    • 

GRANTED  BY 

KING  eHARLES  THE  FIRST, 

TO 

THE  BURGH  OF  ABERDEEN, 

OTU   SBPTEMBBRf    1638. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith ;  to 
all  good  men  of  the  whole  earth,  whether  clergy  or 
hicks,  greeting :  KNOW  YE,  That  we  (being  many 
years  pa^t  our  full  and  advanced  age,  and  having 
thereafter,  and  beyond  the  same,  made  both  our  spe<* 
cial  and  general  revocation  in  parliament),  consider- 
ing that  our  illustrious  ancestors,  of  immortal  memory, 
erected  the  burgh  of  ABERDEEN  (one  of  the  most 
ancient  and  illustrious  burghs  in  all  our  kingdom  of 
Scotland),  into  a  free  and  royal  burgh,  AND  GAVE 
AND  GRANTED  to  the  provost,  bailiies,  counseliours, 
burgesses  and  community  thereof,  .and  to  their  suc- 
cessors, THE  SAME  BURGH,  with  severall  lands« 
heritages,  tenements,  houses,  buildings,  milnes,  fish* 
ings,  privileges,  .liberties  and  immunities,  pertaining 
and  belonging  thereto,  by  valid  infeftments,  rights, 
and  securities,  made  and  granted  thereupon  to  the^a 
and  their  predecessors,  as  the  same  at  more  lengtb 
i  purport; 
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puiport:  ACCORDING  WHEREUNTO,  the  said 
proTOst,  baillies,  counsellors,  burgesses,  and  commu- 
nity of  our  said  burgb,  and  their  predecessors,  HOLD, 
and  bi^ve  HOLDEN,  the  £oiressMd  buj-gb,  lands,  wines, 
iishings,  and  others  belonging  thereto,  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  same  in  all  time  bygone  :  From 
whence,  and  from  the  erection  of  the  said  burgh  into 
a  free  and  royal  burgh,  and  endowing  the  same  with 
the  liberties  and  privileges  aforesaid ;  by  the  virtae, 
industry,  and  diligence  of  the  worthy  inhabitants 
thereof,  endowed  with  virtue,  the  saki  burgh  is  be- 
come a  populous  city,  fistmoo^  for  humanity  and  re- 
nown, and  much  extolled  above  all  other  burghs  and 
cities  whatisoever  in  the  noithern  part  of  oar  said 
kingdom  ;  and  which  QflR)rds  and  supplies  abundantly 
towards  the  furnishing  of  kxiging  and  entertatniQent 
for  all  our  subjects  at  their  yearly  and  termly  meet- 
ings, and  other  councils  and  conventions^  as  wedl  pub- 
lick  as  private^  which  are  holden  there :  and  which 
is  well  able  to  defend  (^s  in  a  sanctuary)  ouv  4)ppre3- 
sed  subjects,  when  they  resort  thither  out  of  the  nor- 
thern and  mountainous  places,  lying  towards  the  said 
burgh  :  -So  that,  by  the  civility,  good goveriament,  and 
diligence  of  the^magistrates  of  the  said  burgh,  the  same 
ha-th  become  most  flourishing,  to  the  very  great  ad- 
vantage of  the  inhabitants,  and  our  other  subjects 
thereabout,  whose  children  have  plentiful!  educaiion  in 
letters,  arts,  and  callings  of  all  kin4  WE  THERE- 
FORE, being  rather  solikitous  that  .^e  said  burgh 
should  daily  Nourish,  and'  that  the  remts,  HbertMs^  and 
securities  made  thereto  by  our  predecessors,  should  be 
amplified  .and  extended,  than  that  they  shguld  be  dfi- 

dimmished 
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minishcd  any  mannerof  way :  with  the  special  advice 
ami  cdnsent  of  our  beloved  and  nosi  faithful  cou^n 
and  counsetlour^  Johm,  earl  of  Traqutsir,  lord  Linton 
and  Oaberston,  oar  principal  thrcasaarer,  comptrolkr* 
and  collector  of  our  ktifgdom  of  Scotland,  and  threa* 
saorer  of  oar  new  aagmcnttttioAs  ;    as  also,  of  our 
fatthfttl  coumelfour.  Sir  James  Carnuchael,  of  that  ilk, 
kntght-baron^c,  our  depute  in  these  oQkes ;  and  of  tie 
rest  ^  the  lords  and  others  ocrr  coanmiasioners  of  jDur 
exchequer  ef  that  ear  fciagdom^'^-to  have  ratiEed,  ap*^ 
pmv«ii;  and  by  tiiis  enr  present  charter,  confirmed  : 
And  by  the  tenor  hereof,  we  ratifi«  and  approve,  ami 
far  ua    and    oar   sncoesBeTS    hr    ever,   CONFIRM 
a  CMABTTER  made,  given,  and  granted,    by   our 
omqubrle  dearest  htker,  Jarm,  by  the  ^race  of  God, 
king'  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  of  immor- 
tai  mensory,  with  consent  of  his  principal  threasurer, 
^^taservcr-depnte,  aaci  of  the  rest  of  the  lords  of  bis 
aeereir  coancil,  his  comaussioners  for  the  tinse,  under 
his  great  seal,  dated  at  Falkland,  the  seventeenth  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  nx  hundred  and  seventeen ;  where- 
by dor  said  dearest  father,  with  advice  and  consent 
Ibsesaid,  for  the  causes  tberein  cdntained,  not  only  ra«- 
ti0ed,  approved,  and  confirmed,  all  and  sundry  char*- 
ters,  infbftments,  precepts,  and  instrumtnts  of  sieasine, 
coiiftrmatioBs,  acts,  sentences,  decreets^  gifts,  exempt- 
tMi6>  rights,  titks,  securities,  letters,  writes,  evidents, 
pfnMtA,  Hborties,  advantages,  immunities,  and  privtl^es 
tbetiem  mentioned,  made,  granted,  or  cox^rraed,  by 
Qwr  aahi  dearest  liaiher,  and  his  most  illustrious  prede^* 
cessow9,  kings  and  queens  of  Scotland,  or  tlieir  govern 
i  2-  nour^r^ 
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noon,  regents,  or  lords  of  mssiob  for  the  tim«|  to  ouf 
KsUdburgh-of  Aberdeen,  the  provost,  baillies,  aldermen, 
deans  of  giHl4,  tbreatarers,  counaellours,  bargesaes  and 
commiH^ky  thereof;  and  to  the  churches,  mitiiiters, 
and  hospitals  of  the  same,  and  to  their  successors,  oC 
whatsoever  form  or  femU,  content  or  contents,  date  or 
dates,,  respectively,  the  same  be  of.  AND  SPECIAL* 
LY,  withrout  prejudice  of  the  generality  foresaid,  th^ 
particular  charters,  infcftments,  decreets,  donations, 
exemptions,  acts,  writes,  evidents,  and  others,  8pe« 
ciaily  and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  said  charter, 
the  grants,  donations,  privileges,  liberties,  ai}d  immuni- 
ties respectively  therein  contained- ;  with  all  and  son- 
dry  other  charters,  infeftmenis^  grants,  gifb,  privileges, 
immunities,  rights,  acts  of  parliament,  and  general 
conventions;  sentences  and  decreets  of  privy*  council, 
given  and  granted  by  our  said  umquhile  deepest  faUier, 
and  his  roost  illustrioos  progenitors,  or  l^  any  other 
person  or  persons,  to,  and  in  fevours  of,*  the  provost, 
aldermen,  bailUes,  counsellours,  and  community  of  our 
said  burgh  of  Aberdeen  for  the  time,  and  their  prede- 
cessors and  successors  whatsoever,  concerning  the 
erection  of  our  said  burgh  into  a  free  royal  burgh, 
with  all  rights,  titles,  and  privileges  thereto  belongings 
and  incumbeiA  by  the  kws  and  custom  of,  our  said 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  with  all  lands,  tenements, 
^orrests,  woods,  muirs.  marishes,  commonties,  waters, 
salmon  fishings,  milnes,  aatrict  multures,  castles,  mea- 
dows,  lochs,  hills,  greens,  forts,  blockhouses,  ancho- 
rages, bell-customs,  and  other  customs  ;  weights,  iron- 
weights,  measures,  and  other  profits^  casualties  and 

duties 
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Aftiei  wtiat9oer?er,  which  ft>rni«r)y  beltm^  te  <mp  s^ 
borgh  of  AbeFdeen>  and  wbteh  they  dr  th«r  pre(teceff-  ■ 
sow,  ortheir  tint^rs^  possessed  or  used  in  any  time  by* 
gone.     BUT  ALSO,  cttiv  said  iimquhil^  dtearext  father, 
wHIi  donsent  foresaid^  of  nevf  gave»  granted,  erected'; 
amIcKsponed,  to  the  satds  provost,  baillies,  counsellours', 
btrrgess^  and  community  of  oar  said  burgh  of  Aber- 
deen, and  their  successors  ibr  ever,  all  and  haitt  the - 
saHl' burgh  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  precinct,  walls,  fous*- 
stes;,  ports,  ways,  streets,  passag^s^  and  all  and  sondrjr 
hdtrses,  biggings,  yairds,  tenements,  crofts,  acres,  and^ 
roods  of  lands,  within  the  territory  of  our  said  burgh. 
AS  AL9(>,  all  and  sundry,  the  common  lands  belong- 
ing^ and  pertaining  to  our  said  burgh  ;  with  the  wholift^* 
ititirrs>  marishes,  meadows,  party,  pendicles,  and  perti- 
iients>  of  old  called  the  Fom't^  of  Sitockei,  with  the 
vroed'tbereaf  withfn  the  Itmits^  ottarehes,  and  bounds^ 
thereof,  as  the  same  wee  then  occupied  and  possessed 
l^y  the  saw!  provost,  bafHies>  coansellofirs»  and  com« 
naunity,  and  wore  iii^use  to  be  yearly  rode  and  peram^ 
l>atftte.     All  and  whole  the  lands  of  l2!Bdt>^m ;    all' 
anci  whole  the  lands  of  Owiws,  wkh  the  tofts,  crofts, 
IWHises,  biggingSi  parts,  pendicles^  and  pertinents  oP 
rite  s^me.     All  and  whole  the  waters  of  De&  and  Don, 
and'*  sahnon-fishtngs  thereof,  within  akid^  thorrow  th& 
•vvfiole  boundsj  parts,  and  marches  thereof,  as^  the  same 
t^crre  then  occupied  and  possessed  by  the  said  provost 
stnd'  bafHies^  counselburt  and  community,  and  their 
teriAnt^    and  servants,    and   partirularly  the  salmon 
Hflrfriiigs  upon  the  s^th  ritrers  of  Dee  and  Don,  spe- 
ofdlly  and  particularly  mentioned  and  expressed  in 
tticr  ilaid   charter,  within  the  bounds,  marches,  and 

i  3  limits^, 


109  AFPEHDIX,  NO.  lib 

limits,  and  possessed  in  manner  sperified  in  tbe  same 
charter.    Together  with  all  and  sundry  «Acti(b  and  m* 
ches  within  and  upon  the  saids  waters  o€  Bee  and  Don, 
and   with   privilege  and  liberty  6f  building  ahallst 
drawing,  spreading,  and  drying  nets,  upon  both  sidea 
of  the  saids  waters  respectively,  as  our  said  bargh,and 
the  provost,  bail  lies,  counsellours  and  comnQiantty  there- 
of, and  their  predecessors,  possessors,  and  occopiem  of 
the  said  fishings,  were  formerly  in  use  and  possesskm. 
of.     AS  ALSO,  with  privilege  and  liberty  of  having 
:and  holding  boats  and  ferry-boats,,  one  or  more,  upon 
the  said  waters  of  Dee  and  Don>  and  in  wbatsoerer 
places  and  parts  thereof,  for  transporting  our  lieges 
and  subjects,  and  their  goods  and  beasts,  where  the  said 
provost,  baillies,  and  counsellours  of  our  said  burgh 
shall  appoint  and*  think  fit ;  with  all  duties,  f^pes,  and 
advantages  belonging  to,  and  incumbent  upon  the 
saids  boats.     All  and  sundry  the  common  milnes  of 
the  said  burgh,   to  wit,  the  two  milnes  within  our  said 
l>urgh,  called  the  Upper  and  Nether  Milnes  ;  other  two 
juilnes  without   our  said  burgh,    called  the  Justkt 
Milnes ;  and  two  other  milnes  lying  within  the  free- 
dom of  our  said  burgh — one  of  them  called  the  Nc» 
Milne,  upon  Bucksburn  ;    and  the  other  caHed  the 
JVipw  Mi/ne  upon. the  Denburn;  and  the  Wm4mijtae  ^\ 
the  Gallowgate-head  of  our  said  burgh;    with  tbe 
snultures  and  sequels  of  the  said  milnes,  of  all  grain 
growing  upon  all  and  sundry,  the  crofts,  acr«8,  and 
lands  of  the  community  of  i  our  said  burgh,  and  with* 
in  the  freedom  and  territory  thereof,  and  of  all  grain 
iieitaining  and  belonging  to  the. burgesses  and  inhabi- 
tants 
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taiils  ef  our  said  biirgh,  tbaling  fire  and  water  within  ' 
the  saaie.    All  «ad  whole  the  Cattk-kiU,  Green  Mes^ 
dcntf,  and  sahurb  called  Foottie,  with  the  chapel  there* 
of;  and  all  the  boats  and  Bshings  of  white  fishes  be- 
loDging  thereto ;  and  with  the  harbour  for  ships,  port, 
blockhouse,  and  shore  of  the  said  burgh ;  aqueducts 
and  passages  thereof ;  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
same,  ^cially  mentioned  in  the  said  charter:  toge* 
ther  with  all  and  sundry  the  bell  customs,  and  other 
customs  and  tolls  of  our  said  burgh,  used  and  wont  ^. 
with  weights  and  ti90n*  weights  of  our  said  burgh  9  fees 
sukI  duties  belonging  thereto  ;.  and  with   all  other  ^ 
wciights^and  measures^  liberties,  privileges,  and  immu«- 
nities  belonging  to  our  said  burgh.    ANI>  SP£CIAL« 
LY,  certain  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities,  men- 
tioned in  the  said  charter,  concerhmg  our  said  burgh, 
and  the  i^vernment  thereof,  by  which  charter  above* 
mentioned,  all  and  sundry  annual  rents ;  -feu  farms ;.. 
yearly  dolies;   akarages,  lands,  fishings,  tenements, 
houses,  croftsr  and  chaplainries,  which  of  old  pertained 
to  the  chapels    of   Saint  Nicolas's  parish  church  o£ 
Aberdeen^  were  also  given,  granted,  and  disponed  to 
the  saids<  provost,  baiUies,  counsellours,  and  commu- 
nity ol^ur  said  burgh  of -Aberdeen,  and  their  succes- 
sors ;  with,  all  tenements,  crofu,  mansions,  dail  silver^ 
and;  anniversarys  whatsoever,  which  formerly  belongs 
ed  to  any  chaplainries  and  altarages  whatever,  in  any  ■ 
church,  chapel,  or  college,  within  the  liberty  of  the 
said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  founded  by,  whatsoever  per« 
son  or  patron,  wherever  the  same  lye  within  our  said 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  or  were  ia  use  to  bj&  uplifted  and: 

received^ 


nKxtfed  in  afty  time  bygone*  AS  ALS€^  aU  ands 
ImiII  Ihe  Midnaidn^hoMas,  inii)diiiBi>  yank*  aodduiKii^ 
wlHck  fomevif  pestained  to  the  Fiancwcaa  fiiiiy  o£ 
om  said  burfliw  Aad  sickl^e  tiie  cownMii  lock  ef  tfae- 
tane  biiM^>  by  aU  tba  bounds  and  parta  tl»reofj  and' 
MUacallad  Wonum'MU,  Ploj^fieki,  Sttmt  Oaihrntu^aMa, 
Meadwg-kiU,  Bn^Gailmo-kiU,  with  tbe  fiekkandgieaBs- 
•f  Um  saidburgby  called  ihe  JLM#^  as  ibe  same  fy  in- 
bmgth  aad  breadtb  betwixt  the  water  moutb^  of  tbe 
river  Dec^  and  tbe  water  mootbef  tbe  ri^r  Bon, 
Wftb  tettantsi  tMiandries^  and  senrice  oi  Iree  teftaata^ 
dC  ati  aad  sitmdvy  the  foresaid  lands  and  fiebiogs^ 
with  tbe  parts,  pendicles,  and  peflinenta  tfo^eo£; 
tagetfaer  idso  wkh  all  and  sundry  otbar  liber^s^ 
ifWiiQn»ties>  rights,  and  prirUeges  whatsoever,  belong- 
ing and  incombeiM;  to  our  said  bargb ;  aad  whereof^ 
the  said  pnrrost,  foaillies,  cooncil  and  cemaumity  of  the 
said,  borgb,  or  their  pre^Wcessora  ha^e  been  in  posres* 
sion  in  any  time  bygone :  AI^D  LIK£WAYS  with  as 
ao>ple  and  great  pviri leges  and  immiUMiiea  &<%  were 
granted  to  our  boroughs  of  Edinbargb,  Fsrth>  and 
Dendee,  or  any  other  royal  boreughs^  within  our  king*^ 
dom  of  Sootland>  by  our  said  omquhiie  dearest  finher, 
09  his  ancest<M«,  at  ^ny  nn»e  bygone^  preceeding  the^ 
day  and  date  oi  the  said  charter*  And  uniled,  an- 
nexed, and  incorporated  to  and  with  oar  said  burgb  of 
Aberdeeoi  liberties  and  privileges  thereof,  at4  and  saB« 
dry  the  foresaid  lands,  acres^  crelta^  common*  lands, 
milsKs,  mnhures,  fishings,  castle,  leeh,  meadow^  hitls^ 
green  rbalwark;  anehoragses,  tolls,  bell-castoms,  weigMa 
and  Rtfasures,  tr<m*weight9  and  measures,  annual 
nnts,  mansionrhouses,  yairds  and  others,  generally 

and 
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and  particularly  above  expressed ;  with  the  prtyUege 
of  gmng  seasine  of  the  samo^  at  the  mercat-»cross  of 
our  9aid  borgbj  to  the  provost^  or  any  one  of  the  b^il- 
lies  thereof:  which  seasine  shall  staiid^  and  is  ordain* 
ed  to  be  sufficient  to  the  saids  provost^  baiUies^  coun- 
selkHirs,  and  community  of  our  said  burgh,  for  all  and 
whole  our  said  burgh,  and  all  and  sundry  lands^  houses, 
biggings,  and  others  specially  and  generally  therein 
mentioned,  in  form  and  manner  therein  expressed :  to 
be  hoiden  by  the  said  provost,  balHies,  council,  and 
comBKinity  of  our  said  buigh  of  Aberdeen,  and  their 
successors  in  fee,  heritage,  and  free  burgage  for  ever, 
as  tbfe  said  charter  of  the  date  foresaid  in  itself  ^t  more 
length  purports;  with  the  precept  of  seasine  and  in« 
stroraent  of  seasine  following  thereon,  and  with  the  act 
of  dissolution  made  in  parliament,  hoiden  at  Edinburgh 
the  tweaty-eighth  day  of  June,  in  th^  year  one  thou- 
sand six  huadred  and  seventeen;  to  which  act  the 
charter  abovementioned,  relates,  and  is  thereupon 
founded  and  granted.  AND  SICKLIKE  with  all  and , 
sundry  other  charters,  infeftments,  precepts,  and  in- 
struments of  seasine,  confirmations,  acts,  sentences. 
decreeU,  gifts,  exemptions,  rights,  titles,  securities^ 
letters,  writs,  evidents,  grants,  liberties,  advantages, 
immunities  and  privities  therein  mentioned,  made, 
granted,  or  confirmed,  by  our  umqiihile  most,nobl« 
predecessors,  William,  sometime  king  of  Scotland^ 
Alexander  the  Second,  sometime  king ;  Alexander 
the  Third,  sometime  king;  Robert  the  First,  some-* 
time  king;  David,  bis  son,  sometime  king;  Robert 
the  S«Qond>  sometime  king ;  Robert  the  Thirds  some* 

time 
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king;  JmKtmtht  Ftcst,  sonetime  king;  James 
Ibe  Stcood,  Mnetitie  king ;  James  the  Third,  somc- 
tive  king ;  Jaoi«s  the  Fourth,  f omettme  king ;  Jaows 
the  Fifth,  sometime  king ;  qaeen  Mary,  hie  daaghter  ; 
and  our  said  omqnhiio  dearaat  ihtfaer,  king  James  the 
Sitth,  of  exeelkcat  memory ;  or  by  any  of  th«m>  or 
by  amy  others  their  prcdecesiors,  kings  and  queens  of 
Scotland,  or  by  their  regents,  govemours^  or  lords  of 
flSBsion  for  tha  time  :*-to  our  said  bsrgb  of  Abcvdeen^ 
the  pi'OYOst,  aldermen,  baillies,  deans  of  guikl,  tJMeasan- 
sera,  counsellonrs,  horgesses  and  inhabitants  oi  oor  said 
horgh,  and  to  the  chiurches,  ainisters^  and  hospitakof 
She  same  botgfa,  and  to  their  sacctssors,  of  whaiaocvcr 
form  or  forms,  content  or  contents,  date  or  dutes,  the 
same  may  he  of,  of  and  upon  the  erection  of  oar  said 
burgh  of  Aberdeen  into  a  free  royal  borottgh,  with  all 
rights,  titles  and  privilege  pertaining  and  iaonmboni 
thereto  by  the  laws  and  practice  of  our  said  kkigdom 
'  of  Scotland,  and  with  all  houses,  lands,  tMieiaents, 
forests,  woods,  muirs,  marishes,  comafiontios,  wasers, 
salmon^  fishings,  milnes,  astrict  nuhores,  castios,  mea- 
dom,  lochs,  hilts,  greens,  bulwarks,  anchorages,  smaH 
customs,  bell  customs,  and  other  costoros,  weights  and 
measures,  prolit«,  casuakies,  and  duiiea  whatsoerer, 
which  foniMrly  peitained  to  our  said  bur^h,  aad  which 
wer«  possessed  and  used  by  the  said  provost,  baillies» 
council  and  community,  or  their  predecessors  or  authors 
hi  any  time  bygone.  And  we  WILL  and-GRANT,  and 
foir  us  and  our  successors,  with  adriee  and  consent  fore- 
said>,  DECERN  and  ORDAIN,  that  the  said  generaKty 
shall  noways  derogate  from  the  -speciality,  nor  the 

speciality 


speciality  frote  the  g^nerali^y :  AND  THAT  this  out 
pr«iMlcoBfthtoait6a  and  falsification  df  the  premiaet 
i»M»iA%}\  be  In  all  tame  coming,  of  ss  gircAt  Takle^ 
stmigtli^  tffie»cy»  and  «flbel,  in  all  res|)ecfts,  t»  onr 
said  4>afgb  of  Aberdeen,  and  to  the  provost,  baBtiesi 
coumenoucf^  and  eommiUHty  «f  fehe  some,  and  to  their 
sncoBssprj^  as  tf  tht  said  charter  and  pt ece^  of  ot»* 
SMse,  Kvilli  ftftie  act  of  dissolution  aborc  aaenticmed  ;  and 
aU  andsiiadry  olhec  charters,  infeftments^  disfiositioast 
gtanta^  Ci»0rmation9>  rights,  titles  and  secarities,  de^ 
€iQeta»  cg0pmp<aaiK^  wrHes,  acts,  eyidents^  gi^,  liber* 
tits,  aivantagoo^  imniiinities,   privileges^  and  othera 
particaiarly  aad  generally  therein  mentu>ned*--we]re 
at  hngiAs,  word  by  word,  insert  in  this  oor  presetil 
ebarter  |not«irfthstanding,  by  reason  of  the  moltitads^ 
Hianber,  length,  and  pi*61rxity  thereof,  the  same  beno^ 
wayaiiiseH  in  this  present  charter),  whereanent  we,  for 
Qs  and  oor -successors,  have  dispensed,  and  by  the  tenor 
oithia  present  charter,  dispense  for  ever.  MOREOVER, 
(without  hurt,  prejndfce,  or  derogation  to  the  foresaid 
former  charters^   infeftments,  rights,   decreets,   acts> 
titles,  Hberties>  porivilegea,  and  odiers  particularly  aoid 
geneaftify  above  eicpressed,  and  in  fairlber  corroboaa* 
tioB  tiaeroof,  acaxotulating  rights  upon  rights,)  we,  for 
the  good,  faith^U,  and  aceepla(ble  scrvke  done  and 
performed  to  us  aind  our  most  noble  progenitors  by  tbe 
saids.  provost,  bi^lHies,  council  and  conuEnanity  of  our 
said  bvrgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  their  predecessorsi    And 
that  hereafter  they  may  the  better  continoe  in  the 
said  serviee,  baVe  of  new  given,  graasted,  erected^  dis* 
poned,  aiBcl  by  this  our  present  charter  confinned : 

And 
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And  by  the  tenor  hereof^  with  advice  and  consent  fore« 
•aid,  give,  grant,  erect,  dispone,  and  by  this  our  present 
charter,  confirm,  to  our  beloved  and  faithful  aerranU, 
the  provost,  baillies,  counselloors,  burgesses  and  com- 
mnnity  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  to  their 
successors,  all  and  Whole  our  said  burgh  of  Aber- 
deen, with  the  precinct,  walls,  foussies,  ports,  ways, 
streets,  passages,  and  all  and  sundry  houses,  biggings, 
yairds,  tenements,  crofts,  acres,  and  lands,  within  the 
territory  and  liberty  of  our  said  burgh.     AND  LIKE- 
WAYS,  all  and  sundry  the  foresaid  common  lands,  be- 
longing and  pertaining  to  our  said  burgh,  with  ail  muirs, 
marishes,  meadows,  parts,  pendicles,  and  pertinents,  of 
old  called  the  Forrest  of  Stocket,  with  the  wood  thereof, 
within  the  limits,  marcheis,  and  bounds  thereof,  as  the 
same  are  at  present  possessed  and  occupied,  and  are 
yearly  rode,  aod  in  use  to  be  perambulate  by  the  said 
provost,  baillies,  council,  and  community.     All  and 
whole  the  foresaid  lands  of  Rubislaw.     All  and  whole 
the  foi^esaid  lands  of  Cruives,  with  the  tofts,  crofts, 
bouses,  biggings,  parts,  pendicles,  and  pertinents  of 
the  -same.     All  and  whole  the  foresaid  waters  of  Dee 
and  Don,  with  the  salmon-fishings  thereof,  within  and 
thorrow  the  whole  bounds,  parts, "  and  limits  thereof, 
as  the  s^e  at  present  are  possessed  and  occupied  by 
the  said  pn>vost,  baillies,  council,  and  community,  and 
their  tenants  and  servants.    AND  SPECIALLY,  the 
foresaid  salmon-fishings  upon  the  said  water  of  Dee^^ 
called  the  Raik,  Stellis,  Midchingtc,  Pot,  and  Foordif 
upon  both  sides  of  the  said  water:  And  as  the  said 
fishings  are  distinguished,  and  distinctly  kiio\m  one 

'  from 
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from  another ;  and  as  the  same  ly  and  are  bounded 
from  the  month  of  the  river,  bar,  and  water-mouth  of 
our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  to  the  bridge  water  at  the 
bridge  of  Dee,  of  old  pertaining  and  belonging  to  Wil- 
liam Forbes  of  Barns ;  as  also,  the  salmon-fishing  upon 
the  water  of  Don,  called  the  King's  ChtrxY,  of  the  foresaid 
water  of  Don,   as  well  above   as  below  the  briclge 
thereof,  with  all  and  sundry  the  salmon-fishings  of  the 
Cruives,  as  the  said  fishings  and  cruives  respectively 
are  bounded,  and  ly  from  the  watermouth  of  the  said 
rirer  of  Don,  to  the  burn  called  the  Cruivebum;  with 
all  and  sundry  other  salmon-fishings,  and  other  fish- 
ings whatsoever,  upon  the  saids  Waters  of  Dee  and 
Don,  and  thorrow  all  the  bounds  and  limits  thereof^ 
respectively  above  expressed,  pertaining  and  incum- 
bent to  our  said  bur^h  ;  and  as  they  and  their  prede-^ 
cessors  were  in  use  to  possess  the  same.     AND  with 
all  other  fishings,  as  well  of  salmon  as  of  white  fishes 
in  the  salt  water,  or  sea,  betwixt  the  mouths  of  the 
said  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don,  and  beside  the  mouths  of 
the  saids  rivers  upon  both  sides  thereof.     AS  ALSO, 
with  all  and  sundry  inches  and  sheills  within,  and  up- 
on the  said  waters  of  Dee  and  Don,  and  with  liberty 
and  privilege  of  building  sheills  and  sheillings,  and  of 
drawing,  spreading,  and  drying  nets  upon  both  sides  of 
the  saids  waters,  as  well  upon  our  highways,  as  upon 
other  most  commodious  places  and  parts  near  the  said* 
waters,  as  our  said  burgh,  and  their  predecessors,  pos- 
sessors^ and  occupiers  of  the  saids  fishings  formerly 
possessed  and  enjoyed  the  same.     AS  ALSO,  \vith  li- 
berty and  privilege  of  having  boats  and  ferry- boats, 
k  one 
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one  or  more,  upon  the  saids  waters  of  Dee  and  Bon, 
at  .the  watermouths  of  Dee  and  Don,  M?here  they  feave 
proper  fishings,  for  transporting  our  lieges  and  sub- 
jects, and  their  goods  and  beasts,  as  they  shall  see  fit, 
with  all  duties,  fees,  and  advantages,  belonging  and 
incumbent  to  the  saids  ierry-buats.     AU  and  sundry 
the  foresaid  common  miines  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aber- 
deen, to  wit,  the  foresaid  two  miines  within  the  said 
burgh,  called  the  iJpper  and  Nether  Miines;  other 
two  miines  without  our  said  burgh,  caHed  tbe  Justice 
"Blilnes  ;  and  other  two  miines  lying  witibin  the  liber- 
ty of  our  said  burgh — one  thereof  called  the  New- 
inilne  upon  the  burn  of  Bucksbum — and  the  other, 
called  the  Newmilne  upon  the  Denbum ;  with  the 
said  windmilne  at  the  Gallowgate-head  of  our  said 
burgh :  AS  ALSO,  all  and  hail>  the  two  sea  miines, 
called  Shoar  or  Sea  3Iilnes,  newly  built  and  erected 
by  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  council  and  community 
of  our  said  burgh,  after  the  date  of  their  last  infeft- 
~ment  above  written,  ratified,  and   approved,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  our  present  charter,  with  privilege  and 
liberty   to   them  of   building  more   miines   at   their 
pleasure ;  and  with  the  multures  and  sequels   of  the 
said  miines,  and  of  all  grain  growing  upon  all  and 
&undr3'  the  crofts,  acres,  and  common  landsvof  our 
said    burgh,   and   within   the  territory    and    liberty 
thereof,  and  of  all   grain  pertaining  and  l>elonging 
to  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  burgh, 
.or  imported   and   brought    in,    or  to    be   imported 
and  brought  in  by  them,  or  any  other  persons,  tholing 
fire  and  water  within  the  same.     All  and  faaill  the  said 
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Castle-hill,  Green  Meadow,  and  suburb  called  Foottie, 
with  the  chapel  thereof,  and  whole  boats  and  white 
fishings  belonging  thereto ;  and  with  the  foresaid  bu}l- 
wark,  harbour,  and  shoar  of  Aberdeen,  and  miliiedams 
and  passages  thereof;  and  with  liberty  and  pririlegi^ 
of  burdening  and  discharging,  loading  and  loosing 
ships,  boats,  and  other  vessels  whatsoever,  in  the  said^ 
waters  of  Dee  and  Don,  upon  both  sides  thereof,  in 
whatever  places  and  parts,  and  as  oft  as  it  shall  seem 
B«edfid  to  the  saids  provost,  baillics  council  and  coni-r 
munity.  ANDSICKLIKE  of  uplifting  and  receiving 
all  small  customs^  anchorages,  sboar«sllver,  and  otbec 
dutiesx  ae  freely  in  all  respects  as  our  said  burgjir  of 
£4ilibuFghgt  2ind  ite  coUectora,  receive  and  upEft  at  tU^ 
harbour  and  shoar  of  Leilh,  and  as  freely  as  the  »ain« 
are  uplifted  and  received  by  any  other  free  royal 
burgh,  at  whatsoever  harbour  or  shoar  within  our  said 
kingdom  of  Scotland  :  AND  SPECIALLY,  with  power 
of  uplifting  and  receiving,  in  all  tkne  coming,  the  suzu 
of  three  shilling,  usual  money  of  our  sM  kingdom  of 
Scotland,,  out  of  every  tun  of  goods  exported  and  im* 
ported,  in  whatsoever  ship,  boat,  or  other  vessel,  with- 
in the  said  port  and  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  to  be  applied 
for  repairing,  building,  and  upholding  of  the  said  bull- 
vf^rk,  as  the  said  prov  ost,  baillies,  council  and  com- 
munity, and  their  collectors,  have  enjoyed  and  pos- 
sessed the  same  for  these  many  years  bygone.  AS 
ALSO,  all  and  whole  the  foresaid  customs,  called  the 
Boll  Customs  of  our  said  burgh,  the  small  customs^ 
tolls,  and  other  customs,  used  and  wont ,  with  the 
weights  and  tron-weights  of  our  said  burgh  ;  fees_  aa^ 
k  2  '  duties 
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duties  belonging  to  the  same  ;    and  with  all  other 
nveights  and  measures^  liberties,  privileges,  and  immn- 
ntties  anyways  pertaining  and  belonging  to  the  said . 
burgh.     AS  ALSO,  with  free  power  of  holding  courts 
within  our  said  burgh,  and  territory  and  liberty  there- 
of, for  administration  of  justice,  and  punishing  delin- 
quents and  transgressors/ according  to  the  quality  of 
their  crimes,  conform  to  the  laws  and  practice  of  our 
kingdom  of  Scotland ;  and  the  issues^  fines,  and  es- 
cheats of  the  said  courts,  with  bloodwits  as  oft  as  they 
fall  out,  as  well  within  our  said  burgh,  liberty  and  ter- 
ritory thereof,   as  within  the  port  and  harbour  and 
floodmark  of  the  said  burgh,  and  within  the  saids 
waters  of  Bee  and  Doi/,  and  parts  of  the  same,  where 
the  foresaid  fishings  are  disponed  by  virtue  of  our  pre- 
sent charter ;  and  of  tipplying  the  said  issues,  escheats, 
fines,  and  bloodwits,  to  the  utility  and  advantage"^ of 
our  said  burgh.     AS  ALSO,  with  special  power,  pri- 
vilege, and  liberty,  to  the  said  provost,  baillies,  coon- 
sellours,  and  burgesses  of  guild  of  our  said  burgh,  and 
their  successors  for  ever,  of  using,  frequenting,  and 
exercising  trade,  merchandice,  and  commerce,  and  of 
buying  and  selling,  in  great  and  small  wine,  w^ax, 
ivade,  skins,  hides,  and  all  other  kinds  of  merchandice 
and  goods,  as  well  of  our  said  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as 
of  any  foreign  nation  whatsoever,  not  only  within  our 
said  burgh,  territory  and  liberty  of  the  same;  but  al- 
so openly,  within,  and  thorrow  the  whole  bounds  and 
limits  of  our  sheriflTdom  of  Aberdeen,  as  well  within 
regality  as  royalty.     AND  SICKLIKE  of  holding  and 
having  forever,    within  the  said  burgh  and  liberty 
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thereof,  a  Merchmu  Gmldne^  with  Guild  Couvts,  counsel; 
lours,  member!^  and  jurisdictions  thereof^  proper  -and 
nfioesaary ;  and  o£  uplifting,  and  receiving  the  issues 
and  escheats  of  the  saids  courts,  sickiike,  and  as  freely 
in  all  respects,  and  by  all  things,  as,  in  the  like  casc^, 
is  granted  by  us,  or  our  predecessors,  to  any  other  free 
royal  burgh^i  within  our  kmgdom  of  Scotland,  and  with 
»U  and  sundry  other  liberties  and  immunities  belong- 
ing, or  that  can  justly  appertain  to  the  saids  tradings, 
eommerce,  merchandices^  guild^couits,  and  burse  (or 
merchant  meeting)  by  the  laws  thereof.     AND  SICK- 
LIKE  of  holding,  having,  using,  exercising,  and  en- 
joying within  our  said  burgh,  two  publick  weekly 
fairs  or  mercats,   to  wit,  upon  Wednesday  and  Satur? 
day,  according  to  the  custom  used  and  wont;  with 
four  yearly  free  fairs,  beginning,  holding,  and  conti* 
nuing  within  the  said  burgh ;  whereof  the  &rst»  at  th^ 
feast  of  Whitsunday  :  the  second,  at  the  feast  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  :  the  third,  at  the  feast  of  Sauit  Michael : 
aad  the  fourth  and  last,  at  the  feast  of  Saint  Nicolas ; 
every  one  of  which  fairs  shall  endure  for  the  spaice  of 
eight  days.     AS  ALSO,  with  liberty  and  povyer  of 
building  and  erecting  more  milnes,  as  well  windm lines 
as  corn  and  waulk  milnes,  within  our  said  burgh,  li- 
berty and  territory  thereof,  and  of  letting  and  setting 
parts  of  the  said  common  landi^  of  Forrest,  of  Stockety 
which  are  not  already  sett  and  lett,  for  the  pro6t  and 
ltd  vantage  of  our  said  burgh,  by  long  tacks  or  InfefiT 
ment   of  feu-farm,  for  payment  of  the  feu  duties. 
CoQS^mandtttg,  charging,  and  prohibiting;  all  pcv&pns^ 
k  3  as 


114  APPENDIX^  NO.  111. 

as  well  in  regality  as  royalty  (not  being  burgesses  of 
guild  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen),  That  they  do  not 
presume  to  use  or  exercise  traffick^  commerce,  or  mer- 
chandice,  or  any  privilege  or  point  thereof,  competent 
to  a  free  royal  burgb,  within  the  liberty  and  bounds 
of  our.said  burgh  and  sherifldom  above-written,  un- 
der the  pain  of  iqcarcerating  their  persons,  and  forfeit- 
ing  and  escheating  their  goods^  and  merchandices, 
wherever  they  can  be  apprehended.     MOREOVER 
W£,  with  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  have  given  and 
granted,  and,  by  the  tenor  of  this  our  present  charter, 
for  us  and  our  successors,  give  and  grant  our  full  power, 
commission  and  authority,  to  the  said  provost,  baillie^, 
^nd  counsellours  of  our  sai<?  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and 
their  successors,  of  making  and  publishing  acts,  sta- 
tutes ahd  ordinances,  -for  the  common  good  and  profit 
©f  the  said  burgh,  and  the  defence  of  the  privileges 
and  liberties  of  the  same,  to  be  observed  by  all  the 
lurgesses  and  inhabitants  of  our  said  burgh,  and  by  aH 
other  persons  repairing  to  and  frequenting  the  same^ 
xinder  such  penalties  as  they  shall  think  fit.     AS  AL- 
SO,  of  causing  the   saids   acts,   statutes  and  ordi- 
nances,  to  be  duly  observed,  with  alt  the  acts  of 
parliament,  acts  of  gener^il   convention,  and  privy- 
council,  with  the  constitutions  of  the  burghs,  and  all 
their  own  proper  acts  made,  or  to  be  made;  in  fa- 
vour of  the  liberties  thereof,  and  to  prosecute-aiid  put 
^e  same  to  final  execution>  within  the  liberty  and  ter- 
xitory  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  sherifiUoia 
Aereof,  above  set  down.    AND  LIKEWAYS,  with 
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special  power  to  the  said  provost,  baillies,  ai^  coun- 
sellours,  of  calling,  prosecuting,  arresting^  and  incar- 
cerating, the  persons  delihqaeiits,  and  contravening  the 
saids  privileges,  acts,  statutes,  decreets,  and  sentences, 
and  of  intromitting  with  their  goods,  and  escheating 
the  same ;  which  goods  and  issues  so  tq  be  escheated, 
we,  for  ua  and  oar  successors,  with'  advice  and  consent 
foresaid,  GIVE  and  GRANT  to  the  common  use  of 
our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  for  support  of  the 
common  afiairs  and  works  thereof,  with  all  issues  and 
fines  of  the  courts,  wherein  the  saids  transgressors  shall 
happen  to  fall,  and  incur  the  same.  AND  LIKE- 
WAYS,  we,  with  adyice  and  consent  foresaid, '  have 
given,  granted,  and  disponed,  and  by  the  tenor  of  our 
present  charter,  give,  grant,  and  dispone,  to  the  saids 
provost,  baillies,  counsellours,  and  community  of  our 
said  burgh  of  Aberdeen^  and  to  their  successors,  all 
and  sundry  lands,  houses,  tenements,  yairds,  templar 
tenements,  with  all  the  pertinents  of  the  same,  lying 
within  the  precinct  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen, 
which  formerly  pertained  to  any  abbacies,  priories, 
preceptories,  monasterys,  chaptainrys,  prebendaries, 
altarages,  and  other  benefices ;  together  with  the  whole 
fen*  farms;  and  other  duties  of  the  same  in  all  time  co- 
ming, to  remain  with  and  belong  to  our  said  burgh,  as 
a  part  thereof;  with  power  to  the  saids  provost,  bail- 
lies,  and  counsellours,  and  their  successors,  as  our  bail- 
lies  in  that  part,  ofenteringand  receiving  the  heri,table 
vassalls  and  tenants  of  the  same,  upon. resignation,  or 
by  sCTvice  and  rctoui^  or  by  deUvery  of  hesp  .and 
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staple,  ticklike  and  in  the  saitie  ma&ner  «»  aajr  others 
•f  oar  royal  burghs  of  our  said  kingdom  of  Scotland^ 
msed  to  enter  and  receive  the  inhabitantsj  heritable 
proprietors  and  possessors  of  any  lands  and  tenemeats 
wbaterer,  within  the  territories  and  precincts  of  the 
same.    AND  LIKEWAYS  we  have  giyen^  granted^ 
and  disponed,  and  by  the  tenor  of  our  present  charter, 
with  advice  and  consent  foresaid.  We  give»  grant,  and 
dispone,  to  the  said   provost,  baillies,   counsellours, 
and  community,  and  to  their  successors,  all  annual 
rents,  feu*farms,  and   yearly  duties,   due,  nsed   and 
wont  to  be  paid  forth  of  the  saids  houses,   yairds, 
templar  tenements,  and  other  tenements  aforesaid  ;  with 
power  of  intfomitting  therewith,  and  disposing  there- 
upon, of  all  years  and  terms  to  come,  and  of  apply- 
ing  the  same  to  the  comnK>n  good  of  our  said  burgh. 
AS.  ALSO,  we  have   given,    granted,  and  disponed, 
and  by  the  tenor  of  our  present  charter,  we,   with 
advice  and  consent  foresaid,  give,  grant,  and  dispone> 
to  the  said  provost,  baillies,  counsel  lours  and  commu- 
nity, and  to  their  successors,  all  and  sundry  chaplain- 
ries,  altarages,  and  annual  rents,  formerly  pertaining 
and  belonging  to  the  saids  chaplainries  of  the  foresaid 
pairish  church  of  Aberdeen,  called  Saint  Nicolas,  and 
with  all  anniversarys  and  daill -silver  whatsoever,  which 
formerly  pertained  to  any  chaplainries,  prebendaries, 
and  altarages,  in  whatsoever  other  church,  chapel,  or 
college,  within  the  liberty  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aber- 
deen, founded  by  whatever  person  or  persons,  where- 
ever  they  lie  within  our  said  kingdoix^  or  that  in  any 

time 
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time  bygone  ysed  to  be  received  or  uplifted.  And 
with  all  and  haill  the  foresaid  mansion-place^  houses, 
biggings,  yairds  and  church  which  formerly  pertained 
to  the  Franciscan  friars  of  our  said  burgh^  with  all  the 
duties  and  reilts  thereof^  and  pertaining  to  the  pre- 
mises, of  all  years  and  terms  to  come.  And  with  the 
common  loch  of  our  said  burgh,  within  and  thorrow 
all  the  bounds  and  parts  thereof.  And  with  the  fore- 
said hills,  called  Woman-hill,  Playfields,  Saint  Ka- 
tharine's Hill,  Heading-hilU  and  Gallowhill,  with  the 
greens  and  fields  called  the  Links,  of  our  said  burgh j 
as  the  4&ame  lye  in  length  and  breadth  within  the  wa- 
ter-mouth of  Dee  to  the  water-mouth  of  the  river  Don, 
with  tenants,  tcnandries,  and '  service  of  free  tenants, 
of  all  and  sundry  the  foresaid  lands  and  fishings,  with 
the  parts,  pendicles,  and  pertinents  of  the  same ;  and 
with  all  and  sundry  other  liberties,  immunities,  rights 
and  privileges  whatsoever,  belonging  and  incumbent 
to  the  said  bdrgh,  and  whereof  the  said  provost,  bail- 
lies,  council  and  community  of  the  same,  and  their 
predecessors,  have  been  in  use  and  possession  at  any 
time  bygone.  AS  ALSO,  with  as  full  and  great  pri-^ 
vileges  and  immunities  as  are  given,  granted,  and  dis- 
poned by  us  and  our  predecessors,  to  our  said  burghs 
of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee,  or  any  other  royal 
burghs  within  our  kingdom  of  Scotland,  at  any  thne 
bygone,  preceding  the  day  and  date  of  our  present 
charter :  AND  WITH  all  right,  title,  interest,  claim 
of  right,  property^  and  possession  wha^tsoever,  which 
we,  our  predecessors  or  successors  had,  have,  or  any- 
ways may  have,  claim  or  pretend  to  have^  any  man- 
ner 
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aer'of  waj  in  time  eoniiig,  in  and  to  euF  said  burgh 
of  Aberdeen,  lands,  aeres,  crofts,  cprnmon  lands,  miines, 
flBultiires,  fnhhigB,  castle^  locb,  fneadow,  hills,  greens, 
ba)l#arks,  anchorage?,  tolls,  customs^  bett^^asKms, 
weif  htf,  tron-weight9,  measures^  annual  rents,  moaoc 
place,  houses,  yairds,  and  charches,  which  of  aid  per- 
teuied  to  tba  said  Fraocunian  friars  and  others,  ^ni- 
eoiarly  and  generally  abefve*Tecited,  or  to  any  part, 
pendkle,  or  portion  of  the  same,  mailli^  farms,  casaal- 
ties,  profits  and  duties  of  the  same,  of  whatsoever  years 
or  terms  bygone,  or  to  cerae;  for  whatsoever  deeds, 
eaoses,  or  oceasioitti  bygone,  preeeding  tka  day  and 
date  of  onr  present  charter,  reabnticing;  quite>elain< 
ing,  and  forever  overgiving  the  saaae ;  with  M  actien# 
instance^  and  execution,  competent,  or  that  can  be 
competent  to  as  and  our  suceesaors  thereanent,  ta  the 
saids  provost,  baiiUes,  coanseUonrs,  and  community  o£ 
our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  theiv  successors  now 
and  for  ever,  with  the  paction  ef  not  requiring,  and 
with  the  supplying  of  all  defects,  objections,  aad  im- 
perfections whatsoever,  as  well  not  named  as  namcdi 
bygone,  present,  and  to  come,  which  we  will  have  to 
be  as  expresfied  in  this  oar  present  charter  ;  where- 
with we,  for  OS  and  our  successors,  have  dispensed,  and 
by  the  tenor  of  this  our  present  charter,  dispense  for 
ever.  MOREOVER,  we  have  ratified,  approved,  awl 
by  this  oar  present  charter,  have  con&rmed,  and  by  the 
tenor  hereof  we  ratifie,  approve,  and  for  us  and  our 
successors  for  ever,  confirm,  an  act  and  statute  of  our 
said  borrgh,  made  by  the  said  provost,  baillies,  coun- 
cil, and  community  thereof,  whereby  it  is  statute  and 
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ordaine^^  thai  no  |;rouad  naalt  sbaM  be  brought  or 
presented  to  4he  »ercat  of  oor  said  burgh,  nor  «ol(l 
withta  tlie  some,  f  rmtefy  oor  fiubiicly  ;  which  act 
and  statute  »4ated  the  ekvenihdi^  of  January^  in  th« 
y«&r  one  tfaousaiid  sis  bvndred  and  twenty -«ight; 
ANDWE>  perfectly  nnderfitanding  ttmt  the  said  acjt 
and  statute  not  only  agrees  with  tbe  acts  and  statutes 
of  all  ifhe  royal  bm^ghs  of  our  said  kiagdom,  but  also 
is  &  and  necessary  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  oor 
said  borgh,  therefore  10^ILL  4Mid  ORDAIN,  that  no 
ground  tnak  shall  b^  brovj^t  into,  nor  sold  within  the 
said  bargh,  privately  or  pnblickly,  by  wJxatsoeverper^ 
son  or  persons,  williin  the  liberty  of  the  ssM  burgh,  or 
by  ex^ranears,  under  ihe  pain  of  confiscation  df  alt 
kind  of  ground  malt  which  shall  be  brought  in  by  any 
person  or  persons  whatever,  against  the  tenor  >of  the 
foresaid  act  and  statute,  and  oar  ordinance  abovemen- 
tioned,  within  %he  said  burgh ;  with  power  to  'the  saids 
provost  and  balllies  to  Gonfis(;ate<the£aid  malt,  and  ap>- 
ply  the  same  to  their  own  use.  And  •considertng  that 
our  said  umquhiAe  dearest  father,  of  :blessed  memory, 
by  his  tnfeftment  above  specified,  ratified  apd  disponed 
to  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  all  other  liberties, 
rights,  and  privileges,  as  amply  and  fully  as  to  our 
sards  burghs  of  Edinburgh  and  Perth,  who  are  she<- 
rifls,  ^coroners,  and  justices  of  peace  within  themselves 
and  that  there  is  great  necessity  that  our  said  burgh  of 
Aberdeen  should  have,  possess,  and  enjoy  4he  saids 
privileges,  and  that  especially  for  %b6  reasons  and  cau- 
ses following,  viz.  That  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen 
hath  grown,  and  is  become,  a  plentiful  and  populous 

burgh 
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burgh  and  city,  wheran  there  is  great  and  daily  mer- 
chandice  and  interchange  of  trade,  and  great  coa-^ 
course  of  our  lieges  and  subjects^  as  well  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  and  other  inhabitants  in  the  north  parts 
of  our  said  kingdom,  in  all  their  meetings  and  other 
great  and  weighty  affairs,  as  of  other  common  people, 
repairing  to  the  fairs,  mercats,^  and  merchandicing 
within  our  said  burgh,  and  at  the  port  and  harbour 
thereof.  AND  ESPECIALLY,  that  our  said  burgh  is 
situate  near  the  hills  and  mountains,  wherein  there  are 
many  rebels,  and  disaffected  and  broken  men,  who 
,  frequent  the  said  burgh,  and  who,  by  their  fighting 
and  striving  therein,  disturb  the  peace  thereof,  and  all 
the  lawful  meetings,  conyentions,  and  merchandisings 
of  our  lieges  and  subjects  within  the  same :  A^'D 
THAT  the  sheriffs  of  our  said  shire  of  Aberdeen, 
within  the  bounds  whereof  our  said  burgh  lyes,  are 
yearly  chosen  out  of  the  barons  and  country  gentle- 
men, who,  with  their  deputes,  dwell  in  the  country, 
and  are  not  present  at  all  times  for  the  CTLecution  of 
their  offices  incumbent  upon  them  in  that  part,  con- 
form to  law,  whereby  our  said  burgh,  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  others  our  lieges  residing  therein,  are 
mightily  disturbed  and  prejudiced,^  THEREFORE, 
and  for  remeed  hereof,  and  for  many  good  offices,  true 
and  thankful!  services  done  and  performed  to  us^  and 
our  said  umquhile  dearest  father  of  excellent  memory, 
and  to  our  other  most  noble  progenitors,  in  times  by- 
gone, by  the  said  j>rovost  and  baillies  of  our  said  burgh 
of  Aberdeen,  and  their  predecessors,  and  for  divers 
other  great  respects,  good  causes,  and  considerations 

moving 
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moving  \iS|  from  our  .certain  knowledge^  ^  and  our  owq- 
rootive  wi]1>  with  advic^  and  consent  foresaid^  we  have 
giyen^  granted^  and  disponed,  and  by  the  tenor  of  our 
present  charter,  GIVE,  GRA^fT,  and  DISPONE,  to 
the  said  provost,  baillies,  counselloars,  and  commu- 
nity of  obr  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  to  their  sug« 
cessors^  provost,  baillies;  couiiselloursj  and  (community 
thereof,  for  ever,  the  ofBces  of  Sheriff,  Coroner,  and 
Justice  of  Peace,  within  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen, 
and  whole  bounds  of  the  common  lands,  acres,  crofts> 
ihilnes^  waters,  fishings,  hills,  greens,  ports,  harbours, 
ways,  streets,  passages,'  and  other^  thereto  belongings 
lying  within  the  precinct  and  territory  of  our  said 
burgh,  with  all  and  sundry  liberties,  privileges,  fees^ 
casualties,  duties^  immunities  and  advantages,  belongs 
ing  to,  and  incumbent  upon,  the  saids  offices  of  sheriig 
coroner,  and  justice  of  peace,  by  the  law  and  custom 
of  our  kingdom.  And  we  have  made,  created,  con« 
stituted,  and  ordained,  and  by  the  tenor  of  our  present 
charter,  with  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  make,  crem- 
ate, constitute,  and  ordain  the  provost  of  ou^  said 
burgh  of  Aberdeen,  chosen,  and  to  be  chosen  for  ever. 
Sheriff  ^nd  CoroTier-principal ;  and  the  baillies  of  our 
said  burgh,  chosen,  and  to  be  chosen  yearly.  Sheriffs 
^nd  Coroners- depute,  conjunctly  and  severally  under 
him ;  and  the  saids  provost  ^nd  baillies  of  our  said 
burgh,  chosen,  and  to  be  chosen  yearly,  conjunctly 
and  severally.  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  the  said 
burgh,  common  lands  of  the  same,  and  others  above- 
written,  pertaining  and  belonging  thereto,  for  ever; 
with  full  and  free  power  to  them  and  their  deputes, 
1  conjunctly 
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conjunctly  and  severally^  of  affixing^  affirroiagj  begin- 
Ding,  and  holding,  and,   if  need  be,  of  continuu)^ 
court  and  courts,  as  well  criminal  as  civil,  as  oft  as 
they  ^hall  think  fit,  within  the  said  burgh,  common 
)ands>  milnes,  fishings,  muirs,  ways,  streets,  passages, 
and  others  above  expressed,  or  upon  any  part  of  the 
bounds  aforesaid,  as  well  against  their  neighbour  bur- 
gesses and  inhabitants  of  the  said  bounds,  as  against 
other  persons  resorting  to  and  frequenting  our  said 
burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  territory  thereof,  who  shall 
be  attached  for  any  cause,  crime  or  offence,  criminal 
or  civil,  done  and  committed  by  them  within  our  said 
burgh,  bounds,  and  territory  thereof,  or  any  part  of 
the  same ;  and  of  exercising  and  using  the  said  office 
^f  sheriff  for  any  other  actions,  causes,  offences,  crime 
or  crimes,  that  may  happen  agaiiist  all  persons  that 
shall  be  taken  or  attached  within  our  said  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  comnkon  lands,  milnes,  fishings,  harbour, 
shoar,  ways,  streets,  passages,  and  others  pailicularly 
above  recited,  belonging  thereto  ;  and  of  administer- 
ing justice,  calling  and  convicting  the  suits  of  the  said 
sheriff- courts ;  amerciating  the  absents,  and  of  punish- 
ing transgressors,  delinquents,  and  offenders;    com- 
burgesses  and  inhabitants,  and  other  transgressors  and 
criminals,  to  the  death,  or  by  banishment,  whipping, 
burning  upon  the  hand  or  cheek,  or  any  other  punish- 
ment used  in  any  other  royai  burgh,  according  to  the 
quality  of  their  crimes,  and  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
our  said  kingdom  ;  and  of  making,  creating,  and  con- 
fititutingi  necessary    members  and  administrators  of 
the  said  sheriff- courts,  to  be  chosen  and  appointed  out 

of 
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of  the  burgessess  of  onr  said  burgh  aUenarly«  and  out 
of  no  others  without  the  burgh ;  and  of  using  and  ex- 
ercising the  said  office  of  sherii!*  within  our  said  burgh 
of  Aberdeen,  and  bounds  thereof  aforesaid,  sicklike 
and  as  freely  in  all  respecu  as  ftny  other  sherilFwtlh- 
in  any  other  burgh  of  our  said  kingdom,  exerees  the 
said  office  of  sheriff  within  bis  own  burgh*  AND 
SICKLIKE  with  power  to  the  said  provost  and  bail- 
lies  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  their  succes- 
sors, provosts  and  baiUies  of  the  same,  of  using  and 
exercing  the  said  offices  of  coroner  and  justice  of  peace 
withia  the  said  burgh,  and  whole  lands>  possessions,, 
waters,  port,  harbour,  and  other  parts  thereof,  above- 
written,  and  whole  bounds,  liberties,  and  territory 
thereof;  with  all  liberties,  privileges,  immunities,  and. 
advantages  competent  thereto,  sicklike,  and  as  freely 
as  any  other  coroners  and  justices  of  peace  use  and 
exerce  such  offices  of  coroner  and  justice-  of  peace  in 
any  other  sheriffdom,  burgh,  and  jurisdiction  withia 
our  said  kingdom.  AND  SICKLIKE  we,  with  advice 
and  consent  foresaid,  for  the  onerous  eaiises  above<» 
written,  and  for  divers  other  great  respects,  good 
causes,  and  considerations, 'moving  us>  from  our  cer* 
tain  knowledge  and.  proper  motive  wiU,  have  given 
and  granted,  and,  by  the  tenor  of  ow  present  charter,- 
we  GIVE  and  GRANT  full  power,  warrant,  and  li- 
berty, to  the  said  provost,  bail  lies,  and  couosellours  of 
our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  to  their  successors,- 
by  themselves,  or  by  their  dean  of  guild,  or  any  other 
persons  whom  they  shall  yearly  nominate  and  appoint, 
oSvmHng,  enquiw^Harching  into,  and  trying  the  weights^ 
12.  mctts. 
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nietts,  zni,  mtnstrret  ftbote-specified,  within  the  bounds 
of  oor  said  burgh,  and  of  our  whole  sherifTdom  of 
Aberdeen,  and  within  ail  the  common  fairs  and  mer- 
cats,  as  well  to  burgh  as  landward,  within  the  boonds 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  our  sheriflfBom  of  Aberdeen. 
And  we  have  made  and  constituted,  and,  by  the  te- 
nor ef  oor  present  charter,  with  advice  and  consent 
foresaid,  make  and  constitute,  the  said  proTost,  bail- 
lies,  and  council  of  our  said  burgh,  and  their  succes« 
sonu  visitors,  inspectors,  searchers,  and  tryers  of  the 
measures  and  others  aforesaid,' within  the  bounds  of  the 
said  burgh,  and  our  sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen,  giving, 
irranting,  and  committmg  to  them,  and  to  their  suc- 
cessors aforesaid,  full' power  and  privilege  of  making 
and  sealing  all  vessels,  measures,  and  weights,  great 
and  small,  underwritten ;  tbat  is  to  say,  to  mark  and 
stamp  all  firlots,  pecks,  pound-weights,  stone-weights, 
elvands,  quart,  pint,  choppin,  and  mutchkih  stoups, 
and  all  others  of  that  sort,  with  an  iron  or  brass  stamp 
and  seal,  being  the  impression  of  the  Lyon  and  Crown, 
,  acoording  to  the  sundry  measures  and  standards'  pre- 
scribed and  appointed  by  act  of  our  parliament,  and  of 
upHfting  all  fees  and  duties  of  and  for  the  same;     AS 
ALSO,  with  consent  foresaid,  we  have  ratified,  ap- 
proved, and  by  this  -ouf  present  charter,  confirmed, 
and,- by  the  tenor  of  our  present  charter,  for  tisand 
our  successors,  ratifie,  approve,  and  for  ever  confirm, 
an  act  of  privy-couneil,  made  at  Holyrood- house  the 
lUteenlh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  niueteen,  whereby  the  Ibtds  of  our  secret 
eouncil  cojocluddl  and  ordained^  that  there  should  be 

only 
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only  one  constant  measure  for  saMon^  thorrow  and 
over  our  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland^  and  that  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  measure,  commonly  called  the  Old 
Gai^e  and  Standard  €if  Aberdeen,  containing  ten  gal- 
lons, with  which  measure  all  our  lieges  and  subjects 
ought  to  receive  and  deliver  their  saknon  in  all  time 
coming,  in  form  and  manner,  and  under  the  penaftie^ 
contained  in  the  said  act  of  oar  council,  as  the  said 
act,  of  the  date  foresaid,  at  more  length  purpoits,  in 
all  and  sundry  tta  heads,  points,  clauses,  articles,  cir-^ 
cumstances,  and  conditions,  therein  coiataiaed,  accord;' 
ing  to  the  form  and  tenor  thereof,  in  all  points.     And 
we  will  and  grant,  and  for  us  and  our  successors  fot 
ever,  decern  and  ordain,^  that  this'  present  ratificatioa 
of  the  foresaid  acts  of  council,  shall  be  of  as  gres^  va- 
lue, strength,  force,  and  effect,  as  if  the  said  act  of  our 
privy-council  were  at  length  insert  in  this  our  present 
charter;    wherewith  we,  for  us  and  our  successors, 
have  dispensed,  and  by  the.  tenor  of  our  present  char* 
ter,  dispense  for  ever.    AS  ALSO,  with  consent  fbre<^ 
said,  we  have  made,  constituted,  and  ordslined>  and,> 
by  the  tenor  of  our  present  ch9rter,  make,>  constitute, 
aad  ordain,  the  said  provost,  baiUies,  and  council  of 
our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  their  successors  for 
ever,  keepers  of  the  said  measure,,  gauge,  aad  standard 
of  Aberdeen^  appointed  for  measuring  .and  gauging,, 
receiving  and  delivering  salmon  within  our  said  king* 
doin,  and  stampers  and  gangers  of  the  said  measures,, 
barrells,  and  salmon-vessels;    andi  by  the  tenor  of 
our  present  charter,  we  give  and  dispone  to  the  said^ 
provost^  baiUi^s,  and  counseljours  of  our  s^id  burgh  of 
1 3  Aberdeen,, 
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Aberdeen,  and  to  their  raccesson,  all  fees,  ivLtks,  an^ 
advantages,  used  and  wont,  of  and  fcv  the  keepkig  of 
the  said  measure,  gauge,  and  standard,  and  stamping 
of  the   saids  treasures,  barrels,  and  saloKm-Tessc^ 
AS  ALSO>  with  consent  foresaid,  for  tis  and  our  sue* 
cessors,  we  gi?e  and  grant  taW  power  and  privilege  to 
the  said  provost  and  baillies  of  our  said  burgb^  and  to 
their  successors,  of  taking,  apprehending,  inearcerft- 
ting,  and  punbhing  all  persons  within  the  said  burgh^ 
itsing  and  carrying  unlawful  arms^  and  prohibited  by 
the  laws  of  our  ^d  kingdom,  and  constitutions  of  the 
burghs,  to  be  carried,  bom,  or  used  by  any  perBons 
whatever,  according  to  the  tenor  of  a  charter  granted 
by  the  said  umquhile  Robert  the  Firsts  to  the  burges* 
ses  and  community  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen  for 
the  time,  and  a  clause  therein  specified,  made  there^ 
upon,  as  the  saids  provosts  and  batUies  and  their  pre- 
decessors, formerly  used  and  possessed  the'  same.     And 
because  the  old  and  new  churches  of  8aint  Nicolas, 
the  church  of  the  Franciscan  (Wars,  called  the  College 
Church,  Saint  Katharine's  Chapeir  Saint  Ninian's  Cha* 
pel,  upon  the  Castle^  hilU  Saint  Clement's  Chapel,  cal- 
led the  church  of  Foottie,  lye  within  our  said  bui^h  of 
Aberdeen, '  liberty  and  territory  thereof;    to  which 
churches  and  chapels  the  said  provost,  baillies,  coun- 
cil, and  community  of  the  said  burgh,  and  their  pre* 
decessors,  have  been  in  use  to  choose>  present,  nomi- 
nate, and  provide  ministers  and  chaplains  in  all  time 
bygone,  when  the  satne  happened  to  vaik,  and  to  pay 
tliem  their  stipends  (they  having  no  other  stipends,  or 
livings) :  THEREFORE^  and  for  the  causes  above- 
written. 
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wrkteR,  we,  with  cansent  foresaid,  have  ratified,  ap* 
proved,  and,  by  this  our  present  charter,  confirmed, 
and  by  the  tenor  hereof  ratifie,  approve,  and  for  us 
and  our  successors  for  ever,  confirm  the  foresaid  use, 
custom,  and  possession,  which  the  said  provost,  bail- 
lies,  council,  and  community  of  our  said  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  and  their  predecessors '  had,  in  choosing, 
naming,  presenting,  and  providing  ministers  and  chap* 
lains  to  the  foresaid  churches  and  chapels  and  chap- 
lainries  thereof,  nvhen  they  happen  to  vaik.  And  we 
will*  grant,  and  for  us  and  our  successors  for  ever,  de- 
cern and  ordain,  that  the  said  provost,  baillies,  eoun* 
cil,  and  community  of  our  said  bargh  of  Aberdeen, 
and  their  successors  in  all  time  to  come,  shall  observe 
and  exerce  the  foresaid  privilege,  use,  and  custom,  and 
shall  remain  for  the  future,  as  in  times  by  past,  in  nhe 
vighi  and  possession  of  the  same,  and  shall  choose, 
present,  nominate,  and  provide  ministers,  chaplains, 
;ind  other  persons,  to  serve  the  cure  at  the  said  church- 
es and  chapels  for  the  future,  as  in  times  bygone,  with- 
out any  impediment,  molestation,  trouble,  or  contra- 
diction. And  we  will  and  ordain,  that  the  bishop  o£ 
Aberdeen,  and  ordinary  for  the  time,  receive  and  ad« 
tiait  the  ministers  and  persons  to  be  chosen,  nominated, 
and  presented  by  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  and  coun- 
cil of  our  said  burgh,  in  and  to  the  churches  and  cha- 
pels, being  fit  and  qualified  for  their  service  and  func- 
tion, and,  if  need  be,  give  them  institution  and  colla- 
tion in  due  form,  without  any  obstacle  or  impediment. 
MOREOVER,  with  consent  foresaid,  from  our  certaia 
knowledge^  and  proper  motive  wil)#  we  have  united,^ 

annexed^ 
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annexed,  and  incorporated,  and  by  the  tenor  of  our 
present  charter,  for  us  and  our  successors,  we  unite, 
annex,  create,  and  incorporate,  in,  to,  and  with  our 
said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  lands,  milnes,  mul- 
tures, fishings,  anchorages,  port,  harbour^  and  othei 
liberties  and  privileges  thereof,  aforesaid,  granted  to 
the  said  burgh ;   all  and  whole  the  said  offices  of 
flherifi;  coroner^  and  justice  of  peace  within  the  bounds 
and  limits  aforesaid,  and  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  with 
the  said  escheats,  fines,  issues,  and  other  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  same  aforesaid.    AS  ALSO,  the  said 
office  of  visiting,  inspecting,  searching,  and  trying  the 
measures  and  weights  abovewritten,  within  the  bounds 
above -specified  ^  with  the  said  privilege  of  keeping  the 
foresaid  measure,  gauge  and  standard  of  the  foresaid 
salmon-barrells  and  vessels,  and  of  stamping  and  gau- 
ging the  same  :  with  all  fees,  privileges,  advantages, 
and  immunities,  belonging  to,  and  incumbent  upon, 
the  said  office  :  together  with  the  foresaid  privilege  of 
choosing,  nominating,  presenting,  aiid  providing  the 
said  ministers  and  chaplains  to  the  churches  and  cha- 
pels aforesaid,  and  every  one  of  them  as  oft  as  they 
shall  happen  to  vaik  for  the  future  in  manner  above- 
written,  into  one  free  royal  burgh,  to  be  now,  and  in 
all  time  coming,  called  THE  BURGH  OF  ABER- 
DEEN.    And  we  will  and  grant,  and  for  us  and  our 
successors,  decern  and  ordain,  that  the  said  provost, 
baillies,  dean  of  guild,  threasaurer,  counsellours^  bur« 
gesses,  and  community  of  our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen, 
and  their  successors  in  all  time  coming,  shall  freely 
and  peaceably  possess^  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  burgh,. 

and 
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and  all  and  sundry  the  foresaid  lands,  acres,  crofts, 
common  lands^  multures^  woods,  fishings,  waters,  cas- 
tle, meadow,  loch,  hills,  greens,  bulvjrarks,  anchorages, 
tolls  ahd  customs,  beU-castoms»  weights,  tron-weights, 
measures,  annual-rents,  mansion-houses,  yairds,  ways, 
streets,  passages,  and  others  specially  and  generally 
above-mentioned  ;  with  all  and  sundry  liberties,  pri« 
alleges,  imftiunities,  and  advantages  belonging  and  in- 
cumbent thereto ;  and  with  the  foresaid  offices  of  she^ 
nff,  coroner,  and  justice  of  peace,  within  the  bounds 
and  limits  above- wntten,  and  jurisdictions  of  the  same  ; 
and  with  the  said  escheats,  issues,  fines,  and  other  It- 
berties  of  the  same,  above-written.  AS  ALSO,  the 
foresaid  office  of  visiting,  inspecting,  searching,  and 
trying  the  measures  and  weights  above  specified,  with- 
in the  bounds  above- written.  As  also,  the  said  privi- 
lege and  liberty  of  keeping  and  observing  the  fore- 
said measure,  ^auge  and  standard  of  the  said  salmon-  ' 
barrells  and  vessels,  and  of  stamping  and  gauging  the 
same^  with  all  the  fees,  privileges,  advantages  and  im- 
munities pertaining  and  belonging  to  the  said  office. 
And  sicklike  the  foresaid  privilege  and  liberty  of  pre- 
senting, nominating,  choosing,  and  providing,  minis- 
ters and  chaplains  to  the  said  churches  and  chapels, 
and  to  every  one  of  them,  as  often  as  they  shall  hap- 
pen to  vaik,  for  the  future,  in  form  and  manner  above- 
written,  with  all  their  pertinents  (which  for  brevity's 
sake  are  not  repeated  in  this  our  present  charter),  in 
fee,  heritage,  and  a  free  royal  burgh  for  ever.  And 
we  WILL  and  GRANT,  and  for  us  and  our  successors, 
DECERN  and  ORDAIN,  that  one  seasine,  once  to  be 

given. 
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given,  by  virtue  of  tbis  our  present  infeftment,  to  the 
provost,  and  one  of  the  baillies  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  at  the  mercat- cross  thereof,  shall  stand,  and 
be  a  sufficient  seasine  to  the  said  provost,  balUies, 
dean  of  guild,  threasaurer,  council,  burgesses,  and 
community  of  our  said  burgh,  and  to  their  successors 
for  ever,  for  all  and  haill  the  foresaid  burgh,  and  for 
all  and  sundry  the  foresaid  lands,  milnes,  possessions, 
waters,  fishings  offices,  annexis,  connexis,  incorpora* 
tions,  and  othVrs  particularly  and  generally  above-re- 
cited, of  old  pertaining  to  the  said  burgh,  and  given 
and  granted  by  virtue  of  our  present  charter,  and 
united  and  annexed  to  the  said  burgh,  as  above  set 
down;  sicklike,  and  as  freely  in  all  respects,  as  if  our 
said  burgh,  and  others  above- written,  were  lying  to- 
gether, and  contiguous,  and  not  in  divers  places  and 
parts,  and  as  if  particular  scasines  were  taken  at  every 
part  or  place  thereof,  with  all  the  solemnities  requi- 
site, and  notwithstanding  thereof.  Whereanent  we, 
for  us  and  our  successors,  with  advice  and  consent 
foresaid,  have  dispensed,  and  by  the  tenor  hereof,  dis- 
pense for  ever ;  so  that  one  seasine  now  to  be  taken 
in  manner  above-written,  shall  stand,  and  be  valid, 
lawful,  and  sufficient  in  itself,  without  any  other  sea- 
sine thereof  to  be  taken,  or  upon  any  part  of  the  same 
for  the  future,  to  be  holden,  and  to  be  had,  all  and  haill 
our  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  with  all  and  sundry  the 
foresaid  lands,  houses,  biggings,  yairds,  tenements, 
port,  bulwark,  shoar,  crofts,  acres,  roods,  commoa 
lands,  the  lands  of  Rubislaw  and  Cruives,  salmoo" 
fishings  upon  the  saids  waters  of  Dee  and  Don,  milnes, 

multures. 
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multures^  castle^  hills,  meadows,  suburb  called  Foottie, 
chapels,  fish-boats,  customs,  bell- customs,  toll-cus- 
toms, small  customs,  weights,  tron-weights,  measures^ 
lochs,  greens,  anchorages,  annual- rents,  mansions,  of- 
fices of  sheriff,  coroner,  and  justice  of  peace,  escheats 
and  fines ;  with  the  said  office  of  Yisiting,  inspecting^ 
searching  and  trying  the  said  measures  and  weights 
within  the  bounds  above- specified,  with  the  fees  and 
duties  of  the  same ;  and  with  the  said  office  of  keep- 
ing and  observing  the  foresaid  measure,  standard,  and 
gauge  of  salmon- barreils  and  vessels,  stamping  and 
gauging  of  the  same,  with  the  fees  and  privileges 
thereof;  and  with  the  power  and  privilege  of  choosing*, 
nominating,  and  presenting  ministers  and  chaplains  to 
the  saids  churches  and  chapels,  an6  for  others  particu- 
larly and  generally  above- written  ;  with  ail  the  liber- 
ties, privileges,  and  pertinents  of  the  same,  by  the  said 
provost,  bailiies,  dean  of  guild,  threasaurer,  and  coun- 
cil, burgesses  and  community  of  our  said  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  and  by  their,  successors,  of  us  and  our  suc- 
cessors, in  a  free  royal  burgh,  fee,  heritage,  free  bur- 
gage, free  office  of  sherifi^  free  office  of  coroner,  and 
free  justice  of  peace,  within  the  bounds  aforesaid,  for 
ever.  By  all  their  righteous  meiths,  ancient  and  di- 
vided, as  the  same  lye  in  length  and  breadth,  in  hou- 
ses, biggings,  heights,  plains,  muirs,  marishes,  ways, 
gates,  waters,  stanks,  rivers,  meadows,  pastures  and 
pasturages,  milnes,  multures,  and  their  sequels ;  htmt- 
ings,  fowlings,  fishings,  peats,  turfs,  quarles,  quarle- 
heughs,  cunnings,  cunningairs,  doves,  dovecots,  smid- 
dys,  maltbarns,  breweries,  and  whins,  brooms,  woods, 

bushes 
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bashes  and  sh^abs^'trees^  joists^  stone- qaarrie^^  stoiie 
and  lime,  with  courts  and  their  issues,  fines,  herezeld^ 
bloodwits  (ct  mulierum  merchetU),  with  common  pas- 
turage,  free  ish  and  entry,  and  with  pit  and  gaUtmi, 
aok,  sak,  thoill,  theme,  Tert,  wreck,  waith,  wair,  ver- 
mison,  infang  thieif^  outfang  thiefi^  pit  and  gallows;  and 
with  all  and  sundry  other  liberties,  advantages,  profits, 
easements,  and  just  pertinents  thereof,  whatsoever,  as 
well  not  named  as  named,  as  well  under  the  earth  as 
above  the  earth,  far  and  near,  belonging,  or  that  may 
belong  to  the  foresaid  lands,  burgh,  and  others^  respec- 
tively particularly  above- written ;  with  all  and  sundry 
the  privileges  and  pertinents  thereof  whatsoever,  above- 
mentioned,  for  the  future ;  freely,  quickly,  fully,  wholly, 
honourably,  well  and  in  peace,  without  any  revoca- 
tion, contradiction,  impediment,  or  obstacle  whatever. 
Paying  therefore  yearly  the  saids  provost,  bail  lies, 
dean  of  guild,  threasaurer,  council,  burgesses,  and 
community  of  Aberdeen,  and  their  successors,  to  as 
and  our  successors,  and  our  threasaurers  and  comptrol- 
lers in  our  names,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four- 
teen pound,  six  shilling,  eight  pennies,  usual  money  of 
our  said  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  the  ancient  duty  and 
mail!  and  augmentation  thereof,  for  the  burrow-maills 
of  our  said  burgh,  used  and  wont  to  be  paid,  and  re- 
ceived and  allocate  in  our  exchequer  by  the  auditors 
thereof  yearly  in  times  bypast,  at  the  terms  of  pay- 
ment used  and  wont;  in  name  of  burrow-maill,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  said  last  infeftment  of  the  same, 
specially  above-mentioned,  AS  ALSO,  for  the  said 
offices  of  sberifi^  coroner,  and  justice  of  peace,  and 

other 
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Other  jarisdiciions  above-specified^  ^due  and  lawful. a<I- 
xninistration  of  ustice^  in  the  same  offices  and  jurisdic- 
tions In  all  time  to  come^  together  with  burgage  ser- 
vice used  and  wont^  only  for  all  otfaei'  burden  and 
exaction,  which  can  or  may  be  anyways  justly  exact- 
ed or  required  of  the  foresaid  burgh,  and  others  above - 
written,  with  the  pertinents,  by  any.whatsoev^r.^ — IN 
WITNESS  WHfiREOF,    we  have  commanded   our 
great  seal  to  be  appended  to  this  our  present  charter 
of  confirmation.     Witnesses — the  most  reverend  fa- 
ther in  Christ,  and  our  beloved  counsellourJJoAA, arch- 
bishop of  Saint  Andrews,  and  our  chancellor  ;  our  be- 
loved cousins  and  counsellours,  James,  marquis  of  Ha- 
milton, earl  of  Arran  and  Cambridge,  lord  Aven  and 
Innerdale,  &c.  ;  Robert^  earl  of  Roxburgh,  Lord  Ker, 
of  Cessford  and  Caverstoun,  &a  keeper  of  our  privy- 
seal ;  William,  earl  of  Stirling,  viscount  of  Canada ; 
Lord  Alexander,  o(  Tilly  bod  ie,  &c.  our  secretary ;  our 
beloved  familiar  counsellours.  Sir  John  Hay,  of  Barro, 
clerk  of  our  rolls,  register^  and  council;  John  Hamil- 
ton, of  Orbieston,  our  justice-clerk ;  and  John  Scot,  of 
Scotstarvet,   director  of  our  chancery,  knights, — at 
Oatlands,  the  ninth  day  of  the  month  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  the  fdurteentb  year  of  our  reign. 

Sealed  at  Edinburgh  the  10th  of  October,  1638,  ia 
absence  of  Andrew  Hay  (sic  subscribitur),  Joha 
Davidson. — Written  to  the  great  seal,  nono  Oc- 
tober, 1638,  (sic  subscribitur  J  Scotstarvet. 
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At  Aberdeen,  the  16th  day  of  May>  165Q,  pro-i 
daced  by  Mr.  James  Sandilands^  towa-clerk  of 
the  said  burgh>  and  ane  minute  thereof  taken  and 
recorded  in  the  books  of  «Kcheqner,  conform  to 
the  severall  acts  and  proclamations  made  there* 
anent  by  me  (sk  sukcrHfitwJ,  W.  Purvis. 
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rrimcn,  Aberdeen.   3 
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